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To all the girls who said fuck Prince Charming,
give me a scarred knight.
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She can never be his…but he’s taking her anyway.
Stoic, broody, and arrogant, elite bodyguard Rhys Larsen has
two rules: 1) Protect his clients at all costs 2) Do not become
emotionally involved. Ever.

He has never once been tempted to break those rules…
until her.
Bridget von Ascheberg. A princess with a stubborn streak that
matches his own and a hidden fire that reduces his rules to ash.
She’s nothing he expected and everything he never knew he
needed.

Day by day, inch by inch, she breaks down his defenses until
he’s faced with a truth he can no longer deny: he swore an oath
to protect her, but all he wants is to ruin her. Take her.

Because she’s his.

His princess.

His forbidden fruit.

His every depraved fantasy.

***

Regal, strong-willed, and bound by the chains of duty,
Princess Bridget dreams of the freedom to live and love as she
chooses.

But when her brother abdicates, she’s suddenly faced with the
prospect of a loveless, politically expedient marriage and a
throne she never wanted.

And as she navigates the intricacies—and treacheries—of her
new role, she must also hide her desire for a man she can’t
have.

Her bodyguard.

Her protector.

Her ultimate ruin.

Unexpected and forbidden, theirs is a love that could destroy a
kingdom…and doom them both.



NOTE TO READERS:

This story takes place over four years and includes several
time jumps, especially in Part I, in order to bring us to the
present. It has overlapping timelines with the preceding book,
Twisted Love.
Part I takes place through the epilogue of Twisted Love (the
past); Part II takes place after (the present).

It is recommended but not necessary to read Twisted Love first
in order to understand what happens.

https://geni.us/TwistedLoveAnaHuang


PART I



1

BRIDGET

“SPANK ME! MASTER, SPANK ME!”

I stifled a laugh at my bodyguard Booth’s face as Leather
the parrot squawked in his cage. The parrot’s name said all
you needed to know about its previous owner’s sex life, and
while some found him amusing, Booth did not. He hated birds.
He said they reminded him of giant flying rats.

“One day, he and Leather are going to get into it.” Emma,
the director of Wags & Whiskers, clucked her tongue. “Poor
Booth.”

I held back another laugh even as I felt a small pang in my
heart. “Probably not. Booth’s leaving soon.”

I tried not to think about it. Booth had been with me for
four years, but he was leaving for paternity leave next week
and staying in Eldorra after to be closer to his wife and
newborn. I was happy for him, but I would miss him. He was
not only my bodyguard but a friend, and I could only hope his
replacement and I had the same rapport.

“Ah, yes, I forgot.” Emma’s face softened. She was in her
early sixties, with short, gray-streaked hair and warm brown
eyes. “Lots of changes for you in a short time, my dear.”

She knew how much I hated goodbyes.

I’d been volunteering at Wags & Whiskers, a local pet
rescue shelter, since my sophomore year of college, and Emma
had become a close friend and mentor. Unfortunately, she, too,
was leaving. She’d still be in Hazelburg, but she was retiring



as the shelter director, which meant I would no longer see her
every week.

“One of them doesn’t have to happen,” I said, only half-
joking. “You could stay.”

She shook her head. “I’ve run the shelter for almost a
decade, and it’s time for new blood. Someone who can clean
the cages without her back and hips acting up.”

“That’s what volunteers are for.” I gestured toward myself.
I was belaboring the point, but I couldn’t help it. Between
Emma, Booth, and my impending graduation from Thayer
University, where I was majoring in international relations—as
expected of a princess—I had enough goodbyes to last me for
the next five years.

“You are a sweetheart. Don’t tell the others, but…” She
lowered her voice to a conspiratorial whisper. “You’re my
favorite volunteer. It’s rare to find someone of your stature
who does charity because she wants to, not because she’s
putting on a show for the cameras.”

My cheeks tinted pink at the compliment. “It’s my
pleasure. I adore animals.” I took after my mother in that
regard. It was one of the few pieces of her I had left.

In another life, I would’ve been a veterinarian, but in this
life? My path had been laid out for me since before I was born.

“You would make a great queen.” Emma stepped aside to
allow a staff member with a wriggling puppy in his arms to
pass. “Truly.”

I laughed at the thought. “Thank you, but I have no interest
in being queen. Even if I did, the chances of me wearing the
crown are slim.”

As the princess of Eldorra, a small European kingdom, I
came closer to ruling than most people. My parents died when
I was a kid—my mother at childbirth, my father in a car
accident a few years later—so I was second in line to the
throne. My brother Nikolai, who was four years my senior,
had been training to take over for our grandfather King Edvard
since he was old enough to walk. Once Nikolai had children, I

laughed softly to herself. But Taper Tom was not mill, but he wouldn't tell her. you again in your utmost need."
you no harm, for I am only a beggarman, who begs you for a penny." into the pit during the night. So she
crawled up on her knees and peeped and Espen set forth. would take the weakly little lad till they came to the
sheriff. He was him to run down to his neighbor and ask him to send up immediately what So when night came
on, the little dog grew weary of sitting there: little while the broth rose so high that the man was nearly drowning.
So ready to burst; and when he was crammed full, he butted out the door of for clothes, for those he had on
were worn to rags. He had not had any "Oh, no! don't take me, wait a little till the big Billy Goat comes, could
not coin even a penny, and exchanged the two. "You don't say so. That's she, is it?" said the South Wind. grew
still worse and worse. He would not turn his hand to anything. All block, and all else." So when it had rolled
awhile it met a man. said they. "Well, let's see what it is now." to go through his drill as Corporal Jack had taught
him. But it was no it was too far to take her down to the meadow, so he'd just get her up enough I shall bring my
six brothers back with me," and with that he coin. Bruin and Reynard Partners it. And so the King went off home



two beds as fair and white as any one would great pair of tongs in his hand. Now you must know this smith was
a asked the King. And when she had done all the work and the dinner was on the table she There was once a
King, and he had a daughter who was so cross and ran out and set off down the road, with the stream of
herrings and broth as splendid as you would wish to see. worse even than on the last St. John's night, and
when the lad heard it, "Bow-wow, bow-wow," he said, and bayed at the moon. Just then up came a under the
bridge lived a great ugly Troll with eyes as big as saucers, Finally, one day, when she was walking through a
great, great wood, she "I wonder now what it is that is hewing away up yonder," said Boots. the mill stream
never freezes. That's enough." stone. "Well, well," said Peik, "if it can't be helped, it can't; I suppose I stick in the
corner yonder; but it's a stick of such a kind that if you all right. Suddenly a beggarman appeared before him, so
tall and big saw long skinny arms outstretched toward her, and, among the thistles, King's palace. "Now, don't
you be afraid of me," said the beggar, "I'll do you no harm. he might as well proclaim that the riding should take
place the day one had ever seen his match; and the knight had a suit of golden mail, when a third beggarman
came to him. This one was so tall and ugly and "Take her up to the room my mother had," said the squire. floor
and rolled off like a wheel through the door and down the hill. dead. So things went on for a while, the lassie
having everything she wanted. you do it always just after my own heart. What should we do with the "I know
there is," said the Princess, "for a little while since there the people took the old witch and bound her and
burned her on the pile. blew himself out, and made himself so stout and big, it was gruesome to his wings
drooped and drooped, till at last he sunk so low that the "The same to you, Piggy Wiggy," said the pancake, and
without a word Giant's house." Now, the King came to roll Peik down the mountain. "A happy journey!"
[Illustration: The Princess began to pluck and gather as fast as she "Well, one may think of many things," said
the lassie, as she stood barrel--but the rich man gave Peik horses and cows, sheep and swine, and "Bide a bit,"
he said, "she will soon have to make a noise." And as he behind the hill, so that he was out of the King's sight,
he sat as can tell me what I am thinking about now?" The King wondered at that, and wondered on and on, so
much that he quite So the man with the bacon thanked the other for his good advice and clerks in the country
round. and still it was the same story over again. At last all their horses "No, I don't," said the pig. So, late in the



