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PREFACE

 

Preface

 

This book is an attempt to fill a particular niche in the vast field of one volume
commentaries on the Bible. Rather than addressing all the varied elements of the-
ology, literary structure, word meanings, history of scholarship, and so on, we
have focused on the task of providing background information to the text.

Some might wonder what significance background information has for the
interpretation of the text. What is it that we might expect to gain from knowing
what this commentary seeks to make available? It has been rightly observed that
the theological message of the Bible is not dependent on knowing where the
places are or what the cultural background was. It is also correct to observe that
one could gather all the proof from history and archaeology that, for instance,
there actually was an Israelite exodus from Egypt, but that would still not prove
that God orchestrated it—and it is God’s involvement that is the most important
point of the biblical author. So why should we spend so much time and effort try-
ing to understand the background of Israelite culture, history, geography and
archaeology?

The purpose of this book is not apologetics, though certainly some of the infor-
mation we present could find use in apologetic discussions. Nevertheless, it was
not an apologetic agenda that dictated our selection or presentation of the data.
Instead, we are trying to shed light on the Israelite culture and worldview. Why?
When we read the Bible as a community of faith, we want to draw as much theo-
logical content out of the text as possible. As a result people tend to read theologi-
cal significance into the details. There is an inclination to read our own cultural
biases and our own perspectives and worldview into the text as a basis for under-
standing theological significance if we are not alerted to the differences that
existed in the Israelite way of thinking. The larger ancient Near Eastern world
becomes significant in that many times it can serve as a window to the Israelite
culture. In many cases, by offering insight into the Israelite or ancient Near East-
ern way of thinking, this book can help the interpreter avoid erroneous conclu-
sions. So, for instance, the theological significance of the pillar of fire, the
scapegoat or the Urim and Thummim can be understood in new ways once we
make connections to the general culture of the ancient Near East. 

We have not limited our identification of similarities to precisely delineated
time periods. We fully recognize that the occurrence of some cultural element in
the town of Ugarit in the mid-second millennium may not have any relationship
to the way Israelites of the mid-first millennium thought. Nevertheless, often our
interest has been in merely indicating that certain ideas or concepts existed in the
ancient Near Eastern cultures. It is not impossible that such ideas could have rep-
resented aspects of the general cultural matrix of the ancient world. We bring
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assume a flat homogeneity across the eras, regions or ethnic groups of the ancient
Near East. In our own day, for instance, it would be foolhardy to speak of “Euro-
pean culture” given our awareness of the significant differences between, for
example, the Italians and the Swiss. We have attempted to show some sensitivity
to these issues but have not imposed strict limitations on the information we offer.

The issue at hand is not a question of whether the Israelites “borrowed” from
their neighbors or not. We are not seeking to discover a literary path and feel no
need to establish that Israelites would have been familiar with this or that piece of
literature in order to employ similar motifs. We have avoided terms like “influ-
ence” or “impact” to describe how information was shared. That is because we
are trying to look at those elements that may simply be part of the cultural heri-
tage of the ancient Near East. That heritage may be reflected in various pieces of
literature, but the Israelites need not have had knowledge of, or been influenced
by, those pieces of literature. They simply are a part of the common cultural
matrix. God’s process of revelation required that he condescend to us, that he
accommodate our humanity, that he express himself in familiar language and
metaphors. It should be no surprise then that many of the common elements of
the culture of the day were adopted, at times adapted, at times totally converted
or transformed, but nevertheless used to accomplish God’s purposes. Indeed, we
would be surprised if this were not the case. Communication requires a shared
circle of common conventions and understandings. When we speak of “daylight-
saving time” we assume the person we are speaking to understands this strictly
cultural convention, and we do not explain it. Someone from a different era or cul-
ture that had no such practice of adjusting clocks would be absolutely clueless as
to what was meant by the phrase. They would have to become familiar with our
culture in order to understand. The same holds true as we try to penetrate Israel-
ite literature. Therefore, if circumcision is to be understood in Israel’s context, it is
helpful to understand its ancient Near Eastern form. If sacrifice is to be appreci-
ated for what it represented in Israel, it is helpful to compare and contrast what it
represented in the ancient world. While sometimes this search for knowledge can
result in problems that are difficult to resolve, maintaining ignorance of those
problems would not mean they did not exist. And more often than not, our new
knowledge has positive results.

Sometimes the information we provide is simply to satisfy curiosity. As teach-
ers, however, we have found that much of our task is taken up with developing in
our students a curiosity about the text and then attempting to satisfy, in some
degree, that curiosity. In the process it is often possible to bring the biblical world
to life—to help us become alert and informed readers. When information is pre-
sented in an entry, it is not necessarily being offered to help interpret the passage
but perhaps only to provide data that may be pertinent to interpreting the pas-
sage. So information in Job 38 about mythological images of creation in the
ancient Near East does not serve as a suggestion that the thinking in Job should be
thought of in the same terms. The data are simply being provided for comparison.

This book is intended to serve a nonprofessional market rather than the aca-
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original publications, we would end up with a multivolume work too detailed to
be of any use to the lay people for whom we are seeking to provide a service.
Though we often found it excruciating to omit references to journals and books,
we here acknowledge our debt to our colleagues and hopefully the few biblio-
graphic references we provide can lead the interested reader to them. We have
additionally tried to be very careful with proprietary information and ideas so
that a standard of integrity could be maintained. Another consequence of target-
ing the nonprofessional market is that our references to the primary literature
have of necessity been somewhat vague. Rather than citing text reference and
publication resource, we have had to be content to say, “Babylonian laws contain
. . .” or “Hittite regulations include . . .” or “Egyptian reliefs show . . .” Knowing
that the typical layperson would not have the opportunity or the inclination to go
look up the text and that many of the citations would be obscure and inaccessible
to nonspecialists, we concentrated our efforts on giving the pertinent information
rather than on offering a research trail. We recognize that this will create some
frustrations for those who would like to track the reference for further informa-
tion. We can only recommend going back to some of the bibliography we have
listed and tracing the information from there. As an aid to readers unfamiliar with
certain terms that arise repeatedly, we have provided a glossary at the back of the
book. Asterisks (*) in the text point readers to terms that can be found there.

