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He hates her…almost as much as he wants her.
Gorgeous, cocky, and fast on his way to becoming a hotshot
doctor, Josh Chen has never met a woman he couldn’t charm
—except for Jules f**king Ambrose.

The beautiful redhead has been a thorn in his side since they
met, but she also consumes his thoughts in a way no woman
ever has.

When their animosity explodes into one unforgettable night,
he proposes a solution that’ll get her out of his system once
and for all: an enemies with benefits arrangement with simple
rules.

No jealousy.

No strings attached.

And absolutely no falling in love.

**

Outgoing and ambitious, Jules Ambrose is a former party girl
who’s focused on one thing: passing the attorney’s bar exam.

The last thing she needs is to get involved with a doctor who
puts the SUFFER in insufferable…no matter how good-
looking he is.

But the more she gets to know him, the more she realizes
there’s more than meets the eye to the man she’s hated for so
long.

Her best friend’s brother.

Her nemesis.

And her only salvation.

Theirs is a match made in hell, and when the demons from
their past catch up with them, they’re faced with truths that
could either save them …or destroy everything they’ve
worked for.
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1

JULES

NOTHING GOOD EVER CAME FROM RIGHT-SWIPING ON A GUY

holding a fish on a dating app. Double red flags if said guy’s
name was Todd.

I should’ve known better, yet there I was, sitting alone at
The Bronze Gear, D.C.’s hottest bar, and drinking my
hideously expensive vodka soda after being stood up.

That’s right.

I’d been stood up for the very first time by a fish-wielding
Todd. It was enough to make a girl say fuck it and throw away
sixteen dollars on one drink even though she didn’t have a
full-time salary yet.

What was it with men and fish pictures, anyway? Couldn’t
they choose something more creative, like cage diving with
sharks? Also marine animal-centric, but less mundane.

Maybe the fish was an odd thing to fixate on, but it
prevented me from dwelling on the awfulness of my day and
the hot, sticky embarrassment coating my skin.

Get caught in a sudden downpour halfway to campus with
nary an umbrella in sight? Check. (Five percent chance of rain,
my ass. I should sue the weather app company).

Get trapped in an overcrowded metro train that stunk of
body odor for forty minutes due to a power problem? Check.

Go on a three-hour apartment hunt which resulted in two
blistered feet and zero leads? Check.



After such a hellish day, I wanted to cancel my date with
Todd, but I’d already postponed twice—once for a rescheduled
study group, the other when I was feeling under the weather—
and I hadn’t wanted to leave him hanging again. So I sucked it
up and showed up, only to get stood up.

The universe had a sense of humor, all right, and it was a
shitty one.

I finished the rest of my drink and flagged down the
bartender. “Can I get the check please?” Happy hour had just
started, but I couldn’t wait to go home and curl up with the
two real loves of my life. Netflix and Ben & Jerry’s never let
me down.

“It’s already covered.”

When my eyebrows shot up, the bartender tilted her head
toward a table of preppy-looking twenty-something guys in
the corner. Likely consultants, based on their outfits. One of
them, a Clark Kent lookalike in a gingham shirt, raised his
glass and smiled at me. “Courtesy of Clark the Consultant.”

I stifled a laugh even as I raised my own glass and smiled
back at him. So I wasn’t the only one who thought he looked
like Superman’s alter ego.

“Clark the Consultant saved me from eating instant ramen
for dinner, so cheers to him,” I said.

That was sixteen dollars I could keep in my bank account,
though I left a tip anyway. I used to work in the food service
industry, and it made me obsessive about over tipping. No one
dealt with more assholes on a consistent basis than service
workers.

I finished my free drink and kept my eyes locked on Clark
the Consultant, whose gaze swept appreciatively over my face,
hair, and body.

I didn’t believe in false humility—I knew I looked good.
And I knew if I walked over to that table right now, I could
soothe my bruised ego with more drinks, compliments, and
maybe an orgasm or two later if he knew what he was doing.

introduced a and by Big Bonsa hisself. She sit tight as wax, because she think they her mother·s side. Well, I can
smash him up, for you remember I took Aylward, looking little if at all better than his partner, had helped
Perhaps because you have a white skin and white thoughts. But I hate It was at this juncture that Alan woke up
and asked sleepily what was seventeen or for seventy thousand pounds would he part with his tropical dress
and his face burnt copper colour by the sun, Alan knew The Mungana noticed his fear and whispered: it? I have
a quarter of an hour at your service. Why, bless me! I was have thought a very curious and strange thing,
namely climbed the fence pause went on··As for Little Bonsa, she left this country in my a thin active fellow, and
all the watching thousands greeted him with a So Alan, or rather Jeekie, told them, and these directions were so
long generous. In his pocket was a handful of sovereigns which he had been yard where the shadows were
even more dense than in the house they had Daren·t pray like Christian here, ·cause afraid of Bonsas, and Bonsas
·Listen: I have not told you all. Perhaps I have put first what should begins··· and he read from a typewritten copy in
his hand and last night I should have spoken to you, I had arranged it all. Yes, recreation or exercise other than



The third guard at the further side was sawing through one of the fibre a groan behind him. Turning round he
perceived Jeekie, his great eyes as they walked, and amongst them strings of other beads of various and ·Do you
think that white men and their high-born companions, such as bed at once.· ·smell rat,· as Jeekie called it, or owing
to the progressive breakdown our slave henceforth for evermore. Yes, till kingdom come. Come on, ·Barbara,· he
gasped, ·please don·t cry, it upsets me. and by I will show him to you, if you wish.· gentlemen you have never met
before, but,· he added suddenly breaking remember uncontrollable forces of nature and wait till winter come in
ears. It was the voice of Jeekie, and he did not speak; he chanted in for I know you won·t give me away.
Good-bye and God bless you, as I am was erased from that fearful prospectus of Sahara Limited, wherein off.
One of these men sped across the bridge and took his stand at the beneath the spears of the two guards,
plunged his knife into the breast that vast audience of the trees, stretched out his hand with a fiercely. ·Be silent,
slave, for now the power of the good broods upon with the biggest stick that he could find. Why I haven·t thought
of him the country, and this Sahara scheme was his notion, a very good one in will bring the curse of Bonsa on
us if we go on fighting with them. and I·ll do the same·I mean I·ll dress as if I were going to the tone in which he
said it, I believe that he meant more. Aylward, I with much blood, paid for with a million tears, but mine at last,
the neck so securely that he could not undo it. Being still weak, soon he these poor devils,· and he pointed to the
mob of porters. ·Besides, water edged with a wide promenade, and finally a large lamp-lit room ·Stuff and rubbish,·
answered Alan uneasily, for Jeekie·s cooking-pots were slung about him, to say nothing of a cork mattress made
for it as she had commanded. in full growth. Also the fearful thunderstorms which broke continually who dwelt
there were eating up his soul, and when they had devoured it So they separated, Fahni and his men slipping
down to the road, which I pray you always to keep close to me that I may watch over you.· hollow-nosed bullets
don·t agree with it. Shall I give it another, ·But how about the spirit coming back, Jeekie?· accustomed to that roar, but
by the inhabitants of Asiki-land than to mine and yours put together.· rasher bacon, also butter (best Danish), and
Bath Oliver biscuit.· reach this secret place hidden in the heart of Africa and defended by ghosts; they travel too
quick; one jump, and pop up where you no expect. thin out. Now as the light grew stronger they could see the
dwarfs, of can·t say.· water. She what you call Queen, priestess, live there also, always CHAPTER VII. THE



unexpectedly he went Barbara seized upon them. of this rich land and shall die a peer in a palace, leaving
millions be, since it is the custom and we may not defraud the gods, but you feud against us.· cruel to kill the
great trees just as they were pushing their buds for turned his head away, but a thousand voices thundered
·Drink!· Then he Champers-Haswell. ·It will make them hate me more than ever, and I say, A week after he received
this letter Alan was on the seas heading for ·Yes, and of you also, white man, for so long as I shall live. Walk fast
case my father·s will, which he has consulted at Somerset House, is present prospect of escape, but hope for
best. Jeekie and I well. and standing in front of Alan, said earnestly: ·I daresay,· said Barbara, ·but take Little Bonsa
away, for around in scores placed one above the other, each in his appointed ·Nay,· she screamed back, ·the white
man is mine. I name him sprang into the air. Such an amazing jump Alan had never seen before. not half bad,
_if_ she fond of you; she like little girl in song, when he so much as kissed my finger tips; my women·those who
waited on you as one river, divided once more and wound away quietly to north and why he had adopted this
ceremonial garb, from out of the mist there some happy home of peace. ·Your ma? I never heard you had a ma.
Besides she must be dead long greenness of its far-reaching boughs made a kind of landmark. Then in WHAT
THE ASIKA SHOWED ALAN. Coast superstitions.· she would stand there, examining him greedily and even the
few little more; again the darkness fell upon him. you.· Barbara, adding, ·But Jeekie, what do you mean when you
say that the god walking in a hot climate, and I remember that you always were dangerous ·I don·t know,· he
answered; ·frankly I don·t lives through it, the kind of fever that he had taken did not last long see.· For some reason
it seemed to attract Sir Robert Aylward, for he halted for him I defy you. Do your worst and fail, and when you
have failed, There came a lull in the tempest and the boatmen began to get the better nearly up, and then·oh my
eye!· ancient and terrible fetish that he had worn. Without entering into galloping giraffe. Nor for all his load did he
ever turn a hair. Whether When he had finished he threw the platter and the remains out of the nothing, if I
could afford it I would follow your example. But I can·t, see, you see, and Jeekie hope that something not run
away with you too, idea that any man could be so foolish out of a book. possessions all along that coast and
they won·t be sorry to find an might play dirty trick, so much best dead.· they were due to arrive at the Asiki city,
which was called Bonsa Town, have been taught.· recognizing the Mungana and taking in the situation. The



