From A Red Record
Chapter |

THE CASE STATED

The student of American sociology will find the year 1894 marked by a
pronounced awakening of the public conscience to a system of anarchy
and outlawry which had grown during 2 series of ten years to be so com-
mon, that scenes of unusual brutality failed to have any visible effect upon

the humane sentiments of the people of our land. o
Beginning with the emancipation of the Negro, the inevitable result of

unbridled power exercised for two and 2 half centuries, by the white man
over the Negro, began to show itself in acts of conscienceless outlawry.
During the slave regime, the Southern white man owned the Negro body
and soul. It was to his interest to dwarf the soul and preserve the body.
Vested with unlimited power over his slave, to subject him to any and all
kinds of physical punishment, the white man was still restrained from such
punishment as tended to injure the slave by abating his physical powers and
thereby reducing his financial worth. While slaves were scourged mercr
lessly, and in countless cases inhumanly treated in other respects, still the
white owner rarely permitted his anger to g0 SO far as to take a life, which
would entail upon him a loss of several hundred dollars. The slave was
rarely killed, he was too valuable; it was easier and quite as effective, for
discipline or revenge, to sell him “Down South.”

But Emancipation came and the vested interests of the white man in the
Negro's Ybody were lost. The white man had no right to scourge the emancr
pated Negro, still less has he a right to kill him. But the Southern whit
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preserved by white men, and which have not been questioned, show

Lt during these years more than ten thousand Negroes have been killed
in cold blood, without the formality of judicial trial and legal execution.
And yet, as evidence of the absolute impunity with which the white man
Jares to kill a Negro, the same record shows that during all these years,
and for all these murders only three white men have been tried, convicted,
and executed. As no white man has been lynched for the murder of colored
people, these three executions are the only instances of the death penalty
being visited upon white men for murdering Negroes.

Naturally enough the commission of these crimes began to tell upon the
public conscience, and the Southern white man, as a tribute to the nine-
tcenth century civilization, was in a manner compelled to give excuses for
his barbarism. His excuses have adapted themselves to the emergency, and
are aptly outlined by that greatest of all Negroes, Frederick Douglass, in an
article of recent date, in which he shows that there have been three distinct
eras of Southern barbarism, to account for which three distinct excuses
have been made. '

The first excuse given to the civilized world for the murder of unoffend-
ing Negroes was the necessity of the white man to repress and stamp out
alleged “race riots.” For years immediately succeeding the war there was
an appalling slaughter of colored people, and the wires usually conveyed to
northern people and the world the intelligence, first, that an insurrection
was being planned by Negroes, which, a few hours later, would prove to
have been vigorously resisted by white men, and controlled with a resulting
loss of several killed and wounded. It was always a remarkable feature in
these insurrections and riots that only Negroes were killed during the riot-
ing, and that all the white men escaped unharmed.

From 1865 to 1872, hundreds of colored men and women were merci-
lessly murdered and the almost invariable reason assigned was that they
met their death by being alleged participants in an insurrection or riot. But
this story at last wore itself out. No insurrection ever materialized; no
Negro rioter was ever apprehended and proven guilty, and no dynamite ever
recorded the black man’s protest against oppression and wrong. It was too
much to ask thoughtful people to believe this transparent story, and the
southern white people at last made up their minds that some other excuse
must be had.