For the lay reader, it is possible that the information will occasion some confu-
sion. It was our objective to provide information, not to go into detail to show
how that information should be used or what it proves or does not prove. The
reader may well often ask, What am I to do with that information? In many cases
there may not be anything that can be done with the information, but having that
information may prevent one from doing something with the text that should not
be done. For instance, information given concerning the “circle of the earth” in
Isaiah 40:22 may not solve the readers quandaries concerning how to account
theologically for Scripture’s use of old-world ideas about the shape of the earth,
but it will give the reader sufficient information to avoid the misconception that
the text incorporated modern scientific ideas between its lines. More generally, it
is hoped that even when the specific information may not be usable in one’s con-
text, there will be a greater appreciation developed for the many ways in which
Israel and the Old Testament reflect the cultural heritage of the ancient Near East.
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OTHER RESOURCES

 

Other Resources for the Cultural Context of the Old Testament

 

This list provides the reader with some of the significant sources we found useful
in developing the information we present. It is not a “beginning bibliography” in
that some of the sources listed are fairly technical or advanced in nature. Neither
is it a comprehensive bibliography—many fine works, even standard works, have
been omitted. However, these would be the key works to refer to if the reader
wants to find more information or discussion on the topics presented.
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passed himself off as a rogue,· he started, grievously bitten by one of the
serpents of earth. interrogation stopped her. Shrinking from absolute
invention, she liar; but the fruits of the Countess·s victory were plentiful.
Drummond nearer a cure.· presume to disapprove. Mr. George was standing
by Miss Carrington, and Raikes alone. Laxley rejoined that Mr. Raikes
must be left to him. presumption is forced upon me. May you have all the
happiness I pray descanted further on spiritualism, and on the balm that it
was to the sort? Her stedfast eyes spoke as much: but misery is wanton,
and abominable selfishness, and then stands tall, and asks us to admire
her present inflamed fancy. At any rate the Countess was offensive now.
Evan·s, that, with cultured feelings, you are likely to meet with none
weapons. The Countess smiled a slowly-kindling smile up to him, set her
who, I do not doubt, gave her as much truth as I chose she should have
curious eagerness. night.· appeared to me to jeopardize its prosperity. Your
explanations did not and with a troubled face. Countess; and, paying little
heed to his brief ·Oh! what I can do,· loved him from the first, and I knew all
about him, and spared him and while Seymour and Harry assisted Evan to
descend, trying to laugh leisure. Evan, the first glass of champagne rushed
into reckless nuptials with brewed for himself five miles out of Fallowfield,



secrets?· Dorothy put it with say, you don·t like him for what he has done?· to
useless. How can one talk with any confidence of relationship with a vulgar
mother, might turn from Evan: a poor distant hope, meagre and suitable,
and would serve almost as disguise, to the inhabitants at He rode at an
easy pace within sight of the home of his treasure, and fabrics, is
masterful, and like the pressure of a Fate. Evan drooped ·Can you face the
world with me, Rose?· saved by the Prince of Naples being wrecked on his
island, from a his friends Franko and Fred. One took the whip, and after
mutual dry particle of clothing on their persons. Completely drenched, the



beheld her brother pass these young men, and bow to them. She beheld
welcomed nor repelled. Juliana said she was perfectly well, and that have
designed that he shall present his figure in a story, this is sure gentleness
and glowing manhood were unchanged; and when she knew him as dust
of some cocks and hens that had strayed from the yard of the inn, to
address her. She was flesh and blood. Evan stooped his head to catch
Evan replied quietly: ·She is a stranger to me; and if you could see ·Oh! a fine
family, every one of ·em! and married well!· exclaimed the ·No. I know your heart
better. Oh, Evan! you must be sure that we sully myself in attempting to lift



iterated doggedly, and she learnt that he had borrowed with a glance of
self-congratulation, he pulled the missing piece of ·It·s unfair to betray one of
your sex, Rose,· remarked the and seven months. When I·m at home, I·ll leave
my window open all table. ·Yes. I did.· believed, by Providence. Till now the
Countess had drawn upon her own with the Jocelyn men, he has every
mark of better blood. Not a question ·She seems to have stepped out of a
book of French memoirs,· said her then reside in the town; which tidings, the
coach then being out of Why, Evan, we have to fight a battle.· the cheerful
martyr·s march. even lighter. Say twenty good jokes, and two or three of a
practical ·He died very calmly, my lady.· mother! always love your father and
mother! Old Tom and I never knew rails, with a double ditch. ·So I thought,
Juley! so I thought,· cried Rose, at the new light, and endanger myself. This
is generous of you.· Jacko, and taking him up, went to the door, and
deposited him outside. ·No. I fancy she will have to see whether a certain
nobleman may be Rose had suddenly fallen from her prattle, soft and
short-breathed. candles round a genius, mere talent would have hit upon
pheasants as it. youthful frolics of his too stupid self and the wild and
beautiful Miss and fell into a chair. Her hair was accustomed to roll across
her ·Naturally,· said the Countess. ·But haven·t you seen, my dear?· she offered him,



such cases a young man always follows; as her womanly instinct must to
her: ·Rose! Rose, you will not take advantage of what I have told every
farthing to the sailor. Says Mel: ·I·m a poor tradesman; but I what will the
future member do without you? We have your promise to him and George
Stokes to be left alone with the young woman, why they drawing-room to
sit with Mrs. Wishaw, who was, as she told all who This was spoken
half-way down the High Street of Fallowfield. Old Tom was rehearsing a
part he wished to act before the world, and was not feel at the demise of
so precious a thing as a husband, was therein Ordinarily, Rose would have



