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The Problem 3

-.of April 1638, Anne General Court and banished from
the colony; she was kept under house
arrest that winter, awaiting a separate
church trial that would result in her

3o1md her husband, excommunication and final exile.

small band of their What had Anne Hutchinson done?
' = Why did Massachusetts leaders find
nd William had been re- her “a woman not fit for our society™?
Why was Anne Hutchinson too
November 1637, she dangerous to remain in the Puri-
: tan colony? &

+
Background




Anduincsthel’untamhahevedthat

. betwaanGodandhnmankmd.lthnd
~ tobe eliminated.’
- The contempt that Puritans felt for
"_'—f'ﬁa&lmanchurd:ishnrdtowms-
- timate. Puritans believed “papists”

~ (another term Protestants used to
~ denigrate Roman Catholics) were
deluded if not actually in league with
the devil. Puritans even referred to the
Roman Church as the “Great Whore of
 Babylon.” While the Church of England
- differed in many and profound ways
" from the Roman Church, Puritans did
 not necessarily see it that way.

'Inaddlhontotheoutward appear-

-could do nothing to alter God’s plan for

their eternal soul. One of the main the-
ological disagreements, then, between
predestination: whether or not God
alone decided who was saved and who
was damned.

Puritans considered themselves,
in the tradition of Abraham, bound
to God by a “covenant of grace.” They
submitted to God’s laws and sought
His will, and in return, God would not
lieved that good works in this world
offered no assurance of salvation in
the next: eternal salvation came only
through God's grace, which even the
most pious of believers could neither




d Laud to Archbishop oE‘
[ .England Laud wanted

fense, King Charles d.isanlved Par]h—
ment. By 1629, a growing number of
Puritans believed their country and
their souls in such peril that they made
the radical decision to leave England.
Deciding it was impossible to effect
their reforms in England, some Puri-
tans sought “voluntary banishment,”
as one of them called it, to the Ngw
World. There they imagined build-
ing a model godly community, based
solely on their understanding of God’s
laws and commandments. “We shall
be as a city upon a hill,” proclaimed
Puritan leader and colonial governor
John Winthrop, “the eyes of all people
are upon us.” The earliest migrants to
Massachusetts Bay intended to create
an example of Christian goodness so
compelling that their countrymen in
England would be inspired to reform.

- The Puritans would save the Church of

England from diabolical “popish” influ-
ences by living in that model commu-
nity. The stakes for the colonists, then,
were extraordinarily high. Puritan
leaders expected every man and wom-
an in the settlement to focus on mak-

ing this vision of the lkssachnset&

' B&yColonyamality




igest szste:r, Mary. But i.n

E! ’s p‘reaching and teach-

the attention of. Archbishop
ummoned to London to answer

s unsanctioned behavior, Cotton

to Massachusetts Bay instead.
wright was banned from preach-

g around the same time, and Anne
. “there was none in England

I durst heare” She and William
soon departed for New England with

tha.m Anne, and their family,
along with some 200 other passen-
gers, arrived in Boston on Septem-
‘ber 18, 1634. John Cotton had been
‘there nearly a year, and in that time
had acquired a reputation for ex-
llent preaching; Governor John
Winthrop numbered among his ad-
‘mirers. Anne quickly reconnected
th John Cotton. She was particu-

y drawn to his very strong defense

garded as a dsvout Chrmﬁnn,
Hutchinson gained respect in ]
forhershllsasamxdwﬁa.lnﬂlew*
seventeenth century, caring for preg-
nant women and delivering infants
were totally female centered. Mid-
wives like Anne were also healers of
a sort, greatly needed and therefore
esteemed by women. Anne’s skills
gave her special authority within the
female world of Massachusetts Bay.
Men in the community respected her
talents and knowledge, too. From that
valued position as a midwife, Anne
began to conduct religious discussions
in her home. Her concerns in these
meetings echoed those of her spiritual
advisor Reverend Cotton: particularly
the tendency of Bostonians to slide
into Arminianism when they s
focus instead on the omn




_ izhey saw fit. But they most
did not believe in freedom
Seeing themselves as the
elites, Puritans believed that
entered into a special cov-
them. As John Winthrop

us stands the cause be-

| us: we are entered into
Him. . . . The God of

” To Puritans, this

that the entire com-

God’s laws as

n leaders. If they

capital offenses, deeervmg of the same
punishment as treason and murder.
God’s law was strictly enforced in Puri-
tan New England. Violating a Biblical
commandment, for example, was
not only a spiritual failing but also a
civil crime. ‘

The need for Puritans to be “knit to-
gether in this work” meant that every
part of an individual’s life was subject