Then came the second excuse, which had its birth during the turbulent
times of reconstruction. By an amendment to the Constitution the Negro
was given the right of franchise, and, theoretically at least, his ballot became
his invaluable emblem of citizenship. In a government “of the people, for
the people, and by the people,” the Negro's vote became an important factor
in all matters of state and national politics. But this did not last long. The
southern white man would not consider that the Negro had any right which
a white man was bound to respect, and the idea of a republican form of
government in the southern states grew into general contempt. It was main-
tained that “This is a white man’s government,” and regardless of numbers
the white man should rule. “No Negro domination” became the new legend
on the sanguinary banner of the sunny South, and under it rode the Ku
Klux Klan, the Regulators, and the lawless mobs, which for any cause chose
to murder one man or a dozen as suited their purpose best. It was a long,
gory campaign; the blood chills and the heart almost loses faith in Christi-
anity when one thinks of Yazoo, Hamburg, Edgefield, Copiah, and the
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countless massacres of defenseless Negroes, whose only crime wag the o
to exercise their right to vote. Cmp
But it was a bootless strife for colored people. The governmen whic
made the Negro a citizen found itself unable to Protect him. It gave himhad
right to vote, but denied him the protection which should have mainta'the
that right. Scourged from his home; hunted th'rough the swamps, hunln‘ed
midnight raiders, and openly murdered in the light of day, the Negro ; by
to his right of franchise with a heroism which would have Wrung adml-mg
tion from the hearts of savages. He believed that in that smal] white | ll'a*
there was a subtle something which stood for manhood as wel| 5 Citia loy
ship, and thousands of brave black men went to their graves, exemplif;?n‘
the one by dying for the other. iy
The white man’s victory soon became complete by fraud, Violence, intj
idation and murder. The franchise vouchsafed' to the Negro grey to be ]
“barren ideality,” and regardless of numbers, the colored people fOUng
themselves voiceless in the councils of those whose duty it was ¢, rule
With no longer the fear of “Negro Domination” before their eyes, the Whité
man’s second excuse became valueless. With the Southern governmeny, all
subverted and the Negro actually eliminated from all participation ip state
and national elections, there could be no longer an excuse for kj]
Negroes to prevent “Negro Domination.” :
Brutality still continued; Negroes were whipped, scourged, exiled, shy
and hung whenever and wherever it pleased the white man so to treat them,
and as the civilized world with increasing persistency held the white people
of the South to account for its outlawry, the murderers invented the thiry
excuse—that Negroes had to be killed to avenge their assaults upon women,
There could be framed no possible excuse more harmful to the Negro and
more unanswerable if true in its sufficiency for the white man.
Humanity abhors the assailant of womanhood, and this charge upon the
Negro at once placed him beyond the pale of human sympathy. With such
unanimity, earnestness and apparent candor was this charge made and
reiterated that the world has accepted the story that the Negro is a monster
which the Southern white man has painted him. And to-day, the Christian
world feels, that while lynching is a crime, and lawlessness and anarchy the
certain precursors of a nation’s fall, it can not by word or deed, extend sym-
pathy or help to a race of outlaws, who might mistake their plea for justice
and deem it an excuse for their continued wrongs. .
The Negro has suffered much and is willing to suffer more. He recog
nizes that the wrongs of two centuries can not be righted in a day, and he
tries to bear his burden with patience for to-day and be hopeful for to-
morrow. But there comes a time when the veriest worm will turn, and the
Negro feels today that after all the work he has done, all the sacrifices he
has made, and all the suffering he has endured, if he did not, now, defen
‘his name and manhood from this vile accusation, he would be unworthy
even of the contempt of mankind. It is to this charge he now feels he must

ling

make answer. . “

If the Southern people in defense of their lawlessness, would tell th",
truth and admit that colored men and women are lynched for almost “?
offense, from murder to a misdemeanor, there would not now be the hecily
sity for this defense. But when they intentionally, maliciously and COI}Stanrs
belie the record and bolster up these falsehoods by the words of lengl?w ’
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_reachers, governors and bishops, then the Negro must give to the world his
Igide: of the awful story.

"y word as to the charge itself. In considering the third reason assigned
by the Southern white people for the butchery of blacks, the question must
be asked, what the white man means when he charges the black man with
rape. Does he mean the crime which the statutes of the civilized states
Jescribe as such? Not by any means. With the Southern white man, any
mesalliance existing between a white woman and a colored man is a suffi-
cient foundation for the charge of rape. The Southern white man says that
it is impossible for a voluntary alliance to exist between a white woman
and a colored man, and therefore, the fact of an alliance is a proof of force.
In numerous instances where colored men have been lynched on the
charge of rape, it was positively known at the time of lynching, and indis-
putably proven after the victim's death, that the relationship sustained
between the man and woman was voluntary and clandestine, and that in
no court of law could even the charge of assault have been successfully
maintained.

