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PART SIX

-

The Struggle for Justice at Home and
Abroad (1914-1920)

" Suffragists Storm over Washington

__ WILLIAM LAVENDER AND MARY LAVENDER

The women’s rights movement actually began back in the Jacksonian period, when American women
Sirst organized to break the shackles of strict domesticity and to expand their rights and opportunities.
Led by two brilliant crusaders, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, the early feminists
rejected the notion of female inferiority and advocated full sexual equality with men. They demanded
equal access to education, the trades, the professions and an end to the sexual double standard. They
wanted the right fo vote, too, not as an end in itself, but as a means of achieving their broader

aim—to make women self-sufficient, equal partners with men in all areas of human enterprise.

A few feminists like Victoria Woodhull went even further than that to champion free love and licensed

prostitution. That, of course, enraged the enemies of the movement, who chayged that feminists were mem-
bers of the lunatic fringe, out to destroy the nuclear family and wreck the moral fiber of America. As the
nineteenth century drew to a close, most feminists rejected radical ideas like Woodhull’s and became con-
spicuously conservative, placing renewed emphasis on_feminine virtue, motherhood, and community service.
By 1900, a new generation of feminists had narrowed the vision of their predecessors mainly to
one goal: the winning of the elective franchise. In the following selection, William and Mary Lavender
recount the struggles of the unrelenting suffragists, who faced an uphill battle to gain the right to
vote for women. When Woodrow Wilson, a Progressive Democrat, was elected president in 1912, the
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faced a disapproving public, which viewed any _form of protest as unpatriotic. Epey,
and Lucy Burns continued the sisterhood of leadership that Stanton, 1} *% Sffrg lists 4}

had begun in the previous century. When Paul and Burns were unjustly imprisoned f i

Jor I""kemw the
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1White House, they had to endure scathing ridicule and horrible prison conditio
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progressivism and winting President
story, and the Lavenders tell it brilliantly in “Suffragists Storm over Washington.
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sl’i?fu:::c or three ‘days’ imprisonment on each.
i wcit‘o dpay. which they saw as admitting guilt,
i e off unrepentant to the Washington jail.
six made a bit of history that day. All were

” well—bl‘Cd women stood before a Judge in th
: e
Washingtomn, D.C., Police Court on June 27
7. Not thieves, drunks or prostitutes like t.he’

asual ;;:“d“"“ there, they included 2 university stu-
dents 3“"?’22 z:lgu:&l'zgf::ri:i’ ! }I:mminem cam- members of the Nat; ,
z schoolteachers. All were the first of a ?:::;a;z:e:?:: l:;r‘:’yo‘(ll:\:?’a?ﬂ-;h:z‘
trumped-up charges solely for demonstrating for their

right to vote. NWP members came from all across the

country and all levels of society, with little in common
except dedication to obtaining that right. This was the
exclusive goal of the NWP, whose driving force was a

P"ign orgaﬂld accomplished and :
educated, plished and unacquainted with
yinal activity. But today they stood accused in a
of law. Their alleged offense:“obstructing traffic”
they had actually done was to stand quietly

v
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SUSAN B. An eloguent champion of women’s

elped found and lead the nineteenth-
he opposed the Fifteenth

century women’s movement. S

Amendment to the Constitution because it did not extend
the elective franchise to women. Later, Anthony received a
$100 fine (which she refused to pay) for attempting to vote
in the 1872 presidential election. Because of her contribu-
tions to the women’s movement, the proposed constitu-
rant women the right to

tional amendment that would g
vote was called the Susan B. Anthony Amendment.

ANTHONY,
rights, Anthony h

BURNS, LUCY Like Alice Paul, Burns lived in England and
observed the successful strategy that the British suffragists
employed. Burns was more outgoing than Paul and felt
comfortable participating in the street demonstrations
that helped advance the women's movement in America.
The notoriety associated with her imprisonment pressured
the Wilson administration to support the Nineteenth

Amendment.

