MINOAN FRESCO, c. 1500 8.c.E. A stylized representation of bull-leaping, painted into the plaster of a wall at Knossos. = Is this likely to

represent real practices? = Why or why not?

Thanks to its strategic position, Crete was not only a
safe haven but also a nexus of vibrant economic exchange.
Like its counterparts in the Near East, it acted as a magnet
for the collection of resources which were then redistrib-
uted by its rulers and their emissaries. Knossos was also
a production center for textiles, pottery, and metalwork.
Minoan merchants traded these with Egypt, southwest
Anatolia, and Cyprus for a range of exotic goods. Artistic
influences also traveled along these routes; among much
else, Minoan-style paintings from this period appear regu-
larly in the Nile Delta and the Levant.

Traces of the bright colors and graceful lines of these
paintings are still evident on the ruined walls of the pal-
ace at Knossos (Kuh-NOSS-oss). Furnished with indoor
plumbing, among other luxuries, it covered several acres
and comprised hundreds of rooms joined by an intricate
network of winding hallways that inspired the famous
story of the Labyrinth. The Minoans probably worshiped
a god in the form of a bull or bull-man, and they appear
to have devised an elaborate ritual sport known as bull-
leaping, similar to bull-fighting but involving an element
of athletic dance. There is also some evidence that they
practiced human sacrifice (possibly facilitated by the dan-
gers of bull-dancing) as a religious rite.

Despite all these fascinating remains, Minoan culture
remains mysterious because its language has yet to be
decoded. Its script is called Linear A, to distinguish it from

Linear B, used in Mycenaean Greece—a script that has
been deciphered. Although Linear A and Linear B represent
different languages, the formal relationship between them
reflects the fact that Minoan commercial activity engaged
the mainland of Greece. The presence of a wide variety of
Minoan objects on the Greek mainland corroborates this.
Yet the dynamics of the relationship between Minoans
and Mycenaeans remains debatable. Before 1600 B.C.E., the
Minoans were clearly much more sophisticated and may
have dominated their Greek neighbors. One story told of
Theseus describes how the hero was sent to Crete as a
hostage, intending to free Athens from the heavy tribute im-
posed by King Minos. Given what we have already learned

about the close relationship between myth and history, it is
probable that this story preserves ancient memory, just as
the story of Daedalus is an attempt to explain the techno-
logical marvels of the palace at Knossos.

Mycenaean Greece

When Linear B was deciphered in the early 1950s, the texts
written in this script spurred scholars to reconsider the his-
tory of ancient Greece. Since then, new research shows that
the Indo-Europeans whose language became Greek entered
the region in several waves after the turn of the second
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LINEAR B TABLET FROM KNOSSOS. Unlike cuneiform, whose
characters are formed using the wedge-shaped tip of a reed, the scripts
of Linear A and B used a sharp stylus that incised fine lines in clay or

soft stone.

millennium, dominating and displacing the indigenous
inhabitants. By 1500 B.c.E., huge citadels dotted the Greek
landscape, ruled by warriors whose epitaphs boast of their
martial prowess and who were buried with their weapons.
The power of these rulers was based on their leadership
and their ability to reward followers with plunder. The most
successful of them gained control of strategic sites from
which they could exploit major trade routes, engaging in
both trade and piracy.

Over time, and perhaps under the influence of Minoan
Culture, the Mycenaean citadels developed into much more
complex societies. They served as both centers of government
and warehouses for storage. By the thirteenth century B.cE.,
some rulers had carved out territorial kingdoms with as
many as 100,000 inhabitants; later, Hesiod would imagine
their citadels to have been built by giants. These palace cen-
ters were adapted from Near Eastern models and their mas-
Sive size was not ideally suited to the Greek landscape. In
War also, Mycenaean imitation of Near Eastern examples had
WS limits. For example, Mycenaean kings cherished the char-
10ts used by their contemporaries on the plains of Anatolia,
Yet such chariots were highly impractical on rocky terrain.

Despite these and other differences from their Medi-
I€franean neighbors, the Mycenaean Greeks played an
mportant role in Bronze Age networks. By about 1400 B.C.E.,
they had subjugated Crete, taking over Knossos and using
itas a Mycenaean center. In western Anatolia, not far from
Troy, at least one Mycenaean king exercised enough influ-
#nce for a Hittite ruler to address him as “my brother.” This
&Vidence suggests that the Mycenaeans earned prestige as
Warriors and mercenaries, as the Greeks’ heroic poems attest.

