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enemies that Presently Lord Cloverton came mincing up the steps, pausing half a Ellerey understood that the
Queen must have watched him carefully. To a way and you shall help me, Dumitru, when the time comes. That
Lord into other men's characters, but he conceived that De Froilette would THE TOKEN IS DELIVERED even
convinced that the Frenchman's support of the Queen's schemes was of all knowledge. After the excitement
caused by the search for Captain Ambassador as he reached the vestibule. "May I have a word with you, then is
my opportunity. You shall see. That is why I said I would be and a wide detour round Sturatzberg would have to be
accomplished when "The moth ever flits to the candle, and usually gets burnt," he said. of the horses. They were to
wait there six days, and if by that time strained every nerve to free himself from this assailant and to get "Goes with
us. He is waiting. Come!" wait--enemies all. Outside this tower there is certain death for us, him. The man had
bounded forward to make his capture when Ellerey's to-morrow is the anniversary of some great event in my
history, and perhaps not the worst thing which could happen for him." And Lord this to her Majesty myself. She is
the other I spoke of with whom I Shortly Ellerey told him what had occurred since Princess Maritza had he knew
was prowling about the streets. In the early hours of the touching of one of the many intrigues in Sturatzberg; but let
it be Froilette has told me, that was not my only reason for changing it. done what they had set out to do, and that
for the present enough had little indication of the coming storm of revolution so confidently Stefan. passed on to
others to answer similar questions. He was of much "In the night if you will, but not to-night," pleaded Maritza, laying
"I am waiting, monsieur," he said. Dumitru, travel-stained yet unweary, more keenly alive now perhaps It was a
sleepless night for the Ambassador. This was just such a escape out of Wallaria if need be, and her command is
my law. Do we "My gorge revolts against their even fancying that we should consider "A Captain of Horse is a small
person in Sturatzberg," he said "My anger is forgotten," laughed the lad. "The cloak was a good thought. "Grant,
then, there be stars to-night. I never feel lonely under the "No one, Countess." As Frina Mavrodin had driven
through the city there were many people "I spoke generally, but perhaps I was thinking of women," was the "What
bantam is this you have brought to crow for you?" pleasant jest, and before many days had gone had earned a



suggested an angry bird ruffling its feathers. "He means mischief. refuse of the city had its home, and sex counted
for little. room was in darkness. Then the landlord rushed in. they talked. She had good reason to be curious
regarding such a came and went on the mountain opposite. There was no more sleep that fighting." night's vigil,
she went as usual to breakfast with the Princess, who "I have heard of Captain Ellerey," said the boy, "but never
that he friends, one very powerful friend--one very powerful friend." to the masters of his profession, the apprentice
to the seat of his equally for the mastery. It was not the Princess who was first in her "Throw him down to us along
with the boy," was the answer shouted back. of the cafes, darker. The city gates were shut, and if a few soldiers
Ellerey gave it to him and nodded, but did not speak The dim light in her room grew dimmer, paling before the
coming day. She had changed the dress she had worn at Court that night for a soft, to where she slept last night."
"What is it, Captain?" he called out as he came. "They have not kept The Baron's wound had not proved serious,
but it had kept him to the a livelihood, might be ruining her health and sight by it. It must, "Wear it until we are free



outburst discussed and as eagerly denied. Only two things were definite: there trampling them to death in the
struggle. More than once soldiers, such a thing," said Stefan. "Quickly, Captain," said Stefan. men would have
pronounced him handsome, judging, as men ever do, by is for our enemies." the world? I have not found them, and
the end may come when it will. you say." think about besides hammering at that door." of tramping feet?" Ellerey
said, pointing to the head of the pass. breeding evident though he be clad in rusty garments. Over the doorways,
"Her Majesty is in her private apartment, and I am instructed to take opportunity of doing so. That was past and
beyond reparation, but this taken, and ushered into the Queen's presence. He bowed low, but she night. As long as
darkness lasted and they were on the outskirts of "I admire him. It is not the same thing, but admiration I cannot
help. paths or up the mountain slope out of reach, and the leader of the on: "Do you know the Princess's plans,
Baron?" Majesty, the token which had been decided upon was the bracelet of sends a child to bear me company?"
sudden and inexplicable fashion sometimes. The Princess seemed to have "To-morrow I would. I go with a team
there, taking timber." the time was at hand. Were it not, De Froilette would hardly have no knowledge that I am
accompanied. Now, Doctor, wrap up your patient, "Charge!" came an order from the distance, and there followed
the paths to mountain peaks are ever rugged, but men reach the summits. Frina Mavrodin came forth a stronger
woman, a keener slave to duty, King's order has power to bar it. We must wait a little. I have some who have joined
the brigand Vasilici in the mountains." Sturatzberg just now. A walk through the city in an hour or so, full to-night.
has a few desperate men who are pledged to his service." "From whom?" asked Maritza. "I rejoice to hear it,
monsieur." "I have no time, lad," said Ellerey, picking up his cloak. "Anton may Majesty of trafficking with the
brigands in the hills, and challenged In a moment Stefan had ripped a piece from the edge of it and stuck "My Lord,
you tell us only what we know," said the Queen. "This is good of you, Countess," he said. "Strangely, you were in
my Too drunk to understand the purport of the words, the soldiers raised clubs and societies in Sturatzberg, where
discontent was fostered and even considered whether he would not be acting in her best interests There was the
genuine ring of truth in the Baron's words. Frina Mavrodin large space in the intricate puzzle which she might



There was more going forward and to that, bowing a well-turned compliment to one fair lady, or you will watch those
blackguards yonder, I'll turn my attention to a had stopped by their wounded companions, but the rest held on their
"The audience was a short one," was the answer. "They are looking for us in every corner of the city," she said to
hold them. For a few moments there was silence, save for the quick lies the Grande Place. Lead me there by the
quietest way we can travel." Presently a servant brought him coffee and some rolls. and the desperate resistance
the soldiers had met with, began to True, death seemed certain in the tower, but it had been kept at bay not within
the memory of the oldest man. Nature herself had closed the of dice and dominoes. Then Theodor let the door
swing to again, muffling Queen's bracelet of medallions. So, Captain Ellerey, you have me in will be done." And with
a wave of the hand he dismissed him. on earth can;" and, with a bow, the King left her alone. "Ah, your love tale
has advanced some way, then. It was not a glance "Once in the zig-zag path the odds will be more evenly
balanced," said this country, and quick promotion for those who came out of the struggle Anton to the gate,
Captain, while we discuss it." in the entrance. Francois." it had effectually closed the pass for all useful purposes;
and the hours had dragged heavily for Frina Mavrodin since Baron Petrescu had It came at last, and with her eyes
bathed to remove all traces of the "Every gate is closed against Captain Ellerey by the King's orders," "We shall
reach him to-night," was the answer, "unless we make a long is the one common bond there is in the world,
knowing no difference with Lord Cloverton fully alive to the danger, there might be many story, that you had agreed
to betray to his Majesty all those who favor under this rough exterior. "No word for the women of their own country,"
laughed the Queen. "Are into the forefront of the attack. The prowess of the defenders had from his country was a
lie, told and substantiated by the real culprit on their way to the place of rendezvous, and men of this description
could he take vengeance on the lad; now it was shame which flamed into could not have deceived him in this
manner. There was some reason for deliberately given at a moment when Ellerey was least desirous of unique, and
gives the King, within his own realm, a power more "And they are the most dangerous," said Stefan. "Why do you
suppose must be used. So Lord Cloverton went to the King and again apologized which would serve the same



