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The shrines of southern history had a heroic quality about them: 3
mansion, a monument, a capitol, 2 battleground. These artifacts com-
memorated great deeds and great men. The physical symbolism of a
rewritten southern history emerging in the 1950s and sixties was more
pedestrian: a yellow bus, a spartan courtroom, a dormitory, a lunch
counter, and a voting booth, Future generations would make few pil-
grimages to these new regional shrines, but perhaps they should, For
what happened in these modest places helped southerners—black and
white—to redefine themselves and their region, much as an earlier era
and its symbols defined another South.

“Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table”:
The Sit-Ins

The four freshmen sitting in a dormitory room at all-black North
Carolina A&T College in Greensboro on a cool, clear January evening
could not have known that they were about to launch a moral revolu-
tion that was both American and southern. Much as the embattled
colonists harked back to-a constitutional regime they had enjoyed
prior to 1763, and much as the Confederates depicted themselves as
the true heirs of 1787, these teenagers were preservationists: they
sought to extend the law of the land to themselves and their region. In
doing so, their abjective was to educate the white southerner, to reveal
to him the liberating side of his culture. Though northerners found it
difficult to grasp, these students and their colleagues loved their re-
gion, had settled there for generations, and had suffered along with if
not alongside their white neighbors; their roots lay in the red clay of
Carolina or the black loam of Mississippi, and their ancestors called to
them from unmarked graves near the rivers and streams. The events
that followed the late-night discussion among Franklin McCain, Ezell
Blair, Jr., David Richmond, and Joseph McNeill would be distinctively
southermn in their character.
Earlier that day, January 31, Joseph McNeill had been denied counter
service at the Greyhound bus terminal in Greensboro. The rebuff was
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typicalin the South of that era, but McNeill, looking mm.n sympathy mn.a
suppoIt took up the issue with his friends that evening. As Franklin
McCain recalled, the discussion eventually centered around the ques-

. i inst injustice?” Once
' tiop of “at what point does the moral man act agamst inj

w.ﬁ% agreed that they had reached that point, the question became

what to do about it. In fixing on a sit-in at the ‘Woolworth lunch coun-
ter in downtown Greenshoro the next day, the students would mmnmm
the justice of their cause in an orderly, prayerful Emubaﬂ >M gnw. MMM
noted, the most powerful and potent Emm_mwow m.umn @Q“m %.c mﬁw:H -
ally no defense for is love [and] kindness. Theirs wo e ME no :
violent” and 2 #Christian” action. The mg..&admm had read Gandhi an
knew about King and Montgomery, but this was mostlya spontaneous
zct emanating more from their religious wwcw%ochmm and how their
existence in the South contradicted Qﬁwm\.ﬂmh tenets. .H..er were un-
aware that CORE had employed the tactic of the sit-in in O?nwmm
twenty years eatlier and that as recently as 1958 m.um 1959 mgmmnﬁm a«
successfully desegregated some lunch counters in .H.‘Em.m mnﬁ Miami.
The lunch counter was an obvious target Wnnm.ﬂmm it highlighted the
E@uomﬁﬂo;m and humiliating nature of segregation. Blacks could cn.cpm
chase toothpaste and underwear at Woolworth's, but not a mo.mn dri k.
In the claborate etiquette that defined southern oc,:ﬁﬂ eating aﬁ.?
someone held particular connotations. As one white southerner in-
formed Gunnar Myzdal, “in the South, the table ... possesses the
sanctity of an intimate social institution.” To break bread Smoﬁwﬂ
implied a rough equality. Slaves and later mnﬁ,m._bﬁ@ R.mﬁ&om.m of their
length of service or extent of their intimacy with white mm.E_E Bnﬂ.
bers during childhood, never ate at the same place as whites. Sou _-
erners were appalled, for example, when President Hrncaoﬁm Rooseve t
invited Booker T, Washington to join him for dinner at the White
House, and stunned when Jim Folsom and black congressman Adam
Clayton Powell, Jr., had drinks together in go.ﬁmoao.é. .

Rut the students recognized that it was precisely this wn.ﬁcoﬁm m.E.n
must be attacked; it was a barrier inhibiting their visibility m.ba ulti-
mately their equality. They entered Woolworth's Eo. following day,
sat down with their school books, and ordered. The éﬁ_ﬂamm refused to
serve them. The students remained seated. Soon a policeman mH.:mHom
the store. He had been trained to react to violence and overt illegal
action, Here, nothing was happening; it wasa still _.mm. Hepaced up mm.m
down the aiste, nervously slapping his nightstick into the palm of Fm
hand. Some whites approached the four students who were settling
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int . . .
mm ] Mwwm mnm&bm material. A few condemned their behavior; other
mwmﬁmo ing wu offered encouragement. Forty-five minutes after mrmﬁu mm

wn, the students left. As McNeill recalled, .
el " , ""we were scared
Yet
g mm%w. returned the next day, Tuesday, accompanied by twent
Lhreca m ional students, and on Wednesday with sixty-six, occup H.m
: QOM all of the places at the lunch counter, By .ﬂuﬁmmmm the wum
SMH .%355 to over one hundred, including, for the first mﬁbm MMHMU
N i M mﬂ:ammnm from the North Carolina Women'’s College in Owummn :
ot0 (now the University of North Caroli o
arolina at Greensb
Thursday, white e ey
youths began to heckle the d
ting fire to a black student’ i it mepillon oves tot,
s coat. On Friday, the sit-in spill i
g e toa blac , the sit-in spilled over into
wntown Greensboro, as one th
E boro, ousand students de-
m#mww& mpnowa mWo segregated eating facilities. Within two weeks the
-in spread to fifteen other southern citi i
ities. By April, demonstrati
o ‘tol south . , ations
”rm:w MoocﬂEm in fifty-four cities in nine southern states. By the end of
; yeat, seventy thousand students had sat in at lunch counters in
undred southern cities, o
@WMWW@ the vcm. cownoﬂ and school desegregation suits, the results of
Dammbmwﬂw %mao HBEGM_EﬁM By July, the Woolworth lunch counter in
accommodated blacks. Lunch co i i
o e . . unters 1n twenty-eight
EmmmM Muﬂnm were also integrated. In afew cities, other downtown mmomww-
ties mww MM theaters and restaurants opened to blacks. The color line
ast beginning to fade. True, subse ictoric
vas a ! . quent victories over s -
tion in public accommodati ; ¢ wnao
ions would not come so swifth
tion in. p . . . ¥ nor unac-
F%m%MMH ww_uﬁo_nunm, especially in the Deep South, It took federal
—the 1964 Civil Rights Act—to demoli i
. oo malish publi -

e Act public segrega

i &mwaw_nna@. Nevertheless, the initial victories attained by %M m.ww.

nd SmMMmMMmsoum were sutficient to convince the protesters that eivil

a prerequisite for civil rights, that th i i
s wasnota prer , that the quality of tactics and
s themselves were effective i
. weapons in attackin
important element of white s o
upremacy. They had proceeded i

) nt of w ed in an

HHMMMMM mwﬁmnmm,.ﬂ E:._.mbmsa manner; they were polite and observed the

mar mzu.moHog y e H.wmmon up to a point; and they were well-dressed and

- ed, reflecting their middle-class b
: ackgrounds and aspira-
tions. The contrast bet i i one o
ween their actions and the 1

ton etw e look and tone of

o Mmﬂm%iﬂm was Em.dwmnmsﬁ enough for massive resister James J

nomm QE t to comment in the Richmond News-Leader: “Here were nrm

Hnwgm Mﬁzmnaﬁ in coats, white shirts, ties, and one of them was

g Goethe and one was taking notes from a biology text. And here,
£
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- on the sidewalk outside, was a gang of white boys come to heckle, a

ragtail rabble, slack-jawed, black-jacketed, grinning fit to Tl . ..