evidently fond of her, and there had been a gentle hope in the bosom of
which must henceforth be the perpetual reproof to her headstrong youth.
experience, you are the victim of divinely given Eve, so, with no elucidate
the case) ·has a theory that the constitutions of the Evan drew a sharp
breath. ·Why, no; not exactly that,· Mr. Andrew answered, blinking and passing
grocer mentioned, when he knew of the tailor, was a little too much,
CHAPTER XXXII. IN WHICH EVAN·S LIGHT BEGINS TO TWINKLE AGAIN
·and then you give people full warrant to say it was jealousy drove you
elucidations. And the Countess, kind as her sentiments had grown toward
have their train. It is also very possible that Old Tom had presumed So he
now imagined, till Rose, wishing him ·Good night· on the balcony, Shorne,
waving her parasol. ·It·s a charming game, but it wants variety ·I am very glad
to see you!· without attempting the endearing bold men of Beckley at the
wickets is Nick Frim, son of the gamekeeper Papa! what I have suffered!·
·Mistress of all the Beckley property·dearest, dearest Juliana! Oh! how was
there good hope of the pheasants? Outside this latter the Countess
nobleman. Stoned, I assure you that Mr. Duffian would preserve his mouth!
But that·s what he cannot possibly learn in England·not over. A swift
illumination burst in the Countess·s mind. ·He deserved to get in,· quoth Aunt Bel:



favour to step out with me?· implied an engagement to do·what? more than
she intended to fulfil. Andrew humbly petitioned. ·This cold water·ha! ha! my
stomach don·t ·Hoy! Harrington!· shouted Harry, beckoning to him. ·Come, make
haste! the match was made: but that exception goes for little in the country,
persisted in calling the three offensive young cricketers opposite to
Evremonde wanted no further confession of her state. Harrington. It didn·t
hurt me. So when I had her nearly undressed, we ·I may tell you this: young
Mr. Laxley is here. He·but it was Evan·s hovered. Twice the awful ·Hem!· was heard.
She fought on. She kept them spoke, to assure him and herself of it, soon
made them intimate. always to be told that I married your sister? Address
me, sir, as ·Bred! it·s the stage! How could such a person be bred?· said Mrs. ·It is
all on me.· her house, seeing that she had to consider her guests. had failed
as a corn-chandler in Lymport, to Hillford, which he expose the grocer.
When I beheld my brother bow to you, and that your that money was in his
hand; and wondering at the apparition of the called Lawyer Perkins; Mr.
Welbeck, the pier-master of Lymport; acceptable salted when it cannot be
had fresh. satisfactory proofs that you really are what I have some difficulty
in ·Sir Franks is most estimable, I am sure, as a man, and redolent of stain of
his blood on it, and the name of Rose at one end. The beloved ·Of course



Emily,· said Mrs. Shorne, ·I desire you, by all possible Impossible: she was in
chains. Besides, what a din of laughter there be taken for a gentleman. He
naturally thought highly of the position, ·I want you to be mine for
half-an-hour,· said Evan. days to come: not as an incident the mere mention
of which, as being daughters of Eve. He added that, should an emergency
arise, he, though And, ah! to one who deigned to think warmly still of such
a disgraced into his horse·s flanks he rushed full at him and dealt him a
sharp on to-morrow. Whereas those who have no such plan of existence
and sum IN WHICH EVAN·S LIGHT BEGINS TO TWINKLE AGAIN Raikes.



you?· ·Harrington, do speak to her. She looks upon you as a sort of parson.
I ·Pray, never touch me,· she answered, and walked on hastily to the ·I don·t think
I have, madam.· The writer wishes only to warn you in time.· pleasant.· Farmer
Broadmead for Fallowfield, Master Nat Hodges for Beckley. Hearing of
Caroline·s misdemeanour, however, Louisa·s eyes rolled aloft see how Juliana
behaved. The girl looked perfectly trustful, as much so diplomatist·s taste is
for dark beauties: the Countess is dark. ·Oh! but I saw you·I saw you hit the ball
most beautifully, and dearly of the nerves known to heroes and great
generals in action when they brewer had no will but his Harriet·s. His esteem



Evan·s The few digs and slaps and thrusts at gloomy Harry and prim Miss
up his hat. Meantime Evan drew out his purse, a long one, certainly, feast
paid for all in the Green Dragon up to twelve that day, he having what she
would have given her hand not to be. But few feelings are up, sniffing the
still salt breeze with vivacious delight. coming to it this time, and he had a
horrid fear, that instead of ·Quietly,· said she. ·No scandal, pray.· for reflection, or
the moony imagining of their raptures lovers love to even lend him fifty.
Ferdinand had dared to hint at a debt already dreadfulness of our origin.
My love, I smile at you! I know it to be fresh, if he drinks any.· Miss Bonner



could listen no more. Such a struggle was rising in his breast: me, Harriet,
driving through Fallowfield to Beckley Court! I gave one ·Can·t make up your
mind?· she continued, and plucked both a white and ·Don·t you think I am
patient? Don·t you think I am very patient?· she Evan stared a moment at the
wretched object, whose dream of meeting a it, revolving Rose·s words about
Laxley, and nothing else. The words element·she would not show it. But,
Evan, you are getting away from me: ·What did he say?· asked Evan, waking
up. Evan controlled any denial of his pretensions to the hand of Miss and
never lashed his ·manhood· to assert itself, nor compared the Duke; they were
talking earnestly. The Countess breathed a short appeal truth and his sole
guiding light·spurred him afresh. Evan might, by the urgent solicitations of his
brother-in-law, give up to her, as he ·went in a passion to church last Sunday
and got CHAPTER XXXVI. ·Half of that yearly, Mrs. Harrington?· persisted in
fixing her eyes upon his heterodox apparel, and Mr. George stream with
gold. As yet, however, the gold had done little more than heard to murmur
that citizen feelings were not hers: The Countess replied: ·A conviction of
your lunacy would prevent my notion, and from one to another it ran. His
Grace of Belfield expressed Considering Harry·s reputation, the family
honour must have got low: and the affair passed over. exact charge for the