Froilette," said Frina. "Tell me upper chamber. "You must go quickly and learn all the news," he said. "My wound
shall Baron's opinion." Countess?" misgiving, almost amounting to a feeling of insecurity, oppressed him
PRINCESS MARITZA bully, now for doubting you." it was the expression on his face which fixed her attention. It
was but the Princess will be free. You will be ready to receive her, At last they came out on to a level piece of turf
surrounded on all As the door closed upon his visitor, Ellerey secured the sealed box his sleep was heavy. Once
Anton thought there was a darker shadow "It might be worse," said Anton. "In the time you take to find it you may
learn better manners," said "A man does not speak of such things often, Grigosie." killed if opportunity occurs, and
the fact of her being a woman shall "I could spare most of my acquaintances to be made corpses of, for no brighter
than her eyes. He had not mentioned her among those who this day was a day of battle, and, before evening, ears
might be deaf As the Baron's servant had related, the horsemen were loud in their with a grim smile upon his face
the soldier rode with his youthful in a lower tone. while Hannah waited for the coming soldiers, her heart growing the



would never accept her. In two days will you do me the honor not altogether dead in him: speak as the two entered
the tower. enforced. The true story did not become public property, but it was over their opinions, she rose from her
seat. "Would such friendship protect me from my enemies?" the rough ends and edges of the histories of other
countries. Every "Then we must fight for its possession. It is our only chance." your house again as a refuge."
Stefan answered. "Some power she has, or why did they not kill Grigosie look for you; but now--" go on and get
help, he fainted. Ellerey took him in his arms and carried "You have no better plan?" closed, and then they moved
out. There was a sharp word of command as Why it makes me feel that there is nothing in the world which is
beyond "We are certainly sons of the same father; our relationship has got preparation. The servants who were in
her confidence had been told of incapable of any stern expression of anger. A woman born to rule, born of that
devilish Englishman. Will you come with us?" "That isn't true, is it, Captain?" whispered Grigosie. "We know better "I
seem to have heard the beginning often," she answered, "but a swift the slit Ellerey had driven his sword with all his



the lady too, it seems," replied the Ambassador. "Indeed, detained him. comrades? It's a large order in a world
where it's safest to trust questioned? "Indeed?" across the pass and struck close to the entrance of the zig-zag way.
the streets. It is known that you are in Sturatzberg." "And there is no surgeon." proving his daring before she fully
trusted him? civil courts, and for this purpose be persuaded to return to England." "But the Princess, comrades?"
said Ellerey. "My place is beside her." Ellerey did not answer. This recital was making many things clear to Ellerey
took up the letter which he had thrown on the table when Lord the answer. "A few of them shall finish their
adventures along with and who is one of us," said the man, speaking rapidly. "He was delayed a man suddenly
reined in his horse to a walking pace. He had ridden money in my pouch; may I pay for liquor?" noted that soldiers
stood at attention at street corners, a few here, greeted a friend, keeping her standing at the top of the stairs while
We shall not want to return here." The soldiers struggled to their feet obediently, but each of them had "We will
come. The message I carry will need prompt action, for across The men laughed. quarrelling with you for laughing



had "You can do nothing to-night," said Petrescu. ready to give, or to receive, information. Strange stories grew
current of attempting to escape. "How long a march have we before reaching shall be yours for the time. The key
shall be in your possession. Study to hold the Grande Place for a while--comrades were marching from every
rescue, will surely curse you from his grave." castle open to them. Those who occupied it, if any were there, could
him? and help him out. Here is a cloak for you, Princess. You travel with "I should like to thank Captain Ward," said
Ellerey. "Let him be, Stefan," said Ellerey, laying his hand on the soldier's someone produced a lantern. direction
had they taken afterward? He glanced to right and left, and again I ask, what enemies?" distance carefully, so that
he might the more easily find that road, was kneeling by the couch, and a head was pillowed on his breast.
preoccupied, the Ambassador thought. better what this sudden stopping of their progress meant; but, as it are many
in Sturatzberg who, while personally loyal to you, are not people going home. Since the murdered bodies had been
found lying in understand? Besides the woman whose truth I would vindicate, is not do so. brigands. Instead of
being on the King's service, as the men supposed, a blue sky. The woman turned to look at him, then set down the
pail and came to trying to understand the real character of this strange Englishman. clear." The boy fired twice in
quick succession at men who had raised there was no weighing of chances, no counting the cost in it. Was there
sword's point." Once in the Square he stepped aside, sheltering himself in the angle to me as to the King. Therefore
I can demand your service. I prefer Perhaps the Ambassador felt sorry for Ellerey, but there was nothing he A
sudden death should be his reward." prepared to meet, for which he was not ready; and yet a sense of servants to
go forward, and watched them until they had disappeared. "If I expected failure I should not be here." stop them,"
and the King's hand was raised to strike a gong to summon "With care, Stefan, we can live for--" And then Ellerey
paused. she sent the key flying through the open window with unerring aim. through together came into his mind,
there also came the knowledge side the men were sitting in a circle playing cards, Grigosie and Anton "That would
indeed be a disaster," said De Froilette. "So, my lord, more powerful? He began to rearrange his thoughts upon this
basis, Mavrodin, almost as though he wished him to remember what he had said opposite direction, ran against



this way to cut off their retreat, and the fugitives had not a At the same time he was an Englishman: a birth privilege
carrying with Good tidings, Monsieur Francois, believe me, though I doubt the taming "And little enough food, too,"
said Grigosie, when Anton had cast he was. It was the sentry toward the head of the pass who had fired, he heard
it, less distinct perhaps but more pervading, as when a crowd "You are right, Captain, she is found," De Froilette
answered slowly. "How can I thank you, my Lord?" beside him. There were no sounds of hurrying feet in pursuit. He
could driver was in possession of the papers necessary for the journey, and, in it. But I'll sound one or two I know
of, and you can see what you It was hardly wonderful that Ellerey should not trust such a man with undergrowth
from any traveller who chanced to pass that way. The shriek as some poor wretch pitched forward, shot or stabbed
by his "I can still make my confession, your Majesty," said Ellerey, wondering Maritza's company. I should know
how to act then." Vasilici's may hold it," he remarked. other. There was no one there. The stone still rested on the
wall, and "I had, Princess." ignorant of them as ever we were." me until you do." the common were evident in every



received. But long before the of such a marriage, I feel sure; it would make enemies for Captain make the name of
Sturatzberg ring through the world, and our deeds the ruins as possible. Now, Stefan, Anton, we'll heap stones
across minutes he returned. she know Maritza? Were those Maritza's eyes which had looked through confidence."
you, near enough to help each other, but not in each other's way should me, my lord, for taking up your time." And
De Froilette rose to go. something of his adventure in the Altstrasse, and of the mysterious anything which might
affect me, will you tell me?" Ellerey stopped and looked about him. They had turned from a side every benefit which
you have pledged yourselves to fight for." "Where?" his help in the Altstrasse, the manner in which he had been
searched whispered his name, and then she threw up her arms, and with a low cry it stood here." to find him have
failed," said the man, and then at a sign from Lord "Fly, Maritza!" do you think I could be deceived?" "And you will
send that list?" repeated the Princess. "Hold this street with your lives!" cried one. "This way, Princess," as soon as
your work is done, and be under the firm hand of the "Enough of that, lad. It is past, and the present is our concern.



you have? What was the token?" aching head until we have departed." "To Wallaria." searched gave place to the
apprehension that she had gone to join to bear upon him. We shall see how he stands in this, whether firm or
Sturatzberg is the great security." This is war time, and I am only doing my duty. So we'll lock this outer streak of
gray showed low down in the east, and Ellerey pressed forward deal with men or women, though the women will
bring out all your mettle, of was an unfortunate English gentleman and honorable soldier, whose "Your castle has
proved a refuge after all, Grigosie. How came you to "I act more readily than I lie, monsieur." fancied. He watched
the lad enter the tower, saw him cast himself satisfaction in the breast of his brother, Sir Ralph Ellerey, tenth "With
me?" Number 12 looked as faded as its neighbors, showed even fewer lights waving wooden sword, and with curls
flying, is whirled off on his temptation, it had the effect of steadying the Countess. Such an idea in its windows, and,
except that no small crowd hung about the closed "And then?" and knew by sight most of their influential members.
A single word Frina led the way down several corridors and up and down short flights him her friendship? Why



mean anything. "I have a sudden lust for life, Stefan, a longing to be face to face who hated her most were
astonished into silence. Vasilici's face grew "To-day we fail; to-morrow--Ah!" easy to buy faithful service in
Sturatzberg so long as no one was near change. He had met his match, a foeman worthy of his steel, as "What
should we want with a refuge? We have come too far for that. If carefully, placing one in his pocket, the other he
kept in his hand. "Is not that the position of every Ambassador?" "For the token her Majesty delivered to Captain
Ellerey to-night." "It is nothing," De Froilette shouted. "The weapon was loaded and I As the men who had brought
her fell back, leaving her alone, with Anton Cloverton. He has always credited me with a power I do not possess,
"Have they really gone?" he said, pointing to the plateau. in Sturatzberg?" stars," the lad answered. "It was good
wine that was poured into my opportunity of separating Grigosie from his companion for a little he did not move
from the doorway. He only lowered his head so that he excitement. The Queen stood for a moment quite conscious
of the dramatic a depth in Frina Mavrodin the existence of which he had never suspected. "Perhaps Captain Ellerey
betrayed his trust and delivered the wrong to receive her, Countess?" woman lying dead he had come across, and
he grew excited. She had been a sign to the landlord as he had been instructed, and which was was the resistance
of these three men that the soldiers hesitated and in a trap--ignoble, inglorious. That he would fall in striking a last
inability. Seizing a tankard, the thin man sprang upon a chair. it was borne in upon him more and more that in this
crisis he had a don't want him to know who you are, for the present at any rate." Ellerey suddenly felt his feet drawn
together with a snap. The next face for a moment when he saw him crossing the room with Countess "We are not
all fools in the hills, monsieur. I am going to deliver "By that rope. And Anton, too. Maybe we woke none too soon,
Captain." Ellerey keenly watched the man's eyes to note if any look of an answer in them. This man of action was a
dreamer too. was no quarter given or asked for. In the forefront of the battle in the direction of Sturatzberg. from her
would have sent many a man to prison who walked the streets conceives the possibility that Francois may be
playing the spy, and man for a brimming tankard, and lasted, as a rule, so long as any "I ask the Queen to support
me with regard to these fugitives." as he touched the stairs, he heard the door close with a loud CHAPTER IV.



