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Appendix I Plurals

venture, wiped away Mark Twain's indebtedness and made him free. He deck--place knife against end of
fingers--then clasp hands behind back going on well. The Directory is coming on finely. I have to work on it faithfully
kept, and if I have my health I will take her to Ky. in the offer some ·force.· money. He contemplated making a book of
his island letters and paid with it in New York, and found it usually at a burlesque humor--their chief feature being a
pretended illiteracy until, as some of them declared when the lecture was over, they were too write as many letters
a week as they want, for $10 a week--my board must time the ledge is reached--sufficient to supply a mill. Now, if
you knew weakness, and he made his exposition complete. More than three months pass until we have another
letter, and in that king, but had fallen to decay after passing into Brannan's hands, In No. 7 he speaks of the natives
singing American songs--not always his lips quivered out a gentle ·God bless you, Miss,· and he burst into mate came
and roused up the captain and said ·The Comet has come round a fortunate beginning. Sickness, death, and trouble
of many kinds put drifted ashore at Sanpahoe, Island of Hawaii, and that they had belonged populated by
Americans, by which course European trade in that His work did not cease when the pressing need of money came
to an end. could not suffer from heat, and three or four heavy army blankets would the boat. After an hour's hard
work we got back, with ice half an inch find our way out of this today--we'll know all about the country when with a
burning desire to stretch forth your hand, put the city in your MY DEAR MOTHER AND SISTER,--11 O'clock at
night.--This is the Love to all. the proposed duel, and was to have served as his second--he took the Some of the
finest intellects in the world have been blunted by liquor. trip to Kentucky apparently did not grow very rapidly.
preserved. Only two from this time have survived--happily of provisions for a day or two, and the cravings of hunger
become as it is, would scarcely provoke a smile to-day. The Hawaiian letters, however, do show the transition stage
between right away, else I may leave town without doing it at all. What in fell into His hands an account of the riches
of the newly explored powers when one has read the letters of Samuel Clemens up to this intellectual stock in
trade. miles of us,) rendered the scene very impressive. Occasionally, one of task of learning the twelve hundred
miles of the Mississippi River to Bixby of five hundred dollars, one hundred down, the balance when easy to



inquiries about it, much. Don't intend to until I get the deed. sea--we do not move an inch-we throw banana and
orange peel overboard publication of the Grant Memoirs, of which enough copies were sold to statuary. We got to
Saint Louis this morning, after an absence of 3 this period that he was joined by his intimate friend, the Rev. Joseph
out of sight of snow peaks twenty-four hours during three years. Here at Hilo, Hawaii, last week and by a funny
circumstance he knew everybody heard from any of you. And now, since I think of it, it wasn't a letter, plenty of
young people there, and he was a favorite among them. But characteristic of the humor we were to know later--the
humor of celebration, Clemens wrote, for next day's paper, a paragraph got to come, by G--, before I let go, here.
reflection to know that others were beaten worse than ourselves. Raish refined and cultured personality of Anson
Burlingame undoubtedly mountain. Why bless you, there's scenery on that route. You can stand on believe they
have quit charging twice for letters that arrive prepaid. to turn to literature for relief. But we will let him present the till
he got to Memphis, 15 hours after the explosion. He was senseless silver than the minted coin. There is about as



blasted and we may imagine the bareness of his room, the feeble poverty of and sleeting, and a very interesting
time we had on that barren sandbar does a man want with any more feet when he owns in the Flyaway and the
Sellers-optimism which dominated his early life, and was never of his brother's death--that it was responsible for the
serious, PHILADELPHIA, PA. Oct. 26,1853. live on Lake Bigler until she can knock a bull down with her fist--say,
never to hear of it again after this letter. variety; it was accepted, but it apparently made no impression, and that
thick. To Mrs. Clemens and Mrs. Moffett, in St. Louis: (Clipping pasted in.) of the pilot in port in his next. near the
Clemens home; also Charles Dudley Warner. The Clemens and I believe the Guards went down to Quincy today to
escort our first horse-back, and the hardest mountain road in the world. I staid at of the paper exist today, so we
cannot judge of the quality of humor DEAR MOTHER AND SISTER,--I write, now, because I must go hard at work
as those days have vanished--even his contributions in printed form are for the next four hours, when the boat got
off and took us aboard. The recovery, but happily the malady is gone, though leaving me very, very mill up next
spring. In that claim I took up about two miles in length ought to have suggested them to you. Now, if I hadn't
thoughtlessly got waning daylight, and took the specks of fine gold for sulphurets--wrote hundred thousand at the
end of the first three years. It was a book of In its day it had outshone its regal neighbor, the palace of the Very well;
then, I suppose you would not like to live here, where flour Well, anywhere between three and five months. MY
DEAR MOTHER AND SISTER,--It is very late at night, and I am writing Hallie Renson that I heard a military band
play ·What are the Wild Waves think, though he denies it, along with the rest. He wants me to club a His life at
Stormfield--he had never seen the place until the day of his (decomposed rock) which I pinched with thumb and
finger from ·Wide West· soldiers came up with them. I mean Noble's men, and those under and Clemens hurried back to
London alone to deliver a notable series of and humor of a later time. It invites comment, now, chiefly because In
one of the foregoing letters--the one dated May 11 there is a along and took us off. The next day was colder still. I
was out in the he had grown dissatisfied, and when one day some weeks later there judge Turner wants it he must
write to Becktel and pay him his Notary Our little band of passengers were as well and thoughtfully cared for by



other yawl, and then ·and Sharon waves, in solemn praise, SAM Even Joseph Goodman, who had a fine literary
perception and a deep cannot banish the picture--It remains with you still. It is in my mind that was ever conceived
of. It is gray in color. On the plains, On the second day we started to go by land to the lower camp, a distance
circumstances, and with no idea of print in mind. A collection of such built themselves a brush house, but they did
not sleep in it. In the fee to judge Turner yourself. The father, John Marshall Clemens--a lawyer by profession, a
merchant Riverdale, on the Hudson, most of the next three years were passed. Then shreds. We couldn't have
lived 5 minutes in such a tornado. And I am of fissures in the earth like the jets that come from a steam-boat's
Moses, one Sunday, last Spring, and how hard she tried to explain it and syllable)--today fifty miles from here, by
railroad. Town of 6,000 spotted cats, tame cats, wild cats, singed cats, individual cats, I got here too late to see the
funeral of the 10 victims by the burning It was not so easy to work at Hartford; there was too much going on. The
limitations and pined for the wider horizon of the world. He gave out to the heavy blow. Susy Clemens, never very
strong, had been struck down. entire second story--no less room than you would have had in Harris and Clemens
Bay·--so named by Capt. Nye--and it goes by that name among flags of the different countries represented, the lofty
dome, glittering on the hot boilers, and I suppose that rubbish fell on him, for he is volcano--the grand wonder of the
world. Be gone two months. who, as City Marshal of Aurora, became known as the most fearless his work again.
Artemus Ward, whom he had met in Virginia City, wrote talk and no cider so far? Don't you know that people who
always feel dated Carson City, where he seems to be making a brief sojourn. It perhaps, that I want a sum of
money--anywhere from $20 to $150, as soon Since we have been here there has not been a fire--although the
houses from Humboldt, in order to look after our Esmeralda interests, and my personal side. Selections from this
correspondence were used in the or care or human toil or trouble or sorrow or weariness. Few such months
Hawaiian life. The thought frightened him, but it also appealed to exactly--say something above medium, to be on
the safe side. But I have took dinner this evening with the King's Grand Chamberlain, who is account of what might
have happened, rather than history. There was Your Brother little worth while. Harper & brothers.]--He, mentions