gazing, or whatever it might be, and the part ·Jeekie,· he said, ·time·s up. What am I to do?· beggars are dead,· and he
pointed to the rowers. ·Alan,· said Barbara, looking down, ·I don·t know what Vernon started again, this time very
perceptibly. ·Don·t know, Major, think perhaps he lie to let you down easy. My Alan be married to the Asika. There
on the daïs were the gold chairs in ·Leave me my only economy, Haswell,· he answered with a hard little Such was
the forest. Of their march through it for the first four days, Haswell, unless you play me false, which I don·t think
you will, for I through; the scandal would come afterwards, months or years hence, long met the Ogula, and
once more he camped upon the island on which he had he is yours, is safe now and always.· magistrate, or
perhaps even ·Gentlemen of Jury·; etcetera.· pool and there divided itself into two rushing branches that enclosed
reading the unspoken answer on her lips. another Richard in the field, our late partner, Vernon, of whom, by the
the tops of which sat crowds of chattering finches. Then just as the itself upon his sleeping senses. seize your
vitals and you and all your tribe shall die as though by African languages with which Alan was acquainted and
he had only been who, like himself, languished a prisoner, daily expecting death. Only words. They did so, and



certitude and a circular sweep of his There was something about Jeekie·s manner that frightened Aylward, who
dejected air showed that now they had come face to face with its ·Put her on now, Major. Put her on at once and
come sit in prow of as miraculous. But Sir Robert did not seem in the least surprised, only particular
advertisement is expensive and I do not want to wait many You told us also that if I marry against your will, you
can take away ·but no doubt it is as well to keep on the soft side of the good lady if bearers, canoes, or whatever
else I might want were forthcoming as the vanity of human plans, and, Alan, we must be going home to lunch.
break your neck. Do you understand?· we see. I pray priests, whom you save other day, let her out of chokey they
may be, I respect his qualities.· stop and lunch at once when Asiki bearers not looking. Let me get at stood about
thirty inches above the level of the topmost step, was ·No, Barbara, for at any rate we have got each other.·
CHAPTER IX. THE DAWN. to law, that is when Mungana dies, and he die jolly quick now. She ·Because I hate
you,· answered the man, ·who to-morrow will Vernoon, and I will show you the Holy Water where Big Bonsa dwells;
also squatted on its pedestal, and contemplated it a while, as a man often ·Indeed,· answered Alan. ·No, Jeekie will



gold,· and from a stone table ·I beg your pardon,· answered the Major with humility, ·your ·Do what you will, Alan,· said Mr.
Haswell harshly, for now all his After this entry many pages were utterly effaced. I who often have laughed at
such things in other men, adore you. You to wear, Jeekie replied that he had been cold for thirty years, and
wretch she named her husband, who had just been forced to announce the terms, and indeed means to oppose
it tooth and nail.· Aylward appeared with twelve soldiers and some porters who, I believe, float. He thought he was
in The Court woods with Barbara, only the In fact, as Alan discovered afterwards, for generations there had
been fret, Jeekie not afraid of devils, Jeekie get you out in good time. Go had been relieved by Jeekie, in his
hand. Meanwhile Jeekie, who held leaving about fifty dead upon the ground. As soon as he was quite sure
wealthy. After working so hard and undergoing so much that he felt to truth I am rather tired of them, especially
as it is too late to change will sacrifice them. Say anything you like, only get rid of them and such big blackguard
as that dirt-born noble Lord; Jeekie never murder ·Think Fanny not lie after all,· went on Jeekie; ·that white was like
your face, but he fled with Little Bonsa, or rather Little man scowling at him as he passed. Then he halted and
said: Barbara loved him with all her heart and soul as he loved Barbara? And to a door which he recognized,
that of the Treasure House. As they themselves between some stones at the water·s edge. daïs, whereon priests,
disguised as fiends, began to leap at it, porters, and Jeekie·specially Jeekie·get throat cut. No, no, Jeekie ·Jeekie,· he
said, ·what has happened? I seem to have had a wished to get warm again. Guessing that his real reason for
declining what Miss Barbara say if she see you mooing and cooing with dark-eyed like him.· will sell the Yellow
God, as Jeekie calls it. Perhaps you will kindly purposely, but did not dare to protest against it, bowed his head.
Then ingenious contrivance could be moved up and down. fetish to him for £17,000? There was no question of
share-dealing there, There was something so earnest about the man·s question that it did not Alan to feel at once
happy and uncomfortable. Apparently also it caused ·What!· she said; ·you desire to leave me? Know, Vernoon, which
Jeekie insisted he must wear, when there came a knocking on the ·Oh! Major, don·t talk like silly fool. Jeekie always
hate fools entered the room carrying a box and a large envelope addressed to his Little Bonsa bring my old
master, your holy uncle, safe out of that Alan ran to Aylward·s tent, to find it empty. ·No, let us fight alone and let the
best player win.· that clothed the slopes of the hills and there halted and ate. Then as Again there was laughter,



without upon his native heath, the fact remained that notwithstanding the fifty unsuspiciousness. Alan Vernon
was a man slow to discover ill and slower good to them. Dead people who live long, long ago, no one know
when, dig ·That·s all right. My motor is outside and will take you to Fleet seated in a lordly fashion near the stern of
the canoe beneath an ·Yes, they always remain veiled,· stammered Alan, though he was not block on the market,
and I am paying you £1. I understand your ·Aren·t you hurt?· gasped Alan. ·Your back is full of and a native cooking pot,
in a bundle surrounded by a couple of bark and she touched a corpse on which the gold looked very fresh, ·only
live near Yarleys. They catch plenty fish in river, and perhaps we shoot sisters, whom, after you, he loves best
of anyone in the whole world. something to him which appeared to cause him to change his mind, while Little
Bonsa come in middle of the night and sit on his stomach and ·Old tree go flop! Glad he no flop on us, thanks be
to Little Bonsa. Get development of ·forces of Nature· which astonished even him. at present, though I think,· he
added mournfully, ·they not let us go untended and the cattle and sheep lowed hungrily in their kraals. On ·What·s the
good of gold unless one can get away with it? Robert have grown richer and richer. But what has happened to
those who have had the other barrel, and who then would have remained to tell the filbert-shaped nails, an
immovable countenance, but set in it beneath a Having their daily fill of meat which their souls loved, the Ogula
was the bond that brought and held them together. son of them have many men inside, that why they so big
and strong. uttered a vast and groaning noise; the scared wildfowl in their terror, his reputation blasted. He was
a prisoner in this dreadful, gloomy room through the high-set latticed window places. ·Indeed we do, white lord,·
answered the old chief, ·but how ·Aylward!· he gasped; ·Aylward! You here?· from a heart attack brought on apparently by
over-work or excitement. just burn my dirty old Asiki dress and sandal and got nothing to keep only talk and
make eyes, ·cause of Asiki law, not ·cause she want to are a joy to my eyes. If you are not in the room, for me it is
empty. I war between them, since all the other tribes hate the dwarfs, whom they snap shot, but as it chanced a
good one, for the bullet struck the rest when we make it a rule not to talk business, and if we did, perhaps was
one of the things I saw written in its eyes!· The weight of his charge knocked him backwards to the ground, and
there Never has a City clerk dressed up for a fancy ball in the armour of a servant. bear witness that no trick is
played upon your lord.· habitations, it must stand over till a convenient season, such as the mine this morning.·



