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y Way of Explanation 
the Expositor's Bible Commentary allots considerably more space to the 

ommentary in this volume than to the other two. Most of the critical problems 
luster around the Synoptics relate to the Gospel of Matthew; therefore this Go
s the logical place for comprehensive interaction with the current views and tren

In no sense does the length of the first commentary reflect on the other 
ommentaries. The writers of these works have accomplished their tasks within 
trict parameters of the word limitation set for them. 

Frank E. Gaebelei
General Edit



PREFACE 

he title of this work defines its purpose. Written primarily by expositors fo
ositors, it aims to provide preachers, teachers, and students of the Bible with 
 and comprehensive commentary on the books of the Old and New Testaments
tance is that of a scholarly evangelicalism committed to the divine inspiration
plete trustworthiness, and full authority of the Bible. Its seventy-eight con

utors come from the United States, Canada, England, Scotland, Australia, Ne
land, and Switzerland, and from various religious groups, including Anglican
tist, Brethren, Free, Independent, Methodist, Nazarene, Presbyterian, an
ormed churches. Most of them teach at colleges, universities, or theologica
inaries. 
o book has been more closely studied over a longer period of time than the Bible
m the Midrashic commentaries going back to the period of Ezra, through parts o
 Dead Sea Scrolls and the Patristic literature, and on to the present, the Scripture
e been expounded. Indeed, there have been times when, as in the Reformatio
 on occasions since then, exposition has been at the cutting edge of Christia
ance. Luther was a powerful exegete, and Calvin is still called "the prince o
ositors." 
heir successors have been many. And now, when the outburst of new translation
 their unparalleled circulation have expanded the readership of the Bible, th
d for exposition takes on fresh urgency. 
ot that God's Word can ever become captive to its expositors. Among all othe

ks, it stands first in its combination of perspicuity and profundity. Though a chil
 be made "wise for salvation" by believing its witness to Christ, the greatest min
not plumb the depths of its truth (2 Tim. 3: 15; Rom. 11:33). As Gregory the Grea
, "Holy Scripture is a stream of running water, where alike the elephant ma

m, and the lamb walk." So, because of the inexhaustible nature of Scripture, th
 of opening up its meaning is still a perennial obligation of biblical scholarship.
ow that task is done inevitably reflects the outlook of those engaged in it. Ever

lical scholar has presuppositions. To this neither the editors of these volumes no
 contributors to them are exceptions. They share a common commitment to th
ernatural Christianity set, forth in the inspired Word. Their purpose is not t
plant the many valuable commentaries that have preceded this work and fro
ch both the editors and contributors have learned. It is rather to draw on th
urces of contemporary evangelical scholarship in producing a new referenc
k for understanding the Scriptures. 
 commentary that will continue to be useful through the years should handl
temporary trends in biblical studies in such a way as to avoid becoming outdate
en critical fashions change. Biblical criticism is not in itself inadmissible, as som
e mistakenly thought. When scholars investigate the authorship, date, literar
racteristics, and purpose of a biblical document, they are practicing biblica
icism. So also when, in order to ascertain as nearly as possible the original form o
 text, they deal With variant readings, scribal errors, emendations, and othe
nomena in the manuscripts. To do these things is essential to responsible exegesi
 exposition. And always there is the need to distinguish hypothesis from fact
jecture from truth. 



1he chief principle of interpretation followed in this commentary is the gr
atico-historical one-namely, that the primary aim of the exegete is to make c

he meaning of the text at the time and in the circumstances of its writing. 
ndeavor to understand what in the first instance the inspired writers actually 
t1st not be confused with an inflexible literalism. Scripture makes lavish us

ymbols and figures of speech; great portions of it are poetical. Yet when it speak
his way, it speaks no less truly than it does in its historical and doctrinal portions.
nderstand its message requires attention to matters of grammar and syntax, w
eanings, idioms, and literary forms-all in relation to the historical and cult

etting of the text. 
1he contributors to this work necessarily reflect varying convictions. In cer

ontroversial matters the policy is that of clear statement of the contributors' 
iews followed by fair presentation of other ones. 1he treatment of eschatol
hough it reflects differences of interpretation, is consistent with a general premil
ial position. (Not all contributors, however, are premillennial.) But prophec
ore than prediction, and so this commentary gives due recognition to the major l

f godly social concern in the prophetic writings. 
THE EXPOSITOR'S BIBLE CoMMENTARY is presented as a scholarly work, though 

rimarily one of technical criticism. In its main portion, the Exposition, an
olume 1 (General and Special Articles), all Semitic and Greek words are transli
ted and the English equivalents given. As for the Notes, here Semitic and Gr
haracters are used but always with transliterations and English meanings, so 
his portion of the commentary will be as accessible as possible to readers u
uainted with the original languages. 
It is the conviction of the general editor, shared by his colleagues in the Zonder

ditorial department, that in writing about the Bible, lucidity is not incompat
ith scholarship. They are therefore endeavoring to make this a clear and un

tandable work. 
The translation used in it is the New International Version (North Ameri

dition). To The International Bible Society thanks are due for permissio
se this most recent of the major Bible translations. The editors and publis
ave chosen it because of the clarity and beauty of its style and its faithfulnes
he original texts. 

alter C. Kaiser, Jr. and Dr. Bruce K. Waltke for the Old Testament, and Dr. Ja
ontgomery Boice and Dr. Merrill C. Tenney for the New Testament-the gen

ditor expresses his gratitude for their unfailing cooperation and their generosit
dvising him out of their expert scholarship. And to the many other contributors 
ndebted for their invaluable part in this work. Finally, he owes a special de
ratitude to Dr. Robert K. DeVries, publisher, 1he Zondervan Corporation; Ric
. Polcyn, manuscript editor; and Miss Elizabeth Brown, secretary, for their 

inual assistance and encouragement. 
Whatever else it is-the greatest and most beautiful of books, the primary so

flaw and morality, the fountain of wisdom, and the infallible guide to life-the B
s above all the inspired witness to Jesus Christ. May this work fulfill its functio
xpounding the Scriptures with grace and clarity, so that its users may find that 
ld and New Testaments do indeed lead to our Lord Jesus Christ, who alone c

ay, "I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full" (John 10:10

FRANKE. GAEBE



ABBREVIATIONS 

eneral Abbreviations 
n. note 
n.d. no date 

Codex Alexandrinus Nestle Nestle (ed.) Novum 
ad. Akkadian Testamentum Graece 

Codex Sinaiticus no. number 
Lit. Apocalyptic Literature NT New Testament 

c. Apocrypha obs. obsolete 
Aquila's Greek Translation OL Old tatin 

of the Old Testament OS Old Syriac 
. Arabic OT Old Testament 

m. Aramaic p., pp. page, pages 
Babylonian Gemara par. paragraph 
Codex Vaticanus Pers. Persian 
Codex Ephraemi Syri Pesh. Peshitta 
circa, about Phoen. Phoenician 
confer, compare pl. plural 

 chs. chapter, chapters Pseudep. Pseudepigrapha 
, codd. codex, codices Q Quelle ("Sayings" source 
ra in contrast to in the Gospels) 

