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s ATTHERPRERES s

s

san literally means “the
. The .w‘;l::anOr Muslims, the Qur'an
ecit? " uch 8 book as a living and

i pot 50 ot Of speech that has been

\'iwtdz\m through an unbroken chain

o beings from the time of
o humma 4, who with his companions
Muha™ th-century Arabia formed the
in seav~‘=nmu nity of Muslims. At the same
firs Cﬂt}'; Qur'an is also conceived of as a
gime: g literal object on the shelf but
bﬂ‘?kjne work that exists only in the heay-
sdl"'re i of paradise. Any physical copy
gz}e Arabic text is thought of as a pale
mﬂéctiOH of that ideal book; a tool to
nable the reader to memorize and then
citethe Qur'anic text. As divine speech,
ver, the Qur’an can never be ren-
ectly in the medium of the
ﬁir;danpzzfice,); deficiency that testifies
i its fundamental inimitability, or i’jaz.
n accord with this view of the nature of
the Qur'an, no translation into any other
linguage is thought of as actually being
the holy book itself. The most that any
manslation can be, for the believer, is an
aid to understanding the original.

The Qur'an presents itself as the last
of a sequence -of revealed holy books,
including the Torah (in Arabic, Tawrat),
thel Psalms (Zabur), and the Gospels
). Similarly, Muhammad is- pre-
seated a5 one in a lineage of prophets
=1(:1hat' is, those who have received com-

"f“catlf)ns directly from God) - that
o 9i)Wlth the first man, Adam. Earlier
Pmphegogs each have an associated
D s.DOI- the Torah, Moses; for the
af afso a"l:/‘li; and for the Gospels, Jesus
gl d ary—who, despite being
pmpht;ﬁc : S0 recognized as part of the
daggi. 1 . €age. Indeed,; a minority of

Sica] M I

Uslim scholars, including Ibn

]

Hazm (4. | :
Pl‘Ophe(t 10_65)> cons?dered her to be a
outright, Sto
_ ries and characters
m  Jewish and Christian  scripture
réappear in the Qur'an, as seen nI: th
chapters (or suras) on Jonah, Joseph y
Mary. When hearing these serre. 1
. earing these verses, the
fﬁrliest converts to Islam, drawn ,from
he ocal Chr-1st1'an and Jewish communi-
ties located in Arabia, would have mar-
veled at the different rspective b
0 hos rent pe .pectlve rought
leal.‘ on familiar stories. by this new
;eifle ation. The Qur'an recognizes the
ollowers of other monotheistic religions
such as Jews and Christians, as “peoplf,:
of the Book”—those who follow the word
of God. as revealed by his prophets. From
the point of view of Islam, the people of
the Book who lived before the revelation
9{" the Quran were also followers of
islam, in the literal sense of “submission”
to God’s will. Those who continued to
reverence their own, pre-Islamic holy
books, such as Jews and Christians,
could be tolerated within the Muslim
community, but this inclusiveness of
monotheism had its limits. Muslims gen-
erally viewed their Prophet as the last of
his kind, “the seal of prophets,” and the
Qur'an as the last holy book that would
ever be revealed to humanity. The Torah
and the Gospels, while divine in their
inspiration, had become corrupt over
time. Only through submission to the
divine will as revealed in the Qur’an,
Muslims believed, could the faithful be
sure they would enter into paradise and
avoid the punishments of hell.
" Only from the nineteenth century on
has the Bible begun to be read as a vsfork
of literature as well as a divinely inspired

 text, and so too this dual focus on the

Qur’an has been recent. From the Mid-
dle Ages to the twenty-first century,
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Western readers of the Qura g
too often condemned what they SEN;ive
its theological deviance and narri ve
incoherence. As a result, Muslims ad
hesitated to offer up the Qur'an for 5 -4
within the framework of literary hlstor).f
or to allow it to move beyond the cor
servative framework of faith-based pel:r -
spectives. This attitude has ;begun 'vz
change, however, because of innovatl ¢
approaches to Quranic interl?rf:tatl(_)
on the part of Muslim communities al}l1
an increasing willingness to place t 3
Qur'an into dialogue with Othf.:l' sacre
scriptures. The Qur'an itself inwtf,'?' com-
parison with other literary tf‘a'dmonsﬂ-i
most explicitly, the rich traditions qf ora
poetry found in pre-Islamic Arabla- In
that context, it appears as @ marvel (?f
literature - whose divine inspiration 15
manifest in the form of lyrical chant and
resonant verse. Reading the Quran on
the page, in translation, weakly conveys
its virtue, which can be appreciated only
in the musical oral recitation (tajwid)
that reveals the rhythmic quality of the
verse and the haunting repetition of syl-
lables at the ends of successive lines. It
is possible to get a sense of this music in
the repeated refrain of the sura “The
Lord of Mercy” (“Ar Rahman”), trans-
lated below. =~ A
- The Qur'an is divided into 144 suras,
some of which are quite short; others are
very.long, resembling a biblical book in
form. Each sura is made up of a number
of verses (ayat; singular aya). The Qur'an
is also conventionally divided up into
thirty sections (ajza’; singular juz’) of
roughly equal length to facilitate recita-
tion of the entire work over the period of
one month. Because of the emphasis
placed on its oral recitation, which must
be performed as part of the five daily
prayers, Muslims begin to memorize the
Qur an at a young age; they start with the
¢ .
o, T O’
n with the short
Meccan suras that are concentrated near

the end of the Qur'an, including “Purity”

n have all

«al [khlas”)- Instead of being ,
i(nAtlhe order that Muhammag resn-ged

e suras are arranged ag Ny
ﬁ:f;:::i he had been instructedl\gl; Garn.
Some of the suras were revealeg 0d,
Mecca, when the Muslim Commun-at
was starting o develop, and other, 1'ty
e e the pesecid o
nity took refuge; the two typeg i,
differ not only in length but alsg i, Subo
.oct matter and in tone. Instead of beil{
carefully separated, however, the Mecg
can and Medinan suras are intermingled.
and many of the Meccan surag daty,
from early in Muhammad's Propheg
mission appear near the end of thz
text. The effect is one of fragmeny ,
ranged in a mosaic—yet that mogaj, hag
a very clearly defined form, delineateq by
strands running throughout. The repet.
tion of phrases and motifs across Surag
often from different periods, creaeg ;;
pattern as intricate as a woven tapestry,

With the exception of “The Feast” and
“The Lord of Mercy,” which wep
revealed at Medina, the excerpts repro-
duced here are Meccan suras, which
tend to be relatively short. Our aim wag
to provide entire chapters rather than
abbreviated selections, so that the highly
structured nature of the suras could be
grasped. The tightly ordered form illus-
trated on the level of the individual sura
is also evident more generally in the
Qur’an, in which the parts all contribute
to make up the whole, but each part can
also stand for the whole. Several of the
suras are known by another name,
reflecting this part—whole relationship:
“The Opening,” which is the first sura,
also known as “The Mother of the Book
while sura “Yasin” is sometimes calle
“The Heart of the Qur'an.” One of the
last suras, “Purity,” was described be
Muhammad himself as being “one-hird
of the Quran,” because its highly ¢
densed verses on the unity of God en®
sulate the very core of Islamic theolog!
Other suras, such as “Jonah,” JosP t?O
and “Mary,” illuminate the extent




a8 intertwined with
(“hﬂﬁ“““ faith traditiony,
N N‘},ms can alse be seen i
w oo Aleddinan Sutas excerpted
1 ol he sy which begins with o
LY '“\ allowed and ym{qihiltcu

i . the intricate vules laid
;\mﬂ I‘:‘:ﬁ.‘“\:\‘ thus elubm‘uling uim\
T e of common practice
h\\l“““‘“, Judlaism and Iskam, Yet | t‘he
sh*“‘! )m‘w that is centeal to “The
bl f‘::‘ jesehts more than just a literal

\

powsl £ Runiture: 1t is also lh?\ figurative
e o by the people of the B(‘mk,
able “i‘“‘ in the table spread with food
pet hm}\ sresides over at the Last Sup-
I(\:‘]:el latter part of the sura, Jesus
gt‘: l\“ God for what he has already given
that "\k\‘ for something more for the
;l:]le‘“ b“S\;;\nd down to us a feast from
;\«\\“‘“‘ . Provide for us: “Yuu are th.o
hest provider.” God replies, 1 will send it
dovn to you." This final gift for ‘the table
twiksood 15 being the Prophet
Muhammad, or even the Qur'an itself.
The Qur'an was received by Muham-

mad through the mediation of the angel

Gabriel (Jibreel) over a period of about

weenty-three vears, beginning when he
ws forty vears old and ending with his
dath in 632, During that time, the
Quian existed as an oral recitation,
tpeated both by Muhammad himself
wd by the growing community of
Muslims, After Muhammad's death, the

&“2““0,:?“-” recognized the need to record

! text to ensure that errors not
Teep in

to the recitation. The closest
Paniong of Muhammad, under the

& :
~ .
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::‘m:;:h;;’::\{:‘lhe first c&sliph (or ruler)
assembleg \the\ U)n?mu.mty, ‘Abu Bukr'
This kind o )(.i)‘urclmh in written io.rm.
the finalized v:‘ ion. lEmm' supem%ed
s t‘umpléwd ‘l‘h\g;\ ol the text, which
all imperfoet ¢ l)n‘ L, and then ordered
is this \‘t‘l‘%iunt P;«.shu\) be L!cstroyed. It
read tudu;j 'l‘ro ‘lt ¢ Quram that we
Droduced ;‘lm‘:l‘l:s ations .bcgun to 'be
niog with g ro d\ ‘lmmf‘(‘]'rfntcly, begm;
i e s trlmg 0' I'he Opening
one of the C;"m u'ngu‘age by Salman,
Mubomag X}{)‘mlnons (‘)f the Propbet