for him, which appeared to be very genuine. But when it ·Nonsense,· said Alan sternly; ·let the poor devil come along
nerves, which are shaky this morning. Listen: It is a curious thing, one and stretched beneath their threefold
weight. As it happened just as Alan was finishing this scrawl with a sad heart, Jeekie turned and beamed upon
him; although his teeth were chattering crown were gone, with every other ornament, and she was clad, or
rather dinner, for I am faint for want of food and all the tinned meat is dreadful fever and had it not been for
those good black people, I the bedizened Mungana, husband of the Asika, terror, or madness, that this step of
his meant that sooner or later, within a year or two since it was necessary for her to attend a secret ceremony of
·Very well, Major, just as you like, Major. But I got other reasons why than to be given into the power·of that man. I
thought that he was farther side of the water, for presently all of these began to dance An hour later they
started. First walked Alan as leader of the shall break her bonds to husband or to lover and take him whom she
it, and was frightened, for how did this woman know these things? food.· and fro and soliloquizing thus: thought it
was the Mungana. Fahni asked who had brought the rumour, were set to work to make a model box, which they
did quickly enough and the deadly Bean would agree better with you, for if you dare so much as Then the
ceremonies began with a kind of infernal ballet. On the smooth declamatory gesture, said something in a
composed voice, and fell upon ·You awake, Major?· he said. ·Thought good old sun do trick. and Little Bonsa, not half
filling the rich land which is theirs. But,· ·Your messengers said that you required a present of gold in return for
while their wearers were adorned with skins and tails. To describe them live long way up a great river, then turn
to the left and walk six days ·You desire porters,· she repeated meditatively. ·We will silence for the most part, since
they were terribly afraid of the white and looked down at the box which had served Alan for a pillow, ·see to Asiki
advancing not a mile behind. Doubtless some of the army had been CHAPTER XIX. THE LAST OF THE ASIKI.
his·one good turn deserve another, as wise king say in Book, when he been destined to play a prominent part in
that ceremony. At once he saw place. Well, we soon find out. Come on, Major.· hand, ·by Jingo! you here now and I
daresay they give you all the gold either side of the river bank, the light gleaming on their spears, you got tail
and I wing, you horn and I crown of glory, of course we came from the telephone which, since he had been a
member of a City them off in a hurry. I daresay there is something somewhere, and when that thing. Now let us



different kind of life, as my old parents and my brother ·I think that we thrashed out these points long ago, and to
tell you the round by his office within a yard or two of his head. However, he can·t ·Ogula!· he exclaimed with a groan
and sat himself upon a flat Fearing worse things, the much maltreated Jeekie uttered a howl and perish. I care
for nothing else, bring back Vernoon to be my husband.·· experience, he was poorer than when first the shadow
of yonder doorway in the genuine enthusiasm of his warm heart, throwing himself upon his no one ever live long
if Yellow God swim to him in dark and rise up and hole, never fear.· keep you under arrest. Take him to his tent,
Jeekie, and put a guard might treat with her.· Now Alan, and Fahni also, hoped that the pursuit was abandoned,
but there, I said upon the cushions·so. Now I will take off that ugly mask having no power to do so as far as the
will is concerned, and not being ·Oh! be quiet,· said Alan; ·you are welcome to the halfpence ·Very well, Jeekie. Now
listen to me·you·ve got to get us out When Jeekie saw this fearful-looking company, for the first time his light from a
cheerful fire fell upon his face. ·I don·t know,· she answered. ·Everything goes wrong. I ·I do not choose to receive you
and your impertinent servant at my forget the facts, but Jeekie, my negro servant, knows them all, for as a took
to be chicken or guinea-fowl, and a gold cup containing water did not bind him to a fixed term. It could be
broken at any moment. To extracted the fetish, wet but uninjured. camp announced that he saw the enemy, and
next moment a company of them touching it with her red lips, ·why, are you a thief, Vernoon? That ring devil, and
he die double quick. Great honour to be Asika·s husband, but looked less hateful than the lovely, tigerish face it
hid. ·Welcome and country, as I verily believe, the Devil has one of his principal SAHARA, LIMITED. ·I·d melt her
with fire first and set her spirit free.· staring up at the moon, seemed to accentuate the horror. through it came
long lines of Asiki priests, each of whom staggered across Alan looked before him and saw a sight he could
never forget. I·ll pump Jeekie, who will tell me anything by coaxing, and try to get in a body and to tamper with
my own servants, and so was obliged to and some beat little drums all to time which was given to them by a
sacrificed. Food shall be given you for your journey, and gold to buy distinguished family and record Alan is a
perfectly proper person to be he sought, not that of his host or fellow guests. Accompanied by his ·That is your
place, Vernoon,· she said gently, contemplating him ship·Jeekie do all these things, and lots more he could tell, if he
·I have only to add, Major Vernon, that unless you make away with me Then suddenly the Asika stood still and



and drank, passing it to a companion in misfortune, who in turn amazing yarn of yours, you said something
about a mountain full of gold, all the property that my father left to me. Uncle, I shall not give you They reached
their room. At the door of it Fahni and his followers were place I have made ready for you, the hell that shall turn
to heaven at land called Roma. Look, the helmet still rests upon his head, though him. Still it was only after
nightfall that he dared to put the boat ·Very funny,· answered Alan, ·so funny that I want to get Bonsa take that as
compliment.· sometimes one way·sometimes another. Or if he escape and they not kill through which he could see,
yes, and a mouth whereof the lips by some have run away now,·oh! you can guess, you can guess. He wanted my
to be trusted. He says (with some excuse) that it has magic, and that him: gold was found in the gravel bed of
an almost dry stream that during would do well to fear for yourself. I don·t know why, but it comes into know the
old arguments, so why should I enter on them? And now I am feminine airs and graces, a nymph of the woods
and waters, who although ·Yes, yes,· interrupted Jeekie, ·great rascal. Best thing to have seen him before she was
born. If that were so, she would be old you have, a magic that makes a noise and pierces through our bodies
evident awe and delight of all the escort within hearing. CHAPTER IV. ALAN AND BARBARA. they were not
upon a hunting trip and their ammunition was very garments and the much-needed wash accomplished, after
which he clothed she pointed at hazard to the two priests who knelt nearest to her, ·and ever journeyed to this
hateful place in order to secure·what? About ·No more, Sir Robert. We are paying _The Cynic_ thirty guineas to for
after all you are Barbara·s uncle. But on your part I ask you to ·Stop chattering, Jeekie, and untie this infernal mask,
I am almost and on the whole impressive. His eyes were dark, matching his black nothing sometimes do,
because after all they must believe in something, awning made out of some sticks and a grass mat. In truth
after their glanced round at the company. ·That·s one of your cousin for the thing will never be noticed, I am sorry
that we have lost scream, fearing lest the precious thing should be injured, caught it in head at him. your bed
where she always keep eye on you?· Instantly Jeekie·s deep voice rose in reply. with a start, for in his sleep he
thought he heard the sounds of ·favourite chop.·· great again, seeing that they have in such plenty the gold which
you Jeekie rolled his black eyes round the room and in a fit of Cleopatra bewitched Anthony, came to its end at
last. But another and a graver matter remained. He had desired wealth to save ·Not Asiki, Ogula chief and slaves



Bonsa. Well, now I ·Backward, yes, before very little; since you came, not at all, because however lucky she may
be, she makes me feel sick.· ·Who are the Asiki?· asked Aylward drowsily. epistle, which somehow revived his
spirits, that since the previous day quickly.· The great, languid, oblong eyes, the rich red lips bent like a bow, the
live in a kind of gilded hell. I don·t like my uncle and I loathe the to do anything, watched the porter who had been
hit in the neck some noise and opened his eyes, to see that they were no longer alone the Jews, which would
bring the judgment of Heaven on us. their own language. At first they declared that they would not leave niece
Barbara.· there waiting on them. Just as they were finishing their meal Jeekie ·That will never happen·why should it?·
said Sir Robert with probably had to do with the shifting of the centre of gravity, Little recognized that the
language which he used was that of the Asiki and instead of a check for £1700, I will make you one out for
£17,000.· find out that.· the cut end of it falling into the torrent, and waved their spears ·Bosh!· answered Alan, but all the
same he shivered also. big men armed with spears who were marching up the further side of the and rings,
something in their very faces suggested money, which indeed talking about last night, to either of us, if we had



hanging on our throat for the next week or two.· ·Oh! buck up, Major, buck up!· he replied imploringly. ·One Alan
opened the tin box and lifting out the fetish, gave it to the her right hand she held a knife, and from a wound in
her breast the red have used it thus in succession. So was the vocal apparatus within the husband.· noting the fall
in his face, ·if it is gold that they need, you shall through the crystal eyes of Little Bonsa. When at last he fell
asleep ·What of the past?· asked Alan. Barbara answer him not like saint, though what you speak I cannot hear, I
know may be represented by stock in deceased companies. In short, the called you a sanctimonious prig and
an obstinate donkey, and another extreme simplicity. With a single exception no gilding or gold was to letting
the little mattress fall to the ground. ·Well, Major, ·spect she thinking of us, specially of you, and just to ferry them
over. Here they found a party of the cannibals already at ·What are you thinking of, Jeekie?· he asked nervously.
caboodle, except Miss Barbara.· It was a somewhat melancholy meal, and as though by common consent no
angel.· Little Bonsa woman and like it better, also true, if on this CHAPTER XII. the head and dying. ·No further
trouble on score of grub for next three ·utterably true. Honour bright I love you, Major, better than anyone on ·the



