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440 M Chapter s Europeinthe Ageof Religious Wars, 1560-1648.

“The mostimportant poitcal outcome of the Peace, how-
SECTION SUMMARY. ever, was a new balance of power in the empire. Most of the

‘major Catholic and Protestant rules extended their terito-
ies at the expense of smalle principalites and ctis. The
principlites within the empire were acknowledged, i the
Peace of Westphalia, to be virtually autonomous, both from
the emperor and from one another, Inadditon, the constita-
tion of the empire was changed to make it very diffcult for
one prince ora group of princes t disrupt the peace intheir
own intrests. As a result, the agreements at Westphs
werethe beginning of one hundred yearsof eace within the
Holy Roman Empire.

“Another outcome wasthat the Habsburgs, though weak-
ened as emperors, were strengthencd s rulrs of ther own
hereditary ands on the astern fringes of the empire. They
moved ther capital back to Vienna from Prague, and the
sovernment of thei hereditary lands ganed in importance
a5 administration of the empire waned.

Economic Change and Social Tensions

I

Religious strife disrupted the everyday lves of whole communities i the late sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries. Wars devastated many areas of western Europe and contributed
t0 severe economic decline in parts of the Low Countries (the Netherlands), France, and the
Holy Roman Empire. But other factors, most notably a teady risein prices,also played arole
in the dramatic economic and social changes of the century after 1550. Economic changes
altered power relations i cities, in the countryside, and in the reltionship of both to cen-
tral governments. Ordinary people managed their economie difficultiesin a variety of ways:
they sought new sources of work; they protested against burdensome taxes; sometimes they
found scapegoats for their distress among their neighbors.

Economic Transformation and Social Change

‘The most obvious economic change was an unrelenting rise in prices. Sixteenth-century
‘observers attributed rising prices to the inflationary effects of the influx of silver from Spanish
{ertitore in the New World. istrins now bellv tht Earopean causes may lso have
e TevelR Siady]  hlped trigge this price revolutlon. Steady popilation growth cavsed a elative shortags
Tinres e sdenth o gods,partclalyfod, and the reul s higher prices, Beween 1550 and 1600, ith
nd seveeri cruris, ol variatios, theprce of rsn may have risen between 50 and 100 percnt, and some-
esulingfom population e more,in cities throughont Europe. Wages did not keep pace with price; historians
growth and the importation  estimate that wages lost between one-tenth and one-fourth of their value by the end of the
Soedon e om St
S N W et i th countyid was laobcoming o i, Populaion ot cansed
many pessantfarsto b ubided for rumerous ehldrn,eratog iy s that coud
ot Suppart the familes who lived on them. Countiess peasants los what ands they had
1 veahny nvestors who lea them money to et more 1and o to buy seedand toolsand
therecaimed the land when thepeasans faledt0reey. Lan rets Fosebecause of bgh
demand and some peasants were unable to rent land at all. To survive, they sought work as
Qaylaborers for e landlords o mr prosperousfarmers. Many ound their vay toctis,
her they el th anks o th por, I caser Burope pessats faced other s,
for theirlandshada difirent elationship toth ider European economy. Tnemore desely
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‘rbanized western Europe, whose wealthcontroled the patters of trade,sought bulk goods,
particularly grain, from eastern Germany, Poland, and Lithuania. Thus, there was an eco-
‘nomic ncentive for landowners in eastern Europe to bind peasants o the land, just s the
desire of theirrulers for geater cooperation had granted the landlords mare power.Serfdom
now spread in castern Europe, while precisey the opposite condition—a more mobile labor
force—grewinthe West

“The growth of markets around Europe and in Spanish possessions overseas, as well s
‘population growth within Europe, had a marked efect on patternsofproduction and thelives
of rtisans. Production of cloth o a large sale for export,for example, now required lrge.
‘amounts of capital—much more than a typical guild craftsman could amas. Cloth produc-
tion was increasingly controled by new investor-producers with acess o distant markets.
These entreprencurs bought up large amounts of wool and hired it ut t be cleaned, spun.
into thread, and woven into cloth by wage laborersin urban workshops o by picceworkers in
their homes. Thousands of poor women and men inthe countrysid round towns supported.
their familes in this way. n towns, guilds stil egulated most trades but, as their share of
production declined, they could not accommodate the numbers of atisans who sought to
Join them. Fewer and fewer apprenties and journeymen could expect to become master
artisans. The masters began totreat apprentices virtualy as wage laborers, at times, eting.
them go during slow periods.

Anotircopequene of e clsmstsces uld esbrs cnd e the it 1 redce

the artisans’own mothers sisters, and daughters. Increasingly,
s were b o contioue thelt hishand' oo, (hugh o b o 16
1015 percent of households in many trades. Women had raditionally practiced many trades,
but arely followed the formal progressfrom apprenticeship o master status,since they usa-
ally combined work of this kind with househald production. Outright exclusion of women.
from guids occurred a eary a th thirteenth century but now began regulary to appear in
guildstatutes. Town governments also resticted women's participation even in work they
had long dominated, such as seling in markets. Working women thus began to have dif-
ficulty supporting themselves i single or widowed and difficulty supporting thei children.

Profits from expanding production and trade and from higher and values made more
capital available to wealthy urban or landholding famlis to invest in the countryside, by
buying land outright on which t ive ike gentry or by making loans o desperate peasants.
Enterprising landholders rased rents on farming and grazing and wherever they could, or
they converted land tothe production of wool, grain, an other cash crops destined for dis-
tant markets.

‘Asaresult astratum of wealthy, educated, and socially ambitious “new gentry,” as these
families were called in England, began to grow. Many of the men of these families were royal
officcholders. Many bought tiks of nobiliy or were granted noblity a  beneit of their
offces. They often ent money o royal governments. The monumental expense o wars made.
becoming a lender to government,as wel s to individual, an atractve way to live offper-
sonal capital.

No one would have confused these up-and-coming gentry with warrior-arstocrats
from old familes, but the socal disinctions between them are less importan (1o us) than
what they had in common: legal privilege,the security of andownership, and a cooperative
relationship with the monarchy. Monarchs deliberately favored the new gentry ascounter-
weights to independent aristoeats.

Gity governments also changed character. Town councils became dominated by small
‘numbers of privileged families, now more ikelytoliv from landed welth, ke gentry, than
from trade or manufacture. By the beginning of the seventeenth century, traditional guikd
control of government had been eliminated in many place. The long medievl traditon of
towns serving as independent corporate bodies had come to n end.

Coping with Poverty and Violence
“The common people of Europe did not submit passively to either the economic difficulties or

the religious and politcal crises of their day. Whatever their religion, common people took
the nitiaive in attacking members of other faiths o rid their communities of hem, Heretics
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