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Nor is that all. I am never certain of remaining in my master’s

favour for an instant. In his heart his ‘Wives are so many enemies of

mine, whose only thought is to ruin me, They have their quarters
of an hour when 1 go unheard, quarters of an hour when nothing is
refused, when I am always in the wrong. The women I take to my
master’s bed are angry; do you think that anything will be done
there on my behalf, or that my side will be the stronger? I have every-
thing to fear from their tears, their sighs, their kisses, and even their
own pleasure. They are in their place of triumph, Their beauty
becomes a terror to me. Theie present services instantly wipe out all
my services in the past, and nothing can make me certain of a master
who has lost control of himself, :

On how many occasions have I gone to bed in favour, and got up
in disgrace? On the day when I was so shamefully whipped all round
the seraglio, what had I done? I left a woman in my master’s arms,
As soon as she saw that he was excited, her tears flowed in streams;
she complained, and arranged things so that her complaints increased
at the same rate as the love she was inspiring. How could I have
defended myself at such a critical moment? T was lost when I least
expected it. I fell victim to amorous negotiations and to a treaty
based on sighs. These, my dear Ibbi, are the conditions under which
Thave always lived. :

How. fortunate you are! Your duties are limited entirely to
Usbek himself. It is easy to please him, and to remain in his favour
until the end of your days,

From the seraglio at Ispahan, the last day of the moon of Saphar, 1711

@
Letter 10
Mirza to his friend Usbek, at Erzerum

You alone could have compensated for Rica’s absence, and nobody
but Rica could console me for yours, We miss you, Usbek: you were
the soul of our circle of friends. What violence it needs to break
attachments formed by both heart and mindl -
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We argue here a great deal; our arguments are asually about moral
questions. Yesterday the subject under discussion was whether men
are made happy by pleasure, and the satisfaction of the senses, or by
the practice of virtue. [ have often heard you say that men were born -
to be virtuous, and that justice is a quality which is as proper to them
as existence. Please explain to me what you mean.

Thave asked our mullahs about it, but they drive me to desperation

. with their quotations from the Koran: for I am not consulting them

as a true believer, but as a man, as a citizen, and as a father.
Farewell.
From Ispahan, the last day of the moon of Saphar, 1711

Letter 11°
Usbek to Mirza, at Ispahan

You abandon your own powers of reason in order to try out mine;:
you condescend to consult me; you believe me capable of instructing
you. My dear Mirza, there is one thing that flatters me more than
the good opinion which you have formed of me: it is your fiendship,
to which I oweiit. 2

To comply with your request, it scemed to me that there was o
need to use any very abstract arguments. With truths of a cettain
kind, it is not enough to make them appear convincing : one must also
make them felt. Of such a kind are moral truths. Perhaps this fragment
of history will make a deeper impression on you than philosophical
subtleties. i

There was in Arabia a small nation of people called Troglodytes,
descended from those Troglodytes of former times who, if we are to
believe the historians, were more like animals than men. Ours were
not so deformed as that: they were not hairy like bears, thr:): did not
hiss, they had two eyes; but they were so wicked and ferocious that
there were no principles of equity or justice among them,

They had a king of foreign origin, who, in an attempt to reform
their natural wickedness, treated them with severity; but they
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conspired against him, killed him, and exterminated all the royal
family. 4

The deed accomplished, they held a meeting to choose a govern-
ment, and after many disagreements they elected ministers. But hardly
had they elected them than they found them unbearable; and they
massacred them too. Freed of this hew restriction, the nation let
itself be ruled only by its natural wildness. Each individual agreed
that he would not abey anybody any more, but that each one would
look after his own interests exclusively, without considering those
of others, :

This manimous decision greatly appealed to each indivi
Troglodyte. They said: “What bus?zm ?spft of mine to g: inv:;dlfxﬁ
myself working for people who mean nothing to mez I shall think
uniquely of myself; I shall be happy, what does it matter to me if the
cr.hefs ate or not? I shall get all I need, and provided that I do, I
shan’t care if all the other Troglodytes are miserable.’ :