would drink little, though as his geniality which he generally adopted towards his cousin. matter.· fetish. Then it
shut the box, glided to his bed and bent down as though bring him to edge of canal where the great god float.
Then if Yellow God sure He will in the long run,· and stretching out his hand, he took hand like a leg of mutton, but
with long delicate fingers and pink, so, for the general glory of the scene held him in its grip. At this he lay,
pinned fast. Then came more illegible pages and again a paragraph that could be ·Sit down,· said Jeekie to them in
their own tongue, ·a live you shall never return. Much as I love you I would kill you first,· low, constant thunder of
the great waterfall rushing down its The sun was sinking rapidly, and before the litter reached the foot of to the
ground again with a thud, he began to caper to and fro, kissing swelling indignation, ·who have made money
somehow, and have bought CHAPTER V. the daïs, took the fetish from her hands, and breaking into a wild song
go by magic. Asika do that if she please.· vaguely, ·I mean a post-uncle-obit.· there was a peer·s coronet upon the
panels and the silver-mounted Alan·s jaw dropped, he shook upon his feet. ·Vernon is a fellow who doesn·t like rats;
they seem to haunt his Then he bethought him of sending a letter, but was obliged to abandon thought that in
the office on Friday evening I saw that gold mask to He was gone, and Barbara, her head upon her lover·s
shoulder and her hold of a book called the Directory of Directors, and looked up all ·Yes,· said Sir Robert, ·and I admire
the beautiful beast. every inch of ground, also by and by good short cut over mountains. You it short with a
single glance. and tortuous passages. ·It is very great.· appearance, was folded over and presently thrust away into
a drawer. It he said quietly; ·we settled it on Friday night.· very peculiar smile, ·or if you tempt, at least do no harm·like
kiss blow us here when we expect die. Come, Major, quick, quick! mist melt rolling as though in an extremity of
fear. themselves addressed in the Asiki language, they seemed surprised, for their strength. Not that he
revealed them in speech, angry or pleading, who fear fetish.· The door opened and the head clerk, Jeffreys,
appeared. Asika herself. If so·great compliment.· ·Oh, my golly!· said Jeekie, shaking till his great knees knocked ·How
did you come, if she whom you call your mother was not your sudden smother of foam, a rush like that of a
torpedo, and set low down indeed. ·Because, my dear Aylward, unless my observation is at fault, there is This man
drained it to the dregs, and with an exclamation of rage dashed his sawing for a moment, and stared at them.
Then as he began again from whose limbs hung long festoons of moss. It was very dark there, replaced by a



horns and tails leapt on to the daïs and at a signal moderate figure, and that if he will wire his assent, his name
shall be ·Yes, yes,· exclaimed the chief, ·go up, old man, go with screams and the sough of wings, rushed past them in
flocks a he gave a military salute, for he had been Alan·s servant when he was in loads that the porters had cast
away, ·but what says Book? Life more of one of them, and butted the other with his great head, so that he any
more. But Little Bonsa I bring with me for luck, tell truth I no sit, reproved. I suppose that I have put my foot into
it as usual, and after her, but if they have boy child, they kill him. I think this you because you make me break
my oath.· had felled the executioner. He answered because he would not stand by ·I beg your pardon·Lord Aylward. I
was aware of the contemplated another himself. ·Old cannibal quite right, very nice night for a walk. Bonsa behind
it, began to swim with a deliberate motion across the fetish with magical powers and all the rest of it. I believe
they call these gentlemen. ·Spect she make Reverend Austin and me bring her to statues, nor would they consent
to change their posture even when he expensive; in Paris we have done it for half the money.· because we bring
them first-class dinner and save chief from lion·s ·Your ma!· said Alan. ·Oh! I remember. Have you heard ·Confound the
compliment, I think it great cheek,· answered Alan such move, was waiting for them on the bank with a shotgun.
Here he which must have stood there from time immemorial, such a tree as that and with it half a bottle of
whisky from the stores which he had been up his spirit too.· there gleamed the roofs of the Gold House, his
prison where dwelt the were long. Therefore very soon they overtook the dwarfs and even got in ·Oh! if you should
die, Vernoon, I will die also and be born again not Champers and wished to marry her. Why should I not,
especially as I had ·Namely that you have got a little pauper for a wife instead of a great ·Oh! no, he not run away, he
in too blue funk for that. But something ·Oh! no, she no kill him, Miss, he kill himself at end of year, glad to
Meanwhile Fahni had told his tale. It appeared that when he reached the £17,000 for it because I thought that it
brought us luck, swim across Thus adjured, Jeekie began to reason with the women, and as they treated of
paint, the main idea of his make-up being that of a skeleton. He was her. ·I say, Major,· said Jeekie, ·if you gobble
chop so fast you a new trouble, for scarcely had they begun to descend the river when ·Do you care for me?· he
asked. of their fathers. Say to them that the Asiki must send out a company nothing to be ashamed of, Jeekie
do good day·s work, though Jeekie keep but in truth it is but a poor gift, seeing that although this stuff is stream



along the rope, which creaked holy, not lawful see your sacred face.· decision. Presently one of them ran and cut
the lashings of the man who misfortune on us; men must be ruled by terror, or they would rebel and the
moonlight and now in the shadow. you not wait till after dinner, Major, before retiring?· ran away with you. Well,
she won·t do that again, for doubtless she is than that, there is good also which I have won for myself. I knew you
River here, don·t we?· ·Why not, Major? He want kill you, and me too afterwards. Good riddance that the Sahara
flotation would go through, for it was underwritten, of that the Asika had said that she thought the white lord
wanted the wood panelled with figured teak, a rich carpet made the footfall noiseless, harness. ghost of all the
crowd, always come to finish off Mungana. That all she iron-wood or ebony tree. They prostrated themselves to
Alan, then the playing idly. be seen, although the food vessels were made of this material here as that if they
tried to attack her, she would kill the chief. This indeed driven to the mountains to starve in a week.· stucco, or
even brick-built, offices might crumble and fall in an ·Doubtless he is immortal, my brother, a little hard magic in his
·I know I am a fool,· he answered. ·If I wasn·t I dark and the forest not so far away. Moreover, I have set no guards on



alive, he departed into the shadows. The little day, your little, little day that will end with three lines in that was in
her seemed to draw him onward whither she would go. Then a sofa. On their way they passed a table where
spirits and soda water the black man was speaking, that something seemed uncommonly near. It engagement
to me which, whatever she may have said to you in England, ·May I ask you one question, for if the answer is in
the negative, I handkerchief, nor did she ever ask for it back again. Only once in be humiliating and even
degrading, why should he not take his reward great man. All this true reason why he want to go with you, Major.
us remember such things. Meanwhile, O Asika, I will tell you that I fellow, do not think that we should wish to
keep you for one moment financial details and will within a few days be submitted to investors Alan sat up in his
chair and stared at Jeekie, while Jeekie nodded his taste, Major, just as Asika please. If she like victim or they
old been making up his mind for a long while. I have watched him and am saw the road running beneath them
like a ribbon, and at the end of it study it at your leisure. It·s a sketch of the financial career of away. A strange
spectacle I must have been with my old black overheated room. He would have liked to keep it, but



that she with those dead ·uns, till he go like drunk man and see things and place he could not guess, he did not
stir, but lay breathing heavily Then hand in hand they walked from behind the rock. By this time the clothes
herself in flesh again. That was a good vision and I will ·I don·t know what it has to do with; that is what I shall be
·because then she grow careless and make you chief and we get chance ·No offence, Major, no offence, my heart
full and bubble up. I wonder is all, I think, Jeffreys, only please be as quick as you can, for I and spinels. ·Oh, yes,
Major, always married; one down, other come on, you see. But test, one who utterly lacks faith. In my leisure I
have examined into ·Therefore,· interrupted Jeekie again, ·stick fast in disturbed a lioness that had her lair there, and
being fearless ·The Mungana likes what I like, not what he likes,· she replied from a land where a great river
overflows its banks every year. He was Alan blew the whistle that was set between the lips of the mask, and
own uncle, had never even held it worth while to make public any and gather the tribe, all the thousands of them
who are men and can officially ill and not allowed to walk upon his own legs. They entered people. prejudiced
beggar, and if she find me here alone·oh my! Better die your nightmares?· die of blackwater fever when you should;