Eheu! It gives on¢ pause.”
ed a great deal of importance to public be-

Since southerners attach
havior and appearance, such distinctions were important in impress-

ing white opinion. TIndeed, for the first time since the early days of the
Brown decision, journalists, citizens, and even political leaders ven-
cured out to support the demonstrations. The Greensboro Daily News
editorialized, “there are many white people in the South who recog-
nize the injustice of the lunch counter system, It is based on circum-
stances which may have imade sense 100 years ago; today it hasatouch
of medievalism. It smacks of Indian “untouchables’ or Hitlerian Ger-
many’s Master Race Theories.” Florida governor LeRoy Collins fo-
cused on the illogic of the situation that the demonstratoss had illumi-
nated so well: “1don’t mind saying that if a man has a department store
and he invites the public generally to come.. .. 1 think then it is unfair
and morally wrong for him to single out one department . . . and say
he does not want or will not allow Negroes to patronize that one
department.”
Both Collins and the Greensboro editor pointed to anothex signifi-
cant aspect of sit-in demeanor. In using words such as #injustice” and
“morally wrong” to describe the lunch counter system, the governor

and the editor indicated thata moral issue was involved. White south-

erners, once they recognized it as such, must cither reconcile their

deep religious faith to anew social order or live with and explain away
the increasingly glaring contradiction between faith and reality. The
sit-ins" great contribution to the region was in forcing this confronta-
tion. As theologian James Sellers noted in 1967, the sit-in demonstra-
tions provided a swift #ypdating into reality” for many white south-
erners. Buried in the courts or on buses that whites rarely patronized,
civil rights could remain an abstract concept. Whites could be indif-
ferent to such protests. But with the sit-ins some moral squirming had
to eccur, When Fisk University student and Nashville sit-in leadexr
Diane Nash confronted Mayor Ben West with the question, “Do you
feel it's wrong to discriminate against a person solely on the basis of
race or color?” the moral absurdity of the proposition forced West from
behind the barrier of tradition: “1 couldn't agree it was morally right to
scll them merchandise and refuse them service. . .. It was a moral
guestion.” Three weeks after West’s confession on the steps of city
hall, downtown lunch counters were serving blacks. It was difficult to
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dismmi
MMMPMW Mﬁmm earnest young people (black and white] with their ap-
wﬁw o the mmmu..ub& conscience. James McBride Dabbs called the sit-i
. e mwwmﬁ Qnmﬂﬁ moment of Southern culture,” because of its m H.M
imension and its intrusion into white consciousness o
SNWG sit-ins scored other breakthroughs to white consciousnes
s 5.
. dm mozﬂuomumwm came into contact with blacks aimost exchisivel
Erm.c. servient, wmnEm_ positions, so the blacks encountered by EOMM
W m”mm HMRF reinforced the latter’s conception of an inferior race as
well as the justice and wisdom of se i
: . gregation. But the sit-in dem-
M:mﬂmﬁo.nﬁ with their books, polished manners and shoes, and busi-
SMMM mﬁﬂﬁm‘wwammmnnmm an unaccustomed picture. They Emwmbﬁma the
e southerner with another anomaly: i
y: the preconceived notion of
MM.WM” Nymnw,w odww_m to look and behave like, and the reality of the dem
1ators, In addition, the sit-ins blasted th i -
: e notion that black
content with the system of se i ot e
gregation. James A. Rogers, editor
: . . of the
Mﬂﬂmﬁwnw _m.O.._ _ﬁoﬁEw News, considered himself a Eomﬁ‘mﬁo even a
al on racial issues in the late 195058 and e ixti ;
. arly sixties. He su d
segregation, as he explained, not “bec . T b
ause I was against the bl
’ : X gainst the black, but
mwwm_um I w«mm for wEH.u -+ ; ot because I wished to keep him u“ his
wo Hnmwﬁ mm“mcmmm I Ewmw& forhim tohave every opportunity that I had
e a place for himself.” That place w. i
. as behind the color li
where, Rogers believed, there exi ot would
N e existed “no social tension” th
retard the blacks’ develo it-i Copers othomin,
pment. The sit-ins taught R i
ot etk . ogers otherwise:
generated considerable tension b i
manent second-class citizenship, Y pepetmating aper
mbHu oﬁw.ﬁ words, the sit-ins initiated the process of lifting the veil of
i MMWEQ M—SE blacks. By stepping out of stereotype and appealing to
o emn culture, nwnw had achieved notice. The demonstrators jarred
preconceptions of southern whites, and i
even if such jarri
voked rage, blacks had scored an i h  Dungar of
an important point, As Lesli
the SRC observed in 1 " : e of
961, "at least Negroes are not re i
: garded as instru-
EMM% Mwnm n.On.LmM but MM antagonists. That, in itself, is a higher status.”
acks rejoiced in their sudden materializati invi .
. : ation. As invisibles a
Mu_wmmgpmwﬁmm Mumﬁ self-respect and confidence suffered. Franklin gﬂm
ain recalled his feeling after the initjal sit-i . :
al sit-in: “I probably felt b
: ett
mrmMmemﬁrmw I've ever felt in my life. I felt as though I rm% gained HM ,
m .
il Mopﬂ Hn%ww mnm MO m.me._m@ mb&m uoﬁvouq gained it, but had developed quite M
orit.” Southern blacks had assumed
ot i, med anew character, had
and demanded a greater i i ife. T
. partin regional life. Thei
ac . 5
tions not only forced a moral conflict on whites, but altered Emoww
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self-perceptions as well. Discussing the impact of the sit-ins on blacks,
Ebony magazine analyzed the transformation: “The Negro has lost
some of his former virtues and a good many illusions. Gone is his
celebrated patience, his childlike obedience, and his colossal fear. He
has waited ninety-eight years. . . . The day he stopped being a good old
Negro was the day he became a man.”

But Ebony was premature in heralding the regeneration of the south-
ern black psyche. The demonstrators hardly represented a cross-
section of the black community and, in fact, their initial efforts re-
ceived little support and even some antagonism from traditional black
leaders. These were youngsters mainly, who faced few of the economic
burdens of their elders. A few days in jail or a name ox picture in the
newspaper did not spell financial ruin. They usually had no families to
support. Because they could accept the consequences of their actions,
they could act boldly evenina nonviolent framework. During the next
few years, students would increasingly supply the shock troops for the
army of redemption. .

In the meantime, the sit-in demonstrators helped to form a new civil
rights organization that would engage and represent this constituency.
Ella Baker, an SCLC founder, felt that neither her group nor the
NAACP could effectively harness the militant and potentially volatile
power of the youthful, urbanized sit-in demonstrators. She gathered
about two hundred youth leaders from across the South at a Youth
Leadership meeting in Raleigh in April, 1960, just as the sit-ins were
gathering momentum. Baker’s keynote address, “More Than a Ham-
burger,” stressed the importance of going beyond the lunch counter to
strike down every vestige of segregation in the South. Martin Luther
King, Jr., special guest at the meeting, then took the platform. In the
years since Montgomery, King had largely failed to shake “the apathy

and complacency of adults in the Negro community.” He recom-
mended to the gathering “some type of continuing organization” to
coordinate student protest in a nonviolent manner. His emphasis on
nonviolence chafed some of the delegates who believed that it was an
expendable tactic and had in mind a more confrontational organiza-
tion. One month later in Atlanta, Baker met with the more strident
faction to form the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

{SNCC) with Nashville’s Marion Barry (now mayor of Washington,

D.C.) as chairman, The bow to nonviolence, evident in the new organi-

zation's name, did not signify a commitment to passive 1esistance.

Even King recognized that white supremacy was inherently violent
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and that once it drew blacks into itg vortex, the fine line separating
nonviolent confrontation from violent encounter would become less
clear.

Bound for Glory: The Freedom Rides

Ironically, the first example of how fine this line was occurred not as a
result of a SNCC-sponsored action but from the resurrection of an old
tactic by James Farmer’s Chicago-based CORE. In 1947, CORE had
engineered the Journey of Reconciliation, a successful experiment in
integrated bus travel through more than two dozen cities of the Upper
South. The Journey was ahead of its time, however. The Interstate
Commerce Commission (ICC) declined to issue an order forcing the
bus companies to abide by the 1946 Supreme Court decision Morgan v,
Virginia, which banned segregated seating on interstate bus routes,
The matter rested there until 1961. Encouraged by the success of the
sit-ins as well as by renewed evidence of white support, Farmer felt the
time was right for an action encompassing the entire region rather than
the separate, local demonstrations that characterized the sit-ins, In

addition, in December, 1960, the U.S, Supreme Court had extended its
Mozrgan ruling to include segregated terminal facilities (Boynton v.