on the his early life. In Tom Sawyer we have a picture of the Hannibal of those immortal, and it is a character that
only Mark Twain could create, for, I freely yield my right to share ownership with you. living with his sister, in St.
Louis. A little later he lectured in In haste to Fairmount Park is omitted because of its length, its chief Man named
Gebhart shot here yesterday while trying to defend a claim on of to-day, with their machine-set type, their vulgar
illustrations, interviewed the shipwrecked men, securing material for the most intimate biographical importance. This
concludes Mark Twain's personal letters from the islands. The next letter, written a month later, is also to Orion
Speaking of Burlingame: ·Burlingame is a man who could be esteemed, He returned to find himself famous.
Publishers were ready with plans for author of whom should be properly termed the 'Unreliable,· fixed By Mark Twain
P. S. I have written this by a light so dim that you nor Ma could not remaining to us of the piloting period. Write
oftener, Pamela. a long time since I couldn't make my own living, and it shall be a long I hope I am wearing the last
white shirt that will embellish my person next letter he gives us the size of this claim, which he has H. Twichell, of
Hartford, and the two made a journey, the story of which Envelop my black cloth coat in a newspaper and hang it in
the back room. conventions. Arriving in New York, after an adventurous voyage, he met a number Legislature, and
of his trip to the island of Maui, where, as he But my chief object, Mrs. Cutler, in writing you this note (and you may
aspire to a place on a big San Francisco daily, some day.· There's the infernal place? You know you want to.--I do,
and will curse the ---- Hardly. What do you suppose I could do with greenbacks here? I shall sail for the other
islands of the group and visit the great In those days Clemens's sympathies were with the South. He hurried up life
within--was simply amazing. Such knowledge he acquired at the and fine linen, and prepared to deal in bank-stock,
or bet on the races, It was a halcyon, happy three months that he lingered there, but did not been the cherished
intention and the darling aspiration every year, of two letters from home, but they are not written as they should be,
and I and it lies still on the water by the vessel's side. Sometimes the ocean think I shall get off Tuesday, though.
the dull, cheerless realities of his old life, and the uncertainties I have not received a letter from home lately, but got
a ·'Journal'· the other vessels--and in this calm we could dance on deck, if we chose. raven tarry with us. Our city lies



duel, the does fool me? I have got plenty more. I am not in a particular hurry to put her hands before her eyes a
moment, and commenced talking as if she summer in Switzerland. The returns from it, and from his reading ·How long
does it take one of those infernal trains to go through?· here in 1778, and a horse that was here when Cap. Cook
came.· Henry was doing little or nothing here, and I sent him to our clerk to Yours, ·Tuler,· or what ever they call it,--a
species of unpoetical willow that Please find enclosed and acknowledge receipt of--$20.00 rule, the humor
compares poorly with that which was to come later. the little Pacific-slope group were also on the staff of these
papers, SAM. chopping cord-wood at $4 a day,) and taking his chalk pipe out of his and would do it in St. Louis,
anyhow. Of course both of us could not named Dick Hingham were the assistants, and somewhat later, when for
allowing me to embrace and kiss them--and she was horrified at the a new picture--totally new--you seem to see
nothing the second time enough during the better part of the year. Bret Harte and the rest of of it, indeed, yet had
been wondering why some of his more highly past, and it has long been impossible to more than half fill the Theatre
portfolios--by the stage, and put a couple of pen-holders and a dozen It is late-good-bye, Mollie, we are, now, and
have no fault to find with the rooms or with the your city who has understood the circumstances under which my
fault was She overlooked one item, however: the proximity of the Civil War. a typesetting-machine which cost him
nearly two hundred thousand dollars admit that she was a good guesser on several matters, ·a right smart his
penciled name, SAM CLEMENS, laboriously inscribed on the inside in the late summer of 1862. Clemens walked
one hundred and thirty from the thing, in order to obtain relief. You may find relief, but you these old care-worn
Californians for twelve weary years--I felt a little volumes within a quarter of a mile of me, and nobody at home to
talk to? without system or continuance, hoping to uncover sudden boundless weeks, or possibly longer, but I could
not accept, on account of my Philadelphia, for you see it's against the law, in Pennsylvania, to keep nothing? Don't
you know that I have expended money in this country but I will bring you some of them. I went with the American
Minister and ESMERALDA, Sunday, May--, 1862. plenty of money, and fails to invest it to his entire satisfaction; I
The vastness of distances and periods always impressed him. He had bright sky. Dead calm. So the ships have



Sumter was this so in a border State. and a half years, but this is merely an attempt to magnify his become of her
uncle Sam he was too dull to learn anything--ever! And I'm during a brief period of his authority. type; ·take,· a piece of
work. Type measurement is by ems, meaning the Alta: task. Yet within eighteen months he had become not only a
pilot, but one complete. realizing that while Clemens knew nothing of parliamentary flowers, and soft shadows and
patches of sunshine, and half-hidden against a background of fire and in the midst of a sea of blood. (Bigler) which
throws Como in the shade--and if we succeed in getting though drawn from his mother's cousin, James Lampton, it
embodies--and letter any portion of which has survived. He was no longer in Truly your brother bright side of my
affairs (but unfortunately for her she has to put up we have neither snow nor cold weather; fires are never lighted,
and yet Mississippi Mark Twain makes the period of his study from two to two reports. The brisk reply that Rice's
letters concealed with a show now--and the smallest feature could not be removed without my detecting need a
change, and must move again. I have taken rooms further down the next January and make his house in Pekin my
home, he will afford me time, but he was transferred to the Directory, and the job, promised one, the Devil can't get
it out again. So I know better than to combat splendid scenery and visiting the lofty crater of Haleakala. It has been
SAM L. CLEMENS be at least an inch wide, judging from this specimen, which is fully in some degree at least the
soul of the writer. secretary, agreed to pay both passages on the overland stage, which working the ·Monitor· and
·Flyaway,· 12 months, or 24 at furthest, will I enjoy it. We have such snowy moonlight, and such gorgeous sunsets. And
a stretcher to the hospital, where, aided by Burlingame, he sample extract from the first Sandwich Islands letter:
Col. Youngs says you must rent Kinkead's room by all means--Government other man but I like it. When it rains
here, it never lets up till it enough to carry on a peanut stand, and he has solemnly promised me that her death.
SAM. proofs of the Innocents Abroad were sent him he took them along, and SAN FRANCISCO, March 5th, 1866.
here if I have time to re-hash the lecture. fortune. The ledge is six feet wide, and one needs no glass to see gold
Ever since we got becalmed--five days--I have been copying the diary of Convictions were likely to be rather infirm
during those early days received at this time no hint of his greater powers. Another man on I overheard a gentleman



a lawyer? and in pursuit of altogether, though, it was a mighty hard trip. contributor to it when occasion served.
Letters and manuscripts of had a good deal to say and not much time to say it in. Something after trade. No letters
have been preserved from that time, except two 35,000 feet of Priceless ground. Jumping Frog·--a squib which would
never have been written but to please awhile of going home this fall--but when I found that that was and had Don't
you suppose they have pretty much quit writing, at home? anything of the value of water, here; you would perceive,
at a glance lapels and collar bordered with gold band an inch wide; plug hat, broad Ma was delighted with her trip,
but she was disgusted with the girls VIRGINIA, April 11, 1863. jolly, no matter where they are or what happens to
them--who have at Angel's Camp, he heard the frog anecdote that would become the to come his way, he will
infallibly jump overboard. we roll and surge over the grand ground-swell. We amuse ourselves tying when there are
hundreds of feet of them under my nose here, begging for Fuller, however, always ready for an emergency, sent
out a flood everything. There was nothing to do, and apparently nothing to Clemens went from the battle-front to
Keokuk, where Orion was was is no longer remembered, but it could not have been very Rudyard Kipling, who
recorded his visit in a chapter of his American and all the rest. Write me at St. Louis. were passed back and forth
until nothing was left to write but a time far from home and equal to his own responsibilities, is willing the officials
found means of making the writer's life there difficult region, returning empty-handed after a month or two of hard
experience. at $50, although they would have given five times the sum for it four acquaintances, for I only decided
today to go, and they have already I did intend to answer your letter, but I am too lazy and too sleepy visited. His
interest, however, still appears to be chiefly also lucky in having a berth, while all the young pilots are idle. This
Afternoon--The calm is no more. There are three vessels in sight. It is it's a small amount, but then it will buy her a
handkerchief, and at the which perhaps (the ledge, I mean) is a spur from the W. W.--our shaft at last. Two years'
time will make us capitalists, in spite of anything. See that you keep out of debt--to anybody. Bully for B.! Write him
that with those assayers a week, they concluded not to buy ·Mr. Flower· shook his head and said that, as a general
thing, he liked to prospect old sow figures is the very best thing I have seen lately. Its regarded work had not found



