“ W UNDOCUBUS. No Papers, No Fear: Ride for Justice,
Phoenix, Arizona, 2012 (Photographer unknown)
P47 Deportation programs, controversial laws, Immigration
. and Customs Enforcement (ICE) harassment, silent raids,

" and detentions define the recent undocumented immi-

grant experience. On July 29, 2012, the UndocuBus, of
" the No Papers, No Fear campaign, embarked on a journey
" from Phoenix, Arizona, to Charlotte, North Caroling, site

" of the Democratic National Convention. The two-month
onfronted power and raised awareness about

o o e e bus tour ¢
40 ' antiiimmigration policies.The riders were undgcumented
1 s and unafraid’ people from all over the country, includ-

f;,‘ 4 b .
2 ing people going through deportation proceedings.
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werful illustration of the key organizing strate.
P of storytelling is the DREAMers, the young un.
o amen ted immigrants who have grown up in

states and want to attend college, drive, work,
the United States. Their courageous actions
a language of humanity that is reshaping
e science and sparking change in our nation’s
pub[’F Through telling our stories, we learn about our-
poﬁcreS- {0 ntagious “we” is created; the storytellers
selves hemselves and give courage to others to take

orm
W’?Sz Through stories we teach each other how to orga-
gction.

e for change: _ _

mze;ere is much to change in the unconscionable way
migrants are treated in this land—where all but the na-

im

ve peoples aré immigrants—and with their stories, the
tiv

DREAMers aré leading the way.

¢ United
d thrive mn

gre recld ming

llegal—that’s how more than eleven million people
who live, work, and attend school in the United States

have been branded.
Deported——that’s the fate of more than two million

people under the Obama administration, which hunted
down, imprisoned, and deported as many undocument-
ed citizens in its first five years as were deported from the
United States in the entire twentieth century.
Denied—that’s what happens to the three million
children of undocumented immigrants in the United
States when they attempt to attend college. Barred from
financial aid or in-state tuition at public universities, a
generation of immigrants has had its dreams deferred.
In the years since 9/11, the United States, a nation
of immigrants, has targeted this generation of immi-
grants—especially people of color—who work and live
within its borders and who enrich our culture. Unlike the
European immigrants who were fortunate enough to
get visas and were welcomed at Ellis Island in New York
and elsewhere following World War li, the discourse about

mmigration today too often is dominated by demands

for b, :
forh:ghe, fences, longer jail terms, and harsher penalties

or the people caffed “illegal”

J immigrants aro
rooted in past struggles.

They took g long walk,

Gaby Pacheco, and ¢ ;
g arlos Roa, all in thei :
set out from their hom In their early twenties,

esin Miami. They declared tha
tthe
would walk fifteen hundred miles to the White House olr:

a Trail of DREAMs. Their goal, like DREAMers around the
ciuntry, was to brmg u'ndocumented youth out of the
shadows, Pfl otest their plight as second-class citizens, stop
the separation of families and the deportations, and rally
support for the DREAM Act.

In Florida, these Trail of DREAMs walkers met fearful
migrant workers on farms. In Georgia, they confronted
the Ku Klux Klan and dared a racist sheriff to arrest them.
In town after town, they were joined by undocument-
ed immigrants who “came out” and marched alongside
them, revealing the depth and breadth of the immigran
community. _

The students marched in T-shirts emblazoned with tt
slogan “ndocumented and Unafraid," a courageous h’ :

o ; €
lying cry of the immigrant rights movement. Everyw

they went, they told their stories, publicly declaring th

undocumented status. |
At the White House, surrounded by throngs of s
dent Barack Obamatos

Presi
orters, they ch allenged e
Zeportations, pushed for passage of the DREA

e
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le who
gave hope to all the young undocumented peop

g . .
were hidden in plain sig o '

In 2011, Pulitzer Prize-winning joumahjted i
nio Vargas publicly declared his undo'i’t‘m;zzme o ted
Times Ma . :

a cover story for the New York o e has el

the Trail of DREAMs walkers: “Thei

. . 1 ,
me,” he wrote in the Times. at of the p,es,'dentlal

in the he
in early June 2012, in t . : e
campaign undocumented activists occu,.med Pcr;; .
Obama’s campaign offices in a dozen Cmi-SA;jAd
that he stop deportations andenact the DR .

The immigration conversation sor?n abru;)tly atzr:f
a leap forward. On Junée 15,2012, President Obam o
nounced that authorities would no longer deport cé an
DREAM Act-eligible undocumented you'th. Il.‘ was arl ;]r:;
portant victory in the larger struggle forimmigrant rights.

Five months later, Obamawona landslide reelection, win-

ning 71 percent of the Latino vote.

In early 2013, the New York Tim :
an editorial that the United States was experiencing 'an
“iImmigration Spring"—reminiscent of the Arab Spring
pro-democracy movement that had transformed the
Middle East in 2011. “It has been amazing this year to
watch immigration reform, that perennial train wr eck
of an issue, keep rolling forward without losing steam or
blowing up.?

Even the fundamental language of the immigration
conversation changed. In April 2013, the Associated Press
announced it would no longer use the term “illegal immi-

grant” in news stories, following a concerted campaign
led by Colorlines publisher Rinku Sen and numerous im-
migrant rights groups to “drop the i-word.”

In November 2014, with Congress having failed to
enact immigration reform, President Barack Obama an-
nounced that he would circumvent Congress and use
executive action to protect nearly half of the estimated
eleven million undocumented immigrants from deporta-
tion and offer them temporary legal status.

Years of organizing by countless individuals and or-
ga'nizations brought the immigrant rights struggle to
this turning point. Millions of undocumented immigrants
cmelhgs dsoci :c - t}r’a ;v; decl::red that Fhere is a limit,
Bouened et . Basta! gn?ugh is enough! Un-

s attended trainings to tell their sto-

¢ Jose Anto-

es pronounced in

ry and move people to action. Groyp S
Dream grew from seven chapters jn 2008

ity
four years later. With their bold ang ”Sk;oa s;x.t “:J:t‘:
DREAMers have harnessed the power of thisc,:,'ons‘ V°uns
impel a transformation. o\,ememt?J
This is the story of one group of ORes
movement fighting to make their dreqmy , rea,?" it
telling their story, they declare their humanityia' Tave)

others in the fight to win fundamentq) change enry)
“THERE 1S POWER WITHIN QUR STORY"

Gaby Pacheco has an easy smile that bel;
resolve. The self-assured young woman stri
microphone to address an audience during
DREAMs walk.

“I've been in the United States since | Was seygn
years old in 1993, when | emigrated from Ecuadory
my family and settled in Miami, Florida. | congige, my.
self to be an all-American girl. | was part of the ROTC
program during high school, and after graduatigy
wanted to enlist in the Air Force. Because of my un-
documented status, | could not. But I went to college
and now hold a bachelor’s degree in special education,
There are many others like me!

