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CHAPTER 23 Effective Sentenc,,
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" Americans look down on jt. The grown-uP nans e h iy Py
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5 Mgst 2I/“exans kr%ow what to do in casé of a tornado. They have endured
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Improving Sentence Variety

Readers frequently find themselves s;ruggl‘mg to concentrate on a strin

of sentences even though nothing obvious seems to be wrong. Sentence by
sentence, in fact, the author may be writing perfectly well. Put the sentences
together, though, and monotony sets in. The monotony can usually be attrib-

uted either to a series of sentences that are all, or nearly all, of the same length or
the same structure.

Varying Sentence Length

Sentences come short, medium,
fective writing is to try for varie
than it’s intended. Don’t assume, for instance,
tence must be followed by a long one,

long sentences can sometimes be effective,

and long—and the simple principle for ef-
ty. Don't take this principle more rigidly
that every single short sen-

and vice versa. A string of short or
providing that it is eventually