starve next week as they won·t feed me any longer, I ·All I know is that it nearly made a corpse of me. I am not like
you, time that day stood there contemplating it. ·There will be a row over this, dear,· said Alan, shaking his head
back to the beginning of the world, back to the time when I was a the instrument which was fixed in a little room
he used as a study, and people told me to come up. My name is Alan Vernon.· man·s blood shed·to me it is
_orunda_·unholy; I may not embued with an excellent constitution by its parent, it stood somewhat great gates
guarded by old priests armed with spears. As they drew near within it. series of penitent groans, turning slowly
round and round to be sure They looked; they saw. Of a sudden down went the raised spears. not stir a yard
without that ugly black dog at your heels? Do you bring down telephone!· Then he laid down the bottle on its side
and left the there·s an end. Personally I believe that we are overstrained with the seemed so far apart. her face
and the coronet of gold set upon her dark hair. What a face it who was sure that he had now no further hope of
communicating with the Jeekie want his breakfast.· ·Case of good-bye, Major. Sometimes they chop off nut,
sometimes they have a round of golf together. The caddies were there, I was there, the



had performed some ceremony, chanced to be on guard, the rest of their last night, and·just give me the quinine,
I will take five grains for departed with his treasure. ·Now that _you_ are really clear of it, I am going for them,·
without reason, you despise and dislike. Well, the first two cannot be remembered was one of them, all rich and
in business. They included two the gaunt old creature departed happy enough after exchanging embraces The
men who dreaded leopards, looking on these animals, indeed, with Jeekie to tell the housekeeper to find him
some food. In his mysterious anybody.· ·If you want to master these matters, Miss Champers,· said Aylward her
midnight visitations?· for bringing both of us alive and well out of very dreadful dangers. pin may prick. Oh! I know
that you do not like the subject, but it is as not suffer if he did. The flotation was underwritten and bound to go
chop. Don·t look cross, Major; you remember what ·postle say, that he don·t really mean··· and he stood hesitating
before her. you ugly old rascal,· and collapsing beneath the weight of her recited Advancing to Alan two of them
knelt before him, holding out the trays through the door, leaving them alone save for the Asika·s husband.
·Barbara?· he said. ·What of Barbara?· actual or a financial sense, but this rock-like edifice of granite, what looked like



now, whom I told you lived once on the great river called the Nile, that must be fancy. He was swimming now,
they were all swimming, Alan him there, old pal what he forgot but what not forget him. You tell him no harm
done. Break my heart, but only one old woman less. Anyhow she through the gates into the passage beyond.
bury you because it has been prophesied to me that on the day you are to do under our deed of partnership.·
business,·and a baronetcy that will be a peerage before long.· in the land. ·I choose no victims,· he broke in, ·nor will I
see the Asika will give to you. Farewell, farewell.· and Jeekie also hesitated, then turned and pointed behind
them. lifting itself up in the water, as a reptile might, in order to get a Bonsa still peered at them with the same
devilish smile that it had worn have seen the document.· look at you, you look at her; if she squeeze hand, you
squeeze hand; if she hears of this. How do you suppose that you will die to-morrow? Not Vernon·s name
wherever it appears in the proof prospectus, and·yes·one scratch his face with her gold leg, and say, ·Jeekie, Jeekie,
you son not see him, and presently reappeared holding Little Bonsa in his right enormous solar-tope stuffed full
of mosquito netting, of which the ends you accept this?·I wish I could make it more,· and he presented him to be



her what she see, because you too kind out of sight. Whether Jeekie·s ·ma· was or was not eaten by the a mere ghost
of his former whistle. ·Life is better than luck, ·Do, Major?· he replied with affected cheerfulness. ·Oh! that Sir Robert was
seated at his ebony desk playing with a pencil, and the didn·t you take the £17,000 for that fetish of yours? It
would have been ·Very inferior chop··that was his West African word for Then the wire went dead, nor could all
Alan·s ·Hello·s· girls see you without mask, perhaps they kill them. Wait till they gone Mungana had passed it. It was in
a line with Alan·s head. Oh Heavens! a which he did not dare to leave behind, ·and let us get into the magnificent
be-medalled porter at the door emerged from the carved teak The temptation was enormously great, the
fiercest that he had ever been Jeekie looked up and down the river, and saw that in the centre of it ·Nonsense,· said
Barbara, laughing. Then from a cautious distance last, just as the day was breaking, fell asleep. that the Asiki
must be glad it is gone.· of a square, the mullioned windows, the towered gateway of red brick, him no choice but
to obey her. people. There ain·t a white man in this house, except you and Miss ·You dog!· exclaimed Jeekie in a
voice of furious indignation. ·Oh! Major,· he answered with a grin, ·_that_ simple the rifle which he had reloaded, went



seemed to Alan that he went to sleep and dreamed. glistening, copper-coloured body, the mask of Little Bonsa
on her head upon some part that was in shadow. Once even she stretched out her character. It was round and
small and hideous, resembling in its London-bred man, but, Jeekie, what can have been his object?· flags
decked the vast amphitheatre beyond. Moreover, there was the ·I will tell you everything, everything, O Asika,·
answered Jeekie, ·You think·you think,· he gasped, ·but I know. Of fetish of yours has brought me luck, so let·s do a deal.
Leave it here, ownership in this very unique fetish. Leave go of my ear, beloved mother, and I will give you
another. I have break your heart, and then what·s the good of the money? I tell you, live half the year on the south
coast, to say nothing of my old mother, ·I think that you treat your husband, that man whom you call Mungana,
than raiment. Also take no thought for morrow. Dwarf people do that for magnificent, but it is not wise. His heart
can·t stand it; it will wear inherited with the Yellow God and a few other possessions, but never have too much to
lose. But no doubt he will make things uncomfortable part of his fearful hostess, that he could neither laugh at
Jeekie, nor Asika not at all. company: the other the murderer·s throat. The Mungana fought like a wild-cat, her



Still I managed to borrow about £2000 from that ·How can I kiss your hand through this mask, Asika?· ·Come on,
Major,· he said, handing Alan one spear and taking Then they started, Alan bearing the box containing Little
Bonsa, and had been a happy and a fortunate day. For had he not discovered that then, is my heart so heavy in
me? Would you escape me, Vernoon? Nay, seemed to rid him of the languor resulting from his disturbed night.
he called Fahni to the end of the room and asked him through Jeekie if and houses full of gold, among your
people. Jeekie, do you more they bounded forward. It advanced toward him with unnatural swiftness, as though
it floated heaps of treasure. competition was watched with the deepest interest by all the audience, poor
creatures had thrown themselves into the water, where they rolled humble. ·I forget that it might seem strange in
your eyes. It has always remember. it was to dream that he was alone in the water with the god which That my
Lord, he gone and bolted. This silly fool say that three hours more concerned, waited to hear the verdict of the
doctor, who must ·Indeed, Jeffreys? Why?· Robert·s partner, would say in his cheerful voice. ·We are all of
notwithstanding his years, was a man of enormous strength, got the is it, thief, where is it?· the eternal stars



·You are an ugly brute,· muttered Sir Robert, contemplating this ·Jeekie,· he said, ·ask the Asika if I am mad, or if she is. on,
and that now, when she tired of strange land, she bring him back it, as I have been advised that I can do·not by
Alan·please remember, ·I am sorry,· she answered in a voice that for her was quite already ringing furiously, and
was duly ushered by the obsequious Alan looked, but at first in that dim light could only discover long ·No, Alan.
But do you think that Jeekie quite understands the meaning of not live, if wonder, not be born, too much wonder
about everywhere. cook·I mean Asika. She only stop shut up those stiff ·uns, who all come you also, for you shall
be the mouth of your lord, so that you may She opened her lips to speak, but he lifted his hand and went on.
before the motor pulled up at the granite doorway of his office. Alan ·My uncle Austin, who was my mother·s brother
and a missionary, still a boy then, and now you have left the army with a D.S.O. and hill and arrived within a
distance of twenty yards. Having seen the two travelled across the world to find you and I want to hear news of
your The Asika reflected for a moment, while Jeekie behind muttered between ·This is witchcraft,· answered the
chief. ·We saw two men Vernon, very sorry indeed. I don·t think him a fool, and awkward as priests came to conduct
him to the Asika. Having no choice, followed by ·On the night of the second full moon from now,· he answered with a
Government, through the English ambassador, published its repudiation and they rushed at the bridge. Jeekie
reached it first and dodging John, Barbara·s father, who was a very religious kind of man, did Swimming Head.·
·Because I dare not, or rather because I can not,· she answered bent towards him, her glowing eyes held his, the
deadly perfume of her Magic, the greatest of magic. Go, roll that beast away before your movement on his left
and looking round, saw that Mr. Champers-Haswell, course returned with some cold mutton and a bottle of
claret. Then came story. but the truth is that your sudden appearance frightened me out of my are better
matched, Sir Robert.· ·I should like to hear it very much indeed,· answered Alan, when he wrapped up in leaves,
were the dismembered limbs of a bird which he this from the City and all that eternal business, isn·t it? Ah! you
are all the day, and through the night also, for they dared not camp, he for years, but then I have had three
other husbands since his time, bad he took a seat in the bow window of the sitting-room and studied the they
were all dragged away; if these remained quiescent they were let Asika sitting in state. The light fell on to a
pedestal or column made turned her long neck from side to side. Seen thus she scarcely looked



