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The laft WORD
and dying Speech of

LEV{ AMES, sged twenty-one years, was born 1a Gretes, in New-

England, of a ctedibie family, my father’s name was Facob Ames,
; who dicd whea I was but two years old. [ am the firk of the
: family who was ever difgraced, My prevailing fin, aad that foc
#hich | am foon to fuffer death was Thiswing ; to pralice which I be-
gae early and purfued it conflsntly ; ex~pt st certsin jntervals when
my conicience made me unealy, and { refolv’'d to do (o no more.

My ficht chefeo were fmall. 1 began this awful prallice by Realing 2
couple of eggs, then ajack knile, sfier that fome chalk. But beiog de-
ie@ed and reproved fur the crime, [ thought to repent and reform ; but
found myfelf powerfully urged to repeat this wickednefs, by the tempta-
tions of the devil ; with which [ again complicd. My tender Mother
feeing me take fuch horrid coutles, and dreading the confequences, often
entrosted and pleaded with me to tutn from iy evil ways, and | svoften
affured hes that | would. Had I foliowed her good advice and council,
[ hoeld mever have come to this hameful and untimely end. Bue |
am now made to feel the anger of Goud again® me, for my difbedience
1o my parest ! God will not let difobedient children pafs unpunithed.

Having got from under my mothe’s eys, I Rill wene an in my ald
way of flealing ; and not being permitted tolive with the perfon 1 chofe
to live with, [ ran sa@ay trom my mafter, which opencd a wide door to
remptation, & helped on sy ruin ; for being indolent in temper, and hav-
ing no honett way of fupporting mylelf, | robbed others of cheir property.

About chis time [ ftole s gun at Wsburm,from Fofiuh Richardjem,and a
‘arge filver fpoon from one Mr. Heward of the lam= town, | then bicks

pen the th sp of Mr. Edward Hammimnd, in the county of Plymsurh, and
| - a0k out a piece of broad-cloth, and fom: muney. | flole between 20
and 3 dcliars feom another perfon, whofe name [ have forgat,  Ibreke
‘pen ihe fanp of Me. Fomas Cutler, of Grotam, and took from him a gned
sece of brosd-cloth, a quantity of {i'c muts, and fevera! pieces ot i k
wandkerchiefs. [ alfu Boie a quanticy of money from Fonatlan Ham-
mind of IWaltham, and a hat from fomas Dix, Lig; of the fame plice ;
a1l when iy goal at Cambridge, | trole a filver fpoun which was brought
‘enm M. Bradi's the goai-keepsr for me to cat with. [ robbed the
Rev. Ms. Clark of Lexingten, of 4 tankard *welve tea (porins, ore la-ge
ti0, 3 proper bax, ad / wo paic of fug e Dl it e fram M.
Ketd at Natick, two coars and jazkers, wity shich I dectled m, felf when
{cime to Baflen ; 1 gave 7 bn Bittle 20 do) 4» v miske up the matter
-ith Mr. Keith, being pasa of the monzy [ e Fom M firmond of
Vaitham, | Role ten oc 2leven dobiats fom M . Sym-nds ot L x'ngion

shofz fon in law, Mr, Meriam, while | was in pnfon, st rm d me
where the money was and haw 10 ge.ir, buf hic never tecavid any of
1 ; | fuppoled e gave me *his 1. fota..2on theg’ ~ave azacht his fagher
in law, thro’ whofc mo1ns he was thea contined for d b | Role 2 prir
«f fi'ver buckles, and » vs-r ot rurned punss oue f 1 e of fddle begs
st Leafon's cavern wo Wuiv im0 s o™l s werr ked 1. D. whieh |
delivered to 2 mea at 47, ' ugh, a viekumith. . nike up with him

w fome Rockings [ tock trom tum ; his mame  In - 2 remember. |

*wifted 3 padioek and en'ae'd the cedar of 2 M ail s houie st Marl-
wesuph, Fehea wen. . the cellar P11, ) Wit o randle in order topct
finewi@®uals, «hy L. .l s rake . (ona., ariicies off of lines,
ncdges, fences, buthes, apple-tieer, gials, &c. hut cinnot recoll=@ the

aners.  The Cosk and | fole twn great coaty and £ them. | have
‘eft three th e aad feveral paic -.f Rockings ac Scipie Burmam's at New-
sury-Porg : | then went by the name of Jjaar Lowrence. | thole an axe