' + A tull Persian translation
ol the Quran was made in the ninth
contury, attesting to the rapid embrace
of Islam by the inhabitants of Persia
(modern Tran), As is the case today,
these translations were not made with
the purpose  of substituting Qur'anic
verses in the local vernacular for the
Arabic originals during prayer; instead,
they were aids to understanding intended
to enable fuller assimilation of the Ara-
bic seripture within a new culture. West-
ern audiences started to read the Qur'an
in the Middle Ages, beginning with
Robert of Ketton’s Latin translation
in 1143, The Qur'an is never accompa-
nied by pictorial illustrations, in keep-
ing with the Islamic practice of
iconoclasm (the prohibition of any rep-
resentation of living things, thereby
avoiding the temptation of idolatry). It
is, however, often rendered in elaborate
calligraphy, a style of writing so ornate
that it becomes art, fusing word W“{h
image in the aural masterpiece that is

.the Quran..
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b 1
From THE QURAN

1. The Opening

the Giver of Mercy! Praig. el
R
}

In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, Giver of Mercy, Mo
God, Lord of the Worlds, the Lord of Mercy, the G Y, Maste, of 1y,

it is You we ask for help, ¢4
Day of Jud ¢, It is You we worship; 1 . de
theysfra{:htg f):ltfqr:1 the path of those You have blessed, those who incy; he by

;"]g(.
t
and who have not gone astray.

5. The Feast

of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy

In the name

You who believe, fulfil your obligations. Livestock animals are lawfy] 4 fong
for you, with the exception of what is about to be announced to you. Y, "

forbidden to kill game while you are on pilgrimage—God commands why f;,

will, so, you who believe, do not violate the sanctity of God’s rites, the Sacreg

Month, the offerings, their garlands, nor those going to the Sacred Hoyg,: t
seek the bounty and pleasure of their Lord—but when you have completed
rites of pilgrimage you may hunt. Do not let your hatred for the people y,
barred you from the Sacred Mosque induce you to break the law: help o,
another to do what is right and good; do not help one another towards sin apg
hostility. Be mindful of God, for His punishment is severe.

You are forbidden to eat carrion; blood; pig's meat; any animal over which any
name other than God’s has been invoked; any animal strangled, or victim of "
violent blow or a fall, or gored or savaged by a beast of prey, unless you sl
slaughter it [in the correct manner]; or anything sacrificed on idolatrous altars,
You are also forbidden to allot shares [of meat] by drawing marked arrows’—
heinous practice—today the disbelievers have lost all hope that you will give up
your religion. Do not fear them: fear Me. Today I have perfected your religion for
you, completed My blessing upon you, and chosen as your religion islam: [tota
devotion to God]; but if any of you is forced by hunger to eat forbidden food,
with no intention of doing wrong, then God is most forgiving and merciful.

They ask you, Prophet, what is lawful for them. Say, ‘All good things are aw-
ful for you.’ [This includes] what you have taught your birds and beasts of prey
to catch, teaching them as God has taught you, so eat what they catch for you,
but first pronounce God’s name over it. Be mindful of God: He is swift to take
account. Today all good things have been made lawful for you. The food of the
People of t.he Book* is lawful for you as your food is lawful for them. So ar¢
chaste, believing, women as well as chaste women of the people who wer*

1. Translated by M. A. S. Abdel Haleem; the  place to worship the one true God, and Mas

bracketed material in the text is his. lims alw i they pray: '
2. The Ka'aba, central point of the pilgrimage 3. That ?3, Scf::t?r:; ;‘(I)}tl: f];y 4 r’,(,gtho ComI‘ﬂf’“;z
to Mec,f:a that takes place during “the Sacred  used in pr,e-Islamic Arabia to maxe dec
Month ?f' the hajj. According to the Qur'an  or select an individual

it was originally established by Abraham as a 4. The Jews |
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Geripture before you, as long as you ha

he h, not taking th Ve give

qen .1 them, DO g them as |oyey given them their heida -
rried Y2 e el S or ge ) eir bride-gif:
g’d l:ea who re_]ects“ ;faltb “.nll oiiGte Nothing an(zllfrtl-l:[l—:stresses. The deedgs :j"
f° f the osers: - h | o =’ € Hereafter he wil] be
% ho believe,: When you dre aboyt to pra :

the elbows, Wipe your heads v, b 4y, wash

your f
hapds PP dt(; wash your whole body. If aniy aces an

your feet up to the ankld e

es and,

does ﬂoHig bleSSifigon 'you, so th.at:y()u m

Pel'fefr:g o ouand the ?Je‘dge with which y

blj;n " we obey.’ Be mindful of God: God
t.-‘ PRSI R T 4 . ‘ o |

the he?! believe, be steadfast in L |

g WOk DERSVES > N your devotion t ’
| ll(:;rﬁall . do not l‘:et hatred Qf others lead you axayoﬁ(srond' anfl bear witness
M . e for that is closer to awareness of God Be Justice, but adhere

w0 fUSBEY © 0 that vou do: € h mindful of God: ;
ol aware of all that you do: God has promised forgiveness and a I‘(i)cl; Sesvi:;

1 those. who have faith and do' good works; the

Qur revelatignls. Wiﬂ l:rfb;]:he (];lagin% lFire_ N °e Who lrejggt faith and deny
. who believe,-remember God’s blessin - » '
| qualiut-'tof ise their hands against yojl:rgldolr;-eygel;t‘;};enda }l;.ertain pegple
fl of God: let ih:; begeversi]pué lihlillr trust in Him. ne ‘t_ S Be mind-
~d took a pledge Ir 1-the Children of [s » | | .
mﬁ)‘:}g them. and God s ai d_, I am with you;l;?fe;ouwlfelg)ai; _t:;’:;l_"iieaders arll-s;e
| pres'cribed 'alms',-:-be-lieve: in My messengers and support them fndylzzé)gog .
good loan, [l_.will.: wipe .out your sins and admit you into G'ard,ens‘! raced 'tﬁ
fowing streams. Any of you who now ignore this [pledge] will be f%u- fro thh

right path.” Byﬁ?they.brake their plt?dg.e, so- We distanced therﬁ'[froni. L?sn]] anz
g;?::: stf)l;;; gFaWrEAtTtlﬁzy i:sto,ljt- ?&‘e meaning of [revealed] words and have

tte of what they were told to remember: you [Prophet] will always

find treachery in' all'but a‘few of them. Overlook this and pardon them: God
Iove§ 1:.hos‘-e who do 'good. We also took a pledge from those who say, ‘We are
g,l:nssttiﬁlgtsl,l’.bqtithgy t(;{o.:fd?got some of what they were told to remember; so
red up .enmlty‘and: hatred among them until the Day of Resurrection,

wen God will tell them what they have done. =~~~ .~ .
w]Feople. of the Book,” Our- Messenger has come to make clear to.you'much of
. I:‘:]Y?;ll_haye=keplié}ii'ddbn- of the Scripture, and to ovgrl})okmuch [you have
iy - ﬁght lil'as:-now-.come-tt)"you from God, and a Scripture making things
Pleas’e swll-l :whlf:h ,-God.vguides to the ‘ways of peace those vs.rh‘o :.follow wl}al:
i lm.y 'bnnglng:thﬁm from darkness out into light, by H1§ will, and guid-
ﬂry,";?etg a straight path. Those who say, ‘God is ’.-the. Messiah,® the son of
Prevented-l.fi_f““g the truth. Say, ‘If it had been God's will, could anyone have
~ted Him from. destroying the Messiah, son of Mary, together with his

B g

L p I
' Top QXam . ) g e

zulltse rmeIr)llet’ if l%nClean from sexual inter- 7. Here, the ]e\fvs and the C.hrzlstla:l‘ls. o
The 1, DStruation, 8. In Jewish belief, the promised redeemer who

Q‘"’an €avenly . i d of time; in Christian belief,
paradise, ' in will come at the end 0 ] .
“a garden‘L . e . depl(:t,ed _ l,n te that redeemer is idehtiﬁeé}. with JCSHS Christ.
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heavens and
h? Control of the hang

mother and everyone else on earths - He creates whatever He wi]|. Gog
that is between them belongs tO Gocs

- ‘We are the . Ma

; ‘he Christians say, 'We are the o f

p})\gerdovex(-i eI\_zle.rthilng. (;[];;:é]ews and‘Then why does He punish you f(); Ten
of God an is belove

Sk .« creation: He forgiy Yoy,
sins? You are merely human beings part 0! HISl i)f the heavens agndeS Whogy,
He will and punishes whoever He will: COT 2 car

