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Minor Problems?

broadcasts o
Every time Americans tune in to local news the increasip,
read dail;ypapers, they are likely to be shocﬁfd v‘:}tlo kb
number of serious crimes committed by youths It is sometime
Sixteen or seventeen years old, or even yOllI?gleri_k k i .
difficult to imagine these youngsters behaving like harc

criminals, but statistics continually prove thaT their crimes qre
often just as bruta] as those committed by their adult counterpart

Inevitably, people begin questioning how successful the juvenile

Support: Authoriy Justice system is in reforming these youths. Increasingly, violent
Juveniles are being tried ang sentenced as adults in oy legal
System. Some of them, after the death sentence wag reinstated in

\

“See the Appendiy 1o Chapter 12 for the actyy) MLA format guidelines for studen papers,

Support: Definition
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CHAPTER 8  The Fallacies or Pseudopyq, .

the message
i i nts they deserve, they get o fgg that
receive the Eumshme there are no serious consequences for thej
crime "pays becausetem s element of fear, th-ere is nothmg
actions. When the sys mitting future crimes.

om
to deter youthful offenders from ¢ ho commit serious crimes ;-
Warrant: Adule s 1t sentences to Youths i s i
sentences are 3 ASSlgnlng adu t e ishment is to fit the crime.
deterrent to crime, ubsolutely just if the i dvocates argue that juvenile

7 Most pm-rehc.xbilitlmi;f’;f areni from their adult counterparts
Rebuttal: A imi completely difte i justi
rince e Z‘;g‘;ﬁiﬁisi erefcx;e be treated differently in the justice system,

I agree that rehabilitation efforts may be very-.xmpor!ant g
: : ile crime, particularly repeat
decreasing the amount of juven B e
crime. However, I believe that these measures shou e directed
Support: Examples toward youths who have committed minor offenses. Jones,‘ for
from authorities exumple, recommends listenjng to young people who are in
trouble and providing them with material to read that could help
them (573). Nando, the young man Feuer describes in "Out of Jail,
Into Temptation: A Day in a Life,” would be a good candidate for
a rehabilitation program. Sending him back to his former
neighborhood without job training or money will almost certainly
cause him to regress to his former way of life.
8 Conversely, I feel that juveniles like the ones who shoot their
Rebuttal, cont.: classmates, those who are convicted of serious crimes—including
3’;:5;“ for serlols ot rape, robbery, physical assault, and illegal drug
involvement—should be tried as adults. Their actions are
obviously more serious than those who commit misdemeanor
offenses, and they almost always result in greater direct harm to

Warrant: Cost to
society should
determine
punishment

Policy claim

Aristotle. Rhetorjc ’l
Century{.’rﬂfh.’ :
Feuer, Alan, "Out of Jail,
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