Pacheco is one of the lucky ones. As a top high
school student, she qualified to attend a tuition-ree
program at Miami Dade College. But she watched
her sister and brother were forced to abandon the
dreams of getting a college education because ofte
simple fact that they were not American citizens and
could not get financial aid or in-state tuition atlocalcot
leges. Pacheco was thrilled to be in college. But every
time she went home to her family, she was reminded
that this dream was still beyond reach for many othe

undocumented immigrants. .

Undocumented people often live in sil I
fear. Pacheco saw unmarked white vans from.")'s't
migration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) cruﬁ";g |
neighborhood. She heard about how ey **
up at a house and whisk away people I t:zw 0
night. She knew that immigrants enJOYEdo anted
basic rights that American citizens ?ook 3 d|acked
Her neighbors were detained in prisons tation pr
access to attorneys. Midnight raids, 4¢P

s a Ste 61
des to the

ence ¢
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ken from children—are all daily threats for the
ts 1a

= reefused to be silent. “In eighth grade |
Pach: cision that | was going to start telling peo-
ade 3 etus and my situation because | felt that | was
le my staI one,she recounts. “And if there were other
not the 07 Yme Aqaybe someday I'll figure it out how to
eOP"? I|k€tus ’So in high school ... friends came to tell
fix thelrifey |;ad a secret. They would say, I'm just like
me fhafl don't have papers either”
R ontinues, “In the work that I've done as an ac-
.She cing able to reach that point of liberation and
tivist, be s feaF the what-ifs—what if immigration
not have 7 you?_aHOWed me at a very young age to
cometsat: 2xampie to the country and other DREAMers
th :ihere is power within our story.”
tha hen Pacheco enrolled at Miami Dade College, she
ma:\e,a vow to everyone who had confided their immi-
gration status in her.”l put my hand on [my ﬁ.rSt callege]
schedule and | made a promise that] wasgeing to ﬁgh.t
50 that other people [would] have tP:e same opportuni-
ty | had been given to goto college:

PUNISHMENT—AND RESISTANCE

Pounding on the door awakened the Pacheco fami-
ly at 6:00 a.m. on July 26, 2006. It was the moment that
every undocumented immigrant family dreads.

swarms of heavily armed ICE agents were looking
for the young woman who had dared to speak out.
They found her family instead. ICE agents marched Pa-
checo’s parents and sisters out of the house, put them
into a windowless white van, and took them to the local
Department of Homeland Security building.

Her sister called her from the booking center.“Gaby,
they want me to tell you that we should thank you for
what is happening to us,” she said through sobs.

Gaby was hysterical. She remembers, “That was just
one of the hardest things | had to hear”

Gaby immediately went to the Department of
Homeland Security processing center. “What | negoti-
ated was that | was not going to talk to the media any-

more and that | was not going to continue to do what
Iwas doing. And under those conditions he let me go’’

Th'e agent announced, “I'm
90ing to let your family go
but they're 90ing to stil| gc;
through the deportation
ation process”

The ICE officer got what

he was really after: silence,

Midnight raids,
deportation, par-
ents taken from
children—are q||

and immigr

Or 50 he thougts daily threats for the
"That really was what ~ UNAOCUmMented.
Spurred a different type of

b

ﬁg E: won:;—s:\)w ﬁtake\tsfeoerdmy family” 'Pacheco says. That
s of the Trail of DREAM;.

Pacheco responded to the threat the way she knew
bestf she organized. She was the student government
president at Miami Dade College and founder of a cam-
Pus group, Students Working for Equal Rights. When
the Pacheco family was supposed to report to the offic-
es of the Department of Homeland Security to receive

their final deportation decision in 2008, Gaby deter-
mined they would not go alone.

With Students Working for Equal Rights, Gaby orga-
nized a march from Miami Dade College to the immi-
gration courthouse. Hundreds of undocumented youth
and their allies, all wearing black T-shirts emblazoned

with the word “Undocumented; protested in front of
the courthouse.

Armed ICE agents stood in front of the building in
a show of force. The traditionally quiet undocument-
ed youth were shouting: “We're not afraid! We're un-
documented! We're standing together to fight for our
people!”

Pacheco stood, chanted, and marveled at the sight
around her. The authorities wanted her and her family
to go quietly. Instead, they aroused a sleeping giant.

"It was just the most beautiful thing, she says. The
protest helped buy time for her family, whose deporta-
tion was delayed when the judge didn’t show up. Sev-
eral other Miami Dade College students, including Juan
Rodriguez and Felipe Matos, were also at that protest.

“That entire experience of being able to put myself
out there and stand in front of ICE agents at the H’or:\fe—t
land Security building with my ‘Undocurr}ented za:‘rs

...really transformed me as a leader; R?drlguzsfeo\(er-‘
Like Pacheco, Rodriguez went from bemg sfot " rc)‘osal
to outspoken, from in the shadows to out 0

4—
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BWHY I RIDE (El porqué
yo viajo). Julio Salgado,
Berkeley, California, 2012
There are many faces and

experiences of immigration.

Julio Salgado’s poster series
€xposes the many stories
behind the lives of those
who risk everything to work
in the United States and
labor under conditions of
exploitation. Julio believes
undocumented immigrants
should be leading and
Onstructing the narratives
of their own struggle. Why /
tide exposes the reasons for
:hallengfng unfair depor-
a‘tions and aims tg build
Nigrant political power,

"I am riding for Justice.

undocumented Tife in

DOCUBUS:

npamenereeda.are EL PORQUE

- P NOVIAYD.

. “Quiero poner en practica lo que ef aprendido y g
con gente de otras Cludades para que conozcan gy dexe:hn:
Una comunidad informada es una COmunidad amyg;

i R iy

30 n 4 hgymﬂdei
“Ya estoy cansada de vivir en las sombras. e

DOCUBUS:

hif!
i
“I'm doing this for my parents. hl naw o

i
me here. To let them know ot !

-Leticia al

DOCUBUS:

|

Scanned with CamScanner



ooy QEEL and | “lohagoparap ﬁnverlaautodetennmac:on de las
dades, exponer los abusoes en centros de detencio
mmlllllﬂ : wmﬂglllflummegira; justicia para nuestras fam':{:gs :

Marigy, ’EEﬁ“do : 5 § DdﬁﬁBUSf,.

f f |Il BRLL A A s [“L i ?
lear p, apersnofear.0rg - _ Nopapersnofez
miedo!,g{g , mpa:gfesysmmledu ﬂr£ Yoi)volih‘?g[ _smme\ il l‘l-,::

“I'm doing it hecause l am tlred
of the separation of families.”

-Angel

DOCUBUS:
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day when his
t start of his se-
chool in Hollywood,
science and planned

.oy year at A
nior =5 excelled i mat = er. The sON of a farm
the Amer-

u get

es of the gov-

m:in the ey
e it entitled to

ahead.
was just one pro
an, so he wasnh

ernment, he wasn't Americ
dream here.
Juan Rodri

piain 1995. Colom
U.S. military aidint
was a front line in the U.

bians to flee their cou
's family wou

mily fled violence-torn Colom-
s the thi rd-largest recipient of
he 1990s (after Israel and Egypt). It
5. drug war, which forced many
ntry and come to the Unit-
Id become another

qguez’s fa
bia wa

Colom
ed States. Rodriguéz

statistic in that war.