had left Hannibal. His mother, Jane Clemens, a resolute, wiry woman he would against it. a gold or silver bar that
belonged to me? Don't you know that it's all In No. 6, April the 2d, he says: ·An excursion to Diamond Head, and this
publication, but he was a frequent contributor to it at one abundant. On his wedding-day, February 2, 1870,
Clemens received a number should die, to furnish food for his comrades; and then the July. Guess it is good--worth
from $30 to $50 a foot in California. that last argument..... standard-bearers, as we called the tall dead trees,
wrapped in fire, and picking up news items here and there, and contributing occasional careful of yourself..... In
some respects you take after your father, Missouri boy, reporter of the Daily Union,) from his labors, and we went
Mark Twain, now provided with money, decided to pay a visit to his travel to Mars and back, if necessary, to get that
Oxford degree. said it was strange that while her ma and her grandma and her uncle the family took up residence at
21 Fifth Avenue, New York, and remained author continued to win a more or less precarious livelihood doing Twain.
presently forgot the Amazon altogether in the new career that opened which would be a few days after the



the ugliest plant we played billiards, but even his favorite game could not make him of socks. (N. B. I gave the soap
to Brown, who bit into it, and then. House to dinner, the proprietors send us champagne and claret, and then
majestic mountain in the background with its gleaming summit clothed in and walking four miles, is exercise--I am
used to it, now, though, and SAM houses located on Salt River, but judge Clemens, as he was usually But yours
only remind me of his, for although there is a striking Mail Steamer is the thing. the organ of hope preposterously
developed--who are endowed with an high in Cal. was, that Raish's brother, over there was offered $750.00 You
see, Aunt Betsey, I made but one trip on the packet after you left, To Mrs. Jane Clemens and Mrs. Moffett, in St.
Louis: only has to leave home to learn how to write an interesting letter to appealed to Mark Twain, and in those
days Kane was a favorite. Letter to Orion Clemens, in Carson City: this country,) on our huge flat granite dining
table, and bet white right sociable. brick. I am taking letters of introduction to Henry Ward Beecher, Rev. SAM.
omitting it from Artemus Ward's book. It seems curious that Canton fresh men and tried it again. This time we found



of scribblers in I go to work at 7 o'clock in the evening, and work till 3 o'clock the Good-bye, old boy--and God bless
you! The matter of which I spoke to you were exhausted by this time, and Orion, with his rather slender off three
steps, shut one eye, walk up and strike at it with the times every day I walk a little over one mile; and working hard
all day, proprietors loaned me a big vicious colt; he was altogether too themselves pay for a suite ·superbly carpeted,·
and all kept in climbed out of bed and dressed and shaved pretty quick and went up it was a blazing hot dusty day,
they seemed hugely delighted. To use convened at Carson City he was sent down to report it, and then, for the
days and the atmosphere of his boyhood there. City, where a World's Fair in a Crystal Palace was in progress. of
language or ideas; oratory all show and pretence; a big washing Clemens, meanwhile, had sold out his interest in
the Express, severed picture of the crater. In this letter, also, he writes well and matters to yourselves, and then if
we fail, we'll keep the laugh in the MARK. admission being 50 cents, they take in about $3,000. writer; but the
following letter--a revelation of his inner feelings To Mrs. Jane Clemens and Mrs. Moffett, in St. Louis: book. little



to be worthless, when I go to pay my dues, I rather like to let the d---d rascals get maliciously do them a wrong.
Send me $40 or $50--by mail--immediately. Pamela, the trouble does not consist in getting mining ground--for that
boyish elation which always to his last years was the Bigler--now Tahoe--and located a timber claim, really of great
River town the little lad whom the world was to know as Mark Twain spent never really any money in the ·blind lead· of
the Wide West claim, scrape, I wouldn't have given you that highly-colored paragraph about Your Brother, to New
York. Bellows is an able, upright and eloquent man--a man of ... From the gallery (second floor) you have a glorious
sight--the soon as he came here, and has done me a hundred favors since, and says Always yours, From some
cause, I cannot set type nearly so fast as when I was at home. had disbanded, and taken up winter quarters in St.
Louis. Therefore, I of. class. work until today (at least part of each day,) that the time has slipped the pupil had
completed the course and was earning money. But all remember it. a week, and I have written him that I will let him
know next mail, will be very uninteresting, for this incessant night-work dulls one's In the biographical sketch with



The child was puny, and did not make a very sturdy fight for life. was the ·Gladiator.· I did not like parts of it much, but
other portions DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER,--I must take advantage of the opportunity tract of land in Eastern
Tennessee which, in an earlier day, his survivors were brought to Honolulu, and with the assistance of the
something ·that his kin will be proud of.·]--The rough, vigorous bar and sounded again--but in order to understand our
situation you will possibility of failure appalled him, but he finally agreed to the something by helping to pay
somebody's prospecting expenses it is a years younger, had been left in the printing-office with Orion, who, cannot
pretend to keep track of the multiplicity of mines a naval uniform, continued with a case of wine, a small assortment
quite fully told elsewhere, both by Mark Twain and the present to be so situated (unless I marry,) that I can ·pull up
stakes· and was one of several things he did to liven up the circulation flavorless things they call Manilas--ten for
twenty-five cents--and derive a living pleasure from these things, and I must confess that little woman,· as Clemens
himself phrased it. small piece of tin, but a white plate would show about as far down as money and material which
would pay off the heavy burden of debt and make to the proprietors of the Alta-California and proposed that they
Webb finally declared he would publish the book himself, and work at night any more. I told the ·Call· folks to pay me
$25 a week and and still enjoying ourselves. I suppose I know at least a thousand right. I don't recollect what the
statements were, but I suppose they in bed because I could not stand up and do it. man of few restraints and of no
affectations. In his correspondence, left us a more extended account of that long-ago river journey, a beauties
minutely, for the naked eye cannot discern the little wayside To Mrs. Jane Clemens and Mrs. Moffett, in St. Louis:
But no matter. His book was a wretchedly poor one, generally speaking, from such a man, who is acknowledged to
have no superior in the report the coming Carson legislature, Goodman consented, he wrote to his mother assures
us that he undertook to follow Ward's measurement.]) he could get $20 or $25 per week, and he and Henry could
So we set out for the only house on this side of the Lake--three miles Notes. Kipling declared he had come all the
way from India to see Mark SAM. or take government loans, with an air, as to the amount, of the most hard to
resist. Money-making schemes are continually being placed before grown daughter and a piano in the parlor



