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Christianity. And since I understand that the Americans and Russians
themselves have only recently become skilled in navigation, I do not see
how the people of our country, who are clever and quick-witted, should
prove inferior to Westerners if we begin training at once,

The national situation being what it is, if the Bakufu protects our coasts
peacefully without bringing upon us permanent foreign difficulties, then
even if that entails complete or partial change in the laws of our ances-
tors I do not believe such action could really be regarded as contrary to
the wishes of those ancestors. However, I think it is essential to win the
support of the country for Bakufu policy on this occasion, . . .

Itis. now no easy matter, by means of orders concerning the defence
of the capital and the nearby coast, to ensure that all will be fully prepared
for any sudden emergency, so not a moment must be wasted. However
many iron walls we construct, they will certainly not be as effective as
unity of mind if the unforeseen happens. The urgent task of the moment,
therefore, is for the Bakufu to resolve on relieving the nation’s anxieties
and issue the appropriate orde;‘s.
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TOKUGAWA NARIAKI

Memorial on the American
Demand for a Treaty

18563

Tokugawa Nariaki (1800-1860) was appointed daimye of Mito after a bit-
ter dispute over the succession. Backed by reform-minded scholars like Fujita
Toko and Aizawa Seishisai, he launched an aggressive program of domain
reform, aimed at building up its military and economic strength. In the
1830s, as more and more foreign ships appeared in Japanese waters, he built
new coastal defenses on the shores of his domain, melting down Buddhist tem-
Ple bells to cast cannon. Fearing that an ominous conjunction of “threats from
without” and “troubles within” might lead to the collapse of the country, he
constantly pressed similar veform measuves on the bakufu. Irvitated by his pes-
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tering memorials, the bakufu leadership forced him into retivement in the late
I1840s, but he was released from house arrest in 1849. In 1 853, as this memo-
rial demonstrates, he became a leader of the forces opposing a treaty with
Ferry, and he remained associated with the antiforeign cause until his death.

Observations on coast defence

It is my belief that the first and most urgent of our tasks is for the Bakufu
to make its choice between peace and war, and having determined its pol-
icy to pursue it unwaveringly thereafter. When we consider the respec-
tive advantages and disadvantages of war and peace, we find that if we
put our trust in war the whole country’s morale will be increased and even
if we sustain an initial defeat we will in the end expel the foreigner; while
if we put our trust in peace, even though things may seem tranquil for a
time, the morale of the country will be greatly lowered and we will come
in the end to complete collapse. This has been amply demonstrated in
the history of China and is a fact that men of intelligence, both past and
present, have always known. It is therefore unnecessary for me to speak
of this in detail. However, I propose to give here in outline the ten rea-
sons why in my view we must never choose the policy of peace.

1. Although our country’s territory is not extensive, foreigners both fear
and respect us. That, after all, is because our resoluteness and military
prowess have been clearly demonstrated to the world outside. . . . Despite
this, the Americans who arrived recently, though fully aware of the
Bakufu’s prohibition, entered Uraga displaying a white flag as a symbol

- of peace and insisted on presenting their written requests. Moreover they

entered Edo Bay, fired heavy guns in salute and even went so far as to
conduct surveys without permission. They were arrogant and discourte-
ous, their actions an oiitrage. Indeed, this was the greatest disgrace we
have suffered since the dawn of our history, The saying is that if the
enemy dictates terms in one’s own capital one’s country is disgraced. . .,
Shouid it happen not only that the Bakufu fails to expel them but also that
it concludes an agreement in accordance with their requests, then I fear
it would be impossible to maintain our national prestige [kokutai]. That
is the first reason why we must never choose the policy of peace.

2. The prohibition of Christianity is the first rule of the Tokugawa
house. Public notices concerning it are posted everywhere, even to the
remotest corner of every province. . . . The Bakufu can never ignore or
overlook the evils of Christianity. Yet if the Americans are allowed to
come again this religion will inevitably raise its head once more, however
strict the prohibition; and this, I fear, is something we could never justify
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to the spirits of our ancestors. That is the second reason why we must
never choose the policy of peace, )

3. To exchange our valuable articles like gold, silver, copper, and iron
for useless foreign goods like woollens and satin is to incur great loss
while acquiring not the smallest benefit. The best course of all would be
for the Bakufu to put a stop to the trade with Holland. By contrast, to open
such valueless trade with others besides the Dutch would, 1 believe,
inflict the greatest possible harm on our country. That is the third rea-
son why we must never choose the policy of peace. '

4. For some years Russia, England, and others have sought trade with
us, but the Bakufu has not permitted it. Should permission be granted to
the Americans, 6n what grounds would it be possible to refuse if Russia
and the others [again] request it? That is the fourth reason why we must
never choose the policy of peace,

5. It is widely stated that [apart from trade] the foréigner§ have no
other evil designs and that if only the Bakufu will permit trade there will
be no further difficulty. However, it is their practice first to seek a foothold
by means of trade and then to go on to propagate Christianity and make
other unreasonable demands. . . . That is the fifth reason why we must
never choose the policy of peace,

6. Though the Rangakusha group may argue secretly that world con-
ditions are much changed from what they were, Japan alone clinging to
ideas of seclusion in isolation amidst the seas, that this is a constant source
of danger to us and that our best course would therefore be to communi-
cate with foreign countries and open an extensive trade; yet, to my mind,
ifthe people of Japan stand firmly united, if we complete our military prepa-
rations and return to the state of society that existed before the middle ages,
then we will even be able to go out against foreign countries and spread
abroad our fame and prestige. But if we open trade at the demand of the
foreigners, for no better reason than that, our habits today being those of
peace and indolence, men have shown fear merely at the conﬁn'g of ahand-
1ul of foreign warships, then it would truly be a vain illusion to think of (?volv-
ing any long-range plan for going out against foreign countries. That is the
sixth reason why we must never choose the policy of peace. . ..

