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2. “The Social Organization
of Non-Violence”
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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sitdown protests and strikes, sit-ins—refusal to Pay fines and ba};l
for unjust arrests—mass marches—mass meetings—prayer pi
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3. Interview with Franklin McCain

On February 1, 1960, in Greensboro, N orth Carolz:na, F ranklin McCain,
David Richmond, Joseph McNeil, and Ezell Blair, _]r.-‘,. all. SiiIldents at
North Carolina AT, launched a wave of lunch counter stt-ins acrog, "
the South when they sat at the Woolworth’s lunch counter and asked t,
be served. It was not the first desegregation sit-in, but it had specig
significance because it was initiated by black college students and woulq
serve as a model for discontented black students in other southern black
colleges. Though all four had been affiliated with NAACP youth chapters,

they planned their protest on their own during extended discussion ses.

stons in their dormitory_rooms. This is an excerpt from an interview
with Franklin McCain in My So

ul Is Rested: Movement Days in the
Deep South Remembered, by Howell Raines (1977 i

The planning process was on as

unday night, I remember jt quite
well. I think it was Joseph who

said, “It’s time that we

. s Or 1s, people who talk 2 lot but, in fact,

very little action.” After selecting the technique, then we said,
“Let’s go down and Just ask for service.” It certairi‘ly wasn'’t titled
a “sit-in” or “sit-down” at that time. “Leps just go down to
Woolworth’s tomorrow and ask for servj

, ) AT ot ce, and the tactjc is going
to be simply this: we’ll Just stay there.” We never anticipated being

served, certainly, the first day anyway. “we|] Stay until we ger
served.” And I think Ezell said, “Well, you g

kl’lOW that mi ht -
weeks, that might be months, that might be never.” And Igthirll)lf
it was the consensus of the group, we said, “Well, that’s just the
chance we’ll have to take.” : ;