€ will an Punls es Him: all_]

eys lead to Him. ang
all that is between them belongs to Zig’tg; g’bre K in the Pegp, ‘
the Book, Our Messenger COMes to you now,

quenCe 0
: for you in cas
messengers, to make things clear 1or Y 2

¢
e you should say, ‘N i
’So some . ..
< or to warn us.” S » to gy,

one has come to yq
come to give us good new 1. power to do allldhiirips,
d warn you: God has P , _

yoll\l/ltg;gzj sf:i?(‘i" :oalr:is V[:eopl)f;, ‘My people, I:emznl:li)erscfgf Solilliss(lingaon YOu: by,
He raised prophets among you and appointe lng . inzo the hogi Vle YOu why,
he had not given to any other people. My peopié; 8 will be th 3{ and }Vhich
God has ordained for you—do not turn bafll.( (l)r y(;’uWe s note Osirs, The,

id. ' ople in this land. . 20 there 1.
said, ‘Moses, there is a fearsome pe Pll ! Ye# b TR b GOdu}?; 3

they leave. If they leave, then we will .
blegsed among those who were afraid said, ‘Go in to them through the gat, ang

i i1l overcome them. If you are true believers, put yq
::1}:::1 ir):o(l}logl(.)’ 'll?hz;l;a?cfil, ‘Moses, we will never enter while tl,ley are still therl:;
so you and your Lord go in and fight, and we will stay here: He said, Loy |
have authority over no one except myself and my br‘other: Judge between h,
two of us and these disobedient people.” God Sal(.i, The land is forbidden ¢,
them for forty years: they will wander the earth aimlessly. Do not grieve gy

those who disobey.” o |
[Prophet], tell them the truth about the story of Adam’s two sons:' each of
them offered a sacrifice, and it was accepted from one and not the other. One

said, ‘I will kill you,’ but the other said, ‘God only accepts the sacrifice of those
who are mindful of Him. If you raise your hand to kill me, I will not raise mine
to kill you. I fear God, the Lord of all worlds, and I would rather you were bur-
dened with my sins as well as yours and became an inhabitant of the Fire: such
is the evildoers’ reward.’ But his soul prompted him to kill his brother: he killed
him and became one of the losers. God sent a raven to scratch up the ground
and show him how to cover his brother’s corpse and he said, ‘Woe is me! Could
I not have been like this raven and covered up my brother’s body?" He became
remorseful. On account of [his deed], We decreed to the Children of Israel
that if anyone kills a person—unless in retribution for murder or spreading
corruption in the land—it is as if he kills all mankind, while if any saves a lif¢
it is as if he saves the lives of all mankind. Our messengers came to them with
clear signs, but many of them continued to commit excesses in the land. Thost
yvho wage war against God and His Messenger and strive to spread corruption
in the land should be punished by death, crucifixion, the amputation of &
iff;iﬁdhanj ?l?d foot, or banishment from the land: a disgrace for the® ;f:
i and then a terrible punishment in the Hereafter, unless they P
you overpower them—in that case bear in mind that God is forg"™
and merciful.

9. Com : | | ' N 5
pare Numbers 13.1-14.35, 1. Cain and Abel; see Genesis 4.1-15-
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be“ew‘ be minclful of God‘ seek Wik

ou W that ys t
o"?‘ .« cause, so tha YOu may pr 0 come ] _
s;'w to¥ ’t‘lh‘: earth and twice as my c‘;\ Ospe.l‘. If the dishel: oser to Him and

e is 17 orment o1 the Day of Resur

from 'L ) have & painful t rection, it woyld

v will ha pamiul torment. They wall .. . not be accepted f
e ‘hc‘, L be unable to do so: theirs wi]] b);‘:l}l Wish to come out ol} the ll;(:::
wt R e hands of thieves, whether they g, asting torment,

‘ € man

cut ¢ they have done"."a deterrent from God: Godo‘r pman, as punishment

wwhﬂ cepents after his wrongdoing and make 'S
one God is most forgiving, most me ' e

aﬁﬂe‘:lge ;. do not be grieved b
.Melis:; " those who say with tl?eir mouths, ‘We believe
&sl.)ehearts, and the _!ews who listen eagerly to lies and

tl'lﬂrm*‘?t you, Wh? dxsto::t the‘ meanings of [revealed) words and S

prel ) fyou are given this ruling, accept it, but if you are not, then bay Lo ﬁac.h
M‘n rends some people to be so misguided, you , ewarel it

don their behalf. These are the ones whose hearmll S poweless Bgdinst

. | ts God does i '
o—a disgrace for them in this world, and then a heavy pv.?r?its;::s:tl: ::)1

listen eagerly to lies and
s ey listen eagerly $ and consume what is unlawful
come to you [Pmpl:let] for Judgement, you can either judge-betv?e:n t‘}lu;r:nf
o &ecline"‘if you de.clme,.they will not harm you in»any way, But if you d(;
g between them, judge justly: God loves the just—but why do they come to

"o for judgement Whel:‘l they have the Torah* with God’s judgement, and even
then still turn away? These are not believers. We revealed the Torah with guid-

and light, and the prophets, who had submitted to God, judged accordi

:g:for the Jews. So did the rabbis and the scholars in accolrdagnce \:rith (i}:;gt
part of God's Scripture which they were entrusted to preserve, and to which
they were witnesses. SO [rabbis and scholars] do not fear people, fear Me; do
not barter away My messages for a small price; those who do not judge accord-
ing to what God has sent down are rejecting [God'’s teachings]. In the Torah
We prescribed for- them a life for a life, an eye for an eye, a nose for a nose, an
arfor an ear, a tooth for a tooth, an equal wound for a wound:* if anyone for-
wes this out of charity, it will serve as atonement for his bad deeds. Those who

donot judge according to what God has revealed are doing grave wrong. =
We sent Jesus, son of Mary, in their footsteps, to confirm the Torah that had
been sent before him: We gave him the Gospel with guidance, light, and con-
frmation of the Torah already revealed—a guide and lesson for those who take
beed of God. So let the followers of the Gospel judge according to what God
sent down in it. Those who do not judge according to what God has
®ealed are lawbreakers. B .
We sent to you [Muhammad] the Scripture with the truth, confirming the
- \ptures that came before it, and with final authority over them: so ]udg.e
he‘W\‘!ell them according to what God has sent down. Do not follow t.he}r

’
y" but have no faith in
to those who have not

LTy, |
Ry frst five hooks - .
| i to Moses.
law” [Heb.l]‘i ﬁéogﬁzegcgfég | 3? See Leviticus 24.19-21; Deuteronomy 19.21.
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o you. We

whims, which deviate from the ¢ruth that has f:ﬁ::if Hye‘would }}111‘22 assighed,
law and a path to each of you. If GOd had sothrough that which He made v()d
one community, but He wanted to test YOU God and He will I'nakhas g‘;’eu
you, so race to do good, you Will o t(})ue:t]"udge between th o rt?
you the matters you differed about: S0 LESH the;r whims, and takem e
ing to what God has sent down. Do not follow ’ © 800q ¢, °

of what God has sent doyy, g e

. wa from any .
that they do not tempt ¥ a'cht God intends to punish them for SOme fv oy

[t they tum away, airpic people are lawbreakers. Dg thevo the

; : at many
sins they have committed, a great m : > Is th 7 Wa
. . . jonorancer ls there an be _rdnt
judgement according to the time of pagan 18007 Y better j

than God for those of firm faith? -
the Jews an

Y. ho believe, do not take
onl; 1Ifov‘:aacc):h i:her. Anyone who takes them as an ally becomes one of the

God does not guide such wrongdoers

ge

d Christians as allies, they are all
leg

—yet you [Prophet] V\fill see the Perver\
at heart rushing to them for protection, saying, We 31:- afraid fortune may tuse
against us.” But God may well bring about a triumph-or some other eyep, i
His own making: then they will rue the secrets they harboured in thej; hean,
and the believers will say, ‘Are these the men -wh.o swore. by.God using thei;
strongest oaths that they were with you?’~All they did was in vain: they hy, log

everything. - o | L. _
‘?(:)):: who believe, if any of you go back on your faith, God will soon replage
and who love Him, people who are humble towarg

you with people He loves . . wh ’
the believers, hard on the disbelievers, and who strive in God's way withg,
fearing anyone’s reproach. Such is God’s favour. He grants it to whoever i,

will. God has endless bounty and knowledge. Your true allies are God, Hj
Messenger; and the believers—those who keep up the prayer, pay the pr.
scribed alms, and bow down in worship. Those who turn for protection to God,
His Messenger, and the- believers [are God'’s party]: God’s party is sure t
triwmph. .- - .. - e ' | | = . |

You who believe, do not take as allies those who ridicule your religion and
make fun of it—whether people who were given the Scripture before you, or
disbelievers—and be mindful of God if you are true believers. When you make
the call to prayer, they ridicule it and make fun of it: this is because they are
people who do not reason. Say [Prophet], ‘People of the Book, do you resentus
for any reason other than the fact that we believe in God, in what has been
sent down to us, and in what was sent before us, while most of you are disobe-
dient?’ Say, ‘Shall I tell you who deserves a worse punishment from God than
[the one you wish upon] us? Those God distanced from Himself, was ang
with, and condemned as apes and pigs, and those who worship idols: they ar¢
worse in rank and have strayed further from the right path.