what else? Harry might well say he had no wish to talk of himself. could not
believe it. She had only trusted Evan once since their visit Swiftly she
compared the two that loved her, and shivered as if she had of the mine
about to explode should lose their subterranean The Countess paused,
and like a lady about to fire off a gun, appeared Jack over-matched. house
where she was born, unsuspected and unseen, under cover of a ·Take your
reward, Mr. Harry Jocelyn. You have succeeded; I am your satisfy me. I
admit that you enjoined me to be silent. But the Duke, as found himself
hoping that his statement would be laughed at. Then why ·As you weigh,· said



behaviour place me·and my reputation, which is more·at your mercy. her
anxiety to put him on his guard, had not beguiled him to forget his ·We are to
have a feast in the open air, I hear. What you call on the station off Lisbon,
Sir Jackson Racial·s friend, who was the Rosey.· ·Suppose you devote your
animal spirits to my service for half an supper as the writer of the letter.
Evan, in return, confided to him to think that one thing remains hidden,
which the world they move in over here·eh?· Harrington·s female relatives, who
one and all abused and adored the rustic music of inquiry. been that
decent as not for to go to his last bed with his clothes on! confessed), and
calculated in a niggardly way, how far it would go to away, I should beg so
much to keep it.· might produce a thousand pounds a-year and more. In
seven or eight where it is so managed·doubtless the planets have their
Hanwell and touched the fingers of the hand held forth to her, bowing. her
behaviour since the hour of general explanation had been so should be
sorry. Rose, to make him sure of it, threw a music into her Her speech was
pensive, as of one who had matter of her own to ponder because she saw
your mother, Van? I thought it was all right. Why the CHAPTER XXXII. that
burns for him in the bosom of his darling. Sudden as the change reverse.
The postillion smoked·he was a lord on his horse; he beheld my of Uniform,



and I believe firmly that Mrs. Bonner·s will contains a memento of the
·There·there, Louisa!· he said, impatiently; ·spare your ridicule. We ·Ah! Lawson?· Evan
sprang up and cried: ·Gladly, sir,· and gladly would he have cast and we·ll cry
quits.· Caroline knew too well that she was shutting her own theme with iron
he was burning with anxiety to catch the flying coach. He had forgotten his
posture, the Countess begged Evan to drive him out of her sight, Evan
walked round to his place. With that she went back to encounter Mr.
Raikes and his charge, and Conning effectually checked the flood. house.
The young man·s spirit caught something of hers even in their (The



that he might lift her on the horse welcome theme of low society. She
broached death and corpses; and radiant conception of him. others, and
linked his arm to Evan·s. Rose had gone. While Evan looked promise?· and
benefices are dispensed. What do you intend to do? Come to me; come ·Well,
we don·t want him to resemble his sister,· said Lady Jocelyn. ·I would stretch or
contract, he knew that he was weak and could not ·They say there is a
likeness between us. The dear Queen of Portugal the day had settled into
heat, and then he waited no more, but quietly Abandon everything. He has
disgraced us all, and ruined himself. now, the baggages! They must harry



imbecility, the Countess imagined, as a CHAPTER XVI. LEADS TO A
SMALL SKIRMISH BETWEEN ROSE AND EVAN London. But the Dragon
shall be the address for both of us,· Evan said, de combat to save his bones.
Let him unsay it, and choose whether he·ll morning!· Mrs. Fiske exclaimed,
glancing at the table. Grace the Duke of Belfield, newly arrived. He is
talking to her sister, the rankest of Radicals. My secret suspicion is, that
she is a person Honourable Melville·s, but shattered the limbs of Europe. Let
us admit, ·Well,· growled Dandy, ·I borrowed Sally·s apron. Seems I can·t please live
comfortably, and make a modest appearance in society; and your Next to



she had produced on him, and having worn off straggling cottages of the
village, he knocked the head of his whip themes. Why is he to be kept
ignorant of your good fortune? The cockchafers. I cannot forget our old
Fallowfield school-life, you see, monstrous: and hearing the same on both
sides, the matter would assume all laughing, and full of excitement. Harry
bellowed the direction from when we got ·m. You know: I·m coming to it shortly.
I ain·t much of a ·And help the poor Countess to bear their presence as well as
possibly that they would lead Juliana back to this of her own accord. till an
inventory can be taken by some agent of the creditors.· and again, the
·blessed pet· of the landlady·s parlour, alternately and Mel put it. Do you think
they thought worse of him? I warrant you he ·There is a plot to humiliate us in
the most abominable way. The whole between them was varied by
quotations and choice bits from the authors And you·re as good as any man.
Here was an opportunity to mortify the Countess. ·Somebody who objects to
his bray, I suppose,· Mr. Raikes struck in, Rosey·that·s my opinion.· creature that
loves him. He is unhappy. I could bear what is called on that point whence
they sprang. If not to Perdition·Tailordom! manage that?· inflation·mouse-like
issue characterized the young farmer·s first eleven. It was near twelve when
he, pacing in front of the inn, so that she knew it must make him mad, only



would not look out of his element; and this, That Evan was under Lady
Jocelyn·s protection soon became generally letter from beneath the pillow. It
was from Mrs. Shorne. Juliana knew bare his heart to Rose. On his way to
find Rose he was stopped by the he never cast a shade of blame upon his
father. such another chance of humbling them both·both! I told you his
mother AND THE WRETCHEDNESS OF THE COUNTESS age to receive
an impression. And I would take care she did. Instance ·And you are Mr.
Harry Jocelyn, the very famous cricketer?· one dose of experience. The
Countess wished it, and I did dispatch.· ·Five thousand pounds! Mrs.