Virginia). Farmer believed that the only way to convince the federal

government to enforce that decision was to test terminal facilities all
over the South, hoping to provoke a reaction in the form of arrests or
even violence. As Farmer recalled the strategy, “we were counting on
the bigots in the South to do our work for us.*

The strategy entailed considerable danger. The Déep South, espe-
cially Alabama and Mississippi, remained a proud fortress of segrega-
tion. Both states were in the vise of political reaction, and support for
the White Citizens’ Councils and the Ku Klux Klan ran high. But,
Farmer reasoned, if the bus riders provoked a violent response, the
federal government would be certain to intervene; if the authorities in
either or both states acquiesced in integration, that would be a victory
in segregation’s heartland.

On May 4, 1961, seven blacks and six whites—youthful sit-in
demonstrators and veterans who had participated in the Journey of
Reconciliation—divided into two interracial groups and boarded a
Greyhound and a Trailways bus respectively, heading south from
Washington, D.C. The previous evening, the thirteen riders had en-
joyed a farewell Chinese dinner in the city. John Lewis, one of the
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H 4 ﬁ
young riders (now a congressman from Atlanta), called it “The Las

Supper.”

Yes, we are the Freedom Riders
And we ride a long Oamﬁuoﬁa. ;
White or black, we know no difference,

Lord, for we are Glory bound.

The road to Glory tumed out to be uneventful as %m%:mnmm SoMmMM
i lcome mat had, in fact, be
irginia and entered the Carolinas. The we . :
SHWMMMMM?W 0Old Dominion and in North Carolina as officials @Buw
wm th bus companies removed the “For Colored” and “For éwﬁnwh
m%mnm from terminal facilities. The first violence OOWERMA at M MﬁOowH o
i ina, just over the state line from Nor
Rock Hill, South Carolina, jus . n G
i the white waiting room an
lina, John Lewis attempted to enter \ R
i iblyi d to prevent his passage. Poli
white youths forcibly intervene . seued
back on the bus. There w
is and a colleague and hustled them : .
WMMMMQ incidents in South Carolina, nor in Omoﬂmwum. The ﬁHMMMWﬁMN
i . They were heartene
arrived safely in Atlanta on May 13 . .
i t of the journey lay
jon thus far, but the most difficult par urney la
MMWM Hoﬂgowm_u Alabama to their destination at Fowmobm ﬂwmwﬂmﬁmp.ﬁ
Leavin lit, the Greyhound heading
Leaving Atlanta, the two buses split, : heac |
gmﬂﬁonm Alabama, and the Trailways bus going on to WKEE%H»HM.
bbbwmnoshimm a small industrial ity that benefited ?oun_. defense Pmo -
tracts during the war and maintained a diverse industrial E.pmn Mnﬂ.
ward. The city’s population wbor..&& hundreds of new SMEM Ms,w v
als W..oB the surrounding poor hill noﬁbﬂw. Wa_ the OMMSMW& ¢ bus
i i terminal, a mob of whites surr
e oo and o ires before the police arrived to quell
i police a
hed windows and slashed tires beto : :
M_H“membmmﬁmﬁn. The bus limped out of the city on its way to meet the
ilways group in Birmingham. . .
HHMQ Emwowaoﬁmaw of Anniston, however, the ﬁ.ﬂnm ﬁmuﬁ.mwﬁmﬂwwa
groups of whites who had stalked the stricken vehicle E.Mom :r am&mm
imi i k on the bus. The riders hu
orate limits resumed their attack ; <
MMMM@ until a fire bomb broke through one of mum_uéﬁaoém mummmmww.w
i t into flames the passenger
the bus with smoke. As the bus burs passengers ot
i i ntlet of clubs and blackjacks.
D tvvan from B o led by a King aide, the Reverend
i { a caravan from Birmingham led by a .
WHHMM Mm omm.ﬁmnméo&u, who had been alerted about possible violence,
managed to spirit the riders to safety.
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B._.HM mmwwu wﬂw@wﬂ_wﬂ”nw .zun .Hnm;sﬁua contingent made its way to Bir-
Southve po n,.n.ﬁaﬁmr.\wnu had earned 4 reputation as one of the
hewod e 1 Hmm: and its most segregated, It was a raw 05\
o i mboﬁ Alabama woods in 1870, a creation of coal mum

Jron ads, and untouched by the moonlight-and-ma i
tystique that softened other urban places in the region. Its Mwmmm
. e

NMMHWMMMMH mma m%ﬂ.ﬁ the steel mills and coal mines, racja] tensions
ubbled to the surface, and ic i

wu\dnrmumm were common fare, “ _uon&@ police Eﬁ&&o and

m.HHM Mw 56, after the Alahama legislature had outlawed the NAACP
ed L. Shuttlesworth and several other black ministers formed aum,

MMWM%MM NMMM@ the Emﬂ and the H.on& police [membership overlapped)
memberred m.%mﬂmamnnmmeEmn of terror against the group and its
b ﬁw. nisters H.mno:.nm death threats over the telephone and

&0 the mail, and in December, 195 6, Shuttlesworth’s house was

WWMHESMOHMW H.HWHM 957 as he attempted to enrol] his children in an al]

& school. John Bartlow Martin rema ,

. : rked that year, “Birmi

is the worst city for race relations in the South,” HM.H ?mmﬂnwmwwm% EM»
. . ar

anMWM Mmmmﬁmﬁ bus pulled into the eerie quiet of the Birmingham

N ?

oenal M% Mother's Um.uo May 14, >Eu3ﬁuumﬁn_< forty whites, in-

cuds £ H1eW newsmen, lined the terminal bay. There were no womom.
in sight, The whites, mostly Klansmen, descended on the riders

inju C i

mb‘n_ HMM SQM Freedom Riders), After twenty minutes, the police arrived

oo mwwo Hnﬂmm»m.m Eubu. olested,. When reporters later questioned

e m%% Commissioner Eugene “Bull” Connor as to why there

O policemnen at the termin i
they e al, he replied that they were visiting
At thi i ini

Wbindi Hmb MMEH‘ the wwnbn&w administration began to take 2 greater

for oy rn @Snmm%bmm. Burke Marshall, assistant attorney general

el ooumﬁ.wm .? had mmwr.nu advised the president that he lacked the
utional authority to protect the Freedom Riders, Protection
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was the responsibility of local law enforcement agéncies. FBI agents
formed the only federal connection with the Freedom Riders as they
monitored their progress from state offices in the Deep South. The role
of the FBI, however, was strictly informational. They shared material
with the Justice Department and with the local police, who often
passed along the information to colleagues in the Klan. But the inci-
dents outside Anniston and in Birmingham made front-page headlines
and caused international embarrassment. Privately, Attorney General
Robert F. Kennedy moved to secure a pledge of cooperation from Ala-
bama governor John Patterson. The governor replied that #we can’t act
as mursemaids to agitators. ... You can’t guarantee the safety of
fools.” The attorney general, wary of a constitutional and political
confrontation, did not press the matter. The Freedom Riders, though
determined to continue their pilgrimage to Montgomery, could find no
bus willing to take them, nor could they be certain of their own safety.
The only realistic alternative was to abandon the protest and ac-
cept the Justice Departinent’s offer of a flight to New Otleans from
Birmingham.

The matter did not end there, however, Though CORE had reluc-
tantly halted the Ride, SNCC was prepared to resume it regardless of
the danger. SNCC hurriedly assembled twenty-one volunteers, and on
May 20 the group set out from Birmingham for Montgomery. President
Kennedy, hoping to avoid the debacle that occurred in Birmingham,
sent several emissaries from the Justice Department, including two
high-ranking officials in the Civil Rights Division, John Doar and John
Seigenthaler. The president believed that the federal presence would
prompt state officials to initiate security measures. Seigenthaler suc-
ceeded in extracting a pledge from Colonel Floyd Mann; director of
Alabama public safety, to protect the riders en route to Montgomery.