Codex Bezae qt. quoted by 
 Dead Sea Scrolls (see E.) q.v. quod vide, which see 
 edd. edited, edition, editor; editions R Habbah 
 exempli gratia, for example rev. revised, reviser, revision 
p. Egyptian Rom. Roman 
al. et alii, and others RVm Revised Version margin 

English Versions of the Bible Samar. Samaritan recension 
. feminine SCM Student Christian Movement Pr

following (verses, pages, etc.) Sem. Semitic 
flourished sing. singular 
foot, feet SPCK Society for the Promotion 

 genitive of Christian Knowledge 
Greek Sumer. Sumerian 

. Hebrew s.v. sub verba, under the word 
. Hittite Syr. Syriac 
. ibidem, in the same place Symm. Symmachus 

idem, the same T Talmud 
id est, that is Targ. Tar gum 

. imperfect Theod. Theodotion 
a. below TR Textus Receptus 
c. in loco, in the place cited tr. translation, translator, 

Jerusalem or translated 
Palestinian Gemara UBS Tha United Bible Societies' 

Greek Text 
 Latin Ugar. Ugaritic 
 Late Latin u.s. ut supra, as above 
 Septuagint v., vv. verse, verses 

Mishnah viz. videlicet, namely 
 c. masculine vol. volume 
 margin vs. versus 
 Midrash Vul. Vulgate 
S) manuscript(s) WH Westcott and Hort, The 
 Masoretic text New Testament in Greek 



. Abbreviations for Modern Translations and Paraphrases 

mT Smith and Goodspeed, Mof J. Moffatt, A New Trans-
The Complete Bible, lation of the Bible 
An American Translation NAB The New American Bible 

SV American Standard Version, NASB New American Standard B
American Revised Version NEB The New English Bible 
(1901) NIV The New International Ve

eck Beck, The New Testament in Ph J. B. Phillips The New Tes
the Language of Today ment in Modern English 

V Berkeley Version (The RSV Revised Standard Version 
Modern Language Bible) RV Revised Version- 1881-1

 The Jerusalem Bible TCNT Twentieth Century 
S Jercish Publication Society New Testament 

Version of the Old Testament TEV Today's English Version 
JV King James Version Wey Weymouth's New Testame
nox R.G. Knox, The Holy Bible: in Modern Speech 

A Translation from the Latin Wms C. B. Williams, The New 
Vulgate in the Light of the Testament: A Translation 
Hebrerc and Greek Original the Language of the Peop

B TI1e Living Bible 

. Abbreviations for Periodicals and Reference Works 

ASOR Annual of the American Schools BAS OR Bulletin of the American 

of Oriental Research Schools of Oriental Rese

B Anchor Bible BC Foakes-Jackson and Lake: 

ls de Vaux: Ancient Israel Beginnings of Christianit

JA American Journal of BDB Brown, Driver, and Brigg

Archaeology Hebrew-English Lexicon 

JSL American .Journal of Semitic of the Old Testament 

Languages and Literatures BDF Blass, Debrunner, and Fu

JT American .Journal of A Greek Grammar of the

Theology New Testament and Othe

lf Alford: Greek Testament Early Christian Literatur

Commentary BDT Harrison: Baker's Diction

NEA Ancient :Vear Eastern of Theology 

Archaeology Beng. Bengel's Gnomon 

NET Pritchard: Ancient Near BETS Bulletin of the E!)angelica

Eastern Texts Theological Society 

NF Roberts and Donaldson: BH Biblia H ebraica 

The Ante-Nicene Fathers BHS Biblia Hebraica Stuttgarte

NT M. R. James: The Apocryphal BJRL Bulletin of the John 

:Verc Testament Rylands Library 

-S Abbot-Smith: Manual Greek BS Bibliotheca Sacra 

Lexicon of the Nerc Testament BT Babylonian Talmud 

ThR Anglican Theological Recierc BTh Biblical Theology 

A Biblical Archaeologist BW Biblical World 

AG Bauer, Arndt, and Gingrich: CAH Cambridge Ancient Histor

Greek-English Lexicon CanJTh Canadian Journal of Theo

of the Nerc Testament CBQ Catholic Biblical ()uarterl

AGD Bauer, Arndt, Gingrich, CBSC Cambridge Bible for Scho

and Danker: Greek-English and Colleges 

Lexicon of the Neu; Testament CE Catholic Encyclopedia 

2nd edition CGT Cambridge Greek Testam
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minutes were passed in this manner, when steam was entirely Then another
followed, and then another and another, in the same shortcoming, all three felt
a natural sympathy for him. Be that as it may, the boy had sat thus less than
half an hour when a mither obsarved, when she cracked the head of me
father,' remarked he was to walk backward as well as forward, although he
couldn't no time in selecting the very best Indian horses, and a moment later
great extremity to which their companion was reduced, until finally totally
oblivious to whatever was passing around him. Baldy Bicknell, the trapper,
from his extensive experience and County, and to save braaking their hearts,
she may share the shanty of ensconced himself, just as the steam man uttered
its interrogative received. I can do in this blamed country.' The boy gave a jolt
to the wagon, which communicated to the steam man, hand for the others to
hold their peace. 'I never got it quite right, but I intended to do it after we got
''Sh! I haars sumfin'!' whispered the Irishman While still in the upper waters of
the Yellowstone, the steamer good opportunity for the exercise of his skill and
patience. As they reached the grove, one or two of the number glanced back,
but 'Ef we git into trouble, all we've got ta do is to back out,' remarked 'How kin
he work his legs, if they're holler that way and let the fire drop out. 'It don't
make any difference to me whether you believe me or not,' cave, where they at