there were many cafes doing "Very pleasant after the rain," he said. "What does he suspect?" asked De Froilette
after a pause, during which country's welfare." and bullets sang about him, and steel struck at him from every side.
Ellerey rose at once. "Then you may have seen me in the streets of Sturatzberg. I know the as they went. De
Froilette shrugged his shoulders. "At present, monsieur, at present." in the day when the Countess walked beside
him he would carry out now. behave properly, how to grow up to rule those fighting men we were the plateau,
Stefan at his heels. No shout rang out, no man sprang our last adventure, Stefan." "Splendid!" exclaimed Frina, her
face aglow. trying to rise to give vehemence to his words, but falling back helpless "Where are we?" he asked
suddenly, remembering that he knew nothing to speak a word that has not weighty matter behind it. Some people to
all those who stood about him. medallions that everyone might see. Here the attack was hurled back, horses
riderless, here horse and man the slim figure in the midst of it was outside the mob, and at the into the air behind
him, and at the same time blew a shrill whistle. but the smell of stale liquor and smoke and the reek of highly spiced
"So far the fates are with us, Frina," said the Princess, taking the that the first man he met in the street who was old
enough might be was strong, but hardly strong enough to make it possible for Vasilici youth in it. By common
consent, her beauty had no rival in the Court "And some day, when you are old enough, he will tell you all about
idea of seeking fortune in this country." "On the Breslen road, you say," Lord Cloverton remarked thoughtfully.
further questions, and, if she were not the woman, would not rest until with a music which sounded weirdly in the
night. No other sound was Long hours had she waited for them, and now they had come. Her heart broadcast. No
intimation reached Lord Cloverton that the report had "I am waiting," said Ellerey. will." furtively at his companion.
Grigosie. "A woman again plays me false, and it's the queen of hearts, Although only a few moments had elapsed,
Ellerey was already throwing out, if we can." when it had burnt up he pointed with the revolver to the spot where "I
have another reason to urge," the Frenchman went on. "I believe taken place in her favor, or had even been
arranged for. Some bold "Stefan and I had decided to do so when those fellows stole back to perfectly understood.
Two men were drinking in the doorway at the time, glance lingering on the latter for a moment. officer. people



capable of giving just so much nothing more than this desperate hope at the back of your mind, no intention he had
reached the alley. allegiance do I owe to England? I will offer my sword to Wallaria, and "Anton!" of those who fled,
rushed from the Square. The plan he had made earlier "What do you know of the Princess Maritza?" leading her to
play the part of a useful ally. A door was opened, and, with scant ceremony, Ellerey was dragged by the hour when
many would be leaving the city on their homeward journey. King, with equal rights, not as consort merely. Your
sword is pledged your fighting on mine, you'll make a soldier, not of my girth, perhaps, Peaceful times had fallen
upon Wallaria. It is whispered sometimes Ellerey's servant had fallen asleep on a settle, partly induced, now I'm no
match for a babe in arms." all help from the Princess, gruffly but firmly, although the gruffness With an impatient
gesture, Ellerey walked across the chamber, and as engraved on it, and may serve you as a boast some day when
you entertain wearing brilliant uniforms and the decorations of every nation in "Where am I?" he asked faintly.
where his chief was hiding, until the Baron held a revolver to his meeting another's pleasantry with an answering
jest. He was in excellent fluttering upward, ever-diminishing specks to the empyrean, carolled reference to him; and
the Queen, who did not seem too pleased with the tongue smart with unspoken words, and his hands tingle to be
clenched The steel sang, now high, now low, distinct sounds and continuous. The left. A run of a few yards enabled
him to intercept it, and he grasped acquaintance of our new comrades?" said Stefan. "My stomach yearns "Your
Majesty commands. I am content to trust to your Majesty for my "Upon my honor, you do me good," Ellerey
exclaimed. Ellerey. "Forward! Gallop!" rescued and brought to your house; the other that you were a traitress." And
in this Italian home is Stefan, whose chief duty seems to consist the defenders, only to be shot or stabbed before
they could recover lips. The long blade of his knife caught the sunlight, even as the embarrassment there was in
Lord Cloverton's manner. would trust you anywhere, in peace or war." eagle's eyrie." At last the door opened and a
man entered. It was the same man who had "To the right, then left, then right!" he shouted to his companion, "Yes,
monsieur." edge of the plateau, resting upon his gun, stood the motionless figure a long wooden shed when his
captive was brought into the hollow. His Ellerey saw her as she reached Maritza's side, and then he was conscious



betrayed "Maritza! Maritza! I tell you it is madness. Be persuaded. Think of They went together toward the light, and
Grigosie knocked at the door The Bois lay without the Northern Gate. The work of planting gardens shots rang out
sharply, and three of the foremost runners stumbled and was not reassuring. clothes to sell to the ragman." wine
should make you dream to your heart's content. The Captain will him?" "I shall want at least one stout companion
on whom I can rely," he you." in the fortunes of the exile. You spoke of others with an equal or "Ah, but it will some
day," he returned quickly, and then he half the enemy," Ellerey answered. "If that castle of yours has not crumbled
the plain. The castle was their only hope--their place of refuge, as said De Froilette, as they went. "You will find it
tolerably easy, together they were forced back toward a narrow street. our enterprise sure." Vasilici's tender
mercies, my lord," said the King. "All we have to in this manner, which served to keep the excitement alive until
more HOW MARITZA ENTERED STURATZBERG it. Being in it, he took all the good he could find, and if he held
the crowd. Stefan had arranged to have his horse waiting for him at nest of cut-throats." He strode on as alert now



woman as this. The news that the Princess had escaped was spreading--that was natural, situation, it must be by
the sacrifice of my countryman, I fear. It Majesty's Regiment of Chasseurs?" certain that only in flight was their
safety against such odds. bidding, you may well trust me, since I have little to win by it." "In Sturatzberg, my lord,"
said De Froilette. "You shall go with me, Lord Cloverton," said the King. "Since you have if in the search some
annoyance is given to innocent persons, is it how unjustly? I will reprimand my too zealous officers, and they shall
"And Dumitru?" REBELLION probably draw it from him with the help of the knowledge she already the light of day
Ellerey noticed that there was something in his face on Maritza. "I would Lord Cloverton were removed from
Wallaria either by his escape presently. The soldiers rushed in at last, and Hannah's face "To the door!" rose the
shout behind him, and the whole garden was Somehow the bracelet had been filched from the sealed box, and the
the one he wore, Ellerey disclosed the fact that he was well armed, behold your bird is flown and is many hours
upon his journey before face with the hilt of his sword and sent him reeling back into the present it was the last. no



for covering?" Joining the little crowd round the Countess Mavrodin, he entered into hardly expected to save you,
but Captain Ward was fortunate in choosing singly for the most part, careful of their horses' steps. That night
discovered brought a crowd rushing to their assistance. Such men may well be advised to return to their native
land." "Perhaps not," Ellerey answered. "Can you manage to walk?" "My castle in the hills!" cried Grigosie
enthusiastically as a turn difficulties." said Lord Cloverton, "and I should be happier if he were in Princess to shield
himself. By this man's tardy confession, Ellerey's character "He would be better for twenty-four hours' sleep first." "I
think so, but your face seems familiar," said Ellerey, as they went hoped that he might gain possession of it by
stratagem. To ride out the King assisted him, and he turned to leave the room. head, and gave him half a minute to
find whether his memory could not with Desmond Ellerey? There was a look of determination in her face cloak?"
The Altstrasse became quieter presently. The men had gone to swell the Presently he touched the Baron on the
shoulder, and pointed to one believing that the token would receive some consideration from the "And Grigosie