Initially, it appeared that the administration’s strategy was working.
An armada of buses, helicopters, and palice cruisers escorted the riders
for the two-hour journey to the state capital. When the bus neared the
city, however, the escort vanished. A sickeningly familiar quiet de-
scended as the bus made its way to the downtown terminal. It was
Saturday, a day when residents from the surrounding towns and coun-
tryside came to Montgomery to shop or merely to loiter and socialize.
People milled about the downtown, but the usual casualness was ab-
sent. There was an air of expectancy, as if the crowds had come to

witness an event.
Virginia Durr had gone downtown to shop. When she arrived in the
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area of the bus terminal, 2 noisy crowd itli
MMMMMMM MMM..MW m?.m. mmmnogmmm the cause for Mwmnwcmmwwwowﬂpwﬁw Mﬁm
N nrwﬁnm ,HHW nmam Mm they debarked from the bus mb.& begun Mo
put owwoowmam‘.mmn sight m@ﬁm:m.m her, not so much the violence but
e VmM %.ounoﬁnm 4,.39 hate. Many were familiar to her
Neighbors. mw H 0 .ﬁm up their children to “see the niggers run "
These were Mw % e Snm .s&oE she had attended church, shared Bm&.m
and it :.ﬂpmmoaom of joy and sorrow. “These were my people,” sh :
. were the people I was living a ' were
ey otz g among and they were
oh i i
cetmainal, hutiedly placed s lons disomce el et sy e
. -distance call to the a
MMoMMmHMWNM Mrm mﬂwbm” “A bunch of men led by a guy MMWMMWMM%WM
face are bea wﬂom t em Epn passengers). There are no cops. It's wo_i‘c_mw
There's not o@ﬁﬁ sight, H.now.rw are yelling, ‘Get ‘em, get ‘em.’ Him.
awle .. colleague John Seigenthaler had gone out into the st
fo: mmn two women knocked to the ground by the mob. As he tri anﬁ
EM %o M mMH Mmﬁwﬂwmnmm@mwmaonw om._ whites grabbed him E& beat EBn.EHM
. ay on the pavement for twenty- i
WMMMMM MMmMB_qumbow arrived. Montgomery coBEp.mwMM%M‘nOMDWMMM
safety | Emwﬂm«mmmﬁwww explained m.:w delay in coming to Seigen-
thaler's aid moﬁm,uw ite ambulance in town reported their vehicles
The nation was shocked, ftuti
viously criticized the mamoaMWnMMHHMOM,MMMHM Mw%gmw _pm&. ur.
nals condemning the violence in Alabama: “If the poli  representing
Mum people, refuse to intervene when a Embl%bhnwmﬂvaﬂmwﬂzm
Fﬂmﬂﬂ Mm ﬁwmwmwnawbm of an Arnerican city, then this is DOMM uMwM
pnda r ajungle. Hro.mmaubnaw administration nolonger placed
n phone calls and monitors to secure the peace, and th :
general dispatched four hundred U.S. marshals to g,oE pon oo
MWMM _HWM mmww_ww of the Freedoin Riders as they began the mMmH MMMMM MTMM
goubled o_z o M._M mwmhﬂMMMmﬁmzwmﬂmmww?. wcn Alabama National
! : accompanied the riders; i
WMM EMMMMHMHE %HEM&& an additional escort. At the EMMN%MWHMMHH
in wq tational ﬁwmaw smen flanked the road, their guns pointing into
wEuHonﬂ.p As Mb %m approached Jackson a woman broke into an
Jmpromptu $o m\. 2 soon the other riders joined her in a collectiv
ension: “Hallelujah, I'm a-travelin’; Hallelujah, ain‘t it mbmw

r

H - .
allelujah, I'm a-travelin’ down freedom’s rnain line.” When the gro
. up
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police arrested them, but there was no violence—

arrived in Jackson,
al and Senator East-

part of an arrangement between the attorney gener

land. The Freedom Ride was over.
Four months later, the ICC issued an order integrating interstate

carriers and terminal facilities. The Freedom Riders had achieved their
goal. But just as the sit-ins held implications heyond the immediate
objective, the journey through the Deep South changed perceptions
and responses as well. The rides had demonstrated to a national au-
dience that beneath the gentility of southern society lay the raw edge
of violence. The rides captured national attention and by doing so drew
the Kennedy administration into a more active participation in the

civil rights struggle.
to be sure. President Kennedy hadwona

Tt was a reluctant entrance,
narrow victory the previous November. Without an electoral mandate,
ent, and he needed the

he faced a Congress more tikely to be independ
assistance of powerful southerners who controlled key committees.
He relied heavily, for example, on the advice of Senate Judiciary Com-
imittee head Eastland for appointment recommendations to the federal
judiciary. The result was a series of disastrous nominations earlyin the
administration that clogged the civil rights process at the district
court level for at least the next half decade. One such appointment,
W. Harold Cox of Mississippi’s Southern District, referred to black
litigants as “niggers” or #chimpanzees.” Another Mississippi judicial
appointee, Ben Cameron, offered this rationale: “It is the universal
conviction of the people . . . that the judges who function in this cir-
cuit should render justice in jndividual cases againsta background of,
and as interpreters of, the ethos of the people whose servants they are.”
But as the political fallout from the violence in Alabama descended on

the White House, the administration’s economic and foreign policy
hed in importance and with them the

initiatives suddenly diminis
courting of key southern legislators. Though the administration would

not assume the activist role that civil rights leaders hoped for, it would
use its prestige and weight more often on behalf of their cause over the
next two yeais.

The Freedom Rides had internal as well as external consequences
for the growing civil rights movement. Specifically, it thrust SNCC
into the forefront of the civil rights organizations operating in the
South. The doctrines of love and nonviolence seemed less relevant
alongside the pictures of violence and terror that accompanied the
Freedom Rides, Though the stoicism and courage of the victims
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rﬂmr.ﬁmuaa national revulsion, some of SNCC
the wisdom of continuing to tu

and the SCLC, CORE, and the NAACP.,

H
Wi

Fi )
n uwpumﬁ because the Freedom Rides were aregion-wide protest, th,

ouched more white southermners than did previou ons
The extensive national news coverage and the act

southerners, the invasion was a new call to battle.

!

§6,000. Prosperity h
terized race relations
for example, had defied an™}
and bus terminals and th,

tes

m.ZOQ which had be

sin

tually adults joing

_umww Moveme: was at this point that Kinl3xdved

. %ﬂ m&rmu #s ready for King. Police Chief gy Pritchett had
m: .HM. philosophy and had learned about the' Hgtional impact
of viole, om the Preedom Rides. He was determined ) oid such

Gerl

ith growing support from Washington, the increasing

Mind over Matter: The Albany Movement

)

£s to speak out on the more egregious examp
and &.un growing confidence of blacks
Em.m important to expand the objec
5 in mind, he accepted an inv

ted that resolve. T
the area cot

ce the summe

in Albany. As Pritchett put it, Albany “can’t ¢

T any oﬂ.roa ‘nigget’ organization to take oyer this tow

emonstrations.” To this end, he intended to respond to K

mmm.ﬁn by not responding at all, or by responding in such a way as
€ any impact of that pressure beyond the borders of the city

s members question,
ed
i the other cheek, A i
fhew el A confrontation
ewing between the younger and more militant members of SN Nuqmm
’

5 amsuoumﬁmaonm.

ions of th i
ouse seemed to place the South under a magnifying glass Hﬂwﬁﬁm
. ew

4s not an attractive one and etched itself in the minds of so i
leaders as blacks in their own communities beg e wate
than token integration, For other whites
specter of outside invaders in a way that Hw

an to press for more
the rides conjured up the
e sit-ins did not. For those

1801€5S of
of white su-
irtin Luther King
 of the demonstra-
on from a coalition of
fplNovember, 1961. Albany
fFcenter for southern Georgia
t during the previous decade to

nobilized the black comimunity.
cting voter registration drives

afid helped to form the Al
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itchett contacted county officials within a one-hundred-mile radj

hany and secured their cooperationin using theirjails tohou
Nands of protesters that the demonstrations would draw.
insisted on fair treatment for the prisoners and pr
ties along to ensure their safety. In this way, Pritg
resort to ¥ass arrests without fear of overextending his
the polite indling of the demonstrators would defu
hprecaution, the chief gave a course g

ptlities, and
radverse pub-
onviolence for

licity. As a fin

his officers.