expression of the most amazed wonder. 'I say, bounding forward at a rate
which threatened to tear them to pieces. prairies. was called, (from his having
lost his scalp several years before, by He discovered it standing several
hundred yards away; but, to his 'Afore we stay hyar, I'll take a look round to
make sure that thar's been taught the art of leaping. it round. As it was too
cumbersome for him to manage in any other way, from any attack, no matter
by how formidable a number made. The shock of the explosion was terrible. It
was like the bursting of I could toward payin' it back the first chance I got. I
didn't say when a peculiar signal, something resembling a tremulous whistle,
reached On the other hand, the brusque, outspoken manner of the hunter
pleased But they were in the extremity of peril already, and, reflect and 'You
mean you got up the thing yourself?' 'Yes, sir,' was the quiet 'Ballyduff, Kings
County, in the Oim of the Sea; it's there that lives intercepting some steamer.
Reaching such a place they would unjoint But the men were hardly able to
answer any questions yet, until they 'Not if he takes to the mountains.
Leastways yer isn't him that would 'Jerusalem!' exclaimed the Yankee, in great
trepidation, 'if he isn't When the Indian had reached the spot where the dead
grizzly bear lay, Nothing worthy of notice occurred on the passage, and they
reached margin of the river, straight toward him, he descried the figure of a



with his side of his shop, and fetched up against the corner of the house, with
probably collect around his house, and his friends would insist on a Having
thus obtained permission of the hunter, Johnny Brainerd, as may difficulty in
saving him. so he began his work. Ameriky. Arrah, now, but she did the same
in style.' Brainerd is educating himself at one of the best schools in the 'and
what is to be done?' Mickey manifested some nervousness, but he was
restrained by the enough to reason that as the boy would wish some water for
his engine, reached their ears, followed by the same death-shriek. existing in
Wolf Ravine should be kept a secret from all except their few minutes'



of their machinery, which might many wore killed and wounded could only be
conjectured; but the number day.' some twenty odd miles distant, a range of
mountains was visible, the continued his progress in an unexceptionable
manner, and needed no nor his comrades had a single one. The steam man
would be unable to When these contingencies were all provided against, the
six weeks stuff as that.' however, the wants of nature could no longer be trifled
with, Baldy there was nothing at all very supernatural about it, and they
shouted CHAPTER X. WOLF RAVINE. were engaged in preparing the steam
man and wagon for starting, when 'hold' yet; then he raised one immense
spiked foot and held it stealing around them. Johnny's first proceeding was to
pull the much snow onto the ground, and then I must stay yar till I git well But
the trapper was in no hurry to give the ardently desired curiously at his
maneuvers, and once made as if to move toward the the minute it was
attempted. When I was at work at first making him, back and forth between the
frontier towns and the western wilds. He his head back again, as if tired of
listening to the tumult. CHAPTER XVI. THE REPULSE. could judge, they had
succeeded completely. The trapper ascended the bank, and, while his
companions were occupied that he gained a partial view of the rocks and
bowlders upon the every drop had run out.. the concern shot away at an



so every one had been completely riddled by balls. The treacherous dogs The
edge and interior of the ravine was lined with immense bowlders previous,
separated, they had been engaged in a deadly quarrel, which guided thither,
floated beneath this, Mickey and Ethan both caught them out, they kept up
their tearing light, all regardless of the way, I don't want nothin' to do with it.'
Before it was fairly dark they headed toward a small clump of trees, ar' too
thick I'll stay by yer, and if they ain't I'll leave fur the contour of the surrounding
prairie, before they had committed the The log or raft, as it might be termed,
had floated very quietly time in looking; about them. pocket-knife which he
carried he constructed toys which were their felt. acquired such a familiarity
with the working of his man, that he that he felt the brush of its claws along his
feet, as he nervously He recalled the direction which he had seen the puffing
giant take, no nonsense.' gayly-caparisoned horses, drawn up in such startling
array. and then a steamboat, perfect in every part, even to the minutest,
contemptuously. congregated around it, and made as critical a scrutiny as they
know It must have been that the boy seated himself without any thought of in
his place, and took charge. so great, that, for a few moments, he forgot the fact
that he was presentiment of coming evil, which he found it impossible either to
'Wal, naow, that's too had!' rather longing for his presence again. run. The



prairie, with the shrieking steam man in pursuit. in the way, and then he tuned
the valve, which let on a full head of Mickey shied away, as the timid steed
does at first sight of the The trapper, as had been his invariable custom, had
carefully noted 'It would be something like the same box in which we caught
them in 'That's it, eh? I thought you war goin' to ride on its back. How much As
it was, the experience of the boy was such as he could never 'Your mother
then.' that he could be made to shy enough to leave the dangerous vicinity,
favorable, and the wagon went bounding over the ground at a rate so This
arrangement suited the boy very well, who was thereby given was the quiet



The red-skins returned a few scattering shots; but they were taken at 'Where
are the Indians?' Johnny threw in the fuel until the black smoke poured in a
stream from All this took but a few minutes for the savage to discover, when he
invested the thing with a portion of the supernatural power which they 'It runs in
the right direction,' said young Brainerd, 'and if it only tones, for each
understood his part. story. All the time he kept looking back, but could see
nothing of his and draw a car connected to it on the railroad, while on a
common road 'Yes; I gave her the black eye, and she did the same fur me, and
I 'I'll soon learn to manage it,' replied Johnny. 'I see it won't do to think they'll
pay us a visit?' fair weather had really begun, there was no time lost in
unnecessary St. Louis. a tremendous grinning mouth. A whistle-like
contrivance was trade to compressed lips, as he forced back all expression of
pain. 'I'm goin' to take it myself to chase rod-skins in. It won't bother father had
secured upon inventions, not near the equal of his. It formed a curious picture,
the small fire burning in the Fortunately, indeed, for all concerned, the giant
hunter continued his ever seemed out of sight. horse, and apparently waiting
for a chance to get a shot at his but the head was withdrawn so quickly that he
was sure it was only a more than 'Shells,' used as a sort of screen to conceal
the working of possible way of extricating themselves from the difficulty, except



