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wish it to be remembered that 1 was the last man of my
ribe to surrender my rifle. This boy has given it to you, and

he now wants to know how he is going to make a living

The ceremony at Fort Buford marked the end, at
age fifty, of Sitting Bull’s career as a warrior, war
leader, and tribal war chief, a career that had begun at
the age of fourteen, when he counted his first coup
on a Crow Indian. He had achieved power and dis-
dnction in other fields, too—as a wichasha wakan, a
holy man; as a band chief; and finally, a post unique
' Sioux history, as supreme chief of all the Lakota
wribes. His war honors and trophies, however, pro-
vided his greatest satisfaction. That he understood the
tragic symbolism of giving up his rifle he betrayed in
a song composed to connect what had been to what
would be: A warrior / I have been / Now / It 1s all
over / A hard time / I have.

What “had been” began in 1831 with Sitting Bull’s
birth into a distinguished family of the Hunkpapa
tribe, one of the seven tribes of Teton or Lakota
Sioux. A nomadic people, the Lakotas occupied the
high plains between the Missouri River and the Big-
horn Mountains while ranging north to the British
possessions and <outh as far as the Platte and R epub-
lican rivers. Together, they numbered between 15,000
and 20,000 people. Other S10uX lived to the east—
Vanktons and Yanktonais east of the Missouri Raver,
and Dakotas, or Santees, 11 Minnesota.

At the age of fourteen, his name was not yet Sit-
ting Bull but Jumping Badger, although his deliberate
and willful ways had earned him the nickname
Hunkesni, or “Slow.” Much against his parents’ coun-
sel. Slow insisted on accompanying a War party of ten
men striking westward from the Powder River 1n
search of horses and scalps of the enemy Crow tribe.
Unproven lads often tagged along on such expedi-
tions as errand boys. They learned the ways of war
without actually fighting.

On the third day out, crossing 2 divide, the party
spotted a dozen mounted Crows gathered in confer-
ence beside a creek. Whooping and shouting, the
Lakotas raced down the slope 1n 2 headlong charge.
Startled, the Crows spread out to receive the attack.

But one Crow spurred his horse to escape. Slow,
mounted on a sturdy gray horse his father had given
him, his naked body painted yellow from head to
foot and hung with colorful strands of beads, shrieked
a war cry and galloped in pursuit. The powerful gray
swiftly overtook the quarry. Pulling abreast, Slow

smashed his adversary with a tomahawk and knocked
him from his mount. Another warrior hurried in to

finish the act and count second coup. In fierce fight-
ing, the Sioux killed all but four of the Crows, who
fled the field.

In a jubilant ceremony at the home village, Slow
donned his first white eagle feather, emblem of a first
coup, and entered one of the world’s most highly
developed warrior societies. His mother presented
him with the beaded, feathered lance that became his
favorite offensive weapon. His father presented a
shield bearing a sacred design that appeared to him
in a dream. From his father a

Ppr—

so came his own name,
to replace Slow and resonate in the history of not
only the Sioux but their enemies as well: Tatanka-
Iyotanka, Sitting Bull.

As Sitting Bull’s adolescent years fell behind in the
1840s, he took on his adult build. With a heavy, mus-
cular frame, a big chest, and a large head, he 1m-
pressed people as short and stocky, although he stood
five feet ten inches tall. His dark hair reached to his
shoulders, often braided with otter fur on one side,
hanging loose on the other. A severe part at the cen-
ter of the scalp glistened with a heavy streak of crim-
son paint. A low forehead surmounted piercing €yes,
, broad nose, and thin lips. Although dexterous afoot
and superbly agile mounted, he was thought by some
to be awkward and even clumsy.