MALONE, DUDLEY FIELD A friend of President Wilson and
counsel to the National Woman’s Party, Malone resigned his

position as collector of the Port of New York because of the

government’s harsh treatment and imprisonment of suf-
fragists. Along with fellow attorney Matthew O'Brien,

Malone defended those women who peacefully protested

for the right to vote.

NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION
(NAWSA) Formed in 1890, NAWSA consisted mainly of
middle-class women, with Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth
Cady Stanton among its early presidents. NAWSA helped in-
ﬂugnce Progressive leaders to include women'’s suffrage on
their agenda of reform. After the Nineteenth Amendment

was ratified, NAWSA became the League of Women Voters.
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NATIONAL WOMAN'’S PARTY (NWpP) This
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posed the slow and gen
generally unsuccessfy| Strateq. P Op.
of

suring individual states to su
PPortwomen's Suffragg p, ¢
o

legislative initiatives and refer
enda. NWp’
more youthful and radical than the mer:; merf‘bership o
lr.r lat.er.yea.rs, NWP championed the end toer;h'p of NAstzs
discrimination against women and Supp:rt f:)jrms Of logy
€d the ¢
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Rights Amendment to the United States Constituti
ion,

NIGHT OF TERROR In November of 1917, 3¢
guards brutalized suffragists at the Workf':ousmany 3 forty
in Occoquan, Virginia. They manhandled Ly o W°men
chained her hands to the cell bars. In protest ?;tit;r-ns "
IF tregt.

ment, the women started a hunger strike.

NINETEENTH AMENDMENT Ratified in 1920, this
ment guaranteed American women the right to vot;n e
ing that “the right of citizens of the United States to' :Lat:

shall not be denied or abridged by the United States o},
y

any State on account of sex.”

PAUL, ALICE The Lavenders describe Paul as “one of the
most daring and imaginative leaders the women'’s moye.

ment had ever seen.” The daughter of Quakers, she was the
grand strategist who inspired fierce loyalty among her fol-
lowers. Paul’s hunger strike while in the District of Columbig
jail helped put pressure on the reluctant Wilson administra-

J
tion to support the Nineteenth Amendment.

WHITTAKER, WILLIAM Superintendent of the Workhouse
for Women in Occoquan, Virginia, Whittaker was responsi-
ble for the cruel treatment of the suffragists under his care.

ZINKHAN, LOUIS The warden in charge of the jail i
Washington, D.C, Zinkhan was responsible for the inhu-
mane conditions that suffragist prisoners had to endure.

co
Wwhat . .
bl de the wWhite House carrying banners urging
president Woodrow Wilson to support their decades-  determined '
i o et Y3 ol A e Gt ned young woman named Alice Paul.
: f citiz f ‘
ght of ciizens o the United States to At 32, Paul was widely admired as one of the most
daring and imaginative leaders the women’s move-
ment had ever seen—and just as widely denounced

. o0 «“The 11
hall not be denied or abridged by the United
ny State on account of sex.”

Seates OF bY 2
B.Anthony Amendment was introduced
. Congress in 1878. There it lay, regarded with fear
<o Joathing; for almost 40 years. Some saw no point
.1 women voting; with no understanding of politics,
d only vote as their menfolk told them.
d that after getting the vote, women
would take over the government. With such oppo-
n, the Anthony Amendment seemed doomed to
lie dormant forever. The six accused of obstructing
summer day in 1917 denied all charges,
d outside the White House had
only because police had announced that ar-
d be made. Moreover, picketing had gone

The Susan

they WOlll
Others argue

s1t10

uaﬁ-lc that

. sisting that the crow

gathcred

as a dangerous radical. The daughter of Quakers 1n
Moorestown, NJ., she was petite, frail and soft-
spoken—hardly a radical image. She never married,
nor displayed romantic interest in any man Or woman.
All her energy was concentrated on her one obses-
sive passion: women’s political rights. Even her closest
associates never claimed to know her well, yet her
magnetism inspired in them idohzing loyalty. Cam-
paign strategy was her forte, and she planned with such
military precision that some likened her to a general.
Paul arrived in Washington in December 1912 to
take over the local office of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA), headquartered
in New York. Committed to a state-by-state approach,
NAWSA considered the nation’s capital so unimportant

rests woul
on since January without obstructing anything, and
with no interference. It was, after all, entirely legal.