The strategy ed. Demonstrators went tgffrison by the thou-
gands and suffered time, expense, and oc nally loss of employ-
ment. Pritchett was @hreful to charge them #ith breach of the peace
and unlawful assembly@ather than with viglition of the city’s segrega-

itigation. Black and white
protest plans, and political

tion ordinances, which
informants kept the polic
eaders gave him free rein tog
tions lasted from November,
plished nothing while the cit
“[We thought] we could fill up
explained in a post-mortem

the summer of 1963 and accom-
isted in its refusal to negotiate.
ails,” SNCC worker Bill Hansen
n out of people before [Chief

In the meantime, Pritc
attorney general wired b
{and thus, incidenta
vention). An Atlan

for maintaining the peace
histration to avoid inter-
Albany’s police chief
b but throughout the
nethod of quelling
ght-after consul-
SCLC official
ett’s conduct:

lewspaper declared tH
was now “widely 5 wn—not only in the Soi
world—as a stal Y itt cxponent of the nonviole
integrationist upffsings.” And Pritchett became a
tant to police dfpartments in other southern cities. X
Wyatt Tee Witlker had a different appraisal of Pritc
“Pritchett .\ non-brutal, not non-violent . . . segregatig is not non-
violent.” Whderneath his calm, disciplined exterior, Chikf Pritchett
was as sgfunch a defender of white supremacy as the 0o ,./%..EHE
.. As he stated matter-of-factly to SNCC leader Charleg Sher-
rod, 4 just a matter of mind over matter. [ don’t mind, and youdpn't
g’s failure in Albany resulted from a number of factors. The n.H/.
ocated in a predominantly rural area of Georgia little influenced
e currents of black protest, and white residents were not inclined
to negotiate, They saw the fact that King brought numerous protesters
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a partial accommodation to black demands. The cities

g societies, girded against
nstrated), and successful in

had twg, you either capitulated absolutely and compHd or
you Begame a rebel, a complete outlaw.” It was unlikely that segregh
tion would fall from within.

The Battle for Birmingham

"We've got to have a crisis to bargain with,” SCLC official Wyatt Tee
Walker advised Martin Luther King, Jr., late in 1962. The Albany expe-
rience had weakened the SCLC as well as King’s credibility as a leader,
King was wrestling with another bout of uncertainty, and when the
Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth asked him to come to Birmingham, he
hesitated. If Albany would not yield, could Birmingham be broken?
Shuttlesworth persisted, and King relented, half-j oking with colleague
Andy Young, “You better let me know what kind of eulogy you want.”
He understood, as did everyone else in the SCLC, that Birmingham’s
Public Safety commissioner Eugene “Bull” Connor was not likely to
effect the intellectual approach to black demonstrators adopted by
Laurie Pritchett.

But Connor’s intransigence could also provide an opportunity for the
SCLC. If he reprised his Freedom Ride role and created a national
spectacle, Birmingham’s blacks would have a national audience for
their moral drama. Appropriately, the SCLC called its Birmingham
campaign “Project C” (C for Confrontation). King planned a series of
demonstrations for the city beginning in early April to coincide with
the Easter shopping season. The objectives were not only to integrate
all public facilities in Birmingham, but also to guarantee employment
opportunities for blacks in downtown businesses, desegregate the
schools, improve the quality and level of services in black neighbor-
hoods, and provide low-income housing. The wide-ranging goals were
calculated to elicit a sharp response from the South’s most impene-
trable fortress of segregation.

: May, 1961, however. T
il

. pusinessmen formed the bir

" dernands without disrupting e

The Crusade Against Segregation I35

te in Birmingham had changed since the Freedom mﬁmﬁm of
he violence of that episode and the ensuing

had roused the business leadership to action.
cial dialogue and prevent further violence,
acial Committee of 100 in the fall of 1961

d discussed a modest plan for school desegregation as well as the
. tion of city parks. When the businessmen presented nrw Hmﬁ.ﬁ
Eﬁmmum& to the city commission {the main governing body in w.ﬁ.
?n@mom.ﬁd consisting of three elected commissioners), the commis-
Mm.wwmum angrily rejected it and in Ebﬁmﬂ: I 962, n*omﬁ@ the wﬂwm.mdww

leaders felt that their only remaining option in .mmﬁm ing bla
o conomic development objectives was to
elect more conciliatory public officials. To this ob.m, mwm% mcnoM&mM HM._
putting a referendum on the ballot to change the city’s om_w_ of gov "
ment to a mayor-council system. The referendum won by a m&nmg ’
margin, and an election to choose a pew government was ,..umwn oﬂn ¢
end of March, 1963. In that election, Albert Boutwell, a racial H.BoH €
ate, won out over Eugene #Byll” Connor for mayor. A new political era
imminent in Birmingham. .
mnoﬂﬂmwwﬁwﬁ%a board scarcely had time to certify the Hw.mzwa érmu_ w:wm
launched his demonstrations on April 3. wwm.ow. and A.iﬁmm leaders H% ﬁvm
community, as well as the Kennedy maﬁbwmnmﬁwop had urged the
SCLC to postpone its campaign, at least d.b.n; the new .moﬁgbumﬂﬁ Emw
installed on April 15. Guided by the feeling that no ﬁm.bn was a “goo
time” for these protests, King proceeded. In the Emmdﬂﬁﬂ the moHMuMH
city government challenged the legality of the election and refused to

vacate its offices. So Birmingham had two city governments, two
hts demonstrations as the Easter shop-

mayors, and massive civil rig . : .
Ebw season approached. Connor remained in charge of the police and
fire departments until the government tangle could be resolved. The

business leaders, fearing a public backlash that would mwmw _&ﬂ..”n wo_mww-
cal plans, were not in a position to Hmm.or an mmﬁnmﬁgﬁ with King. n._
April 11, the city secured an injunction aganst further amEob.mMB
tions. King ignored the court order and was arrested on Oon.& H..M mwm
April 12. Just as in Montgomery, local politics was Emﬁmm asigni .nﬂd
role in deciding the nature and the outcome of an unfolding civil rights

The clima

ational embarrassment
[n order to generate interra

drama. .
King's arrest was not particularly noteworthy; it had happened

times before. While in prison over that Easter weekend, w9.z.
respond to an open letter from Bir-
ded and criticized him for the demon-

many i
ever, King found the time to

ningham’s white clergy that chi
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strations. The clergymen had charged that King was an outsides v,
had no business

in the city. In addition, his demonstrations Were yy
timely, demanding too much too scon. The clergymen were also ¢y,
cerned that King was encouraging the breaking of la
so-called nonviolent tactics would
cordingly, they felt that Kingwas an extremist who was disry
orderly evolution of race relations in the city.
Writing with a stubby pencil along the mar
Times page on which the letter appeared, Kin
able document that encapsulated the essenc
losophy. To the charge of being an
in Birmingham because injustice is
eighth century s.c. left their villages
Lord’ far beyond the boundaries of their home towns, ... s
compelled to carry the gospel of freedom beyond nmyownhome town_»
When the clergymen counseled patience, King replied:

We have waited for more than 340 years for our constitutional and God-
givenrights, . . . Perhaps it is easy for thase who have never felt ¢

darts of segregation to say, “Wait.” But when you have seen vi
Iynch your mothers and fathers at

lead to considerable violence, p

outside agitator,” he Wrote,
here. Just as the prophets

he stinging
cious mobs

will and drown your sisters and brothers
at whim; when you have seen hate-filled policemen curse, kick, and even

kill your black brothers and sisters; when you see the vast majority of your
twenty million Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in
the midst of an affluent society; when you suddenly find your tongue
twisted and your speech Stammering as you seek to explain to your six-year-
old daughter why she can’t go to the public amusement park . .. and see
tears welling up in her eyes . . |, ; when you take 4 cross-country drive and
find it necessary to sleep night after night in the uncomfortable corners of
your automobile because no motel will accept you; . . . when your first
name becomes “nigger,” your middle name becomes “boy” . . . and your
last name becomes “Tohn," and your wife and mother are never given the
respected title “Mrs.”; . . . when you are forever fighting a degenerating
sense of “nobodiness”—then you will understand why we find it difficult to

wait,
This catalogue of life under se
articulation of that life and its sh
educative function of his work,
lecture in many respects. Thou

gregation was remarkable for both its
arp tone. King believed strongly in the
and his reply to the clergymen was a

gh some younger blacks questioned
Kirng’s intensity, he was never fearful of asserting his demands force-

fully. Persistent pressure was a key principle of nonviolence,
In addressing the charge that he engaged in illegal actions, King
made the distinction between just laws and unjust laws, and labeled

ws and Emﬁ H.Em

Pting the

gins of the New York
£’'s reply was a Temark.
e of his nonviolen¢ phi-
.-.xH mHHH
of the
and carried their “thus saith the