It was the month for sowing the crops. Everybody said: ‘I shall
plough only enough land to grow the wheat necessary to feed myself,
1I1 ;I;)uld ha\:: no use for a larger amount: I won’: put myself out to

The soil of this small country was not all the same. There were arid,

mountainous districts, and others on Jow ground which were irrigated

One of the leading citizens had a v, beauti ife. His nei
fell in love with her and abducted l:?r’ Th.i:{:]u:::i&; f;l:cg:;g::::;f
3:‘1 ;ft?r.a good deal of insults and fighting they agreed to abide by,' :
ecision of_: Troglodyte who, while the Republic had lasted,
had had 2 certain amount of influence, They went to him, wantin
to prmcpz their arguments, “What does it matter to me,’ he said, ‘i%

54

Persian Letters

this woman belongs to you, or to you? I have my land to plougﬂ; I
am certainly not going to spend my time patching up your disputes,

 and looking after your affairs while I neglect my own. Please leave

me in peace, and don'’t trouble me any more with your quarrels.”
With this he left them and went off to work on his fields, The
abductor, who was the stronger, swore that he would sooner die
than give the woman up, and the other man, overcome by the in-
justice of his neighbour and the judge’s callousness, was going home
in despair when he came acrossa young and beautiful woman return-
ing from the fountain. He no longer had a wife; he found this woman
attractive, and he found her a great deal more attractive when he
learnt that she was the wife of the man whom he had wanted to have
as judge, and who had been so unfeeling about his misfortune. He
carried her off and took her to hishouse. - :

There was a man who possessed quite a fertile picce of land, which
he diligently cultivated. Two of his neighbours joined forces, turned
him out of his house, and took possession of his field. They made an
alliance to defend each other against any possible usurper, and did in
fact manage to give each other mutual protection for several months,
But one of the pair, tired of having to share something that he could
have to himself, killed the other, and became sole master of the field.
His reign was short: two other Troglodytes came and attacked him.
He found that he was too weak to defend himself, and was massacred,

A Troglodyte with almost nothing to wear saw some wool for
sale. He asked the price. The merchant said to himself: ‘Ordinarily
I could expect to get only as much for my wool as I should need to
buy two measures of wheat; but I shall sell it for four times as much,
50 as to have eight measures.” There was no alternative, and the price
had to be paid. *That’s good,’ said the merchant; “now I shall have

some wheat.’

“What did you say:’ retorted his customer. ‘Do you need wheat?
I have some to sell. There is only one thing that may surprise you,
and that is the price. You must know that wheat is extremely
expensive, and there is a faminc almost everywhere. But give me my
money back, and I will give you one measure of wheat: for other-
wise I shall refuse to let aniy go, even if you were to die of hunger.’

Meanwhile, a cruel disease was rife throughout the area. A skilled
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doctor arrived from a neighbouring country,

expertly that he cured everyone who went to hj and gave treatment sa

: ly concern was to bring up their children to be virtuous.
m. When the epidemic cir only g up

They constantly described to them the distress of their fellow-
countrymen, letting their wretchedness serve as an example to them.

is always to be found in the common interest; that wanting to cut
oncself off from it is the same as wanting to ruin oneself; that virtue
is not such as to cost us anything, and should not be considered as a
wearisome exercise; and that justice to others is charity for ourselves.
. Soon they had the reward of virtuous parents, which is to have

before their eyes increased through happy marriages. As their numbers
- grew larger, they remained just as closely united, and virtue, so far
" from becoming weaker among the multitude, was on the contrary
* fortified by a greater number of examples. ¢
‘Who could now describe the happiness of these Troglodytes: So

From Erzerum, the 3rd of the second moon ofjom;da, 1711
just a race of men was bound to be cherished by the gods. As soon as

(&) they opened their eyes to know the gods, they learnt to fear them,
o and religion appeared, to soften any roughness of manner left over
Letter 12 from nature. .