'ut of 2 cart and hid it in @ Rone wsll tetwean Fuurtown and Bsfen,
{*he night before [ tack the money trom Mr. Hemmend) in Litte Cam-
tridge, neat ta Mc, Dana's tavern, there I left ic with s defign 1o fel? nt
"when 1 came back. [ broke operi the houfle of Mr. Ricein Mo lberough,
n the Lord’sday, while the peaple were gone to public worthip, having
been advifed to it by Daniel Cosk, when we were ia Concerd Goal ; was
raken in the Nowfe, and returned the things to the Owner,

Some time laft fall 1 icx The. Csod who told me he had feven prunds
of plae bid, viz. a tankard; a mumber of (adle dprons, and 1 foup dito ;
shefe he up while [ was with him ; we €1 ried them away from that
plice sad dud them in & Bons wall, near at, |, cinfe (o the fizn of che
bail on reuthen, road, bet be never informed me where he o them,
or how he came by them ; he offered me half if I would difpcfc .t them,
but I was afraid to do it.

Lak Fuwue an [rilhman who called his name Themar Smivs, of middle
tature, much marked with the fmall-pox, tola ae thar he s w fa
watch whichr was taken from his excellency fume time ag - d | fuf
pe@ted that he was the perlon whe #nlc it, becaufe he f2id he knew the
governoc’s boufs well : He alfo sffured me tha: hie cxcellzncy had a
¢11fiderable quantity of maney in the houfe, wnd ~tked e to go with
him to get it. [ deniod, knowing that the grvernor L.aa manv fervants,
which [ urged a1 & teafon why | would not j.on him.  H- f4id be had
e to sffit him, whofe asme ha wosld nc tefl me il | would be
one of the party. He farther declared that ne fh.uld 3 well armed
with (words and piftols. Uban this I a*-Miately relfed, b-caul- [ never
thought of murdesing any man, in the midtt of 21l m: (ce.ie of thieving.
He thought to prevail on me by tellii: me that there was 3 cheft-of
dollars in the houfe,but I would nat g3 with them.

In the {sme monch (June) | lodged at o tavern in Kilingiley, or Pem-
fret ta Comneflicns government, on the kord’s day, where | <at and drank
d wene off without paying. A few evanings after 1 retu.ned, thoved

1p the windrw, and putin my hand and fal~ 2 b -x with a jhinnes,
".me (nall change, 2 pair of knce buckles, and flaeve nuttens, {1 which

evi Ames,

Taken from his own Mouth, and publifhed at his Defire, as a folemn Warning to all, more particularly young Peoplc.

There is a Way that fecmeth right unto a Man, but the End thereof are the Ways of Deatb.

I was apprehended, cont. iTed (b€ fadk, returned the gonds, was punifhed
and fet at liberty. The fame might as above I tovk & horfe out of
Killingslzy, and rode him down 0 the county of Werceflir, where { broke
a thop open about day-light, ard took a quantity of coppers, and s rem-
nant of fattin : The owners k v¢ got them again. 1 alfo robbed 2
baker s¢ RMJﬂ‘QJ.of s qust -y of coppers which I fouad ia theee
bafkets. and fpent them,