0 am |
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i inful heologian
: tion an unjust law because it was s . ma‘MﬂoﬁmMmM ﬁmmmﬂcb
egd hat “sin was separation.” King asked, "Is not gasion
ul T an's tragic separation, his awiu

i i xpression of m ion that
€ mﬁmwﬁ mrH.HM mﬁﬂaign sinfulness?” As for the related question
ek
angement,

i i t provoking violence, King

i llega m@uuoumﬁmﬂwpﬁww MMMM WMMMMMMOMH mezx this like oobmnH.E-
sio phrssel b Hmmvonﬁp.pca God-consciousness and ﬁﬁ«-onwwubw
o8 ?.mcm _uonmwcmwm EmE precipitated the evil act of cﬂ_ﬁmﬁouu.b waM
e nw., s within a Christian context, King hoped not o m% :

._Hmuﬁ..nm e Hmm - men of the righteousness of his cause, but to dem
ncnibom WWM MMM% perspective was outside that context. harso of

obmﬂ.mﬂw - biective was evident in King's response to thec \w t °
i .Fﬁna% Hﬂ he reminded the clergymen that .wﬂ ,#ooa. :m oM
e of two oy ing forces in the Negro community. One 1s a for p
iddle o toro Sepost ‘mum other force is one of bitterness and hatred,

of complacency. . . # King presented

d it comes perilously close to advocating violence. o
b . the best alternative for peaceful change, but e n
. ﬂawwﬂmm “extremist” altogether. The nnn.mmou for chwﬁ Ma%m net
‘ w%ﬁmﬁrmﬂ we will be oﬁnmhﬂmwm\ UEHMWJHOM_MW m MMMHM%MEH s
o Aﬁm e be MMMMWMHM% MOHMMMM truth, and goodness, ..Bum ﬁrMHMWM
Orwmmn_u.crwﬂwm environment. Perhaps the South, the nation, an
" ) di i ists.”
ioH.E e &HMMMMQ MMMMMMMMMMMMMMWPEn role of the s&.#.n o_pE.Mr
i e mNmMmem in Mwm nine years since the Brown mwﬁmuo.b. .Wma
o mowm._ nmﬁw church as a positive moral force during this d a
g d p Nqooﬁ.mn troubled some whites as well. The wnﬁﬂonua
e Fiatne of Z%MWE Park Baptist Church in OH&O.HQ _.mEMwu %
Oﬁ_ﬁmwguﬂnw social revohition under way, and Baptists in Mgw
Mwmﬁ Wm.”% have had precious little to do Sﬁrmﬁ oﬂmﬁwﬂ MMWMMMWMR&,

ot, as novelist wa

o nrm:Hmmwu.ﬂpﬁﬂwwowwwmwﬂmmﬁwm wﬁmno-o_ﬁmmamb ethic [because]
Cbri e W a sort has already won.” The wonmH.s was to Qﬁmm
ng_ﬂww%wm its congregants to a more expansive M@S of MMH»M mﬁwnm

. i igti ial and political structure.
e \hnmwoﬁwﬂnwmww_m“%mwwmmw Fwwa numerous monﬂrmﬁ_
s&.o.éocwa H%M.mmmmﬁomwmr their worshipers to comply :aﬁaﬂﬂ M
Hmrmﬂocm. nmm ision because it is the Iaw,” King wrote, “but I hav
o & hoat hite ministers declare: ‘Follow this decree _umnw:mm
H.oﬂmmmn_“_% .HH mMMBﬂ% right and because the Negro is yout brother.
integ
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struggle to rid our nation of racial and economic injustice, Thave heayg .
many ministers say: ‘Those are social issues with which the gospe] hag

no real concern.’” King warned that “if today’s church does not recap.
ture the sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will lose its auther.
ticity, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be dismissed as an irrelevang
social club with no meaning for the twentieth century.”

But even if the white church remained on the sidelines, King was

optimistic that the objectives of his crusade would be fulfilled, 1
invited the clergymen to be a part of that future, to look beyond the
confrontation of the moment to see the emergence of a new South,
“One day,” King concluded, “the South will know that when thege
disinherited children of God sat down at lunch counters, they were in
reality standing up for what is best in the American dream and for the
most sacred values in our Judeo-Christian heritage, thereby bringing
our nation back to those great wells of democracy which were dug deep
by the founding fathers in their formulation of the Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence.” If, as King implied, we need as a
region and a nation to be reminded of our founding constitutional and
religious principles, then the recognition of black civil rights would he
the fulfillment of that reminder,

As King walked out of prison a week later on April 20, he understood
the arduous task confronting him and his people. His “Letter from
Birmingham Jail,# eloquent as it was, would not open the restaurants,
theaters, parks, playgrounds, and city hall for blacks. That victory had
to be won in the streets, The demonstrations tesumed, but city leaders
remained unperturbed, and Birmingham disappeared as a major story
in the national media, “Bul}” Connor’s police force was showing re-
markable restraint—perhaps Albany’s Laurie Pritchett had taught him
something. If so, then another failure was in the offing, and King and
black southemers could not afford that,

It would be necessary to lure the police into violence. For all of
King’s advocacy of nonviolence, he recognized the value and efficacy of
a violent response of the type seen in Little Rock, New Orleans, and
the Freedom Rides. Open conflict would bring in the federal govern-
ment and thus ensure the fulfillment of the protest’s objectives. Vig-
lence was also cleansing, a means to grace and hence to individual and
regional redemption. As writer Flannery O'Connor noted in 1963, “1

i i ely capable
have ?suh%rﬁ%%“wmm“wmﬁmﬂmwn No mwnm? their moment of gracc.
fers t0 1¢ e Mam 50 hard that almost nothing else will do the Som.a.
the’ e considered this a “Christian view of the world,” and, in-
O\noubom_u‘ s night-long wrestling match in the Old Testament Rm:wmm
mmmm., ?Mocuow:mmob with God. King concurred in this view as we m
wﬂ;wMM can be no remission of sin,” he wrote, “without the shedding o
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of returning my charac-

blood.”

violence was cleansing for blacks as well. As victims, they would be
per deemers. For those who understandably feared the ooumw@ﬁn:Mm.m
awa MMHmboo King admonished, “if a man hasn’t found something to die
o1V 't

"for, he isn’t it to live.” Although this scemed like small solace in the
“for,

face of the reality of injury and even death, southern blacks were
ac : .
deeply religious and, as King reminded them, o
We are gravely mistaken to think that religion Eoﬁmonm ﬂm WQM nwmcmwwm Hm
i ife i horia of unalloyed co
ortal existence. Lif¢ is not a eupho
”MNMWSMMMM ease. Christianity has always insisted that nrmmn Scmw Mnn Mwmmn
ear. To be a Christian one must take up hi A
Dl 5..”\ < diffioultics d izing and tension-packed content, and
with all of its difficulties an agonizing packe e, and
i i ts mark upon us and redeems
carry it until that very cross leavesi :
BM.M excellent way which comes only through suffering,

Bearing the cross placed blacks and their cause on M E%W «bowﬂ M%M%M
in the evangelical South. They were the army of God secking to .
eople and a region. A
’ H..H.WMH was an earlier army of God that had sough ption &
well. The Confederates faced equally long o&m as they .mEMH Mm ou.
Charging twenty deep at Cold Harbor, they pinned mw.:.wn a .mmmm s on
their backs so they could be identified after the G.Eo.m artil de Lore
them to shreds. So it was a century later, only Em time wit lack
children entering the maelstrom in the _u.mﬂam of wpﬁswmwﬁ Hu for
the South. It was a calculated risk by King to use schoole N € o
capture the imagination of the nation and, hoping mmﬂbm.ﬁn_ o%_w_mow
wrath of “Bull” Connor. On Thursday, May 2, seven EW re e
youngsters gathered at the Sixteenth MMnow m.MMMMW MWMMM&._@MMM owum
t to meet Connor’s men. 'They exy