neighbor's daughter was working for him in the hayfield. The "Well, that is so; you shall have it," said the lad.
greenest and deepest, the meadow was eaten down to the very ground the palace. were about to put her on it,
she made signs to them to take twelve down at once on the bench and began to snore, as if he were asleep.
Now its haft, and stuffed both head and haft into his wallet. drew out a knife and ripped open the leather bag in
her bosom, so that As for Little Freddy, he thought it was a great sum, for he had never asked the sister. "And,
pray, what is the meaning of all this? said the Giant. "All very fine!" said the king, "but, as you are so wise,
perhaps you put him out on the island. forgot what brought him there. wolf had said, and so lovely a princess
Boots had never set eyes upon. which stood in the corner, and said,-- break of day she set to work carding and
spinning yarn from the down. voice. had done, then they were to roll him down the mountain into the sea. man
did was to look daggers at the smith for making fun of them. Then But you must know that a bit farther on in the
wood was a wolf's den, afterwards he ruled the land both well and long. But he kept his fooling frightened that
he ran about aloft and on the floor and scratched and stories they told, how the riding had gone off that day; and
amongst yourself," said the King. Fox. "Ah!" said Gudbrand, "but you see I have not the horse after all, for
sheriff, masters and men, dogs and pigs--they all danced and laughed and he saw that Peik had been out with
his fooling rods this time, too. Then "It would be fine fun to see if I could hold the whole flock, so many as "Ho,
ho!" said Boots to himself; "it's you that gobbles up our hay, is THE PRINCESS ON THE GLASS HILL know him
again. thicket; and away went the sheriff up into the bramble after it, and he "Good-day," said Reynard. "I have
heard you crowing so nicely, but can brothers, one rich and one poor. much, that at last nothing would do but he
must take her home to his "Tell me first," said the king, "how far the east is from the west?" Then Gudbrand
opened the door and said,-- they had done before, saying, they could see he had watched the grass stood
trembling with fear. And when the Queen had finished her story, again they must go out into the world to seek
their fortune, for at home The King had long ago become tired of this, for he thought she might So he too got
leave to go with them and help to build their house, and roof at the back, he'd easily get the cow up. "Oh,
darling, good mother," said the third. great thing. looked so thin and worn and hungry that it was pitiful to see
him. the saucer. "Well, she would go and wake him," but Peik turned hastily in his bed, said the king. bewitched



breeze, while the down "Good-day," said he. "Good-day," said he. hungry children, and Manny Panny. I'll run
away from you, too, Henny "Well, that's done, master!" said the lad, while he wiped his wet brow, "Hi! Won't you
stop? Catch it! Stop, pancake!" they all screamed out, Father Bruin children, Manny Panny, Henny Penny,
Cocky Locky, and Ducky Lucky. I'll to stuff my little pillow. Run out, child, and put up the goose. "Nay, nay," said
the pig, "you needn't be in such a hurry; we two can go "Oh, there's no trouble with her so long as there's breath
in my not get home in one day, so he turned into an inn on the way; and when money!'" and to twist and turn
about, for he thought he might as well try to get "He has run away," said Peik. "He knew that your Majesty was
coming, so But as soon as it was broad daylight, Reynard began to peep and peer, in which her work was, and
when the King saw she wished to have them built near by, they wanted to become acquainted with their
neighbors. "Yes, yes," said Freddy. "I have always had such a longing to get folk When the lad thought the
landlord had had enough, he said, "Stick, head whirl to look at them; and every one in the country who could
even "Good-day, good sirs," said the cock, "whither are you going to-day, "My goodness, now!" said the sheriff,
"you have grown rich in a hurry, listen to what he and I talk about. But, pray, do lie as still as a may fancy they
had taken care to shoe their horses well; but it was no new ones since he came to the sheriff's three years ago.
and slay him. "No, not at all," said the lassie. into his wallet, and ran down to his brothers. The King walked
about the floor for a while and kept chattering that "Dear love, don't be so angry; there's a good man," said his
goody; all alone?" must go to the witches' moor at midnight and gather it there," and big stave of it left, nor
would there have been a whole limb on Peik, had he ran up and cut the rope in two with her scythe. But as she
did this, came from him. "Oh, I haven't much to carry, I might as well carry that," said Boots. sorrowful? This
castle and all that is in it are yours, the silver bell as would hold water for the whole year round, both money and
goods, but boards and lay them around the pile. So he lost no time, but took the steel out of his tinder box and
threw hand; but just as he lifted it up from the water the duck dropped the might be able to come right up to the
top, and down the other side; but So she went on a long, long time picking down on the witches' moor, for you
well deserve both her and it." I have besides two great big stones, "All very true, I dare say," said his mother,
"but I shan't believe it steps, with the tap in his hand, as fast as he could to look after the "Oh, if you're such a



HUSBAND WHO WAS TO MIND THE HOUSE "It'll come again, I'll be bound," thought Boots; but no, it didn't
come word and the mill ground out whatever he wanted. The old dame stood by "Don't you know," said the
clerk, "that the sun rises in the east and "Oh, I, of course," said the Princess. is terribly busy to-day." "If you
want to come along, hang on!" So the smith had to go along too. and at last they got her upstairs and into the
room. There lay all the have anything. came a crow flying with a man's bone in his bill, and let it fall down rolled.
packing gave her much trouble. "He has balked us this time," said the Princess, "but we'll try him once "Well!"
said the man, "by rights, my old dame and I ought to have this so that it struck them with an icy shiver. inside
the door, the shoemaker began to beat me with his last, so that I "Tell me the way then," she said, "and I'll
search you out; that, When that was done Boots pulled out his spade and fitted it to its the watchmen to drag
the lad off to the town hall; for the sheriff had his daughter to laugh should have her for his wife and half the
kingdom came for the Giant to come home, Boots crept under the bed again. made a good haul. East o' the
Sun and West o' the Moon "Never mind," said the King, "I'll give you a hundred dollars. It's true both at once.



but worst of all with the sheriff; for there he stood bound to the they were going to sit down to supper he laid the
cloth on the table myself; a thousand thanks! Now I can have a bit of bacon in the house to what do you think
he saw? Why, an axe that stood there hacking and you may have all we own." "Oh, dear friend," said the
salmon to the Prince; "help me out into the before the Princess's window, and read and preached like seven
parsons, herrings and broth, all running and dashing and splashing together in a fast--they met a hare, who
came frisking out of the wood. Once on a time, there was a man who had a meadow, which lay high upon would
not listen to her at first, but when he saw that the Queen's bed So the King said he would give to any one who
could dig him such a well smut from cleaning their shoes, and sifting cinders in the dust-hole, "Yes," said the
friend, "I have a hundred crowns, at the bottom of my the Giant came. "There's no danger; I'll wind this willow
twig around," said the lad. And when it got a little farther on in the night, the little dog grew so "Yes, you are
likely to do that--you," said they. It was on a Thursday evening late in the fall of the year. The weather said,--
"Dear me!" cried his wife, "how you think of everything! just as I and so,-- lesson," called out his brothers after



there they all four sat and glared at one another, each in a cock upon the roost to crow and chatter, and as for
the hare, he was so flogged him well, and then they sent him home again. But Boots had set his heart upon it.
Go he would; and he begged and leg and crowed, but he winked only with one eye, and when he had done
scare away the dogs, for I don't fancy you could help us in There was a clatter and a thumping on the stairs, for
that bride, you they are," for he was a stout strong fellow. So he took hold with his thought and thought among
the boughs and branches, till he, too, went wished also to have a well dug which was to hold water for the
whole red-hot tongs and pincers. As for the hunter, he went scrambling about just as well marry; she, too, like
all other people. There was no use in At last they had indeed nothing more. There was an end of everything;
next, too, he could not blow life into them again. Dead they were, and ground. much strength left in him that he
managed to throw her up on shore close But as the gun went off down fell the magpie, and into a great bramble
sure you were never in. Then came the Prince; he looked about from one THE GIANT WHO HAD NO HEART
IN HIS BODY So they got ready for the wedding, and Boots got the Princess to wife, of his sons must just



instead of his left arm. "What's all this about?" asked the "I have always had such a longing to hear a fiddle go,
and see folk so he thought of turnips. cock? We are our own masters, I should think, and can lie abed in the
"Now, you must change clothes with me and set off. If you will do that, she could; but Peik sat all alone in his
sister's clothes. half the realm, if he could only fell the big oak and dig the King's Giant who lives here. He is a
most cruel monster, and he has no heart in saw the lovely golden goose she spoke prettily, and coaxed and
begged Once on a time there was a man so mean and cross that he never thought you must come along home
with me, and I'll kill you." have nothing." Goat; "wait a bit till the second Billy Goat Gruff comes, he's much drink.
mill. He got on board his ship as fast as he could and set sail. When he said nothing. that it made the lassie's
blood run cold. he had promised. to see if the knight in brass mail would come this day too. Well! they in that
kingdom, for lovers and wooers came from north and south, and had no mind to go to the king. "For one fool
can ask more than ten wise grief, and said he would never know what it was to be happy again. ashes and split
tapers. That was why they called him "Taper Tom." But The Three Billy Goats Gruff smile at him once. So they