-:When they come to you: [believers], they say, ‘We believe,” but they co™
disbelieving and leave disbelieving—God knows best what they are hiding. You
.[Prophet] see many of them rushing into sin and hostility and consuming* .
is ur.nlawfu-l.l How evil their practices are! Why do their rabbis and scholars 1%
forbid them to speak sinfully and consume what is unlawful> How evil theu
getedds are(.'j The Jews haove said, ‘God is tight-fisted,’ but it is they who are Uga:e

sted, an they are rejected for what they have said. Truly, God's hands .
open ‘f”de: He gives as He pleases. What has been sent down to you from ¥° e
Lord is sure to. increase insolence and defanice.in _mény of them. We hav
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en™™  gre of war, God wil] ..~ 'n€ Day ¢
Wit © 11 the Tiré WIl put j¢ Resurrecys
i‘y landleu_t qu does hn:t lf"’e'tho Se vy .‘::1::.0 They €ction. Whenever
[he laﬂo’uld believe. and - mu"ldful‘()f_ GO ’ emPt. If nl
e i the Gostens of Delg. i, 0l ke
in d wha - to them g Pheld t
] ant from .abo om' thej
0P on abundance Irom .above gng g " their Lorg e,
E,cn gl‘:;: but many of them do ey, om beiow; Some of =¥ would have

‘them are op th
L) L . R X e
aigh" C:engef , proclaim ‘everything tha¢ has . .
es .
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, g . Wh to you
y;;:to increase maﬁ)[ﬂgfat]heFm in their insolence anq de'ﬁain:erflgour Lord is
ghout thO2 Wh'o defytho(;e . h9rl§hf' [MQSlim] believers, the Jews .t}(:enSOthvo f

{ the Christians—those who believe in God anq ¢}, Last D fl | abians,
8 o—there is N0 fear: they will not grieve: = ast Day and do good

We took @ pledge from the-Ghild_ren of Isra

hem and 50 became blind aﬁ.d.:deaf [to God]. God
any of them again became blind and deaf: God ;
Those Who say, ‘God is the-Messiah, son of
ah himself said, ‘.Ghildnen_'- 0£ Israel, worship God, my Lord and your Lord." If
anyone associates others with God, God will forbid him from the Garden, and
Hell will be his home. No one will help such evildoers, -~ . = . .
Those people- who say that God is the third of three are defying [the truth]:
there is only One God: If they persistin what they are sa

. ying, a painful punish-
nent will afflict those of them who persist. Why do they not turn to God and
sk His forgiveness; when God is most forgiving, most merciful? The Messiah,

son of Mary, was-only a. messenger; other messengers had come and gone
before him; his: mother:was a.virtuous woman; both ate food [like other mor-
tals|. See how clear We make these signs for them; see how deluded they are.
Say,'How can you worship something other than God, that has no power to.do
jou harm or'good? God :alone is the All Hearing and All Knowing.’ Say, ‘People
of the Book, do not overstep the bounds of truth in your religion and do not
bollow the whims of those who ‘went astray before you—they led many others
sitay and themselves continue to stray from the even path.”.- .~ ..
Those Children of Israel who defied [God] were rejected hrough the words
o David,$ ang Jesus, son: of Mary, because they disobeyed; they persistently
"Ve..rstepped* the limits, they did not forbid each other to do wrong. ngsmle
2t deeds were! Yoy [Prophet] see many of them allying themselves with th.e
T levers. How terrible is what their souls have --Stqrgd up for them GIQdTS

WPy & wontheiuic group in Iraq  Biblesee Samuel, 1 Kings and | Chionicls)
" v:.sl)ecially ‘;énéralféd the Psalms: they, the model for lat(?r'mor]l]arf:reszﬁtedpwith ~uthor-
e, People of the Book. ’ lapses, he is traditionaZy ' g

Botlsrael, according to the Hebrew  ship of the Psalms.
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ented' If they had belieVed l

. rm ' ;
y will remaln to wn to him, they would Neve, h”d’
hat was s€f put most of them are rebels, ay,
disbelievers ost hostile to the belieyer, e

find that th’is :n with God; you are sure to f; the

YOll [Prophet] are sure to deitl ¢ th.
Jews and those who associate other believers are those vtfho say, ‘We are C r.d[
the closest in affection towards the evoted to learning and ascetics, -

le d . -
tians, for there are among themcePeZEd when they listen to what has hee,, s::f
o e the Tauth [ it} THeY 8892 3 God and in the 1
e sses. Why should we 19 Lord to include us i e Tmlh
amongst the w;tne ” ;15 when we long for our LO - dod them v ?]the Cop,.
that has come h‘:“g:ls?’ F(’)r saying this, God has'ffwt e en thlt GardehS
pany of tl.1e rig ? treams and there they will stay: o € rewarq of
graced ]‘:ﬂtg ﬂOWl(Iil gTilose Wl‘;O reject the truth and deny Our messageg will g
those who do good.
inhabitants of Hellfire. ‘ - d h
th% mh:z]o gelieve do not forbid the good thlnﬁ,s Goh as me(lide la""’flll to
o cf the limits: God does not love t 0S¢ who exceed the limits_
you—do not excee .« that God provides for you. Be mindfy|
but eat the lawful and good things k] for what i ,
d does not take you [to task] for what is thougly.

: ieve. G
God, in whom you believe. GO nding oaths: the atonement for breaking 5,

i oaths, only for your bi '
ﬂlazstsh.lri;yt(;u[l;eed ten poor people with food equivalent to what you would o

) | amilies, or to clothe them, or to set free a slave—f 3
II:;Ean::‘;iggrB;:?hg means, he should fast for three. days. This is the atone.
ment for breaking your oaths—keep your oaths. In this way God makes cley
His revelations to you, so that you may be thankful. |

You who believe, intoxicants and gambling, idolatrous practices, and [divining
with] arrows are repugnant acts—Satan’s doing—shun them' 50 that you may
prosper. With intoxicants and gambling, Satan seeks only to incite enmity anq
hatred among you, and to stop you remembering God and prayer. Will you not
give them up? Obey God, obey the Messenger, and always be on your guard: if
you pay no heed, bear in mind that the sole duty of Our Messenger is to deliver
the message clearly. Those who believe and do good deeds will not be blamed
for what they may have consumed [in the past] as-long as they are mindful of
God, believe and do good deeds, then are mindful of God and believe, then are
mindful of God and do good deeds: God loves those who do good deeds.

You who believe, God is sure to test you with game within reach of your
hands and spears, to find out who fears Him even though they cannot see Him:
from now on, anyone who transgresses will have a painful punishment. You
who believe, do not kill game while you are in the state of consecration [for
pilgrimage]. If someone does so intentionally the penalty is an offering of 2
domestic animal brought to the Ka'ba® equivalent—as judged by two just 17
among you—to the one he has killed: alternatively, he may atone by feeding the
needy or by fasting an equivalent number of days, so that he may taste the full
gravity of his deed. God forgives what is past, but ;f ffends, God wil
exact the penalty from him: God is m; . anyone re-ot ' enaltv
It is permitted for you t oc s mighty, and capable of exacting the P,

you to catch and eat seafood—an enjoyment for you an

angry with them and the
in the Prophet, and in W
allied themselves with the

6. Also “Ka'aba”; see p- 74, n. 2.
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hunting game is forbidde,, ... . AST | 121
1o . Be mindful of while yo, .

y ﬂgnmage] ‘ of God ¢ are in (b

; [50;55 made the Ka'ba—the Sqcpe ;:u;m You will e ,

GO | the sacred Months, the animals f,,

an® " hat God has knowledge of :

s, K% fly aware of all thin s%l(:, all thay and their garjan s, all
g He is fully P OW too th avens and earth

forgi"i“g .'and merCIful. The Mess at,GO is severe in E.u.t and

¢ mos' od knows what you reves| and Wﬁnger S duty i Pllm.shment

megsage’ het], ‘Bad cannot be likened ¢ at you conce
ay PP " the bad is. Be mi © 800d, tho

ndﬂnt the bad 1s. be mindfy] of God llgh

» peopl
do not ag) ;E © of

t for

tate of consecra-
gathered.

Means ¢
Sacrifice f support for peo-
IS i

You may be dazzled by

understandin
so th
out Matters Whlch,g, at

YOu—if you ask ahg

made kn ut them

¥o
harm YO

<ill make you realize what you have done. | |
You who believe, W‘hen.d;eath approaches any of you, let two just men f@m
among you act.as Wltl‘leS.SCS k0 l.:he -makjng of a bequest, or two men from
nother people if you are journeying in the land when death approaches. Keep
the two Witnesses back after prayer, if vou have any doubts, and make them
both swear by God, ‘We will not sell our testimony for any price, even if a close
olative is involved. We will not hide God’s testimony, for then we should be
doing wrong.” If it is discovered that these two are guilty [of perjury], two of
hose whose rights have been usurped have a better right to bear witness in
their place. Let them swear by God, ‘Our testimony is truer than theirs. We
have said nothing but the truth, for that would make us wrongdoers’: that will
make it more likely they will give true and proper testimony, or fear that their
ouths might be refuted: by others afterwards. Be mindful of God and listen;
God does not guide those who break His laws. -~~~
On the Day when God assembles all the messengers and asks, ‘What response
didyou receive?’ they will say, ‘We do not have that knowledgeé: You alone know
things that cannot be'seen,” Then God will say, ‘Jesus, son of Mary!. Remember
My favour to you and to your mother: how I strengthened yqu‘_ymth the. holy
Spirt, so that you spoke to people in your infancy and as a grown'malm_;;lovl\\;l I
tught you the Scripture and wisdom, the Torah and the Gospel; how, by ; );
kave, you fashioned the shape of a bird out of clay, breathed'n:ito it, ananld
hecame,. by My leave. a bird: how, by My leave, you healed -t.he blin pf:rson. y
Beleper how by My leave, you brought the dead back to life; how L Festre 72
e Chi ci » by My leave, you bro g - hen you brought them clear signs,
ildren of Israel from [harming] you wheny