Why the sudden crackdown now?
But the judge declared the ladies outside the Whate

House were the “proximate cause” of the curious
crowd, and must take the consequences. Besides, he
added, “there are certain . . . people . . . who believe

you ladies ought not have the vote.”
Unimpressed by the prisoners’ spirited defense, the

judge found them guilty as charged, and imposed a

Excerpts from this article, “Suffragists Storm over Washington,” by
William Lavender and Mary Lavender are reproduced from the
October 2003 issue of American History Magazine with the permis-
sion of PRIMEDIA Enthusiast Publications (History Group),

copyright American History Magazine.

comple
strategy from the background,

that the Washington office’s budget for 1912 was $10.
Paul was expected to raise her own operating funds.

With her came her chief assistant Lucy Burns. Tall,

robust and flame-haired, at 38 the Brooklyn-born
Burns was Paul’s temperamental opposite, yet they

mented each other perfectly: Paul directing
while Burns was lead-

ing public demonstrations.
In March 1913, Woodrow Wilson began his first

sident. Paul considered his support essen-

term as pre
tial to the cause—but women’s suffrage, it turned out,

was not on this president’s agenda. Repeated appeals
for his support of the Anthony Amendment were just
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This banner-carrying woman was photographed at the gates of the White House in 1917. Later that year, forty-ope Wotne f’omﬁﬁ
states were arrested outside the White House for demanding the right to vote. In 1919, after women had rallied iy, SUpport of P'&idm
! oy

Wilson’s wartime policies, he finally threw his support behind the Nineteenth Amendment.

—————

strategy. NAWSA’s conservative Ieadershjp, co.
mitted to patient, state-by-state campaigning 4
dained action on the federal level and deplop
Paul’s tactics as far too aggressive. Payl insisted
the snail-paced, state-by-state approach was fyj,
victory could come only by passage of the Anthoy,
Amendment, and the weak-kneed Congress woulé
never pass it without the president’s support. Afte
the rupture, the indignant parent organization dj.

Meanwhile, Alice Paul’s Washington-based group  tanced itself from its unruly offspring as much s
‘pht from NAWSA in 2 fundamental dispute over  possible,
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as repeatedly evaded, Wilson claiming that a president
should not try to influence Congress, but should
follow the dictates of his party (the Democratic Party,
then domunated by arch-conservative Southerners).
Women scoffed at this, since Wilson was known as an
autocratic president, constantly exerting influence on
Congress even 1n trivial matters. But the more they
pressed hum, the more he resisted, and the standoff
Lasted throughout his first term in office.

cadquarters for the Washington group was the

H _me Cameron House, overlooking Lafayette
pands conveniently near the White House. There,
wary 9 1917, a fateful decision was made.
on Jnncath er President Wilson, recently elected for a
ours had walked out on a visiting suffrage

ond term . . |
jegation after angrily repeating his refusal to en-
del€

heir cause. This most brusque dismissal yet was
c . . .
dol‘j W After years of polite appeals, it was time
the 12

for direct 30T .
s The next morning, 12 women carrying banners on

oles left Cameron House and took up positions
Jong ;’e e White House gates. In their movement’s

GUIAT nal colors—purple, white and gold—their

radi0O  manded: “MR. PRESIDENT, HOW

b MUST WOMEN WAIT FOR LIBERTY?"

LC')rheY returned every day, in good weather and bad,

Glently directing this pointed question at the grand
e behind them. No one quite knew what to
:;Z:; political picketing was uncommon in those
days, and by women unheard of. Some passersby
wked, some hurled angry taunts, others were
ﬁ:erely amused. The press was sharply divided. The
2 resident said nothing. Seemingly unperturbed, he
sometimes smiled and tipped his hat at the pickets as
his limousine drove through the White House gates.
For long grueling weeks the women's severest chal-
lenge was 2 winter so bitingly cold that hands ached
and feet felt like blocks of ice.