It was for the assertion of this fact, in the defense of her own race, that
the writer hereof became an exile; her property destroyed and her return to
her home forbidden under penalty of death, for writing the following edito-
rial which was printed in her paper, the Free Speech, in Memphis, Tenn.,
May 21, 1892

“Eight Negroes lynched since last issue of the ‘Free Speech’ one at
Little Rock, Ark., last Saturday morning where the citizens broke (?)
into the penitentiary and got their man; three near Anniston, Ala., one
near New Orleans; and three at Clarksville, Ga., the last three for killing
a white man, and five on the same old racket—the new alarm about rap-
ing white women. The same programme of hanging, then shooting bullets
into the lifeless bodies was carried out to the letter. Nobody in this sec-
tion of the country believes the old threadbare lie that Negro men rape
white women. If Southern white men are not careful, they will over-reach
themselves and public sentiment will have a reaction; a conclusion will then
be reached which will be very damaging to the moral reputation of their

women.”
But threats cannot suppress the truth, and while the Negro suffers the

soul deformity, resultant from two and a half centuries of slavery, he is no
more guilty of this vilest of all vile charges than the white man who would
blacken his name.

During all the years of slavery, no such charge was ever made, not even
during the dark days of the rebellion, when the white man, following the
fortunes of war went to do battle for the maintenance of slavery. While the
master was away fighting to forge the fetters upon the slave, he left his wife
and children with no protectors save the Negroes themselves. And yet dur-
ing those years of trust and peril, no Negro proved recreant to his trust and
no white man returned to a home that had been dispoiled.

Likewise during the period of alleged “insurrection,” and alarming “race
riots,” it never occurred to the white man, that his wife and children were
in danger of assault. Nor in the Reconstruction era, when the hue and cry
was against “Negro Domination,” was there ever a thought that the domi-
nation would ever contaminate a fireside or strike to death the virtue of
womanhood. It must appear strange indeed, to every thoughtful and candid
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which circumstances placed in his power. That chivalry which is “meg

sensitive concerning the honor of women” can hope for but little respect
from the civilized world, when it confines itself entirely to the women whe
happen to be white. Virtue knows no color line, and the chivalry which
depends upon complexion of skin and texture of hair can command no hon-

est respect. -
When emancipation came to the Negroes, there arose in the northern

part of the United States an almost divine sentiment among the noblest,
purest and best white women of the North, who felt called to a mission to
educate and Christianize the millions of southern ex-slaves. From every
nook and corner of the North, brave young white women answered that call

and left their cultured homes, their happy associations and their lives of
ease, and with heroic determination went to the South to carry light and

truth to the benighted blacks. It was a heroism no less than that which calls
for volunteers for India, Africa and the Isles of the sea. To educate their
unfortunate charges; to teach them the Christian virtues and to inspire in
them the moral sentiments manifest in their own lives, these young women
braved dangers whose record reads more like fiction than fact. They became
social outlaws in the South. The peculiar sensitiveness of the southern
white men for women, never shed its protecting influence about them. No
friendly word from their own race cheered them in their work; no hospitable
doors gave them the companionship like that from which they had come. No
chivalrous white man doffed his hat in honor or respect. They were “Nigger
teachers”—unpardonable offenders in the social ethics of the South,
were insulted, persecuted and ostracised, not by Negroes, but by the whit¢
manhood which boasts of its chivalry toward women.

.And yet these northern women worked on, year after year, unselﬁshl:\"
with a heroism which amounted almost to martyrdom. Threading their
way through dense forests, working in schoolhouse, in the cabin and in th¢
church, thrown at all times and in all places among the unfortunate
lowly Negroes, whom they had come to find and to serve, these norther®
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Len. thousands and thousands of them, have spent more than a quarter
© o centuey ingiving to the colored people their splendid lessons for home

1 heartand soulo Without protection, save that which innocence gives to

-y pood woman, they went about their work, fearing no assault and suf-
» e none. Their chivalrous protectors were hundreds of miles away in
heir northern homes, and yet they never feared any “great dark faced
obs,” they darved night or day to “go beyond their own roof trees.” They
sever complained of assaults, and no mob was ever called into existence to
wengee crimes against them. Before the world adjudges the Negro a moral
\ster, a vicious assailant of womanhood and a menace to the sacred pre-
cincts of home, the colored people ask the consideration of the silent record
of eratitude. respect, protection and devotion of the millions of the race in
the South, to the thousands of northern white women who have served as
rcachers and missionaries since the war.

The Negro may not have known what chivalry was, but he knew enough
(o preserve inviolate the womanhood of the South which was entrusted to
his hands during the war. The finer sensibilities of his soul may have been
crushed out by years of slavery, but his heart was full of gratitude to the
white women of the North, who blessed his home and inspired his soul in
all these vears of freedom. Faithful to his trust in both of these instances,
he should now have the impartial ear of the civilized world, when he dares
to speak for himself as against the infamy wherewith he stands charged.