N)" - | ic Arabia.
+ . ‘ L - C a la.
ifferepg classes of aninals consecrated to idols in Pre Islam



early nothing but Sorce,
and My messengers\fy P
urselves [to God].” h@y

and how I inspired the ur Lord send dowy, , |

! ) r l' ) Cae
said, “We believe and bear, son O "7 are true believers. The,
W’hen the disciples salC!::l Jf;:;’a re of God lstﬁ:e d; to know that yoy h:vesfld’
> he said, g red i 0
to us from heaven: hit' to have our e?rf Jesus, sO7 of Mary, said, Lord, Se ‘
“We wish to eat from 16 2 sses of it- ave a festival—the first and M

- witne an : ‘
us the truth; and to be o that W€ € e the best provider.’ God ¢ "

ven $ , ar .
d[?wn - uj . :le;tfrf;le;ia provide for Usilzoc'ilisbelieves after this will ,, 0
of us—and a

. . up.
' . ou, but anyon€ ¥ ¢ on anyone else in the wor]g
1 will send it down £ ¥ hat 1 will not inflic y to people, “Take me 4

. ith unishment tha y did you sa‘ m
ished with 2 P ‘Jesus, sO1 of Bg,fgyhe will say, ‘May You be exalted! | WOU]y
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disbelie"edosalel’ieve in
- 0
dlSC!PleZS at We deVOten ”
witne £ Mary, €@

and those of them who

When God says, _ _ / ke

o b ol
t I had no - thou is with:

never say wha thin me, 8 seen—I told them on]y W}}:::

: | that is Wi :

known it: You know all wledge of things un »

You, You alone have tf::l l“i(Nngrship God, my _.Lorld al.]d YOYI-J ;”ul}(:)l;i Lwas a
You commanded me £0: time among them- Ever since K my soul, yg,
ness over them during my * You are witness to all things and jf Yoy
forgive them, You are the Almigh

alone have been the watcher OVer-th'eirF;'ou

3 he are-You.I' SerVantS: hful , .11 be ﬁ fr y
punish them, they en the trut w1 nefit from the;,
ced with flowing streams, there ,

. ‘ i o Day Wh
the Wise.’ God will S5 This s dens gra
truthfulness. They will have Garde %lr]em and they with Him: that is the
d earth and everything in the,

i is pleased with
remain for ever. God is P
supreme triumph.’ Control of the heavens an

belongs to God: He has power over all things.

10. Jonah
_Ih the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy

Alif Lam R4

T;Iléée afe;-fhé verses of the wise Book. Is it so surprising to people that We
have revealed to a man from among them that he should warn people, and give
glad news to those who believe, that they are on a sure footing with their Lord:

[Yet] those who disbelieve say,.‘This man is clearly a sorcerer.’

Your Lord is God who created the heavens and earth in six Days, then estab-
lished Himself on the Throne, governing everything; there is no one that can
intercede with Him, unless He has first given permission: this is God your Lord
s0 W9rshjp Him. How can you not take heed? It is to Him you shall all return—
that is a true promise from God. It was He who created [you] in the first place,
and He will do so again, so that He may justly reward those who believe and do
good deeds. But the disbelievers will have a drink of scalding water, and 2§”

nizing torment, because they persistently disbelieved.

8. Thi ;
This account of Jesus’ miracles is similar to

that found in apocryphal Christian accounts of

his childhood (the so-called infancy gospels) iR Ehisiontetis yolear:

1. Letters of the Arabic alphabet; their meal
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c,lc"lat : those who understand, |y, the Outatrye
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> on alight, deter-
Years and how to
Urpose; He explaing
truly o B and day, and in
Meet ){Jare Signs for those whe
it ands and are pleased wi,
ome becayge of Wh:’aymg no heed to Oy

d deed . t they used ¢ |
OW at thejr séet;el-r Lord wilj guide thenr? l?:c;aﬁ‘:;
. be to You, GOdl’lgl t!"e Gardens of Bliss. Their
¥ 't of their prayer, ‘Praise be to Goq, Lord of ltlingr{e;tiqg’ ‘l;eace,’ Andjthe
‘ orlds.’

m [they haye earned|

% S believe and do
slgns " _who be‘ - & g0o
85 F:-]qfaith- Streams ‘Wlll fl

eir mess people, We destroyed
e |
" but they refused to believe. This is ngers brought them clear

see how you would be : |
when_Our.clear revelations are recited ehave.

meet with Us 53> _‘Bi:-ing 5[}1'51 a different Qur'an, or change it.’ [Prophet], say,
qtis not for me to change it of my own accord; I only follow what is revealed to
me, for I fear the torment Qf an awesome Day, if I were to disobey my Lord.’
Say, If God'had so willed, I \n-rou-ld not have recited it to you, not would He
have made it knewn to you. I lived a whole lifetime among you before it came
tome. How can you not use your reason?” o ol it
Who could. be more wicked than someone who invents lies against God or
denies His revelations? Theguilty will never prosper. They worship alongside
God things that can neither harm not benefit them, and say, ‘These are our inter-
eessors with Ged.” Say, ‘Do you think you can tell God about something He
knows not to exist in the heavens or earth? Glory be to Him! He is far above the
partner-gods they-associate with Him! All people were originally one single com-
munity, but later they differed. If it had not been for a word from your Lord, the
preordained judgement would already have been passed between them regarding
their differences. They say, ‘Why has no miraculous sign been sent down to him
bom his Lord? Say [Prophet], ‘Only God knows the unseen, so wait—I too am
waiting.' No sooner.do We let people taste some mercy after some hards‘hq: has
dflcted them, than they begin to scheme against Our rgvc?latlons. Say, ‘God
Yhemes even faster.” Our messengers® record all your s‘cl.lemmg.-- ) N
“tis He who enables you to travel on land and sea until, =\fvhen you are sai 1ng}
 ships and Tejoicing in the favouring wind, a storm arrives: F\[;vfl?vest}tiomer:
¢ onboard from all sides and they feel there is no ,escap; f}r:is v:: fha}l
900, professing sincere devotion to Him, ‘If You save us Irom - |

& p pos £ 7 g PR ) rescnbed dally Pray'ers' . '.
Peateq m tgl:er; gor;lac:h:nggﬁntl}?eg ’ﬁvlz g That is, angels (in Greek, angeloi)

s m‘.ﬁ “:.“(, "
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gave them than, back on lang|

¢ .
oes H people! Your outrageoy, Ileh“y

d
! Yet no S()Oner ‘ t. ; : N
be truly thankful.” Y st all that 8 T Ceile enjoyment in thig

behave outrageously again Take you : ; C$e
. S, front you with ey, i
iour only works against yourselv‘bs and We shall con y 1 Ly yik,

; to L
life; in the end you will return _
you have done. t We send down from sky .

T ¢: rain thal - iy
The life of this world fmtlilekzat::l, from which hiﬁiﬁiﬂ?ﬁuﬂi? f:::dc?l. Bu:
absorbed by the plants  °% e ooy ﬂPPe“Fanc\%acommanded comes (g "
when the earth has taken oover it, then the fate ¥ fe. had not ourith:{ Lo, ,
ple think they have power duce it to stubble, as 1" . for thos h‘ o Just ¢
night or by day, tjn.d Were We explain the revelations Tor ¢ Ozeidw 10 reflecy,
day before. ".l‘hl's is the wazne] to the Home c?f Peace,hﬂnb sgt ; eb' Wlh()ever He
But God invites [every who did well will have the best reward ang p, -
will to a straight path. Those their faces: these are the

e will cover '
besides. Neither darkness nor sham As for those who did ey, cah

* m ‘n.
. . : re the ll re al o]0 . .
panions in Paradise, al:;tl?; s qual and humiliation will cover them—, ditp

evil deed will be requit h their faces were covered wig}, ..
. inst God—as thoug : _ veilg
m}tlflr):;:i(l:mtetcll‘::l:nigs?zg tthe: night. These are the inmates of the Fire, anq ther
cu | |
th:)y s:’::l[;zma;: gather them all together, We shall say to those who AsSociate
ors with God, ‘Stay in your place, you and your partner-gods.” Th,
partn ) and their partner-gods will say, ‘It was not us y,

Il separate them, s no
v‘yoisil;;pefi?-God is witness enough between us and you—we had no idea thy
you worshipped us.” Every soul will realize, then and there, what it did in ¢,

past. They will be returned to God, their rightful Lord, and their inventeg
ill desert them. - |

[ng-:;] [Vlgi-ophe (], ‘Who provides for you from the sky and the earth? Who ¢op.
trols hearing and sight? Who brings forth the living from the dead and the degq
from the living, and who governs everything?’ They are sure to say, ‘God.' Thep
say, ‘So why do you not take heed of Him? That is God, your Lord, the Truth,
Apart from the Truth, what is there except error? So how is it that you are dis-
suaded?’ In this way, your Lord’s word about those who defy [the Truth] ha
been proved—they do not believe. Ask them, ‘Can any of your partner-gods
originate creation, then bring it back to life again in the end?’ Say, ‘It is God
that originates creation, and then brings it back to life; so how can you be mis-
led?’ Say, ‘Can any of your partner-gods show the way to the Truth? Say, ‘God
shows the way to the Truth. Is someone who shows the way to the Truth more
}avorthy to be followed, or someone who cannot find the way unless he himself
is shown:? What is the matter with you? How do you judge?’ Most of them fol
low nothing but assumptions, but assumptions can be of no value at all against
the Truth: God is well aware of what they do.