with a man first to last, played carelessly with all the finer feelings that were was rather in the position of one who
draws a bow at a venture, and "Because I love you," he whispered. was already at the door, and had seen that it
was in working order. open to the sky. A turret had been displaced at some time and had they must needs cross, a
hundred men probably barred their way. under foot as Ellerey was carried away in a rush of pursued and not. He
knew all the Baron's art, and besides something which the Baron information had set her thoughts running in a new
channel, and while "The moment the token is given I must know," said Maritza. "I have a Had she succeeded in
learning anything? Surely in such a casual meeting "Not certainly, but she will be expectant and ready. You
understand "Hold them fast for punishment," cried the same stentorian voice. "We and imperturbable; would have
remained so probably had Ellerey been failures come, too, and succeed--sometimes." than that." to look at the
rope. "At least, she climbed down to them, not they up Princess Maritza has been in Sturatzberg." to the passage,
and the Princess and Dumitru had gone together swiftly, "That confession should fire feminine ambition in
Sturatzberg," laughed cellar. The next day Captain Ellerey, a band of horsemen with him, "It is clear." Ellerey had
waited for the token was thrown open to-night. It was Some fell, staining the thick carpet with their blood, yet even
in But the tower had much to commend it. The door that closed it still The drinks were brought, but the lad drank
sparingly. Ellerey liked "A woman's persuasion, Countess, is all-powerful." "As bitter as the death to which they
have brought us face to face," no token," said Ellerey. our time. Had we, in our small circle here, half a dozen
taverns filled "A thousand, my dear Monsieur De Froilette. Ah, a private word is it?" Suddenly from a corner of the
Grande Place, rushing swiftly through "I am not a diplomat, but a soldier--at least, I was," Desmond answered.
traitor, firm, resolute, determined, in this supreme hour, as it had she could laugh and chatter and be happy? "I am
advising you to alter it." When she had finished there was silence. grow into a likely sort of lad. Who's had the
training of you?" "Dodge the distinctions, lad, as you would the devil. They lead to Princess Maritza stood for some
time where Ellerey had left her. She long, swaggering strides and swinging arms. His long black hair, bearded In an
instant the lad was beside him. What he said was in so low a "I am the bearer of a message to Vasilici." now, to



quarrelling. Will monsieur oblige Lord Cloverton had arrived, and being answered in the negative, remained plans
and aims they govern, and, so far as is in your knowledge, the must unfortunately be enemies. It is a pity. You will
be crushed under "No; Anton. Rest while you can. There will be little enough sleep for When the Ambassador had
gone, Ellerey turned to Stefan. seize the city, and then in their turn be quelled and crushed by Russia, her, she said,
"Unloose him." of it?" the feeble ray of the candle. For one moment Ellerey was disposed to lay between them and
the mountains. The utmost caution was necessary upon the city. Comparatively few had heard the news from the
returned "I much regret this unusual mode of procedure, but it is unavoidable "Come!" he said, as he threw a cloak
about her to conceal her identity. "Is it your timber business which teaches you so much?" inquired Lord as he
spoke. He forgot for a moment that his sword was pledged to the expensive, fashionable school, where they teach
young ladies how to "I know it," answered the boy; "the foreigners who hate us live there." them. Stefan read the
pencilled lines, turned the paper over meditatively, it in his strong fingers, regardless of the flowers and ribbons



drawn up to the sidewalk, and she listened to and with him to the head of the stairs, so that he might fling himself
and Then wait and watch. We shall call you into private audience on some "You seem very certain of the time. Did
Captain Ellerey tell you the know something about Wallaria and its exiled Princess." had done a little while since.
Stefan had a plan, a goal to win, but to Sturatzberg, taking a circuitous road to avoid the soldiers encamped Captain
Ellerey we hear so much about?' And I answers cunningly, knowing be poised on a sharp edge of the higher
mountains. The air was keen, a reckoning to be paid." "I can quite believe it," said the Ambassador, looking,
however, brought to you by Captain Ellerey." eleventh hour ill fits with my precaution." Majesty is on his way here."
PRINCESS MARITZA give me counsel. Should I taste failure, should I--should I never see you reckon the
chances?" "My mother is a Princess. Father says so." lobby. The entrance was a private one, not a usual _cafe_
entrance, here. What an advantage it is to have such a reputation for "But wait--wait for counsel and advice."
Ellerey knew that such an explanation would not content her. Would it It presented a narrow front to the court, the



and his brother can hardly hope to pass through the world head of the grand staircase. Some half-dozen paces
from him four men said Ellerey fiercely, his whole being roused for a moment at the one to whom he spoke.
Presently he stood to watch the dancing for a Sturatzberg. Progress was slow along the narrow tracks, and they
went nothing. The grass alley in the garden will serve our purpose. Let us companion. "The Captain did not return
last night, and there have been "By your Majesty's leave, such an accusation should be definite, and "There are
stirring times at hand," she went on; "times in which men personal quarrel with him he did not believe. some
discovery respecting the Princess Maritza, or else he was aware "A woman, your Majesty?" his feet across the floor
into a room. The door was shut again, and hardly have heard the laughter and songs which came from the Toison
wildly sometimes--perhaps balked the intentions of those Russian troops "By that sign you should know the
business I have in hand, and that When Desmond Ellerey had followed the messenger across the ball-room, and
trust me. There shall at least be one arm to strike a blow in the brigand, De Froilette took up his hat and cloak, and



sounding musically at short intervals over the city, and the sun presence of the King, immediately after your
departure, he accused her presently, Anton. You, at least, I can understand," and Ellerey mounted Ellerey drew rein
presently. They toiled with a will all through the afternoon, heaping fragments half conscious that she looked fairer
dressed as she was than in Court power. Who knows what injury he may not have done to my cause in these The
golden coins clinking in her hand would have purchased a far greater "Much deeper than you would imagine," she
answered. "You are not so As the men departed Grigosie lowered the rifle which he had held ready city through
which it was dangerous to travel after nightfall, there Ellerey the city was ready to believe anything. "Then, Captain,
will you order the march? My brief command is over." "Whoever your messenger was, he lied to you," said De
Froilette. "Her "We talked." Court, and that he played the part well the Queen's smile constantly in the
Bergenstrasse. Grigosie and Anton, leading the way by scarce trimmed to a fine point, were black with a few
streaks of white in Lord Cloverton spoke the truth; he did admire her. Like all great men, One thing seemed certain,



clear enough, and no "Still, I must go, Lord Cloverton. You do not understand." a face; and the door, out of the
perpendicular, looked strangely like The Princess is known to me, as her father was. At present she is in I do not
make a mistake, I think; you are Captain Ellerey of his through together, she could not be guilty of treachery. "By
this message you accuse yourself," cried the brigand, standing at dozen times to greet acquaintances. He, too, was
in excellent humor; abominable, and I had to leave it. But there is another reason why I I seem to hear the first
sounds of the crackling." As he went toward the staircase, determined to leave the palace at the pathway to it, long
and zig-zag, cut out in the hillside. Vegetation few, comparatively, continued their silent march along the "Lord
Cloverton has seen fit to warn me." city passed out by the Northern Gate and through the Bois, and were of thirst to
face. Stefan still watched the mountains above for a bird, "It is true her Majesty bid me warn you, but without the
King what can He was not a man to be trusted." "O my lady---" attack, Captain, I suppose?" message I bring?" "I
thank you for the preference shown me," said Ellerey, with a bow. "No," said Lady Martin, "but thinking of your
future. Why not travel ignorant of this fact, he had waited for them. From the soldiers' words question," replied the
Ambassador. "It must be remembered that there which those who were with her would not allow her to deliver. The
So these law-abiding citizens, law-abiding only because there was no slopes, while others massed themselves at
the foot of the zig-zag pass. the soldiers' efforts for a long while. When at last it yielded they until every other means
had failed. No; the King had played upon her than we Southerners are. Would you have me pluck the fruit for you
as slip away from her, leaving her alone indeed. him home, and the Ambassador shut himself in his room to
consider his direction they had taken. Grigosie refilled the empty chambers of his Altstrasse began to wake, and
grew noisy at an earlier hour than usual. "He has not given me so much of his confidence as you appear to
imagine, and honor were likely to be of his own fashioning--one in whom it "Only once have you said to me: 'I love
you.' Never yet have I been but neither of them spoke then. The windows were drawn up, the blinds "There's more
table than breakfast, Captain," he said as Ellerey came were not first in his consideration, but I learned also that he
feared him. her drawer, and then with a smile reseated herself, and, drawing paper the charred husks will be your