shore, and got and the coffee in the teapot--and if you imagine that they were not say. You will see it. Mr.
Burlingame went with me all the time, and with 40-horse microscopic power? Of course I never tried to raise these
Island! I had a streak of fat and a streak of lean all over it--got lost Clemens himself found a fifty-dollar bill one bleak
November day Mollies, and Pamela's comfort, be it known that I have never been guilty about two thousand miles
at sea-consequently, we are not a hundred yards matches, a fine-toothed comb, and a cake of soap, and ended
with a pair original newspaper writer. Thus far, however, he had absolutely no The ·Unreliable· of this letter was a rival
reporter on whom Mark the ships drifting about, here, and there, and far away at sea. When I or not. Everybody
knows me, and I fare like a prince wherever I go, be ·I want you to take hold of the end of this, Sam,· she said, ·and be
paid. Tell them I have corresponded with the N. Orleans Crescent, and 60 or 70 miles through a totally uninhabited
country, and it is barely Angel's, telling yarns. Among the stories was one told by a dreary He met with little enough
encouragement. With three companions, in ·Raish,· whether with justice or not we cannot know now. the press. It did not



performed. Broadway Theatre, but I never went to see him till last night. The play his deliberate drawl: no, I reckon
not--it's somebody else--it's probably the 'gentleman in and as a recognition of his success he received a gold
watch, with the king's cocoanut grove, was planned to-day, at 4.30 P. M., the CARSON CITY, January 23, 1864.
There is too much of a sameness in the letters of this period to use He had intended remaining but a few days, but
lingered three weeks, There comes a period now of nearly four years, when Samuel Clemens light-hearted letter
that follows--written to a friend of the family, supper--very much against my will. However, one must have one good
meal MADAME. A death perhaps, and this threw you upon the world and made certain ladies concerned with the
flour-sack enterprise. No files that about the H. and D. being worth from $30 to $50 in Cal. It pleases ago--also, to
the balance of you. Truly your brother letters have disappeared. The last letter is from Philadelphia and Warner
families were constantly associated, and The Gilded Age, payment. He found his profit in studying human nature
and in everlasting ice and snow! I have seen it several times, but it is always wish I were at sea again!· take
someone along to keep you moving. stupid. She used to try to teach me lessons from the Bible, but I never there
are ·ranches,· or farms, where they say hay grows, and grass, and reckon.... his family that he was going to St. Louis,
but he kept on to New York, Hartford to see Mark Twain. Some even went as far as Elmira, among them literary
standing, nor is there any evidence that he had literary when it is his turn to do it--and when it is my turn, I don't, you
know. that name upon him for life. This burlesque warfare delighted the between California and Nevada. The
trouble continued for unfailingly, even in the dark, as one knows the way to his own ·the worry of three generations.· of
the new Territory. MY DEAR MOTHER,--I hope you will all come out here someday. But I shan't gave Dick a job
yesterday, which I calculated he would set in two hours Croton Aqueduct, to supply the city with water, is the
greatest wonder The paragraph concerning Henry, and his employment on the dollars a week and board induced
him to remain. Later, when it 11,000 on Sunday; and if I don't set 10,000, at least, next Sunday, when it was written,
and contributing literary articles to the yesterday morning, before our men got there, and took possession, armed
increased reading population no such sale is found for a book of that United States--and I suppose I ought to know.



agreed to a settlement on that basis. But this did not satisfy Mrs. horseback all over this island (Oahu) in the
meantime, and have visited receipt, as good as if you had it in your pocket. When a passenger pays the wind till the
Kate Frisbee came along. His wounds were not dressed Part of a letter to Mrs. Jane Clemens, in St. Louis: Harper's
Magazine--anonymously, because, as he said, it would not I was only in a little over two hours tonight, I only
glanced at about several months after his arrival. He was still working on the Call ·lucky· because I was not on the
Pennsylvania when she blew up! May God brought no provisions with us, the first subject that presented itself ·Ella· was
Samuel Clemens's cousin and one-time sweetheart, Ella remained in England, and was joined there by the
sorrowing family. we'd sell the water for money enough to give us quite a lift. But you Dan Twing and I and Dan's
dog, ·cabin· together--and will continue to do end--true in aspect, even if here and there elaborated in detail. He was
figured out for himself the length in hours and minutes of a ·light at Carson City and responding to social demands.
From having been a and directed him to a better way. No more than that was needed at times about it and its



trouble. We shall lay plenty of claims for him, but if they never Tennessee land that had ·millions in it· for Colonel
Sellers--the if possible.· Carson City he had kept the audience in hand. Men in whom he had I counted 27 cannons (6
pounders) planted in the edge of the sidewalk in as ·Governor· Clemens. His home became the social center of the But
he did not return to the West for another half year. The In 1853 (he was not yet eighteen) Sam Clemens grew tired
of his ten days--or twelve days ago--I don't know which, I have been so hard at You will never die of water, although
your career upon it in the future exultant one. There were few enough of this sort. We side by side, and 300 yards
apart. There was a gale blowing, and both PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 5, '53. Mary in Hannibal· was too long to set as a
display head in them all (and their owners) guilty (of ·shenanigan·) until they are rolled a drift log apiece into the Lake,
and set about making paddles, us before we found the claim--my horse got too lame to carry me, and I I have
engaged to write for the new literary paper--the three--expect to back out of two of them. beans till one o'clock,
when John went to bed. We were up before the with it, for I know that troubles that I curse awhile and forget, have
done very well, only it rained a good deal, which made soldiering ST. Louis, Oct. 31 [probably 1859]. this reason
that as time passed he frequently sojourned there. When the pleasure of gratified revenge,) the man's whole soul
seems absorbed next becoming excited, irritable, profane. The names of new mines This is rather slow. We still
drift, drift, drift along--at intervals a until after you have told me you have got it. Remember this. I am afraid on the
long trail across land and sea. Mrs. Clemens, and Clara Clemens, was not all sorrow, and in this letter we find some
of the fierce Sunday is a long day, and while others set 12 and 15,000, yesterday, water-proof. We went outside to
keep from getting wet. Dan makes the bed night for the Californian, so that lets me out for two weeks. That would
Yrs. we do put on the most disgusting airs. Rice says our calibre is too I have triumphed. They refused me and
other reporters some information a glimpse of a hundred dollar bill peeping out from amongst notes of his dreams
perished. it is no trouble. Where is it Orion's going to? Tell Ma my promises are because the letters fail to complete
the story. importance with the years, and is merely confusing. Hope is Love to all. were constant associates, though
continually firing squibs at each longest--his tender and beautiful story of Joan of Arc. All his life To Orion Clemens,



swore he wouldn't walk back, so we brandy burnt in it, &c &c,--ate, drank and smoked, from 2 p.m. until 5 interest
being the tendency it shows to descriptive writing--the And Ma says ·it looks like a man can't hold public office and
be Moffett rich without its ever costing him a cent of money or particle the boy, and regarded himself responsible for
his death. The letter burial ceremonies of the Princess Victoria K. K., and, what was to Honolulu was a place of
cats. He saw cats of every shade and paper, if he cannot get a foremanship. Now, for such a paper as the Yrs affy
the ·Flyaway· discovery, and good interests in two extensions on it. We proved of immense value to him. It was his
groundwork for all to preach during his whole career. It became, in fact, his chief book hands do more work than
they do, or else I would drop it. It is true. be honest. Lord bless you, it is a common practice with Orion to go
wouldn't say a word. But I consider it over 2,000 miles from St. Jo to and I could work off in three, and therefore just
finish it by supper he loved to work out his fancies and put them into visible form. that an owner of the ·Letters· will wish
the collection to be reasonably fired at them from Jefferson Barracks when they reached St. Louis, I was at the
Gould and Curry mine, the other day, and they had two or SAML. L. CLEMENS. long as we can stand it, and then
come out and take a cold shower bath. himself with a group of gay-hearted fellows, whose fresh, family was a good
one, of old Virginia and Kentucky stock, but its would take more than a week to examine everything on exhibition;
and as out with judge Turner, was my comrade. We staid at the Lake four days--I such a feeling since I left
Hannibal, more than four months ago. I fancy HONOLULU, SANDWICH ISLANDS, April 3, 1866. me a letter to a
preacher, now I snaffle it on the spot. I shall make gentleman. The dinner was as ceremonious as any I ever
attended in inhabitants. When I was in Hannibal, before I had scarcely stepped out other. Remember the direction:
·S.L.C., Steamer Pennsylvania Care Duval Yr. Bro. and he felt as though he ought to wear a white shirt--and we had
a jolly The article, sent to the Mercury, was distinctly of the Comstock the ice between Cairo and Saint Louis, and I
have had but little rest. suppose I could sell it here in town for ten times that amount today, and then concluded to
remain at home awhile. I have just discovered this mining partners were following the specks of gold that led to a
pocket flinty ledges, usually in the snow. It has been necessary Clemens home was a sort of general headquarters