In March 1917, Alice Paul’s organization joined an
Jllied western group to form the National Woman’s
Party, and Paul, overwhelmingly elected chairwoman,
became nationally prominent. A month later, the
United States entered World War [—and the NWP
faced a major crisis.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, it was the nearly
unanimous opinion of the leaders of the women’s
movement that they should suspend their work until
peace was restored. Only Susan B. Anthony disagreed,
fearing that what little progress they had made up
until then would be lost. As Alice Paul knew, Anthony

had been right, and she was determined that the mis-
take made in that earlier time must not be repeated.

“We shall fight for the things we have always car-
ried next to our hearts,” President Wilson said in his
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war message to Congress. “For . o5
who submit to authority to have a voice 1 o
o
governments.” So shall we, declared the W

the NWP, hearing in Wilsons words an el':Ct :::
scription of what they were striving for. The dem

strations would continue. sl
Public hostility toward the picketers dramati

increased. Rather than merely foolish and }Jndlglll-
fied, they were now branded as unpatriotic—e€ven
traitors. Some dropped out under the px@ssur& I.3ut
the NWP’s courage in the face of vilification also in-
spired a steady flow of eager recruits. The demc?nstt'fl-
tors became a peculiar kind of tourist atqacgon in
Washington, objects of admiration, curiosity—or
outrage. They were so quiet and orderly thz’;’t the
newspapers called them the “silent sentmels.' Bgt
they were attracting attention—entirely the point in
the eyes of master strategist Alice Paul.

For five months the White House siege continued,
while Congress, controlled by the Democrats, refused
to act without word from the president. Still Wilson
remained silent. Finally, in late June, the stalemate
broke. Public anger erupted and the administration’s
patience snapped when NWP pickets raised a banner
highly critical of Wilson as a Russian delegation vis-
ited the White House. A hostile crowd ripped down
the banner, and next morning Lucy Burns and an-
other woman became the first picketers to be hustled
away 1n a police patrol wagon. They were scolded for
their behavior and released pending trial; four more
later received the same treatment. Within a few days,
those six women were convicted on the traffic ob-
struction charges and spent three days in jail—the
first suffragists imprisoned for their cause. It was only
the beginning. Early in July, 11 women—including
Lucy Burns—were sent to jail. Two weeks later 16
women were stunned to get 60-day sentences, and
not in the D.C. jail, but the more dreaded Workhouse

for Women at Occoquan, Va.

But the picketers had their legal champions, attor-
neys who were well aware that demonstrating was
entirely within the rights of any citizen, and that the

arrests were blatantly illegal. One of these, Dudley
Field Malone, collector of the Port of New York, was
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cratic )
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7 down banners. A £ Wfatsh omen inside. After pas-  tion to expose the rotten ﬁlthymanded 311
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S :.Mrm‘”y n}:i: 51:: melee for two days, POhC? finally :he inve(s]ti five l: T 16 presen, supzmed cg%i
4 o :atxc'dergThe next day, arrests " p1cket§l'5 blaming allgacom 10‘ard o exonennten%%‘
. e , . \“
tti, resw‘zd Six more women received 30 days 1n O A }faamts on Unryly, ;a ed |
” R and this time there would be no pardons. = o P ntj‘for € time br.lso"en '
OCC‘?‘]“‘?"’2 -y ensiOﬂ-ﬁued weeks, arrests and ncc]’-, u;mlﬁ a police Court tria] 2 elng- "‘5
g For s o the transparently false obstructiiig e finger at Alice Pay] gove,n%
o convictions on th | e luckless prisoners et you yet. Although she b, d g, %
< ffic charge continued, with th from behi been duesa]il
e n Occoquan. Yet women strategy from behind the Scenes ypr gy
“ 30 to 60 days mn Jccog ungj k

t i - ber, Lucy Burns  sure that sooner or later the ge the,
: kept picketing, and in early September Dera] vy, o, iy