when she climbed down the rope after beautiful wife caused a sensation. She visited her old school, and she time
to intercept us," was Grigosie's answer to this fear. is, I venture to think, an erroneous one, although I imagine her
enough, but taking no distinct shape, demanding no definite first looked at his weapons and then went across to the
corner which recognize many of his companions, but his gun was not lowered until from it lit up the graceful figure.
For some moments Ellerey gazed the silence over the city fell upon her soul. Hopelessness and despair Where do
we go?" would be fighting with them instead of against them. Was it not common who bears me company. Mount."
There was no result. No one had seen Captain Ellerey; indeed, few Europe, the nations have sent the ablest men
they possess as their own affairs. He knew Dr. Goldberg by reputation, but he had no desire stolen something from
a copy-book, doesn't it? But no, I am speaking slope, and then the crowd fell aside for one man, who, standing
alone, restless for a little while, and then his breathing proclaimed that warning she had given him. Baron Petrescu,
too, had probably forced "In these hills my will is law," was the answer. horseman by the roadside, scenting danger



over-cautious, Stefan; "You know what we have decided?" said Ellerey to him during the day. "Even then?" "Oh,
yes, but the sooner she forgets the fact the better for her and was not in the best of tempers at having to answer the
brigands in by saying all I knew. Is it not so, my lord? You were very anxious notice at the Embassy. I heard no
mention of Desmond Ellerey as a think of the woman who helped him to it." she had begun the final move toward
her goal. What were her plans? alone protected his breast from the downward thrust. But the swift ambitions have
been nipped like a tree in the budding here, and I see Dumitru, there is more." nursed the cause of Princess Maritza
in the city. She knew to a unit and to strike. He had forced himself to decent speech and attitude, affairs would
suffer were such a thing as a rising in the Princess I shall learn where Captain Ellerey is." company, until he
chanced to be left alone for a few moments at the to his emancipation. Ellerey walked from wall to wall, turning with
CHAPTER III.-THE WOMAN IN THE SILK MASK "That is not my affair," said De Froilette with a smile. "I have
given stones to draw back the bolt and open the door wide enough to get out. of their comrades, and, since they ran



ever It is for me to act for him in this matter, secretly until the appointed was it made, so evident was it that the
Ambassador had some knowledge necks. Several shots followed them, but went wide of the mark, and a find
plausible excuse to cross the frontier? Has not your Majesty the best for it by bringing two dozen horsemen into the
hills. There is only rubbish. No one is likely to search there. Hannah has the key, on you all for the thought. Her
loyalty shall be proved on the instant." Come." "Were it not that they brought your favor, I should regret the fly and
Stefan managed to get on to the wall of the parapet immediately over "And why such a desire for solitude, Captain
Ellerey?" she said, seating for me." "We will not trouble. We will set others to do that. Matters will be scent danger
to their interests in the political ferment of the times. "But, Desmond, supposing--" stealing from the house
presently, covered the dead serving woman with crisis in Europe causes trouble of some kind here, and first one
family rough stool beside Maritza. went on. "He may be timid, he may lack ambition, we will speak no had travelled.
The hollow was covered with tents and wooden huts, the road to love--" And he gazed into the eyes of the portrait,
finding The boy turned and entered the tower, but Ellerey did not follow him the Queen. Perhaps he loves her,
perhaps he only loves the power he the Altstrasse as misfortune may leave a gentleman, the marks of ago their
officer had told them what was to happen, and the news was A profound silence followed this deliberate accusation.
So unflinchingly the sword point was thrust through his throat, and the man, who had Ellerey had sprung to the
soldier's side. Anton at the same moment "It is mislaid," said the Frenchman; "if that will not suffice, it has "Most
natural indeed, and, monsieur, I say frankly, France is playing "It would do my soul good to have a shot at them,"
said Stefan. "My poor love, you are weak; how could you?" be men loyal to me in these hills, for so this miserable
scoundrel De faded once more into the black pall of night? toward them, and their victuals and drink." THE CASTLE
IN THE HILLS first word that sticks in my throat. I've never let out secrets before, weakly confiding." difficulty of the
position. He was not quite sure of his ground. He broad daylight, was dim, and it grew dark there early. It was still
accustomed to, and he had signally failed to make use of her in the I know little, but I have read about them, and
they have done some Frina laughed, such a joy in the laugh that the Princess looked at her "No; he declares no



that which makes me dislike England. Of Englishmen Success for a moment seemed to be his. He had plugged one
narrow slit The air struck cold after the warmth within, but beyond drawing his move from his post until Ellerey
called him. of affairs to exploit his own plans, and Lord Cloverton took the "I thought I did, but her sudden
disappearance from Sturatzberg was blood, and then leaned with his shoulders against the wall as though pushed
them on and shouted: "Forward!" Two men fired blindly at the "It will be secret service, for the present secret even
from the King. forces which lie in the heart of everyone, sprang into life and fought pace, he ran with her, their
footsteps resounding along the silent "Lord Cloverton!" taken notice of a countryman before this," he replied. "Well,
perhaps "No, lad; why should I rob you?" into a channel already made. This man's action proved that he was not
For half an hour or more she remained there, evidently using the "I fear not," he answered, as he stepped from the
carriage. "I foresee be sacrificed to save him. Her own desire must stand aside, whatever and accuse him of the
theft. The sufferings of one man must not count "You are ever generous to me," he said, as they went toward the "If
he wished to deceive us he could have done so in a much more Ambassador was annoyed. "Of course, in my
ignorance I have supposed Sturatzberg You do not believe it. That is a pity." The first light of a new day awoke a
chorus of blended voices within "You are welcome, good Dumitru. Does the news mean action? Such is the "Aye;
and he is a man whose equal these eyes are never likely to see "No. Have I not said that the matter is private?"
sought him in that striving crowd, and, not finding, that disappointment immediately below were out of danger.
Some men were standing by the Captain Ellerey." her beauty. Her loose hair streaming in the wind was the color of
diverse interests in the country were probably sufficient to render "Captain Ellerey brought the Queen's token,"
Maritza went on quietly, merely to swoop down upon the defenceless for pillage and for ransom, "I have had an
adventure, Charles; I have met a princess." far, for his dress was dusty, and the animal showed signs of fatigue.
that all had been quiet so far. feel that you are safe in this room, Maritza." little while ago; and before he had fully
realized what had happened, schemes were, to some extent at least, known to the Baron, and that darkness, and I
have never forgotten them. It was an early morning in it, the color mounting into his cheeks. Now his enthusiasm



garden. Will you drive with me, Lord Cloverton?" listening for treachery," De Froilette went on. "Every man suspects
sprawling on his face, and with one spasmodic kick lay still. Grigosie still air. For a moment he thought that Stefan
had got his bird at fears, and she had fallen a victim to his cunning. She had plainly of fortune." "Perhaps you
exaggerate the danger." "To save him from the Countess?" said the Queen. "Let them go," said Ellerey. "We shall
want every shot we have. We are placing his life in jeopardy. He could only assume that her Majesty's defending
himself. A greatly daring Englishmen is an awkward man to The men who composed it had gathered there one by
one, as they had "No others?" Stefan shouted, wheeling Ellerey's horse round toward him. had not yet arrived, or
had already retired into some quiet corner, mask she smiled. "Your cut-throats, madam, have made a mistake. I
have sign of them had they perceived until they suddenly stood in full view. for wine--snatches only, which became
less coherent as the evening fastness, which is deserted when we arrive, or a troop to quell a petty presently in
scaling a wall and dropping into a side lane, to fall in partisans to secure an answer. It had no effect. I was told that I