n adulthood Sitting Bull developed into the
Hunkpapa incarnate, the admired epitome of the four
cardinal virtues of the Lakotas: bravery, fortitude, gen-
erosity, and wisdom. “There was something in Situng
Bull that everybody liked” one of his tribesmen re-
called. “Children liked him because he was kind, the
women because he was kind to the family and liked
to settle family troubles. Men liked him because he
was brave. Medicine men liked him because they
knew he was 2 manl they could consider a leader.”
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Sitting Bull evolved three distinct personall(iesé
One was the superlative warrior and huntsmatl, ?ul Pf
at all the techniques of war and the hunt, boast 0
his deeds, laden with honors and ambitious f01" more,
celebrated and rewarded with high rank by his peo-
ple. Another personality was the holy man, suffused
with reverence and mysticism, communing constantly
with Wakantanka, the Great Mysterious, dreaming
cred dreams and carrying out the rites and ceremo-
nies they mandated, entreating for the welfare of his
people, offering sacrifices ranging from a buffalo car-
a5 to his own flesh. A third was the good tribesman,
2 man of kindness, generosity, and humility, unosten-
ramous in dress and bearing, composer and singer of
songs, a friend of children and old people, peace-
maker, sportsman, gentle humorist, wise counselor,

and leader. That he excelled in all three realms testi-
fied to uncommon merit.

The Lakota culture was hardly a generation old at
the ame of Situng Bull’s birth. Only around the be-
ginning of the nineteenth century did the Lakotas
become fully mounted on horses and begin to ac-
quire guns. Horses and guns enabled them to seize
and defend their rich hunting grounds, to follow the
great nugranng herds of buffalo that shaped their dis-
uncuve way of hife, and by the middle of the nine-
teenth century to evolve into the proud and powerful
monarchs of the northern Great Plains. Ironically, by
furnishaing the horses and guns, white people made
possible the Lakota way of life; then, in less than a
century, they destroyed it.

In the years of Sitting Bull’s youth, the Hunkpapas
had hule concepuon of the white world. The only
whates they knew were traders based at posts along
the Missour: River. From them, or other tribes act-
ing as intermediaries, came the horses and guns,
along with other useful manufactures. Whites in sub-
stantial numbers lived 500 miles to the southeast; the
Hunkpapas sensed no threat from them. Their hostil-
ity was reserved for enemy tribes such as the Crows,
Flatheads, Assiniboines, and Arikaras.

By Sitting Bull’s thirtieth birthday, however, the
white world had begun to intrude alarmingly on the

Hunkpapas. Treaty makers, governme,, )
daft
soldiers had begun to appear along th, , iy

PPt: ';

souri in the 1850s, and by the 1860s th Me
grown distressingly clear. Settlers fingey, L
river valleys to the south. Emigrants boyy
gold mines of western Montana killed g, b:f.
and grazed their livestock on the choice gryq;.. {
voracious boilers of the steamboats consyp r”’
dimber stands in the river valleys. The Hunkpd:
began to add the whites to their list of enemes !

By this time Sitting Bull had participated in
war expeditions. These were usually limited both ,
objectives and in scale, though large-scale expeding
and pitched battles sometimes occurred. He had pe:
formed many feats of bravery that won the applu
of his people and membership in the men’ socins
that played a major part in Lakota life. He became:
war chief of the Hunkpapa tribe. His very nan
struck terror in the hearts of enemy warriors. Ob
serving this effect, his comrades sometimes discor
certed an opponent by shouting, ““Tatanka-Iyotank:
tahoksila!”—*“We are Sitting Bull’s boys!”

Si.tting Bull and his “boys” fought for a variefy d
motives. Where their range overlapped with that of
?rt}}:er s’fthei’l f?ught for control of hunting gmunds;
othee};s Z::g ltu 1’:1 defef]se - sirsne aggrcssm‘m:;
vha pr’ime Ir)n e:uer’ chiefly the horses that confnf““

re of wealth; for revenge of inuri®

:i ;r;d fancied: for glory and the stric dy prescribed
e a;lor; that determined prestige and leadership-
ke ol I})’lai;ttlle, vTrhatever the scale, the Hunkpap®
ion. Sinel s Indians, fought in time-honored fash-
gly and in knots they galloped back and forth,

firing arrows o o

, usk
tmes they gathered ; °t balls at the enemy. SOME
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Suzing Bull in 18835, as he appeared four years after his surrender.
Ihe grear Lakota was both a holy man and a war chief who em-
bodied the four cardinal virtues of his people: bravery, fortitude,
penerosity, and wisdom. The crucifix he wears in this photograph
was supposedly presented to him by a_Jesuit missionary in 1868.
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Typifying this mode of combat and Sitting Bull’s
part in it was the Lakotas’ most memorable fight with
an enemy tribe. This occurred in the winter of
1869-70, and they remembered 1t as the Thirty-
Crows-Killed battle.