~ to community oversight, starting with

his or her religious faith. New England
Puritans placed a tremendous empha-
sis on having a publicly-validated con-
version experience. Only a confirmed
conversion would admit a person into
full church membership. Men who were
not full members of a church could not
vote in elections or hold public office.
To become a confirmed “saint”—a per-
son whose conversion was validated

by the community—one had to be

examined by a church committee and
demonstrate that he or she had experi-
enced the presence of God and the Holy
Spirit. There was no umversal

ment among ministers
nature of th:s reveiatmn




stmﬂ wrthont some knowledge of
- how families were organized in the

2 _mteanth century and how men

n& ‘Husbands were supposed to head

their families just as Christ was head
: 'nf the church. Wives and children
- were to defer to that patriarchal au-

~ thority. While women could become

~ confirmed saints in their churches,

- as Anne Hutchinson did, they had no
separate economic or political iden-

tity. According to the legal doctrine

coverture, women were subsumed

the law first by their fathers

n by their husbands. Women

Jobmmmumthntthohﬂlnd_
practices of the colonial government
accorded with the requirements of
living in a godly community. Civil au-
thorities, then, were expected to sup-
port religious authorities, and vice
versa. Good Puritans honored both. It
is in this light that you should consider
Reverend Hugh Peter’s charge that
Anne Hutchinson had “stepped out of
place” and that she “had rather been a
husband than a wife; and a preacher
than a hearer; and a magistrate than

a subject.” e




sermon. Then she began to ex
on her own religious ideas. At '
she drew only a few women. But then
scores came, and soon they were joined
by men, including some wealthy mer-
chants and political elites like Francis
Vane. So many people attended that
by 1636 Anne began offering two ses-
sions each week. Governor Winthrop
saw it all, for he lived across the road
from the Hutchinson family in Boston.
~ In November 1637, Anne’s brother-
in-law, Reverend Wheelwright, was
banished from the colony because of
his radical sermons. Then the General
Court sent for Anne. With Governor
Winthrop presiding, the court met to
decide her fate. Privately, Winthrop
called Hutchinson “a woman of ready
wit and bold spirit,” which was not a
compliment in seventeenth-century
Massachusetts. The governor was de-
termined to be rid of her.
- Why were Winthrop and other
orthodox Puritans so opposed to
Hutchinson? Some of Wheelwright's
mgnedapehhmnnpporhng!mn,hnt




 the clues that you, as the historian-
- detective, will need to piece together to

spellmg and punctuation have been

- modernized in most cases, the portions

of the transcript you are about to read
are reproduced verbatim. At first some
~ of the seventeenth-century phraseol-
~ ogy might seem a bit strange. As are

: mtmkanlnnsuases English is con-

: mnﬂy changing (think of how much

you off the main track. As you read

through the transcript, make a
list of the various ways you think
Hutchinson might have threatened




in court: “I am called here to
before you but I hear no things

The Evidence

from “The Examination of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson at the court at
r 1637, in Thomas Hutchinson, The History of Massachusetts,
thereof in 1628, until the year 1750 2 volumes, 3rd edition

mination of Anne Hutchinson in Newton,




thgseﬂlemm'thadtakennohceufandpasaedmmmw

- spoken divers things as we have been informed very p:
"'fhonourofthechurchesandmnmtersthereoﬁandyuuhave_

_a meeting and an assembly in your house that hath been condemne
"'thegeneralassemblyasathngnottolerablenorcomelymﬂ!cﬁgﬁh
God nor fitting for your sex, and notwithstanding that was cried down
~ you have continued the same. Therefore we have thought good to send for
~you to understand how things are, that if you be in an erroneous way we

 may reduce you so that you may become a profitable member here among

‘us. Otherwise if you be obstinate in your course that-then the court may
~ take such course that you may trouble us no further. Therefore I would
:. mﬁl'eatyoutoexpresswhetheryou do assentandholdmpramm“ :




mlee]led them.

g them.

law is that, Sir?