One day, armed gunmen showed up at the home

of Rodriguez’s family in Colombia. It was a warning.
Within twenty-four hours, twelve members of his family
boarded planes and flew to Miami, where they settled.
Another U.S-backed war had blown back to our shores:
the members of the Rodriguez family were now undoc-

umented immigrants.
During his senior year of high school, Rodriguez

visited his guidance counselor. Her office was adorned

with posters for colleges from around the country. Peo-

ph? told him he was destined to attend a prestigious

Lfmversity. The guidance counselor welcomed him in-

side and posed a simple question: “What is your immi-
gration status?”

There was jUSt one Rodriguez, who prid-
roblem: inthe i ed himself on his ability to
S yes solve tough math prob-

egovernment,  lems, was stumped, *| hag
> Wasn't Ameri o 1dea what any of
Ican, y thOSE

' S Were," h re

led to d[’eam here them before”

d his father for the documents so b

and aske ' = -
.« guidance counselor and cont; oy

show his 9 tinue D\alrmind
9

for college-
“You have to go back and tell them that
YQu d()nr

have any of those things/’ replied his father whe
' Spe

long days picking fruit in Florida.
Rodriguéz returned to his guidance Counsey
or an

reported what his father told him. The COleg
plied bluntly, “If you don't have these doc“mentsor fe.
it means that you're an illegal and you're not SUp’ then
to be in the country. You're probably neyer g;osed
be able to go to college because these d°CUmenn
required. You should think about what yo Wantts are
when you become an adult so you can go back t(:o do
home country and pursue your education there your
Rodriguez was shattered. His grades fe|| .an
top it off, his father was arrested for driving V(lith d to
license—a common problem, since most states Wi‘;“‘l a
grant a driver’s license to undocumenteq beople not
double whammy of losing his college hopes and. The
ing his father in jail sent the high school senjor int:,e:-
n

emotional tailspin.
*Finding out that my father wasn't going to be ah
able

to atter‘d my graduation just completely destroyed an |
desire. in m'e to want to even attend,’ he recounts thy ﬂ
emotion still evident in his voice. Rodriguez Ultim’ateie
graduated fifth out of a class of five hundred. '
Rodriguez learned that his guidance counselor had
.been wrong: his strong high school performance ual-
ified him to attend the honors program at Miami cl;ad
College at reduced tuition. He became president of the
college’s student government and led a campus im e
grantﬁrights group. But he was especially moved byr::;
experience in 2008, when he protested at the offices of
thfe Department of Homeland Security to stop the im-
mln:.\nt deportation of Gaby Pacheco’s family.
. tThhea; rz::r::al?hn really radicalized me because it
oy Shirtset : ;t our organization ordered'Undoc-
bl o e able to conquer the fear that we
gin.

the F:ioedr:g:setzr;'?d Pacheco became close friends aftef
take to chan em: . They.taiked about what it woud
and their famgil' the immigration system so that thef
ing arrested ies were not in constant danger of t{e-

&d and deported. They knew about the tact®

t
Nt
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educatio”™
he United States i :
pany workers come tOdt i haveefs ": S:jearch of jobs, U.S-backed wars c
) e u T— i ;
orc’i“—"mendly o ff_? d: Agreement (N::TAmlgratton, Particularly in CEntr:|mbmed With more recent cor-
eTra an )
Fre }and 2004 Central American, Free Tr:dso:th s The o3
€ Agreement have resul
t-

North American ; ;
ning poverty and widespread job loss in Central and South A
merica,

edindeePe
,,ChenchO"A'as was a formen: Salvadoran priest who worked for the poor in E|
scar Romero, the Catholic leader who was murdered in 1980 for sidin 'S:‘lvador o onasde Areh-
human rights abuses by the Salvadoran government, which was aliggn\t:gt 'the il
an families and the U.S. government. Alas said that “free trade” would ::lth e et
O more harm to Central

Il the years of U.S. wars there. His warning has proved prophetic

José
pishoP
denouncing
jest galvador

America than a
o the case of Mexico, where the extreme rural poverty rate was 35 Percent before NAFTA but
ut soared to 55

k
;aercent in 1996-98, following NAFTA's implementation.? NAFTA removed many of the tariffs and i :
tions that protected small farmers in Mexico, allowing large U.S.-based multinational companies“\::?r; '95'“" y
govemment subsidies, unfettered access to Mexican markets. (See Paulina Helm-Hernandez's s"(or ‘icn Crte\cewe
One result: Mexico went from importing 30,000 tons of pork in 1995 to importing 811,000 to:s of ?T‘ﬂ
2010, causing a loss of some 120,000 Mexican jobs in that one sector alone.* Many of tho'se pig farmefs \:ve‘:t

1).
from supporting themselves and their families in Mexico to being undocumented workers in pork factories in

North Carolina.®
For immigrants fleeing poverty and starvation, there is almost no alternative.“The globalization of capital ...

has produced its corollary—the globalization of labor;’ journalist Juan Gonzalez writes. “The wealth gap be-
tween the developed countries and the Third World has . . . fueled unprecedented mass emigration to the

United States and Western Europe, as displaced peasants and impoverished workers seek a share of the torrent
__The result has been a dramatic ethnic and racial transformation of the

of profits flowing to the rich nations. .
working classes of Europe and the United States.”
From One War Zone to Another

How are immigrants received once they arrive in the United States?
U.S.-backed wars at home. Others flet

Many immigrants from EI Salvador, Honduras, Haiti, and Colombia fled ‘
_Mexico border, another war zone. Heavily arme

US.-imposed economic warfare, only to arrive at the u.s.
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E GREAT M IG RATI 0 N (continued)
. | the air and ground ; 1.
emboldened with new powers since 9/11, prov:/ e alrand g ; it —— N ,‘
Border Patrol agen_tsf U.S. Border Patrol has more than doubled in size ecade, from 10 i "
Texas, and California. ‘l:e .S. >
0 today.
2002 to over 21,00 |
licies were implemented in 2006 that target undocumented immigrant
olic de |
':ls F ost notorious programs is the Secure Commu.nme:e, Act-. This law S
employers. Among the m laws—previously the domain of federal immigration and Custo
of rounding up “criminal aliens.” By 2014, Secyre Co Mun;
itigg

; force immigration
police to en
bling them to arrest people on the pretext ime has been zero/ reported th
enabiing but“the program’s effect on crime has ' reportedithe New vory gy,
dent Obama announced that he was ending the % es.
Cure

i ts
had resulted in 250,000 arrests, !
On November 20, 2014, after much pressure, Presi

In addition, nuUMEero - d i
28 logy,
ms agems\

Communities program.
in 2013-14, nearly seventy thousand unaccompanied children, many s:ntdby parients who were desperate .
have their klids escape violence and joblessness, crossed the southern border, only to be SUmmarily depo;ted

once they were apprehended.
The crusade against undocumented residents peaked under President Barack Obama; deportations .
a record 1.5 million people in his first term alone, averaging more than one thousand deportationg Per days

The vast majority of people detained on immigration charges are not criminals, but they are subjected to tred
ment normally reserved for mass murderers. On any given day, some three hundred immigrants are held in 5.
Wwildly

itary confinement in bathroom-sized windowless cells. The Times editorializ.ed that this treatment Was “
inappropriate” and that immigrants are held in “a ramshackle network of private and public lockups, Pronetg
abuses and lacking legally enforceable standards for how detainees are treated.”