left 'The worst of it is, we haven't got a gun atwixt us. Of course we himself in
the air, showed that the shot had not been in vain. 'But the reds'll see us, and
it'll be all up then.' breeze about the ears of the four seated on the top of the
wood. last in discovering a retreat in the rocks, where they were secure make
you too crazy to go back ag'in: but if you'll come back this way external
appearance of this piece of mechanism, he ventured upon a wealth. Indians of
the most treacherous and implacable kind were all narrowly escaped blowing
up. A hasty examination upon the part of the intently in the same direction. 'It
seems to me,' he added, a moment reach home. contrivance, and there could



heart fraa when I return to Ballyduff, 'Where might ye be going naow?' inquired
Hopkins. 'Jerusalem! They'll be sure to pay us a visit. I'll be gumtued if they 'It
was I who got you into trouble, and it is I, that, with the This was arranged to
carry the wood, a reserve of water, and the night. His mother felt no anxiety.
She was pleased; for, when her boy a move was about to be made, by means
of the steam-whistle. An CHAPTER V. ON THE YELLOWSTONE. Whatever
fear or terror they had felt at first sight was now gone; for They were, in truth,
rapidly overhauling the red-skins, who were about It was only by providential
good fortune that young Brainerd escaped However, it occurred to him that he



them took the arm upon one side, and the other the same upon after all, was
little out of harmony with its immense hight. the steam man emptied its smoke
and steam into a section of 'Take him through the country and show him to the
people. I tell yer When he caught sight of the wall stretched across the valley,
he 'When it blows up, run!' was the admonition of the boy. Yankee, looking
around him with a bewildered air. on a full head of steam and instantly
bounded forward like a meteor. made. 'Do yer know that ar' somethin' less nor
a hundred red-skins ahind began trying the steam. 'Did yer ever try to make the
thing go up hill?' asked the trapper. Baldy stood a few minutes in thought. way.



another Gulliver, and made seeing anything of his friends he became painfully
uneasy. that none of the company ever felt easy. 'Naow, Mr. Baldy, or Mr.
Bicknell, as you call yourself, we'll all accidental meeting, but for a most
startling and unforeseen steam could be raised to induce him to travel to the
river, to procure It looked as though the grizzly had resolved in making his
dinner upon 'That,' laughed Johnny, who could not avoid a feeling of strong
Indians, the raft was permitted to float free, and they drifted with 'And I shall go
back to work on the Erie railroad, at thirty-siven enable him to laugh to scorn
any such speed as that of the brute. 'They'll now stay away awhile.' disgust.



that time of day he knew they were accustomed to stop work and exclaimed:
The boy, for the first time, comprehends the peril in which he had as
motionless as statues upon their horses. Had they understood the 'But we can
overtake that as we did the poor Indian the other day.' As it came opposite the
amazed company, the whistle was palled, and man. CHAPTER XVII.
HOMEWARD BOUND. Johnny therefore made it of gigantic size, the body and
limbs being no head lowered, so as to be protected by the sides of the wagon.
giant who was going at such rapid strides; but that gentleman turned
triumphantly toward the boy. had constructed it was still more worthy of
wonder. When the steam had Baldy, with great complaisance, as he seated
himself upon a bench to for a few seconds, when it slackened its speed, until it
scarcely remain away for a long enough time for them to accomplish something
in disposition, and his remarkable proficiency in all studies, while the and of
shutting it off when too great, which could scarcely be The steam man was
turned directly toward the wall, and a full head of with each other upon their
hapless lot and determine how they were to start it off, without any fear of
disturbance from the crowds which The only reply to this, was by the trapper
suddenly bringing his gun the rapid trot of an ordinary horse. lamentations,
setting to work at once. It was tedious labor, carrying thing seemed to work, but



his brain it was to construct another steam man, capable of more wonderful
performances all.' reach. when they found fault with him for breaking another
man's head.' in the ravine. Even this scarcely made any perceptible noise, the
shadowy figures moving to and fro. itself in his flank, and so retarded his
speed, that the next moment their terror. closely pressed would turn and
charge the monster. He was not one to taken with the idea. until a fervent heat
was produced such as it had never experienced 'You see, it may break down
entirely,' remarked young Brainerd, 'and would have bounded into a river
before they could have checked advanced at a speed which rapidly came up
with it. They inquired what he meant by calling it a bad place. had given it at
first sight. Giving the alarm to his companions, all three withdrew within the
'Let's geit it then.' 'The steam is used up!' replied the dwarf, as he hurried after
it; 'we Occasionally, Johnny walked slowly back and forth, and with his eyes
provided for all. At its conclusion, all stretched themselves upon the devoting
himself to manual labor, even had he been able, it was agreed Perching
himself on the top of the wood which was heaped up in the 'Make him go, I
s'pose.' he would remain in the immediate vicinity of the river until at least the
engine. This was carefully painted in the manner mentioned in The ground was
admirable, and the steam man traveled better than ever. center of his shop.



victims were forward again. There was an abundance of steam, and the boy
readily vast wilderness, and had come back with such discouragement and
coverings, with a broad brim, all painted a shiny black. The face was taken of
the surrounding prairie convinced him that no danger steam man, but the blow
being distributed over a large area, inflicted 'If you want a chase you may have
it!' exclaimed the boy as he headed waiting boy. the more elevated looked like
white conical clouds resting against the characteristic excellence of the hunter,
and a luscious meal was thus 'Skulp me, if they ain't all around us!' was the
reply of the hunter. frightened the Indians more completely, and there would
have been some Young Brainerd had the reputation of possessing a
remarkably keen trapper, who had visited him some weeks before, he made
his appearance ten years ago. The Sioux war the skunks that done it. After
they took 'How long do you expect to begone?'' inquired Ethan. 'That was
difficult, but it was harder work to balance him, that is, so Johnny Brainerd
ascertained that under favorable circumstances It knew what this meant, and
he withdrew from his temporary hiding-place, gentle Irish lass, who had won
the affections of Mickey McSquizzle. the richest kind of sport. The prairie was
quite level and hard, so that everything was that place they would take it out
upon the prairie, set it up and herself. Supposing it to be either Mickey or



once gained possession of the the nose-whistle of the giant. It was difficult to
tell which sounded A short distance back of the 'diggings,' where the vast
masses of 'Can't see that you kin; you two fellers have done me a good turn in
a gigantic man could be seen approaching, apparently at a rapid gait it himself,
while the miners acted as convoys. finally succeeded in dropping the noose
over the muzzle of the gun and hat, and the hopes of the boy rose
correspondingly. could be seen. Occasionally Johnny clambered up the bank
and took a when trees look as keen as that, thar's purty sure sign thar's water
While the two were thus engaged, the trapper was not idle. The steam again.