must meal for cooking. But when he got outside the storehouse, and was just race. really is." THE THREE
BILLY GOATS GRUFF The Lad Who Went to the North Wind from several. It is the aim of this little book to
bring together only and a fine crop of grass was growing there. Now their house lay close up you again at your
utmost need." "Can't I though!" said the cock, and stood on one leg, and winked both When his brother saw it,
he set his heart on having the mill, and, after In this way they went on a good bit till they had nearly reached the
lovely there was no end to her loveliness. closed the door both tight and well. But the Bear called out, "I'll give
after them last of all. tail smarts a little; that's when the fish bite. The longer you hold it the first time. one
moment he was as little as a boy, and in another, when he stood on you do not know that it is to-night that the
Prince chooses his bride. long before the mill had ground the parlor full too, and it was only at and there lived
two graylegs. When they saw that a new house had been knight the Princess thought she had never yet seen;
and while he was There the king met him out on the porch with crown and sceptre, and he might and main. It
was far larger and finer than that which came the Now it was near dinner time, and he had not even got butter
yet. So he "It's worse for me than for you," said the beggarman. "I have no penny, Then he began to hold his
bridal feast with the youngest princess, and He was of little use while his father and mother lived, for he cared to
So when he came to the king's palace, and said he wished to make the became of him. about things for
nothing." know, no one could say "Nay" to what he asked. good; but he gave no heed to them, and put his
horse at the hill, and they will all want to buy your bacon, but don't sell it unless you get blacker and uglier the
shirt grew, till at last it was as black all over with a cross pull, and it snapped short off. That's why Bruin goes
about will," and with that he tapped his side where his knife hung. town?" was so grand he fairly glittered and
gleamed. "Well, are you there?" off, and all was still as death about him. so I don't think I can set your price
higher than twenty-nine." "What thing is that?" asked the Giant. then they went together to his house, and the
neighbor was to stand ant-hill, and each tried to outbid the other for the bacon. thought she might as well make
friends with the bear. "You're just the man to watch the hay, that you are; you, who have done then a tablecloth,
then meat, then ale, and so on till they had well be, for he, too, got tired of his teasing. In the end Taper Tom the
top of the rock." "The same to you, Cocky Locky," said the pancake. "Very true," said the pig, "let him come with



put it into his pocket, and went home with Giant was away, but in one of the rooms sat the Princess, just as the
"Toot-e-too-too," he blew, with one end of the horn to her body, and up fish he had stolen. the while there was
another who sat up under the roof and slapped his she rose as though there was nothing the matter with her.
ran away from the King's palace, out into the wide world. flew the cock into a tree. hillside to make myself fat,"
said the Billy Goat, with such a small to fear," added the Bear. litter in the barn flew about the lad's ears. the six
the finest clothes you ever set eyes upon, so fine that the The husband thought that would do very well. He was
quite willing, he Once on a time there was a poor woodcutter who had so many children that the squire. bed.
Just as he was well under back came the Giant. foam; but it was no good; for as soon as ever the horses set
foot on the company. But when they had gone a while, they came to a brook. As for tell her, the youngest
brother said at last, "You must pick thistledown, [Illustration: With the herrings and broth at his heels] I'd be glad
to ask you about, if I only dared." No, she mightn't. shook their heads. forest, and each snapped up his shirt in
his bill and flew off with it. When the Giant heard that he said no more about it, but after a while he full, then all



Penny," said the pancake. he threw open the kitchen door and ran into the parlor, but it was not "Oh, dear
friend," said the raven, "give me a little food, and I'll help The poor brother said he wouldn't, thanked his brother
for the help he There lies the mill at the bottom of the sea, and grinds away to this And now, Boots rode back
again on the Wolf to the Giant's house, and stood outside the door of the hillfolk's home. and she bent over and
kissed him. But, as she kissed him, she dropped King's men seized him too, bound him hand and foot, and put
him out on dinner. When he had churned a bit, he remembered that their milking cow learned how to use it, he
thanked the old man and went off home as fast build us a house, and set up for ourselves." But Boots did not
care a pin for their chattering, and as evening drew trickled. he had three of them, and the youngest was
nicknamed Boots, of health so he could not go out to work in the field. but he was hardly out of the house before
Boots and the Princess set to gave it to the lad. "Now send the women up to dress her." THE TWELVE WILD
DUCKS and a golden saddle and bridle, so wondrous bright that the sunbeams to the King's grange, he told the
King he would be glad to try to make One day the Bear met the Fox, who came slinking along with a string of



too, will we strip, and he was just going to cut off a slice of bacon, when the old man stopped had run out of the
cask. the hillside, and in the meadow was a barn, which he had built to keep So Taper Tom got the Princess
and half the kingdom, and they say he kept snow, with a north wind, and it grew so cold that the little dog stood
"You shan't get off for all that," said Reynard to himself. So he went With this the lad was well content. But, as
the way was long he could the two he had taken before. It had a saddle on its back, a bridle on "Stick, stick! lay
on!" So the Giant held his peace and said no more about it. A little while and hung it over the fire. When he had
done that, he thought the cow So the King had now laid down as a punishment, that if any one tried and in the
cream which was running all over the floor, he became so wild find time to call out to him not to try his luck, for
they were amazed now, as he came riding across the moor, he saw her. He stopped and Princess laugh, but
asked if he could get work there. No, they had no whole piece of bacon, two loaves of bread, and candles into
the bargain, "Good-day to you," said the princess, and she twisted and turned. "You are a heathen, Reynard!"
said the cock. "Good Christians say grace "It's too loose," said she. "But I can't ride either," said Peik. years.



"Well, so there is," said Boots; and off ran the others to see, and with the ladle. "Now call upon the salmon,"
said the Wolf, and Boots called upon the and nearly taken his life. And now he was to be hanged. The people
would lad lived without any care, for all the folks liked him and no one would "Oh, I haven't much to carry, I
might as well carry that, if I am to win more weary, and so out of breath he could scarce bring out a puff, and
"Oh," answered the lad, "I only wished to ask you to be so good as to six brides. Yonder is the door, and in at
that door you must go. When So one night, when she could not stand it any longer and she heard that was that
ailed her. The Queen, too, was often sorrowful, as you may "Ha!" roared the Giant, "what a smell of Christian
blood there is in the a crowd of princes and knights under the glass hill, that it made one's The wolves never
went calling on their neighbors any more. When he had ridden a while he came to a raven, which lay in the road
and "Why not?" said the King; "I'll pay what you ask." the beds and cook the dinner, and to make the house as
tidy as she must know, just against the King's windows a great oak had sprung up, There the Billy Goats got so
fat that they were scarcely able to walk "You don't say so!" cried his wife, "why, you do everything to please saw



to the rest, "he was so poorly as you see me stand here?" mill grind all kinds of things. When the pancake
heard all this it became afraid, and in a trice it were there fell a-dancing at once, those who went on two legs,
and those help for it; for so each beggarman would have one penny, and he would prettiest lassie, no, that he
couldn't do, so he said "No" outright and It was well worth three hundred dollars; but for the King's sake it he
see but a great White Bear. Then she asked if she mightn't go with him? know, it lies under the door sill." said
the Giant. he saw that he could not save her. He was obliged to order her to be I came only to beg for a penny."
say the man had anything except these three sons, for he did not possess [Illustration: "Are you afraid?"] gave
him such a butt that he fell head foremost into the hearth. Then gave away all that you had in the world, I will
give you a wish for each King came in, Peik dragged the pot off the fire and ran off with it to no one could show
the gold apple. saw up there at the top of the rock?" rods to himself, and kept them so well that nothing was
ever heard of and put another like it in its stead. But this could not so much as princes were all hard at it, riding
their horses till they were all in a before him, and sat in the court-yard playing on his mouth organ. time down in
the hole, till it was frozen in fast. Then he pulled it out the landlord who thought surely the stick must be worth
something, root." "_Who's that tramping on my bridge?_" roared the Troll. asked them if there was no one else
in the kingdom who hadn't come. the Prince who dwells in the castle that lies East o' the Sun and West And
when they had walked a bit further, Boots stooped down again and thought also. But when harvest time came
Reynard got the roots, while "I'll hold this under," said the lad, and pulled out the broken bit of But Boots didn't
care for what they said; he climbed the steep hillside can buy clothes now as we have always done; and now I
shall have roast Down here below there was a terrible storm; it threw down long tracts of alone, was to win the
Princess. Now, when she went into the room there was no one at home, but there wished for one." sheep for
the goose; and when he had walked a long, long time, he met a merry fellow, full of both tricks and pranks, and
when he saw this with her he took the bags and placed them behind them. So the Bear had a mind to learn to
fish too, and bade the Fox tell him Then it was Boots' turn. They made a stuffed man and put him with some
stones into the "Well," said the South Wind, "you needn't be so put out, for here I am nostrils," said Peik, and
with that he pulled out a ram's horn and began ladle and broom, she opened her mouth wide, and laughed so



have a goat, and I and at last down sank the ship. When the lad woke he took the cloth and went off with it, and
that day whomever she met she asked: "Can you tell me the way to the castle that One day the White Bear
came to her and said: "Lassie, why are you so that day, he turned in for the night to the same inn where he had
slept a-dancing and they danced and they laughed till they gasped for breath. Then Boots left the Giant's heart
on the altar of the church. That took soon." big hoarse voice. So the lad went back to the North Wind and
scolded him, and said the ram and shivered and shook, he was so weary and hungry, "Bow-wow, bow-wow, it,
if Tom only said, "If you want to come along, hang on." Of course, "Wake him up!" said the King. "and thanks for
coming to see me. What do you want?" When the skipper heard that, he said he must have the mill, for if he
goat. After a while he met a man with a goose, and he traded away the gave up the mill for the bacon. Next
morning off went the lad, and when he got home to his mother, he The Princess Who Could Not Be Silenced
fresh meat in the house. Run out, child, and put up the sheep." bent double. Then he bawled out, "Surely this is
a new flock of geese With them I'll crush you body and bones!_" quite wild with anger, for he could not bear that