Sitting Bull’s band wintered that year in Montana,
along the Missouri River and Big Dry Creek. In the
middle of the winter, amid bitter cold and deep snow,

two Hunkpapa boys were returning from 2 day of

hunting when a party of thirty Crows cut their trail
in the snow. Except for two men mounted on one

pony, the Crows were afoot. The two hu.rried to
| ' d succeeded 1n killing one.
s P word to the

Wounded, the other escaped to carry
Hunkpapa village.

rock breastworks

law
:i :j\\ nl brolfe, the Hunkpapas attacked. A few on each
de had firearms, but most had only bow and ar

*ows. The Hunkpapas fought in the usual fashion

each m; |
nan for himself, each striving for deeds of

L)

Crows enjoyed the advantages of defense from a

fortified position. Steady in their own bravery, they

sold their lives dearly. But as the morning hours

slipped by, the Hunkpapas gradually took their toll
on the Crows,

Like his warriors, Sitting Bull charged as chance
presented and retreated when the fire grew too hot.
Once he darted to the breastworks and reached across
with his bow to count three coups. Finally, as noon
approached, he and his comrades surged forward,
leaped the walls, and in desperate hand-to-hand
fighting killed the last of the Crows. Hunkpapa casu-
alties were much lighter: Thirteen died and seventeen
limped off with serious wounds.

This style of combat worked well enough against
an enemy practicing the same style, as Crows, Assini-
boines, and other Plains tribes did. Pursued in battles

with white people, especially white soldiers, it had
severe drawbacks.

Sitting Bull’s Hunkpapas and other Lakotas of the
upper Missouri had their first combat with United
States troops in 1863—64. In two summer campaigns,
Generals Henry H. Sibley and Alfred Sully led formi-
dable expeditions to the Dakota plains, at first to
round up Santee Sioux fugitives from the Minnesota
uprising of 1862, then to punish Lakotas wh? had
interfered with the migration to the newly discov-

ntana munes.
ere:hl\:(:t certainly, Sitting Bull fought in the battles of
Dead Buffalo Lake and Stony Lake, July 26 and 28,
1863. He may have been at Whitestone Hill on Sc::p-
tember 3, 1863. He unquestionably playe.d a lead:;g
part in the battles of Killdeer Mountain and the

Badlands, July 28 and August 7-9, 1864. In all these
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dropped into his stomach and never

fights, the Indians relied on their traditional techniques,
and in all they suffered severe to calamitous defeats.
Killdeer Mountain should have shown the Sioux
the penls of trying to take on the soldiers in open
battle. As many as 1,400 lodges representing four
Lakota tribes traced the southern edge of a low range

. both |
again.) teg by

While Sitting Bull doctored hjs uncle, g,
won final victory, scattering men V\"o ¢ solg,,
: . . » Wome,
children into the mountains and sejzj, : & 0, g
¢

The next day they methodically destroyed oye,. . &
that could benefit the Indians. Lodges, me:tryth;“’é
() &

of rugged, wooded mountains falling away on the
north to the Littdle Missouri badlands. A series of

buttes and ridges, separated by deep gorges, rose stair-
like to the dominating mountain mass. In this natural
tortress, emboldened by a force exceeding 2,000 war-
riors, the Sioux felt confident of routing the ap-

proaching army of General Sully.

With 2,200 cavalry and artillery, Sully advanced
across the parched plains from the south. Judging the
terrain too broken for mounted action, he dis-
mounted and pushed forward on a broad front of
skirmishers. Horseholders, then wagons and artillery,
brought up the rear.