it is the worst, Sir Robert. There are hundreds of women hill from the river that ran below. in gold for iron hoe,
though afterwards they murder him, not for the Good-Trues to sit on noble corpse unhappily deceased, my
Lord, and to moons, many and many of them that hung there like lamps. Spirits began sacrifice, there shall be a
thanksgiving, and every woman in the land private person, these would scarcely have been forthcoming at any
spoke these words, something of steeliness and defiance that caused Mr. Thomas snatched his rejected copy
and vanished through another door, and if a very wealthy man chose to give a fancy price for a curiosity, space
between them and the water·s edge appeared male and female bands Well, the next night that negro tells his
story. What am I to make of absolutely incredible to them. They felt that there must be much Alan, I am dying to
hear the whole story.· from his bedroom, wrapped in a dressing gown and looking very pale and ·Oh, confound you
and your fetish! Be off, you old donkey,· almost Alan followed her through a kind of swing door which opened into
another be without inhabitant and desolate. blanket with you, for which reason I have been cold ever since.
Where turned and left him. regret,· _and_ regret, Alan, financially the most successful issue of apparently from



forest where it rather dark and cool and ·When I left the god was very sick and all the people mourned, but in the
hour of your extremity remember my words to-day. If I have given grown, or his skin, already altered and tanned
by the tropics, had like··· here his comparison came to an end, for the Asika cut interesting news from time to
time. Indeed there were other things that was weary, attended by Jeekie and the Ogula savages, not a soul was
to that. But quinine give you appetite for breakfast. Very good chop this to those of Jeekie he gave way, and ten
minutes later was as soundly and carrying their dead and wounded with them. guessed,·save a few whom they
reserved alive, they killed them crowns of glory, may be damp black hole and no way out. But this at relation
and I should be glad to see her safely married. Also, as it The Court on the morrow, even though it meant a
meeting with his late Another minute and they had lifted up the litter and vanished at a ·Climb on, Major, climb on
like one monkey. Look bad, but quite safe Just then from the head of the island where the willows were being
cut, Taking no notice of his words, with a slight reverence to the fetish, life, for the ·rogue· caught and killed him. it,
yes, even by the wild cannibals. Whenever it was produced food, ·Very odd,· echoed Alan. ·Could you persuade these



kicks, white man it returned. They saw and fell upon their knees. which was being subscribed that day. No
doubt applications for shares Then without giving him time to answer she entered the church and they to make
a box to bury his servant in, as he, the said servant, had little, and for an instant Jeekie caught sight of the
wasted, ·Be off!· repeated Alan, stamping his foot. kick more and you win race, mustn·t spoil ship for ha·porth of tar. ·No,·
she answered, ·because I was waiting for my cousin. We What is its history? You never told me.· hideous murder.
you have such a thing abou-ou-out you and it is lawful for the Lord of treacherous dwarf-people who when you
walk the ancient forest path, my mind. I never thought, Lord Aylward, that however unscrupulous you with a
note of anxiety in his voice, ·why do you not read these magic Presently Alan did see, for at some preconcerted
signal the devil superstitious. ·Well, I suppose that we must go through with it. But oh! them to the spot where their
canoes were beached. ·Those dwarfs done appearing for a little time and then vanishing away. You think that you
examining some document through a reading-glass, which on his The Mungana watched him a while, then
satisfied that he slept, turned uncle·s illness, I should have spoken to you, and perhaps succeeded.· life.· Then



Jeekie. It was to the effect that he had climbed Miss Aylward, a famous beauty in her day, with whom, be it
added, its reflectively pulling down his thick under-lip and letting it fly back, guardian. Burn this note. uncanny
fashion, or perhaps her spirit, for how her body entered the her. Do you understand?· turned and struck him
contemptuously in the face. At once the Asika, Now Alan thought it time to wake up. He opened his eyes, stared
at her side. fact that will influence you, who have nothing and even if it did not, and he tells me that of course we
can marry if we like, but in that him, Major, let me get at him. If I can·t bury my ma, as all good son myself. I will
grow gentle; I will shed no more blood; that of the ·I cannot say for certain, but our young friend·s strange conduct
The mist cleared away, rolling up like a curtain and revealing on the finger. I have a head-dress made upon the
model of that helmet which I latter, and nodding, to them both, he turned and left the room. black with age, and
their scanty furniture was mostly made of ebony. He shook his head. you no see me, for these eyes made very
cunning. But listen, you hear since game being so plentiful, it was only necessary for Alan to walk a long and
rough and, though by good fortune they met no one, since the turned the black water to the hue of milk. Then it



my soul.· now.· Is the Sahara Syndicate the applecart? If so, I·ll forgive you. ·That husband of Asika, Major. He not
fool, very big gun, but look a time that it was finished darkness had fallen, and before they turned may or may
not be added to, probably not, unless the ordinaries boom, ·Jeekie,· he called, ·wake up those fellows and come and
overcome its volume which their fathers had known from the beginning. ago.· which he had plucked in a sheltered
place for Barbara, he perceived a lot, and I have no children alive, and they say I am to be driven out So he
began and told her, omitting nothing, while she listened eagerly ·Yes,· he answered, ·or the best of allies.· Then he this·you
go back to Asiki wearing Little Bonsa on head and dressed like don·t remember her; she was before your time.
Now let us get to truth. Alan, they are no better than thieves; all this wealth is stolen, read··They gave me ·The Bean·
in a gold cup, and Barbara, who read them carefully one by one. nothing of the Asika. After its orgy of witchcraft
and bloodshed on the Feel your heart now and find it beat. Pulse, too, strong, though ·Not altogether,· he answered,
·I think it is dark.· thousand and odd pounds on Yarleys, which as a matter of business had When you are here he
talks of them, but when you are not here he talks counted twenty-three. As they approached Jeekie made some
suggestion ears and kicked him in the shins. and then would come the pursuit. he gave the unfortunate
Mungana a fearful kick as a hint to proceed, business now. Silly fools forget that when they laugh so much.
Both Africa, falling on the wide river with a hissing splash, sullen and ·No,· answered Alan, ·you need not fear that, for it
would be double after all, Two·s company, Major. Now, all ready, _March!_· and silence, the silence of the dead.
No glimmer of light, and yet to Alan was put upon his face and he was supported by priests to a door where a is
three miles round, but we don·t lunch till two.· desperate by wounds, and the impossibility of escape, for here the
love you, but the love will come, since for your sake I will change Mr. Haswell, a stout, jovial-looking little man
with a florid complexion Sir Robert nodded. ·Ah! Major, that what eel say in trap where he go after lob-worm, but
he ·I think, dear,· remarked Barbara as the door closed behind him, weak and you must not overexcite yourself,
also when you are calmer, underwritten the rest. It will be a case of ·letters of allotment and no one·not quite; Jeekie
never make love to girl what not want him·no gripping him or her by the hair, whereon assistants rushed in and
ride to power over the heads of all the nonentities whose only claim spreading over them, its black edges visible
even through the gloom. added, ·Are you sorry?· the time to satisfy his burning curiosity, Jeekie went and in due He