- of parents.
Su;thatldofearthelmdandmypmwents.Mayth




;iahngltupwas,whenlﬁrstcamemthmlandbmﬂ
meetmgsasthosewere,ztwaspresenﬂymportedthat_ :




' thmk1tmnotlawﬁ:1formebobeachwmnmmdi-f B

___toteachtheoomtbuttolayopanywrsalﬂ

Serierint not reproduced, Hutchinson and Winthrop
over specifically what law she had broken.]

 is not to be suffered for. Besides that we find such a course as
y prejudicial to the state. Besides the occasion that it is to
honest persons that are called to those meetings and your
ng known to be different from the word of God may seduce
le souls that resort unto you. Besides that the occasion which
f late hath come from none but such as have frequented your
 that now they are flown off from magistrates and ministers
r have come to you. And besides that it will not well stand
nonwealth that families should be neglected for so many
dames and so much time spent. We see no rule of God
t that any should have authority to set up any other
wvhat authority hath already set up and so what hurt

e guilty of and we for suffering you.

e that to be so.
Wa must therefore put it away from




cula hathd:sparagedallourmrmm-amtha and 1
ed a covenant of works, and only Mr. Cotton a cov

awa;y the foundation and the building will fall.
I pray, Sir, prove it that I said they preachad nothing but a cove:
~ of works.
B_ . gov. Nothing but a covenant of works. Why a Jesuit'? may preach tmﬁ
~ sometimes.
Mgs. H. Did I ever say they preached a covenant of works then?
- DEP. Gov. If they do not preach a covenant of grace clearly, then they preach
 acovenant of works.
Mes. H. No, Sir. One may preach a covenant of grace more clearly than
~ another, so I said.
Gov. We are not upon that now but upon position.
RS. H. Prove this then Sir that you say I said.
. Gov. When they do preach a covenant of works do they preach truth?
H Yes, Sir. But when they preach a covenant of worksﬁ:r salvation,

1 do but ask you this: when the ministers do |




umhmmnwmmuwdofmxnggmwﬂmeﬁuaf
them all—except John Cotton—of prmdungacovmaatd’
enant of grace. The accusation, if proved, would have been

one. Several of the ministers testified that Hutchinson had

e witnesses and you deny them. You see they have proved

_ this, but it is clear. You said they preached a covenant of

that they were not able ministers of the New Testament; now

o other things that you did affirm which were that the scriptures

them held forth nothing but a covenant of works and likewise
wereundera covenant ofworksmnnotbesaved

s your conclusion.
I :do chargmg of you if you deny what is so fully pruved?

rs of the gospel, and it appears plamly '
‘whereas you say that 1t was dravm from




W"’pmeeededﬂlelastmghtasfaraswecouldmhmgd%

Mrs. Hutchinson. There were divers things laid to her charge: her

meetings about religious exercises, her speeches in derogation of the m:

among us, and the weakening of the hands and hearts of the people tows
~ them. Here was sufficient proof made of that which she was accused of in th:
_ pmntconce:mngﬂxemmstemandthe:rm:msuyasthattheydldmeadxa-f

- covenant of works when others did preach a covenant of grace, and that they

‘were not able ministers of the New Testament, and that they had not the

~ seal of the spirit, and this was spoken not as was pretended out of private
conference, but out of conscience and warrant from scripture alleged the fear
ofmanlsasnareandseemg(}odhadgwenheraca}]mgtoltshewﬂg
freely speak. Some other speeches she used, as that the letter of the scriptun

~ held forth a covenant of works, and this is offered to be proved by prol

~ grounds. If there be any thing else that the court hath to say they may.

[At this polnt, a lengthy argument erupted when Hutchinson demanded
ers who testified against her be recalled as w:tmsaes, t una
their accusations. One member of the court said tha




Iwas. OnlyIdemredtobe silent till I should be called.
( ggeshall, say that she did not say so?
_dare say that she did not say all that which they lay

dare you look into the court to say such a word?
r. Peters takes upon him to forbid me. I shall be silent.
v, but she intended this that they say.
t, what were the words? I pray, speak.
best remembrance when the elders did send for her,
much vehemency and intreaty urge her to tell what
‘was between Mr. Cotton and them, and upon his urging
“The fear of man is a snare, but they that trust upon
e” And being asked wherein the difference was,
ey did not preach a covenant of grace so clearly aﬂ_
she gave this reason of 1t becauaa that .

not preach acovenanfrof grm




.shehadputusmfellowshlpwifh
ancy. She said she found the difference. . .
ﬁndhersaymgtheywereundaawvmtofwwh
ey did preach a covenant of works.

n Cotton tried to defend Hutchinson, mostly by saying he did not

much about the events in question.]