A driving force behind the immigration detention business is private companies who profit from it. |n 2012,
the U.S. government spent more than $1.7 billion on detaining immigrants. About half of immigrants being
detained in the United States in 2009 were held in facilities owned by private companies, according to Deten.

tion Watch Network." Those companies, such the Corrections Corporation of America and the GEO Group (see
more about these companies and the role of the for-profit prison industry in perpetuating mass incarceration

in Chapter 3), spend lavishly to keep their prisons full: from 1999 to 2009, the private prison industry spent over
$20 million to lobby Congress. Prison industry lobbyists have even drafted model anti-immigrant state legisla-
tion that, with the help of the American Legislative Exchange Council, which is funded by corporations and the
billionaire Koch brothers, has been introduced in Arizona and around the country."

For years, private prison firms have played a critical role in shaping public policy around immigration de-
ention, pursuing the bottom line at the expense of basic civil rights and taxpayer dollars,’ says Emily Tucker,

etention Watch Network’s director of policy and advocacy.”2
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¥ B 1070: WE WILL NOT COMPLY

J \ .0 N7

B STOP JUAN CROW.
Favianna Rodriguez,
Oakland, California, 2012

Arizona's anti-immigrant
bill, SB 1070, signed into
law in April 2010, legalized
racial profiling in the state.
In Stop Juan Crow, artist
Favianna Rodriguez draws
a link between the Jim
Crow laws that enforced
racial segregation of Af-
rican Americans after the
Civil War (that ended with
the civil rights movement)
to the racism faced by
Latinos today. The interna:
tional migrant rights cam
paign We Will Not Com;_)\'
opposes the oppressiv
legislation and demanc
full human rights for ¢
people living in the sta!
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jed labor union that
thers.
i t workers and 0
‘ahts for migran : e
g at Har
o . ment and advised the 2008

Kerae 4 5Ch‘;f> non grassroots organizing strategy. Iz
Obam:ac;rzso, ??odriguez, and Felipe Matos atteg:iea :
tzrg?ngi‘ngs run by Ganz, Joy Cushman of t:i Irt\lyeévhanz e'
nizing Institute, and the Center forComm

roups that train progressive movemerlt orga mzelr;. "
’ Ganz advised the activists that their story cou

their most potent tool for social chang.e:_ “Put telhn%
your story as a central piece of the organlzmg‘prc.Jchess.
He taught them the critical parts of storytelling: ‘ow
to transform their personal story into a call to action,

moving from “me”to “we" to “now.”
# remember particularly describing how [Chavez

and the farm workers] thought up our 1966 march from
Delano to Sacramento,’ Ganz says. The idea of a march,
with roots in the farm workers'struggle, resonated with

the immigrant youth.
The Center for Community Change trainings helped

mobilize networks that were just forming. In Decem-
ber 2008, immigrant student groups from around the
country—including the Student Immigrant Movement
of Massachusetts, the California DREAM Network, the
New York State Youth Leadership Council, and the Uni-
versity Leadership Initiative in Austin, Texas—joined
forces to form United We Dream, a national group fo-
cused on enabling immigrant youth to pursue higher

education,
In October 2009, Juan Rodriguez attended a na-

tional leadership conference in New York with DREAM-
) ' ers and other immigrant
Put te///ng your rights activists, “We start-
sz‘ory as a central ed talking about how
o . much hopelessness there
eoftheo rga-  Wasamongst the youth in

anIn o our movement, b
GPIOCESS.”  the DREAM Act oy ct?:::

introduced in 2001 and there we were ¢ K‘
without a law passed through Congress, Year |at l
“Depression is a Very serious issye i, the %
youth movement,” Rodriguez told the othersn:.,“\igrant
there were several cases of [undocumentedl- ! 0y
ry who too TR TR § ;
across the country k their lives jug o, oM

sense of hopelessness. What can we ¢q o ke the,
°

t

youth alive?
“One of the people there started ta|king b
Oy

Underground Railroad . . . [which] gave ¢q mucht .
to people who were oppressed in the South [ Ope
people during slavery were] benefiting fropy, ti\ .
portofa network of allies across the country Wh: sy
ed them along the way to freedom?

»Where is our Underground Railroad in the i
grant rights movement?” asked one of the st den:m"

One of the activists proposed an immigrantjou,'
to freedom, a relay walk across America that S ne
in Washington, D.C,, to call attention to the plight ofetr:i
undocumented. “Yes, we could totally do this it e r:

ally set our minds to it—in about three years” declarey
4 e

Juid.

another.
Rodriguez left the conference in despair When h
. e

arrived home in Florida, he was greeted with the new
5
that one of the undocumented youths he workeg Wit

had just attempted suicide.
“l went straight to the hospital and spent the en-

tire night holding his hand as his stomach was being
pumped. It hit me in that moment . . . [that] if change
was ever going to happen we needed to just do it, and
believe in our communities and believe that enough
people in this country care about justice and equality
to make it a success regardless of whether or not we
have staff or funding or grants or marketing strategies
forit”

Rodriguez returned to the home he shared with his
I?oyfriend, Felipe Matos. “I'm putting on my shoes and
I'm going to start walking," he told Matos, who tried to
talk him out of it, |

talki Do you have any idea what you're saying? We'e
ing about 3 fifteen-hundred-mile walk to D.C. No

normal [
' human being ever does that. How do you know
you'll even survive?”

MI d 7 . .
- on't careif I survive or hot,’ shot back Rodrigue:
people are disappearing. How many more un
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v had enough? If there’s any'saitl'liﬁce.l 'c'an make to
weVe™  sing any more people, Il do it
KeeP fmmurge d Rodriguez to wait and enlist others in
MatoSHe counseled his partner to harness pjg rage
is efforf-air into a political act—to make it 5 Move-
and di;gtos proposed that they embark on this po-
ent. iigrimage on January 1, 2010. “We can start the
jmcazgcade on our own terms,” Matos proposed,
neV;he two men n'ﬂisefj 'the idea leith'their fellow sty-
dent immigration activists at L\./hamu Dade College,
arlos Roa and Gaby Pacheco “immediately jumpeg
up and said, ‘Yes, I'll walk with you to D.C¥ Rodriguez

counts.“They didn’t even question it”
re

BLAZING A TRAIL OF DREAMS

For four months, Juan Rodriguez, Gaby Pacheco,
Felipe Matos, and Carlos Roa walked. Sometimes they
walked alone. Mostly they drew small crowds, including
many undocumented immigrants who openly joined

the four students, reveling in “coming out” if only brief-

ly. They were hosted along the way by churches and
supporters. They chronicled their pilgrimage through
daily updates on blogs, Twitter, and other social media,
As the Trail of DREAMSs participants walked day af-

ter day through conservative and sometimes hostile
country, they wore their T-shirts declaring they were

“undocumented and unafraid.”