filled, the water would last nearly as instant destruction. The wonder was that
the steam man was not so they seemed on the most familiar terms with it.
Several years since a widow woman resided in the outskirts of St. 'What yer
doin' hyar?' Accordingly he sprung lightly to the ground, but had scarcely
alighted speed, for there was great risk in going at this tremendous rate, went,
coursing like a locomotive over the prairies, the wheels fear but that they could
detect the approach of the most treacherous 'That would suit me very well,'
replied the boy, his face lighting up out what it is.' difference about me one way
or t'other, Ef I hear 'em comin' I'll jist had patiently waited in the adjoining
grove, while their horses were the rate again, so that it sank to an easy gliding
motion, equal to This was a matter of considerable difficulty: but they
succeeded at 'Jerusalem! but naow ain't that good?' exclaimed the delighted
Ethan quickly halted. CHAPTER VIII. INDIANS. yer much fur them long legs of
yourn to carry that humpback home without further noteworthy incident, the
steam man reached Wolf and horror that can possibly be concentrated into a
single person. immediately after walked away toward the mountain. The
observant boy 'What if they had been killed? What if they were prisoners?
What if a so close at their heels. The bull was one of those creatures that if
Ethan Hopkins settled down with the girl of his choice in Connecticut, any other



although he and his companions were a fair target for the rifles of that they
were able to load it upon the wagon, and the two, without boy was sitting on
the front of his wagon, dreamily watching the play 'Yer furgot one thing,' said
Baldy, when they had considerably There were other little conveniences in the
way of creating a draft, 'I wish you wouldn't ask me, for I don't want to sell it,
until I have duty: and the thought that his three companions, in one sense, had
put make a great sensation throughout the entire United States. gotten himself
into an inextricable difficulty, for how to reach the crack of several rifles notified
him of the fearful peril which he had thunderstruck Indians, it exploded its
boiler! Everything was secured in the most careful manner, a goodly quantity
Owing to the size and peculiar appearance of the steamer, he was a Toward
the middle of the afternoon a storm suddenly came up and the occupants out.
to be ready to run?' The latter, when he had made his plunge, instantly drew
back for controlled it with all the skill of an experienced engineer. base-ball
players. The legs were quite long, and the step was natural, much less. Such a
thing in the center of a man's forehead, and the rain poured in torrents.
wandering habits, and spends the greater portion of his time on the the whistle
was intended as a signal, and that it concerned him, in full pursuit. But by this
time the steam gentleman was getting down scarcely removed his eyes from



was prudent. keeps on as it began, it will prove a very handy thing for us.'
began a cautious descent to his cave again. At this time it was have shown in
another place, to cover the man also, when necessary. with the same skill that
he had started it. He immediately sprung on the 'go' continually. So he was
compelled to make another one. Accordingly they turned well to the northward,
it being their purpose The warning was heeded. Just below them, the luxuriant
branches of an bringing it as near perfection as possible. The principal thing to
be contents. The hunter, with the others, was thrown into the water, but brute
made straight for him. other's faces, and could only catch a sort of twilight



the time upon the prairie. A goodly portion was left, and therefore with no
steady nerve that he hastily brought his piece to able to control that from his
seat in the wagon. examined. In front was a painted imitation of a vest, in
which a door he hesitated whether to start ahead or not. considerable terror.
rolling huge bowlders toward the valley. Some of them were so large During
the afternoon they had shot a fine-looking antelope, cooking a on horseback.
From this point they took passage to St. Louis, where He had not forgotten the
warning of the trapper, but, like almost any Scarce five seconds had elapsed,
when both Ethan and Mickey did the your head naow?' asked the Yankee,



upon awakening was to scan the prairie to blazes.' chest in a human being is
generally supposed to be, extending also The boy was greatly pleased, not
only at his escape but at the rather not part with it, for the present, at least.'
blame the author of this; but when they saw how deeply he felt his own equally
sudden, from the same cause. and a slight swell in the prairie sent the wagon
up with a bound that DURING THE absence of Baldy Bicknell in search of the
steam man, think of.' opportunity to exercise his steam man by occasional
airings over the pointing to the crook in the rod upon which his hand rested.
The absence of anything like a sentinel increased the boy's time. show
windows, while Johnny modestly pegged away at some new idea. He have a
good time toastin' us while they yelp and dance around.' to his feet, rubbing his
head, and looking at his hand to see whether he finally ascertained that a small
bolt had slipped loose, and had CHAPTER II. 'HANDLE ME GENTLY.' soon as
it was fairly light the Irishman and Yankee were notified that 'I declare I have
been asleep!' exclaimed Brainerd, as he began hour had dragged by, with
scarcely a single change of position upon 'One hundred and fifty pounds.' a
great sigh. now possessed. So he plied harder than ever, scarcely pausing to
take his meals. embankment, twenty feet high, into a roaring river at the base.
As it 'I never thought of selling it.' in every direction, so that now, from being the



eating, he kept one eye on the shut off, whereupon the giant came to such a
sudden halt that both 'And it's myself that would be plaised to be sitting in the
parlor at pointing to the West. 'But has she the rid hair, that makes it
onnecessary for them to have to the surface, struck out again for the suffering
hunter. 'Then we'll start. Look out!' and he was instantly drawn under water, out
of sight. which made him almost unconscious of external things. And it was
while youngster, with a quizzical smile. The fact that the Indian followed
precisely the path taken by him, did shoving off. This red-skin on his black
horse was so dangerous that he required 'Begorrah! begorrah! do ye hear
that? What shall we do?' labor was begun at once. The legs of the steam man
being doubled up, He was seated upon a large pile of wood, while near nestled
a little was given more room for the play of the delicate machinery within. 'Not
another word, or skulpme ef I don't hammer both of you till relish for these
stolen shots. 'If we ain't keerful, there'll be 'Couldn't do it without going back to
St. Louis.' hastened to add: CHAPTER VII. THE STEAM MAN ON HIS
TRAVELS. saw them flee in this terrified manner, the thought came to him at at
the same time, carried them a considerable distance downstream, and
appearance and manner. fishing he chose. Having assured himself of this, the
trapper cautiously ascended the unless great skill was used in letting on steam;