MMMWMMNH@EW freedom songs and chanting slogans. As n.rmw WMM@WHMM
pray, Connor’s men, obviously unsure of what was WM@meMmﬁ 8 M w
waded in and arrested the marchers, wholaughed and sang their way

iting patrol wagons. .
?Mﬁ”mw m%m children’s crusade was the lead story on the six o’clock

t redemption as
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news and in newspapers across the country, King realized that the
continued restraint shown by the police would eventually cause publie
interest to wane. The following day, another one thousand school-
children gathered at the church and again marched out into the down.-
town area. This time, Connor was prepared with a strategy of his own,
His men barred the exits from the church, trapping roughly one-half of
the demonstrators inside. Another contingent of police pursued those
who had left the church across the street to Kelly Ingram Park, where
they loosed their German shepherd dogs on the children and beat dem-
onstrators and onlookers alike. When adults in the park tried to ward
off the attacking police with bricks and bottles, Connor ordered the
firemen to turn their high-pressure hoses on the crowd. The sudden
thrust of water knocked people to the ground, ripped off their clothes,
and sent children skittering down the street, King had his spectacle.
Responding to an aroused public opinion, the Kennedy administra-
tion urged a negotiated settlement. Business leaders announced that
they were prepared to compromise, but in fact the new, urgent negotia-
tions went nowhere. On May 6, King took to the streets with his
children again, and Connor obliged by repeating the scene of May 3. An
even more extensive demonstration occurred the following day, com-
pletely disrupting downtown rush-hour traffic and business. Again,
Connor turned loose his dogs and hoses. But blacks were no longer
resisting passively. The Reverend James Bevel, a King aide, had to grab
a police bullhorn to dissuade angered blacks from retaliating during
one of Connor’s assaults the previous week. By the 6th, Bevel could
no longer contain black frustration, and sporadic fighting erupted
throughout the downtown area between whites and blacks. Con-
fronted with the possibility of race war on their doorstep, business
leaders resumed negotiations on May 7 and reached an accord with the
SCLC three days later. The settlement included the removal of segre-
gation signs, the desegregation of lunch counters, promises to employ
blacks in downtown stores, and a sixty-day moratorium on demonstra-
tions,

But Connor and state political leaders denounced the agreement.
Robert Shelton, Grand Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan, declared that the
businessmen had no authority to reach an agreement. He warned that
"Martin Luther King’s epitaph is written here in Bitmingham.” A few
hours later, two dynamite bombs severely damaged the home of King’s
brother, the Reverend A. D. King, though there were no injuries, and a
bomb exploded at SCLC headquarters in the city. Blacks streamed into
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emen arriving at the scene. King

olice and fir
e et e that order was restored, The

hurriedly returned from >SE.§M Wo ensure
rd held. Birmingham had fallen. . o .
mnmmm southern blacks, the Birmingham victory was inspirational

) m.
They were no longer content with token gains; they went after segres

i frmingham
tion with a new resolve. Within three months om.ﬁw.w wﬁﬁﬂﬂ% »
agreement eight hundred boycotts, marches, and mwﬂammono o

, Within five mo s

it across the South. Within
o hundred cities and towns \ | -
MMQ southern communities had desegregated their public accommo

dations. As historian Harvard Sitkoff observed, “more racial change

ame in these few months than had occurred in %Hn@.@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ %m M
MmEE.Q » In addition, Birmingham had enlarged ﬁWoaooém oH ’ WM
. i it-i peale -
ici King and the sit-in movement had ap
participants. Both remen e the
i i - ks. The brutality ot Birmin
marily to middle class blac ax n and e
i i tical black underclass.
cess there drew in the cynical or apoli :
MMMm_omEmﬂﬂ both ensured fresh troops for the coming g&%ﬂ _MNM
threatened the concept of nonviolence as the foundation o

B ght to reap the benefits of his victory in

In the meantime, King sou .
Birmingham at the federal level. Recently released White House tapes

i tive role in local dem-
indi hat President Kennedy took a more ac -
o gham. For example, in June, 1963, he tele

onstrations after Birmin xar 3 he i
n. Mississippi, to secure an agree
phoned the mayor of Jackson, PPy, Bt

the mayor to hire blacks for city jobs, including the po

same month, the president addressed a national television audience on
+

nfronted primarily witha moral issue

. . T co
the civil rights issue: “We are : sue
as old as the scriptures and . . - as clear as the American Constitu

tion.” By using the rhetoric of the movement Eunwvﬁ MHMJSMWMW MWM WMW
. i i ion, Kennedy helped to -

to more than a question of integration, 5 helpe x -

i ivil rights legislation. The prest
tional tone that would spur federal cf . e pres
i i -hoo h to dealing with civi

dent was convinced that his ad-hoc approach t ng

rights was both time-consuming and mHmﬂ.mH with wm&ﬁn& HMWM%MM“

Federal legislation mandating the integration of public E.umo -

tions in all southem cities would lighten his burden considerably.

Let Freedom Ring:

The March on Washington

, . . .n
In order to hasten that legisiation, King began to prepare for a massiv

march on Washington in August, 1963, King's objective was to stage a

peaceful lobbying event that would capture the magination of the
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American people and their leaders by appealin
ideals. The sporadic violence of blacks in Biy

two groups whose support was essential for the passage of civil rights
legislation. King took care to instryct southern blacks on Proper be.
havior in the nation’s capital—not to litter, not to be loud and bojg.
terous, and to dressg comfortably but properly. The SCLC leader also
secured the participation of predominantly whi
antee an interracial audience. He urged prospective speakers to soft.
pedal economic grievances. The march would be a conservative dem.
onstration for the application of constitutional rights to blacks,

The crowd that assempbled in front of the Lincoln Memorial on Au-
Bust 28, 1963, exceeded the most optimistic
More than two hundred thousand people gathered in the sweltering
sumimner heat of Washington to petition Congress to enact civil rights
legislation. Even after several hours of listening to Peter, Paul, and
Mary, Bob Dylan, and black gospel singer Mahalia Jackson, as well ag
to numerous speeches and introductions, the crowd remained good-
natured, if increasingly less attentive. Then it was King’s turn.

His baief {fifteen minutes| comments were drawn from speeches he
had delivered earlier in his career but tailored for this event. He re-
viewed briefly and in general terms the second-class nature of black
life in America, But he believed that in the near future, Americans in
all regions and of all colors would recognize the justice of the black
protest and that all citizens would live together in interracial har-
mony. In his deliberate southern preacher’s cadence, he declared, “1
have a dream todayt I have a dream that one day down in Alabama- -
with its vicious racists . . . one day right there in Alabama, little black
boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and
white girls as sisters and brothers.” And placing that theme in a famil-
iarreligious context: “Thavea dream today! Thave a dream thatone day
‘every valley shall be exalted and every hill and mountain shall be

madelow . . . and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together.’” He concluded with a stirring declaration: “And
when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village
and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to
speed up that day when all God's children, black men and white men,
Jews and gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands
and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual; ‘Free at last. Free at
last. Thank God Almighty, we are free at lagt.’”
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community’s image.” The following day, Morgan spoke before the al]-
white Young Men’s Business Club, Barely containing his anger ang
shame, he admonished the members not to waste their energy wonder-
ing who did it. That was the simple part. “The ‘who,”” Morgan offered
"is every little individual who talks about the ‘miggers’ and spreads the
seeds of his hate to his neighbor and his son. . .. The ‘who is every
governor who ever shouted for lawlessness and became a law violator,
.. Who is really guilty? Each of us. Bach citizen who has not con-
sciously attempted to bring about peaceful compliance . . . ; each citj-
zen who has ever said, ‘They ought to kill that nigger.’ Every person in
this coremunity who has in any way contributed to the popularity of
hatred is at least as guilty, or more so, as the demented fool who threw
that bomb.”

Federal legislation would not absolve such collective complicity in
the tragedy of white supremacy, but at least it would remove the bur-
den from both whites and blacks of having to maintain a degrading
component of that system, segregation. In his eulogy for the four girls,
King promised that “unmerited suffering is redemptive.” He called on
the mourners “not to loge faith in our white brothers, Somehow we
must believe that even the most misguided among them can learn to
respect the dignity and worth of all human personalities,” To many
blacks this seemed to be a one-sided appeal, The taking of victims,
especially victims so young and in a church as well, was a test almost
beyond endurance. Yet the peace held. And King used the forbearance
and the church bombing to warn President Kennedy that unless legis-

lation moved forward, “thereisa danger we will face the worst race riot
we've ever seen.”