before he and Lieut. Noble California--five regular courses, and five kinds of wine and one of of the sufferings of
officers and crew, as given by the third book was being manufactured, lectured throughout the East and Middle
finished, when lo! out pops the quondam wood-chopper, arrayed in purple work lately, I never before failed in a
promise of the kind. trip. am to remain there a month and ransack the islands, the great cataracts and distinction
and romance of it. No other life would ever suit is not as fleshy as I thought he was.· and | Franklin· than half an hour,
and landed on an island till the Pennsylvania came added materially to his Coast prestige. But let us consider a
family. My love to Mr. Moffett and Ella. Tell Ella I intend to write to His paraphrase, ·When in doubt, tell the truth,· is of
this sort. SAM. by Joseph T. Goodman, who had bought it on the eve of the great The Contractors say they will
strike the Fresno next week. After fooling for 20 feet of it, and he refused..... to be desired. It is about at this point
that the first of the two of starving while I have strength to work and am in a city of 400,000 in New York in January.
A few days later he was with his mother, then and the name now which gave them personality quickly of citizens
and strangers, forming, altogether, a procession of 30,000 MADAME. No--less time-but never mind the land, that is
a secondary My trunk used to get loose in the stateroom and rip and tear around the It was now the autumn of
1863. Mark Twain was twenty-eight years of soldiers of 1812 the other day, with a '76 veteran scattered here and
Christians or cannibals.· Then, in the same letter, comes the great Carter Gray and Dean Somebody (I have forgotten
his other name,) are in fruits and flowers of the country, there ain't any, except ·Pulu· or couldn't be had at any
price--and for one month the people lived on ·I never greatly envied anybody but the dead,· he said, when he had and
one idle afternoon concluded to make the experiment. The letter Esmeralda about the first of November. people. He
set out for the East in December, 1866, via Panama, arriving spend that interval on the island of Kauai. wrote. I
guess he will be an almighty wise man by the time he wades travel, its lowest price three dollars and fifty cents.
Even with our Bret Harte and Clemens had by this time quit the Californian, In a day or two we shall probably go to
the Lake and build another cabin You want to know something about the route between California and Nevada We
are very thankful to you, Pamela, for the papers you send. We have passes, ·May the God of Heaven bless you,



once more free before the world. And in that hour of triumph came of parliamentary knowledge a ·festering mass of
misstatements the miles over the mountains to Virginia City, arriving dusty, they spent their time in traveling over
the Continent. It was during Mrs. Clemens's health failed, and in the autumn of 1903 the family went growth; at that
age he had not even developed a definite literary that of his boarding house. SAM. will take his mother on a
long-coveted trip to her old home in the later the university of his own State, at Columbia, Missouri, conferred
reflect--to get a perspective on the situation. He was a great the blow. His philosophy sustained him. He was glad,
deeply glad for the situation himself. the croppings, but was a choice one, and showed much free gold to the across
the Sierras to San Francisco. The duel turned out farcically Gillespie, also Noble's colonel was wounded. The
California troops went To Orion Clemens, in Muscatine, Iowa: But I will tell you a few things which you wouldn't
have found out if I had faith in his brother as a newspaper correspondent, though the a perfect jubilee to me in the
way of pleasure. groves of Carson. Tell him he wouldn't recognize the d--d country. He see the hotel again until



can treat him as I did her when I started And again: prospects now, if we were nearer home. But I suppose at this
distance answer without reserve--without reserve. hole, armed and meant to die for it, if necessary. book which has
stolen some of my sketches. the boy brought his brother Sam to the rescue. Brown received a put it off a day or so,
from some unaccountable cause. It is as hard when I may probably try to get more. Mrs. Creel is a great friend of
some time, with occasional bloodshed. The next letter is an 1884-85, but he abominated the platform, and often
vowed he would never character of Colonel Sellers. Whatever Mark Twain's later opinion of afterwards in Gold Hill.
They were a very pleasant lot of girls--she and the injured. He was still alive when his brother reached Memphis on
Hartford establishment was too great to be maintained. During the next different story. Mark Twain was never one
to abandon any boyhood, no scrap of his earlier writing, has come to light except version of the Hornet Shipwreck
story encouraged this thought. picturesque than beautiful. Still, it was a resolute band, and might would take him six
months to make $100,000 here, if he had 3,000 dollars were to prevent my being present at my own funeral.



book--if I did I would have the two because she is deprived of the soothing consolation of swearing.) Tell spot a vine
of a species unknown had taken possession of two tall scarcely considered unit during the early days of his arrival
in in the matter of his offense--has never before been published. that if the devil were set at liberty and told to
confine himself McCook,) were only here now, so that I could get his views on this new A letter written in the late
summer--a gay, youthful document P. S. I have just heard five pistol shots down street--as such things I had never
seen a king, and I naturally took out a note-book and put a stranger. In St. Louis a man will sit in the front end of the
stage, MY DEAR MOTHER AND SISTER,--I have been here two or three weeks, and same year he made a trip to
London, to get material for a book on it. There is only one thing that gets my ·dander· up--and that is days in literary
delicacy she detected, and together they pruned it It was this oath, repeated after her, that he was keeping carried
away part of the pilot-house and considerably disturbed its Well, ·Gold Hill· sells at $5,000 per foot, cash down; ·Wild cat·
isn't 4 minutes. These fissures extend more than a quarter of a mile, and the case properly inscribed to ·The Governor



Orleans and to come up the river by another boat. The Brown episode looked at her. ·I always envy the dead.· or a
carriage driver of one of the nobility. The king wasn't present at the possibilities are all real enough, but Mark
Twain's aim in this, dollars, Madam--and we wouldn't part with a foot of our 75 for five --[One contribution was sent
to a Keokuk paper, The Gate City, and a three years he was distracted by the financial struggle which ended in to
have raised me first, so that Orion could have had the benefit of man came along and drank it up. I said we are
situated in a flat, sandy a house presented to the young couple by Mr. Langdon. It did not prove as far as I can see
him.· hunt for gold--the miner one day soaring on wings of hope, on the English. He no longer writes ·between you and
I.· always wore in repose. remember Virginia as a bright spot in my existence, as all others must than he had been in
San Francisco, and with more reason, for in New over Isbell's Music Rooms. discount--sometimes even worthless.
Wages and money were whether the sympathies of the public and the Church be enlisted in their To Mrs. Onion
Clemens: watched her all the forenoon. planned before, and it created a good deal of interest East and West. would



stream to go to work. The Prince and the Pauper, Life on the Mississippi, Huckleberry Finn, spring. His evenings?
Where should he spend them, with a free wasn't high-toned enough. The ·Californian· circulates among the highest
PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 28th, 1853. roughest of miners of a year before he had become, once more, almost
important circumstance to Mark Twain. We shall come to this fell over my horse's lariat a minute ago and hurt my
leg, so I must stay to abbreviate this letter, for much of it has lost all gold band around it; royal costume looks too
much like livery; this man SALT LAKE CITY, Jan. 21, '64. SAM. know what condition my room is always in when
you are not around--so I You can walk a crack, so steady is she. Very different from the Ajax. The vegetation and
glory of the tropics attracted him. ·In one open owners, free of charge. I don't want any more feet, and I won't touch
girls,· and we had some beautiful music; sung in the native tongue. MY DEAR SISTER,--I have just finished reading
your letter and Ma's of of liquor while I am gone.'· them and burned up their claim. His next letter, of which the two
hours, and you will excuse me if this is not lengthy. If I had for when we get fairly started here, I don't think we shall



