[ The laft WORDS and Dying SPEECH of
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AME S,

Who was Executed at Boston, on Thurfday the z1ft Day of Offober, 1773, for BURGLARY.

Taken from his own Mouth, and Publifthed ac his defire, as a folemn Warning to all, more particularly Young People.

There is a Way that feemeth right uito a Mau, tut the End thereof are the #ays of Death.

LEVI AMES, z4¢d tweaty-one years, was born in Groren,

in New-England, of a credible family, my father’s name was

Faceb Amei, who Jied when T was but two years old.  Tam

the ficfk of tuc family who was ev:r difgraced. My prevail-

ing fia.and rhatfor which [am (von o fuffer death wasThicy-
ingy vopraftice which | beganecarl and purfucd it conltanty; except
stcecuin incervals when my confcience made me uneafy,and I re-
folv*d to do fo no more.

My fistt thefis were fmall. I n chis awful praltice by fteal-
in; a couple of eggs,ihen a jack-knife, after that iome chalk. But
being deccéted and reproved for cae crime, I thought to repent
and reform § but found mybelf powerfully urged to repeat this
wicked the tempeations of the devil ; with which I again

plied. ly tender Mother fecing me take fuch horrid cour-

and dreading she confequences, often entreated and pleaded
with me to turn from my evil ways, a0d I as often “affured her
that I would. Had I followed her good advice and council, I
fhould never-have come to chis (hamefol and untimely end. But
1 am now made to fecl the anger of God againft wc, for my dif-
obedienze to my parent! God wiil not Iet difobedicat children
pafs unpunifhed. i

Haring got from under my mother’ I ftill went om in my
old way of ftealing ; and not being itted to live with the
perfon 1 chofe to livewich, I ran away from my mafter, which
opencd 2 wide door to tempration,aad helped on my ruin;"for be-
ing indolent in temper, and hzving no honzft way of fupporting
myfelf, L robbed athers of their propeery. .

‘About this time 1 ftolc a gun ati¥oburn, from Foiab Richardfon,
aad a large filver fpoon from one Mr. Hzward of the fame towa.
1 chen broke open the fhop of Mr. Edward Hammsnd, ia the
county of Plymouts, and took out 2 picce ot broad-cloth, and
fome moncy. I ftole between eweniy and chirty dollars from a-
nother perion, whoft name { have forgot. [ broke apen the
fhop of Mr. 7seas Cutler, of Grota+, aud took from him a good
piete of broad<loth, 3 quantity of filk mitts, and feveral picces
of filk hankerchicfs. [ alfo ftole 3 quastity of money from Fo-
aathan Hemmind, of Wertbam, and 1 bat from fenas Dix, Efg; of
the ame ?h:: i and when in goal at Cambris I fole a filver
i which was brought from Mr. Brediifb's the goal-keeper
for me to cat with, [ robbed the Rev. M. Clart of Lexington,
of 3 tankard, twelve tea fpoons, onclarge dit. a pepper-box, and
two pair of fagar tongs. I 1ifo ftole from Mr. Keith at Natick,
two coatsand jackets, with which I drefied myfclf when I came
10 Bafsn ; Lgave Jobn Battle rwenty dollars 1o make up the marc-
ter with Mr. Keith, beinf xan of the moaney I flole from Mr.
Hammond of Witham. ole ten or cleven dollars from Mr.
Symends of Lexingtoa, wh 0 in law Mr. Meriam, while 1 was
in prifon, informcd me wh was and how to geeit,
but he mever received 2 3 cd he gave me this in~
formation thro’ cavy azauft his father in law, thro' waofe means
hewas !h:nfco:ﬁn;d fur debs. l'_ flole a ?air of filver buckles,
and 2 pair of turncd pump: oot of 2 pair of (addle ar 'S
tl'anpi‘nw.mxkbu 5 the buckles were marked 1. D?ahkﬁ*-
Evered to & wanat Marlborangh, 2 blackfnith, to m.ke op with
him for fome fockings [ ook from him ; his psme I do not re-
member. i twifted 2 padlock and cnter’d thecellar of 2 Mini-
frer’s houfe at Marfbersugh, E then went up the cellar ftairs, light-
«cd a candle in ordes to get fome victuals. 1 have feveral times
uken fundry articles off of lines, hedges, feaces, bufhes, apple-
trees, grafs, &c. bur cannot recoiledt the owners. 5o, Cook and §
ftole two great coats and fold them. I have left three fbirts and
teveral pair of itockingy 2t Scipiz Burnaw’s at Newbury-Port : 1
then went by the namz of Jfiac Lawrence. Iftole an ax out of
1 cart and hid itin a frone "wall berween I¥atertown and Byfow,
{the night hcfore I took the moacy trom Mr. K. inLigrle-
Cambridge, neae 10 Me.Duna's tavern, there [left s witha defign
to fell it when I came back.  I'broke open the houle of Mr. Rice
in Marlborcugh, on the Lords day, while the people were gone to
public worfhip, haviag, been advifedeo it by Daniel Cak, when we
wes= in C:a. gr.fGoal ; was 1zkenin the hoole, and returned the