“It was an act of civil disobedience,” says Pacheco.
“That's what we saw that happened with the lunch
counter sit-ins [in the 1960s]. That's what Rosa Parks
did. We're not going to hide anymore. We're not going
to be in the shadows. We're going to share who we re-

ally are” '

In the tiny farming community of Mayo, Flon.da,
they met farm workers who lived in daily f.ear of being
arrested. The Trail of DREAMs walkers decided .to con-
front this. “We learned that in [Mayo] and the ne:ghbf)r-
i R fraid of the police

ing community, [immigrants] are so a sadgowoull
that there [were] crimes happening and nobody

do anything about it,” says Pacheco. o by
The four DREAMers respondet’j .to ioc:lorkShop 4
organizing an impromptu workers' rights e
the community. “We learned that the're Y:st el like
workers’ rights violations and peopi€ J

that Was

€ norm unti|
stopped in ntil we ’” ’
another ri t:at L We '€ not QOfng
says Pache?o ¢ Workshop; 0 hide anymore
s e:i?fey 2150 Met with the We're fiog going
> and the police )

What are ou doing:’ht::i Mg Atie shag-
fDUI’ DREA ers dernand- OWS. We’re gOing
'Ed °f. the police officials— to share h
'9noring the fact that they i
could be arrested at any we rea”y are”
Moment,

“You're hurting
your COMmunity a5 5

You so much tha
that are happen

whole becayse
t [they) are not re
: ng’”
We decided that the act of walking itself wasn't
Most important th

with the community th

trying to empower the

these people fear
porting the crimes

ng, but rather really connecting
at we were walking through and
m,"says Pacheco.

In Nahunta, Georgia, the Trail of DREAMs walkers
€ncountered a rally of aboyt fifty Ku Klux Kian mem-
bers. The hooded white men were protesting the

no invasion” and called for undocumented immigrants
to be sent“back”to Mexico—despite the fact that none
of the DREAMers on the walk were Mexican.

The NAACP organized a counterdemonstration at-
tended by the four Trail of DREAMSs walkers and other
allies. The Klan encounter forged an important alliance.

As Juan Rodriguez reflected on the Trail of DREAMs

blog, “Ultimately, the success of today was to be able

to stand hand in hand with our friends from the NAACP

singing liberation songs together and acknowledging
our united struggle for racial justice. We ALL deserve to
be treated with dignity and respect. We all deserve to
be acknowledged for our humanity.”

The Trail of DREAMs linked its struggle to the larg-
er historical movement for justice. “We were following
in the footsteps of leaders of the past who had set
foundations for this type of work for equality;’ expl-ains
Rodriguez. Stopping at symbolic civil rights locations
in the South, he says, they “would talk about how the

work for equality is still not over, and we need our com-
munities to stand together in order to pass l?ett'er laws
that don't alienate members of the community just be-

cause of their race or ethnicity or language or anything!

“Lati-
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mNO HUMAN BEING IS
ILLEGAL Y CADA UNO
TIENE UN SUENO. Pancho
Pescador, in collaboration
with 67 Suenos and the
Community Rejuvenation
Project, San Francisco, 2011
(Photo by Pancho Pescador)
67 Suenos project organizer
Pablo Paredes led a group
of young migrants to clean
an empty lot and paint their
stories under the guidance of
Oakland-based artist Pancho
Pescador. Declaring that “no
human being is illegal,” they
demand an end to the label-
ing of immigrants without
documents as “illegal”The
mural and the organization
raise concerns about the way
the DREAM Act and related
immigration policy privilege
-ertain people (for example,
tudents), yet exclude the
1ajority (67 percent) of im-
ligrants. The artists painted
aves of people who died
0ssing the border, people
ffering from the fear of
portation, and youths, who
ve historica”y been left out
the immigration debate.
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Trail of DREAMs
Georgia, the j :
ts emblazoned Undocu
i tch Conway,

ise visit to sheriff BU
gy 'surpn:eGeorgfa Jaw known as 287(q)

who Ba%c ice to enforce federal lmmlglja-
w sanctions racial

Conway declined
t the provocative visit,
nered widespread

winnett County:

InG 11 sporting shif

nd fast
th the marchers, bu

throng of supporters, gar

profiling a.
to meet Wi
joined by a
mez‘; ac;‘:gii: way, they told their. story. Pachicc; re-
flected on the people they spoke to;in one.cas? lt?itvl:l:
hours, this man went from hating us,’:/vantmg 2 "We;
and blaming us to saying, ‘I'm sorry.”” She muses,
were realizing the power that we had and how we were
making a difference. ... To say, "You are my brother. You
are my sister. You could be in my shoes. Let me t’ell you
my story so that you could really understand mf —our
stories are the most powerful tool that we have.

After four months and fifteen hundred miles of
walking, the four walkers arrived in Alexandria, Virginia,
only a few miles from the nation’s capital. “There were
two or three blocks full of immigrant] mothers on both

sides of the road,” recalls Rodriguez. They had followed
the DREAMers’ journey. “All of them were crying and
/ checking our legs, our arms, our hands, saying that we
| were a symbol, a representative of their own kids, of
all of the things they ever dreamed of a future for their
kids, and all of their hopes were invested in us.

“Of all moments, that was the most overwhelming.”’

er. You are myszster. A striking feature of the
You could be in DREAMers has been their
embrace of the language of
my shoes. Let m € the LGBTQ rights movement.
tell you my story ~ Undocumented youth speak
openly of when they “came
50 thatyou could out” about their immigration
reg//y understand  status. The choice of words
, , was intentional, says Matos.
me . u
our stories When we started using that
are the most language... that opened up
that
powerful tool A s;?ace to talk a-bout both
GBT issues and immigrant
that we have”  rightsissues”

92

i—

But while the Trail of DREAM
documented people to come out,
two of their group, Juan Rodrigu
were a gay couple. Rodriguez
ly decided that “for the sgke osfa::rt:ce;lgc’l.z el Aty
it would be best if we minimizeq the Ctiv
by Felipe and | not being public about oy ., ¢ oy
and not having public displays of affeqion:etationshig

He says that host churches would SO. ;
quest that he and Matos sit separately , etlmes e
contact throughout the course of the EV:: Ave g
put our entire institution in jeODardy;- tit Wouly