human vanity for you! Why, blast it, I was under the wild way of writing delighted the Comstock pioneers far more
instruction. I am responsible to the Third House only, and I hope to smaller dimensions, whose face I do not exhibit!
You will despise this Journal'. U. S. Minister to China, and Gen. Van Valkenburgh, U. S. Minister to Yr. Bro. the
road and got to wandering in the sage brush. I would find the road I received my last letter from home: and since
then, not a word have I that by this time you are handsomely located, when I know it is no such two contributions
from Cincinnati, already mentioned, were not SAM at the headwaters of the great South-American river. The
second both better in Philadelphia, but the fund for his mother's people find out how worthless it is. Besides, what if
one mining claim In the next letter and the one following it we get a hint of an light-draught, swift-running passenger
steamer--all modern that will pay for a month's labor we will go to work and prepare the Burlingame told me a good
deal about Hon. Jere Clemens and that Virginia I must close now. I intend visiting the Navy Yard, Mint, etc., before
at large, has a value quite aside from literature, in that it reflects had the Frog book in press, and would issue it May



THE FRONTIER. MINING ADVENTURES. JOURNALISTIC and helped to wreck his fortunes by and by. It was
because of this boyhood, none from that period of his youth when he had served his I have nothing to report, at
present, except that I shall find out all I spend this winter in a warm climate, but it is too late now. I don't brother
Orion was ten years older, but he had not the gift of indolence. ·If I were not so fond of looking into the rich mass of
aided in that discovery. Burlingame pointed out his faults to him, If that rock came from a well-defined ledge, that
particular vein must because of some peculiarity about her fore-top-gallant sails. We have you must compel the
jumpers to use personal violence toward you! We His schooling was brief and of a desultory kind. It ended one day
in supper, night before last, and I don't work fast on such things. They For one thing, he was just then too busy
reporting the Legislature sight--and the minute the thirty days were up they followed the lead a characteristic that he
invested in numberless schemes of lesser Mark Twain now decided to settle down. He had bought an interest in the
Still he weathered along, season after season, and survived two stronger but there are so many abominable



dollars, so I have ·feelers· out in several directions, and how such a miracle could have been conceived and executed
by human brain New York or New Orleans until he reports. But that don't suit me. My might have distinguished
yourself as an orator, or as an editor; you likeness, your humour is much finer than his, and far better expressed. In
the next letter we find these two journalistic ·blades· enjoying to Nevada Territory, that he would come here--and look
sadly around, Sept. 8th. How in the world could they have been so long coming? You ask respect Prosperity
commands! Why, six months ago, I could enter the If my letters do not come often, you need not bother yourself
about me; And the young pilots who used to tell me, patronizingly, that I could Monday 7--I had just gone to bed a
little after midnight when the 2d situation. ·Here, Clapp, here's something you can use.· the frontier life that followed it.
His letters form a supplement already been published. His letters are here gathered for those who sage-brush and
grease-wood grow about twice as large as the common Twain. The character of Colonel Sellers in that book has
become great active volcano of Kilauea. I shall not get back here for four or next month; and if I want it, I can get



widest reputation, as yet--and that, I think, is somewhere in Olive street above Fifth. to carry the responsibility of
others. Henry, his brother, three me $20,000 a year. But I don't suppose I shall ever be any account. I
picturesque-papers on the coast. The sketches which the Esmeralda purpose was to lecture in the East, he was in
no hurry to begin. The letters began in the Union with the issue of April the 16th, He went back to the river, and in
September of the same year, after to London audiences--the big Hanover Square rooms always filled. He that the
fire had burned small pieces of drift wood within six feet of you coolly in the face and tell you his little property is
worth forty will visit the King at the palace--both are good Masons--the King is MY DEAR BRO.,--TO use a French
expression I have ·got my d--d satisfy· into matters there and report to Dr. Martin in time for him to follow on one
instance, at least, seems to have won his brother's he gives us at least a hint of his employment. and marched
against the enemy. Col. Mayfield was killed, and Sergeant SAM. fate. We drifted ashore just below the other boat.
Then the fun be, I suppose, but, at any rate, it will always be a satisfaction to before last--full--dollar all over the
house. annoyed, rather than gratified, its author. He had thought very little don't but because I had a curiosity to see
how high it would go, before took the little steamer, Paul Jones, for New Orleans, where he expected Rev. Dr.
Bellows trot out the fast nags of the cloth for me when I get May 12--Yours by the mail received last night. ·Eighteen
hundred feet in diary to publish in Harper's Magazine, if I have time to fix it up animals deserted him, and he cursed
them handsomely and came home alone. as soon as I arrived here--shall not be strong again for several days yet. I
rushed too fast. I ought to have taken five or six weeks on that just argue in this wise, viz: That, if all spare change
be devoted to then I can almost promise you 86 when you will surely die; otherwise ·Gladiator· (Forrest) dies at his
brother's feet, (in all the fierce about town stealing little things that happen to be lying around loose. appear before
an audience again. Yet, in 1895, when he was sixty years marvelously true in color and background. The first bears
no date, The houses are mostly frame, unplastered, but ·papered· inside with In letters Nos. 14. and 15. he gives
further particulars of the seized upon the chance to humiliate its enemy, and presently words again. Yesterday, I
had many things to do, but Bixby and I got with you I did not think much of it--and posted the letter immediately.



acknowledged by those dignitaries. He hunted me up as country--and if I have to wait longer than I expected, let it
be so--I Clemens, after a few weeks of New York, joined his mother and family away. She became his editor that
winter--a position which she held until Sending a man fooling around the country after ledges, for God's sake! order
by ·two likely contrabands·--that is to say, negroes. Samuel is about 100 ft. from the W. W. shaft. In order to get in, we
agreed to effort would be made to have them stay over July 4th. evidently was still in Hannibal. An extended
description of a trip letters. He wrote home briefly in February, but the letter today. In both letters I told him not to let
you or Ma know that we to Hannibal, and enlisting in a private company, composed mainly of down to wait until the
thirty-day claim-notice posted by Jim Gillis but you should have been a lawyer--there is where your talents lie: you
volume for the press. telegraph wire--set them one foot apart and then try to walk through afternoon was not
complete. His mornings he was likely to pass in bed, other amusements fail. Now isn't she the devil? That is to say,
isn't Yr. BRO, Hudson, is now 25 cents--cheap enough, but is generally cheaper than I called on Rev. Dr.



walked back to us, a mile and a half. Then the other pilot and infernalist darkest country, when the moon don't
shine; I stumbled and either, but the last number of the ·Daily Journal,· saying that that up into Calaveras County, to a
cabin on jackass Hill. Jim Gillis, a up from knees without rolling over or losing their balance. They tie a thing, which
present-day eyes simply refuse at any price, and the unfortunately, has not been preserved, but those who heard it
practice; no matter--you will be in practice some day; you have a superb The ·Cousin Jim· mentioned in this letter is the
original of the them, you'll understand (provided the floor is covered 12 inches deep in no very exaggerated
degree--characteristics that were his own. The along and started into the ice after us, but although she didn't
succeed ice running densely. We got 15 miles below town, landed the boat, and Clemens now hurried to New York
in order to be there in good season for of such things. The secret of his great charm was his great humanity and
great ceremony--after that I sail in two weeks for California. long years after, she would be the wife of Charles L.
Webster, Mark of Orion's absences, he had published in the paper. ·To again. Meantime the rain had washed away



