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By GARRY WILLS
A memn wm pesed
priieiAnicto Rlacesad o Fha

azmaordiné}ygeneraﬁonof
men (yes, all men) who
shaped our republic in the

T-1Bth century. They formed such a brillisnt
_galaxy of talents that they hover far above
"us. At times, it seems that the only way to
remedy thelr Olympic remove is by rocket
‘assantt, which brings them crashing

" down to Barth. Usnally the fuel is human-
izing (but irivializing) scandal, which
leads {0 an overemphasis on such matiers
as Thomas Jefferson’s sexual liaison with
Sally Hernings.

In this famous tale, too oich has been
made of sex and foo fittle of slavery. The
real point of the story is that Hemings was
avallable io Jefferson because he owned
her — be never had to ac-

underrepreserted in the first Congress
becanse there were fewer whites in the
South than in the North. To even things
it it demanded that hlacks hae cimtad
in the representable population.

Northerners said this would be non-
representation, given that blacks werk
dlsenﬁ-and:medmdwmﬂdhavemsaym
how *“their” representatives voted.

The Deep South said it would not rafd- -
fy the Constifution unless slaves were
courtted. The North tried to whittle the -
representation down, offering to count'a
black as one-hal¥f a person. The Bouth re-
sponded with a bid for three-quarters.

Three-fifihs was the resu]img wmpro—
mise.

Butslaveholdemconﬁnuedtqfeelpo-
Htically vulnerabie because of their treat-
ment of hiynan beings as property. Jeffer-
son defended the fagrarian virtue” of the

1 plantaﬁon system, vilifying
knowledge her, educate . Northern banks and com-
gzendeb?]ﬁishgmﬂyor;h; I{a’dlt D'Otbeen amealzsngo msfm
her'Iheisstmmﬁ&ise foramle : tsh;ehhemlbackbg;:;oftbe'
ey e Tegardingthe . sae vee cooicg o
it o, e o SUDJHBALCA | oy, Zmomas - Kt
whathe didforortoneror  POPUATION, the e states i order to

family, but what he did = ShINe maintain  that ag:ranan
ggmt e it of V}Igmlan . virtue.”
slatv‘;;se'. answer is simple: mlght never slmmmpmmge (.)Tfeffte?i
He did everything he could have been son scheme -with George

--to protect and extend the <, Washington to make sure
slave system. pIeSldent the permanent national

This was not because

capital. wouwid be in slave

he approved of slavery, or
would have defended it in
principle — as did John Calhoun of South
Caroling in the Senate and John Taylor of
Caroline County, Va., in his writings. Jef-
fersoudetendadslaverybecanseitwasm—
extricable from the economy that Sus-
tained hiln and the politics that
supported him. Publicly questioning slav-

erywouldhavebeenfatalboamanwﬁ:hh"

- political ambitions in the South. He ac-

tively worked to keep his own personal .

condemnations of slavery away from the
voters. So did his great compeers, George
Washington, James Madsson and James
Monroe.

The mportance of slave:y to Jeffer-
sonspoﬁnwlca:eercanbemmmedupin
one astonishing and often overiooked
fact. But for slavery, he would Have lost
the 1800 presidential race. He received
fewer wotes than his adversary, John Ad-
ams. What put bim in office was a bonus
of 12 votes in the Electoral College that
came from counting the slave population
at three-fifths of its number, As his Feder-
alist opponents put it, he “rode into the
temple of Iiberty on the shoulders of his
slaves.” As he added new plantation terri-

. borytoﬁhenanonthmughthemnmana
Purchase and efforts to acquire the Flori-
das, Federalists protested af the number
of slaves who would be added to the
Southern vote count.

" We often forget the rationale for the
threefifths clause in the Constitution,
which affected the balance of power be-

tween North and South, slave and free, in .

all congressional votes, as well as those in
the Electoral College
The South had feared that it would be
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ferritory, becaunse their
_ slaves. had been hard to
hold 6n to when they fook them tb the
seat of government in Philadelphia. The
proof of the Virginians' infent is that
Washington carried the survey tor the
District of Columnbia lower than Congress
had authorized, to inchude the slave city o
Alexandria (which was not deeded back
to Virginia until 1846).

Such facts capnot be ignored o
glossed over. The protection of slavery by
even our noblest founders left a horren
dous legacy, one only partially cleansec
by a horrendous war. Deep patierns o
bias may be defended by the use of Jeffer
son's exampie. Uprootmg ancient atti
tudes is hard enough without the avail
abﬂity of g:teat Dames to dignify lm
prejudice. -

Still, those traths should notma}:e u
blind to the other bequests of Jeffersor
He is our greatest champion of religiov
freedom, of freedom-of the mind, of & n:
tional vision. Lincoln's greatest weapc
against slavery was supplied him by tt
ideals expressed in Jeflerson's Declan
tion of Ind

Jefferson knew what h}s real ac}:uev
ments, were — the three listed on b
tombstone: author of the Declaration
Independence, of the Virginia Statite £
Religious Freedom, and father of the Ur
versity of Virginia Those works will st
as long as our country stands.

Helsstﬂlafoundertobe reverezi

Garry Wills' latest book, “Negro Pre
dent: Thomas Jefferson and Slave Piipe
will be published this month by Hought
Mijh
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