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ing i{Il ensely at Mrs, Peters, whose eyes make a slow turn, finally meeting Mrs.
Hale's. A moment Mrs. Hale holds her. then her own eyes point the way to where
the box is cqncealed. Suddenly Mrs, Peters throws back quilt pieces and tries to
put the box in the bag she js carrying, It is too big. She opens box, starts to take
bird out, cannot touch it, goes to bieces, stands there helpless. Sound of a knob
turning inithe othersroome e S <i: oo chabin wnd puts it in the pocket
of her big coat. Enter County Attorney and Sheriff, who remains down right. )

COUNTY ATTORNEY (crosses to up left door Jacetiously): Well, Henry, at least we
found out that she was not going to quilt it. She was going to— what is it
you call it, ladies?

MRS. HALE (St.anding center below table Jacing front, her hand against her pocket):
We call it—knot it, Mr. Henderson.

Curtain. [1916]

= THINKING ABOUT THE TEXT

1. Although much of this play is about Minnie Wright, Glaspell keeps her
offstage. Why, do you think?

2. What does Glaspell imply about differences between men and women?
Support your inference with details from the text.

3. What do Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters realize about themselves during the
course of the play? To what extent should they feel guilty about their
own past behavior? y ol

4. Ultimately, Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters cover Lqp‘”évid.ence to protect Minnie
Wright. They seem to act out of loyalt)’(i}i&p_;their sex. How sympathetic
are you to their stand? Do you feel thgggfare times when you should be

someone’s ally because that personj‘;kg?of the same gender as you?

5. Is this play about freedom and confinement? About the injustice of male

that hold women together? Or some-