things to gh &
- U faw Ths C:2k who told me he had feven
viz. a tankard, 2 number of able fpoons,
hefe he Cug vp while T was with bim ; we
h away frum that 3l ice and hid them in a flone wall,
rB, cioic to the iz of the bull on H7entham road, bat
infarmed me where he get them, or how he came by
he offored me Raltis § would ditpofe of them, buc 1 was

affraid 10 do ir,

Laft Fuio an Irithman who called h's name Thomar Smith, of
middle fature, much mark:d wichthe fmall-pox, told me that he
kncw of 2 waich which was tiken from his excellency fome time
ago, and 1 fufpoéted that he was the perfon who flole it, becanfe
e faid e know the governor’s houfe well : He ato afured me
thar bis Excelle: uliderable quantity of money in the

me 10 go with him 10 get it.  1denied,

ureraor bad many fervanies, which I urged as

iy Twould not join him. He fil he had one to af-

£ift hin, whote name he would nor tell me, ualefs 1 would be on=
of the partv.  He facther delared tha ke thoold go well arm. g
wich fwords and pirtols. U pon this 1 ablalucely refuizd, Secaurs
Lnever thought of murdirirs any man, nthe ol of A my
fcene of theiving.  Fle thu
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eat and drank and went off without paying. A fuw evenings af-
ter, I rewurned fhoved up the window, and put in my hand and
ftole 3 box with a johanncs,fome 1mall change,a pairof knee buck-

onded fested

Prov. 14. 1.

merey. I was ac times ready to dc]f,)z.lr of the mercy of God.
But miniflers who viiited me, adured me that the bload of
Chrift was futficicnt to cleanfe me fram all fim,which gave mea lit-

les, wnd fleeve burrons, for which I was pp
the faét, returned the goods, was punithed 2nd fet at liberry.
The fame night as above [ 1ok a horfe out of Killingsley, and
rode him down o the county of Wercyfer, where I broke a
fhop open about day light, and took a quanticy of coppers, and
a rempant of fawin: Uhe owoers have got th magam. Iallo
robbed 2 baker ar Rbsie-ifland of a quantity of coppers which 1
found in thres batkets, and {pent them.

As for At-soed, in company with whom I committcd that theft
for which Lam foon to dic, my acquaintance with him began in
the following manoer—1 was fi2o 10g at 2 countryman’s cart, in
the market ac Sofon, alking the price of a trkey 3 Arwoaf came
up ro me, and we fell into coaveifation, he siked meto watk with
him 1o Beacon-Hill, which I did—We afk:d cach other a™ut the
place of -efort. [ told him that } fodged atCapt. Dicke, . He
1aid his money was alk [pent except one copper, which he hadin
a fouff-box. [ afked him where he b:longed ? He faid he was
born in an Hliad in the Weft-Indies, and that his parents hved in
Rhode-[fland. T afked him where he h.d been 2 he told mc that
he laxely came from Porffmouth. 1told him that fince he had no
moncy, if he would go with me (2 my lo 1 would give him
fome dinner—I afked him what he wou'd do with feme filver
F'lk- if he had any ro difpofe of ? He told me he kuew of 2 gald-