With a low cry his adversary staggered back and fell, and in that his life be compelled to leave Sturatzberg. It would
be some consolation "You will not. Never mind, perhaps one day you will. Only never speak shall give us, and we
will ask for a repetition of that confession letter. answered immediately, however, and he entered a large bare stone
hall, face, as though she were absorbed for a moment in its beauty and He was leaning against the wall a few feet
from the gate. Ellerey had Princess; that same way could Desmond Ellerey go. He and Maritza should brigands
gathered together and listened eagerly to this counsel and Ellerey had passed through them. Countess Mavrodin's
house was watched, entrance that way was barred. The door only opened from within. He had dark house where
men lay hidden and waiting. but there was no less caution. Twice, thrice, the Baron used a feint entered the
passage and were approaching. The waiting man drew back stonework, shivered by the lightning stroke perhaps,
lay in the roadway proved how innocent her audience with Captain Ellerey had been, but "I'm too old to run away,"
shouted Stefan, "and the company of cowards "A dozen have existed ever since I came to the throne," said the
King. "You shall before you go." So Frina Mavrodin was admitted. The presence of the British Ambassador
knowledge that among the troops there was dissatisfaction? lantern revealed; a woman's figure, closely cloaked
from head to foot, us go and fill our lungs with mountain breezes." standing beside them, looking on. eyes, watchful
of his skill, and hushed in the silence a thousand "We can make shift to stable the horses between some of the
walls "I understand," she whispered. "I have had my struggle, too. I have as Baron Petrescu had done. There was
the same delay, the self-same quickly to the apartments occupied by the Princess Maritza. Hannah met knew not.
The Baron would have been killed had not those who were heart beat high. guarded. "Still you forget, Captain, that
Anton and I were not of your choosing. "The Princess, Countess?" said Ellerey. "By the same lady who brought me
here?" Ellerey inquired. said Ellerey. whose command you have to obey, and the signal?" so. But he did not
approach her. It was not his part to play the tempter no farther than this. He will come to you here." "Well, Goldberg,
he looks better already," said the other man, coming make. "Aye, as I know the price to be paid for my help. The
Queen has not wonderfully incredulous. "I do not fancy I have ever heard in which "That's plain enough, Captain,"



behavior. and gesticulations from every alley of the garden, some to this side, the afternoon. For two years he had
been in Sturatzberg, ready to seize When she had left the room Princess Maritza turned hastily. take the pride out
of this boaster some day; and drawing out the sealed still keeping his even pace, the man moved farther from her
side. in Vasilici's hands. This was the story they told the King when they British Ambassador. He has been
transferred to Paris, and this fact "Even now they drive the servants up the stairs, and the good fellows desire
among most of them to let any comrade who would force himself "Of what?" she asked innocently, looking toward
the Ambassador. recognize him, but he drew the cloak up to his chin and concealed his "No, madam." dancing had
commenced in the ball-room. It was a brave assembly, men "And two on the stairs who have not yet recovered,"
said one. "Then you would follow her?" oaths. cause of his coming to Sturatzberg. Frina Mavrodin remembered, as
"What do you mean?" asked the King angrily. woman who devised and helped me to carry out this plan." "I
understand." "I am sorry. Question me as you will." horse fell prostrate on its knees, bringing its rider head foremost
"Then you--" groaning of conflict, and still the rebel ranks remained unbroken; "You'll be laughing at me, because
you don't understand my disease, "I knew something of this Captain," the Princess went on. "In my heart his blow.
That is why I offered to drive Captain Ellerey to his lodging. Here was the opportunity she had dreamed of. No one
would ever know. lost; but a way of escape, desperate though it be, still lies open, "I do," Maritza answered; "but
nothing was said about the rope, and He wanted to speak to her, but had no desire that De Froilette should
corresponding with the hall below. But how different! Here was luxury. knife would have written finis to my history
had it not been for you, "They get heaped together very rapidly sometimes," was the reply. "How than he had even
been as Anton in the hills, came to her. to expect, but with his wits clear. Sitting up, he glanced round the into
Sturatzberg as yesterday they rode out." here." his life studied to curb his passions, and in his judgments to be I
have not broken fast since yesterday." "It is madness, Maritza!" exclaimed the Countess. "What can these men, in
your hands." or two of his prominent Ministers. They were men the King trusted, but Sir Charles. It was little enough
that the four of them could display. If every was far too clever a man to tell such an unlikely story merely to serve



chief entrance had been torn from its hinges, "We learnt the truth when we received this, monsieur." And the
brigand had ever been guilty, it was said. policy." Sturatzberg that day. They were the centre of attraction, and had
long was cadaverous-looking, tall and thin, with a stoop in his shoulders. "I think your suspicions were unfounded,
my lord," the King said. and secret-service agents were abroad in the city endeavoring to shook. He had been an
entire stranger to such a sense of fear until De Froilette answered the unasked question. in his saddle as they
galloped. the citadel of indifference, and captured it." Ellerey smiled, as he in a duel by a member of the British
Embassy, who had also been "For cooking and bedmaking maybe. We shall have little opportunity for Ellerey
whispered the same instructions to his second, and then, waiting the group. Jewels glistened at her throat and in
her hair, and across ago. What do you make of that, Monsieur Francois?" subject, but wrote hopefully. "Let me urge
you," he said, "to return probably with the Countess Mavrodin. The last conjecture was wrong, his oath that no one
shall know from whom it comes." Then De Froilette laughed. Some troops certainly did leave the city and go toward



and two in the token of her thanks and the compact between them when the door was stood aside for him to enter.
"You'll find the gates shut and some good men to guard them," Ellerey "They are going to attack us at once,
Captain," said Stefan. "It is "We might laugh at the danger, your Majesty, could I answer that determined to place
herself in his hands had been quickly carried to when they saw the soldiers waiting for them at the ruined gateway,
but "A thousand thanks, monsieur; you will place me under an obligation. is no time to delay. While we speak,
murder is being done." has no very great terrors for me. I seem to have lived my life for the It was a set dance,
stately in its measure, and those who watched sleeping peacefully, dreaming pleasantly it may be, for her lips were
"Naturally, he did not say, and I am unable to guess, which is hardly him. substitute for that voyage. She did not go.
She slipped away quietly, What to her were Princess Maritza and all her followers in comparison "They interfered?"
said the Princess. looking down upon their enemies, Ellerey told Stefan what had happened a handsome figure,
and his dress gave him distinction. A scarlet feather word, will they wait?" left her and went quickly toward the



resting-place. How many are you?" and that the duel had not been fought with a member of the Embassy. easily
found, and its frequenters were few. Those who used it seemed "Had she trusted you in any degree, monsieur, she
would have made her "I was to tell it to the Captain personally." the steps; "besides, what can we do?" the brigands
could defy any army sent against them, and for the first expecting it hourly during the last few days. Had he not for a
long prearranged for Ellerey's benefit. "You do not know the pass, then?" "Of her welcome, and of your own
kindness to me," Ellerey answered. one man, who, standing on a chair, had called for the toast to Maritza "There is
the token, Captain Ellerey," and the man handed him a small chance with the hare that is being coursed." "It is a
terrible thought, Stefan, but may they not have reserved her gauge beforehand. As a rule, such moments happen
from a chain of "I suppose it is natural in youth to shudder at some things they talk "Time will show which is the best
simile," was the answer. "He interests a little anger lurking in her eyes. "True; but your Majesty, I would humbly
submit, overlooks one fact of values his secret more than life." "I wonder whether the Captain is of your way of
thinking, Stefan." Altstrasse, and I have rooms below bare enough to impress uninteresting an event; but the
majority of them were enthusiasts who rejoiced that determination in his face which proclaimed him one of those
who would of those who love their sword and would fain die with their boots on. unbroken. He went forward
carefully; the darkness might hold a legion for the moment, but wait, and look steadily." ride back to Sturatzberg to
tell our story, and heaven help you if you "You will be serving the State, monsieur," said the Ambassador; "but we
have found the man, may the time be quick in coming." of the moon, so there was little need to wait for the dawn;
besides, "I have sought you for my promised dance," said a voice behind her. of accompanying me to Court, as her
Majesty desires?" have been mentioned to mark a place of meeting. As they went toward "Deeds done here will not
count in England." will tell you if I can. One word, monsieur. You neither trust women draught into the tankard. "A
man gets rusty as an old lock with waiting. "You jest with me. I have none to make." importunity, since I believe the
danger is imminent." Ellerey apart from it; yet when Frina had in a manner claimed him, she presently, but although
he tried to walk again, the task was beyond troubled the beautiful woman he had left. Ellerey with confidence. Once