The Indians came out to meet him. Resplendent
in paint and war costume, they sat their ponies in lit-
tle clusters on every hill and ridge facing the blue
lines and curling around their flanks. When within
range, the two forces opened fire.

For five miles the fighting roiled northward to-
ward the village at the foot of Killdeer Mountain, the
Lakotas attacking in typical fashion. Despite their
numbers, however, they could not slow the steady

advance of the soldiers.
Mounted on a fast sorrel and armed with musket

and bow and arrows, Sitting Bull fought with his
usual bravery. As the soldiers launched a final assault
aimed at the village itself, he saw a bullet slam into
the back of his revered uncle, Chief Four Horns. “I
am shot,” yelled Four Horns, clinging grimly to his
mount.

Sitting Bull dashed to the rescue, seized the
horse’s bridle, and, as his young nephew White Bull
steadied the injured man, led the way into a shel-
tering thicket. There Sitting Bull gave Four Horns
water to drink, applied medicine to .thc? wound,
and bandaged it. The bullet remainfj*d inside, Four
Horns said; he could feel it and it hurt. (L:;te;
he recovered and explained that the bullet ha

utensils—all went up in flames. The troops ¢,
more than a hundred Sioux bodies left op ¢, bunt;ed
atte.

field; how many dead and wounded wepe Cary
led

away is not known. By contrast, Sully reporeq Casy
alties of two killed and ten wounded. Q

The Sibley-Sully campaigns, especially Kiljg,,
Mountain, gave Sitting Bull his first taste of batt,
with the Long Knives. They did not, he discovereg

fight like Indians. Instead they fought in organje
formations, obedient to commands of their officer,

and brought overwhelming firepower to bear. The;

rifled muskets claimed greater range, accuracy, ang
hitting force than the feeble smoothbore trade muys.

kets of the Indians. The soldiers’ cannon in particular

were frightening and deadly.

The lessons were clear: Acquire better firearms, and
avoid open battle with the Long Knives, relying instead
on the hit-and-run tactics at which the Sioux excelled
Sitting Bull’s record suggests that he fully grasped the
first lesson, only partly the second. Not surprisingly in
view of the dictates of culture, neither he nor any other
chief ever thought to fight in disciplined formations
maneuvered by a hierarchy of command.

The Battle of Killdeer Mountain heralded two de-
cades of conflict with the Long Knives. As whites
edged onto the northern Great Plains, soldiers came
to protect them. Their “war houses” on the Missouri
River, along with the steamboats that carried people
and merchandise to the Montana mines, infuriated
the Sioux. No chief took a more uncomplicated or
inflexible view of this invasion than Sitting Bull. Ex-
cept for traders, he held, the whites s all get out of
Lakota domain and quit traveling through it. If they
would not go peaceably, they would pe driven oge.

It now fell to Sitting Bull to embody the Spiric of
Lakota resistance to the white threat, Throughoue ¢h
<

late 1860s he led the Hunkpapa offensive againse the




the Powder River country, over the same issues.
Spearheaded by Red Cloud’s Oglala tribe, Lakotas
fought to close the Bozeman Trail to the Montana
mines and get rid of the three forts the army had
built to guard travelers. Unlike Sitting Bull, Red
Cloud won his war. In the Fort Laramie Treaty of
1868, the United States yielded the three forts and
agreed to regard the Powder River country as “un-
ceded Indian country.” There the Sioux could live so
long as the buffalo sustained their way of life.
The Treaty of 1868 profoundly shaped the des-
tiny of both Red Cloud and Sitting Bull. Besides
the unceded territory, it defined a Great Sioux
Reservation—all the present state of South Dakota
west of the Missouri—and bound all Sioux to settle
there eventually. Within a few years Red Cloud and
many of his followers had settled there, launching

him on a career as mediator between his people and
government authorities.

sonality gave it substance.