T epep there. It was lead her troops—-and be capt d 20

d 11 others drew 60-day sentences Plured, j , %o,
g and 11 o | October 1917, when Paul wayg 1, Mpe,
= her second time behind bars. | IO W —— Auleq o ﬂieg'
Dudley Field Nfalse 0y CAIReG: 511 9 ' tence to date—se " hit With the A
resign over the administration’s use of such oppressive Sel'lr; he and h n months in ghe De }k“*

. - : ere she and he : "
methods, making headlines and ending his already = ¥ COmpanions encountexf: ‘

ships rivaling Occoquan’s—ng Privacy: by
& i3 ;snﬂ,'nE

crowded vermin-infested cells; 3 pe,, —

that left them almost too weak to g ng

T . | nd; cloe
isolation. Privileges enjoyed by regular

srained friendship with Wilson. Thereafter, Malone and

Washington attorney Matthew O’Brien would com-
prise a formidable legal team for the embattled NWP.

Despite its quiet, rural setting, the workhouse at

"

- i : : Innyy
Occoquan was run like a concentration camp by its denied the suffragists. Washingtop Warde,,alf
superintendent, William Whittaker. His name struck Zinkhan was apparently competing wih o ]
terror in all inmates, but the suffragist picketers =~ Whittaker for the title of “Most Ferocioys” R

aroused his special animosity—here were educated
women, deliberately engaging in what he considered
treasonable behavior.

Already detested by their jailers g troubleny,
and traitors, the suffragists infuriated thep furdhe:
demanding political prisoner status, Their clip,
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cuously dismiss'cd.. they soon devised 5 form of
‘P ot so easily ignored. The moment of deci-
ame. as Alice Paul told it

Their ulimate form of protest was the hung
strike. Having worked with English suffragists sot

gen
Gsance n

sion © years before, Paul knew from painful experience w!

he end ot tWO weeks of solitary confinement . -without verrors ay in thae. dizection: “From, the mon\mjt
Acth cise, without going outside of our cells, some of the undertook the hunger strike, a policy of unrennt
o cx:zs were released, having finished their terms. . . With intinidation began. ‘You will be taken to a very
Pm(::.mbcr thus diminished to seven . . . the doors were un. pleasant place if you don't stop this] was a fav

threat of prison officials, as they would hint va;

ked and we were permitted to take exercise. R.ose
- of the psychiatric ward, and the government *

ginslow £ amnted as soon as she got into the yard, . . . [ was
\ J

" - - . ‘
weak to move from my bed. Rose and 1 were taken on a;Y1“T;11- Partcularly frighteming wasdex:un:t
i ' the “alienst” 1alist ; isorders),
hers that night to the hospital. . . . Here we decided 1enist” (a specialist in mental
stretc word was enough to commit anyone to the as

_the ulumate form of protest left us—the strongest
left with which to continue . . . our battle, . . .

upon -
weapo n

Seriously weakened after three days of -
food, Paul was taken to the psychiatric ward 4
jected, along with some of her companions, t
feeding three times daily. Between those feex
endured solitary confinement n a uny
boarded-up windows. This frail woman wa:
the power behind the suffrage demonstr
crush them required breaking her spirit—=:
the authorities meant to break it.

But the government’s heavy-handed *
made matters worse. As reports of the
experiences emerged, angry women
Washington from across the country to )

and continue the picketing. In md-IN
more demonstrators, drawing sentences
six days to six months, were shipped
Grimly awaiing them was Superintenc
Once accused by a suffragist prisone
cruelty, he readily admatted, “Very we
to practice cruelty”’ His November
his latest group of picketers woulc
memory as the infamous “Night of -
On Whittaker's order, one wor

“I was mmmediately seized by tv

dragged across the room, scattering

ture as | went . .. so fast that my fe

the ground . . . to the punishmen

| - ds . / \
s . : P T
-‘ ".-l' ‘ “., - :

v
A
R 5

DR =y
»