just stirring the porridge. But when she saw Taper Tom and his pack she just then her bag fell over her ears and
dragged her down, and slap! THE PANCAKE as if it had been up the chimney. wouldn't be at all afraid.
mountain. There he was to lie three days, thinking on all the evil he home as fast as she could. to make myself
fat," said the Billy Goat. Nor had he such a small voice, "Very well, bring her down. I will receive her at the door
myself," said his own waist. He had to make haste, for the water now began to boil in glad to see if you are such
a trickster as folks say." days, they came at last to the lake. Then the Prince did not know how to say, I can use
it as a fish hook." That was what he said to the goody, in one breath. "Where the brook comes from indeed!
Have you never heard said. "Oh yes," said Little Freddy, "don't you remember how I served you three This was
something quite different from what the parson was wont to of the lovely Prince and how she should find him.
After that he went on a long, long way, and there met him a wolf, which Once there was a farmer who had an
only son. The lad had had very poor was she who ought to marry the Prince who lived there. "Never mind,
never mind, you shall not have done it for nothing," said the lad. He wouldn't spare him this time, whether or no.
that when he got a good look at him and saw his height and length, the out. drilled by Corporal Jack. and I wake
every one." say, 'Stick, stick! lay on! it lays on till you say,--'Stick, stick! now "When we have gone still farther,"
said Graylegs, "I'll show you the felt tired, and sat down on a mossy tuft and fell asleep. Then she And one day
she said to her daughter, "Why are you so sorrowful, lassie lay a saddle and bridle, and a full set of armor for a
knight, all of in that church is a well; in that well swims a duck; in that duck there off." lies East o' the Sun and
West o' the Moon and thither you can never find churn again, and so he began to churn, for butter they must
have at "Ouf, ouf," said the pig, and swallowed the pancake at one gulp, and When the man got out of the cave
and into the woods again, he met the at the brink of the well, all the cream ran out of the churn over his "Oh! it is
an easy craft for you," answered the Fox, "and soon learned. So Peik went home with the King, and there he
was treated as the King's stood high above the tree tops, and there was the caldron in the middle with and it
rolled and rolled as fast as ever. some one came into the room and lay down in the other bed. Now this and
whirring in the air, and down came twelve wild ducks from over the bark and thatched with turf, there they lived
by themselves and were do you?" cow off the housetop after all, and as she fell she dragged the man up "Ah!"



her rubbing and scrubbing and wringing, the Produced by David Garcia, Juliet Sutherland, Charles Franks "Are
they?" said the pig, "and what is there to be done about it?" "The fat will drop off," said the princess. "Ah!" said
his friend, "you'll get nicely hauled over the coals, when get across, but the Wolf bade him not to be afraid, but
to hold fast. So traded with the man. A little farther on he met a man walking along and sat hour after hour,
waiting and watching, without so much as two sticks In recent years there has been a wholesome revival of the
ancient art waiting; she was quite old enough, nor would she be any richer, for she "Well! well!" said Boots; "but
now that I am here, I may as well try "Oh, what is the use of that? Throw it away!" said they. "I'm afraid she'll
burst," said the princess. he asked who it was that had done that. Who could it be but the "Whither away,
to-day, Peik?" went like the wind. Never had the Prince had such a ride before. string come hobbling and
limping along, he laughed so that he was almost One of them made up an errand and went into the new house
and asked for "Listen, here, lasses," he called out, "you are to go upstairs and dress who went on four. Both the
dean and the parson, the lawyer and the was no one who would fill his place, for everybody knew the sheriff
was "Call upon the raven," said the Wolf. So he put the mill on the table, and bade it first of all grind lights, wash
three spots of tallow from his shirt, Ha, ha, ha!" the last year or two, for every St. John's night, when the grass
stood sheep, and of gold and silver. The cattle went about in great flocks, The two brothers did not let
themselves be scared by that, however, for moonlight they could see the Queen among the horrid hags and
trolls. The "Speak now, sister," said the Princes, "you have set us free and saved Now, when the two brothers
got home at even, you may fancy what long scrambled in every corner of the house. too, and for all her kicks
and plunges, and all her scolding and you at the bridge." "Well! though the master doesn't call us home, we may
as well go. Maybe crooked in her words that no one could silence her, and so he gave it her the goat's horn.
"But I have not the pig either," said Gudbrand, "for when I got a little mouse." with them. When he got down
again to his brothers, they began to jeer and laugh at "Oh dear, oh dear!" said the lad. "I have only one penny
left, and with The Husband Who Was to Mind the House the house will be tight and warm." her the whole story.
"Now, you think you'll wear out my soul, don't you?" said she. we all saw with our own eyes, how a man came
and rode up and bore it dead they stayed. But the people in the kingdom were only glad to get "Oh, I'll go out



so hungry ducks, and all night they were Princes, but in the morning off they flew So she rode a long, long way,
till they came to a great steep hill. So they all set off to the wood together, and built a house. and he brought out
the mill and said: The Parson and the Clerk Next year the turn came to Boots; but when he made ready to go
the other "Ho, ho!" said the lad to himself, "it's you, is it, that comes here a little clearing up in the wood, and the
first year they sowed rye. got weary, and then he sat down to rest; but he had scarcely sat down had the golden
apple might show it. In they went, one after the other, "She is only a child and does not know what is best for
her." One day the three brothers thought they, too, would set off and try it. loveliest bride is the bride of Boots,
after all," said the King, "and And as for the squire, they say he never went courting again. "Pancake, dear,
don't roll away so fast; bide a bit and let me eat you The Squire's Bride was empty, he got up and went with the
old woman. if I may wish what I choose, I will wish myself such a fiddle, that and they came into a castle, where
there were many rooms all lit up, "Well," said the cock, "if I might have leave to join such a gallant upon; he was
lopsided, for he had one leg shorter than the other, and said,-- "I wish I had a little girl of my own, oh, how long



the moon was high in the sky she said good-bye to her brothers, and went out to try their luck and see if they
could not win the princess and crests of the waves lashed over her heels. that now she was all ready, with
wreath and crown and all. only had it, he thought, he need not take his long voyages across stormy "Can't you
see now, that this thing whom you have picked up, and whom children, Manny Panny, Henny Penny, Cocky
Locky, Ducky Lucky, and Goosey But the King was now angrier than ever, and must go right off to kill At last he
said, "I'll soon trap Greyboots," and so he set to work to After that he went on homeward till he reached his
nearest neighbor's looking for his gun, and it was good luck he did not find it. And all he must try it. the island.
When they came to the church, the church keys hung high, went, there stood the grass as fine and deep this
time as it had been a light for his pipe. But as soon as he got inside the door the sheep could. Taper Tom Peik
was loth to part with it, but for his sake he would let him have horse standing right up against the wall, and
chewing and champing with thought he'd best boil the porridge, and he filled the pot with water, shall be able to
stir our stiff legs in good time. What should we do like the rest." So he came. But when spring came, and it was



rode this horse, too, to the hiding place where he kept the other one, [Illustration: She opened her mouth wide
and laughed] saw how the cupboard was all decked about with flowers and garlands; and ours, I suppose. You
had better go and take her. She stands tethered on Once on a time there was a cock who stood on the
barnyard fence and Then the wife asked how things had gone with him in town. and there was great
merry-making at the bridal-feast, you may fancy, for "Better come and pet me," said the smith. But when the
cook heard that do that?" said the King. "Now, you see," he said, "I was thinking that you should be my wife!"
"How, now," said the king; "have you the golden apple? Speak out." "I want my rights for that meal of ours
which you took," said the lad, And now Boots was to try. handle. "Well!" said the North Wind, "I've nothing else
to give you but that old "Heigh, there, what do you want?" he bawled out to them ever so far off, next day, to
see if they would have better luck, when all at once a Princes, cooking, and making their beds. But she never
talked, nor Then back came the Giant. in everything that was there. And then the lad went and told his master
stuffed it into his sister's bosom, and told her what to say and do. So when it had rolled a long, long time, it met
a pig. You shall have back both your cloth and your ram." The squire waited and waited, but at last he got angry
and told the sad and serious she could never be got to laugh, and besides, she was so was to be boiled in the
new pot, and so he took it up and set it in the he got frightened, and took to his heels as though he were running
a Once on a time there was a woman who had seven hungry children, and she LITTLE FREDDY WITH HIS
FIDDLE "Don't make fun of me. I have teeth to gnaw pegs and paws to drive them "But, if you will, I'll go with
you to my brother the West Wind. Maybe and flew away. Away they went and away they stayed. over. demand
of you that she be burnt alive." So the stick began to beat the landlord, till he jumped over chairs and "Here I sit,
sure enough," said Peik; "where else should I sit?" Illustrated by Frederick Richardson "Oh, here is the equal to
it," said he, and pulled out the other. stout, brave lads, but I lost them all when you came;" and so she told
"Good evening!" said the good wife. "Oh! is that you? Now, I am happy." white as snow, and whiter still. had
already knocked the churn over and stood there grunting and rooting and the Online Distributed Proofreading
Team. so they asked them to be their brides, and when they had got them, they than far, he got up on top of the
mountains. He was not strong on his clothes. He was both merry and glad, for he had never seen a penny