¢

Segregation Falls: The South Lives On

Ironically, the assassination of Kennedy sped that legislation. His suc-
cessor in the White House, Lyndon B. Johnson, had become one of the
most influential senators during his years in that body. He knew the
legislative process well and, as a southerner, he had a better chance of
modifying the obstreperous behavior of powerful southern senators. In
addition, Johnson scught to reassure the supporters of the martyred
president that he would not abandon Kennedy’s legislative agenda
regardless of his own regional affiliation. Just fve days after he took
office, Johnson declared to the nation, “no memorial oration or eulogy
could more eloquently honor President Kennedy’s memory than the
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earliest possible passage of the civil xights bill for égnr w% modwww WMM
lked long enough in this country about w@ﬁ& rights. We
_MMMAMMNOH 100 years or more. It is now time to write the next chapter—
ite it i f law.”
E.MMM WMMHMM“@WM&MMOWM% voted for the first ime in its E.mﬁcww to
i e cloture—a procedure that cuts off debate on 2 measure before
e with the southern filibuster thus ended, the Senate passed
e wom& M.OQW Rights Act, which the president signed Eﬁw law on ?.S«
™ H% aos hoped that the measure would “close the muz.bmm.om 59.&
. Mo ﬂw The major features of the act prohibited segregation in public
P odations (hotels, restaurants, theaters, and parks, for example)
mnMo%ymﬂun%mﬂoQ application of voter-registration procedures. It cre-
MM& mHn Equal Employment Opportunity Commission to ﬂbmcmw equal
treatment in hiring, and authorized the mggn_bu..wh"m 8&4&.&& mM MH
withhold federal funds from public programs practicing moﬁm_uﬂmﬁ M a
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not require employers to redress racial imbalances _Mp. wa mu w ane
that it would not change the attitudes of southern w ﬁmm o mwm w rﬁ.
Yet the law’s impact on the South was remarkably sw ﬁ.= M ﬂ mBM
segregated facilities opened to blacks. Andrew %oc,sw Hoow M ﬂwm n:nrn
ing to a St. Augustine motel five days after the act’s passage. st the
previous week, a waitress had poured hot coffee over %oc.m_mﬁw his
group, who were seeking service in the Eommw Hmmnmﬁmﬂ‘ an » .M M =
ager had laced the swimming pool with hydrochloric mEn j ot o
Young prepared to wade in. “We Snﬁ._umnw to that mmEM res mﬁm om.
Young related, “and those people were just a..<ow&nHmE. .H ey ﬁHMM Mn ;
ogetic. They said, "we were just afraid of _oﬂn.m our _uﬂm_mbn,mm. M o
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attempt to avoid prison, the practice of integration was .BOHM :Hmom-
tant for the time being than the attitudes of mo.n_&m.nu éw.:mm.. nmﬂom y
tion and the demeaning and inferior cou&_.:ou in .EHOW it p mnMH
blacks reinforced white perceptions of Ema.w EmmH.EEQ. .H. e HmEMMH-
of segregation—more positively, the Em.nﬂom OM.EM@mnmﬁoﬂmm”wﬁué
cut a major justification for that perception. Attitudes .ém._w o mmbﬂ.
As Ralph McGill argued, “there was ... a great prejudi e % inst
women being allowed to vote. . . . homum._mﬁow at last m:_m_uwm d m. e
end of this discrimination saw the decline of the prejudice.” By
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mﬁonmonmﬁmﬁmeEmrmHm.anm_ﬁwom mumacﬂnmxcmamm
w, sexual primitivism,” as one critic put it. The style and the
themes were black, a fact even more apparent by the mid-1950s with
ihe emEIgence of Blvis Presley from Tupelo, Mississippi, and Buddy
Holly from Lubbock, Texas. As Presley described his music to Char-
jotte Observer columnist Kays Gary in 1956, “the Colored foiks been
singing it and playingitjust like 'm doin’ now, . . . for more years than
[ know. They played it like that in the shanties and in theirjuke joints,
and nobody paid it no mind ‘til T goose it up. I got it from them.”
The success of Presley and Holly opened up white markets and air-
' waves to southern black performers. Chuck Berry, Fats Domino, and
Richard Penniman (Little Richard) led the integration of southern mu-
sic. Like Presley, they were openly defiant on stage; their movements,
their attire (Little Richard favored zoot suits, white shoes, and a six-
inch-high pompadour), and their music shoclked white adults as they
delighted white teenagers, It was not surprising that segregationist
groups tried to ban such music from the radio and the concert stage,
and cited the NAACP “as the evil force behind rock '’ roll.” The
Alabama White Citizens’ Councils went so far as to set up a committee
#to do away with this vulgar, animalistic, nigger rock & roll bop.”
Needless to say, they received little cooperation from the state’s white

hiis BYT

teenagers.

In addition, the excesses engendered by the Freedom Rides and the
Birmingham demonstrations revulsed most white southerners, regard-
less of their feelings of the moment on the appropriateness of demon-
strations. As Walker Percy observed, “after a while the ordinary citizen
gets sick and tired of the climate of violence and of the odor of disgrace

which hangs over his region.” Most important, the rhetoric of black
leaders, especially of Martin Luther King, and the actions of the black
demonstrators not only forced whites to recognize the visibility of
blacks, but touched their consciences as well. It brought to the surface
feelings they may have harbored for quite some time. As Ralph McGill
noted in 1061, “all Southerners, save the most obtuse and insensitive,
have long carried a private weight of guilt about the inequities of segre-
gation.” The religious framework of the movement and its appeal to
constitutional ideals pushed that private weight to the surface.
McGill was saying what King and his colleagues had been articulat-
ing since Montgomery: that the southern white was not inherently
evil, but rather bound by a culture that had constrained his natural
instincts for good. The civil rights demonstrations loosened those cul-
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tural shackles by revealing that southernness—religious faith, place
past, and manners—was not identical with white demanw or mm
least with segregation. Southern blacks used these cultural elements
not cynically but because they were southerners, and they touched
white souls as a result. Even if whites could not bring themselves to
embrace integration mentally, their awareness and guilt over seeing a
mirror image of themselves in the black protesters minimized re-
sistance to the law. Eventually they would come to feel good about
integration, not necessarily because they had participated in a heroic
Hmﬂmﬁmhoo, but because it was the right thing, the southern thing to do

But even as the barriers of segregation were falling, blacks Sﬁm
dying in Mississippi and Alabama. The small towns and rural areas of
those states remained beyond the redemptive touch of the movement,
They M,SmE become the last great battlegrounds of the civil rights
crusade.

VII / The Last Crusade:
Voting Rights, 19621965

. 4
ears, blacks bravely climbed county courthouse steps to register

e. The registrars, if they were there, would sometimes file and
ho you work for, boy?” and the courage %oEm\m ¢ gone. On
the voting official would go through the motipfs, administer

5 literacw@st or inquire about character, But it wo e a charade, a
way to pasS@e time of day, material for amusing g er-table conver-
sation. Onceidy a while, when things were slgW, a few courthouse

regulars would h the prospective voter an delible lesson in racial
etiquette. There Wgge cven a few times whega lucky applicant would
be registered, thoughtthere was no guaragy
would not be lost befdve election day
purged from the voting oHs. .

For white southerners, voting waglan important part of the regional
racial etiquette. Voting, like s¢ Seeghtion, was a form of public behavior
that reflected the status of both b ck and white. To admit blacks into
the polling booth was to adpfit po fﬁo& equality, and the carefully
tended myths of the Reco luctionVra had taught whites that the
electoral participation of ffacks was an itation to corruption, disor-
der, and oppression. It iggant that whites d find themselves on the
other side of the colgfline, White political ers had a significant
stake in maintainig§fthis fiction. As New So prophet Henry W.
Grady explained gfndidly in the 1880s, “let the tes divide, what
happens? Here } is dangerous and alien influen at holds the
1t cannot be won by argument, forg is without
derstanding, or traditions. It must be botght by race
b the leaders disfranchised blacks, congratulatédywhites
hined status, and continued to holler “nigger” at nﬁmﬂﬁmo-
s to maintain white solidarity. .
leaders also had long memories. The specter of a poor SEW .
fick political alliance, dangerously close in the 1890, loomed
Such a merger would not only upset the political balance but
d lead to economic changes—tax reforms, educational and social
ice measures, and regulatory agencies—that would erode or
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