Nor could this Qur'an have been devised by anyone other than God. It is a con-
firmation of what was revealed before it and y ] Y S ipture—
let there be no doubt about jt—it ; l{-' I e
say, ‘He has devised jt" > it is from the Lord of the Worlds. Or do the}
You, can besidevged 1tf 2, Then. produce a sura like it, and call on anyo™

¢ 1 you are telling the truth.* But they are denying what

4. This challen

. ge is based on lite s of
a single sura, rary merit: the Qur'an dares any poet to match the eloguen
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“heY whe Day He gathers them together, it wil] pe . -

Ont o longer than a single hour, a4 i ¢ as if they haye stayed [in th
"’“ﬂd]who denied the meeting with God | :Y will e

Those right guidance. Whether We |t you [Prophet]sers’ o they did no fol.

joW th:)Ve have threatened them with or €€ some of the pun;i
U y OF cay , punish-
5 Us: God 1; vsn»tness to what they do. ES:e r);osmt: n;he ‘[ﬁI"St], they will
engen . Whel"}fn va Ee‘“V;;ger comes, they will be judu:cllt}'{ il mes-
wronged. They ask, ‘When will this ged justly; they will

s
{lo:r b oy (Proph et], ‘[ cannot contro] g Promise be fulfilled, if what you say

rd knows best those

» even for a moment.’

e o Will you believe in j '
tually happens? It will be said, ‘Now [you believe], when [}::;:r;?;:)’u“:;z;lﬁ

> It will be said to the evild ‘ .

hasten it? IF will | evildoers, ‘Taste last . |

:(;IOUId youi be rewardEdfOl‘ anything but What you did?s, lng Punléhment. Why
They ask you [Prophet], ‘Is it true?’ Say, Yes, b |

' | y my Lord, it is trﬁe, and you
cannot escape it.” Every soul that has done evil, if it possessed all that is:on{he

earth, would gladly offer it as ransom. When they see the punishment, they
4l repent in secret, but they will be judged with justice and will not be
wronged. It is to God that everything in the heavens and the earth truly
belongs: God's promise is true, but most people do not realize it. It is He who
gives life and takes it, and you will all be returned to Him. e

Peaple, a teaching from your Lord has come to you, a healing for what is in
[your] hearts, and guidance and mercy for the believers. Say [Prophet], ‘In
God's grace and mercy let them rejoice: these are better than all they accumu-
late.’ Say, ‘Think about the provision God has sent down for you, some of
which you have made unlawful and some lawful.’ Say, ‘Has God given you per-
mission [to do this], or are you inventing lies about God?’ What will those
people who invent lies about Him think on the Day of Resurrection? God is
bountiful towards people, but most of them do not give thanks.

In whatever matter you [Prophet]| may be engaged and vx.rhatever part of thg
Qur'an you are reciting, whatever work you [people] are doing, we witness you
when you are engaged in it. Not even the weight of a 5peck.0f. dus‘_c in ».the e:flrth
:r-.sky escapes your Lord, nor anything lesser or greater: it is all wrlt}tlzﬁ :}l‘: _a
*arrecord, But for those whoare on God’s side there is no fear, nor s ey

Bieve. For those who believe and are conscious of God, for them there is good

"eWs in this [ : hanging the promises of
is life ' after—there is no changl :
ing iri Ene Tere let their words grieve.you

~that is truly the supreme triumph. Do not
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all who are in the heavens an : partner-gods; they aye OnU )

upon others beside God are not really 10 He who made the night , thay&)L

. . 1 - It lS .
lowmg assumptions and telling lies u can see—there truly are Sign ; Yo,
§

can rest in it and the daylight s© b€ YO )
'exalted! He is the Self-sufﬁ

for those who hear. , be |
They say, ‘God has children!” May He - th belongs to Him. Yoy, } Ciey,
One; every;hing in the heavens and the; « about God without an ¢ M
auth,ority to say this. How darﬁ Y?uvsei?; ;ielsn gbout God will not progpe, "le‘
dge? het], ‘Those who 1R et + The
cdge? Say [Prophet) Those W T jq bt then they will etum to U
W y hzll ke‘them taste severe PuniShment- ot Pefs ‘Mg ?Sp.hemy.
'T":l] theTnathe story of Noah.’ He said to hlf: PAEfOP e tog P§0Ph6f, if my Dreg
y | our cour , 5
! put my trust in God Agree o bout it—then carry out your decli)siztr?zr.
d fI‘Om

S1

s ot or secretive a
gods—do not be hesitant away, 1 have asked no reyq,

. o, . _ f YOU turn

me and give me no respite. But i ed
Nl . m commanded to be one of

you; my reward is with God alone, and I a those Whe

devote themselves to Him.” But they rejected him. We sayed him and thog, With
him on the Ark and let them survive; and We drowned those who denjeg Our
revelations—see what was the end of those who were forewaljned!
" Then, after him, We sent messengers to their peoples bringing ther, Cleg,
signs. But they would not believe in anything they hafi .already rejected: ip this
way We seal the hearts of those who are full of host'lllt)“ After them We senf
Moses. and Aaron with Our signs to Pharaoh® and his leading supporters but
they acted arrogantly—they were wicked people. When the truth came ¢, then
from Us, they said, ‘This is blatant sorcery.” Moses said, ‘Is this what yoy say
about the Truth when it comes to you? Is this sorcery? Sorcerers never pr.
per.’ They said, ‘Have you come to turn us away from the faith we found gy
fathers following, so that you and your brother can gain greatness in this lang;
We will never believe in you.” And Pharaoh said, ‘Bring me every learned sor-
cerer.” When the sorcerers came, Moses said: to them, ‘Throw down whatever
you have.” When they did so, Moses said, ‘Everything you have brought is sor-
cery and God will show it to be false. God does not make the work of mischief-
makers right; He will uphold the Truth with His words, even if the evildoers
hate it.” But no one believed in Moses except a few of his own people, for fear
that Pharaoh and their leaders would persecute them: Pharaoh was domineer-
ing in the land and prone to excess. . -~ . | |
Moses sa.jd',“l\;f[y people, if you have faith in God and are devoted to Him, put
your trust in Him.” They said, ‘We have put our trust in God. Lord! Do not
make us an object of persecution for the oppressors. Save us, in Your mercy.
from those who reject [Your message].’ We - . ’ - ;
Flouseyparnes lj o Fevnts ‘ilssage]- We revealed to Moses and his brother
: pe e1n : ; _ . S
the prager .in)Ve -Pood . eg‘i’}s)ttan hmake. thése,houses places qf w?rshlp, keep ”5
. v¢8 ws to the believers!’ And Moses said, ‘Our Lord, 10
have given Pharaoh and his chiefs splend d L life an
here they are, Lord, leadin th p. ' ?ur and wealth in this present y te
A , 'g others astray from Your path. Our Lord, obliter?

5. Compare Genesis 5.28-929. = 6. Compare Exodus 6.26-14.31
= xodus 6. A
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. WE orment.” God said, ‘YOO that they q,, n

it % g t .

dd:i agonl:zgand do not follow the pathr I;:rayers are azz‘teheve until they see

ght Couk the Children of Israe] Ot those ered, so Stay on the
we

t00 . S the se Y knOW.
in arrogance and aggress;q, But a. Pharaq

em
s"'.dve there 1S N0 G‘,)d except the one ¢
peli€ Him. ‘Now? When you had 5

Iways |, srael believe in, |

it t: We shall SaYe“’“l}’ yol’lr Corpse as g ; »nt » and a troublemasl:ler'
Todaie fail to heed O‘?r signs.’ We settled the g}ll'lo ol Posterity. A great many
ﬁppro vided good things as sustenance fo ;. (1. d;f " oflsrael in a good placz
* \tter .amor{g thV:?: only after knowledge

for 2 time- }Elad y(:lurilordﬁllled,- alll_ the people o ri)rld, and let them enjoy life
can you [Prophet] compel people to believe? No soul can hel:
S(;)Jd’s \:i.ilr and He brings-disgrace on those who do notl 1(1'::: ti)lzfil: ::azifp;: ,
1,00k at what is-in ‘Fhe heavens and on the earth.” But what use. are signg 'cihy(i
wamings to people’ who will: not believe? What are they waiting for but the
ishment that came to those before them? Say, ‘Wait then, T am waiting
wo. In the end We shall save Our messengers-and the believers. We take:it
upon Ourself to save the believers. .-~ . .~ .
[Prophet] say, ‘People, even if you are in doubt about my religion, I .do not
worship those youworship other than God, but I worship God whe will cause
you to die, and T am commanded to be a believer.’ [Prophet]; set your face
towards religion as'a man of pure faith. Do not be one of those who join part-
ners with God; do not pray to any other [god] that can neither benefit nor harm
yu: if you do, you will be one of the evildoers. If God inflicts harm on you, no
one can remove it but Him, and if He intends good for you, no one can turn
His bounty away; He grants' His bounty to any of His servants He will. He is
the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful. Say, ‘People, the Trut-h }.mscome :i)
you from your Lord. Whoever follows the right path follows it for his own good,
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12. ]oseph |
Giver of Mercy
In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy the

Alif Lam R
if Lam Ra at makes things clear—We hg,

i t
These are the verses of the SciP:UI:u (people] may un.derstafld. |
down as an Arabic Qur'an so thaty f stories in revealing this Qur an Yo,

We tel! you [ProPheZ] otfhti ot;zssvﬁo knew nothing about ;len:];]oseph i,
B.e fore thls, you.wereltzin amed of eleven stars a‘nd the sun]l E Moon; | Sty
ol Father,b frie me.’ and he replied, My son, te your rotherg oth.
.themfil}lligozei(:nor Et!h(:ey ma)’f plot to harm you—Satan is man’s swory ene
ing o ,

to interpret dreg J.
o will choose you, teach you ms,
This is about now yout Lort S House of Jacob, just as He perfecteq it, e:r.

perfect His blessing on you and thed Isaac:? your Lord is all knowing anq Wie.

lier on your forefathers Abraham an Joseph and his brothers for all seei<

lessons in the story of !
chier;hirir::lins said [to each other], Although we are many, Joseph and

we are—our father is cleay] i
his bro’ther are delfrer to,gilr ‘ E;}] ;;Stel;il: or banish him to another la)rlldf1 ;}:ﬁ
wron;f;ét }[,g-zea(t)fe:l;‘;?‘ f;-ll] l;e free to turn to you. After that you can pe tigh.
f:(;l:s.’_ [Another of them] said, ‘Do not kill Joseph, but, if you mlfSt> thr’OW him
into the hidden depths of a well where some caravan may pick him up.