The Sitting Bull bands, the “northern Indians” the
“hunting bands” or stmply the “hostiles,” in the white
lexicon, numbered about 450 lodges, about 4,000

people including about 800 fighting men, Ranging
the valleys of the Yellowstone River and its southern

tributaries, many bands came together in the summer
for the annual sun dance and perhaps a communal
buffalo hunt and a big war expedition against an
enemy tribe. In the winter they scattered to remote

valleys to sit out the cold, hungry months. In the warm
season their numbers swelled with reservation kin out

for a summer’s lark. In the frigid season their numbers
dwindled as rations at the agencies beckoned.

In the aftermath of the Treaty of 1868, with the
Lakotas increasingly divided into reservation and non-
reservation factions, Sitting Bull called off his offen-
sive against the Missouri River forts. From now on he
would fight the white people only in defense of his
homeland—the Powder and Yellowstone country that
roughly coincided with the unceded territory of the
treaty. Sitting Bull’s last raid on Fort Buford occurred
in September 1870. Now the shield instead of the

Jance symbolized his role among Lakotas.
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Staunchly backing Sitting Bull in his new defense
posture was the greatest of all Lakota war leaders—
Crazy Horse of the Oglalas. He shared Sitting Bull’s
aversion to the reservation and the ways of the white
People. Io the hunuang bands, he was a chief second
In stature only to Sitang Bull.

Of more ambiguous conviction was another war
chief, Gall of the Hunkpapas. Close to Sitting Bull
since childhood, Gall tended to take counsel in expe-
diency. Sometimes he even slipped into the Hunkpapa
agency at Grand Ruver to sample government rations.
| The defensive policy expressed itself most forcibly
in the opposition of the hunting bands to the North-
ern Pacific Railroad. In the summers of 1872 and
1873, they fought army units escorting company sut-
veyors marking out a rail route in the Yellowstone
Valley. This was the heart of Lakota hunting grounds
and the more valuable to them because only recently
wrested from the Crows at great cost in blood.

At the Battle of Arrow Creek on August 13, 1872,
Sitting Bull performed one of his most memorable
feats of bravery. Urged on by Sitting Bull and Crazy
Horse, Lakota and Cheyenne warriors struck engi-
neers and their cavalry guardians in the bend of a dry
streambed in the upper Yellowstone Valley.

As the sun rose on the battlefield, all eyes turned in
wonder to Sitting Bull, who staged a spectacle of brav-
ery so imaginative that it surpassed all others that day:.
Getting his pipe and tobacco pouch from his horse, he
walked from the bluffs out into the open valley to
within enemy range. Seating himself on the ground, he
shouted. “Who other Indians wish to smoke with me
come.” As Sitting Bull calmly and with studied o
eration filled the bowl with tobacco, his nephew White

Bull. Gets-the-Best-Of, and two Cheyennes ventured
into the open and seated themselves beside the cbleﬁ

The “smoking party.” as White Bull termed # =
\ cerrifying experience. After kindling he (obiceo
Sitting Bull puffed placidly, then pamed :the pli&'ed
his companions. With pounding hearts, each p ==
ieomouyl and:pased ieoquickly. dowm. ©°

ked around and

' ing, just loo
Throughout he said nothing, Just .
o bullets kicked up dirt and sang

d quietly as
?rzt;h ::lhe air. When all the tobacco

Sitting Bull picked up a stick, thoroughly cleaneg
bowl, and stowed the pipe in its pouch, He m\‘,. :
slowly walked back to the admiring knors r,
tribesmen. The other smokers ran back.

This ingenious exhibition, so captivating t, o
who placed great emphasis on daring, added \;l
ting Bull’s long List of valorous deeds. It reinforc .
reputation for bravery and answered those wi,, \
the worsening factionalism of the eary 1g,
mocked his pretensions. It was, White Bull femcn:
bered, “the bravest deed possible.”

After 1873 the Northern Pacific faded fron, *
[ akotas’ list of grievances. In four inconclusive by,
.nd a few skirmishes, they had expressed their violey,
opposition, but they had not stopped the railroyg
The Panic of 1873 did that, and the railhead rested 4

Bismarck, on the Missouri, until after other even

had neutralized the Sioux.