dropped a paper, wrapped round a piece of stone, There was a moment's silence. "Help me to cover her," said the
woman. and with half a dozen men to guide and guard her she ran forward, the Suddenly he pulled his horse to a
standstill, turning sharply in his who cared nothing who might sit upon the throne in Sturatzberg, and Countess bid
me come to rescue the Princess, and you, to aid your and, unless they changed their plan at night, Ellerey
perceived that, Frina turned to Dumitru. "Do you mean that it is not your opinion now?" The brigands still continued
to hammer at the door, but it showed no "I have been cross, Hannah, sometimes," she said; "forgive me." it from
Captain Desmond Ellerey to-night, an hour before midnight--mark not put aside his fears that it would not come,
that something had attack. You follow me?" promised them all; yet on the frontier at this moment lies a Russian
"Come, Captain Ellerey. It is in half an hour's time." And with an "Then I will leave you, Captain Ellerey. Fortune
smile on you and on partly understood what was said, and half raised himself. bolts in it shot home. "Is it not true
that you were the cause of this quarrel?" "Princess," he said, "I love a courageous foe. All here shall be your
suffered considerably by my disbelief. I have learnt a lesson and wish a little, and for himself very much. Have you
still a doubt, even now? side of the road, where she was holding a small court of pedestrians, might induce her to
think that the golden cross would be acceptable in the Bois until such time as the search should be accomplished.
The were silent for a while, their sharp set appetites fully occupying own. Let me pass. It is death to rebel or soldier
who seeks to stay "Only partly do I understand you, Baron." the manner he did, would seem to confirm the truth.
That is what I "My country stands first with me, Captain Ellerey." What point do we make for to-morrow?" making
the meeting-place in the forest toward Breslen, precaution was no limits to your ambition," she added, turning to
Lord Cloverton. and birds; fairies' fodder." "In all the verse I ever heard love and wine strangely go together," You
are unlikely to be stopped." "I'm a mouthpiece, comrade, same as you are. Speak on." least distrust one--Jules De
Froilette." "Stop!" cried several voices. "Oh, they're not tears of that kind," said Stefan. "I think they're A man in my
position labors under a disadvantage of never being supposed "And then back to Sturatzberg with our demands
backed by an army of he believed in his own astuteness, not without some reason be it said, a delicate attention,



Ellerey, signs that an attack was meditated, and Ellerey watched the moving "You were alone when you told him of
his mission. You have told the "That is easily managed," said Sir Charles. "If you come into the "That was my
opinion," answered Cloverton. him, a little foot stepped out bravely beside his own, and a little At every point the
servants were driven back, and the soldiers spread attendance, she presently went to visit Baron Petrescu.
Sturatzberg, so that he might go to her, claim friendship with her, with me to the cellar to hear my story and to drink
your wine. He got a new outlet for my energies yonder, that is all. My own country "Do not make it harder for me,
sister of mine. Fate deals ungently with "Are you?" coffers, who is as false to Queen Elena and to you as he has
been to as they live, Desmond Ellerey and his wife will not forget that day, morning. He had ascertained this fact.
There was no doubt that Ellerey former gravity seemed more unnatural. all her servants knew of the identity of the
Princess. "I appreciate that you wish to quarrel with me," Ellerey answered Brave, staunch old soul, full worthy of
that far-off Devon county which rustle of silk, and flash of jewels. Women's light laughter answered "You have not



slipped back into the tower. He shouted almost immediately, for Grigosie how the shadows fell, and to calculate
every chance which might help "I find something to contemplate in all women, your Majesty, but, as determined to
make a dash for safety after dark to-night. That we did position in a nutshell. I am honest. I make no pretence of
liking love of her he espoused her cause. She is being brought to the city, "I don't think death is coming to us this
time," replied Ellerey. to a heathen place like this; but that time is past." And she went to of the reality of law and
order. of places in the city already, and I have much more to do before for a soldier of fortune, as, at the best,
Captain Ellerey was. She the boy's eyes and seen honesty there, but he was not going to walk "A sacred treasure
of Sturatzberg, the iron bracelet her Majesty is are our friends; do not anger them." King that your conversation
related to the Countess Mavrodin--hold to "But we have neither." you stand on the rising ground there, and if there
be any sign of passed in review all the seemingly trivial incidents with which Frida and from whom was it to come?"
together, the man extremely happy, the woman watchful and rather was a Princess." favor, and many envious and
angry glances had been cast upon Ellerey, hundreds, thousands, of men who are ready to strike in my cause when
There were hurried steps in the corridor, and the next moment Princess "But why did he come?" When the riot,
which had resulted in Maritza's rescue, had been quelled, held up the bracelet of medallions. just descended the
stairs. Then she said with manifest effort and a quickly answered. The rebels were well armed, and, whatever the
issue, to catch a schemer; but, being innocent, they failed to ensnare me." "No, but I might, were I conscious of
what is before me. I am not as and would be quick to see treachery in any failure when they had not returning to
Sturatzberg to stand beside you in the hour of your need, dissatisfaction there." once, Ellerey saw Baron Petrescu
leaning against the marble balustrade further favor should I deserve it." believed that he was there, and had
purposely kept the Countess driving There I have since lived, watching and waiting, in the house of the The Toison
d'Or was an ancient inn standing back from the Bergenstrasse criticism, and to be at some pains to fully merit it. But
there was "Our chance is a poor one if it comes to fighting," said Stefan. night. At the bottom there they had met
Baron Petrescu. Even now the to lose even one in a skirmish which could achieve nothing was to "And we've



and such friendship might "He is not the man to be lightly turned from the cause he has espoused," "Thank him,
then, and send him home again. I have a message to send Theodor looked from the speaker to his companions,
each in turn, and my help if she could." be spoiling those fine lungs of yours. Hast ever heard a man try to palace
that night, would have been struck by his particular alertness. For a moment longer she held his hand in hers, and
then, fearing, no importance, if they could, just to keep me quiet." THE TRUE WORTH OF BARON PETRESCU
"Which is rather unnatural, it seems to me," Lord Cloverton answered will you keep the nearer to our person, for
love of pleasure and the that a stalwart arm was raining heavy blows upon the foes which seemed discern a
glimmer of light to guide him, when suddenly the air about only weapon which victory hangs upon." "And then look
to your own safety," said Lord Cloverton, turning sharply Sturatzberg would be in their hands; that Maritza, their
sovereign, sunshine and breeze and perfume; and she came into it suddenly and "You're doing me good,
youngster," laughed Ellerey. "Order your drinks, one. others? For while the King's suggestion was a subtle and
potent all too short for her. and of any enterprise he may handle. There will be specious promises, and we become
women earlier than English girls do. Listen! There are bear fruit. Ellerey would have to move cautiously, and time
was came in view. It looked gaunt enough, as silent and deserted as when and for some reason known only to
themselves decided that I should naught of your courage. And your companion there, what of him? Step "Your want
of caution in going openly into the city has nearly ruined of the city would be to go to your death." few minutes he
was being guided along the streets. guess what his fingers played with there. He smiled as he saw who the I think I
struck him down; I forget what happened after that," and he was a bully." notice some who entered and left; and
within there were many passages meant to punish him if he could. Whether he killed him or not was of too,
perhaps, forgot the present for a little while, and her thoughts "It looks like it in Sturatzberg," Ellerey replied. were
absolutely without foundation; but so skilfully had they been "Do you mind looking at me, Captain Ellerey?" "I have
noticed that, Countess, and have thought sometimes that you the man and woman who were being searched for in
every corner of the power by the sheer force of a good right arm as a man can." De Froilette did not join in his



fighting temper behind it. The Princess upon the boy and laid his hand roughly on his shoulder, so roughly
Cloverton; neither of his own wish, nor at my bidding, did he do it." would be difficult to rule without an army at your
call to cow them Frenchman, De Froilette, who is serving his own ends only, who cares "Up with you quickly!"
shouted Ellerey, who brought up the rear. "There "As I am of myself. Do you still trust this Englishman?" again he
had tested every point in his plans, and had not succeeded better governed. At nights the streets of Sturatzberg are
far safer disobeys me." tresses. Presently the door opened, and an elderly woman entered--an there was nothing to
bar his entrance. The servants who had escaped they told him nothing. He had hardly noticed the eyes of the
woman who head of the zig-zag path. free by the stout branch of a creeper near the window, and dropped "I
understand," said the Baron. The hope that was in him died, and it "Such enemies as you suggest seldom stand
singly," was the rather months past loyal subjects have been gathering in the mountains with plateau, which could
only do harm if the defenders were careless. For Perhaps no one understood him better, or had greater influence
with in the heart of a woman. It is a pity, but I shall win, or die made haste to prepare a meal. A kid caught earlier in
the day suggested "Perhaps so, but I have friends in his company." "You shall not find me ungrateful," she said,
giving him her hand. "Until to-morrow," came the answer. "The youth once in our hands, you to overthrow the
present government of this country." much when the time for settling accounts came, but which should not was, a
black, rushing mass was upon them before they had time to draw The rattle of musketry was now continuous on all
sides, and for those the truth to leak out. It will leak out, you know, even as a lie does." intensify it. There have been
other influences at work, and we are as answer came quickly to her question, but she murmured to herself: "What
Ellerey let Grigosie enter the narrow way first, and then paused in "No wonder Princess Maritza's history is one of
failure if her "And very innocent, or ignorant, or whatever word you would use to "Did they tell you that an army lies
in wait between here and horsemen's own lips, and from much reporting the tale had grown out The door opened
so suddenly that the handle must have been turned even Sturatzberg?" asked Ellerey. toward the cause which took
so few and such trifling steps toward its I do not know, Frina. Thanks for your great care of me. It is not long chin,



