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Nicholae 0. Kristol and Sheryl

Wubunn are the firat husband

and-wite team to win a FPu

fitzer Prize for journalism, an
award that recognized thelr
work on the democracy move
ment In Tiananmen Square,
China. Together and on their own, they are dynamic, well-traveled professionals with
an impressive list of achievements, published books, and awards.
Kristol s a journalist, columnist, and author. He was born in 1959 in Yamuhill,
Oragon, where he grew up before entering Harvard College. At Harvard he gradu-
fted Phi Bota Kappa and then continued his studies at Oxford University's Magdalen ]
College as o Hhodes Scholar. He has been nominated as a Pulitzer Prize finalist six I3
limes, and in addition to his award with WuDunn, won a second Prize for his writ- ‘ -
ngs focused on the genocide in Darfur. The celebrated Bishop Desmond Tutu called EE
Kristof an “honorary African” for focusing the world's attention on the serious con- 2 ; :
terns of that part of the world, i
Sharyl WubDunn, a third-generation Chinese American, grew up in New York and
4 Uraduated from Cornell University before earning her M.B.A, from Harvard University
and her M.PA. from Princeton University, In the business world, WuDunn is a double-
bottom-iine banker, meaning that she strives to be financially competitive while at
the same time forward-thinking socially, especially as concerns world economies
8 80Cisties,
Together Kristof and WuDunn have coauthored three best-sellers, including the
%000 Wi Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Woren Worldwide (2009).
41 the Sky 15 now a global movement, bringing together Web sites, online games,
82012 PBS television series, and more to further its mission.
" the following article, first published in the New York Times on September 24,
240, Kaisof s Wuunn take a rather surprising argumentative positon in favor \
as the best alternative for workers to climb out of a desperate set of -
| Crumstances, especially In Southeast Asla.
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The 1ruth is, those gr:

1:.4.:
ars since
es to :H_:txcnz and
the surrounding towns and seen the transformation. Wages h

China contributed to a

our :;.L ConNverss ns lF.F.. we ve _r,::::_ I

ave risen
from about $50 a month to $250 a month or more today, | actory condj.

tions have mmproved as businesses have scrambled to t and rnnt the

d video arcades
and computer schools have opened to cater to :‘oﬁ‘_».n_‘w with rising Incomes.
A hint of a middle class has appeared—as has China’s closest thing to 4
Western-style independent newspaper, Southern Weekend.

Partly because of these tens of thousands of sweatshops, China’s ecop.
omy has become one of the hottest in the world. Indeed, if China’s thirty
provinces were counted as individual countries, then the twenty fastest-
growing countries in the world between 1978 and 1995 would all have
been Chinese. When Britain launched the Industrial Revolution in the Jage
eighteenth century, it took fifty-eight years for per capita output to double.
In China, per capita output has been doubling every ten years.

In fact, the most vibrant parts of Asia are nearly all in wh
be called the Sweatshop Belt, from China and South Korea to Malaysia,
Indonesia, and even Bangladesh and India. Today these sweatshop coun-
tries control about one-quarter of the global economy. As the indus-
trial revolution spreads through China and India,
to think that Asia will continue to pick up speed. Some World Bank fore-
casts show Asia’s share of global gross domestic product rising to 55 to
60 percent by about 2025 —roughly the West’s share ar its peak half
a century ago. The sweatshops have helped lay the groundwork for a
historic economic realignment thar js putting Asia back on its feet.
Countries are rebounding from the €conomic crisis of 1997-98 and the
sweatshops —seen by Westerners as evidence of moribund economies—
actually reflect an industrial revolution that is raising living standards in

best laborers. A private housing market has emerged,
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For all the misery they can engender sweatshops at least offer a pre. 2
carious escape from the poverty that is the developing world’s oA
problem. Over the past nmc,. years, countries like India resised foreign
exploitation, while countries that started at 4 similar economic level —ike
Taiwan and South Kor ca—accepted sweatshops as the price of develop-
ment. Today there can be no doubt about which approach worked better.
Taiwan and South Korea are modern countries with Jow rates of infant
mortality and high levels of education; in contrast, every year 3.1 million
Indian children die before the age of five, mostly from diseases of poverty
like diarrhea.