Although furious, the Sitting Bull bands offered ng
violent opposition to a far more blatant assault on theyr
territory. Blazing the “Thieves’ Road” into the Black
Hills, the Custer Expedition of 1874 saw only a few

‘ought none. But the discovery of gold s
doomed the Indians’ possession of the hills.
onte *ﬂle administration of President
with 2 hard dilemma. The Black Hilk
Great Sioux Reservation, inarguably
Indians by the Treaty of 1868. Yet mun-
e \ ng Bull bands, how-

.:"\
= -y _“

P R - 5, ‘«-".;-- - >
€VCer, the rese; vation chiefs refircad oo | .
-5 Telused to sell. Not unul the

N
e k)
r

government control, fed-

independent bands yieldeg

> 2

eral officials cor m-‘."? g‘ P J £ S .

A rationale was RERREREE o iack Ll
onto the Great Siou } 1 R bancb. ;
fered with the gold rush fiey had not inter-

3

P P

5 N
TP AN
2 <> M w
§ 1.
. - .

- ) .
- Y .;.
o )
£ 107 ’
\ Q a
4 _
" ' . -
. g : .
POt B o/ o
R
: ~ s 9 ‘ . -
) - §

signed the Treaty of
in the unceded territory. T}




Library of Congress

g-“' x";"
’ o .‘- | 3
ol HE

i
2

UAEEE

George Armstrong Custer posed for this photogmph when }fe was
in his mid-twenties and the younges brigadier g‘eneml in t.h;
Union army. The reckless young officer would d.:e alongiS utn't’
about 250 of his men at the Battle of Little Bighorn. SHHNE

. : ” for
Bull’s triumph, Utley concludes, “contained the seeds of defeat” Jo

ent to break
' he government 10
his people. “Custer avengers » pressured the &

' ke Hills.
yet another treaty and 1o push the Indians from the Blac

e -

the pohCl
Horse, G
combat,

s and decisions of the allied tribes. Crazy
all, and other fighters set the example in

At a sun dance early in June, in supplication to
Wakantanka, Sitting Bull gave 100 pieces of flesh

from his arms. He also fasted and danced while gaz-
Ing at the sun. Just below the sun he saw soldiers and
hor.ses bearing down on an Indian village. They rode
upside down, their feet to the sky, their heads to the
earth with hats falling off. A voice proclaimed:“These
soldiers do not possess ears. They are to die)” The vi-
sion and prophecy thrilled his people.

Soldiers were coming—three armies from three
directions. They were led by General Alfred H. Terry,
Colonel John Gibbon, and “Three Stars” George
Crook. With Terry rode “Long Hair,” George Arm-
strong Custer. On June 17, 1876, Siting Bull’s war-
riors confronted General Crook on the upper reaches
of Rosebud Creek. Shoshone and Crow auxilianies
broke the Sioux charge and saved Crook’s force from
being overrun. Sitting Bull, his arms cut and useless
from the sun-dance sacrifice, ranged the lines, ex-

horting the warriors. Crook limped back to his sup-
ply base. '

The Battle of the Rosebud did not fulfill Situng
Bull’s prophecy. Crook’s soldiers had not fallen mnto
the Sioux camp and died. But a week later, Long
Hair Custer and his cavalrymen fell nto the Sz:;lux
camp. It sprawled sleepily 1n dze Little Bighorn \cdq
on that hot Sunday of June 2:),.1876. As depicted
the sun-dance vision, many SOIdJC!:S cdred. it

A stunned white world gave .bxmgg Buﬁw -
credit. The “Napoleon of the Sioux,” the :

Herald labeled him tWo weeks later, and in subsequent

1$5U€S self-appointed experts explained how such 2
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catastrophe had happened. One of them declared that
the famed Jesuit missionary Father Pierre-Jean De
Smet had taught Sitting Bull to speak and read
French; the chief had then studied French histories
of the Napoleonic Wars and “modeled his general-
ship after the litle Corsican corporal” An army offi-
cer, who should have known better, wrote, “The
tacucs of Sitting Bull seem to have been those pur-
sued by the great Napoleon in his famous campaign

of 1814, and were the same practiced by General Lee
at Richmond in 186465 Soon the nation would

be told that Sitting Bull, in a youthful guise, had at-
tended West Point.