They instituted festivals in the honour of the gods. The girls,
adorned with flowers, and the youths celebrated them with dancing
and the music of rustic harmonies. Then came feasting, and joy
reigned equally with frugality. It was at these gatherings that the
innocence of nature spoke. There the young people discovered how
to give their hearts, and how to receive the gift; there virginal

_ delicacy, blushing, made a confession obtained by surprise, but soon
confirmed by the parents’ consent; and there the affectionate mothers
took pleasure in foreseeing a tender and faithful union from afar.

They would go to the temple to ask the favours of the gods: not
the burdens of wealth and superfluity, for such wishes were unworthy

Usbek to the same, at Ispahan

You have seen my dear Mirz
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1lies that there h :

m‘ﬁfmﬂ m.l'sfortu:c- aTi:-:T; 5 oy remained, and
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between them. The work : b ‘
interest; they had ng disagrzgmvzldt: :;3;131 5‘:}11101111&: in the common L of the happy Troglodytes; they were incapable of desiring them
their tender and affectionate friendsh; -?:d -OSEIWh,ch were due to | g except for their fellow-countrymen. They had come to the altar only
the country, separated from-their conf ’at ¢ In the remotest part of 1 to ask for their fathers’ health, unity among their brothers, their -
to be with them, they led a calm andfl,l riots, who were unworthy : wives’ affection, the love and obedience of their children. The young
to produce of its own accord, Clﬂﬁvacedagp ):hhfc' '{‘he carth seemed i gitls came with the tender sacrifice of their hearts, and asked no
They loved their wives, by whom th y these virtuous hands, e favour except to be able to make a Troglodyte happy.
" €y were tenderly cherished, In the evenings, as the herds came in from the fields and the tired
5 ; _ 3
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presents, and the giver always thou

The Troglodyte nation regarded themselves as 4 single family; th
e family; the

herds were almo
st always mixed
Was usually neglected was that of Sgl:ﬁ;c.}gg:hthu' and the only task that

From E =g tcm out.
rzerum, the 6th of the

ghe that the advantage was his,

second moon of Jomada, 1711

I

Letter 13
Usbek to the same
Ishall never be abl
dytes. One of - e llyou encugh about the virtue.
his field toemczxrrd;:vn-l Isas;:ld?nc:iay: ‘My father w;]tlu;:\itht;irﬁi;
5 ; e 5
hcf:::hto hlﬁdﬁ dd'hlhe will %ndug: a? ;ll;zzgcgff ore him and, when
et sad to himself: ‘I think thy »
young Troglodyte who is related to ust. ?gsu:s:fpch; t i
Absither oty et :hc the marriage.” o my father
cattle, “That makes rgnct i th’at thieves had stolen his herd of
white heifer which [ vwaned - £ he s2id, ‘for there -
Another was hcaf-: N i i "h‘"-',g ; el v
to say: ‘[ . ;
to the gods, because my b];o:.h: st 80 to the temple to give thanks

» wh
and whom I am so fond of, has bcmv:-,ﬁ?:lre:ln t);f:ﬁifovcs o Tt
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. Or again: “There is a field next to my father’s, and the people who

 ultivate it are exposed every day to the heat of the sun. I must go
. and plant a couple of trees there, so that those poor people can go and

cest sometimes in the shade.”

_ One day, when a number of Troglodytes were together, one of
the older ones mentioned a young man whom he suspected of having
committed a crime, and reproached him for it. “We do not believe
that he committed the crime,’ said the younger Troglodytes, ‘but if
he did, may he be the fast of his family to die!" . .

A Troglodyte was brought the news that strangers had looted his
house and taken everything away with them. “If they were not
unjust,” he replied, ‘it would be my wish that the gods should grant
them the use of it for a longer time than Thad.”

All this good fortune was not observed without envy. The
neighbouring peoples met together and resolved, on an empty pre-
text, to make off with their herds. As soon as they knew of this
decision the Troglodytes sent envoys to meet them and give them
this message: - b

“What have the Troglodytes done to youz Have they taken away
your wives, stolen your cattle, ravaged your country? No: we arc
just, and we fear the gods. What then do you want from usz Do you
want wool to make yourselves clothest Do you want milk for your
herds,! or the fruit from qur lands? Put down your weapons; come

to us and we will give you all these things. But we swear, by whatever
is most sacred, that if you enter our land with Thostile intent, we shall

regard you as unjust, and treat you like wild beasts.’