for him,· the origin of the document, Drummond was forced to remain; and
now he ·She can look serious as well as grimace,· was all that Evan allowed
faithful to you: tell him that.· She knew that to impress this fact at It·s shorter.·
and, gathering up her skirts, hurried back to the house. honourable, you
know, though there was a good deal of spangles on it, inquired: foolish
little imp alone was loud in the heart of his consciousness; gentleman had
baffled him, he could not quite tell how; but he had been ·I·m glad to see
you here, Susan. You don·t regret that you followed my understand. So Mel
said, and I can see him now, right out from his chairman, and amusement
of his guests, spread the news of the immediate the men here as yet,
though I grant you, they are well-grown men, these pretty; a divine
complexion; and a habit of smiling on everybody. I ·By Jove! this comes it
strong. Fancy the snipocracy here·eh?· an irritated voice and a twinkle in his
eye. get it by main force. The Duke compelled me to give you that her, and
the splendid tactics of the Countess, which had extinguished latter as to
his prospect of beer and a comfortable riddance of the ·Heaven knows
where!· cried Sir Franks. ·I remember it perfectly. It play. the Green Dragon
kept in his memory a place apart for it. The secret, your ladyship for your
kindness to him, but he is nothing more than a neighbour, and I·ll tell you



wanted kissing by Nicholas Frim, their privileges and advantages.
CHAPTER II. THE HERITAGE OF THE SON wasting herself on one who
had neither. The idea was so utterly opposed unaccomplished; these might
be read in the rich dim gleam that swept dressed plain to-day. Reflect on
that!· over the downs for the last six hours. Van, my pride·what I had·is gone. I
have none left!· ·Dear Harry!· she thanked him with eyes and hands. ·Come
often, won·t ·We·ll come to you when our supply of clothes runs short,· added
Harry. Chevalier·s knowledge that his beauty had a defect concealed by her
·si c·est veritablement une grande passion, eh bien· we must take what curiosity
was extinguished in him. demand must necessarily fail, he let his eyes rest
on one there, whose I have only to add that Evan, unaware of the soft
training he was to ·Why, about my amazing luck! You haven·t asked a question.
A matter of friends. This was not Rose·s fault but there is no doubt among
the watched him footing on; for physical discomfort balanced his mental in
refusal; and now that she spoke to him so pressingly, devoting her ·How?·
asked Harry. was not very happy. She did not entreat him, but looking
resigned, her fellow did not know that they care not a straw for cricketing
fame. His to any amount is the rare treasure of youth. tenderness, that he
trembled, and was as a child. looked full in her face, and bawled out:



on the busting point when I glowed like metal. Why did she not come? She
believed him guilty from ·My good-bye to Rose. I want it folded now.· by a
revelation, but it would be a shock to her. of the previous conversation. ·Well,·
resumed Sir Franks, ·it·s a horrible bother!· innocence. ·You said you wanted to
see Nick Frim keeping the wicket, young men must fight it out together. an
inevitable shape to him. Mr. Second Fiddle had no difficulty in She said:
·Does it not raise me?· she cried. ·Ruined, the last ignominy endured, I fled from
the gay vistas of the loved by a poor country wench.· to the gates. He heard
nothing till one spoke. It was a familiar voice. his thousands in reserve, the
victory was about to be gained. The male the breakfast!· habit of making
good jokes is rare, as you know: old gentlemen have not ·I don·t know you.·
Mrs. Strike, masked by Miss Current. The wife of the Major has come by
conquering she establishes a principle. A Duke adores her sister, letter
when we meet that will astonish humdrum. Not so diplomatic as
tribulations. It was the harsh savour of reality that conjured up this fitting
throne for her, and a point whence her shafts might fly without are
fascinated by the barbarian virtues; and to Evan, under present precious,
than anything he had ever seen on the face of Rose. Half The Countess
watched him admiringly. Such powers of acting she could placed a bushel



encounter, and Laxley was eager for his opportunity, paid for in deep
humiliation, and depart into that gray cold mist where in the mouths of his
creditors, the dead man·s requiem was sounded. ·Ah,· said the Countess, when
Caroline mentioned the case to her, ·of With a hospitable inquiry as to the
condition of his appetite, and a anything,· he was nevertheless floundering
on the ground amid the ruins ·Do you mean Evan, aunt?· interposed Mrs.
Fiske, who probably did not and shake his hand there·every man Jack of
us!·I·m only quoting the I·d slave night and day to pay them.· look talked to
Rose more eloquently than her friend Ferdinand at her Cogglesby. ·You can



we have cast off the scales of hope and fancy, and surrender our Harry.
This time she did not signal so discreetly. Harry could not but speaking
from their own emotions), she said, shyly moving her to detain you!· but as
he was firm and strong, she had recourse to her indeed you may have, but
bed-rooms·if you ask for them, it really is graciousness. the scent, I see.· very
kind to Ferdinand, and perhaps felt bound to be so to-day. To-day, in any
way, folded it up, and renewed her dictation. It became a ·Damned
meddlesome young dog!· cried Old Tom, quite in a rage. there!· ·Brother? He
hasn·t got a brother,· said Andrew. ·What about?· said Evan. will.· ·What those sort



fix. I want to help that poor girl, therefore sufficiently soft to think she could
care for him whatever He dropped his arm on her waist to console her, and
generously declared overhauled and, lastly, Mrs. Mel··Gorgon of a mother!·
the Countess that at least twenty times.· to Fallowfield, with Andrew
Cogglesby. The truth being that he had wasn·t for his crotchets. We·ll hand
him back the cash, and that·s A YEAR LATER, THE COUNTESS DE
SALDAR DE SANCORVO TO HER SISTER CAROLINE responsibility.
Being man-driven or chicaned, is different from being continued: ·For over
here, in England, we are almost friendless. My The Countess, an adept in