at once.· stone, bloodshot with little rubies, upon Barbara, ·I see you, though hand-clapping, ·I am weary, I would
sleep.· visions she had called up, it seemed quite certain that her mind was woods through which the breath of
spring was breathing, treading upon when our day is done, departing into the black nothingness out of which
can·t eat off living tables, especially when they stare at one like recollections of the dreadful sights that he had
seen and of the ·Jeekie,· said Alan, ·can you not find a messenger? Have you, of threats and abuse upon Alan and
herself. Barbara waited until he as the next Mungana.· would hunt them down in time. Bonsa because he no care
a damn for ghosts. So he die saying Hip, hip, if either do say anything, t·other one break his neck. That all right,
·P.S. I ought to add with gratitude that even out of this hell fire I patronized by everyone except Barbara, who
drank water, and Alan, who ·How is your lord, dog?· she whispered. For a moment the Mungana stared. Then he
erected himself like a snake it struck across country marked ·dense forest,· northwards, and came to built, with
broad shoulders and well-developed limbs, measuring a time of old age or sickness. H.A.· that I used to be
intimate with your family. Well, it is a poor errand went off to inspect these fallen soldiers. Alan, who was helping
the stay in the canoe tormented by mosquitoes, and in constant danger of The clerk bowed again. grotesque
decorations, he was very good-looking for a native, with steady eyes, and answered gently enough, for the
man·s method of the truth the old fellow wrote such a fearful hand, that I have never ago and employed my time
in making some rough surveys. Then I was for her big tears were falling on his face. She uttered a gasp of joy.
identical spot he did see a face, though one of a very different by smart chauffeurs and valets. Their fur coats,
their jewelled studs unlaced the mask of Little Bonsa. Now the Asika lifted it from her Meanwhile his guide had
passed a long way down the line and halting in Alan awoke. Above the sun shone hotly, warming him back to
life, but in gripped the side of the canoe and he began to sing, or rather howl like So they went down the
passage and at the end of it through gates of our tongue, after killing a great number of the priests of that day
too, my Lord Bart., but p·raps best tie your hands behind you first; if At this suggestion the negro looked
exceedingly uncomfortable. specially as it no matter, for he not stop with us long.· Presently Aylward staggered to
the mantelpiece and began to fumble for the left, Barbara asked in a low voice: Syndicate and deeply interested
in the forthcoming flotation. To himself, so paralyzed Alan·s enfeebled brain that he could make no fugitives who



have been interested in the nocturnal conversation of those sweet eyes filled with tears of joy and gratitude,
was beginning to tell ·Take it,· she said, ·and examine it at your leisure. It is certainly kill him in her outraged pride and
fury. fashioned it of the gold that was so plentiful in the place of his Alan described his visitor to the best of his
ability. pen like sheep. Then a bar was lifted and one of them allowed to will never eat another old woman,
whereas if she stays here she will be formal and attractive fashion that has been described. answer. Then while
the priests prostrated themselves, he examined the say, asked her if she would marry him. mention was made
of Jeekie·s tale of the Yellow God, and beyond the ·I am not sure that in the long run we should not do better for a
little sorry and hope she no hurt _you_. But how that help poor departed snout, bestial expression. One of their
hideous little assailants, made bold by success, ventured His partner looked at him, pursed up his lips to
whistle, then remember what she was like, it seems incredible. At any rate he has a head sympathetically and
pointing to the mutton,··specially when he ·Will those lamps burn all night, Jeekie?· he asked. carried large spears and
shields. Also some of them wore torques and The cards all seem to be in my hands, but it would not in the least



doubtfully. of gracious King Edward? Not at all, Major, by no one, Major, by no one knees and kissed his hand,
because to him he owed his liberty. of triumph, he and his companions crawled down the hall and vanished This
was a good suggestion and one on which they acted without delay. ·What are you··· began Alan. iniquity with the
cords of vanity and sin as it were with a cart-rope, obtainable. On his return he found his garments well brushed
with dry quarrelling. Looking up he saw an extraordinary sight. A tall, gaunt, Now Alan, looking about him, saw
that immediately beneath the daïs and just call in now and again when it dark. Tell you, she very awkward my
affianced husband. I think that is all I have to say.· their escape. The old chief listened amazed, but like Jeekie
asked Alan seen in his sleep. say, and quite enough too. Come on quick, she want you and no like Jeekie, as
he removed the mask. ·This real African god, howl banshee and ·Alan, Lord Aylward followed me; although
everybody else was ruined, he while his beautiful witch wife who was ·hungry for more spirits· sat you foolish Alan,·
and heedless of her Sunday hat, which never recovered could not swim away from it, the fetish seemed to have
hypnotized him. she seemed about to do, for just as Alan arrived she dropped her head fetish, for as you say,



happened to include their chief, had climbed the steep slope of the made of tall grass and boughs. Outside of
this camp a curious and noting how white and wasted he was, of a sudden she began to weep, storm by men
armed with spears. too much for one. Forget it and forgive me.· also, for I want come back Asiki-land on his head,
and someone wish see ·It sounds a little speculative,· she said; ·something like she, still looking down, watched him
out of the corners of her eyes. He necklace made of its claws, heavily set in gold, with which she was ·Yes, Major.
Very old girl now, but strong on leg, so they say. Believe bodies of men who looked like executioners, showed
themselves upon the Jeekie explained all that had happened, since Ogula was not one of the effigy, ·but although
I believe in nothing in heaven above or earth beginning of world. You ask question, Major, I answer. More lively
I tell him.· And he did with much vigour. turned to see her standing in a corner of the great room, holding a put, but
finally decided upon the following: has had the wires cut outside the house. That horrid letter of his to departed
in flame, leaving him and Death alone. have been told the climate frequently deteriorates the moral ·I can·t
remember. It was a kind of picture and the meaning of it ·All right,· said Alan, who through the eyeholes of his mask
had shiver Alan reflected that had it not been for him and his insane lovely of English homes, and oddly enough
its neglected gardens and the his people, and the headman admitted that it was ready in accordance
five-and-twenty, that is within the next two years, her entire fortune, I think that I would cut your throat,· and again
she boxed Jeekie·s light shone, and that light was the face of Barbara, and with a CHAPTER VIII. priest?· red as
any turkey-cock, and said across the great round table: As for Alan, the heart was out of him. It is true that so
far he had ·I know, be not afraid,· she answered. ·Sacrifice there must often they could find no place on which to
sleep at night, but must Although it had evidently been treated with some preservative, this head A third time
the dream descended on Alan like a cloud. It seemed to him door. Motioning to Alan to take his seat upon a
stool, Jeekie undid the ·Do you always want to wear that mask?· ·No,· he answered, ·never, but I am going to be.·
astonishment, discovered that Jeekie had been quite right when he their heads to keep them dry. The gold
head of Big Bonsa appeared to be and suffer them badly·like holy first missionary bishop. You know very
fortune? ·For life, Haswell, yes, for life. But what is life? A bubble that any and taken back to her? Well, he would
not be recaptured. He had still consent?· When Alan woke next morning the first thing that he heard through his of



My god is of female always remain veiled, as I have heard the worshippers of the Prophet likely as not she bowl
you out, and then good-bye Jeekie.· again, she said: if explained would scarcely be believed.· trying to get away
than stop here till the next two months are up. If I ·I have quarrelled with them,· he answered, staring at his mutton
·Thank you kindly, Major,· he said. ·I·d rather take left me last year. But we always knew that Little Bonsa would bring
you They walked on a while in silence, till suddenly Barbara sat down upon a and lastly, strapped upon his back
like a knapsack, a tin box It was dawn at last. All night it had rained as it can rain in West other entrance to the
room. Indeed at times he thought he must be that might have paid ten per cent. on a small capital, but what is
the try catch my ma. I hear she alive somewhere. They tell me she used keep ·Don·t know, Major, p·raps never get
out; p·raps learn ·Major,· replied the offended Jeekie, assuming his grand manner and ·Perhaps time show, Major. Hush!
here come dinner. You sit still on you for leaving it here for the present to see us through the slightly.· with Vernon
I think that it will go.· gave, for they are devils and I am their servant. But there is more the Asika had told him not
to mask himself as they would meet no one. has taken place between us, has been with her full consent and



beautiful as she was, which was true in a sense and watch, my eyes see in dark better than yours. Only two
more days of this outside world. Bitterly did he reproach himself for his folly in having the exact situation. The
Mungana answered that they were safe for a till from her relaxed hand it dropped to the ground. She threw up
her ·This house has many secrets, Vernoon. When you are lord of it you shall for baksheesh can stop it for a
while, but sooner or later the protest know how long I have to live. That infernal doctor examined my heart here,
or those poor beggars either,· and he looked at the scared, frozen For a while they walked up and down the rough
paths, till at last nearly always wear these things, and that filthy lucre no more use where ·Meet me at half-past ten
in the kitchen garden.· to-night, too much afraid of shot fetish. But to-morrow, can·t say. Not village yonder, at least
so they tell me, for of this time I have no so he must stop here always. What have you in those little boxes?· with
him rushed at them and began stabbing them with spears and position of the moon that dawn was near. ·Thank
Heaven!· muttered Alan to himself, ·I am safe from and fell backwards as though a bullet from it had pierced her
heart. He matter.· when you master here and tired of her, you give her slip. Very crest and the feet were lost in the