9. I hear that all, even.though they be commoners, who have wit
nessed the recent actions of the foreigners, think them abominable; and
if the Bakufu does not expel these insolent foreigners root and branch
there may be some who will complain in secret, asking to what purpose
have been all the preparations of gun-emplacements. . . . That, I believe,
is because even the humblest are conscious of the debt they owe their
country, and it is indeed a promising sign. Since even ignorant com-
moners are talking in this way, I fear that if the Bakufu does not decide
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to carry out expulsion, if its handling of the matter shows nothing but
excess of leniency and appeasement of the foreigners, then the lower
orders may fail to understand its ideas and hence opposition might arise
from evil men who had lost their respect for Bakufu authority. It might
even be that Bakufu control of the great lords would itself be endangered.
That is the ninth reason why we must never choose the policy of peace.
10. There are those who say that since the expulsion of foreigners is the
ancient law of the Shogun’s ancestors, reissued and reaffirmed in the Bun-
sei period 11818/—30], the Bakufu has in fact always been firmly resolved
to fight, but that even so one must recognize that peace has now lasted so
long our armaments are inadequate, and one cannot therefore tell what
harm might be done if we too recklessly arouse the anger of the foreign-
ers. In that event, they say, the Bakufu would be forced to conclude a
peace settlement and so its prestige would suffer still further damage.
Hence [it is argued], the Bakufu should show itself compliant at this time
and should placate the foreigners, meanwhile exerting all its efforts in mil-
itary preparations, so that when these preparations have been completed
it can more strictly enforce the ancient laws, This argument sounds rea-
sonable enough. However, to my mind the people here [in Edo] are tem-
porizing and halfhearted; and even though the Shogun exhort them day
and night he cannot make them resolute. Now there is not the slightest
chance that the feudal lords will complete military preparations, however
many years may pass, unless they are set an example in military matters
by the Bakufu. . . . On the arrival of the foreign ships recently, all fell into
a panic. Some take matters very seriously while foreign ships are actually
at anchor here, but once the ships leave and orders are given for them to

_revert to normal, they all relax once more into idleness and immediately

disperse the military equipment which they had hurriedly assembled. Itis
just as if, regardless of a fire burning beneath the floor of one’s house, one
neglected all fire-fighting precautions. Indeed, it shows a shameful spirit.
I therefore believe that if there be any sign of the Bakufu pursuing the pol-
icy of peace, morale will never rise though preparations be pressed forward
daily; and the gun-batteries and other preparations made will accordingly
be so much ornament, never put to effective use. But if the Bakufu, now
and henceforward, shows itself resolute for expulsion, the immediate effect
will be to increase ten-fold the morale of the country and to bring about the
completion of military preparations without even the necessity for issuing
orders. Hesitant as I am to say so, only by so doing will the Shégun be able
to fulfil his ‘barbarian-expelling’ duty and unite the men of every province
in carrying out their proper military functions, That is the tenth reason why
we must never choose the policy of peace, and it is by far the most urgent
and important of them all. . . .
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. In these feeble days men tend to cling to peace; they are not fond
of defending their country by war. They slander those of us who are deter-
mined to fight, calling us lovers of war, men who enjoy condlict. If matters
become desperate they might, in their enormous folly, try to overthrow
those of us who are determined to fight, offering excuses to the enemy and
concluding a peace agreement with him. They would thus in the end bring
total destruction upon us. In view of our couniry’s tradition of military
courage, however, itis probable that once the Bakufu has taken a firm deci-
sion we shall find no such cowards among us. But good advice is as hard
to accept as good medicine is unpleasing to the palate. A temporizing and
time-serving policy is the one easiest for me to adopt. It is therefore my
belief that in this question of coast defence it i5 of the first importance that
the Bakufu pay due heed [to these matters] and that having once reached
a decision it should never waver from it thereafter. . .. ‘
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By the mid—~nineteenth century, single-page news sheets (called kawara-
ban) circulated in Edo and othey major cities in Japan. Sold at bookshops
or hawked on the street by vendors, these broadsheets were filled with gos-
sip about actors and entertainers, reports of natural anomalies and won-
ders, stories about vendettas and love suicides, or news about fives, earth-
quakes, and other natural disasters. Often the “news” reported was no
more accurate than reports of space aliens found in today’s supermarket
tabloids. However, many broadsheets civculated -at the time of the Pevry

expedition gave straightforward accounts of the American mission. For.

example, the one on page 107 describes a display of strength and acro-
batics put on for the Americans by a group of sumo wrestlers. As the offi-
cial report of the expedition noted, one carried a rice bale by his teeth and
another held a bale while turning somersaults: However, the print doubt-
less exaggerales the. contrast in sige of the wrestlers and the American

sailors.
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display their strength to the Americans who were part of Commodore Matthew C. Perry’
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dition.