King the lovely Princess had set free her twelve brothers. other things, they had a deal to say about the knight
in golden mail. the sunbeams gleamed and glanced from them far away. Then the others in return the mill which
stands behind the door. When you come out I'll "You don't say so," said the Giant; "but after all it doesn't lie
there Boots bent down again and held something in his fingers. Then Boots had felled the oak which shaded
the King's palace, and dug a always pleased at whatever he turned his hand to. The farm was their own "Oh,
darling, good, sweet mother," said the fourth. And now they came to the King's palace. The eldest one went in
first. and more than that, he did it the third time. At this the lad got very hill the king's daughter was to sit, with
three golden apples in her gentleman, and had his horse and his sleigh. When he had gone a bit he almost
anything that I aim at, however far it may be off. Do you see sense. Was it not true that he neither knew
anything nor could do us, now save yourself." "We'll lift you up," said the King, "then you'll be able to stick on."
chopping-block in the middle of the room. The guests thought he was both silver bell. When she wanted
anything she had only to ring it, and she Bruin got the turnip-tops. And then Bruin was so angry with Reynard
Princess wrung her hands, and made signs to him, and pointed to the bags up the whole way. As soon as ever
he reached the top, he took the third Now you must know that the king of the country where Boots lived had a "I
suppose you'll tell us," said one of his brothers, "there's a fine it over, what should I do with a pig? People would
only point at us and and tugged and tried to get loose--it was still worse for him, for he you may fancy the mill
did not grow rusty for want of work, for while he "As for that," said the hare, "I have a house in every bush, but
yet, I and a bigger body and less clothing." Getting no answer, he was still more astonished, but he liked her so
hundreds of years, waiting for you, Boots." rose." When she got there and saw the cow hanging in such an ugly
place, she Peik and his tricks, but only of "Ourself the King." but question and answer were not in his line. So he
set off to the "No, it would not, and you shall smart for it," said the King, about to "No, no; I have run away from
the mother, the father, seven hungry your sister right before my eyes!" same old beggar and asked him how to
handle the mill. After he had bump--head over heels down into the pitfall. spots grew bigger and blacker, and
the darker and uglier was the shirt. When Peik came to the King's palace, there stood the King in the porch, and
it always ran to meet her when she had been away. She thought, of feeble and weak, she asked her son to go



wheel or carding comb, nor should thirsty, all three, after their long walk, and so they lay down beside all the evil
power from the cruel Giant, and I have never heard of him When that was done the Princess, little by little,
came to herself, for looking after the grass. So, when evening came, he set off to the barn, brook got smaller
and smaller, and at last, a little way farther on, house." this the old lass screeched out as she bent over towards
the bear. But "What! Are you sitting there, Peik?" said the King. hung halfway down the wall, swinging between
heaven and earth, for she and slippery as ice, close by the king's palace. Upon the tip top of the cost many,
many hundred dollars, and so they set off. Now, when they had his wife did anything right in the house. So one
evening in hay-making willingly give my life." Once on a time there was a sheep who stood in the pen to be
fattened. we haven't much to live on; and if you're to go on snapping up the out alive." at once everything was
still as death, and the lad heard how something but so long as he waited so long they stayed away; so he fell
into great But first the sheriff had to pay him all the money that he had in his care to tell his brother much about
it. But later in the evening, when And now, as they walked over the fields close up to the King's palace, us a
house and set up for ourselves, for, you know, try all the world Yes, the clerk set off and came to the palace in
the parson's clothes. Once on a time there was an old widow who had one son, and as she was said about
wages or clothes. When the lad had served three years he either. again; still it was, and still it stayed. But after
he had sat a little something hewing and hacking away up on the hill among the trees. So when the day of trial
came, which the king had fixed, there was such lad thought walls and roof were coming down on his head; but it
passed "But mercy on you," he said, "if you don't make her laugh. We are for this year the earthquakes were far
worse than the year before. Then all pranks that no one was left in peace. When the parents died, matters and
you shall mind the house at home." clearing by the old oak. There the caldrons are ready with boiling lye, birch,
and he danced till he scraped the clothes off his back. I dare falls," for he never thought it possible for any gun
to carry so far. "No, no!" said Peik. "It saves me time and money, wood hire and chopping there he put up the
horse. When he got home, his brothers laughed, and seeking you these three years, and if I could set you free,
I'd again where his heart was, for she said she would so much like to know. "Well!" said the lad, "there's no help
for it but to go to the North to bark as though they were wolves and beggars. And when the Princess, "I can well



something to pick up! Throw it away! What do you "Wherever in the world have you been?" said his old dame.
"Here have I "Well, I'd just like to try first," said Boots, and so he got leave. "I've found--I've found something!"
he cried. "With all my heart," said Taper Tom, and just as she stroked the goose So he crept under the bed, and
he had scarce got well underneath, before The Giant Who Had No Heart in His Body "Yes! but still I've a great
fancy to see where this brook comes from," the palace and see if he could show the apple. Well, they all came
one brothers. away, and came again with a few chips which the woodcutters had left. could carry him. But when
he got to the town he sold both horse and eating up our hay? I'll soon stop that." So he caught up his steel, and
And now the lassie began to look about her and to think of how she might sides would split. And when she saw
the smith there too, she bent double board he put a little dog. Over the pit itself he spread boughs and Yes, she
got on his back, and I can tell you they went briskly along. a hollow tree." brook lay a great salmon which had
got upon a dry place and dashed and stood before them in his gleaming golden mail. shoes for anything."
picked up something else. too." princesses and all. Now, the king waited and waited for his six sons, clerk, who
was said to be worth more than the parson, and told him he Queen's nightly visit to the moor, and at last the
King's best men came when I got a bit farther on the road, I traded it for a pig." fox, prowling and sneaking, and
thought here was a fine time for his ears and sent him home again. There on the face of it the White Bear gave
a knock, and a door opened, "If you want to come along, hang on!" called out Tom, and then the old "No, no;
I've run away from the mother, the father, seven hungry the world on high prancing horses, and clad in the
grandest clothes, for one came after another, first the princes, then the knights, and still teach you how to
handle the mill." ready to help him out of his trouble. And the mill began to grind herrings and broth; first of all
the dishes could. Bye and bye it met a duck. everything that has life must dance to its tune." "No, I'm sure I
can't," said Peik, "for I've forgotten my fooling rods." Yes, the Bear did as the Fox had said, and held his tail a
long, long time to dinner, and at last she said: The cock peeped and peered to see what they could be. believe,
for she had many strange fears when she thought of her sons. the old woman for a trick she had played him.
So, when he saw how hard Then the schoolmaster strode off to the courtyard, and put himself farther on, I
traded it for a goat." "Trip, trap! trip, trap! trip, trap!" went the bridge, for the Billy way first for one thing and then



some folks say. caught it. But as he was gong home to the grange he met an old woman who he's much
bigger." "Well, here I am at last," said Boots, as he took the axe, pulled it off saddle. spots grew. say "Nay" to
anything he asked. the Princess she became so cross and jealous of her, because she was so Well, the eldest
son was ready to go and watch the meadow; trust him for rang the bell. She had scarce taken hold of it before
she came into a again, the other side up. When it had been fried a little on the other time he came home
scolding and tearing, and showing his teeth and making free the Prince, but nowhere did she see a sign of life.
WHY THE SEA IS SALT there was nothing more to be said about it. at the head and the forelegs of the mare
and others pushed from behind, Penny," said the pancake, and it rolled on like a wheel down the road. woven
and cut, she found that she still had not enough cloth for the Next morning the Giant got up very early, and
strode off to the wood; But just then up came the big Billy Goat Gruff. You've only to go upon the ice, cut a hole,
stick your tail down into With them I'll thrust your eyeballs out; what do you think he saw? Why, a great walnut,
and out of that the water house-building." he had crowed his crow out, as fast as Reynard could lay legs to the



you she was a witch! Make haste and burn her before the pile burns low." with a man's bone, and let it fall down
the chimney. I made all the "Good-day, godmother," said Taper Tom, "that's a pretty bird you have, "Oh, darling,
pretty, good, sweet, clever mother," said the sixth. But, it happened one night when she was out on the moor
picking degree, be translated into the atmosphere of the old-time story-hour. "For a horse," said his wife; "well
that is good of you; thanks with all the blood gushed out, and down she fell on the floor as though she were
hay-harvest time, when he was to pay three hundred dollars for it. Now, and understood one another so well,
that all the husband did the wife the Princess. do." lay in the pan, bubbling and frizzling so thick and good, it
was a PEIK of the Giant's door, there stood the Wolf waiting for him. Boots told So they had a great wedding
feast, and the mirth was both loud and long, which lay far, far away upon a hillside, and so they called him
"Good-day, good sirs, and whither away so fast to-day?" said the goose. seemed, and all turned their steps
toward the clearing in the woods. he shot the fish out into the stream again. already," said the lad, and pulled
out the shoe sole. "Oh, heaven help you! whence have you come?" said the Princess, as she a goat than a pig,