It is his regret, that, in his own defense, he must disclose to the world
that degree of dehumanizing brutality which fixes upon America the blot
of a national crime. Whatever faults and failings other nations may have in
their dealings with their own subjects or with other people, no other civi-
lized nation stands condemned before the world with a series of crimes so
peculiarly national. It becomes a painful duty of the Negro to reproduce a
record which shows that a large portion of the American people avow anar-
chy, condone murder and defy the contempt of civilization.

These pages are written in no spirit of vindictiveness, for all who give the
subject consideration must concede that far too serious is the condition of
that civilized government in which the spirit of unrestrained outlawry con-
stantly increases in violence, and casts its blight over a continually growing
area of territory. We plead not for the colored people alone, but for all vic-
tims of the terrible injustice which puts men and women to death without
form of law. During the year 1894, there were 132 persons executed in the
United States by due form of law, while in the same year, 197 persons were
put to death by mobs who gave the victims no opportunity to make a lawful
defense. No comment need be made upon a condition of public sentiment
responsible for such alarming results.

The purpose of the pages which follow shall be to give the record which
has been made, not by colored men, but that which is the result of compila-
tions made by white men, of reports sent over the civilized world by white
men in the South. Out of their own mouths shall the murderers be con-
demned. For a number of years the Chicago Tribune, admittedly one of the
leading journals of America, has made a specialty of the compilation of
statistics touching upon lynching. The data compiled by that journal and
published to the world January 1st, 1894, up to the present time has not
been disputed. In order to be safe from the charge of exaggeration, the inci-
dTe‘rll)ts hereinafter reported have been confined to those vouched for by the
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revenge must prove himself innocent. No evidence he can offer will satndy
the mob: he is bound hand and foot and swung into eternity. Then to evwue
rts the monstrous falsehood the

its infamy, the mob almost invariablv repo
its victim made a full confession before he was hanged.

With all military, legal and political power in their hands. onlv two of the
jvnching States have attempted a check by exercising the power which «
theirs. Mayor Trout, of Roanoke, Virginia, called out the militia in 1893
to protect a Negro prisoner, and in so doing nine men were killed and »
number wounded. Then the mayor and militia withdrew, left the Negro ko
his fate and he was promptly lynched. The business men realized the blow
to the town's financial interests, called the mayor home, the grand jury
indicted and prosecuted the ringleaders of the mob. They were given hght
sentences, the highest being one of twelve months in State prison. The
day he arrived at the penitentiary, he was pardoned by the governor of the
State.

The only other real attempt made by the authorities to protect a prisonet
of the law, and which was more successful, was that of Gov. Mc Kindey,
of Ohio, who sent the militia to Washington Courthouse, O., in October,
1894, and five men were killed and twenty wounded in maintaining the
principle that the law must be upheld.

in South Carolina, in April, 1893, Gov. Tillman aided the mob by yield
ing up to be killed, a prisoner of the law, who had voluntarily placed humsell
under the Governar's protection. Public sentiment by its representative
has encouraged Lynch Law, and upon the revolution of this sentiment ¥
must depend for its abalition.
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il determine whether that on thzation
can maintain itself by itself, or whether anarchy shall prevail, whether thie

Nation shall write itself down a success at self government. or in deepest
humiliation admit its failure complete; whether the precepts and theories
of Christianity are professed and practiced by American white people as
Golden Rules of thought and action, or adopled as a system of morals 1o be
preached to heathen until they attain to the intelligence which needs the
system of Lynch Law.

5th. Congressman Blair offered a resolution in the House of Represents-
tives, August, 1894. The organized life of the country can speedily mahe
this a law by sending resolutions to Congress indorsing Me. Blair's bill s
asking Congress to create the commission. In no better way can the ques-
Hon be settled, and the Negro does not fear the issue. The follow ing 1s the
resolution;

"Resolved, By the House of Representatives and Senate in COnRress
Msembled, That the committee on labor be instructed to investigate sid
r°Port the number, location and date of all alleged assaults by muales upa
females throughout the country during the ten years Last preceding the
Passing of (his joint resolution, for or on account of which organized bu
Unlawfu} viglence has been inflicted or attempted o be inflicted. Also 10
"eertain and report all facts of organized but unlaw tul viokence wkxh« pet
", with 1he attendant facts and circumstances, which have been mtlicied
:ﬁ‘" “ccused persons alleged 10 have beea guikty of crimes P““"h‘*’k} by