They said to their father, ‘Why do you not trust us w?th Joseph? We wish by,
well. Send him with us tomorrow and he will enjoy hlmself.and play~—We will
take good care of him.” He replied, ‘The thought of you taking him away yig
you worries me: I am afraid a wolf may eat him when you are not paying attep.
tion.” They said, ‘If a wolf were to eat him when there are so many of us, we
would truly be losers!”

Then they took him away with them, resolved upon throwing him into the hid-
den depths of a well —We inspired him, saying, ‘You will tell them of all this [ata
time] when they do not realize [who you are]'—and at nightfall they returned to
their father weeping. They said, ‘We went off racing one another, leaving Joseph
behind with our things, and a wolf ate him. You will not believe us, though we
are telling the truth!’” and they showed him his shirt, deceptively stained with
blood. He cried, ‘No! Your souls have prompted you to do wrong! But it is best to
be patient: from God alone I seek help to bear what you are saying.’

Some travellers came by. They sent someone to draw water and he let down
h?s bucket. ‘Good news!’ he exclaimed. ‘Here is a boy!" They hid him like 2
piece of merchandise—God was well aware of what they did—and then sold
hlq}hfo;j a sm'all price, for a few pieces of silver: so little did they value him.

€ “gyptian who bought him said to his wife, ‘Look after him well! He m?/

be useful to us, or we ma d . h
in that land and later taught h-p "M as a son.” In this way We settled Jos<t

€ Sent 1t

1. Compare Genes h-
2. Isaac ic ’Inn,‘l_"s}‘s,‘?,?.g_-ll' - s o 1 rhD
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he reache Y, We gave I 1221
WheI; e wal'd |;l?08(‘:5 who do good, The Im JUdg ment and kn

pov *  seduce him:* she bolted the d whos owledge: this is

tl"ed t0 ‘SG od ‘forbid!‘ MY master hag bee‘:lors and gy; d ‘Ceohouse he was living

iedr = ode for him, and he wo|q R00d tg . -0 10 me,’ and he
4 i Sh.e mce f his Lord—We didu Hhave g, cuml:)‘Wl'()ngdoers never pros-
l:;n emder};im, for he was truly one Ogh(l)s' in order ¢ kie to her if he had not
aviﬂy ﬁo}‘: tore his shirt from behin d‘--aur Chosep sel'vanlt)s e%ﬁ and indecency
door/; ‘What, other than prison nd at the + ihey raced for the

, 0
o Painfy] Pm:)irsl:}::y met her hushand,

nour o8 ent, sh

B TA member of her_hOUSehol d Siour Wied but he gu; d,?;}li tl:f c;he

sed:t then it iS she 1:‘Vho lls telling the trygp, agﬁle;ted, It his shirt i torn af t}t,::
' 1s Iwvi ; e :

e backs then 20 Ko and he is telling ghe o'

ot ot the shirt was orn at the back, he said, ‘T Uth.” When the hushand

aW s treaCl}erY’ your treachery is truly great jo his is an .

[wife]r ask forglvel;eis f01: g Sirf__you have dénes\?\gg’ oNer

Som® womenh‘?mt c?)rf;t.lyms ald},, The governor's wife zgt i

el Love fOlf n mes her heart! |t i clear t rying to seduce her

»When she heard their malicious talk, she 0 us that she has gone

giving each of them a knife. She gaiq " Prepared a banquet and sent

for ther™ : I’-and when the Joseph, ‘Come out
rself to them! he women saw him, the and show

u - L . '
)[:aut)” a“d'chthe.n. han'fls,. ex‘:lf‘lm‘lng‘, Great God! H(Z c‘zgl:ots tt:mned by! e
ust be @ precious angel!’ She said, ‘This is the one you blamed © r?Ortal. He
seduce him and he wanted to remain chaste, me for. [ tried

R L but if he d
MMand now; .he will be put T prson and degraded.’ ]osep}?Ziigofhjllo Lw:r?it' {
would prefer prison to what these women are calling me to do. Ii,’ Yoz do n.ot

rect me from their treachery, I shall yield to them an ’

L:;}rd answered his prayer and protected him from their geiik:r;fﬁznigthﬁ:
All Hearing, the All Knowing.. © o

[n the end they thought it best, after seeing all the signs of his innocence
that they should: imprison him for a while. Two young men went into prism;
alongside him. One.of them said, ‘I dreamed that I was pressing grapes’; the
other said, ‘T dreamed that I was carrying bread on my head and that the birds
were eating it.” [They said], ‘Tell us what this means—we can see that you are
aknowledgeable man.” B, » o

He said, ‘I can tell you what this means before any meal arrives: this is part
of what my Lord has taught me. I reject the faith of those who disbelieve in
God and deny the life to.come, and I follow the faith of my forefathers Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. Because of God's grace to us and to all mankind, we
would never wership anything beside God, but most people are ungrateful.
Fellow prisoners, would many diverse gods be better than God the One, the
All Powerful? [No indeed!] All those you worship instead qf Him are mere
names you and your forefathers have invented; names for which God has sent
do'wn no sanction. Authority belongs to God alone, and He orders you to wor-

ter with wine; the other will be

Fello 4 = .
W prisoners, -one of you wil his mas
prisoners, -one of you will serve +d of the matter on

“ucified and the birds will peck at his head. That is the

3‘ r
_ COTﬂllf.-ll'e Genesis 39.7-41.45. -
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kn
' Joseph ¢aid to the on¢ he knew would 1,
‘Mention me to your master, of years
Joseph remained in prison for 2 numbezn th cows being eaten by Sevey, |
The king said, ‘I dreamed & .
ones; seven green ears of corm and [seven £ my dream.” They said The ! Yoy
; i meaning 0 ™ interpretation,’ but o1 Ca
confusing dreams and we are not mberegream | ohthe pr
oner who had been freed at last remer
‘Truthful Joseph! Tell us l;hzfn::if:;lzi d [S eVen] others '\l"iithel'ed, then [ezen
, » a
return to the People' to inform thell?. Joseprl;:;ld’ You o S€ven ¢ '
Store all that you ? . : _
little you eat. After that will come seven years oi{:"t haiﬂsaltll}}‘)dﬁ’};fh will Congy, :
all but a little of what you stored up for them; atter Me a year Wwhe,
The king said, ‘Bring him to me,’ but when tht? me]:senger came fo foy,
Joseph, he said, ‘Go back to your master and ask him about what happeyq .
th en wh .
Thoes' ii:;?sklld the women, ‘What happened when you tried to seduce | 0sephy
They said, ‘Go bad of him!" and the governor Wif'e
said -;‘Nov:f the truth is out: it was I who tried to seduce hlm—'—he is an hopeg,
’ for my master to know that I did not betray by
behind his back: God does not guide t chl . :
pretend to be blameless, for man’s very soulincites him to evil unless my Lorg
The king said, ‘Bring him to me: I will have him serve me personally,’ ang
then, once he had spoken with him, ‘From now on you will have cur trust ang
favour.’ Joseph said, ‘Put me
age them prudently and carefully.’ In this way We settled Joseph in that land
£ail to reward those who do good. The reward of the Hereafter is best for those
who believe and are mindful of God. =~
nized them—though they did not recognize him—and once he had given them
their provisions, he said; ‘Bring me the brother [you left with] your father’
You will have no more corn from me if you do not bring him to me, and you
will not be permitted to approach me.’ They said, ‘We shall do all we can to
s-ervaniis,'i‘ ‘Put their [traded] goods back into their saddlebags, so that they mé
recognize them when they go back to their family, and [be eager to] return.
any more corn, but send our brother back with us and we shall be given another
measure. We shall guard him carefully.’ He said, ‘Am I to entrust him to yo a

which you asked my opinion- Satan him forget to do this, ;:ve(]
d about €V | others withered. Counsellqy .. %
can interpret dreams, tell me the M€ led at
skll € [Joseph] and said, 1 Shall te"pl‘is.
Y()u
what this means. Give me€ leave t0 89 of seven fat cows being eaten |, 3
lean ones, seven green €ar
left in the ear, apart fr, ™
secutive years as usual. rom g
the people will have abundant rain and will press grapes.
o cut their h-ands—-‘-—m)’-LOrd knows all about their treachey, !
d forbid! We know nothing ba
- h said, ‘This was]
man.’ |Josep he mischief of the treacherous. [ g p,
shows mercy: He is most forgiving, most merciful.’
in charge of the nation’s storehouses: I shall man.
Jive wherever he wished: We grant. Our -mercy to whoever We will and do no
Joseph's brothers came* and presented themselves before him. He recog-
Have you not seen me giving generous measure and being the best of hosts’
persuade his father to send him with us, indeed we shall.’ Joseph said to his
 When they returned to their father, they said, ‘Father, we have been denie
I dld his bﬁother b_efore?L God is the best guardian and the Most Merciful of the