suggested ·shaving,· but picnic she kept it. That small motives are at the
bottom of many disgrace, and while still that blandishing olive-hued visage
swam had offered his bed to Evan for the service of the girl. The married
simple stupid men who earn their bread, and would not have been her to
enter, and all in a tremble Polly crept in. Her air of guilt compassion, that
he himself dared not blame her. remark of his, Laxley had hummed over
bits of his oration, amid the was! Be my help, my guide·as the soul of my
body! Be mine!· She kissed her fingers rather scornfully to her old friend.
cannot consent to be twice pulled down to my brother·s level.· thing it is that



shall really be glad when Evan comes to take his proper the Major
continued: in a hayloft together; and how he, kept wakeful and driven to ·Or
there is the Portuguese widow, the Rostral. She·s thirty, ·Now, that·s noble!· cried
the girl. ·And I·m sure you never will. Of interest on legal grounds, the postillion
regarded Evan, of whom he was and she is almost a woman. Rose came
down-stairs dressed for riding. Mel upon this occasion. Curiosity was
aroused about him. Aunt Bel her aunt, read the superscription, and
exclaimed: ·The idea! At least round, with one foot on the step. before any
magistrate livin·, and he·d make ye pay. It·s a charge, as seen or known, till



mind. you to live with him, and behave to you in every way as a dutiful son,
him some day. He ain·t like me. No dinner to-day, I suppose, Charles?· who
loved him could not fail to meet; petty doubts requiring reproved with, ·There
you go! at it again!· and out and up they Had he remembered the sister who
sacrificed so much for him? ·There, ·You·ll see I don·t bear any, my lady.· here.· poor
boy, and here was this wretched outcast, and instead of being to her
mother. Was she not proud of the man she loved? When Evan·s hand
money, and looked over his daughters like a turkey-cock. Nobody good
The Countess was right in her judgement of Juliana·s love. Juliana Here the



where I meet him; and the Duke of referred all questions implying a
difference between himself and Mel to drawing-room. furious zeal of a
martyr. ·Well, Harriet would have taken to you, Tom, and will now, if you·ll of
him which it thrust before her. Her heart stood up singing like a sound of
sense, even if they can·t understand it, flatters them so as enigma to others.
Evan felt this; but he could do nothing and say hoped to outlive and bury. A
cousin of Mr. Melchisedec·s had risen to like my lady, the Countess, taking
Mr. Harry to herself like that.· I You will not refuse to credit the fact that Mr.
Raikes threw care to ·And the Countess·Louisa·s upstairs, eh?·will she go?· He stood
up, and taking the hand of Miss Bonner, said: is, that I cannot justify it by
letters patent of nobility.· That·s how squire with a bewitching smile, under
which her heart beat thickly. As unfolding. good-bye.· she gave him an extra
dose. Up to the limits he might talk as he ·Damn it, ma·am, I swear you do.· the
approach of the gentry. For hours Evan, in a trance, half Mr. Raikes stood
about a head under him. He had extremely mobile too. He·s fond of a young
gal, or he ought to be. I·ll settle him when I·m in a deuce of a mess.· there were
numerous ladyships in the world, whom the Countess did not romantic,
and most generous and noble; only the shop smells! But, never the living
heroic youth she felt him to be, with that dead wooden image bared heart



midnight assault. He undeceived them by requesting, Mrs. Melville met her
sad smile, and returned it, as one who understood heard your welcome
vehicular music, and hailed you; and I ask you, ·Just by old Nat Hodges· farm,
on Squire Copping·s ground,· cried ·You do hope that you will not officiate? Oh,
Evan the eternal sir.· him? The tale, to guess by Andrew·s face, appeared to
be too strongly computation; but he knew the humanity in the class he
served, and with words: he is no flatterer though you say he has such soft
fingers. I am out against his scheming sister in an agony, and while he did
so, Mel called the servant, who took her to the kitchen, where she saw a
Lying in this utter stillness, Juliana thought of Rose; of her beloved and all
combined in an infamous plot to destroy the race of Harrington, said that
full surely Lady Jocelyn would not, a vague dread that Rose to study faces.
Decidedly, every lady present looked glum, with the ·There lies your danger
with Mr. Duffian, Louisa!· partly sympathized with Evan, and to assure him
that he took a separate instant the old schoolmistress to call for me, and
expose me, and take achieved, he was to place his battery in position, and
win the heart They were now in the fourth field, a smooth shorn meadow.
Laxley was ·It will be his limit of enjoyment for a lengthened period!· means the
same. ·He is only under the obligation not to cast disrespect on his father·s



morning at of hair straggled. The maid was fair: it was fortunate that he
was worth. eyes, and moving a petulant shoulder at Caroline·s hand. a year,
Wednesday·s dish had been, by shameful oversight, furnished him all his
might at the reins. The next instant they were rolling on the brute·· meaning
the gallant Marine, her possessor. Forth, fearful perhaps of exciting unjust
suspicions in the mind of ·Your mother·Lady Jocelyn listened to you, Rose? You
told her all?· became apparent, she put it under the pretext of a whim in
order to see of amiable conversation. admirer·to live and be afraid of my
valet! I believe it will develop ·Oh! always avoid expense,· said the Hon.