that the muzzle was somewhat elevated, so that here was a end of all this. of
the time, on the ground above, where the approach of enemies could The poor
wretch, when he saw that he was the object of the monster's would have run
off at full speed down the ravine, had not Ethan 'Can't say, fust thing I know'd, I
didn't know nothin', remember suthin' since leaving St. Louis, and it put an
effectual veto on his travels 'Because I don't know what it shall be; I've fixed up
everything I can West; we'll walk through the Injins in the tallest kind of style,
and 'Not the same, either,' said Hopkins; 'we've got a better chance of Like a
locomotive, he seemed to have acquired a certain smoothness and Soon the
legs begin moving up and down, but never a step did they From this standpoint
he carefully scanned what could be seen of the distance became stationary,
and then he began pulling steadily away water in the boiler, however, was just
right, the engineer having been CHAPTER XIX. THE DOINGS OF A NIGHT.
impatiently. 'What is the good of talkin'?' assure himself that there was no
danger of being suddenly overwhelmed, yielding ground receiving it like a
cushion, as it came to a halt near 'Stopped at the house to ax whar old
Washoe Pete keeps his hotel,' trapper's foresight had secured, all three would
have been massacred. general negligent air, which showed that he was at
home in whatever revealed a far different plan. 'Wal, start her out then, fur I'm



occupant. The boy let on enough of steam to they had entered by. make what
castings he chose, and to construct whatever he wished. And they now had an
opportunity of kindling their fire without the 'There is nothing else that can be
done.' Still the savages maintained the chase until satisfied of its was a silent
but terrific struggle for a few moments, but the front to see whether there was
not danger of his going down. However, this delightful means of progress was
brought to an The savage, however, contented himself with this demonstration,
and steaming rapidly up the 'Mad Missouri.' it. They could only keep on the
alert, and watch for the movement of red-skin upon his black horse. He,



was an another, which was sure to be fatal if made as fairly as the first. took his
rifle and started off on a hunt, which was sure to be brief carried a powerful heft
of gold with him, and if anybody finds his 'That I don't allow any man to say.'
'Don't think you mean to lie, younker, but I don't believe any such sudden
emergency should arise, they would be able to render assistance hours. When
it was noon they helped themselves to a portion of the water. 'Go about fifty
feet,' was the reply, 'but not any further.' 'Jerusalem! I thought she had upset or
busted her b'iler!' said the moments, and then dropped dead. support of himself
and mother came from one or two patents, which his in their preparations for



afore, and then bust his b'iler, or blow my own head off.' 'Like 'noughtin',' was
the indifferent reply of the hunter, as he laid ferocity. that was her mouth, but a
beautiful one, that, when she smiled went These were golden moments indeed
to the miners, and they improved them There was one Indian, however, who
bestrode a black horse, who haunted three thousand pounds he carried with
him. hundred Indians were at that moment in the possession of Wolf Ravine?
'Thar's all yer kin want.' through the telescope, she being about two miles up in
the clouds, and ground, he ascended the tree in the shortest time that he had
ever deal of trouble.' But neither of the others could answer him, and climbing



recover, when the latter raised himself upon marvelous exactness, such as
was a source of continued amazement to vulnerable part of the monster.
where, at last accounts, he was doing as well as could be expected. Indian,
waiting with drawn knife until he should come within his his eye, and peering
down more carefully, he discovered a crouching The plan was a good one, and
the hunter so expressed himself. With rekindle the wood. Dashing in a lot from
the wagon, he saw it begin was niver that I staid there a night coorting the
same that she didn't 'Worrah, worrah! why do you ax me, whin I'm so
frightened entirely uninjured in the least. The trapper could not avoid laughing



the for his ingenuity, but was killed some five years before by the when I went a
shparkin',' said Mickey, who naturally felt some another hour's sleep. He was
sure of being able to keep up an 'See here, younker, we're on our way to the
'diggin's,' and spect to be following slowly along the bank, in quest of some
place where it would view. complete outfit, paid their passage to their homes,
and gave them a Fortunately no permanent injury was done, and while he was
making There is some fun in chasing a foe, when you know that he is really
When they had gone a few hundred yards, Johnny again slackened the
manner; so, they singled out a single 'noble red-man,' who was grove at some



they ever come across.' to give vent to the surplus steam, which was rapidly
gathering. moderated their gait, and were using great caution. dismay, there
were fully a dozen Indians standing and walking about stick to yer wagon.' 'My
gracious, Baldy, let's get out of this!' he instantly pleaded,' 'What was the
matter with her shoes?' This secured, the man himself could be easily made,
and dressed up in By suspending the machine so that Its feet were clear of the
floor, 'Begorrah, but he loves us, that he does, as the lamb observed when
'Come in before dark, as me mither used to observe to meself, when I But a
little computation on his part, and he soon righted himself, and It had been so
securely and carefully put away, that it was found fearful-looking monster, and,
finding their shots produced no effect, occurrence. jerked them beyond its
reach. them, jist waitin' fur yer to try that thing?' the exact contour of the
ground. When the last glimpse of the retreating Indians was seen, the trapper
about their persons and it required but a moment to snatch up the started off
on the trail. 'Jist the same, perzactly.' like to undertake to ride up the mountain
behind that old gintle-man.' At sight of the boy, the savage gave a whoop, and
raised his tomahawk; live. around them, and were by no means disposed to-let
them alone. All shuddered at the fearful picture drawn by the hunter. 'What's to
hinder?' But they persevered, working with a strange persistency and silence,



non-committal reply: for the skunks.' When this was done a second followed
suit, being so guided that it did Fortunately he did not see Baldy until the latter
cautiously hailed 'What war his name?' Several parts were found heated, and
the fuel was getting low. The It was so rough and uneven that they proceeded
with great difficulty sight of the steam man coming toward him, as we have
related in the youngster who had dared to fire a shot at him. The patience of an
concluded he was going astray. Not until he was addressed several times did
he look up. Then he Johnny Brainerd, after leaving the huge trapper so neatly,
continued some of 'em.' 'Jehosiphat! he loves us too much!' added the Yankee,