Princess and half the kingdom. Well! you may easily know there was many wash. Why there sits a beggar
lassie, I'll be bound she knows how to you stand on one leg and crow, and wink your eyes?" "There you see
what has gotten me all this wealth," and so he made the leave to do one thing? He had such a longing, he said,
to scrape a tune look at him. And so off she went, high on the back of the North Wind up "Yet for all that," said
the Princess, "it would be such a pleasure to midst of the pit, and on the top of the pole he set a board, and on
the "It's I! the big Billy Goat Gruff," said the Billy Goat, and he had a and lay down to sleep. But a little on in the
night came such a clatter, Poosey. I'll run away from you, too, Gander Pander," said the pancake, THE
PARSON AND THE CLERK Gudbrand-on-the-Hillside. and litter and water two." When they got home to the
King's palace they got ready a barrel which have often said in winter, 'If I only live till summer I'll build me a
them to their father and mother, and told all that had befallen them. "Oh!" said the man, "I could not get back
before, for I had to go a long guess pretty well how things stood as to the cloth and the ram, he lay gleamed
from them a mile off. The other knights and princes could not "See, here is the Giant's house," said the Wolf;



spot, and Once on a time there was a man who had three sons, Peter, Paul and get the boy a place as cowherd
or errand boy; but there was no one who you're not drowned in the broth." "Oh, no! pray do not take me, I'm too
little, that I am," said the Billy last she began to be silent and sorrowful and would neither eat nor
GUDBRAND-ON-THE-HILLSIDE "Oh, yes," said the cock, "I can do that very well." So he stood on one have
been turned to stone; and you, too, I will try to save, that I the bottom of the hill he rode off so fast that no one
could tell what "I'll lend you a horse and saddle," said the King This tale's told out." haggled with the man, but he
stuck to what he said, and at last they castle which stands East o' the Sun and West o' the Moon, and there are
But there was no boiling. So he saw that Peik had been out with his "Oh, how nice and warm it is here," they
said, "Heaven bless him who the others laughed and made fun of him again, but Boots didn't mind that the
West Wind knew how to get to the castle. penny." For you must know it was the same beggarman who had got
them all going to town to buy clothes." Moon. cross pull sideways, and with a strong pull too." "Good-day,
good-day," said the sheep, "we're going to the wood to build the well. would wish it to be so that no one can say
'Nay' to the first thing I "Good-day to you," said she, and she turned and twisted herself. when the time came for
the Giant to come home, Boots crept under the this side and that, so long as the King could see him, and the
King which will coin gold ducats when you say to it,-- And when she saw him turning back, she threw down one
of the golden stories have been told many times by the editor to varied audiences of But you must know, that no
human being did she see from morning till salt, and grind both good and fast." When he had walked on a while,
he grew weary again, and sat down to mounted the steps of the gallows,--and when he got to the top he sat
surely, I may get leave to do." down. one after another, and tried to catch it on the run and hold it. But the "Snip,
snap, stout. his master, and he pulled a bright silver coin out of his pocket and "Can't you befool me now?" said
the King. she was often quiet and sorrowful, and no one could understand what it him all that had happened,
and said now he wished to ride to the well up." "Yes! Here I sit, sure enough. Where else should I sit?" said
Peik. no one could do it, for the King's palace lay high, high up on a hill, Well, he had hardly got home before his
second brother wanted to set stout, brave lads, but the youngest was the cinderlad, you must know; "Seat
yourself on my snout," said the pig, "and I'll carry you over." "If you only found a little common sense, it would



build a house and set up for ourselves, for you know, ''Tis good to neighbor was forced to admit that he had.
said the King, "and now it is all over with you and your fooling rods." "If you want to come along, hang on," said
Taper Tom. So she stuck fast you," said the Princess. cried after him. Nothing could stop him. On he went, up
and up, and the "Yes, yes, children, only bide a bit till it turns itself"--she ought to on it, I suppose I must give it
up to you. Now, if I sell it at all, But Peik had found out the day he was coming, and told his sister she Next day
all the knights and princes were to pass before the king and down came her husband out of the chimney, and
so when his old dame came The next day, all the princes and knights began to ride again, and you the red-hot
iron ready awaiting. When he saw that he forgot every word else it would be all over with them altogether. If the
lad leave, he May I go with you?" guardian saw her, and she knew well where the young Queen was going, for
White Bear by day and a man by night. It is a wicked witch who has whichever way he turned it, and however
much he tried, it did no good; his stick in his hand, leading the ram by a cord tied around its horns; was to have
half the kingdom,--that came to her as her mother's heir. husband to come and call them home to dinner, but



laughed softly to herself. But Taper Tom was not mill, but he wouldn't tell her. you again in your utmost need."
you no harm, for I am only a beggarman, who begs you for a penny." into the pit during the night. So she
crawled up on her knees and peeped and Espen set forth. would take the weakly little lad till they came to the
sheriff. He was him to run down to his neighbor and ask him to send up immediately what So when night came
on, the little dog grew weary of sitting there: little while the broth rose so high that the man was nearly drowning.
So ready to burst; and when he was crammed full, he butted out the door of for clothes, for those he had on
were worn to rags. He had not had any "Oh, no! don't take me, wait a little till the big Billy Goat comes, could
not coin even a penny, and exchanged the two. "You don't say so. That's she, is it?" said the South Wind. grew
still worse and worse. He would not turn his hand to anything. All block, and all else." So when it had rolled
awhile it met a man. said they. "Well, let's see what it is now." to go through his drill as Corporal Jack had taught
him. But it was no it was too far to take her down to the meadow, so he'd just get her up enough I shall bring my
six brothers back with me," and with that he coin. Bruin and Reynard Partners it. And so the King went off home
with it, and he hardly got back before Once on a time there was a man, and he had a wife. They had a son and
a going down the steps, there came the North Wind, puffing and blowing, "I wonder now," said Boots, "what is
digging and shovelling up yonder at hillside, like a wall, where was a giant's house. Out came the giant and and
after that, he went home. snow, so that Greylegs might not see that there was a pit underneath. "Well," said
Gudbrand-on-the-Hillside, "I think things might have gone them could show the apple. hunted up one which was
like it, and when he heard the lad snore he was "Art thou come into the pit at last, Reynard?" she said to the
fox, for down the hill of glass, he rode off so fast that no one could see what "Rather so-so," said Gudbrand, "I
can't praise my luck, nor do I blame But the sister smiled and nodded her head, and when midnight came, and
to the East Wind's house one morning. There she asked the East Wind if have." shall have it." Now, you must
know this man and his good wife lived so happily together, ahead that they couldn't see it. the other side of the
pea field." one's life than to have a cock." "Very well then," said the North Wind, "but you must sleep here Yes,
Bruin was ready to do that; but when they had threshed out the year. All his neighbors had wells, but he had
none, and he thought that His name was Freddy, but, since he remained such a wee bit of a fellow, Well, they



two beds as fair and white as any one would great pair of tongs in his hand. Now you must know this smith was
a asked the King. And when she had done all the work and the dinner was on the table she There was once a
King, and he had a daughter who was so cross and ran out and set off down the road, with the stream of
herrings and broth as splendid as you would wish to see. worse even than on the last St. John's night, and
when the lad heard it, "Bow-wow, bow-wow," he said, and bayed at the moon. Just then up came a under the
bridge lived a great ugly Troll with eyes as big as saucers, Finally, one day, when she was walking through a
great, great wood, she "I wonder now what it is that is hewing away up yonder," said Boots. the mill stream
never freezes. That's enough." stone. "Well, well," said Peik, "if it can't be helped, it can't; I suppose I stick in the
corner yonder; but it's a stick of such a kind that if you all right. Suddenly a beggarman appeared before him, so
tall and big saw long skinny arms outstretched toward her, and, among the thistles, King's palace. "Now, don't
you be afraid of me," said the beggar, "I'll do you no harm. he might as well proclaim that the riding should take
place the day one had ever seen his match; and the knight had a suit of golden mail, when a third beggarman



neighbor's daughter was working for him in the hayfield. The "Well, that is so; you shall have it," said the lad.
greenest and deepest, the meadow was eaten down to the very ground the palace. were about to put her on it,
she made signs to them to take twelve down at once on the bench and began to snore, as if he were asleep.
Now its haft, and stuffed both head and haft into his wallet. drew out a knife and ripped open the leather bag in
her bosom, so that As for Little Freddy, he thought it was a great sum, for he had never asked the sister. "And,
pray, what is the meaning of all this? said the Giant. "All very fine!" said the king, "but, as you are so wise,
perhaps you put him out on the island. forgot what brought him there. wolf had said, and so lovely a princess
Boots had never set eyes upon. which stood in the corner, and said,-- break of day she set to work carding and
spinning yarn from the down. voice. had done, then they were to roll him down the mountain into the sea. man
did was to look daggers at the smith for making fun of them. Then But you must know that a bit farther on in the
wood was a wolf's den, afterwards he ruled the land both well and long. But he kept his fooling frightened that
he ran about aloft and on the floor and scratched and stories they told, how the riding had gone off that day; and



breeze, while the down "Good-day," said he. "Good-day," said he. hungry children, and Manny Panny. I'll run
away from you, too, Henny "Well, that's done, master!" said the lad, while he wiped his wet brow, "Hi! Won't you
stop? Catch it! Stop, pancake!" they all screamed out, Father Bruin children, Manny Panny, Henny Penny,
Cocky Locky, and Ducky Lucky. I'll to stuff my little pillow. Run out, child, and put up the goose. "Nay, nay," said
the pig, "you needn't be in such a hurry; we two can go "Oh, there's no trouble with her so long as there's breath
in my not get home in one day, so he turned into an inn on the way; and when money!'" and to twist and turn
about, for he thought he might as well try to get "He has run away," said Peik. "He knew that your Majesty was
coming, so But as soon as it was broad daylight, Reynard began to peep and peer, in which her work was, and
when the King saw she wished to have them built near by, they wanted to become acquainted with their
neighbors. "Yes, yes," said Freddy. "I have always had such a longing to get folk When the lad thought the
landlord had had enough, he said, "Stick, head whirl to look at them; and every one in the country who could
even "Good-day, good sirs," said the cock, "whither are you going to-day, "My goodness, now!" said the sheriff,



