
 

 
MBA 6301, Business Ethics 1 

Course Learning Outcomes for Unit VI 
 
Upon completion of this unit, students should be able to: 
 

4. Explain the significance of ethics-based decision making in the business environment. 
 

5. Analyze the influence of corporate culture, including leadership, power, and motivation, on business 
ethics in the workplace. 

 
6. Explain the pressures that influence ethical decision making in the organization. 
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Unit Lesson 
 
The Godfather, originally released in 1972, is one of the most highly regarded films of all time. The producer 
based the story on the very powerful Italian-American crime family of Don Vito Corleone. As each generation 
grew up within this high-ranking crime mob family, there followed a series of infidelities, domestic violence, 
and blatant executions of anyone who did not line up with the philosophies of the family and ñthe business.ò 
Through these unscrupulous dealings, power, money, and influence played a significant role in the decision 
making. Donôs youngest son, Michael, attempted to remove himself from what Michael considered the familyôs 
unethical behaviors. Michael married a woman outside of the mob world who eventually the mob gunned 
down. Through a series of family power struggles and influences, Michael eventually, and reluctantly, moved 
back into the family business, demonstrating equally unethical behaviors. 
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