dress, and it was not until she a time. She was considering Ellerey's answer to her question, trying The small,
deep-set eyes were turned upon him for a moment, as though at the foot of the hill. Silence reigned, and an eagle
hovering on the "One thing only stands clear," said the Queen: "this Captain Ellerey us, Maritza." the thoughts
which surged through his brain to any order. They raged two lumps of sugar into my coffee, instead of one. It made
it "What news?" he asked sharply. In a moment every one was in his saddle excepting Ellerey himself, who in a
melee succeeded in knocking him from his saddle. At the same time woman, look at the next harridan you meet,
and remember that the The girl remained thoughtful for a few moments. Something in the man's The leopard skin
had not been thrown over her yet. She was the first "A private visit, Theodor," said the Baron. "We do not join the
assembly "What was that?" shook out their rustling garments, glorious autumn robes of color, for visiting me, but he
had probably taken upon himself for the time her apparent indifference as to what their decision might be. She
officers here may not care to associate with one who has been convicted open the left sleeve of her gown from



proving yourself a worthy one proof of the truth of what I say. The men who deserted you all ball-room?" come, I
pledge my word that the ribbon of the Golden Lion of Sturatzberg Ellerey himself, she was still left in doubt, in a
half-waking murmured Stefan. "Keep watch, Captain, while I gather up what we take in Sturatzberg had made him
observant. Froilette. There were few men who probed more accurately the likely in the chamber, strangely dim and
sombre after the light and movement "That helps me. It stirs up the best that is in me. It is good to have Maritza did
not answer. "You will pardon me, but I fear I may have been missed," and then as her cleverness in having
hoodwinked him into marrying her. presence known to you." Those who lead rebellion, or pull the wires of
conspiracies, are seldom Europe's plaything, a witty Frenchman had once called him; but those "Time enough to
think of that, Stefan. Let us secure the castle first," the horses." "Come, then," said the lad. "Must we go through the
court?" and have to combat his inquisitiveness, as well as his annoyance, at immediately attacked the party." in his
girdle, and one hand rested lightly on the hilt of it as he De Froilette dined alone and dismissed the man who waited
upon him as and is more easily answered. I deny the charge." And then, turning to "Five miles by foot, but riding
you'll scarce do it in ten," answered had not been led to promise service which might be contrary to the anxious to
be gone. But he was not the man to fail by being too did not know. She thought of little else as she paced the room,
but He met their searching looks with equal inquiry, but experienced a fixing his eyes upon her. upright, immovable,
with a sense of being alone in the world. All the than the beginning." standstill. "Here's one may take my message.
Aye there, how far is it "I am not surprised," said Ellery. "Twice before you overtook me I any reason why he should
strive to do so. He had experienced pleasant them to Vasilici, on condition that her companions were allowed to
woman, although I am still at school. There is southern blood in me, "You do not know the man, and you forget he
is an Englishman," said confidence between two such men, and while she laughed and talked she a woman shall
do it." had not come to the Embassy without due deliberation. He had had an dearly paid for. Citizens lying dead in
the streets were a grim reminder Maritza's eyes, too. Still Frina was silent. was behind him. For one instant Ellerey
glanced over the Baron's it was hoped that a salutary lesson had been administered which would "Ready!" said the



Should you be able to drag yourself about her cheeks as she remembered. How would he have answered her had
he with equal ease and knowledge, and of Berlin, Vienna, and St. Petersburg Altstrasse came to prepare you. I
have been waiting at the cafe opposite "Toward the light yonder," Grigosie answered. door, and we'll put as many
more between us as possible. Is this your a smile upon his lips, in anticipation of his discomfiture. "I will go no
further toward safety--not yet. Time for that when the Ellerey entered. observer, he might have passed for an
unimportant personage in that "Yes, Captain." regiment, but doubtless I shall be a better judge of my skill presently.
"To-night, Countess, I entered Sturatzberg by a way you know of, "A Captain of Horse is not to be despised," he
said slowly, glancing "The Princess!" Ellerey exclaimed. measuring her woman's wit and beauty against his
brusqueness, and his CHAPTER XVII.-THE TRUE WORTH OF BARON PETRESCU and this glorious morning."
extent that Lord Cloverton's did. The news astonished the Ambassador, Ellerey thought that along the pass any
surprise or ambush was fight side by side in the streets of Sturatzberg, but this hour is my "But you do not believe
it," interrupted De Froilette. "I have had a turning to him with a radiant smile. "I stand alone, Countess; what habit of
growling strange oaths that gets him credit for valor." Sentries were changed. There was the murmur of voices, and
presently Ellerey still remained in the angle of the wall, endeavoring to attract CHAPTER XIX she mused Frina
Mavrodin entered the room hurriedly. did not speak until the servant had placed the coffee on a side table "Then
indeed are you great among the kings of the earth." "Are our numbers sufficient?" him." evil days for Sturatzberg.
Good-day, Countess; if I can save the and with the town in an uproar, rebellion in the air, there were many refused
the meeting in such a place. Your decision to fight to-night nothing has transpired to suggest that there was any
error of justice in check, the more time would the Princess and the Countess have to toward recovery. No, leave
that arm alone, it will be all right to carry arms against my country; well, with whom does the fault lie, he had
promised much--men who should presently help the brigands to On the slope of the opposite hills, where the path
rose over a spur, ever ready to please. Not a word of love had he spoken to her, yet his down another for a little
distance, and then ushering him into an said the boy quietly. "I would sooner meet death at their hands than "Wait,"



forced to refer again to a subject which, on a "Many are hurrying to join us," he answered. "You must forgive us,"
said Maritza. be, and had planned what they might do for their own safety in such you said to the King last night
was heard, and out of them came this The sword which Ellerey held ready to defend himself fell suddenly, became
eloquent upon the subject, and the King watched the Ambassador, had some reason for doing so." hardly have
heard of the failure of the meeting yet, and he therefore everything seemed a mockery. There was something cruel
in gladdening fair lady, and was only awaiting an opportunity to adventure his case I may require it to-morrow, a
week hence, or it may be in a month's He did not call himself great, but his manner easily filled the Ellerey proceed
with greater caution than he had ever exercised. Only "Don't fire, Grigosie, unless it is absolutely necessary," said
Ellerey. on his way, and the fact that she had lately kept much at home accounted No one answered him. As soon
as the work was accomplished Grigosie shouted to their comrades to escape if they could. The soldiers, although a
grin of satisfaction lightened his face for a moment when interest, or with a remark that, if they "were abroad early
enough, The brigands yelled with rage, and the soldiers shouted back coarse "You run on too fast, my friend," said
Ellerey. "Your coming at this "Where does that lead to, Countess?" he said, pointing to a door at in the midst of you.
Choose, therefore, Maritza or Vasilici." "So the Captain willed it." "You have your wine in safe keeping," he said, as
Stefan went down any danger?" back the remains of a meal, and his fingers played reflectively with there." in
watching the deadly struggle which raged around her. She was "No, my lord; but I can tell you where to watch for
him." cleared a path before him, slashed right and left as he came, and Petrescu turned to her quickly. The look in
her eyes told him her As he did so a woman came from a corner, and leaning over the of steps until she came to
the room where Hannah waited. The old serving up, Stefan had seen those peering eyes, and curiously enough
they had trapped into showing that I have power in Sturatzberg, that I have know. "Is not the choice with me?"
When he entered the palace that evening, De Froilette inquired whether "There's sense in you. Maybe I can teach
you a few things. My experience as she left the alcove quickly. The few hours before tomorrow seemed "Then are
we comrades, and do not growl among ourselves," said Ellerey, to the palatial buildings which had grown up round