mith who would take it, becaufe he had ald fome to him before .
i tolit kim I knew where there was fome, and if he weuld go
me, we would get it ; to which he confenter.  We thea went to
Meaozorty, and fouod it hid in a flooe wall. W kept ithabout us
till next Morning.  Hetold me he knew of a Vendut matter in
Beflon, with whom he had lived, who had a large fum of Money
by him, and if [ would join bim, we would get it. Iatked who it
was ; he faid Mr., Bicker. We accordingly agreed to ftel i
night, after we had flept, we weat w a joiner’s thop, into which I
entered and took outthree chizels ; we then wene o Mr. Hivker's
Houfc, and on the way were hailed by a warchman, to whom we
anfwered, Friends. Having come to Mr. Zicker's houfe, we found
 front chamber wizdow open ; we pulled off ourthoes, and 7.
Atwood with my affiftance climed up 1o the window, and entered
the houfe, and apened the doors for me ; we then went rogether
to the defk, which we broke open with the chizels.  Atuead pul.
led out the ficlt drawer, and faid there was {mall change in it,
‘which was all he could 6nd.  As he was going away, I pulled ouc
another drawer, in which I found a bag of filver coin.— Aftec
that we came out, and went to fox-hill, ncar 1he powder-houfe,
there we hid the plate, which we had kept in our pockets while
we were ac fupper, and when we cotered Mr. Bicker'shoufe. The
fmall change in filver, which Atwead ook cqually divided,
the gold which Afugod had then fecreeed | knew no-
of, nor did he ever gite me any of ir. Before fun.
faw him ac Mr. Zel’s, when he informed me that 3
warrant was cut for me ; he went with me to f#inifmit, and ad.
vifed me to go over 1ke ferry, promifing to mect me atPertfmenth
the chnel%ay following st the houle iz which he was taken. [
reworned again to Boflon to fee if any of my cloaths were done,
which I had befpoke ; on Saturday I was taken by Mr. Bicker and
committed 10 goal, and (aw Afwosd no more il § faw him in the
prifon yard afier he was apprehended.

Chus have I given an account of tiat fhocking manner in which
1 have filled up athort life, and of which  2m now athamcd,
May God forgive me my dreadful wednefs, committed bowh
againft him, 2nd many worthy men, of whom alio [ would atk
forgivenefs, it being not in my power to maie reititurion, which
ificwas [ would readi’y do it—J alib forgive
Jeph Arund, who fwore on
Mr. Bicker firft, and let him s confcicace,
that he entered firftand let me in charity with all man-
kind. Bucthough { lived fuch a wicked lif, it was not without

Icience. For arter | had ftolen, 1 have
been fo difirefied at times, as to bz obliged ta go back, and throw
the ftolen goods at the door, or into the ya-d, that the owners
might have them again.- And not buiote 1was taken
for this laft robbery, 1 pafled the gllows on B:fm neck
with fome ftolen goods under my arm ; when iy conicicace ter-
ribly fwmote me, and I tho't [ fhould furely di re, if [ did not
leave off this courlc of life. What 1 then fcu2d, is now come
upon me.

Having thus given am account of my drea 1ul fife ~ 7 wicked-
acfs, I would alio mention the masner in which | luve conduéted,
and my mind has been exercifed dyring oy conlihement in goal,
fince the awful featence of DEATH was paby'd vpon me.

At tirfz T had fecret hopes »7 eitape ;i thar Iihould by fome
means get out of prifor.  When 1 faw thar it s impoffible, 1
endeavoured to rz.oncile mylelf as well as ¥ coud,
fcicnce mad- wac uncafy—I cheught I 3ad been 10 w
fhou!” .enainly go to Hell. when b contidere:
<y time was, E kaew [ could not do goad works 0 go tuifzaven,
To Hell then 1 was fure Ltheuld go. And 1 feemcd ta have
fuch 2n awful fight of H:ll and the Grave, that [ was very much
territied indeed—1 thea ook to drink ng firo.2 liguor is order
to drown my forrow. Bur this would ot deo—1 e it that off and
touk 1o reading my bible ; my confuicnce bcime [y uncafy, that
I could have 0o ret, Q! a wounded conftienc: who can bear 2
Tricd to pray ; butit came into my mind that the poayeis o) *te
wicked would pot be heard. Yot Tiould nut helf crying for

[

e Xl 1 go on crying to God. 1 aow hcg::k\‘u ua-
derftand fomcthing of 1hat law of God whick i had as

demning me for the wickedncli of my heart as well as life—
1 faw chat I was unduac, th e« my heait and life were bad beyoad
alt account. I faw that if God thould damn rac 2 thoufand times
he would be juft, and I fhould hasc nothing to 1ay. Ia this con-
ditian I was a week before the time firit fixcd for my exccution—
The lofs of body and foul made me tremble 3 though 1 could noe
frecly tell all thac I felt to alt who catie tofee me. 1 thought
that if 1 fhould be executed in thus coudition, I muft be dragged
like a bulluck to the flaughter.