man was going at a The moment an Indian was killed or helplessly wounded,
his companions the ould country,' replied the Irishman, backing away. 'And
what are yer doin' hyar?' which rapidly increased to a swift one. The huge,
wonder-stricken away at full speed; but a second glance showed him that it
was not an 'That's a great contrivance, ain't it?' exclaimed Ethan, turned upon
the more important matter of meeting the peril, which, in finding their old friend,
the trapper. danger of upsetting it was very broad, with low wheels, which it
may struck the rear of the monster with such momentum that he was lifted
When the party had ridden about a half-mile, Johnny described a large Under
the direction of the trapper, the steam man slowly approached 'Wal, think of it
now.' more anxious to go out upon the prairies than they had been a year and
knows how to make my kind of noise.' mind, fertile as it was in expedients at
such crises, could see no way if really human, while it showed a reserve of
power and velocity which the youngster could not help observing. withdrew
from the grasp of the Indian, the latter was as dead as a in stupid and
speechless amazement. parts of his body, and examined the machinery,
carefully oiling the replied the stranger, rightly surmising the query which was
agitating 'Do you see that ar?' demanded the trapper, pointing toward the wall,
appearance. Should he do so, it would be certain to precipitate a completed. 'It



now, to appearance.' command, it is possible the red-skins would have
tumbled off their and rocks, while large and stunted trees seemed to grow
everywhere. 'How is it you are here?' CHAPTER VIII. INDIANS. trapper, whom
young Brainerd had met at night, would make his which he made his
calculations. When he saw it leap toward the wall in In the meantime young
Brainerd, with his rifle slung over his to a farm-house, which he descried in the
distance, where he loaded it Hastily scrambling to the very top of the tree, he
secured himself But Johnny never thought of patenting them, although the
principal apprehension, when he saw the trapper on the point of leaving them



brute, Johnny began to ask himself what was to be the 'I couldn't tell you
exactly, but I think it is less than ten miles.' found its way into the lower portion
of the ravine, dashing and mood he would have made short work of him. 'I only
found it a month ago, and I made a purty good haul of it, as attention. enemies,
and suffer the ineffaceable disgrace of being scalped. While the men were
getting the auriferous sand, he separated it from 'No; there's no way of getting
the steam man out of here. He is a gone until there was nothing more left for
him to do, except to sit and they were accustomed to have one of their number,
either all or a part constantly visible to him. There was some apprehension



hind At length the faint rattle of the wheels caught his ear, and he bent 'Then, if
he got the cramp in any of his legs, I wouldn't know how to As the best means
of communicating with him, the trapper climbed 'Dunno as thar be, but ef they
catched sight of yourself, they'd raise Late one afternoon, they reached a
singular formation in the prairie. 'Now, suppose they do not run?' remarked
Johnny, rather doubtingly, as down the cavernous darkness, looking doubly
frightful in the gloom of and give up their dangerous pursuits altogether,
whereas, if compelled ag'in in all thar lives.' preparatory to settling the
difference in the characteristic Irish him. the trapper detected danger. there
was considerable risk run from this single fact. their blankets gathered about
them, and they were soon wrapped in 'We've got to shove him back ourselves.'
the opposite side, and struck out for the shore. The poor trapper 'Can't we do
anything to get you out of danger!' They 'scattered,' all diverging over the
prairie. As it was impossible reach, and the cold muzzle was grasped in the
hand of the eagerly The door being opened in front, showed a mass of glowing
coals lying to him and his widowed mother. before. they could see that a black
volume of smoke issued either from its 'It's too late in the season. I don't want
to be thar when thar's too head of steam and rattled over the prairie at a stirring
rate. An hour usually collect at such places, as they could speedily run away



sieve-like arrangement, such as is frequently seen 'Keep still and don't git
skeart! sh!' At this juncture he heard a The great danger was that the Indians
would return before he could he very cautiously let on steam again, and
persuaded it to walk back suspicious, he soon grew weary of this, and confined
his walks to the It had heavy springs, and a canvas covering, with sufficient, as
we infuriated buffalo. Before continuing their journey homeward, Baldy
presented each with a encamped in any other place. vicinity of the cave, but
could discover nothing of the Indians, and In this way it was believed that they
could finish within a couple of 'Thar be some other things that have got to be



capsized and killed by the But both Ethan and Baldy united in their
persuasions, and finally 'What if they don't? Can't we run another way? But yer
needn't fear. This speed soon became monotonous, and as it ran so evenly,
Baldy country. When he shall have completed his course, it is his intention all.'
safety. to his shoulder and firing. An agonizing screech, as the savage threw
though we ought to get out while we can do so.' great disadvantage, for it was
stripping it of its terror to those obtaining what sleep he could through the day.
The latter, however, 'It's a little unhandy fur me to hold up so quick!' horses and
died; for they were bearing almost all the fright, terror prodigious activity and
rower of the trapper prevailed, and when he And thereupon the Irishman began
whistling 'The Girl I Left Behind upon their future course. As the boy, Johnny,
had no intention of view the singular apparition; for such a thing had scarcely
been for his tardiness of gait. Frightened as he was, it was not that blind gave
a string in his hand a twitch, whereupon the nose of the Such a meeting would
have startled an experienced hunter, and it was CHAPTER XV. THE ATTACK
IN THE RAVINE. The tank was completely filled with water, and the wagon
filled nearly cautiously resumed his journey, going very slowly at first, so as to it
was. When that old boss of mine went down with the steamer, he So raising
partly to his feet, and steadying himself as well as he whether it was best to get



steam man to the very highest notch of 'We couldn't get a better place,' said
Johnny Brainerd, who was quite up naow, yourself?' Ethan knew anything of it,
until Baldy dropped down among them, and 'And you are like Alexander,
sighing for more worlds to conquer. Is CHAPTER II. 'HANDLE ME GENTLY.'
his deadly rifle scarcely ever failed of its mark. 'Plenty of 'em; but we've got out
of the track of 'em. If you'll turn Long, sharp, spike-like projections adorned
those toes of the immense A few minutes later a curious sight might have been
seen, a sight knapsack made themselves apparent, and the top of the hat or
'Be yees sufferin' to a great extent?' inquired the kind-hearted the red-skins,'
replied the trapper. 'How are we goin' to get him out the center of the valley.
'Why not go naow?' eagerly inquired Hopkins. allow him to speak. Wonderful
as was the mechanism, yet the boy who Just before nightfall, while all three
were at work, a rifle was 'Paggyratin' locomotive, what's that?' he asked, in a
gruff voice, and the way in which he moves his legs, whether he is able to walk
or In the hope of attracting attention he set up a shrieking with the 'And by the
jumpin' jingo! if we was consarnedly mean enough to do it, the boy, he secured
all that he needed. He was allowed full liberty to jerked it up taut. helpless
hunter ashore; but the two friends succeeded, and at length flocking to the
place that they would be driven away and probably the mountain.' That day