The basic political and commercial unit of the

Mycenaean world—a powerful king and war leader, a

warrior aristocracy, a palace bureaucracy, a complex econ-
omy, large territorial kingdoms—differs markedly from the
Greek city-state of the classical age (Chapter 3). However,
we can trace some features of this later civilization back to
the Mycenaeans, including the Greek language. Linear B
tablets speak of a social group with considerable economic
and political rights, the damos; this may be the precur-
sor of the demos, the urban population that sought politi-
cal empowerment in many Greek cities. The tablets also
preserve the names of several gods familiar from the later
period, such as Zeus, Poseidon, and Dionysos. And later
Greeks believed themselves to be descended from these
legendary forebears, whom they credited with superhu-
man achievements. Although they knew little about their
Mycenaean ancestors in fact, the impact of what they imag-
ined about them was considerable.

The Sea Peoples and the
End of the Bronze Age

The civilization of Mycenaean Greece seems to have col-
lapsed around the end of the thirteenth century s.c.e. What
triggered this cannot be determined with any certainty,
but the consequences of the collapse are clear. Because
Mycenaean Greece was an integrated part of a transna-
tional network, the effects of its demise were felt through-
out the Mediterranean and the Near East. Thereafter, a
wave of devastation swept from north to south, caused
by a group of people so thoroughly destructive that they
obliterated everything in their path. We might know
nothing about them were it not for a narrow victory by
the pharaoh Ramses II1 around 1176 B.c.E.

In the stele set up to commemorate his triumph,
Ramses 111 referred to these invaders as “Sea Peoples” and
named several groups as part of a coalition. Some were
familiar to the Egyptians, and it seems that many were
from the Aegean. Most notable were the Philistines who,
after their defeat, withdrew to populate the coast of the
region named after them: Palestine.

Because the Sea Peoples’ arc of annihilation started in
the north, it may have been one of the factors contributing
to the collapse of Mycenaean Greece. Disruption of northern
commercial networks would have devastated the Mycenaean
kingdoms, which could not support their enormous popu-
lations without trade. Suddenly faced with an apocalyp-
tic combination of overpopulation, famine, and violence,
bands of desperate refugees would have fled the Aegean
basin. Meanwhile, the damage to commerce devastated the
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economy of the Hittites, whose ancient kingdom rapidly
disintegrated. Along the Mediterranean coast we find other
clues. The king of Ugarit wrote a letter to a “brother” king on
the island of Cyprus, begging for immediate aid because he
had sent all his own warriors to help the Hittites. Poignantly,
however, we have his letter only because the clay tablet on
which it was written baked hard in the fire that destroyed
his palace. The letter was never sent.

In the end, the Sea Peoples destroyed the civilizations
that had flourished in the Near East and Mediterranean for
over 2,000 years. The devastation was not total; not all cit-
ies disappeared, and trade did not cease entirely. But the
Hittite Empire was gone, leaving behind it many weak,
short-lived principalities. The great cosmopolitan cities of
the eastern Mediterranean lay in ruins, and new groups—
sometimes contingents of Sea Peoples like the Philistines—
populated the coast. The citadels of Mycenaean Greece
were depopulated by as much as 90 percent over the next
century, and Greece entered into a period of cultural and
economic isolation that would last for 250 years.

The victorious Egyptians survived, but with
their major trading partners diminished or dead their
civilization suffered. The Assyrians, the original architects

by the Hittites. Similar developments
took place in the Levant: the eastern
coastline that today
Lebanon, and parts

Mediterranean
comprises Israel,
of Syria. For centuries, this region had
been controlled either by the Egyptians
or the Hittites. With the collapse of these
empires, new states began to emerge here, too. They were
small, but they had a huge impact on the history of Western
civilizations.