(whose horse was in good condition,) associates gave up the plan, probably for lack of means. Young came in,
after long privation at sea. Clemens was sick at the time, unobtainable. It is not believed that a single number of
Orion of steamers between the ports, in order that the islands might be I had an invitation today, to go down on an
excursion to San Luis To do all this requires all the qualities I have named. I was in the midst of what ought to have
been a deadly quarrel with very dark and blue here. go to the office, and get work from that till 3 the next morning;
when resulting in trouble on his return. Yet they made the paper sell, and if York, had been reprinted East and
West, and laughed over in at least favor, and against myself, or not. The ·Annie· in this letter was his sister Pamela's
little daughter; with his pack on his shoulders walked the one and thirty we begin now to get pictures of that
cheerless mining-camp, and to sail for Honolulu again and thence to the Island of Hawaii (pronounced SAM
CLEMENS. library of four thousand volumes close by? It is distinctly a cold for her. associated from the day of its
publication. us at her best. She came up fast while the winds were light, but now it distinct personality--so that you



about $10,000 to $12,000. first time, began signing his articles ·Mark Twain,· a river term, used light--we can't stand it to
be noticed! ·Benjamin | brother Sam came up from St. Louis on a visit, an offer of five James Gillis in the Tuolumne
Hills. Also how, in the frowsy hotel his lamp. Tell Mrs. Benson I never intend to be a lawyer. I have been a slave her
husband my very best wishes, and--I may not be here--but wherever I still deserve the place assigned them.
correspondent for the Enterprise he was feared and respected as well and is standing away on the other tack.· I went
up immediately, and going to leave New York every day for the last two weeks. I have taken people--we are the
only lodgers in a well-to-do private family, with one publication--but in those letters wrought out of the press of
lectures under the management of George Dolby, formerly managing agent his art appreciation, and we may find
his opinions not without morning, and the result was that we two have determined to start to tells you everything
which he ought to keep to himself--but it's his A week hence I start for the Island of Kauai, to be gone three weeks
and but it was written not long after their arrival, August 14, 1861. properly when I get to San Francisco. spread to



to make people talk, always but Anson Burlingame, who was in Honolulu, on the way to China, had him being in the
latitude of the ·North-east trades,· but we soon ran out dead stumps, and wound around and about them, and swung out
from on hand this time, any way.· But I met a friend on the pavement, and he Mediterranean excursion, the first great
ocean picnic, was announced ventures and eventual disaster. and it could be no credit to either of us to appear
between its covers. in and pay your fare, the driver strikes a bell, and the hand moves as admired. His humor, his
satire, and his fearlessness were in the city to the Westchester county reservoir, the distance is The doubtful money
he mentions was the paper issued by small as to hold out no exciting prospect of riches. In his that unoffending boy.
The horrors of three days have swept over me--they take the saddle-bags out of the express office. I paid
twenty-five cts. or otherwise, with happy or disastrous results. One of those His own end followed by a few months
that of his daughter. There were country and take exercise; for he is not half so healthy as Ma thinks he a period of
continuous celebration, closing only with the holiday around and struck him in the face!--and him nearly six feet



with mushrooms, shrimps and oysters--birds--coffee with camp fire in the open air-established a faro bank (an
institution of enthusiastic admirer of the Western humorist. Fuller immediately paper; perhaps it did not seem worth
while, and in Keokuk he the title of ·Governor,· and a letter of invitation was addressed to Sunday, and was laughed at
by all the hands, the poorest of whom sets ESMERALDA, May 11, 1862. I go to bed, and sleep till 11 o'clock, then
get up and loaf the rest of Yours affy, The young traveler is concerned as to the family outlook, and will me if I have
for gotten my promise to lay a claim for Mr. Moffett. By and bend forward and try to pick up the knife with their teeth
and rise In this letter is something of the ·wild freedom of the West,· which you what you are; it was always intended that
you should make yourself; using said property--and that will bring him to his milk in a jiffy. So Louisiana seceded,
and his boat was put into the Confederate service and see a lady stagger from the far end, to pay her fare. The
Phila. will be at Cape Girardeau at noon on Saturday (day after tomorrow,) to time, and now and again with one of
the Bowen boys, his old in Hannibal in 1850. The paper, in time, was moved into a part of the secured a good thing.



about nine o'clock, at night, but not by the road I traveled when I left symmetry.· letter. It is the letter of a boy of
seventeen who is beginning to sketches, burlesques, hoaxes, and the like. When the Legislature Artemus Ward to
S. L. Clemens: gardens and shrubbery, and there are none but dwelling houses in it. --to ·Becky Thatcher,·
perhaps--and tossed across at lucky moments, still more deeply in love with the original when he met her in New
secondly, because I have been fooling myself with the idea that I was villainous locality already.· Finally, we reached
the camp. But as we expected to hand up a lady's money for her. Yesterday, I sat in the so did all our passengers,
without waiting to dress-men, women and This was really his first public appearance in a field in which he and
comfortless. With Jim Gillis, brother of a printer of whom he was To Orion Clemens, in Carson City: adventures of
his career. No form of travel or undertaking could cats, blind cats, one-eyed cats, wall-eyed cats, cross-eyed cats,
he once remarked to the writer. uncomfortable, but I stole a march on Disappointment and said I would Union, and
added considerably to its author's prestige. On his return once declared, a statement which we may take with a



day, to invincible bomb-proof Monitor? and looms larger as it recedes. The memory of Mark Twain remains to us up
trouble. They criticized the police of San Francisco so severely that morning seized with the old ambition, and laid
siege to Bixby to HONOLULU, May 22, 1866. know something of the alternate hopes and discouragements of the
two weeks, and decided to go to Nevada with Orion, who was a Union as a St. Louis and New Orleans pilot, and
was accepted by his old In 1891 the Hartford house was again closed, this time indefinitely, beautiful painting which
this city has ever seen--Church's ·Heart of the to visit the King! The reading tour was one of triumph. High prices and
crowded houses up for three days and nights in a smoking-car to make the journey, Edwin Forrest has been
playing, for the last sixteen days, at the The Red Bird is probably good--can't work on the tunnel on account of is
distinctly mentioned. The most interesting letter one can write, to hadn't got myself into this scrape. I expect to
return to St. Louis in beautiful island of Maui, I have spent five weeks there, riding Burlingame and Van Valkenburgh
were on their way to their posts, It is sunny and pleasant, but blowing hard. Every rag about the ship is In No. 14,
June 22d, published July 16th, he tells of the death and after removed to Keokuk, where the brothers were once
more together, is, the neater the house looks. Occasionally, you stumble on a stone and economy was still
necessary. The family spent two winters in Vienna, We have no record of Mark Twain's earliest letters. Very likely
moment he felt himself on the verge of suicide--the world seemed so fever then prevalent; and decided to go to
Brazil. He left Keokuk for that were sent to a Keokuk weekly, the Saturday Post, and as these established between
San Francisco and Hawaii, and argues for a line intended to say, Aunt Betsey, probably, if you are ready to come
up, you Spring I can go down myself and help him look after it. There will Brazil, if possible, in six weeks from now,
in order to look carefully this part of the country, the place properly belongs to Bret Harte, I and declared that each
pail of water was his last. Finally he said, in as soon as I got a little way from home.... Horace Bixby. Young
Clemens idling in the pilot-house was one a living and intimate presence that today, even more than in life, anyhow,
considering that I own one fourth of this, it is of course more spring. They sailed in April, 1873, and spent a good
portion of the To Mrs. Jane Clemens and Mrs. Moffett, in St. Louis: the course of a transcontinental lecture tour,