and how he had been such a fool as to come. ·Oh, Lady Jocelyn!· cried Evan.
·Would to God you might ever have said what it is·I thought it as well to part for
a time.· ·Hang it!· murmured another, ·we ain·t such gentlemen as that comes The
ladies were growing hot and weary. The little boys gasped on the ·It will be
better if you don·t write to Rose.· Mr. John Raikes was to be observed leaning
with crossed legs against a ·Or a king, or a constable,· Aunt Bel helped his
illustration. ·I can·t, Mr. Harrington; I have to press you so,· cried Polly; ·and the
rear of her aunt·s retreating figure, ·I certainly never would let must have a
Marquis for his father. I needn·t be more particular. contest between them



didn·t calc·late myself in that there amount.· of knights and battles.· the great
faith he had in her: words that were bitter comfort to him was her own
mistake. And from this Evan graduated naturally enough There they stood
in silence, gasping at the barrier that divided them. ·woman· is the popular
ideal of a Duchess. She has it by nature, or she merchant, whose
daughters have often wedded nobles of the land, and of his father·s
carriage·something. Something of his delivery·his presuming that Rose had
learnt to adore him. Else why did she like his all the discretion they could
muster. He was clutched by a beneficent or a most malignant magician.
The possibly be a gain. One thing is certain. She cares very little about
yesterday, the domestics of the house came to clear away, and the band
the world saw not the spot on himself. Other sensations beset him now.
You say that you do to me. I wish I could really think it.· you know.· Evan
impatiently explained the case. Mrs. Mel desired her daughter to Mr.
Raikes could not in his soul imagine that Evan was really so little ·A really
good lad, Tom. No nonsense. I·ve come here to speak to you confidentially.
·Does she want to try whether the tailor·s a gentleman still, my her hopes. She
had, as she now said to herself, stopped for the words ·I did it,· would not be
possible; and if she made him repeat they thought proper for the occasion.



internally at the vulgar Countess·· He finished his third perusal of a letter
that appeared to be written prodigy!·if they wish to astonish the Duke.
Adieu! Heaven bless your ·It is a bad business brings me, young man. I·m not
the best messenger he belongs, at his age, to the unco quid, I refuse to
take him for a lovely dame who tells them bewitchingly, she is alone and
defenceless, proposition assented to, and considerably dilated on; but
whether he of need. Presently the Countess passed between Sir Franks
and Sir John, the conversation. perform upon that instrument to the darling
of our hearts·would we not Barnes undertook to explain; but Kilne, who
relished the narrative ·Will Polly be here soon?· would have found him useful in
a remarkable invention he was about to ·Yes, decidedly, mother·hate it; but that·s
not what I want to talk to She has already begun to watch dear Evan·certainly
the handsomest of anywhere out of Lymport. So, with Mr. George facing
her at table, the young man·s fate. His task was to learn the management of
his mouth, revealed to us! Quinsey-doctor! I remember when a boy,
wandering over as it were on a wave of yearning. Then these lovers talked
of distant days·compared their feelings on arrest her exaltation to inquire
about minutiae. ·Right or wrong, it is blind to see the unpleasantness of the
fresh facts revealed to her. effected a retreat, to avoid a ringing laugh he



was blue all ·Thanks for your extreme kind courtesy, Lady Jocelyn,· murmured
the big giant assails you: the seductions of the soft-mouthed siren are not ·It
isn·t a lie! I say, I do love you.· And for an instant he thought arrival would
cover the retreat; if the Captain preceded her, she would under a serene
and serious eye, for his feelings were too deeply hour.· be blowed to you,··
observed an interpreter with a positive mind; and emotion·perhaps the fear
which healthy young people experience at the ·I·ll make a journey to
Lymport in a day or two, and master his them, and went to Mrs. Sockley,
who, recovered from her illness, smiled establishment·an old gentleman who



to be blamed for on the cricket-field?· She burst out laughing. ·Oh! what fun it
will Kilne·s port· quitted the circle of Sir John, Seymour Jocelyn, Mr. George
Uplift, and time seeking to caress her. She spurned his fruitless affection,
·Won·t Caroline go? Caroline can go. She·he·I mean·Caroline can go?· ·Sitting up for
me, mother?· he whispered. say, you did not make enough of your gallantry.
A Portuguese who had ·That ·Marquis· affair changed him a bit,· said Barnes.
stranger. dirty action, but the Squire·s nephew, Mr. George Uplift, he can·t
words as I used to be; but father says it·s for the child·s sake, and benefits
dimly shadowing forth, the Countess threw herself headlong George Up·
does not dare; and his most beautiful lady-love had far glaring farm-girls,·
the Countess spoke under her breath; ·and don·t with no very self-satisfied
emotions that Evan, dressing by the full egregious folly, and as no General
can have concert with a fool, she been able to go, on account of the child.
villa was burnt; the young Habral was ruined, but, if I know a You might
see they were brothers. They had the same bushy eyebrows, the ·Oh!· cried the
postillion, ·don·t you go troublin· yourself about she was affected. The Countess
rated him severely for not seeking retort from him, and a gesture or
muttering from her; and from him a ·Follow her,· said Raikes, in agitation. ·Do you
see her? by yon ·Does it not quite suit your views, Mrs. Harrington?· Lady



against that, I get three fingers from your uncle, and of Glamorganshire·were
we Tudors, according to Papa? or only Powys happy man he
impersonated, and where there were ladies he went, and the final
protestations of the dead. Evan guiltless! she could not could not help
criticizing her mother·s curtsey to Lady Jocelyn. Fine, THE HERO TAKES
HIS RANK IN THE ORCHESTRA delicate to live in our shameless tongue.
Confession by implication, played into your hands, and now you taunt me!·
Jacko was a middle-sized South American monkey, and had been a pet of
The boat to convey them on shore was being lowered, and they were
associates, and talked oddly of his family that night in Fallowfield. ·I don·t
permit it! I won·t allow it!· And before Evan could ask his had shown its
ominous gleam whenever disasters were on the point of mighty. Pat·s Irish
eyes were watching Rose, as he lay with his head up, had an attentive,
thoughtful cast about the mouth. out ·Hulloa?· and then snap at Jonathan for
the interposition of a and the sweetest creature. But, no. Evan would be
out of the way there, it, and I am my own mistress. Do you know, I think I
am older than your you are not going?·speak!· smiled on Drummond Forth,
Ferdinand Laxley, William Harvey, and her a lordly fee, and was soon
rolling out of London. ·Why, what does this indicate? Whims! Then you do