The Phoenicians

The most influential civilization of this period was that of

a people whom the Greeks called Phoenicians. They are
also known as Canaanites, and were speakers of a Semitic
language closely related to Hebrew. During the Late Bronze
Age, most Phoenician cities had been controlled by Egypt.
But the erosion of Egyptian imperial power after 1200 B.C.E.
gave these cities the opportunity to forge a new indepen-
dence and to capitalize on their commercial advantages.
One Phoenician city was a clearing house for papyrus, the
highly prized Egyptian writing material. This explains why
the Greek name for this city, Byblos, became the basis for
the Greek word biblion, meaning “book.” (The Bible is so
called from the plural biblia, “the books.”) Another valuable
commodity came to be the name by which the Phoenicians
themselves were known: a rare purple dye derived from
the shells of snails culled from seabeds off the Levantine
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icians also became expert metalworkers, ivory carv-
€S, and shipbuilders.

“Phoenician Colonies and
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W Phoenicians were also aggressive colonists. By the end
“of the tenth century .cE., they had planted settlements
%m one end of the Medlterranean to the other and had
hgun 1o venture out into the Atlantic Ocean.
= The widespread colonial and mercantile efforts of the
Phoenicians meant that they influenced cultures across
the Mediterranean. Among their early overseas trad-
mg Partners were the Greeks, and the Phoenicians may

Ve played an important role in reintroducing urban life
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Age, the destruction of transnational commercial networks had a domino effect on the interlocking civilizations of the
y into a “dark age” of isolation and impoverishment. The global economic crisis of our own day was caused by a similar
e 2008 collapse of mutually dependent financial systems that proved more fragile than anyone had anticipated.

to Greece after the collapse of the Mycenaean citadels.
While each city of the Phoenician mainland had its own
hereditary royal government, in the Phoenicians’ over-
seas colonies a new type of political system emerged in
which power was shared among a handful of elite fami-
lies. This aristocratic form of government would become
a model for many other Western societies, including those
of Greece and Rome.

Without question, however, the most important contri-
bution of the Phoenicians was their alphabet. As we noted
earlier, a thirty-character system had evolved at Ugarit by the
end of the Bronze Age. Around 1100 B.cE., the Phoenicians
refined this writing system to twenty-two characters. This
simpler alphabet further facilitated trade and accounting,
and the Phoenicians may have wanted to encourage simi-
lar practices among their partners to safeguard their own
interests. The Greeks certainly remained aware of their debt
to the Phoenicians: their legends ascribe the invention of the
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE ALPHABET. This table shows how the
shapes of letters changed as the Phoenician alphabet was adapted by
the Hebrews, the Greeks, and eventually the Romans (from whom our
modern alphabet derives).

alphabet to Cadmus, a Phoenician who settled in Greece.
Their debt is also clear in the close relationship between the
names of letters in Greek (alpha, beta, gamma, delta . . .) and
Phoenician letter names (aleph, bayt, gimel, dalet . . .), and
from the obvious similarities in letter shapes.

The Philistines

Southward along the Levantine coast from Phoenicia lay
the land of the Philistines, descendants of the Sea Peoples
defeated by Ramses 111. Their bad reputation is the result of
their dominance over their neighbors, the herdsmen known
as the Hebrews, who used writing as an effective weapon
against them: the Philistines are the great villains of the

Hebrew scriptures, and the word philistine has accordingly
come to mean a boorish, uncultured person. Because the
Philistines do not appear to have made use of the same pow-
erful technology to record their own outlook on the world,
and almost everything we know about them comes from the
work of archaeologists, or has to be sifted through the bad
press of their detractors. We know little about their language,
but their material culture, behavior, and organization exhibit
close affinities with Mycenaean Greece.

Philistine power was based on five great strongholds, the
so-called Pentapolis (Greek for “five cities”): Gaza, Ashkelon,
and Ashdod on the coast, and the inland cities of Ekron and
Gath. Again, these citadels are strikingly similar to the forti-
fied palaces of Mycenaean civilization, and they appear to
have served many of the same functions. From these strong-
holds, the Philistines dominated the surrounding country-
side by organizing agricultural production and controlling
trade routes. An independent lord ruled over each citadel,
and no doubt tensions and rivalries existed among them. But
much like the heroes of Greek epic, the Philistines could set
aside differences when facing a common enemy.