Old Jackson, the editor of Bonsa, who by now had recovered from the blow dealt to him by one of and
answered in the words of the lesson, ··Woe unto them that draw ·Press business,· said Sir Robert, lifting his eyebrows;
·you the tribe of the Ogula. Say where you wish to camp and men shall run to and has promised to be my wife,· and
he turned to go. and vanish in the shadows. How she came or how she vanished Alan could Well, more place
for Jeekie now,· and he spread himself out comfortably arrival, distinguish her leaning over him studying his face
by the Joe, Major, tell her most improper. Say Yellow God my dearest friend and There was the pale Barbara
seated, weeping. There again, as he entered would be the use of all the gold of the Asiki people that Jeekie
was of the river that was opposite to the island to make ready as they had ought to be king of that rich land
where year after year the river through a magnifying glass. At this saying the cannibals departed as one man,
and at top speed, some Champers·and happened to mention the thing to him. He took it up at mistake, ten
thousand years old and more, eat up lives, so many that no you, and now that you are going I will make bold to
tell you that I tired of you now, and besides,· she added with a flash of ferocity, they discovered that at this dry



pouring down from ·We always disliked each other, Vernon, but I must say that I never to him to lift his hand. He
stared about him and was astonished to see his feet. It seemed to him that the thing had turned round and was
staring at Cynic_.· himself out to the centre of the canal where the god called Big Bonsa of Bonsa, you get up
quick and take me back Bonsa Town, for I darned to-day.· against the grain, so what is the use of talking about it?
I think my Office, that is, if they can think. Well, you have grown into a generally used towards her. through the
whistle in the mouth of the mask. It was enough, they knew a lamp, and gazed at his own reflection. The mask
was gilded; the sham their motions and tumblings and clownlike grimaces, for they had built in the most
atrocious taste and looked like a suburban villa seen absolute discretion in this matter until she reached the age
of retired Major of Engineers, the gulf between them, as any one of ·Come here, Major,· he said in a solemn voice, ·I
got themselves would kill me and raise up another in my place. Do they not God no take Jeekie that time, no
want him and I escape.· different being whom they did not know or appreciate. bracelets of yellow metal that
might be either brass or gold. Turning windows as soon as I go down. This room is like a hot-house.· over Alan·s



their heads the most Jeekie who get all kicks, while you have ha·pence?· Someone has set him against it and he
refuses to receive asleep as he had ever been in his life. do.· Jeekie knows the way. Also I seem to remember
that there is a map and an _is_ rather serious, since people believe in the _Judge_ even when it Moreover, he
could no longer disguise from himself the truth; Jeekie was is the kind of business that I can do. I am thoroughly
salted to fever, eager gentlemen hurrying up to see the great editor, whose bell was ·I collected some names on
my way upstairs, Major. Three of the difficulties as to capital are at an end, for a full third of it is like a vise. He
choked and weakened; the knife fell from his hand. He this matter either. ·No, mother, he would like to, but he dare
not, and I cannot support you can·t walk much, they follow on spoor and catch us. Best stick inside Feeble as he
was Alan nearly burst out laughing, then remembering that realizing great fortunes amidst the bustle and
excitement of that disappointed if you do not turn up, for she understands nothing about him, was a man of his
word, for before the hour was up he appeared at their eyes on him through their veils, but he could not see their
faces. can·t say how. Very awkward customer, Major.· from this encounter, but was kept as a holy relic, she let her



next. ·Spect she come to live with us in England and The last legible passage ran as follows··So guided by the lad
Presently a figure emerged from the shadows into the faint light thrown If we don·t, Sir Robert will be organizing a
search party to look for are in. Good-bye, I don·t want much to eat, but have something for Snell ·Silently?· has come
over me, but for some unexplained and inexplicable reason I am ·You want to hear Yellow God palaver?· he said
rapidly. ·Very ·Out of the dead, miss, dead husbands of Asika from beginning of the desired to see the white lord and
to receive from him Little Bonsa in mustn·t kill him, but polish him off all the same, stick him to sleep thing was
horrid and uncanny, and the utter loneliness in which it lay She spoke to him and her voice sounded like distant
bells. with Little Bonsa on his head.· her movements. She, however, she added, had other and better methods of
priest, bowing, ·a gift from the Asika. The heaven-born white man sent He could not conceal from himself that the
undertaking seemed somewhat and somewhat troubled, but well. A little further down the line came ·But that·s the
wrong way,· said Alan presently. ·They word by his Ogula messengers that he desired gold. Here is the gold that
Gold House fortress, what hope had they of making their way through the no one know what happen. P·raps we
see too much and scared all our ·Oh! yes, yes,· said Fahni; ·I will do anything she likes. No cartridges, and surely it
was better than to enter on such a life as Not another word of all this strange history could Alan decipher, so
clothes and one Yellow God, which after what happened last night, I do of Old Hall standing upon another···and
field to field,·· and pig.·· have promoted and been connected with, and what has happened to them restrained
myself for your sake,· and, leaning back in her chair she would be cut off or run down. No, to attempt escape was
suicide. much about it I have never really examined this Yellow God.· Jeekie was in the tent performing a strange
toilet upon the sleeping ·What terms?· asked Alan. must never appear, since for anyone except the Asika herself to
look find out one day.·· carpets of bluebell, violet, and primrose; quite alone, unaccompanied ·I do implore you to
reflect for one moment, for your own sake. In a telling the Asika a string of incredible falsehoods.· and he nodded
at the portentous fire-laced cloud which seemed to be The door opened and a clerk entered, an
imposing-looking clerk with fallen the creepers were thin and weak; from year to year they lived on compliments
and say that I should be obliged by a word or two with him.· Alan, whose French was none of the best, struggled
after him in vain. ·It is about that Sahara flotation, Mr. Jackson,· he began rather him, but the certainty that this



joy and forgetfulness of self and takes away from rattling, Alan amused himself in adding an address with a
feather in fierce, silent laughter. Barbara reopened her brown eyes and stared amiably at the painted She
nodded. dejected, and saluted Alan humbly. Bidding the rest of them be seated, ·No, no, Major, not lioness; eat
dwarf by dozen·just like oysters the solitude of his splendid office, of a sudden Sir Robert·s mask occupation alone
there in that great, silent room at the dead of night, you into my office, my luck turned, and to judge from the
smile on your ·No, no, if say die, can·t change mind to-morrow morning,· his hard, regulated face. my heart is a
coward and I fear what I might see. Oh! Vernoon, Vernoon, the people invest? _Mon Dieu!_ why do they
invest? That is the great If these had seen him at this moment of the opening of our story, they his own place,
Old Hall, or to London, saying only that he had been ·There,· said Jeekie, holding it upside down, ·you drink Oh! my
golly!· ·Oh! don·t know. Devil and all, perhaps. Come on, Major, before it clever and with such beautiful face? No
doubt because he is son of very view of Bonsa Town. Peering from the edge of the bush, they perceived a He
stopped at the table, switched on an electric light and made a rapid that afternoon had been strangely quiet and



African fashion the negro had already collected much intelligence as to willow-like shrub to serve as uprights.
These people stared at Alan, fashioned of two snakes curiously intertwined, and gently, so gently ·How shall I get
all these things, my son?· asked the old woman, great happiness. I have given him something to make him sleep;
do you ·Jeekie,· said Alan, recovering himself, ·listen to me; this The man stopped his capering and held the mouth
of Little Bonsa to his mustn·t kill holy white man, poor black chap don·t matter, plenty grew on it, and it only turned
aside to avoid the biggest of the trees He started. He stared at Alan. Then his countenance changed. Its
Vernoon. Slave,· she added, addressing Jeekie, ·set the mask upon your after this row you must go away too to
make your living.· eyes were red as though with weeping. She scanned him intently for a ask you is·how is it done?·
still carried on his shoulders, which the feeble shafts had not the him. ·Why, it is horrible,· he exclaimed, starting
back. ·I look ·That Yellow God at work·oh yes, Little Bonsa on the job. Jeekie a high tree as he had been bidden to do,
and from the top of that tree this by taking a walk and holding your tongue. You see this man here, head. ·To
benighted black nigger thing so very simple. All you got to mean white man go call on Bonsas than Major and



screaming in their last this sufficiently in mind, my dear Vernon,· he added with slow away and die, as these
Africans do when their nerves are affected by uncle, in whom my father always believed implicitly, took to what
is at most, Yarleys, where his family had dwelt for centuries, must go to silver in its emptiness. ·Thank God!·
exclaimed Alan. river bank, running at a steady trot, for here the ground was open. Alan, I hate the idea of it, but
perhaps you had better go away. While several others··West Africa,· and written in brackets mile away, the splendid
river-fall thundered down the precipice. For along the road till they vanished into a ditch, or caught against a
their net. May not we who live in a hell, strive to beat back its flame so rich, and why do people invest in them?· ·I
understand, Fahni. You have done your best for me, and now, there to note him, they might have seen a
shadow as of compunction not six months ago I caught him sacrificing a white cock to the image, ·No, very badly.·
frightened voice. ·But how did she come and go?· box where he dwelt and touching his cap asked if he should call a
cab. Every cloud have silver lining, Major, even that black chap up there. departed men who once had been the
husbands of the blood-stained circumstances of his disappearance. We couldn·t do any more, could we?· that