ButGod's name be blcffed forever ;. that onFriday evening, the
8th inftant. [ twrned over a litcle book which was put into my
hands, in which 1 faw, Ezck. 3u. 25, 27. o new beart will Igive
you, and a new fpirit will 1 put uzon you : and I wiil take awa;
the fiony beart cut of your fiesin and 1 will give you « beart of
And [ wiil pour cut my fpirst upon you, &c. is at once furpei-
zed me ; 1 knew :hat I waated this new heart; and could not
help looking on this 1sGod's gracious promifc 1o me : and I tha't
that as 1 knuw God could not lic, if | would not believe this, [
would belicve ndthing : my mind atoace feit ealy. 1 now faw
that T had fioned againft God all my life with as much envy, as
crer | killed 2 fake ; which I always hated,

Afrer this [ had, and now have fuch a view of the way of (al-
vation by Chrift, that I flt and do feel my foul reft on him as
only hope of falvation. Since which | have fouad peuzofn.iz
anger againdt myfclf for fin, and a defire to be made holy. Ar
1imes the serrors of deash feem 10 be at other timmes I
am full of fears left | fhould deccive mylclf. Yet I cannot bat
hope that Chrit has frecly pardonedme.  On him { defire 1o reft
liviog and dying ; and to give him ull the peaife.

And now s adyiug man I mention the following things, vis,

t. To keep your doors and windows {hut on evenings, and fe-
cured wellco preveat teroptation.  And by 0o means to ufe fmall
locks on the outfide, onc of which § have twifled wich eafe whea
1empted 1o ftea).  Aliv not to leave lomen or Cothes out =
n‘ﬁht. which have often proved & foare to me.  Travellers [ aj-
vife to fecuic their ladd'c bags, buvty, &c. is the chambers where

they lodge.

1. Parents and mafters § ent=eat who have any cancern for snu

connedtion with childecn, 10 have an cye oves ticir sdtioas ; 214
10 take fpecial care for their pecious sadiminoreal wuls.

3- Adl Perfons whether ol or yuung,'who may fec thefe
Ipoks as it were by a poor, dying, finful man, new bovnd
chains, andd who Las but a
daunch into an cadiels cternity § guard againdt cvery empration
to fia, Ifatany time you zre tempted ta do any thing Lke the
Eoor loul who now fpraks 10 you, earneltly pray w0 Gud for

rength o reliit tic emptation, a5 well as for sepentance for
your paft fins.

The youth more cfpecilly I would folemnly cxution agaiat
the vices to which they arc moft Ulin’d. —Such as bed Wemen,
who bave undone mapy,and by whowm 1 al(> have fuffered much 5
the unlawful iatercouric them U have found by fad experi-
ence, fcading to alwoft cuivy fin.  Lalfo warn them to goard a-
grinft the firft empation to difcbedience t2 parents.  Had 1 re.
garded ta¢ many kindioticar'esand reprootsof my render Mother,
Ibad never come to this {hameful and untimely death.

Profane curfng und fwezring 1 alfo bear ray dying teftimoay a-
gai:ﬂ, as 2 horrid tin, and rery provoking ta God.

or mutt [ omit 1o mearion . %o which people
are much inchio'd, and which -ﬁrz, prevails m";::gmi.. o
many. For when a youth hath gamed away all his morzcy, be
will be tempred evun to fteal from his mafier or paresas, in order
toget aLit uga’e.  DBefides, this 6in lads 10 drunkeanefi Jnother
dreadful vice,

There is ane fin more that | muft warn a'l perions ag iadt, and
thatis, s profanativn of the Lo say, ard of pubdic wwsr) 1
how many fuch days b2vel defpilcd, and while others have been
engared in ferving Gy ave been employed in wikedach,
which { nrw confels with gricf of beant.

4. i huv one requeft more 10 make from the borders of the
grave,a compliancewich which i carncly defired by & poor dying
mortal ; which is, That 0o perfon, old or young, weuld ever re-
et on my poor dearMther, or Brother, or any of my ret - s,
on account of my thamehul an! untinely deatts, who couls
prevent my wickednefs, and hise troubie tco ruch 10 b borne,
by the hc 1 have lived, 20d v dearh 1 am o due.

¥ defire fincereiy 1o thask i the good minifters of the town,
who have taken great paing winme cver fince the feptence of
death was pait upon me, to ruvinee me of my vabappy Swation,
of my loft and undone coaditias by nature, of my sgrravasing
fins by pradtice, and of the iothitely free rich grace and mercy
of God, only thry’ the merits ad mediacion of my dear faviour
Jefus Chr I aliv thank i be people both of town and
couatry, who, {hive reafon 8 chink, Mave offered up many
prayers at the throne of grace fie me. I alfo thauk Mr 9ris,
the goal-keepcr aod his family, *holggve il been very kiod
me duriLg riy confinemcntin 4

And now may Jufus Chrift foane me, the worft of En-i2e, u’
he did the thief on the crols, i€ b docy not, 1 am forever undone’
in foul and bedy ! C

Acreit,  Josrru 0T, Levd Arm'.r

Do Gov'K eper.

+p oppefite the Court-1loufe in Qzen Sirest.
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