Because we see the Philistines primarily through the
eyes of their Hebrew enemies, we must be careful about
drawing conclusions about them from the stories of Goliath’s
brutality or Delilah's sexual treachery. Yet the Hebrews had
good reason to fear the Philistines, whose pressure on the
Hebrew hill country was constant and who threatened the
Hebrews' holy sanctuary at Shiloh, where the sacred Ark of
the Covenant was said to contain the original tablets of the
law given to Moses on Mount Sinai. In Hebrew tradition, the
tribes of Israel had once carried the Ark before them into bat-
tle against the Philistines, only to lose it in the fray and to wit-
ness thereafter the destruction of Shiloh. The Philistines then
established garrisons throughout the land of the Hebrews,
exacted tribute, and denied them access to weapons.

The Hebrews and Their Scriptures

The central feature of Hebrew culture, their conception of
and relationship to their god, will be discussed at greater
length toward the end of this chapter. In this section, we
focus our attention on the development of Hebrew society—
while acknowledging that religion is always related to poli-
tics, as well as to economic conditions and the concerns of
everyday life. Indeed the Hebrews, like all ancient peoples,
could not have distinguished among these phenomena.

In reconstructing the early history of the Hebrews, we
are indebted to an unusual textual source: a series of scrip-
tures (literally “writings”) that comprise mythology, laws
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tual practices, genealogical records, books of proph-
erbs, poetry, and royal chronicles. These are col-
known as the Hebrew Bible or (among Christians)
2 Old Testament. The books of the Bible were assem-
over many centuries, mostly by unknown authors,
and editors. Like other sources, they have to
- as artifacts produced by particular historical
istances, which also governed the way that certain
preserved and put together.
e first five books of the Hebrew Bible are traditionally
ted to Moses, but most of the materials in these books
ed from other Near Eastern cultures, including
fies of creation and the flood, which parallel those
mer (as we saw in Chapter 1). The story of Moses’s
0od draws on a legend told about the Akkadian king
Great. And the story of the exodus from Egypt
with problems. Although the later Book of Joshua
S that the Hebrews who returned from Egypt con-
L and expelled the native Canaanites, archaeologi-
d linguistic evidence suggests that the Hebrews were
Canaanites themselves. They may have merged
ered refugees from Egypt in the aftermath of the

COLONIZATION. Compare this map to the more detailed one of the Hebrew
mvedasthahomzlandfortthhunkiuncfty—mtes,undwhmﬂd 1
of such crucial importance to Phoenician city-states? = What does thel
g different opportunities available in tIu West, as aompamt Mﬂrw

Sea Peoples’ invasions, but for the most part they had been
continuously resident in Canaan for centuries. In other
words, the first five books of the Bible constitute a retro-
spective history whose purpose was to justify Hebrew tra-
ditions and claims to territory.

Among the other writings included in the Hebrew
Bible are a group of texts which record events of the
more recent past, those of the period we are considering
now. These “historical books” are more straightforwardly
verifiable, even if many details are difficult to confirm.
According to the Book of Judges, the Hebrews were wan-
dering herdsmen who had just begun to establish perma-
nent settlements around the time of the Philistines’ arrival
in the Levant. They had organized themselves into twelve
tribes—extended clan units whose families owed one
another mutual aid and protection in times of war, but who
frequently fought over cattle and grazing rights. Each tribe
was ruled by a patriarch known as a judge, who exercised
the typical functions of authority in a clan-based society:
war leadership, high priesthood, and dispute settlement.
By the middle of the twelfth century B.cE., these tribes
occupied two major territories, with those settled in the
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south calling themselves the tribes of Judah, and those in
the north the tribes of Israel.

The Struggle for Hebrew Identity

The Hebrew tribes of this period had little experience of
organized activity. This made them highly vulnerable,
especially when the Philistines conquered the Levantine
coast around 1050 B.c.e. To counter the Philistine threat
effectively, they needed a leader. Accordingly, around
1025 B.CE., an influential tribal judge called Samuel selected
a king to lead the Hebrew resistance against the Philistines.
His name was Saul. However, Saul proved to be an ineffective
war-leader. So Samuel withdrew his support from Saul and
threw it behind a young warrior in Saul’s entourage, Saul’s

son-in-law David. Waging his own independent military
campaigns, David achieved one triumph after another over
the Philistines—that is, according to those chroniclers of the
Bible who wrote their accounts under David’s patronage.
These same books reveal that David was a man on the
make; and when Saul finally drove him from his court, he
became an outlaw on the fringes of Hebrew society and
then a mercenary in Philistine service. It was as a Philistine
mercenary that David fought against Saul in the climactic
battle in which Saul was killed. Soon thereafter, David him-
self became king, first over the tribes of Judah, his home
territory, and later over Saul’s territory of Israel as well.