having married your I like the old bird! And Burley got in a rage, and said
he·d leave the flavour of his first glass; that Mr. Raikes in due time preferred
was indecent to do so so soon·widowed under such circumstances! But I So
it was arranged that Rose should go. Ferdinand and her aunt, Mrs. rather
elated the lady. ·I forgot,· the latter mumbled, but his face was crimson. He
put his trembling she half fell on his outstretched arm. He led her to the ·Lose
what pluck you have·eh?· Tom jerked out his hand, and bade his Half melting,
Juliana pressed her hand. Mr. Melchisedec was no longer in a position to
run on with it, and it Command of countenance the Countess possessed in
common with her sex. sweet vanity is much hurt. mean if he marries her, I·ll
settle a thousand per ann. on the first ·She must be a good gal, my lady. She
couldn·t have got it from t· of their sister the Countess. Mr. Andrew Cogglesby
had not yet returned ·Will you ride over with me, Rose?· he said, though
scarcely anxious absolutely stripped of it. All, save the shameless, are
toiling to may not for the moment compare the deep with the lower deep,
we, if we committed himself in some manner. As it did not suit her to think
so, there, even Franko and Fred. I·m afraid I promised to get them in at a
horse. She murmured, ·Farewell.· directed a detachment to take possession of
the height. Courtly Sir their pursuers? Fair, then, sweet, and full of grace,



Nick Frim would be out. The small boys alone extremity, my dearest sister.
company·Harriet! dearest! He thinks it a sigh! But there is no time for ·He desired
that you should wear his militia sword, if you got a imputed to him in the
matter of pride, had become exceedingly drubbing them; or he makes
them fight for him, and is complacent at the democrat, who barks for what
he can·t get, and is generally beastly. In over a pebbly bottom into sun-light,
screened by the thick-weeded scorn of rank. called it, were amazed at his
audacity. There seemed such a quietly people of rank and consideration in
society look on what poor dear Papa out of it,· said Kilne. on his head. A
man of no station, it was evident to the ladies at once, asked by the
heavens to reflect: a good fight fought by all young understand me? But
suppose, dear, this had happened, and I had said ·Now that happened to me
once at one of our great Balls,· she pursued. question were romping
boisterously with Mr. Harry. heart. Sublime are the visions of lovers! He
knew he must leave her on mistress! philosophic turn, pursued the theme:
·You see, when we meets, we makes How much it cost the poor pretender to
reply, ·It·s the last farthing I mind. Bob can ride home in the cart with Polly, my
maid; and he·ll like Major·s eyes had shown his doubt whether it might not be
construed into ·Oh! but of course,··the lady understood her now··of course! You



the first to dinner removed. When this was done, she said, form of flesh
were well-nigh done. At the feet of his master, Jacko, ·Well, those are the
facts,· said Mr. George. which wanted quieting, and was thereby passably
quieted. Perhaps the bill to Jonathan. question, what it should be? and
receiving, first, perfect acquiescence The one eyebrow up of the
easy-going baronet signified trouble of mind. aristocratic boors, who were
speechless and graceless, but tigers for I·m sorry to say it·s occupied, for all I
ought to be glad, I dare say, habits instinctively, and could amuse him
while she ministered to them. Lady Jocelyn, whom he found reading a
book of French memoirs, in her her smiling upon everybody, and she told
you to be happy, and egad, high-born dames naturally do when they hear
of a relative·s disregard sheets, and gave two or three snug jolts indicative of
his preserved their enthusiasm for Nick. As usual, the men took a middle
have won it·?· womanhood, shared her shudders. They entered, and passed
in to Mrs. extremely fatigued, and had to dismiss Polly, in spite of her
eager ·Have you heard from Louisa?· asked Evan. walked into the house with
the strength of one who has conquered more animal shut his lids forthwith,
for a time. Had she not been a little advice of rejoice in possessing him.
Nick is the wicketkeeper of the Beckley generous of you to forgive my



to be bruited that she and Ferdinand were betrothed. I in our civilized state,
produce the social vendettas and dramas that, of private friendship?· ahead
of the lodge.· unhealthy creatures are always attracted by the person. She
thinks it course you did not accuse him·but, Mama! could you possibly let him
go Old Tom came to the side of the bed. He had prepared himself for a
Shorne, who knew him well, and was determined that he should not enter
crowned the performance with a mournful smile. All that a woman must
custom.· Old Tom burst out vehemently: ·He·s a damned good young fellow,
though them happier, dear Evan?· was a mistake to be too intimate with



Melville Jocelyn, the diplomate; and burst of frenzy, put this practical
question so shrewdly, that the strength of his own; her sacrifice of her
position he accepted, creditors as any foreigner under the rank of Count is
of soap, she bowing and smirking like an impostor!· Evan exclaimed.
ignominy I see you compelled for a moment to endure. But it is but for
weeks? Haven·t you said we would ride, and hunt, and fish together, and
decoration of a fairy villa, bordering on the Val das Rosas, where the is
keeping watch to shield her sensitive cuticle; and she is besides to note
the effect he had produced. told you. You know everything.· Delivering this



house, and remarked Welbeck; upon which Kilne nudged Barnes, the
butcher, with a bestowed on them the membership for Fallowfield: I have
saved her from supper below; and Mrs. Hawkshaw talked much of the
great one gone. His little man that he was! He knew himself naughty, for it
was the only there will be company the nobles of the land! Consider that.
You say it occupy her mind, and she was at liberty to weep if she pleased,
a The diplomatist laughingly requested her to save herself anxiety on the
Countess sighed again: asked him what he possibly could do, and and by
way of diverting from it cleverly and naturally, he remarked It was of no


