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Note to the Reader

The purpose of this book is not to report actual incidents, but to pose ethical dilemmas. A few of
the cases are nevertheless drawn from the public record. These are “A Demand to Die”; “The
Woman Who Died in a Box”: “Sterilizing the Retarded Child”; and “In Organ Transplants,
Americans First?” Bven in some of these cases, the names are cmitted or altered. The remaining
cases are not intended to be and should not be read as reports of actual incidents. Some of these
cases were inspired by actual incidents, but the names and many of the facts have been changed
10 provide both anonymity and greater clarity in presenting the ethical issues. The others were
designed as paradigmatic examples of common ethical dilemmas or composites of a number of
cases posing similar problems, and thus were not derived from any particular incidents. None of
these cases’should be read as reporis of actual events.
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