The decision still pains the twg men. #
really a pretty horrible experience for
me on a personal level because it forc
into the closet,” says Rodriguez. “Felipe and | ¢
needed to have taken more of 3 bold Vg Eﬁnitely
up for ourselves.... 1 just remember ys fee“nar)d Stang
we're here fighting for immigrant rights, Let'fl Oh Wel|
things complicated. But really, on 3 perSOn;O‘tmake
was affecting us a lot and it hurt ys a lot” Juae»ve" it
of bravery continued; in 2012, Juan Rodriguez ;s acts
Isabel Sousa-Rodriguez. Reflecting on thjs traec'afne
in 2015, Isabel wrote, “Every single day since th“SItnon
been liberating for me” N has

In contrast to their initial silence on LGBTQ isg
the group was keenly attuned to the issues of Wcmes,
in their movement. When cameras and reporters ae n
peared at Trail events, Pacheco was often the one 20
take the microphone. That was intentional,

“We had the understanding that women are never
heard,” says Matos. “That was our way of honoring her
leadership. If you take away women from the move-
ment, the movement will stop to exist;’ he continues,
"because they mobilize, they're leaders, theyre re-

spected in their local communities”

$ Walkey
they hig
€Z ang Felipg ¢

es
Fisk tq e

& Traj| W

a
both Felipe an;
S both baci

NATIONAL RELUCTANCE MEETS
GRASSROOTS LOVE

The young DREAMers were impatient with the
mainstream immigrant rights groups and wanted to
push them to take more dramatic action. The Trail of
DREAMs walkers at times felt abandoned or ignored
by the more established organizations, which provided
little support. |

Pacheco recalls that other activists dismissed the"
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LEARNING FROM OTHER MOVEMEN
TS

1Zing.

AMs began in 2010. Like th
of DREAMs beg ! e larger DREAM
Movem
e

| ok ot
learning from the rich history of freedom walks and immi nt and
'rant organ ! movements, it has

The Trai
roots in
+ we were going to use similar tact;
e knew that W= 2 Ics that we b .
Vﬁement&"exp’ams Gaby Pacheco.“We have seen that it w;i:een In the civil rights ang ¢
ostly black and a few whi e rights
i 196:-5' n;efyir):g for a third time\,:lf:];fe activists marched for five da
to MontgomeKﬁ’ng 1o At rluated widh 2:383\|abama state troopers Tglss ::-e " fifty-four miles from Selm
. ustice for murdered eivil i ’ s peC')p‘Ie descending on the Ala'gd march was led by Revere?j
votingd | of pain ot bt Be vigible fo? Othé\Ctlvlsts. We learneqd that ther ahmz state capital to demand
ond a leve . \ ers 1o realize the j € had to be a level of sacri
ourdeepd ; i inhumane <itiiat: of sacrifice
through- Just show[l)né; ol werz zislretbybputtlng our bodies through this p;e:ltuatlons that we were g oing
for four months t? i going to be able to show that we really just ysical pain of walking 1,500 miles
change the situation that ourselves and our families are in” Justwanted an opportunity, wanted t
/ : "

on March 17, 1966, Ces'ar Chavez, then head of the National Farm Workers Associati
United Farm Workers with Dolores Huerta), led a 340-mile march of strikin SSOCIatiuon (later co-founder of the
mento. The march brought the farm workers to national attention and ledgt?)r::e plcfkers from Delano to Sacra-
the strike and becoming a force in the movement for economic justice, The UE-STed Farm Workers winning
used similar tactics as past movements following, among others, the practices Lhe tF}irm b i
Revolution, Emiliano Zapata, had used to fight for the rights of native peoples agaai\n:t z:ai::reﬂzlo\f tt:je Mexican
andaowners.

Juan Rodriguez notes that they were also inspired by Otpor! (“resistance” in Serbian), the nonviolent
movement that helped bring down Yugoslavian dictator Slobodan Milo3evi¢ in 2000. Otpor! was fam:usyff,u?
use of public theater in street demonstrations, boycotts, and occupations. In 2009, Otpor! t"“"nersrria rs‘

creative
aworkshop in nonviolent resistance for DREAMers.

The four Florida activists also built upon the efforts of a broad immigrant rights movement that had laid the
foundation for the conversation that they urgently hoped to expand. In 2006, millions of immigrants and their
took to the streets in more than a hundred U.S. cities to demand a change in immigration policy. In Chi-

300,000 people marched. A half million marched in Los Angeles and Dallas. On May 1, 2006, millions took
from schools and businesses to demonstrate the impor-

he economy. This general strike was a show of force

allies

cago,
part in the Great American Boycott, a one-day walkout

tance of immigrants throughout the United States andint

by immigrants, who were opposing a wave of anti-immigrant laws that were pending in Congress. Churches,

labor unions, and progressive organizations joined forces through Spanish-language radio and TV and through
mmigration protests werea watershed moment

social networks of young Latinos using the Internet. The 20061
inthe immigrant rights movement.

_4__-—
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fort, some“calling ita suicide mission.”Fellow DREAM-

€ d(;ubted the four walkers. United We Dream orga-
rfifer Carlos Saavedra recalls, “| was lik.e, why. are they
dolng this? Why wald you walk? L was just thinking fof
lobbying] Congress members.”He concedes now, "l was

in the wrong fight.”
Others have echoed Saavedra. Many of the Wash-

ington, D.C.—based immigrant rights organizatio-ns
thought they had a friend in the White House with
Obama and were trying to play the inside power
game. They now readily admit they were wrong. It was
through direct action, dramatizing the human stories,

that the movement got anywhere.
What gave Pacheco and her three friends the

strength to go ahead with their effort in the face of

opposition?
“I learned from the suffrage movement” Pacheco

replies. “Women didn't have the support [and] were
killed and put in jail for fighting for their rights. For
us the spirit of our ancestors and the people that had
fought for us in the past just gave us that push and the
fire to continue”

She pauses, then adds, “We have done everything
we could and our friends were getting deported, our
families were getting detained. . . . We didn't have any
more to lose”

For Pacheco, there was one more all-important in-
spiration to take the first step on her 1,500-mile jour-
ney:“At the center of all this was this love that we have
for families, for ourselves, but also for this country.”

NEVER BACKING DOWN

In June 2010, six weeks after the Trail of DREAMs
ended with a rally outside the White House, Juan Ro-
driguez received a surprise

fthe centerofall  invitation to a meeting in-
o p side the White House.,

his was this | ove There was a catch:
hat we have for Rodriguez was the only

Trail of DREAMs partici-
pant who was invited to
this meeting with a small
group of national advo-
cates. He was told that he

1mifies, for oyr-
selves, but also
rthis country,”

ent becau
ceived permane ; ¢ he
P Nt resident Status.‘rhe d yq,

documented and thus coyly not at

Rodriguez’s instinct was ¢ end,
but his three comrades inq;
the president to “repr
excluded from the m
separated under Op
quotas” Rodriguez,
saw the chance to
House.

