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“and being at the completeé mercy of the police (i.e;, not

having any rights with regard to search and seizure
within-a domicile or having to respond during any mo-
ment of the day or night or face tetribution in the form
of areturn back to p_rison_}.

1t is important to niote that Black studies approaches.
to incarceration focus less on the part}Culari ties of the

physical site of prison and provide much more substan-

tive analysis on the intent, rationale, and multiplicity
of ways by which attempts are made tosubsume Black
communities within a racial capitalist state that is gov-
érned by the logics of incafeeration; At the ciux of the
matter, Black "s_t:u_di_es approaches to incarceration are.
not locking to produce a-more culturally responsive pio-

“lice-force or a more humane prison or to develop strate-

gies that reform “criminal” Black men to become right-
ful heirs to their households. Rather, the primary tropes
that emanate from Black studies scholarship on incar-
ceration are immersed within a politics of abolishing
both the police and all of the mechanizations that are a
part of the carceral state, Cast"mg aside gendered norms
éls_soi:iated with criminality-and violence and focusing
on the creation of a world that is free from modalities
of difference.

As pointed out by several scholars including Beth
Richie;, Ruth Wilson Gilmore, and Dylan Rodriguez,
the United States is governed by the internal logics of
incatceration (Rodriguez 2066; R. Gilmore 2007; Richie
2012}, As teachers, activists, students, artists, parents,
and children, it is our duty to-reveal the underbelly of
such a heinous model of social organizing and be stead-
fast-in our demands.for alternative social visions that
disavow diffeence-making projects and embrace prin-
ciples of community and love,

‘on workplace discriniimation, “Demargina

-Antiracist Politics” (198g). First presented a

“an analytic, For Crenshaw, intersectionality {s

lins’s black feminist theory (1990), Hazel Carby” :
structured in dominance” by “race, _g’ende :
{1999, 97), and Michele Wallace’s Sens_‘_e- of
nale incommensurability and radical negation. -
it'has as-its genealogical foundation the .
King black feminist writings of Paula Gidding:

arbara Smith (1983), Akasha Gloria T. Hul
Bell-Scott, and Barbara Smith (1982}, Mar
ashington (1975, 1986), Toni Cade Bamibara
Barbara Christian (1985}, and Frances M. Beal’
0). Initerventions By feminists of colorhave
1 up in academia, in organizing collectives
Black Lives Mattei and the u‘n’docuqileéﬁ
, and, in general, as a political and ethical

Intersectionality

Lisa B. Thomipson

The term- “intersectionality” has$ come to stan
body of féminist racial apalyses, a set of orga
strategies; and a political-ethical standpo
activists, articles, and intellectuals, The criti
theorist and black feminist legal scholar K
Crenshaw first-wrote on intersectionality in
tionality has become a kéyword for class-
etings, and households, used (6 battle against.
ist; classist, and homophobic ideologies and
eSS_enti'al'to_'situa_fe-intersectionality-Withiﬁ.
ist knowledge production prior to.and since -
emergence. The roots of this notion can be
1e) he abolitionist Sojourner Truth when she
d:far'nt’la woman” while delivering a speech at -

Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist :
of Antidiscrimination Doclring, Feminist Theo

and then subsequently published by the Un
Chicago Legal Forurit, Crenshaw coined-and int
the term “intersectionality” as both an expet

of thearies of discrimination and subordinat

race, labor, and gender studies and a naming’ n’s Rights Convention.in Akron, Ohio, 6n:’

1. Truth skewers both the racist leanings.o
movement.and the deeply embedded'_ $EX;
hat gave rise to it. In remarks attiibuted to
illustrates the intersection of race, gender
insisting that the punishing labor and bru
she endured as a formerly enslavéd black '
id: not disqualify her from 'wom'anhqod (D
10851:1999). .

eminists such as Angela Davis (1981}, june
985), and Alice Walker (1983} articu]a_te_d_. ear:
nshaw’s 1989 essay invokes the complex legacy:
male insurgency from abolition onward by .
orily Truth but Anna Julia Cooper and Pauli

women’s embodied knowledge, historical po
and exploited lahor. While originating-f:__
foundational to the fields of critical race theory
revision of legal theory by scholars such as Dy
Mari Matsuda, Chatles Lawrence, Patricia Willj
Richard Delgado, Crenshaw’s theory of intesséctiona
shares much with both literary/feminist the
radical politics in action, Intersectionality align:

Hortense Spitlers’s use of “imbrication” (200:
Moraga's foundational woman of color critiq)
ranking of oppression” and call for racializé
analyses of the “specificity of oppressicn” (M
Anzaldia 2015, 24; see dlso Moraga [1583] 200_'

INTERSECTIONALITY



‘Hill Colling’s black feminist theory (1_9_;90}, Hazel Carby’s
“societies structured in dominance™ by “race, gender

and class” (1999, 97); and Michele Wallace’s sense of .

black female incommensurability and radical negation
(Tog0). And it hyas as its ge'nea}n'gical foundation the
pathbreaking biack feminist writings of Paula Giddings
1984), Barbara Smith (1983}, Akasha Glorid T, Full,
Patricia B e'Il“'Scu'tt_, and Barbara Smith (1982), Mary
Helen Washington (1975; 1‘9_80), Tont C'ade:.l_iambara
{970}, Barhara Christian (1685), and Frances M. Beal
{[r970] 2010Y. Interventions by feminists of color have
‘been takenup'in a¢adémia, in organizing collectives
such as Black Lives Matter and the undocuqueer
movement, and, in general, as a political and ethicai
perspective.
' -[nterSe._cf'i_('jnalli_ty has become a keyword for class-
tooms, meetings, and households; used to battle against
Tacist, sexist; classist, and heroephobic ideologies and
policies. It is essential to situate intersectionality within
black feminist knowledge production prior to and since
the term's emergence. The wots-of this notion ¢an be
traced to the abolitionist Sojourner Truth when she
queried “arnt I a woman™ while delivering a speech at
the Women's Rights Convention in Akron, Qhig, on
May 29, 1851. Trath-skewers: both the racist leanings of
the suffrage movement and the deeply embedded sex-
ist.culture that gave rise to it. In rerharks attributed tc
her, Truth illustrates the intersection of race, gender,
and clas§ by insisting that the punishing labor and brii-
tal violene_é she endured as a formierly enslaved black
woman did not disqualify her from womanhood (D.
White [1985] 1999).

As black feminists such as Angela Davis (1981), June
Jordan {1985}, and Alice Walker (1983) articulated ear-
lier, Crenshaw’s :98¢ essay invokes the corplex legacy
of black femnale in surgency from abolition coward by
citing not only Truth but Anna Julia Cooper and Pauli

INTERIECTIONALITY

Murray. This propels intersectionality heyeond legal
theory, antidiscrimination discourse, and case study
into the fields of feminist, theory, antiracist strategies,.
and public policy: The term “intersectionality” gained
traction due to the-advent of the blogosphere and web-
based activism but, at bedrock, because of its useful-
neéss for succinctly naming structural and systemic in-
equality. The theory of interséctionality provides a lens
through which to understand how identities operate in
the U.S, '
Crenshaw returns to and braadens the concept of
intersectionality in a later essay on domestic viojence,

“Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, 1dentity Poli-

tics, and Violence against Women of Go_lt')r’; {ro01), pub-
lished in the Stariford Law Review. While the carlier essay
worked primarily throughand against the racial'binaries
black/wliite and the geﬁder binaries man/ woman, the
fater work expands to address women of color, echoing

a decade-or more of the feminist-of color print and ‘Po-
litical nyovements: Still rooted in black feminist theory,
the theory of intersectionality argues for a more com-
plex understanding of identity and “the identity poli-
tics of African Americans, other people of colof, gays

and lesbians” (Crenshaw 1991, 1242). The concept of
difference, integral 16 the theorizations of subjectivity,
political movements,and emancipatory visions of femi-
nist thinkers.such as Audre Lorde and Chela Sandoval,
is highlighted throughout. Crenshaw cautions that “in-
tersectionality is not being offered here as some new, to-
talizing theory of identity” and piocéeds to distinguish-
and define structuralintersectionality as “the location

of women of color at the intersection of race and gen-
der” (1244~45). “Political intersectionality” is. discur-
sive for Crenshaw and is the resultof howboth femini st