Mes. H. Ifyou please to give meleavelsha]lglveyoumegrmmdefm
to be true. Being much troubled to see the falseness of the constitution of
 the Church of England, I had like to have turned Separatist. Whereupon I
."keptadayofsolemnhumﬁahonandpondermgofthethmg,ﬂmsmptm
~ was brought unto me—he that denies Jesus Christ to be e in the
' Hﬂeshisantichﬁst.ThisIconsideredofandinconsideﬁngfoundthatthﬂ
- papists™ did not deny him to come in the flesh, nor we did not deny him.
~ Who then was antichrist? Was the Turk antichrist only? The Lord knows
~ that I could not open scripture; he must by his prophetical office open it
~ unto me. So after that being unsatisfied in the thing, thelmdwaslﬂmd
~to bring this scripture out of the Hebrews. He that denies the testa
~ denies the testator, and in this did open unto me and give me to
- those which did not teach the new covenant had the spirit
j-anduponthshe&ddmcoverthennmstryuntome,andm'
'ihelmd He hath let me see which was the clear mini
Smeethathmelconfeaslhavebeen




i "bﬁhgacurseupohyouandywr
8 spolcan it 1*

1d I turn away from you.
ing seen him which is invisible I fear not what man can

red by miracle. Do you think to be deliver'd so too?
k it before the court. I took that the Lord should deliver
ridence.
[ may read scripture and the most glorious hypocrite may
d yet go down to hell.

” were discussed among the stunned court.]

speak as a member of the court. I fear that her revelations

tions followed.]

'ottc:n to tell us whether you do approve of Mm_'_' :
s as she hath laid them down.
hether'l do understand her, but t]:us' sa.y*}f




not, for I am fully persuaded that Mrs. Hutchnmn
he devil, because the spirit of God speaks truth in all his se:
m persuaded that the revelation she brings forth is delusion.

t but some two or three ministers cried out, “We all beliecve—weall
Hutchinson was found guilty. Coddingtor made a lame attempt to defend
son but was silenced by Governor Winthrop.]

court hath already declared themselves satisfied concerning the
gs you hear, and concerning the troublesomeness of her spirit
and the danger of her course amongst us, which is not to be suffered.
Therefore if it be the mind of the court that Mrs. Hutchinson for these
gs that appear before us is unfit for our society, and if it be tbﬁ
of the court that she shall be banished out of our liberties as
imprisoned till she be sent away, let them hold up their hands.

i:hat are contrary minded hold up yours.

'.'

i




reconciliation with Whnolwrlght for
months before banishing him.

Why, then, was Anne Hutchinson's
so threatening and her punish-
ment so swift and severe? Obviously,
she did pose a religious threat. As you
look back through the evidence, try to
clarify the exact points of religious dis-
agreement between Hutchinson and
the ministers. What specific challenges
did she present to Puritan orthodoxy?
What was the basis of the argument
over covenants of grace and works?
What was Hutchinson supposed to
have said? Under what circumstances
had she allegedly said this? To whom?
‘What was the role of her minister, John
Cotton, in the trial?

Remember that Hutchinson’s
. trial took place in the midst of the
Antinomian crisis. What social and
political threat did Antinomianism
pose to the stability of Massachusetts
Ba,y? What threat dld it pose to the




ome subtle and some overt, In conclusion, try to put toge
> roles of and relationships you know from the evidence to : r
men and women in colonial the central question: Why was hm»
achusetts. How did Anne’s gen- Hutchinson too dangerous to remain 8
r into her examination? What in the Massachusetts Bay Colony? g |

4+
Epilogue

her civil case concluded, Anne  After the civil trial, John Cotton dis-
on was kept in Roxbury, under tanced himself from Anne Hutchinson.
arrest, during the winter of 1637—  As to their two-decade-long friendship,
8, awaiting a church court trial. She he now claimed, “Mistress Hutchinson
. deemed a hereticin the civil tri- seldom resorted to me and when
and elders from churches she did come to me, it was seldom or
. Massachusetts needed to never...that she tarried long. I rather

e her of her sins or, failing think she was loathe to resort much

unicate her from the com- to me . . lest she might seem to
' somewhatfromme. He joined th
mtemandeldmwhnsatm'






six-year-old suffered
‘Winthrop—along
Cotton—publicly pro-
monster” birth proof
religious heresy.
the number of fe-

S. Morgan, described the Hutchinson
trial and its aftermath as “the least
attractive episode” in Winthrop’s long
public career.

John Winthrop triumphed over Anne
Hutchinson, but he was unable to leave
to the Massachusetts Bay Colony a per-
manent legacy of religious uniformity.
The second and third generations of col-
onists did not always share their par-
ents’ zeal for building a model Christian
community. New migrants came, bring-
ing different ideas and building new
towns. As the colony’s size increased

- and its population diversified, religious

conformity became more and more dif-
ficult to enforce. Growth and prosperity
seemed to foster an increased interest
in individual wealth and a correspond-
ing decline in religious fervor. In the
mid-seventeenth century, reports of
sleeping during sermons, blasphemous

~ language, and growing attention to

physical pleasures were numetbu's,,- a