On the day of the Meeting, Rodrj
advocates were ushereq into the oguez ang oy
Room of the White Ho (a o Nate po
use, Prestdent Ob °Seveh

and shook each Person’s hand ip fri >
preillfient extendec’I his hand te Rodrigu zfeetmg_]whe

m sorry, | can't shake you; h y
standing stiffly. He trieq SXPressing tq ¢ °dfiguez,
that his presence ang demonstration o:e. regj
ment represented the families who hag beedl
by the deportations, But before he ks n separated
of anger crossed Obamas face. He direct:c?ak,aﬂash
to sit down, SVeryong

Rodriguez recalls, “it shifted
meeting from [being] a friend
Obama and his friends who care about immigra
an accountability session on the President arou:;s to
policies that he kept Supporting, as well as ¥ ‘t(he
leadership on.. . immigration reform” gt

Confrontation ang direct action had gotten t
DREAMers the attention of the White Hoyse, Juan R:

driguez was not going to abandon that approach noy,

Obama opened the meeting and wag Visibly an.
noyed. “I'm the only one trying to help you ang you're
always hard on me” Rodriguez recalls him saying.“You
even bring Juan Rodriguez and he doesn't shake my
hand”

Obama turned to Deepak Bhargava, executive gi
rector of the Center for Community Change, and com- |
plained that Bhargava had unfairly criticized him in
recentblog posts. The president said the activists should
focus their criticism and pressure on Republicans.

The activists did not back down. “Mr. President, its
not just Deepak; said Gustavo Torres, head of the Lati
no rights group CASA of Maryland, as he recounted to
the Washington Post, “All of us are very disappointed:”

€sent al| of th
i e
eet:lng and the ¢, ;r-:‘e Wh"w
ama'’s deportation o es Who
acutely Sensitiye to Cieg ang

bring his Protest right imiyn;bohsm
t ewh !

and,’ saj

the entjre tone of 4 e
ly athering between
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HDEPORTING AND DETAIN-
ING PARENTS SHATTERS FAM-
ILIES. Meredith Stern, Prov-
idence, Rhode Island, 2013
According tothe Applied Re-
search Center study Shattered
Families: The Perilous Intersec-
tion of Immigration Enforcement
and the Child Welfare System, in
2011 the United States deport-
ed a record 397,000 people and
\\\\ 7 _deta'med nea.rly th§|t mar‘\y.T.his
\\\ \\\\\ M B s the first national investigation
\\\ on threats to families when im-
migration enforcement and the
child welfare system intersect.
It finds that “in areas of high
immigration enforcement, chil-
L € dren of non-citizens are more
likely to be separated from their
parents and face barriers to re-

AT ) e
gNUDS ][}1[\5}“55110@?(% 1S T0D TERRIBLE FOR \WORLE MY KS RRE“?%‘E‘{%E{- o L;‘?f:‘M e
AFTIER DEPOTED 70 NEXICOWNISE SMOSHEWRTEACHEY <225

OVER 5,000 CHILDREN ARE_CUR n m:;{g't;tijppﬁg
IN THE UNITED STATES FOSTERC =
BECAISE THEIR PARENTS HVE BEENY :

9

w
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IF CAPITAL CAN
* "= (ROSS BORDERS
SO CAN WE! |

sople migrale across each year in searcn of wor), |
NEdﬁyfg?n?—Egdpm f:a‘,. their famvlies hehind. Migeante trok h'm:‘oh“"‘h |
rh:;‘img go'ng ro where glebalization takes jobs It's time ® that ingery nr._
Saresments b held accourtable. UPHOLD THE HUMAN Risure OF M ct;‘; tr...
a

WORKERS!

an fareadosd d*f.ﬂl‘bl’t;ﬂh
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IF CAPITAL CAN CROSS
BORDERS. Jesus Barraza,
Dignidad Rebelde, Berke-
ley, California, 2008
Jesus Barraza’s print calls for
a human rights approach to
migration that challenges
capitalists. Multinational
corporations and their “capital”
reely cross borders. Through
nternational government
greements, the U.S. gov-
'nment imposes economic
olicies, trade agreements, and
ilitary i Interventions to en-
rce these policies, Migration
the result of more than a cen-
y of US.imperialism in Latin Bt
erica. If capital can cross b, ..
ders, 50 too should people. e
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e itemi'zed their grievances. "There have

The actijeportatiolﬁs unlike anything that we've
been re before, TherE'S more cojlaboratlon bEtWeen
polce ™" podriguez recalls them saying. They de.
’at Obama take executive action to stop the

eVer dth 3
e enact comprehensive immigration

an®=" . d
dn;Portanoﬂs ar

efor™ only Way change was accomplished ip

,,The’] first term was through outside agitation,

Oba"r_'as ushing the administration pretty heavily”
indudlng ’; argava. He contrasts the progress made by
abselrvei1 ?rights advocates with “how organized labor
immfgi’:) nmentalists did in the first term. They tendeq
ore;;\; within the rules of politics as generally run in
xaﬁhi“ gton. .. . They didn’t get very much for jt”

The Trail of DREAMs was an expression of hope

that powerful and time-tested forms of action—per-
sonal storytelling, directly confronting power, freedom
marches_.could move citizens and leaders to change.,
|t was also an expression of outrage that after years of
polite lobbying, conditions for undocumented citizens
had markedly deteriorated.
In September 2010, the DREAM Act and repeal of
the anti-gay military policy “don’t ask, don't tell” failed
to pass in the U.S. Senate—four votes shy of the sixty
needed to break a Republican-led filibuster, More than
250 DREAMers from across the country left the Senate
gallery in tears that day. They all went back to a church
and recommitted to the movement. Young activists
across the country vowed to pursue a new strategy:
pressuring Obama to enact key provisions of the act by
executive action.

Meanwhile, DREAMers elsewhere were finding suc-
cess. In 2011, Governor Jerry Brown signed into law
the California DREAM Act, giving up to 25,000 undocu-
mented students in California access to private scholar-
ships and financial aid.

The presidential election of 2012 offered a new
OPportunity to apply pressure. In April 2012, Gaby Pa-
checo received 3 surprising invitation. U.S. senator M'ar-
© Rubio, a Florida Republican and Tea Party favorite:

Wanted her help drafting a bill that would offer legal
tatus to some undocumented children.

aides .
thej er'10d| Notwan epubli
Pmm'gration issue at gy Publica
a
th o Used her |eye
e Democrapi rage. “Wer

(DACA) Program, as the initiative was known, 673,000

u.ndocumented people applied, and 553,000
tions were accepted,

applica-

With the threat of deportation lifted for two years,
DACA beneficiaries took swift advantage: since getting
DACA status, nearly 60 percent reported getting a new
job and obtaining a driver’s license, and nearly half
opened a bank account and increased their earnings.
Many enrolled in college. The newly “DACAmented”
went from living in fear to legally supporting them-
selves and their families.