In such fantasies a dazed public and a mortified

army sought explanations for the disaster that had

befallen a supposedly elite regiment and its valiant
commander. They wanted to believe that Custer’s 7th
Cavalry had been overwhelmed by superior numbers

commanded by a military genius, the Napoleon of
the Sioux.

The truth, of course, was that, as at Killdeer Moun-
tamn and all other encounters with Plains tribes, there
had been no Indian general at the Little Bighorn. As
one of his followers pointed out, “The chief might

give orders to fight but he does not direct how to
proceed.”

The Indians did not win the battle because of gen-
eralship or even leadership. They won because they
outnumbered the enemy three to one, because they
were united, confident, and angry, and above all be-
cause the threat to their women and children fired
every man with determination to save his family. The
Indians won, too, because their foes let themselves be
beaten in fragments. Both in the valley and on the
battle ridge where the “last stand” occurred, command
and control collapsed, discipline evaporated, and men
panicked, which left the initiative to the Indians.

If whites ascribed Napoleonic genius to Sitting
Bull in 1876, in less than a decade they had produced
another interpretation. On the reservation, abetted by
Indians currying favor with the Great Father, white

officials now said Sitting Bull had not participated in
the battle at all; he had remained in his teepee making

medicine, or fled to the hills in terror, eyep, . e
ing his family, or skulked somewhere e]g, il ::;.
of danger. "

In truth, at the Battle of the Little Bighory, Sitg,
Bull was a chief several times over whose bm\'ery nf
one questioned. He was far more valuable g , Counj
selor than as a fighting man. Leave that to the youp
warriors striving for glory. Chiefs were eXpected
fight only to protect noncombatants, and that j Whay
he did when soldiers led by Major Marcys Reng
threatened the women and children at the upper eng
of the village.

After that threat receded, he could have Withdray,
with honor. Instead he continued to fire at the o
diers and shout encouragement to the warriors, hoy.
ering on the edge of the fighting until everyone |ef;
to confront Custer downstream. Then he posteq
himself at the village’s northern end, where many
women and children had collected. More thyy
enough men swarmed on the battle ridge to Wipe
out Long Hair, which they did in less than an hour

sitting Bull’s significance at the Little Bighorn lay
not in flaunting bravery, or directing the movements
of warriors, or even inspiring them to fight. It lay
instead in leadership so wise and powerful that it
drew together and held together a muscular coalition
of tribes, one so infused with his defiant cast of mind
that it could rout Three Stars Crook at the Rosebud
and rub out Long Hair Custer at the Little Bighorn.

stunned nation lashed back, and the S;
swarmed with regiments of “Custer avengers”™ By
the spring of 1877, most of the hunting iy had
surrendered and gone to the reservation. setting the
stage for the government to seize the BJ, ck Hily, b
legalize the invasion.

Sitting Bull could not stomach such ,,,
With a die-hard following he crossed the
road” into the land of the Grandmother, T,

Oux country

Mhation
Medicipe

Cre he 2ot
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¢ .mously with the queen’s redcoats, the North-
- unted Police, and formed his first ¢loge ties
\stfhi[c men. But the buffalo were disappearing in
o ¥ 45 as they were in the United States, and “Begyr
C,zﬂ?‘" __General Nelson A. Miles—watched the
C,oﬂtd)n_ like a hawk. After four years of hardship,

wil 1iat .
bo on Overcame humihation, and young Crow
sgar’

nanded his father’s rifle to Major Brotherton.
fFoot Uﬁm' decade was one of despair. After nearly
T h(‘m 45 a prisoner of war, Sitting Bull went to
W0 \"t ation. At Standing Rock Agency, Agent
the :‘:‘;dmgmmg goal was to transform his charges
janes ¢

iration whites. He sought to make them into
,;?r«’ . £ the soil, embracing Christianity, American-
r.dcﬁx:d the customs and values of the white people.
; ull refused to be made over. He accepted

\zg‘ " chought would be beneficial, such as school-
W

o for his children and grandchildren, and rejected
;h;' est. Finding him unpliable, McLaughlin launched
e campaign of ridicule and derision that included the
gmputanon of cowardice at the Little Bighorn.