and antiracist politics have, paradoxically, often helped

10 marginalize the issue of violence againist women of
color. And, in keeping with her original impulse, she
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uses intersectionality as both a descriptor of experience
‘arid a theoretical vantage point, orwhat she names heie
as an “approach-within the broader seepe of contempo-
rary identity politics” (1245).
Intersectionatity has moved from a vanguard theory
‘in the-emergent field of eritical race studies toingrained
pariance across the humanities and social sciences.
Shortly after the publication of Crenshaw's lanidmark es-
say, a cluster of groundbreaking textsin the r9pos made
eé{plicit use of the tarm and theory of intérsectionality,
includirig Toni Morzison's anthologies Race-ing Justice,
I:‘n—ge:__m‘eﬁr_;g Power: Essays on Anita Hill, Clargnce Thomas,
and the.Conistruction of Social Reality (t992) and Birth of a
Natioir'liood: Gaze; Script, and Spectacie in the o. . Simpson
Case{coedited with Claudia Brodsky Lacour, 1997) {both
include a Crenshaw essay), as well as Vadlerie Smith’s Not
Just Race, Not Just Gender: Black Feminist Readings (1998).
Scholars working.in a disparate range of disciplines and
fields from literature to politics have usedthe term-and
theory to articulate the ways :mu'ltiple components of
identity opérate within power structures.
Crenshaw's use of the traftic metaphor to analyze
power and domination and her sophisticated theoriza-
tion of race-gender in the context of jurisprudence have
PIoven applicablé and usefully expansive for groups and
genealogies not originally included within the frame of
the theory-of intersectionality. The concept of intersec-
tionality is currently at the matrix of trans theorizing
and organizing and much feminist and antiracist writ-
ing-of the contemporary blogosphere, on sites suth as
Crinik:Ferninist Collective, I"ea?_l_inf.s_ﬁng,.'Véry Swart Brothas,
The Angry Black Womnan, and New. Soutl Negress; which
combine theories emerging from university classrgoms.
and publications, vernaculars of urban and rurai black
life, and popular millennial miedia platforms and atti-
tudes, The expansion of intersectional theory is possible
largely dueto Crenshaw’s astute mobilization of, as Bim

INTERSECTIQNALITY

Adewurnimi asserts, an “everyday metaphor” that “any:
one could use” to demenstrate “how differerit. power

”;
structures interact in the lives of minerities, specificaily: A
black womien” (2014). While many scholars'and acti: lazz
ists fi “Intersectionality” generative at our currént R
t5.find “nte © ¥ gene e T Eric Porter

cultural and historical moment, the term does have czi
ies, including scholars such as Nikol Alexander-Floy
{2012), Jennifer Nash {z2008), and fasbir Puar (2013). Fu
thermore, some organizersare skeptical of its applicab;
ity to contexts beyond U.S. identity politics of the lat
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, while other
are concerned by the emphasis on representation ov
materialist analyses. Despite the critiques, “interse;
licpality” continues to hold much sway and remains:

‘Jazz" and early variants “jaz” and “jas” have uncerta
and -contested Toots, "_l‘hé term may or may not haye

rigins in Chicago, New Orleans, Africa, I_Jaseball':;':df
sex, although all would make sense given 'subseqmanf
agsociations. We do know that the word “jazz” was,
during ‘the 19108, increasingly used to describe:
musical orientation (if n'm_." quite & genre} being
developed by compaosers; solo pianists, and ensemble
of-various size: This music was hybrid, incorporating:

useful terim,

elements of African American blues and feligiousso
aribbean dance genres, U.S. popular dance and féik
inusic, marching band music, European classical«iust
tagtime piano, and the transplanted, modified West
African rhythms that shaped some of these and othg
mstituent forms. The mmusie’s hybridity pl’ettéa:.l
lergence at a particular set of coordinates iri Blac
asporic time and space. It soundeéd a contradictg
ystemancipation experience defined by moveinen
ross regions, from country to city and sometimest
gtropolis, as it simultaneously teflected increase
ess toeducation, the encounters with different kmd
abigr, and the thtill of new forms of sociahility-and:
timacy. This early music also expressed-—by virtie
where it couid be played and how it was.inferpreteﬂ'
imits-of all of these things. }jazz may thus'b
erstond alongside other, sometimes mutua ._
uential, diasporic expressions—son cubng,:fo
plé—thatarticulated the puise of Black modernit
_i'e' early twentieth cen_tujijf.. .
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