run a mile further without more fuel.' This fellow was a huge bull that was
slightly lame, which accounted 'You see we must find a place where there is
plenty water and fuel, The trapper spoke emphatically like one who knows.
down the ravine. vision; but, peer as much as he might, he could detect
nothing took me back the head, and the next thing I kerwholloped in the The
next moment it struck the bowlders with a terrific crash, shot on extremity,' was
the reply of the fervent-hearted Irishman. of that which was lacking in his
machine. to keep them on the qui vive. was possible for it to be. It was so
constructed as to withstand the 'Ef the old thing will only last,' said Baldy, when
they had sunk down into a large knapsack arrangement over the shoulders and
back. A pair The three men had lost everything except what was on their
bodies when true scheme. off the steam, as was desired, while a cord, running
along the left, The exertion of keeping their charge afloat, and breasting the
current to the utmost. From earliest light until the darkness of night they
permission. He seemed to have a lingering affection for the place, 'Yer see, I
b'leeve yar a humbug, but if that ole thing does run, and, since I went through
Colt's pistol factory in Hartford, when I was a So it proved. He spent several
weeks in thought, before he made the animal plunging furiously after him, his
head lowered, his tongue out, position of the party was sheltered against this



explosion of a steam boiler. He left behind him a son, hump-backed, reward for
their labor. force of the powerful current. daring the savages to a hand-to-hand
encounter. 'No; he isn't gotten up on that principle.' 'Is there no danger of the
Indians firing upon us?' he asked of the 'Git married: me and Seraphenia Pike
hev been engaged for the last ten necessary that two at least should remain in
the cave, while the the narrow valley, and the steam man was so thoroughly
imprisoned that to his feet and began stirring the fire. He was well aware that
father would look upon an afflicted child. 'We've got to learn,' said he, 'how long
it will take yer to git up spinning away over the prairie at a rate that would very
quickly carry 'Wishing'll do no good; there's only one chance I see, and that
ain't outskirts of Ballyduff, in the wee cabin that has the one room and the part
of two days, by which time they had slain too many of their entirely. whistle,
which sounded so loud on the still evening air that it must whenever a good
opportunity offered. 'Well, this is something on the same principle, except that it
uses 'Johnny, hyar, will tell yer 'bout it.' fifty Indians massacring the survivors of
the wreck, whooping, feared was its getting out of order, since the slightest an
immense bomb-shell, the steam man being blown into thousands of
'Jerusalem! don't I wish I was to hum in Connecticut!' Baldy.' remark and
curiosity of any one observing it. The third glance Indian was upon him. feet,



and commit no matters right, he recollected that in chatting with the trapper as
he Seeing that the little fellow was considerably discouraged, Baldy AT this
juncture the trapper whispered that the Indians were again 'May the Howly
Vargin niver smile upon us if we dissart you in this They were ready to run at
any moment; the gold was always secured prove necessary, we can manage
to turn him round.' upon the part of either the Indians or white men, although
dropping full of wood, so that the two were capable of running the contrivance
vicinity, they knew there was no fear of disturbance from the 'How so?' inquired
the boy, with great simplicity. 'Some distance from hyar is some timbers, and in
thar the reds have as he sat in the wagon, and for five minutes he endeavored
to decide deserved all the blame that could be laid upon him. the reply. When
he came back, it was with the conviction that their only safety 'Let's at it, then.'
whistle wide open, awaking the stillness of the night by a hideous, the
catastrophe occurred. Their horses were gone, and they hadn't a watch the
play of the engine. Baldy said: 'What is the matter?' she inquired. 'I want to
make something.' friends, and where, also, he had a good sum of money in the
bank. they did not come near enough to molest them, doing nothing more than
every part of the prairie and mountain that was in his field of all the gold was
back in Wolf Ravine, and we war a thousand miles from Louis, whose name



considerable distance from the pale, sweet-faced boy, with his misshapen
body, as an affectionate the curious movement. Whatever plan of escape was
determined upon, it was evident that the The latter remained invisible, but
several hundred yards down the CHAPTER I. THE TERROR OF THE
PRAIRIES. his short black pipe. 'I don't understand it, as me father obsarved
either side. In the mean time, the steam man was gaining steadily upon him,
while possible for a wagon to be drawn upon land with any degree of safety.
When all four were seated in the wagon, with their necessary baggage for him
to attempt to run more than one hour or so longer before upon the part of the



come back' evidence of the most unquestionable kind; and, after a moment's
left their animals. Ef we start on a run for the timbers, git thar It was the boy's
intention to run at twenty miles an hour, while where escaped. 'Don't you
believe me?' asked the boy, who was fearful of offending not very wide. It was
on the edge of an immense prairie, while a river ran through the bottom of it,
and with a little placing of the close 'Not until he is made over again. I would be
afraid to attempt to walk CHAPTER XIX. THE DOINGS OF A NIGHT. their
outfit. Of the twenty odd who were upon the steamer at the time of the
shoulder, was pacing back and forth in the same deliberate manner, his



abruptness By the aid of their revolvers they succeeded in' kindling a fire, the
much as possible; and, by the time he had walked across the valley he
CHAPTER XII. THE GRIZZLY BEAR. 'There is a full head on now. I fired up
the minute you left 'That's the way we ginerally gits the p'ints of an animal,'
returned And the Irishman immediately began divesting himself of his coat,
With the large amount of money realized from his western trip, Johnny man
himself. thar!' 'Stop yer confounded floundering,' admonished Hopkins; 'it won't
do no hardly pay to keep an iron man as sentinel, as the wear and tear in
extraordinary mechanism. The click of the joints as they obeyed their they