The Consolidation of a Hebrew
Kingdom

After David’s victory around 1000 B.c.E., he took advantage
of the opportunity afforded by Egypt’s decline to expand
his control southward, eventually confining the Philistines
to an inconsequential strip of coastal land. By the time of
his death in 973 B.cE., David’s kingdom stretched from
the middle Euphrates in the north to the Gulf of Agaba
in the south, and from the Mediterranean coast eastward
into the Syrian deserts.

As David’s power and prestige grew, he was able to
impose on his subjects a highly unpopular system of taxation
and forced labor. His goal was to build a glorious capital at
Jerusalem, a Canaanite settlement that he designated as the
central city of his realm. It was a shrewd choice. As a newly
conquered city, Jerusalem had no previous affiliation with any
of Israel’s twelve tribes and so stood outside the ancient rival-
ries that divided them. Geographically too, Jerusalem was a
strategic choice, lying between the southern tribes of Judah
(David’s people) and the northern tribes of Israel. David also
took steps to exalt the city by making Jerusalem the rest-
ing place of the sacred Ark and reorganizing the priesthood
of the Hebrew god, Yahweh. By these measures, he sought
to forge a new collective identity centered on his own fam-
ily and its connections to Yahweh. To this end, he also en-
couraged the writing of histories and prophecies that would
affirm this identity and his central role in forging it.

The Reign of King Solomon
(r. 973-937 B.C.E)

Continuing his father’s policies, but on a much grander
scale, David's son Solomon built a great temple complex
at Jerusalem to house the Ark. Such visible support of
Yahweh's cult was approved by the historians whose works
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included in the Bible, and who portray Solomon’s reign
den age. However, Solomon was a ruthless and often
tal ruler whose promotion of Yahweh coincided with
;_ of despotism. To finance his expensive tastes
d programs, Solomon instituted oppressive taxation and
posed customs duties on the lucrative caravan trade
at passed through his country. With the help of the
genician king of Tyre, Solomon constructed a commer-
| fleet whose ships plied the waters of the Red Sea and
ond, trading—among other commodities—the gold
d copper mined by Solomon’s slaves.
' Solomon also maintained a large standing army of con-
ots from his own people. To undertake his ambitious
g projects, Solomon required many of his subjects
orm forced labor four months out of every year. This
f oppression was too much for many Israelites, and
rth seethed with rebellion against the royal capital.
a decade or so of Solomon’s death, in fact, the frag-
narchy split in two. The dynasty descended from
continued to rule the southern kingdom of Judah
hits capital at Jerusalem, but the ten northern tribes
ed together as the kingdom of Israel, with their capital
hechem. In the meantime, the changing political situa-
of the Near East made the Hebrew kingdoms increas-
gly vulnerable.

E REVIVAL OF THE
YRIAN EMPIRE

ians had long played an important role in spread-
and promoting urban settlements. But like the other
powers of the Near East, their civilization had been dev-
d by the Sea Peoples. For several centuries afterward
truggled for survival. Then, in the ninth century B.CE.,
nt but brutal ruler laid the foundations of what his-
‘call the Neo-Assyrian Empire. Under the leadership
urnasirpal 11 (@h-sur-NAH-sur-PAHL, r. 883-859 B.C.E),
new” Assyrians began to conduct aggressive military
against their neighbors. Those whom they de-
gither had to pay tribute or face the full onslaught of
ian war machine, which under Assurnasirpal ac-
12 deserved reputation for savagery.

ite their military successes, Assurnasirpal and his
inspired stiff resistance. The northern kingdom
formed an alliance with other small states to halt
expansion. This coalition ultimately forced the
to settle for smaller victories against the Armenians
2northwest and the Medes to the northeast. Thereafter, a

cycle of violent oppression and rebellion continued until the
reign of a military commander who took the name Sargon 11
(r. 722-705 B.c.E). He claimed to be the direct successor
of Sargon of Akkad, the first great king in Mesopotamian
history, nearly 1,500 years earlier (Chapter 1).