When Gaby Pacheco learned of Obama’s announce-
ment to stop deportations and start DACA, she realized
that she had helped to change the culture. “My first
immediate reaction was just a huge sense of pride and
accomplishment. | could finally, like, breathe”

in November 2014, President Obama conceded
to a key demand of immigration right? aCtIV!StS when
he declared that he would use exeFutlve action to ex‘:i
tend legal status to some ﬁve'mﬂhon undo'cumefn';e;]e
immigrants. Included in this is -an eXPaHS"O’.‘ °| -

iqinal DACA program, removing the ong.m'a g
Iong-]tlnand making about 1.5 million people eligible for
imits

the program.
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ACTIONS AND STO
SPACE FOR THE LARGER

DREAMers from across the country have pro-
national discourse and

foundly changed the 152
tactics around immigra-

influenced organizing : :
tion—catapulting an issuée forward using particu-

larly well the key strategies of telling their stories
and disrupting power. Deepak Bhargava says that
the DREAMers have “really reaffirmed the power of
personal story and transformation. | think it has to
have an impact on public conscience and dialogue
and politics. It's affirmed the importance of direct
action, which has been very important.*

DREAMers have changed the conversation,

Bhargava says. “They. really focused on this kind*
of model that I think is part of all movementsina. .
sense, coming out.of ‘undocumented, unafraidi.«...-
It's the kind of individual traﬁsfor{ﬁatipn_‘,»:fqgjving?‘-f
into the public sphere. that requires an-enormous’ .. . systems back home, a

act of courage, That was ablgpaftafwhythe;/ L Rsasasymany grasp the

broke throughZ == = 0 P

. Storytelling combined: with direct acnontrans-
\ AR Y PR e Ry s 262

ivists. O, as Juan Rodriguez

forms people into. act

\

says, it “radicalized'me’ | "

L 3
'*"J

i

goals

The work of the 'DﬁEAM;e‘rtsi contmués:rhe

,

for the eleven million undocumented péople'in the
United States. For others, the goal is more transfor-
mative: breaking down nationalism, borders, and
the idea of Citizenship itself. By the power of’th '
actions and their stories, the DREAMers haye crejtlr
ed space for the larger. battles—over immigrati
and other social and economic strugg| T
waged and won. g ¢

RIES CREATE
BATTLES

can Americans, it had deep ramificationg (o
and culture and power,” argues Bhargavs ?;’"tics
the immigrant movement has that king of F;ot odéy
to start a workers’ movement to really changeent|a|
tics in the country. The possibility for 3 oo Workpo ,
poverty/economic justice movement—| o ers/
the possibilities and I think the country’s e See
it. That makes me hopeful” Y for
Juan Gonzalez echoes Bhargava's Comp
“The beleaguered and crippled American tr;\;s:
union movement must be transformeq s the
main power center for immigrant workers , . Late
giamescaniimmigrantsican play a Ieading.rol-
because many of them developed a more COmba?

li-

.+ ive trade:union spirit in their home countries, h
NG S y De-
\Cause many.are accustomed to multiparty politica|

importance of Spanish-language and other alter

na_j;"!yé,!h'g'dia in spreading news and information to
,'mi!jfg'bh}spf\’;forgotten' people. . .. The rise of a rad-
ical, derr ' Ell ive is i
A gmpqaﬂc, and s.oaahst alternative is indeed
p,c_‘)ssr.lgblfe_. ~.and those immigrant workers will point
‘the way:"®

of the immigrant rights maverient hava vet to ba. . @
: : i) nent haveyetito be’ « Gaby Pache : .
realized, For some, the goal s C_émp'féﬁ‘e,ns(ive?'im;",' ) Y €O understands this fight is not

migration reform that offers a p}lth to 'citizéhship

optional. “We are fighting for the ability to be full-

fledged human beings in the only country we have

known as home,” she declares. “When we fight for
the DREAM Act, we are fighting for our lives. And
when you're fighting for your life, you don't stop
until you win”
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B DECLAR

ATION oF i
GRATION, IMMI

N. Salvador Jiménez,
In collaboration with
Yollocalli Arts Reach and
Radio Arte, Chicago, 2009
(Photographer unknown)
Located in the city's largely
Latino Pilsen neighborhood,
this two-story-high, thirty-
foot-wide mural i dedicated
to all the activists who have
advocated for immigrants’
rights. It asserts that America
is a nation of immigrants, that
no human being is illegal, and
that we should tear down all
borders. Salvador Jiménez
led the youth mural art crew
in a special partnership with
the National Museum of
Mexican Art. In an act that
generated much attention,
the mural was vandalized
with a racist slur before it
was completed. After it was
repaired, the mural went on
to become the backtiirop.for
many important immigraten
rallies in Chicago since 2010.
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ARTIST INTERVIEW

FAVIANNA
RODRIGUEZ

CULTURAL ORGANIZER, ARTIVIST, PRINT-
MAKER, AND THE FOUNDER OF PRESENTE
ORG, FAVIANNA RODRIGUEZ CREATES
PRINTS THAT ADDRESS ISSUES RANGING
FROM WAR AND GLOBALIZATION TO WOM-
EN'S RIGHTS. HER CURRENT PROJECT, THE

RY, SEEKS TO REDE-

PUSSY POWER IMAGINA :
FINE THE PUSSY AS A SOURCE OF EMPOW-
ELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WOMEN AND THEIR OWN BODIES

ERMENT, DEEPENING THE R
FAVIANNA IS ALSO THE DIRECTOR OF CULTURESTRIKE, A GRASSROOTS COLLECTIVE 0;;

ARTISTS.
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e role artists in culture play in transforming oy
[

I've been an artist and an activist since 1999. What I do is | look at th
resenting visionary stories of what our society can look like or challenging stereotypes or b
as,

lives, whether it's by p
er and therefore humanizing who we are as people living

or whether it's making an emotional connection to a view
in the margins. | make art with that purpose.

What is the role of art/cultural work and its transformative power in twenty-first-century political movements?

f\rt can combat the lack of multidimensional stories and content in culture as a result of racism and sexism, wheth

it's women portrayed in very narrow, hypersexualized ways, or the fact that you rarely see Latinos on televi'sion ?'
film, a‘nd what you do see of young black men or Latinos is extremely inaccurate. That creates somethin calledc‘)‘r ,
conscious bias” You see it with anti-immigration sentiment. When you begin to perpetuate that, it create?a cultur::f

hate, a culture of bias, and a culture of dehumanization.

sc:;lg::ev\:; av::‘a)tu s:r:c::::i; us “e":ery single day. What you're listening to or you're engaging with in the visual land-

AR, M OLBEeRe ?n o :rz yct): gcr)1 to eati-ua!l of that is a cultural choice. You're surrounded with messages.

o crga ts,in at: duma.mze us, then the core issue of us being portrayed in inhumane and

S ikt vt p : -g ad policy. Because then people don't value the lives of young black men.Or
y ehouse immigrants because they see them as second-class people.

So the role of art is to coun i

e 100 thter.;; t:l:.; bec;use art can .show multidimensional stories. When you show peoplein thei

G i vl Whita:;h:::utse we live in a culture of white supremacy, those that are seenas whole
; cters ever "

artsndere et ywhere you turn. It's no wonder that whiteness is the norm. 50

The way you build that i
compassion i i
that's cutting our stories out,p plus yolrs ;thUQh storytelling. When you have an increasingly privatized infrastruct™
ave the proliferation of the right wing telling us everything from howt0 have
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