The effect of American pressure on sweatshops is complicated. 2
While it clearly improves conditions at factories that produce branded
merchandise for companies like Nike, it also raises _nvo_.. COSIS across
the board. That encourages less well established companies to En.n_.s.
nize and to reduce the number of employees needed. The %&sﬂ is 10

7 have jobs in Nike plants but to risk jobs for
help people who currently have jobs in p e
others. The only thing a country like ﬁ.»Erc&n has to J er _mm_a__ EE
cheap wages; if companies are mnoi& for paying m_omnrwn»mm.ur e
shift their manufacturing to marginally richer areas
Mexico. . C S

Sweatshop monitors do have a useful .BF. .—MM __kum”u%m factories
to improve safety. They can also E:mmguﬂ_n z.W : o ot
on the environment. The greatest .m”mum“dﬁ_m Asia cach year, three
exploitation of workers but toxic air and ¥ i s pringing up .
million people die from m#mmmﬂmﬁv%ﬁm_uﬂﬁr hroush the chemi-
throughou the region are far more likely t0 g
S e cxpel than chrough e WEE ey e

By focusing on these issues, by working .
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Thinking Critically about the Text

Does the claim made by Kristof and WuDunn that they do not want 1o Prig
sweatshops weaken their argument, or does it serve to strengthen it? Expiai,

W6

Questions on Subject

1. How would you describe the two different mind-sets that Westerners an
Easterners bring to the question of the value of sweatshops?

2. What is so bad about sweatshops, according to the authors?

3. What environmental hazards are caused by sweatshops? Why are these haz-
ards more harmful than poor working conditions?

4. Why do the authors say “The effect of American pressure on sweatshops js
complicated"?

5. What is the meaning of the Chinese proverb that Kristof and WuDunn use to
end their essay?

Questions on Strategy

1. What is Kristof and WuDunn's thesis? (Glossary: Thesis) Where in the essay
do they offer their thesis?

2. Are Kristof and WuDunn authorities on their subject? Why, or why not?

3. Why do you suppose that, in paragraph 2, Kristof and WuDunn begin their
essay with an up-close-and-personal look at Mongkol Latlakorn?

4. What evidence do the authors cite to bolster their argument that without

sweatshops little economic progress would be made for Asian workers?
(Glossary: Evidence)

5. Review Kristof and WuDunn's use of dialogue. How has it enabled them to
show rather than tell? (Glossary: Dialogu )

KRISTOF AND WUDUNN » ey ¢
Hilkig iy
.!::::v.

o try this out, use Kristof and WuDunn's eXploration of :

pivide the class into pro and con sides — those for sgac g_:‘
hose In favor of eliminating them Each side arcc.a&an
gent its arguments before the clags Finally, have the
of the BUCCESS of ach side in (1) articulating its posi
gvidence 10 support that position, and (3) convincing the a idience of its position,

The exercise should give you a good idea of the kind of work that's inw o
preparing a written argument,

Writing Suggestions

1, Writing with Sources. Research the issye of environmental hazards as they
exist in sweatshops around the world. What chemicals and types of poliution
have been documented and what solutions have been sought to reduce these
hazards, if any? Write an argument in favor of any solutions you discover in
your research or for what must still be done. For models of and advice on in-
tegrating sources in your essay, see Chapters 14 and 15,

2. Writing with Sources. Kristof and WuDunn write that sweatshop operators
are reluctant to invest in labor-saving equipment and modern manufacturing
systems because such measures will force the operators .8 increase _sz.s
they charge for manufactured goods, thus sending corporations elsewhere in
search of cheaper labor. Investigate the merits of this maca.oa through re-
search in your library and on the Internet, and argue 335%5&33:5%»
position. For models of and advice on integrating sources in your essay, see

Chapters 14 and 15. o
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