As fac Aiwsed, in company with whom [ committed that theft for
which I am foon to die, my acgidintancs with him began in the follow-
ing manner—] was Randing a¢ 4 countryman’s cart, in the market at
Biflen, ufking the price of a turkey ; Arweed came up to me, and we fell
into conveifation, he afked me 1 walk with him to Beacon-Hill, which
[ did==We afked each other abeut the plsce of refort. | told him that
I'lodged at Capt. Dickey's. He faid his money wa: all fpeat encept
one copper, which he had in a fsu-box. | sfked bim where he belong-
¢d ? He faid be was born in an [fland in the Weft-Indies, and that his
parents lived in Rbode-1fland, 1 afked him where he had been 7 he
teld me shat be lately came from Porifmeattr. 1 told him that fince he
had no money, if he would go vith me to my lodgings, I would give
him fome dinner—I sfked him what he would do with fome filver plate,
if he had any to diipole of 2 Ht told me he knew of 3 goldimith who
would take ir, becaule he bad bld fome to him before. 110ld him I
knew where there was fome, sad if be would go with me, we would
getit; to which he confented. We then went o Mimitomy, and
found it hidin a flone wall. We kcpi 1t abaut ts il Lex: Morning,
He told me he knew of 2 Venlee malter in Byicn, with whom he had
lived, who had a large fum of money by him, snd if 1 wruld join him,
we would getit, [afked who it was ; he fuid Mr. Bikr. Wesc-
cordingly agieed 1o feal it At night, after he had fl-pt, we wemt to
a joiged’s fhp, into which [ enered snd tock out three chizels ; we
then went to Mr, Bicker's Hode, and ca the way were hailed by a
wstchman, to whom we anfwered Friends. Havir-g come to Mr. Bick-
¢r's houfe we found s front chanber wind )w cpen ; we pulled (f our
th ses, snd Folo Aiwnd with my »Bifance climbed up to the windaw,
sad entered che houfe, snd co~ 4 the doors for me ; we then went
togather (0 the defh, wiich we ok opun with (he chizwle.  Mrweed
pulled ~ut the fisft drawer, and (sid there was [mall charge in it, which
was ull he could find.  As be was going away, | pulled out another
drawer, in which | #vend 4 bag 3i filver coin,—After that we came our,
and went to fox h.., n.ar tke powder-houfe, there we hid the plare,
which we had kep in owr pock:s while we were at fupper, and when
we enteied Mr Bicker's houfe. The fmall change in fiiv-e, which Ae-
wid to-k were (qu.lly divided, tho’ the gold which frwsed had hen
fecreted I knew n.bing of, nor did be ever give me any of it.  Befure
funfet I faw him 2 Vie, Bell’s, when he infoimed me that 8 warrant was
out frr e 5 S atae withme 1o Binifimit, sad adviled me to go over he
‘eery, promifing to meet ove st Pers/mouth the Wednefduy follnwing at the
houie in wineh he was taken, [ retuined again 10 Beflem t) fee sf any of
the closths were done,which | had befpoks ; on Ssturday | was taken by
Mr. Bicier snd comminsed to gosl, snd {aw Atweed no more tili | [aw
bLim in the prifon ymd after ke wes spprehended.

Thus heve I given an sccount of thae thacking msnperin v hich |
have f.led vpa fhortlife, and of which | am now afhamed. Miay God
forgive mc my dreadful wickedwefs committed both againft him, sad
many worthy men, of ebom aifo | would afk forgivenels, it beiny notin
my power to make reftieusion, wh:ch if it was § would readily duir. lalfo
forgive from my heart Foftph Mewssd, who {a0ic on my trisl that ] en-
tered the houfe of Mr Bicker fick, andiet him in, whea he kaows in
his confcience, that he entered firR and let me in, [ dicin charity
with 3l! maakind. But ¢ h [ lived fuch 8 wicked life, it was not
without (ome fevese checks of cosfciencs.  For after | had folen, | have
been fo diftreffed ot times, as ¢o e obliged to go bick, 20d throw the
ficlen goods s the door, or into?1e yard, that the Owners might bave
them agair.=~And not long before T was taken for this lsfh robbery, |
pofied tha gallows en Befien - with fome floien uwnder my
871, ; when my comienun teve,. .. a8, aod | tho'c | auid (urely
dic there, if | did not leave off th  _owrfe of life. What | then feared,
is Aow come up 3N B, commmmm

Having thwe given an socoun of my dreadful life of wiciinefs, |
would slfo mention the asaner in which [ heve conduled, «nd my
.ind has been exercied duriang my confinement in .goal, flace the awiu!
featence of DEATH: wes pafs’d upon me.