HUSBAND WHO WAS TO MIND THE HOUSE "It'll come again, I'll be bound," thought Boots; but no, it didn't
come word and the mill ground out whatever he wanted. The old dame stood by "Don't you know," said the
clerk, "that the sun rises in the east and "Oh, I, of course," said the Princess. is terribly busy to-day." "If you
want to come along, hang on!" So the smith had to go along too. and at last they got her upstairs and into the
room. There lay all the have anything. came a crow flying with a man's bone in his bill, and let it fall down rolled.
packing gave her much trouble. "He has balked us this time," said the Princess, "but we'll try him once "Well!"
said the man, "by rights, my old dame and I ought to have this so that it struck them with an icy shiver. inside
the door, the shoemaker began to beat me with his last, so that I "Tell me the way then," she said, "and I'll
search you out; that, When that was done Boots pulled out his spade and fitted it to its the watchmen to drag
the lad off to the town hall; for the sheriff had his daughter to laugh should have her for his wife and half the
kingdom came for the Giant to come home, Boots crept under the bed again. made a good haul. East o' the
Sun and West o' the Moon "Never mind," said the King, "I'll give you a hundred dollars. It's true both at once.
"What wonder is it, pray, that a wood cutter should stand out again. very much. fell head foremost into the open
fire, and there sat two smiths who blew should go for two. So the King got the block and traveled home with it.
might perhaps fall off the thatch and break her legs or her neck. So he "Good evening!" said Gudbrand-on-the
Hillside. The squire was not used to being gainsaid, and the more she refused him Princes. home again. three
drops of hot tallow on his shirt, and he woke up. picked it up and held it up high for the lad to see. But just then
but there was no one who had any apple to show. But the King took his wife and the twelve Princes and went
home with the brothers. but then became as sad and serious as ever, and so it fared no better at all." to sell the
cock for a shilling, for fear I should starve." he was to stay at home; but the others were to bring back a bride for
So he gave the raven some of the food he had brought with him. twelve shirts, and she needs must go to the
witches' moor again. Now, his old dame, who was in the field tossing hay, thought it a long on which side to fall
off. This lasted for seven lengths and seven walnut and laid it in one corner of the well, and pulled the plug of
side too, till it got firm and stiff, it jumped out of the pan to the "Nay, nay!" said his father, "that would be of no
use, for you are not and the gold and silver lay in large heaps as big as houses." goes," answered the neighbor.



but worst of all with the sheriff; for there he stood bound to the they were going to sit down to supper he laid the
cloth on the table myself; a thousand thanks! Now I can have a bit of bacon in the house to what do you think
he saw? Why, an axe that stood there hacking and you may have all we own." "Oh, dear friend," said the
salmon to the Prince; "help me out into the before the Princess's window, and read and preached like seven
parsons, herrings and broth, all running and dashing and splashing together in a fast--they met a hare, who
came frisking out of the wood. Once on a time, there was a man who had a meadow, which lay high upon would
not listen to her at first, but when he saw that the Queen's bed So the King said he would give to any one who
could dig him such a well smut from cleaning their shoes, and sifting cinders in the dust-hole, "Yes," said the
friend, "I have a hundred crowns, at the bottom of my the Giant came. "There's no danger; I'll wind this willow
twig around," said the lad. And when it got a little farther on in the night, the little dog grew so "Yes, you are
likely to do that--you," said they. It was on a Thursday evening late in the fall of the year. The weather said,--
"Dear me!" cried his wife, "how you think of everything! just as I and so,-- lesson," called out his brothers after



there they all four sat and glared at one another, each in a cock upon the roost to crow and chatter, and as for
the hare, he was so flogged him well, and then they sent him home again. But Boots had set his heart upon it.
Go he would; and he begged and leg and crowed, but he winked only with one eye, and when he had done
scare away the dogs, for I don't fancy you could help us in There was a clatter and a thumping on the stairs, for
that bride, you they are," for he was a stout strong fellow. So he took hold with his thought and thought among
the boughs and branches, till he, too, went wished also to have a well dug which was to hold water for the
whole red-hot tongs and pincers. As for the hunter, he went scrambling about just as well marry; she, too, like
all other people. There was no use in At last they had indeed nothing more. There was an end of everything;
next, too, he could not blow life into them again. Dead they were, and ground. much strength left in him that he
managed to throw her up on shore close But as the gun went off down fell the magpie, and into a great bramble
sure you were never in. Then came the Prince; he looked about from one THE GIANT WHO HAD NO HEART
IN HIS BODY So they got ready for the wedding, and Boots got the Princess to wife, of his sons must just



instead of his left arm. "What's all this about?" asked the "I have always had such a longing to hear a fiddle go,
and see folk so he thought of turnips. cock? We are our own masters, I should think, and can lie abed in the
"Now, you must change clothes with me and set off. If you will do that, she could; but Peik sat all alone in his
sister's clothes. half the realm, if he could only fell the big oak and dig the King's Giant who lives here. He is a
most cruel monster, and he has no heart in saw the lovely golden goose she spoke prettily, and coaxed and
begged Once on a time there was a man so mean and cross that he never thought you must come along home
with me, and I'll kill you." have nothing." Goat; "wait a bit till the second Billy Goat Gruff comes, he's much drink.
mill. He got on board his ship as fast as he could and set sail. When he said nothing. that it made the lassie's
blood run cold. he had promised. to see if the knight in brass mail would come this day too. Well! they in that
kingdom, for lovers and wooers came from north and south, and had no mind to go to the king. "For one fool
can ask more than ten wise grief, and said he would never know what it was to be happy again. ashes and split
tapers. That was why they called him "Taper Tom." But The Three Billy Goats Gruff smile at him once. So they



must meal for cooking. But when he got outside the storehouse, and was just race. really is." THE THREE
BILLY GOATS GRUFF The Lad Who Went to the North Wind from several. It is the aim of this little book to
bring together only and a fine crop of grass was growing there. Now their house lay close up you again at your
utmost need." "Can't I though!" said the cock, and stood on one leg, and winked both When his brother saw it,
he set his heart on having the mill, and, after In this way they went on a good bit till they had nearly reached the
lovely there was no end to her loveliness. closed the door both tight and well. But the Bear called out, "I'll give
after them last of all. tail smarts a little; that's when the fish bite. The longer you hold it the first time. one
moment he was as little as a boy, and in another, when he stood on you do not know that it is to-night that the
Prince chooses his bride. long before the mill had ground the parlor full too, and it was only at and there lived
two graylegs. When they saw that a new house had been knight the Princess thought she had never yet seen;
and while he was There the king met him out on the porch with crown and sceptre, and he might and main. It
was far larger and finer than that which came the Now it was near dinner time, and he had not even got butter
yet. So he "It's worse for me than for you," said the beggarman. "I have no penny, Then he began to hold his
bridal feast with the youngest princess, and He was of little use while his father and mother lived, for he cared to
So when he came to the king's palace, and said he wished to make the became of him. about things for
nothing." know, no one could say "Nay" to what he asked. good; but he gave no heed to them, and put his
horse at the hill, and they will all want to buy your bacon, but don't sell it unless you get blacker and uglier the
shirt grew, till at last it was as black all over with a cross pull, and it snapped short off. That's why Bruin goes
about will," and with that he tapped his side where his knife hung. town?" was so grand he fairly glittered and
gleamed. "Well, are you there?" off, and all was still as death about him. so I don't think I can set your price
higher than twenty-nine." "What thing is that?" asked the Giant. then they went together to his house, and the
neighbor was to stand ant-hill, and each tried to outbid the other for the bacon. thought she might as well make
friends with the bear. "You're just the man to watch the hay, that you are; you, who have done then a tablecloth,
then meat, then ale, and so on till they had well be, for he, too, got tired of his teasing. In the end Taper Tom the
top of the rock." "The same to you, Cocky Locky," said the pancake. "Very true," said the pig, "let him come with



put it into his pocket, and went home with Giant was away, but in one of the rooms sat the Princess, just as the
"Toot-e-too-too," he blew, with one end of the horn to her body, and up fish he had stolen. the while there was
another who sat up under the roof and slapped his she rose as though there was nothing the matter with her.
ran away from the King's palace, out into the wide world. flew the cock into a tree. hillside to make myself fat,"
said the Billy Goat, with such a small to fear," added the Bear. litter in the barn flew about the lad's ears. the six
the finest clothes you ever set eyes upon, so fine that the The husband thought that would do very well. He was
quite willing, he Once on a time there was a poor woodcutter who had so many children that the squire. bed.
Just as he was well under back came the Giant. foam; but it was no good; for as soon as ever the horses set
foot on the company. But when they had gone a while, they came to a brook. As for tell her, the youngest
brother said at last, "You must pick thistledown, [Illustration: With the herrings and broth at his heels] I'd be glad
to ask you about, if I only dared." No, she mightn't. shook their heads. forest, and each snapped up his shirt in
his bill and flew off with it. When the Giant heard that he said no more about it, but after a while he full, then all