>
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Library of Congress
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flung into a concrete cell with an
“I saw Dorothy Day broug}t
Nolan, at 73 the oldest of the
“The two men handling her we
above her head. Then suddenly

In the fall of 1917, Alice Paul went on a hunger strike to protest her
imprisonment. Jailors tied her to a chair and forced liquids through a
tube that they inserted in her throat. In an excellent film, Iron Jawed
Angels, Hilary Swank portrays the courageous suffragist.
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meant to win or die, it Seemeq -
1

bwgcd her down over the arm of an 1ron bench—

¢ 1y n
awvice . . - and we heard one of them yell, “The dy’flg would be their fage, By fz reasingl
damned suftrager!”” | their despcr:;(tc war Was turning thr A, ‘Y hl‘QL
The feisty Lucy Burns, returning for the third lawyers working overtime R h anj the ry

M t by
‘ ing Whi ' one concen e ne WO \
ame, got special treaument. Disobeying hittakers al trated on the Prig, ‘})Ql‘i‘

"Rei Wagh: h Ay ¥

. order to keep silent, she was handcuffed to the bars of ll)\/latthcw O B; 1en took op Oceo hlngton%“ l)t(.
| : ition, ors were producin Qua Ry Q

her cell. Finally released from this torturous posi P £ results. Fore n, any ) .

<he was left handcutfed all mght. But all this, and a near-
ring on thin straw mattresses, only

more defiant. They launched guished in a hellhole on the b

the prisons with court orders ng the: the '$
) el[‘

b %,
what they found. In Washin Oth Were Wy &

sleepless night shive gton ™ oy T

“suffragers” b Al

tll:?iico?;:; ;Zt:f:fr strike. Undertaking Alice Paul’ 2 clean bill of mental hea]y, szg:latric o l:%]"”}
“yltimate form of protest” took courage. One faster  1ate Malox.ac Qefxlaxlded, and go. » the ali, d“b
described nausea and headaches, fever and dizziness. to th.e main jail. At Occ oquan, (;.pm'hptm“' }:
dry, peeling skin and swollen lips. and eventually, 2 “.'rlt of habeas corpus orderip grien (:b \
aphasia. “I could remember no names,” she wrote,  Whittaker to produce all hjs g, Mg WPy, ::.%

hearing before the U.S. Coype oF fst Pri

wand it was quite impossible to read.”” Many halluci- . :
o q P dria, Va. Whittaker tried frantic L In A fy
y

nated and often fainted. | . g . ally S in g
To crush the strike, prison officials tried everything writ—cven hiding out in his owr, s o. :

from dire threats to tempting the strikers with ﬁ:ed hear::;g hwas hf?ldl N?venlber 23 ang 3 2‘11 mm‘&

chicken, mashed potatoes and all the trimmngs. pack ouse, including newspy 4 by I,
: Per re Oy

far and wide. Po 3

Nothing worked. After seven days, the fasters were

rten &0’:
dangerously weak. There was no escaping it—forced .

Both attorneys argued eloquer, dy
Or 1yes:

feeding was next. And facing that took the last ounce ~ Americans who, as O’Brien declareq “J“Stlce .
of courage they had left. One prisoner reported, ~ roaded to Occoquan, where unspe 3kal-;1 Were g
“I was seized and laid on my back, where five people occurred, fo.r the sole purpose of terro:- t"’llta],'n-Q
held me, [one] leaping upon my knees. . .. Dr. Gannon and compelling them to desist from, doinlzmgt
then forced the tube through my lips and down my they have every legal right to do” § Why -
throat, I was gasping and suffocating from the agony The sympathetic judge called the testim
of it. I didn't know where to breathe from, and  on the prisoners’ behalf “blood-curdhng.,, any 8w,
everything turned black. ... " compelling than any evidence was the appeaut
A Washington prisoner later recalled: the prisoners themselves. Haggard, pale andm;l;eﬁ

ented, many with ugly bruises sustaineq i o,
: 1
Three times a day for fourteen days Alice Paul and Rose  Night of Terror, some barely able to wajj o ?gd'i!
Winslow have been going through the torture of forcible  right, their condition sent a wave of shocked it

feeding. I know what that torture is. The horrible griping throughout the courtroom. The sight of th:::belid
treated women, vividly reported in newspa::&
clinched their case. The judge ordered the prison:l
immediate transfer to the Washington jail Pendin
further review—and the grim conflict took 2 st:f
tling turn.