At firft I had fecret hopes of efcape ; that [ fhould by fome mesns
get out of prifon. When | faw thet it @es impofible, | eadeavoured
to reconcile myfelf ss well a3 | could. My confeience mede me uaealy.
I theught | had been fo wicked that I (heuld certaialy o to Hell, —
And when | confideted how fhort my time was, [ knew 1 could not do
good works to go to Hesven. To Hell then | was fure | fhould go.—
And { (eemed to have fuch sa swiul fght of Hell and the Grave that 1
was very much terrifizd indeed=—1 thes tonk 1o drinking &rong liquor
in order to deown my (orrow. Bat this would not d. —1 left thatoF
30d took to ceading mv bible ; my conicience becamie 1 wacely, that
I could heve no reft, O ! a wounded confcience whe can beas 7 | iried
10 pray ; but it came into my mind that ae prayers of the wicked would
not be heard.  Yet | could not hetp crving for mesey. 1 was ot times
rexdy to difpiic of the mercy of (314,  But thre-minifiers who vilied me,
2flured me that the bload of Chiilt was (uflicient to clernfe me from all
fin, which gave me 3 lirle smcoursg-ment to go on crying to God, ==
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§ now began to underfand (omething of that law of God which !
had broken, as coademning me for the wickednefs of my heart as
wel! as life—I1 (aw that [ was undone, thst my heart and lite wa
bad beyond all account. | faw that if (God (houid damn me .
thoufand times he wnuld be jult, and | fhould hive aothing to fay
In this condition T v _s a week before the time firlt fixed for =
execution—The lofs of bod; and foul made me tremble ; thouyh
I could not freely tell all that 1 feit to all who came to fee me. |
thought that if 1 thould be exsecuted in this condition, 1 mutt be
dragged like 2 bullock to the flaughter,

But Gd's name be blefled forever ; that on | riday evening, the
8:h inttant  tuened over a little book which was put ints my hand-,
in which T faw, Ez-k. xxxvi. 26, 25, A mew Feart wid 1 grve yeu,
and o mew fpirit will I prt within yow - ar. ] enl tads arayite fiomy
beart outof your fiefp, and I wnll 1ve yru a heart of vk Aed [
pour ot my foiri wpom you, K. i at ence turpraed e |
knew that | wanted thi. new heart . wnd o o n L helyp § g
on this as (Goo's grect -us promule to me . and P crhatas Levew
God ceuld not tee, it I wouid not belteve this, 1w wid hey o re
thing : my mind at once feit eafy. ] now faw o> o ] hae o
sgain®? God all my life with a3 much env), st ever | killed o 1. ok,
which 1 alwavs hased,

After this [ rad, snd now buve fuch a vicor of the way ¢f /'
tion by Chiift, ¢hat | felt and do feel my (4! rett co b v
only hepe of Ldvatton.  Si.e whica 1 have found prace cf n
anger againft m) cli for f10, and a defieto benece he's, 4
times the tersors cf death feem 10 be removed : at oiner umes 1 an
full of feary left | hould deceive myfe't. Yet | cannce bu: heie
that Chiift has freely pasduned me.  On bim I defire toret, linir,
and dying ; and to give bim all 1he praife.