Like the Hebrews, Sargon and his heirs skillfully
deployed history as a political tool. And eventually, they
extended the frontiers of the Neo-Assyrian Empire from
western Iran to the shores of the Mediterranean. Briefly,
they even subjugated parts of Egypt. Sargon himself put
an end to the kingdom of Israel in 722 B.c.E., enslaving
and deporting most of the population, and he terrified the
southern kingdom of Judah into remaining a quiet vassal.
By the seventh century B.CE., Assyria was the unrivaled
power of the ancient Near East.

Neo-Assyrian Government
and Administration

The Neo-Assyrian Empire was built on the ability of its
army to oppress both enemies and subjects alike. At its head
was a hereditary monarch regarded as the earthly represen-
tative of the Assyrians' patron god, Assur. Supporting the

ASSYRIAN ATRGC!TIES Judeam ;;aptwes \vhos c:ty has fallen to
the Assyrian king S Sennacherib (r. 704-6818.c.¢) are shown being
impaled on stakes. This triumphal carving comes from the walls of
Sennacherib's palace at Nineveh. = Wlm wuﬁ lnﬂnpme of
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The Revival of the Assyrian Empire | 47




Bel and Nebo love, whom  the kings of the entire world from the  Questions for Analysis
s king to please their hearts. Upper to the Lower Sea, those who are 4 pqth of these inscriptions constitute
entered Babylon as a friend  seated in throne rooms, (those who) live propaganda, but of different kinds.
| established the seat of the  in other (types of buildings as well as) all How do they differ? What audience(s)
in the palace of the rulerun-  the kings of the West living in tents, are they addressing? What function(s)
tion and rejoicing. ... My nu-  brought their heavy tributes and kissed
ps walked around Babylonin  my feet in Babylon.

ant

does each inscription serve?

2 Each of these rulers claims to have a

my e, | did not allow anybody to terror-

lace) of the (country of Sumer) . close relationship with the divine.
and d. | strove for peace in Babylon How do those relationships differ, and
ssa- in all his (other) sacred cities. .. | what do those differences reveal
and lished the . . . [yoke] which was against about their attitudes to kingship and
t of !ai) standing, | brought valiof to Source: .Excerpted from James B. P.ritchard, its sources of power?

- ; : ed,, Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the
il pidated housmg, putting (thus) Old Testament, 3rd ed. (Princeton, NJ: 1969), 3. Both of these kings boast of their royaﬁ
- heir (main) complaints. .. /All . pp. 31516, lineage and their connections to past

lev- : e
rulers. How different or similar are

o these perspectives? What do they

not

reveal about these kings’ awareness of
history?

gO?
E DEVELOPMENT OF HEBREW From Monolatry to Monotheism
ONOTHEISM For those who later advocated the exclusive worship
and of Yahweh, the early history of the Hebrews was full of
ted 2 Of all the important trends that we have traced in ‘our  embarrassments. Even the Hebrew scriptures reveal their
they & y of the Iron Age Near East, perhaps none is of greater ~ propensity for the worship of many gods. Yahweh him-
ind) mificance to the civilizations of the West than mono-  self, in commanding that his people “have no other gods
ster, m: the belief in a single god, the creator and ruler  before me,” acknowledged the attraction of those gods.
‘ all things. This development is traditionally associated ~ The older, polytheistic Hebrew religion honored nature
reat W h the Hebrews, but even the Hebrews were not always  spirits such as Azazel and the Canaanite deity El, whose
king onotheists. Those who argued for the exclusive worship ~ name is an important element in many Hebrew place-
rims 88 Yahweh were a minority within Hebrew society, albeita ~ names (for example, Bethel) and became a synonym for
reat f al and assertive one. How the Hebrews came to regard ~ “God.” The temple built by Solomon at Jerusalem even
Tus, " Yahweh as the only divine being in the universe, and to  included altars to Ba'al and his wile Asherah, a fertility
tof 4 ot their identity in such an exclusive religious outlook, — goddess. Later Hebrew kings continued such practices,
of a IS therefore a phenomenon that can only be understood  overriding the protests of religious purists devoted to
ship;  Within its historical context. Yahweh.

The Development of Hebrew Monotheism | 53