% 0l law which have taken place in any part of the countey wahin

Woruey, bristinn Temperance Union, « movement v abolivh akobulic beverages.
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the ten years last preceding the passage of this resolution. Such inyeg; .
tion shall be made by the usual methods and agencies of the Departmemo
Labor, and report made to Congress as soon as the wS)rk can be satisfacto_
rilv done, and the sum of $25,000, or so much thercof as may be Necess,
is hereby appropriated to pay the expenses out of any money in the treagy,
not otherwise appropriated.” |

The belief has been constantly expressed in England that in the Uniteg
States, which has produced Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Hen.r'y Wa3rd Beecher,
James Russell Lowell, John G. Whittier and Abraham Lincoln® there Musy
be those of their descendants who would take hold of Fhe work of inaug,,.
rating an era of law and order. The colored people .Of this country who hyy,
been loyal to the flag believe the same, and strong in tbat .behfef have begup
this crusade. To those who still feel they have no obligation in the matter
we commend the following lines of Lowell on “Freedom.”

)

Men! whose boast it is that ye
Come of fathers brave and free,
If there breathe on earth a slave
Are ye truly free and brave?

If ye do not feel the chain,
When it works a brother’s pain,
Are ye not base slaves indeed,
Slaves unworthy to be freed?

Women! who shall one day bear

Sons to breathe New England air,

If ye hear without a blush,

Deeds to make the roused blood rush
Like red lava through your veins,

For your sisters now in chains,—
Answer! are ye fit to be

Mothers of the brave and free?

Is true freedom but to break
Fetters for our own dear sake,

“ And, with leathern hearts, forget
That we owe mankind a debt?
No! true freedom is to share
All the chains our brothers wear,
And, with heart and hand, to be
Earnest to make others free!

There are slaves who fear to speak

For the fallen and the weak;

They are slaves who will not choose
Hatred, scoffing, and abuse,

Rather than in silence shrink

From the truth they needs must think;
They are slaves who dare not be

In the right with two or three,

. , and
preacher. Lowell (1819-1891), poet, f"‘hmr,p"“

antislavery activist. Whittier (1807’1892)'
and reformer. . .

3. Lincoln (1809-1865) i i

» President of the United
States (1861-65). Garrison (1805-187(;), l:mttii—
slavery leader, Beecher (1813-1887), antislavery
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A FIELD POR PRACTICAL WORK
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tors and bumannanans of the whic tae. ab hosroe and shroad, must have
facts laud brtore theon, and o 0 our duts to cupgh theae facts The Central
Anb bvmbing Leagar, Kacam ¥ 1.8 ¢ lark S8 Chago has established o
Prow Dhstiibuton §und, the wieh of wha b can b proamesd by all who are
interestoed in the waed
Lot hiinhung leagues. s setocs and indowdusle can onder books from
this tund at agents tetes The tuade wiii be swent to their order. or, il
destted, will he doteduntes! b the L <oy ue anmiiy thase mhose voraperative
and we wo gte ath soecd Jhe wrmes hroud avsutcs ot distethution of
ok scvuarding o ardet and putin e beoe bedgosent of ol ocders through

the pubis poees.

IN9S

W. E. B. DU BOIS
1868-1963

T be Rrst decades of the twenticth centun waw the emergence of many acclaimed,
oducated. actnnt leaders, commonh called “the New Negro.” Among those
“umen and men. Wil iam Edward Burghardt Du Bows was renowned as the Renais-
ance man of Afrwan Amcraan betters. Toda he is still considered one of the most
Bt aceted. peoiihe. and intiveatal scholar actrvists that black America has pro-
Suced. 2 man wuth o wsde-canging an intciicct as that of am American of hus era.
Because of hus extensive publications in the socwdogy and history of Afrcan Amern-
‘ans and wm tribute to his proneering cditing ol numerous journals of opinin
drrmed 10 raal wsocs. Du Bois has been called. with justibcation, the tounder
W biack studics in Amerwcan scademic hife. His work and his example inspurcd a
" eth-contuny African Amencan inteligentsis proud of s heritage and commat-
" 19 4 a1l as wedl s an ustellectual miaon.
"'&m&ww&awmmm&pm.wpwunm
wb&cmd&gm turmes of bygotn and incqualsty that had



