Tentative Thesis and Outline

1 The thesis is one complete sentence that addresses the themes, underlying meanings, and messages of the novel which can be proved using primary (the novel) and secondary (critical commentary) sources as evidence.

2 Your preliminary outline must contain at least three major points, which will have at least two subtopics per main point.  The more detailed an outline you can produce before starting your focused research, the easier your research will be.

3 You must have at least As and Bs for each topic (these will be your subtopics).  If at all possible, make the As and Bs on your outline parallel to each other.  This parallelism helps in the organization of your paper and adds to its structural strength.

4 Preliminary reading in critical sources is essential to this assignment.  Ask yourself the following questions: Does your character(s) undergo a change as the novel progresses?  From what to what?  What causes the change?  People with whom he/she comes into contact?  Events that occur?

5 Outline Directions: Center the word Outline at the top of the page.  Use a sentence outline, not a topic outline.  Therefore, periods should be used.  Align Roman numerals and As and Bs as shown.  Capitalize only the first word of each topic and subtopic unless a proper noun is involved.  Double space everything.  

EXAMPLE:

Outline

Thesis: The Great Gatsby clearly depicts the death of the American Dream through the characters of Jordan, Daisy, Nick, and Gatsby himself.

a. Jordan 

b. Dream
c. Death of Dream

d. Daisy 

e. Dream
f. Death of Dream

II. Nick 
a. Dream

b. Death of Dream

III. Gatsby 
a. Dream

b. Death of Dream
*Note: My outline is not a sentence outline, but yours should be.  