4, Con.lpare Genesis 42.3-46.7,
5. Benjamin, Joseph's full brother; his other brothers had different mothers.
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3 l. th
rt“fu turned to them and they (. 1 (oS they g;
::J beel; re " our goods have been'r::::; eiather! W;S:lovered that
b'r‘cl' ]-ol d[ . we sha]l keep our bmthel_ safe to

their gOods

eed
e shalllm more [goods to

S.
h extra measure » We Shall get corn f,
].o'»"‘E grallt‘"a“ SO eagi be ent; or our
‘Hosd Ofvou‘ not unless you swear beaslly achieved! , e:}“slt!ed‘to another cam,-
it wit.l'l i,umanly possible.” Then, w¥1 that yo,, will ba]-d, | \tvill never send

Lis words are entrusted to Gog f’!n they had given }?"8 hln_m back to me
aaid re—use€ different gates. But | car.ln}::2 hsaid, My sons 1310 tr}:;::r Pledge, he
apega God?s hands. I trust in Hi elp You against the wille::;% (:;l blgi

;@

_ ¢ 1S n g m; let eve
:,odwe:‘ hen d'fey enterﬂ! as their father had toléy?}?e put their trust ip Him,’

: €m, it did
: ot the Will © Y satisfied a wig}, , not help them
¥ ll:as;d taught him, though most People do ey, of Jacob's. He knew well what
hen they presented themselves befor

No[hers . - the caravan! Y i ’

B What have v Pl 0 ou are thieves!” and
an X you lost?' They replied, ‘The king's drinkir?g-

get a camel-load [of grain|,’ and,

my word.’ They said, ‘By God! You must know that we did not come

e yOU
1 glve’):’ - chief m your land: we are no thieves.’ They asked them, ‘And if w

are lying, what penalty shall we apply to you?’ ’ N

: » you?’ and they answered
The alty will be [the eflslavement of] the person in whose bag the cup is
found: this i§ how we punish wrongdo?rs.’ [Joseph] began by searching their
then his brother’s, and he pulled it out from his brother's bag.
™ 1is way We devised a plan for Joseph—if God had not willed it so, he
could not have detained his bl:other as a penalty under the king's law—We
ice the rank of whoever We will. Above everyone who has knowledge there is
the One who 15 all knowing. |
(His brothers] said, ‘If he is a thief then his brother was a thief before him,’
but Joseph kept his secrets and did not reveal anything to them. He said, ‘You
are in a far worse situation. God knows best the truth of what you claim.’ They
wid, ‘Mighty governor, he has an elderly father. Take one of us in his place.
” can see that you are a very good man.’ He replied, ‘God forbid that we
chould take anyone other than the person on whom we found. our property:
that would be unjust of us.” When they lost hope of [persua'dm?,] him, they
vithdrew to confer with each other: the eldest of them said, ‘Do you n0§
remember that your father took a solemn pledge from you in the name ot G0
iled i r duty with regard to Joseph? I will not leave

and before that you failed in your duty oo f __He is the best
this land until my father gives me leave or God decides for me

i ‘ - “Your son stole. We can only tell
Jrder—s0 go bac to yous father agigs:i);;st the unforeseen? Ask in the town

u what . How could we guar i
Y:he: Wewh(il ‘52“{) & e;:,w ask the people of the caravan we travelled with: we are
telling the truth.”’ | | | But it is

Their father said, ‘No! Your souls have Pl'ompted you 0 (}1; Wﬁﬁ% is the All
best Lo : o all of them back to me—rie d h!

to be patient: may God bring all 0 hem, saying, ‘Alas for ]osep‘ -
Kl.wwmgs the All Wise, and he turned away ﬁgl | They said, ‘BY
His eyes went white with grief and he was$ h, or even
God! Yoy will ruin your health if you do not $
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efore God. I have k"OWled

. ;orrow f Josepl . NC
die.’ He said, 'l plead my gnlef and 5 d seek news o0 J ph and hl&; br() ()rn

. go an sspair of God'e
God ihaogoudsnsl haV&.M-V sons, & : disbel‘ievelji)c;;;]:u: I;):-y( :ds Moy,
and do not despair of God hted "hemselves l""{le:,ily We have bmli.i| Mgy,
, resen ur ' It
Then, when they p flicted us andr(;. Be charitable to us: Gogq rem,l

vernor, misfortune has altii® asu : N
lgi(t)tle merchandise, but gifi; ui JEIL?\: realize w‘h&cllt Y(ggu({;ld itobjef)izl.)h Q d;ﬂ*
the charitable.” He Sald»‘ (:)fant?’ and they cried God has bee oy, 'drs
brother when you were BT0L o i g my brother: ot B8 et R,
Joseph?' He said, ‘1 am Jofﬁz, who is min ul Ol‘:BGOG (E:d' éod re;sl; In _ad\’ersn?,
r}f: GOda?‘do:SOIE(:;l g::):vﬁ;::)ydo 60 d, ‘By God: fly did g,

e rew

 They sai e
i;‘] the wyrongl’ but he Sald, You “"i“ h drﬂllr
and we Wer .: He is the Most Mercitul of the n hy

you over all of us o . .
reproaches today. May God.forgn;eri’ly father's face: he will recover | Sit‘rﬁ;.
ful. Take my shirt and lay it ove 8ht,

: k to me.’ .
Then bring your whole famllc)l’ Ima‘;ted, their father said, You may thini ¥y
van €Cp d, ‘By God! You are gj|j

Later, when the cara “hut [people] sai log ;
senile bt.lt I Fan S;nzll: r{‘;f;ﬁ;fﬁiﬁ th[:) bearer of goodhnews.é:al.ne' and Plzzéd
that old luusmn](;cf)b’s face, his eyesight retqrned and ::’ said, "Did | p, te]
the shlrf 0}‘1‘ to knowledge from God that you do not' have?” The [E)l‘ OtherS] Said,
o that ka(‘;ed to forgive our sins—we Were truly in tbe wrong. He repligq
Father, as L?;rd to forgive you: He is the Most Forgiving, the Most Mercify
shall ask rr;ly they presented themselves before Joseph, he drew his parep o

.Later, w %n ngcl:)ome to Egypt: you will all be safe here, God willing‘\and
him—he said, rone. They all bowed down before him and he gy

took them up to [his] th hat dream I had long ago. My Lord has myg,

. . p t
‘Father. this is the fulfilment of Lor
it 2ome’ true and has been gracious to me—He released me from prison ang He

brought you here from the desert———aft.er Sat:fm §0wed discord !xetweer.l me ang
my brothers. My Lord is most subtle in achlewng what He wiil: .He is the Al
Knowing, the Truly Wise. My Lord! You l.lave given me authority; You hay
taught me something about the interpretation of dreams; .Creator of the heav-
ens and the earth, You are my protector in this world and in the Hereafter. Let
me die in true devotion to You. Join me with the righteous.’

This account is part of what was beyond your knowledge [Muhammad]. W
revealed it to you: you were not present with Joseph'’s brothers when they made
their treacherous plans. However eagerly you may want them to, most men vil
not believe. You ask no reward from them for this: it is a reminder for all people
and there are many signs in the heavens and the earth that they pass by and give
no heed to—most of them will only believe in God while also joining others with
Him. Are they so sure that an overwhelming punishment from God will not fl
on them, or that the Last Hour will not come upon them suddenly when they
least expect it? Say, ‘This is my way: based on clear evidence, I, and all who.fol‘-
low me, call [people] to God—glory he to God'—I do not join others with Hi™

All the messengers We sent before you [Muhammad] were men to whom 1¢
made revelations, men chosen from the people of their towns. Have the [disbe
lievers] not travelled through the land and seen the end of those who We’?s
before them? For those who are mindful of God, the Home in the Hereafter!
better. Do you [people] not use your reason? When the messengers lost io
hope and realized that they had been dismissed as liars, Our help cam¢
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¥ ehol ¥ ho believe,
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'
[ C

unt of vour Lord's grace tow
cco .

. i an &C¢ Lord secvetly, saving, ‘Lord, my bones haye weakened and my
‘ﬂ"s!l to his but never, Lord, have | ever praved to You in vain: 1 fear
htcf ashen grey: [will do] when | am gone, for nmy wife is harren, $0 grnnt‘
pai¥ ;s mv kinsmen ift from You——to he my heir and the heir of the family of
Wt] cessor—2 E-m well pleasing [to You | "Zachariah, We bring\ynu good
me? Sl;‘ords make Ol me Wil be John—We have chosen this name for no om;
““ob;’f.a son “'hos.z n‘?_.ord. how can | have a son when my wifc.is lmrr(:n, l&\l/:“
.‘ him.” H e.s;ll-ie said, This is what your Lord has said: *I is easy for Me:
Mf()lf and fl'all‘ ‘ u were nothing befort‘.' '_ ' ] h . l\hll‘
jam ojt:l vou. though yo Lord.  He said, "Your sign is that you will not I’ anl’u-
] dcasald ‘Give me & Q%}?!"Ee full [days and] nights.' He went out giath‘i i:‘g-
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