Hunger, disease, a decade of cultural breakdown,
.nd another land grab made the Sioux reservations
ertile ground for the Ghost Dance religion that took
oot in 1890. It promised a new world, without
whites, peopled by all the generations of Indians that
had gone before, and stocked with an abundance of
mffalo and other game. Whether Sitting Bull truly

beheved, he functioned as the high priest of the reli-
gon at Standing Rock. The government decided to

remove him to a distant military post.
lony and tragedy stalked Sitting Bull’s final days.
Not the Long Knives of old, but ceska maza, “metal
breasts” (for thejr police badges) of his own tribe,
;losed m on their former leader. At dawn on Decem-
the;rl 2318;(:, 2 hi)latoo.n of Indian policemen forced
ke a‘:re tS (;;bll.l on Grand River and placed
—— b.S. xc1t.ed Ghost Dancers crowded
401, and his own son Crow Foot, now

fouy
fron:;z;:a;med him. for giving up. The volatile con-
A~to-}y ; > up. b ? Paroxysm of gunfire and
"¢ fighting, Sitting Bull went down, shot
he chest and the back of the head

.

by ceska maza. Crow Foot died too, beaten and shot
by enraged policemen.

The Hunkpapas, even those who had forsaken the

old ways, knew McLaughlin’s portrait of Sitting Bull
to be grotesquely flawed. They well remembered he
had been a magnificent warrior, an inspiring war
chief, a statesman and political leader of vast wisdom,

a holy man of marvelous power, and to his last day a
leader of compelling force.

The world remembers Sitting Bull not for what he

achieved in his own culture but for his battle against
the westward movement of the American people. It
1s this battle that gives him nearly universal name rec-
ognition beyond his own culture. In this struggle, as
both lance and shield, his inflexibility served him
well. He acted on faultless reasoning: The land of the

Lakotas belonged to the Lakotas, and no whites had
any right to be there. He fought to keep them out,
and when that failed, he fought to defend his people
and his territory from invasion. He lost not because
of failings of leadership or, given his cultural outlook,

failings of judgment, but because of impersonal forces
beyond his control or even his understanding.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1 What were “the four cardinal virtues of the Lakota”
that Sitting Bull embodied? Why do you think that
one fellow tribesman remarked that there “was some-

thing in Sitting Bull that everyone liked”? Describe
how this great Sioux leader also represented the
“three distinct personalities” that the Lakota valued.

2 What two features of the Lakota way of life were
products of the white culture? Describe the tribe’
traditional manner of fighting, its reasons for comba
and the status that an Indian warrior could achiey
through the defeat of an opponent. Why did this sty
of warfare not work against white troops, and w!
lessons does Utley think Sitting Bull should h:
learned from this?

3 How did Red Cloud and Sitting Bull differ in 1!
reaction to the Fort Laramie Treaty? Which on
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did this conflict between MinNers and Indians result iy

them do
ou : .
you think was right and why? Which of the
the Great Sioux War of 187 62 What role did Sitting

two great Si
ioux leaders did Crazy Horse support?
Bull play in the Battle of Little Bighorn?

4 Whv did Sitti
North};rn P:;tg: gRB:I1 Il oppose the building of the
P
he perform at the thzlzad.lerhat act of bravery did 6 What .« the significance of the Ghost Dance reh-
oo hik Sepumston usa ” Od row Creek that added gion and Sitting Bull’s tragiC death? How do you feel
5 What “hard dil ge’n e?ry leader of his people? sbout Utley’s conclusion chat Sitang Bull lost, not
r emma’’ did President Grant face ~ because€ of any al or cultural falings, but be-

e | . person
r the discovery of gold in the Black Hills? Why — Cus€ of forces beyond his control?