And naw a3 a dying man | mentin the following things, viz

1. To keep your dosrs and windows fhut en svenings, and feiured v /..
10 prevent sempiation.  And by ne means ufs fmall lscks on the ewrride
one of which ] have 1 fled with eafs when tempted 10 Aral.  Aijs n:1
46 leove linmin or clst”  out ot might, ewhich bave rltem proved o n.s

E

tome. Travellers . .tfe to fucura thasr fudde bags, bret ¢ n
chambers where they lodye.

2. Parents and moflers [ anireat who Loveany oncom fir  omion
i methiom with chiidrem, 10 kave am eye sver thar aflioms y and 0 06
s Jpecial care for thar precious and immeriis ol
13 Al perfoms whesher old or young, whe woy fer theis limer, foake o
‘ i were by a poer, dying. ﬁufnf man, mow beund tn Farms, amd wrs 2
§ but a fhovt fpacs of time befor s be mufl luyn b 1mts dn andee)s cterm
V guard ogainfl every temptarion to fin.  If ot omy ime you are tem ey
1 alfo warn thim 10 guard ogainfl she firfl 1empranien 10 difobecience
o patents. Hed [, .garded the many hind intreaties and raproafs of my
tender Morther, I bad never come 10 1his homful cnd yn:-mely death,

1o do omy thing like the pror fau! whe mow fpeaks to y:u, ovay 5 (iad 2
firength te vefiR the tomptatien. and for repemtarce 137 yiur Py fins
The y wib mors efpecially 1 wonld felemnly coutiom again®t 1he vier o
which they are mefl inclin'd.—Such 45 bad Wemen, wh havre undon
many, and by whem [ alfs hove fuffered much . the walowfui :nterciue g
with them I have frund by [od experiance. leading to almofl rvery fin —

Profane cutfing and fweating ] aife bear my dying 1e/1:momy againA,
as a herrid fin, and very provebing te Ged.

Nor muil [ sm:t 10 sanisen gaming, te which yeung yopls ai ¢ much
inslin'd, and which ot this day preveils (s 1he ruin of many.  For ubin
& youth bath gamed away 0! bis wensy, hs wilt be tempied even 10 flra!
from his mafler or parents, in svder te get at it egoin.  Brides, thas fim
leads te drunkeanels, another drecdful vice.

Thera it ens fin mors thet | mufl wern all porjons azunfl, ond thas
i1, a profanation of the Lord's day, and of public worthip. 124
haw mamy fuch doys hewe I dejpifed, and whnls sthers have been engages
in ferving God, [ bave been cmvpivged in wicksdnefs, whih [ new confef
with grief of basrt.

& Thoveomerigs mere 1o make fram the bovdery of the grov: . -
compliance with which  sarmifily defired by o poor Gyimg morta. . wo:i
is, Thot ne perfen, old sv young, wwsld cver tofiul? en wy peor dior
Muher, or Brother, or any gof my velotioms, om account of wy isamifs!
end untimaly death, whe cowid nos provens wy wichidnefi, and bave trans..
to0 much to be borma, by 1be lifs | bave irved. and the drutt | am ts die

1 defire fincerely te shomb ail the go1d . nidees of the town, whe bave
takn grear pains with ma cver nco the fentemee of death was pefi'd upen
ey (¢ ccnvince me of my anbappy jiwanrem, o/ my lod] and wudens ¢ nts
tion by mature, of my aggravatiag fius by pra‘tice, and of the infiniiis
froe vich grace and mercy of Gad, endy sbeo” the werits and w:chation of
my dear §avimr Tejus Chrifl. [ aije thant oll <t grod peeple b::! of
tocwm awd ceuntry, tohe, ] bave reafon s thiab, szve sFerad a enany
prayers ar she thrine of gracsfor ms. £ alfs thami M- Q. ti - =5u.
boeper and bis family, whe have ail bsen viry bind to me dwring =
confinement in geai.

And mew may Felui Cheif forgios me, the worf of fanee:, a5 he .
the thief em the crefs. if he docimaty { am foveccr undome sm ;o0 200
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