causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is
ter that you lose one of your members than
«tyour whole body go into hell.
{ “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife,
¥ let him give her a certificate of divorce.” But I
B say to you that every one who divorces his wife,
k except on the ground of unchastity, makes her
B an adulteress; and whoever marries a divorced
g woman commits adultery.
i “Again you have heard that it was said to
B the men of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but
8 shall perform to the Lord what you have
'~ sworn.” But I say to you, Do not swear at all,
¢ cither by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or
g by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by
f Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.
E. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot
' make one hair white or black. Let what you say
be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this
g comes from evil.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for

an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you,

QUESTIONS

original message?

tradition?

Do not resist one who is evil. But if any one
strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the
other also; and if any one would sue you and
take your coat, let him have your cloak as well;
and if any one forces you to go one mile, go
with him two miles. Give to him who begs from
you, and do not refuse him who would borrow
from you.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But
I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, so that you may be
sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
For if you love those who love you, what reward
have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the
same? And if you salute only your brethren,
what more are you doing than others? Do not
even the Gentiles do the same? You, therefore,
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.

1. The Sermon on the Mount was written down and preserved for later
generations but it had originally been delivered orally. How might the
transformation of the spoken to the written word affect the impact of the

2. How does the Sermon resemble earlier expressions of the Jewish moral

3. How does Jesus elaborate on the Hebrew law?

4. To whom is Jesus’ message principally directed? Is it to the rich and
powerful or the humble? What is his advice?

" 5. Jesus taught his message through sermons, but he also demonstrated
special powers. How did he do this?

e