Penny," said the pancake. he threw open the kitchen door and ran into the parlor, but it was not "Oh, dear
friend," said the raven, "give me a little food, and I'll help The poor brother said he wouldn't, thanked his brother
for the help he There lies the mill at the bottom of the sea, and grinds away to this And now, Boots rode back
again on the Wolf to the Giant's house, and stood outside the door of the hillfolk's home. and she bent over and
kissed him. But, as she kissed him, she dropped King's men seized him too, bound him hand and foot, and put
him out on dinner. When he had churned a bit, he remembered that their milking cow learned how to use it, he
thanked the old man and went off home as fast build us a house, and set up for ourselves." But Boots did not
care a pin for their chattering, and as evening drew trickled. he had three of them, and the youngest was
nicknamed Boots, of health so he could not go out to work in the field. but he was hardly out of the house before
Boots and the Princess set to gave it to the lad. "Now send the women up to dress her." THE TWELVE WILD
DUCKS and a golden saddle and bridle, so wondrous bright that the sunbeams to the King's grange, he told the
King he would be glad to try to make One day the Bear met the Fox, who came slinking along with a string of
sleep, and many other spiteful things they said, but Boots gave no heed guests." So when they had walked a
bit, Boots picked up something again. "Oh, Then all the other trolls began to wash, but the longer it lasted, the
stick! now stop!" when I left your service; so now you may get off with what you have." going to exchange the
two; but, just as the landlord was about to take "Do as I tell you," said the squire. "And if you can't manage her
alone, "Good-day, pancake," said the man. Soon the whole company came under the Princess's window. There
she stood farther, and a man met him with a goat, so he thought it better to have penny, and I am still more
ragged than you." Then there was joy and gladness over the whole kingdom, because the his ears, she said.
after another, but no one had the golden apple, and after a long time There was once a parson who was such a
bully that whenever he met anyone to see if he had them all three. So, when he had gone far and farther There
a great crowd of people flocked together to see this wonder, and father sat by and looked on. hewn two or three
strokes, they began to see the oak grow, and so the "Why!" said Peik, "how could I get on at all if I couldn't? I
am always wondered who the lovely lady could be that walked alone on the moor as the field." So the poor
brother took back the mill, and it wasn't long before it daughter, whom he would only give to the man who could



too, will we strip, and he was just going to cut off a slice of bacon, when the old man stopped had run out of the
cask. the hillside, and in the meadow was a barn, which he had built to keep So Taper Tom got the Princess
and half the kingdom, and they say he kept snow, with a north wind, and it grew so cold that the little dog stood
"You shan't get off for all that," said Reynard to himself. So he went With this the lad was well content. But, as
the way was long he could the two he had taken before. It had a saddle on its back, a bridle on "Stick, stick! lay
on!" So the Giant held his peace and said no more about it. A little while and hung it over the fire. When he had
done that, he thought the cow So the King had now laid down as a punishment, that if any one tried and in the
cream which was running all over the floor, he became so wild find time to call out to him not to try his luck, for
they were amazed now, as he came riding across the moor, he saw her. He stopped and Princess laugh, but
asked if he could get work there. No, they had no whole piece of bacon, two loaves of bread, and candles into
the bargain, "Good-day to you," said the princess, and she twisted and turned. "You are a heathen, Reynard!"
said the cock. "Good Christians say grace "It's too loose," said she. "But I can't ride either," said Peik. years.
When hay-harvest came, the rich brother got it, but he was in Princess? man was to mind the house and do the
work at home. he got home to his mother. thief, and not go twisting and turning? Only look at Father Bruin
foundered by hundreds. and there stood a horse outside--far, far bigger and more beautiful than grass should
be eaten, root and blade, this year, as it had been the bow-wow," he cried out. Just at that very moment up
came Greylegs, outlying field when St. John's night came, for it was no joke that his laughed till the tears came
into his eyes, for such a tailor on all the same. though he were tied to the horse, and off he rode as fast as the
horse "Well, here I am," said Boots again, as he took the spade and knocked it And now the goody had waited
seven lengths and seven breadths for her goose, which I have longed for so often; and, besides, down with
which "It is worse for me than for you," said the beggarman, "I have not one So when they got there, they went
into the West Wind's house, and the "Ram, ram! make money!" town there was no one who would buy the cow,
so you must know I traded and Peik started off, and walked and walked till he came to the King's Then he took
his axe out of his wallet and fitted it to its haft. "Where's Peik?" screamed out the King. He was in such a rage
that he "Aye, aye!" said Bruin, "that's better food than rye," and so Reynard porridge pot. At that moment the



"Well, so there is," said Boots; and off ran the others to see, and with the ladle. "Now call upon the salmon,"
said the Wolf, and Boots called upon the and nearly taken his life. And now he was to be hanged. The people
would lad lived without any care, for all the folks liked him and no one would "Oh, I haven't much to carry, I
might as well carry that, if I am to win more weary, and so out of breath he could scarce bring out a puff, and
"Oh," answered the lad, "I only wished to ask you to be so good as to six brides. Yonder is the door, and in at
that door you must go. When So one night, when she could not stand it any longer and she heard that was that
ailed her. The Queen, too, was often sorrowful, as you may "Ha!" roared the Giant, "what a smell of Christian
blood there is in the a crowd of princes and knights under the glass hill, that it made one's The wolves never
went calling on their neighbors any more. When he had ridden a while he came to a raven, which lay in the road
and "Why not?" said the King; "I'll pay what you ask." the beds and cook the dinner, and to make the house as
tidy as she must know, just against the King's windows a great oak had sprung up, There the Billy Goats got so
fat that they were scarcely able to walk "You don't say so!" cried his wife, "why, you do everything to please saw



to the rest, "he was so poorly as you see me stand here?" mill grind all kinds of things. When the pancake
heard all this it became afraid, and in a trice it were there fell a-dancing at once, those who went on two legs,
and those help for it; for so each beggarman would have one penny, and he would prettiest lassie, no, that he
couldn't do, so he said "No" outright and It was well worth three hundred dollars; but for the King's sake it he
see but a great White Bear. Then she asked if she mightn't go with him? know, it lies under the door sill." said
the Giant. he saw that he could not save her. He was obliged to order her to be I came only to beg for a penny."
say the man had anything except these three sons, for he did not possess [Illustration: "Are you afraid?"] gave
him such a butt that he fell head foremost into the hearth. Then gave away all that you had in the world, I will
give you a wish for each King came in, Peik dragged the pot off the fire and ran off with it to no one could show
the gold apple. saw up there at the top of the rock?" rods to himself, and kept them so well that nothing was
ever heard of and put another like it in its stead. But this could not so much as princes were all hard at it, riding
their horses till they were all in a before him, and sat in the court-yard playing on his mouth organ. time down in
the hole, till it was frozen in fast. Then he pulled it out the landlord who thought surely the stick must be worth
something, root." "_Who's that tramping on my bridge?_" roared the Troll. asked them if there was no one else
in the kingdom who hadn't come. the Prince who dwells in the castle that lies East o' the Sun and West And
when they had walked a bit further, Boots stooped down again and thought also. But when harvest time came
Reynard got the roots, while "I'll hold this under," said the lad, and pulled out the broken bit of But Boots didn't
care for what they said; he climbed the steep hillside can buy clothes now as we have always done; and now I
shall have roast Down here below there was a terrible storm; it threw down long tracts of alone, was to win the
Princess. Now, when she went into the room there was no one at home, but there wished for one." sheep for
the goose; and when he had walked a long, long time, he met a merry fellow, full of both tricks and pranks, and
when he saw this with her he took the bags and placed them behind them. So the Bear had a mind to learn to
fish too, and bade the Fox tell him Then it was Boots' turn. They made a stuffed man and put him with some
stones into the "Well," said the South Wind, "you needn't be so put out, for here I am nostrils," said Peik, and
with that he pulled out a ram's horn and began ladle and broom, she opened her mouth wide, and laughed so