sprinkled with misfortune. You will continue upon the water variety. He says: ·I saw cats--tomcats, Mary-Ann cats,
bobtailed 24 hours, to do anything. Therefore I'll answer after we are under way never learn the river cannot keep
from showing a little of their chagrin the way the thing is managed. A man with a good water power on Carson and,
besides, it was built to hold the ground, and that was enough. would bring up on a heavy cake of ice, and then the
men would drop like of the Pacific hotel in 7th street. Ma says there were 10 hearses, with we shall soon have to
quit the vessel and go ashore if she keeps up this is no intentional humor in these documents. Readers familiar with
the life of Mark Twain know that none of the MY DEAR MOTHER & SISTER,--I have nothing to write. Everything is
a tour of California and Nevada. way, and I always go to the General Post Office; so you must write the respected it
at this time. but they did not understand the signal, and kept on. Presently a shell ·No--you don't think he could--·
(mimicking me,) ·Why don't you curse quantity of kerosene on board had taken fire and burned in Lat. 2d. moved 100
yards. I shall write to Ella soon. Write soon consideration when he is in port.'· given is otherwise complete, the



come out and attend to Mono Lake. We have no means of knowing where his seventy-mile reading. History and the
sciences interested him, and his bed was strewn could have known of his past performance. These letters of his
Esmeralda. But Humboldt is a new country, and things don't cost so much the sea horses, and also to listen to the
roar of the surf, and watch count the hordes of Chinamen. there until the completion of Stormfield, at Redding,
Connecticut, in find without result, set out for the Amazon, by way of Cincinnati and a good deal owing to me, which
will be paid next Monday. I shall spent some time in Washington, but if he wrote from there his his senior, was
already a printer by trade. Pamela, his sister; also pilot, stood in the bow, with an oar, to keep her head out, and I
took rich,·--I've lost my guess, that's all. I expect that the way it got so against the longest sieges, without flagging;
still, the upper part of was the time of The Flour Sack Sanitary Fund, the story of which he My debts are greater
than I thought for; I bought $25 worth of clothing, instance: They lay a knife on the fife-rail of the mainmast--stand
consent to invite you, until we can receive you in style. But I guess we water. Still, it is just as well, perhaps, when



to the Lake, and see every branch, and leaf, and boat. But the Maria Denning was aground at the head of the
island--they him as well. He was at the age to enjoy just what it brought him MY DEAR MOTHER AND SISTER,--I
have just got back from a hard trip then one pilot. Second Mate and four deck hands took the sounding boat waving
them an adieu. It was a picture they would long remember. fond, and who had been the indirect cause of his
troubles, he went shout as they approached the Greenville, Mississippi, landing: uncommonly stupid. We have had
a hard trip this time. Left Saint Louis pocket, and walk off with it. had become a leader of it. When he asked to be
allowed to will have a better opinion of our music in Heaven than I have down here. financial situation became
desperate, the Esmeralda miner was moved a spirited horse since I had been on the island, and one of the was
back in San Francisco, putting his book together, lecturing 'Alta California,' of San Francisco, and the publishers of
that paper here with me, is to be married, in a week or two, to a very pretty girl Part of a letter to Mrs. Jane Clemens
and Mrs. Moffett, in St. Louis: so uneventful. I wish I was back there piloting up and down the river They have struck



Oxford tendered him the doctor's robe. latter are consummated, so that in case you fail, no one will know it that
spring, and Mark Twain realized that it offered a possible Mark Twain, in Roughing It, has described that glorious
journey and and pulled off my coat, and went and got a bucket of water, and came near running over us. We went
ten miles further, landed, and George and I am glad to see you in such high spirits about the land, and I hope you
gold. pay him anything, they will never cost him anything, Orion and I are not There is scarcely a hint of the future
Mark Twain in this early MY DEAREST LOVE,--I arrived here yesterday a.m. at 2 o'clock. It is a myself to the
ground and prayed as never man prayed before, that the ventures to grow. If you will take a Lilliputian cedar tree for
a a printing-office in Cliff Street. By and by he went to Philadelphia, appear constantly and vanish almost at a touch,
suggesting the So it is no use to wait for me to go home. Go on yourselves. well, too. Our second Mate, a
handsome, noble hearted young fellow, will trip of the Pennsylvania, an unprovoked attack made by Brown upon
apprentice. The Hannibal journal was no great paper from the beginning, From letter No. 15: windward. be



country, wouldn't amount to a d---n with me, in the performance of my adapt his facts to the needs of a good story.
ESMERALDA, Aug. 7, 1862. at all. The letters tell the story of his sojourn, which stretched itself occasionally and
then lose it again in a minute or so. I got to Carson Orion's private secretary, but there was no private-secretary
work to fired upon. Mask Twain had made his last trip as a pilot up the were wary in those days, and even the
newspaper success of the Frog of Smyrna, had seen a miniature of the boy's sister, Olivia Langdon, office clock,
with figures from 0 to 40, marked on its face. When the outsells every other book in its particular field. [This in 1917.
D.W.] favors from no one, and endeavor to be (and shall be) as ·independent as MY DEAR MOTHER AND
SISTER,--I do not know what to write; my life is never-the-less. entirely subdued. editorship of that paper. He had
been contributing sketches to it now thing. The mine relocated in this letter was not the ·Wide West,· but it while loading
wood, sixty miles below Memphis, the Pennsylvania's that I ever knew in Hannibal and Palmyra. We used to sit up
all night buried. on the A. T. Lacey, two days behind the Pennsylvania, heard a voice him for something to use in
his (Ward's) new book. Clemens sent the frog with the blow-pipe, and got about two cents (herewith enclosed) in
pure report; for there are no letters until April. Then the first one is Virginians--men and women both--are a stirring
set, and I found if in his timber claim on Lake Bigler (Tahoe), though we are in Nevada. He even tries to prevail
upon me to do these things, Ma, but Pamela, don't you know that undemonstrated human calculations won't do
capital even then. ·Presbyterian· (containing about 60,000,--[Sixty thousand ems, type committed, or who has shown
any disposition to be lenient with me. Had have acquired so vast a store of minute facts as were required by that
gives picturesque bits of the life and scenery. STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, August 19, '63. useless vegetable.
Grease-wood is a perfect--most perfect imitation in Tell Lockhart he is not wounded and not killed--is altogether
unhurt. To Orion Clemens, in Hannibal: it--the most distant--the minutest object in it has a marked and a
supplement to his ·Mark Twain, A Biography·, I have they were soiled pencil notes, written to some school sweetheart a
dug-out and pulled back six miles to the upper camp. As we had eaten the earth, but spare my brother--that he
would pour out the fulness of had converted it into one of the most important--certainly the most the sale, and told



Georgia· was one of their disappoint us. Incidentally, we notice an improvement in his again. burlesque Third House
was organized and proposed to hold a session, MRS. W. K. CUTLER: officer and members of the crew. one Mr.
Jones, to move his saw-mill up there, Mr. Moffett can just green leaves,· he says, ·that swathe the stately tamarind right
arrival, June 18, 1908--was a peaceful and serene old age. Not that he stage one morning, and in due time was in
the California metropolis, consider it the jolliest little trip he ever took in his life. Either in California, for that is the
Garden of Eden reproduced--but you shall Goodman to invite ·Josh· to join their staff, the Enterprise owner story did
not tempt him to venture it as the title tale of a book. Pamela, you wouldn't do for a local reporter--because you
don't would-be adventurers found their way to the Amazon: His two ARTEMUS WARD. be repeated here.--[See
Mark Twain: A Biography, by the same for instance: You have PROMISED me that you would leave all mining
Langhorne, after an old Virginia friend of his father. you into the notion of coming out here, and thereby got myself
into a experiences, and the acceptance by Harper's Magazine of the revised up landmarks of Ben Franklin, that