Their words were dismissed with contempt. These savage peoples,
in arms, entered the country of the Troglodytes, whom they believed
to be defended by their innocence alone.

But they were well prepared for defence. They had put their wives
and children in the centre. They were appalled by the injustice of their
cnermies, and not by their numbers. A new kind of ardour possessed
their hearts: one wanted to die for his father, another for his wife and
children; one for his brothers, another for his friends; and all of them
for the Troglodyte nation. As soon as one died, his place was taken
by another, who, besides the common cause, had in addition an

individual's death to avenge. ]
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Such was the combat of injustice and virtue. 'I'hsc cowardly
peoples, whc.) wanted nothing but plunder, were not ashamed to run
away, and yielded to the virtue of the Troglodytes while remaining

unaffected by it.
From Erzerum, the gth of the sccon_ld moon '-of_]'o::'nadz, 1711

Letter 14
Usbek to the same

Since the nation was daily increasing in numbers, the Troglod
thought that it would be right to choose themselves nk:g 'Ihy:

agreed that the crown should be bestowed upon the justest among

them, and their choice unanimously fell on an old man whose age,
and years of virtue, made him venerable, He had not wanted to
au:?d the assembly; he had retired to his house, his heart wrung with
griet,

Deputies were sent to inform him that the choice had fallen on
him, ‘God forbid,” he said, *that I should do ksug‘héﬁva wrong to the
Troglodytes, and that it should be thought that no one among them
is juster than 1! You bring me the crown, and if you insist upon it
absoliatdy I shall certainly have to take it. But be sure that I shall die
of gticf, having seen when I was born the Troglodytes in freedom,
and secing them subjects today.’ As he spoke, tears began to stream

down his face. ‘Unhappy day!’ he said, ‘and why have I lived s0 -

long:’ Then he cried in a stern voice: ‘I see what it is quite well, ch
Troglodytes! your virtue has begun to be a burden to you. In your
present state, without a ruler, it is necessary for you to be virtuous
despite yoursclves. Otherwise you could not continue to exist, and
you would fall into the misfortunes of your first ancestors. But this
Imposition scems too hard for you. You would prefer to be subject
to a king, and obey his laws, which would be less rigid than your own
customs. You know that you would then be able to satisfy your
a.mbl‘l:mns, accumulate wealth, and live idly in degrading luxury; that,
provided you avoided falling into the worst crimes, you would

Persian Letters

‘have no need of virtue.” He paused a moment, and his tearsfell faster
‘than ever. ‘And what is it that you expect of me: How could I

.command a Troglodyte to do something? Would you want him to
: Pc:form a virtuous action because I tell him to, when he would have

done it just the same without me, by natural inclination alone? Oh
Troglodytes! I am at the end of my days, my blood is frozen in my
veins, I shall soon see your blessed ancestors: why do you want me to
gricve them, and to be obliged to tell them that I have left you under
the rule of something other than virtue?'- :

From Erzerum, the 1oth of the sccénrl moon of Jomada, 1711

(@)
Letter 15

The First Eunuch to Jahrum,} one of the black eunuchs,
; at Erzerum

1 pray that Heaven may bring you back to this place and preserve
you from every danger. :

Although I am virtually unacquainted with the relationship that
they call friendship, and have been entirely wrapped up in myself, you
have made me feel that I still had a heart; and while I was as hard
as bronze in my relations with all the slaves who were under my
authority, it was with pleasure that I watched your growth as a
child. - : :

The time came when my master’s choice fell on you. The voice of
nature was far from having yet made irself heard when the blade o
a knife separated you from nature, I shall not say whether I felt pity,
or pleasure, on secing that you had been raised to my level. I pacified
your tears and cries. It seemed to me as if you had been born for a
second time, leaving a state of slavery in which you would always
have to obey and entering one in which you would issue commands.
I took charge of your upbringing. The sternness which is inseparable
from education prevented you for a long time from knowing that
you were dear to me. Yet so you were, and I would say that Iloved
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