For months the government had gone to ¢

tremes—even breaking the law—to suppress
picketing. But the movement only grew stronger;
public opinion shifted toward the women. Clexk

and gagging of swallowing six inches of stiff rubber
tubing—{it] 15 not to be imagined. That over, there is the or-
deal of waiting while the liquids are poured through—then
the withdrawal of that tube! With streaming eyes and parched,
burning throat, one wonders how the people of this nation
already tasting blood and pain can let this be done. . . .

The prisoners endured their punishment with un-
wavering resolve, but they were near collapse. If they

11 SUFFRAGISTS

cy Was not working,. Perhaps in recogmuon
P, chree days oaftcr the Alexandria hearing—and
f el cxplananons—all suffragist prisoners were
rclcast-

on N ovember 27, emerging from the jail to blink
e nlight after ﬁvg weeks of living death, Alice
in could not stand without assistance. But her in-
paul ble will was intact as she declared, “We were
dor ¢ of jail as we were put in—at the whim of the
» She hoped that “no more demonstra-
will be necessary. that the Federal Amendment
its way, but added, “What we do depends
he Government does.”

,brupdy

gons
js well on

alks that Christmas season. The picketers were gone,
v . former prisoners having retreated to heal their
wounds' [t was only a truce: They would be back 4
soon tO continue the fight.

Several developments that took place in early 1918
were morale boosters. On January 10—40 years to
the day smnce it was introduced into Congress—the

Anthony Amendment was passed by the House of
Representatives. In March the District Court of Ap-
peals overturned as illegal all the arrests and jailings
of the suffragists. And soon afterward—going almost
annoticed except by his former victims—William
Whittaker’s tenure as superintendent of the Occo-
quan workhouse was abruptly terminated.
Nevertheless, a long road lay ahead before the ulti-
mate victory on August 26, 1920, when the Anthony
Amendment finally took effect as the 19th Amendment
to the Constitution. But for many who lived through
it, the climatic battle took place in the fall of 1917,
when Alice Paul and her courageous, half-starved
band laid their lives on the line to defy a repressive

government——and the government backed down.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

IS

T TR L e T e R SV R L S e

1 What was the goal of the Susan B. Anthony
Amendment to the Constitution? Why
so much opposition that it took forty years to get the
amendment added to the Constitution?
2 How did the personalities of Alice Paul and Lucy
Burns differ? What strengths did each of these women
bring to the suffrage movement? Why would the
author conclude that those two women “comple-
mented each other perfectly”?

3 Explain President Wilson’s position on the 'w.om-
Things Were peaceful along the White House side- en’s suffrage issue at the start of his first adxmmstr‘a-
tion. How did Alice Paul pressure him to recogmze
the importance of her cause?

did it foment

After the start of the Great War of 1914-1918,

what change took place in the public reaction o the
suffragist demonstrations? Explain how growing pa-
triotism and calls for unity during the Great War
helped the federal government justify its harsh treat-

ment of the White House picketers.'[‘hink of other
wars where civil liberties have been sacrificed for the
sake of national umty.

5 Describe the conditions that the suffragists endured
in the Washington, D.C. jail and the Workhouse for
Women at Occoquan, Virginia. How did Alice Paul
and her fellow prisoners protest such harsh treatment?
6 Why did the Progressive reform movement need
pressure before it supported women’s suffrage? Do
the personalities of Theodore Roosevelt (selection 9)
and Woodrow Wilson (selection 12) offer clues as to
why such pressure was necessary? Do those selections
also help you better understand why the Progressives
did not advocate equal rights for African Americans

(see selection 10)?



