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- Experiments in Restriction

HE CHINESE RESTRICTION ACT broke the river of legal Chinese migrants
o the United States into several illicit streams. One flowed into the country
urreptitiously across the U.S.-Canadian border, a smaller branch covertly
ssed the U.S.-Mexico border, and the main fork entered through San
ncisco Bay, now under the cover of fraud. Tens of thousands of Chinese
ned official admission to the United States between 1882 and 1888, when
hinese Restriction Act was in place, and untold thousands more slipped
the country undetected.

he situation in Washington Territory was particularly dire. Fraud plagued
gration control in San Francisco but there, at least, customs officials
see, count, and document migrants as they disembarked at America’s
ry Pacific port. It was not so simple along the nation’s land borders,
‘hundreds of miles of desert and forest proved nearly impossible to
While few Chinese lived in northern Mexico in the 1880s, there
busands just across the northern U.S. border in British Columbia. “I
ey are coming to our side every day, by water and by land, and by
canoes,” Deputy Collector of Customs Arthur Blake wrote des-
his superiors in 1884, “between British Columbia, and this country,
me the Restriction Act, is almost worthless.”

fficers panicked in Washington Territory, federal bureaucrats

blished rosy statistics boasting of restriction’s effectiveness. The
partment had recorded tens of thousands of Chinese migrants
e before restriction, but claimed that only forty Chinese immi-
nited States in 1886, ten in 1887, and twenty-six in 1888. Over
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Officially, the law took effect across the nation, at every land and sea
border, but the reality ration networks meant that

of transportation and mig
in practice America’s first broad attempt to stop unauthorized migration was
in the hands of a dozen customs officers stationed in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, and Port Townsend, Washington Territory. These two gates faced two
distinct forms of unauthorized migration, although at the time neither was
described as such. Before being allowed to disembark in San Francisco, most
Chinese migrants stood before customs officials to plead their case, some-
times with the help of fraudulent documents. In Washington Territory, most
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The Department of Treasury did not grant Bash additional staff ot funds,  yrtied that Hore 1s own prejudices. The U.S. consul in V%ntl‘.Chlnese
but it did send a special inspector tO assess the U.S.-Canadian border. 1 — }i'Wlis imbued with animosity against the Chi ictoria, B.C,,
Special Agent J. C. Horr coured the district in May 1883 and submitted an L asde radlf(l1 the Chinese have no souls, and that ¢ hmZSC‘ race. . ..
he admitted there were tent thou- " When Basi ) ed as the lowest.”3? e brightest of
ead a copy of Horr’s report a few months later, he was di
s

ptimistic report. While
ish Columbia just acros I Wrote,
¢ of truthful contradictio
ntered Washington Te

fessional or mercantile

overwhelmingly 0
sand Chinese in Brit
«] ... can without fea
British Columbia have ¢
duction of proof of pro

s the boundary line, Hor
n aver that no Chinese from

rritory or Oregon without
vocation or proof of pre-

pro
vious residence in the United States.” The land border posed no threat, ac-
cording to Hors, because there were only five possible crails, which “pass |k other emplo ‘

. - ment, “it i

rspersed by many ; Y , it is rumored that th
, ing to fi i . at the con
ing 11 their places with Chinese from British Col fractors are endea
sh Columbia.”

densely wooded countrys inte
Winter snows and Sprin

:” When they were pass
Jast trail, which led from Fort Slope,.

¢ Washington Territory, Was nota

g rains as to be

through a mountainous,
able, mounted

ivers so swollen by the
¢ six months in a yea
guarded all but one. The
to the Skagit mines 0

creeks and t
impassible fo

customs officers

British Columbia,
problem because the “white miners at Skagit are hostile to the Chinese and PF T would get th
would promptly notify the Customs Officers of any violations of the law. ing a faVorab%e them th.rough_ I know there are scores of th
astline on the mainland 16 ey Watched(lzp portunity to smuggle across. My opinion i hem only
undreds of them will cross over, as new onclsS z:r e
’ € coming

he thousand miles of co
he many islands adjace
asily be evaded,” but ag

Horr admitted that “t

Washington territory and t
ate that the law could e

at thereto would seem
ain insisted that there
e were not mentally

indic:
was no danger of infractions. Hort believed the Chines
capable of utlizing this route. “The British Columbia chinaman,” he mai waitine fo
enuity” to travel by canoe because ¢ b to afsistr al:l opportunity to get in. Plenty of worthless ch
; them, and all passenger steamers ready tocscsai ara}fters
ry them,

1d have to “taxl] his ing
were stationed at the mos
steamer, the Revenue Cutter, was consta
and Puget Sound. Moreover, “any such attempts,
require the cooperation and the good will of the people,
is likely to be extended.” seek entrance by the 1

¢ accessible points; and the collect
g the waters of San Ju
to be successful, WO
neither of which
slan

tained, wou
toms officers

ntly crossin

«[f a stranger should

argued Horr, “the hostili
ould reach a secdle msetﬂit}’ of the Pe,?ple would lead to discovery before h.
trgton Teritory o aid the :1 ; town. He counted on the people of Wzshe
With the help of inhospitabl oms service in their fight o protect the bord .
inspectors could successfull Z t;:rraln and civilian vigilance, four custo er.
border.? Even at the time y defend over a thousand miles of coastli "
, contemporaries charged that Horr’s low <=:Islteijlri1 d
a-

mayed. To counter Horr’s assertion
e that hostile whites w i
g e :z}gl:if;dbltlh.at there were also developers Wh(c))ufl:uif‘g? e
- Ssmes(sles. He counted twelve large sawmills andllnese
e houn as well as the Puget Sound Railroad nich
wo thousand Chinese. As Chinese laborers lei:zih;:z}'ml:)h
jobs

Bash’s view was
- invéstigat ;?:(J)i(li by local officials. After traveling to British C
ol Chivese. 1o Wﬁ’ 1883, Inspector Ira B. Meyers reported: “I talkoci
G come Wa;’ o O'In ['was unknown, and they were anx.' I :
get into the United States, they offered mcl:o\‘;l;y o
.00a

: y . P C. o HOOPCI, [0) thC eve Ma’

uent rom C mna aptain nue

grced W lt}l IVICVCIS S assessment. Irl an 1884 lCttCI to th.e tCIIltO[lal
4 J

d it can be done wi isk.” Wi
- O‘iﬂx;lziilt r(ljsk. Wxth so many avenues into the countr
g i,n ap:un Hooper thought that the Unite?i’
o I:) : %nhﬁ)cumemed migration. There may have
o ashington Territory who hated Chin
powerful and unscrupulous men who sought i: i’:
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his shoulders fell much of
h .
California. of the task of enforcing Chinese restriction north of

A Night with Deputy Arthur Blake

Blake began his work as a customs i _
Semiahmoo one n.lsPeCtOI in the villages of
When recommer}:;?; bi?rli the Chinese Restriction Aft WentS fr}:t(:)nz;nd
o sober. Tndn f ake for the position, Bash described him ect.
L ond I;lake “s r1o;1ﬁs fmd staunch Republican,” whom he w: asa
Blake worked as CiViflin efficient officer.”¥ Born in Boston, Massacl?tsl e
T ——— Itﬂfngllneer, but at age fifty he migrated three tho Settz
oped towns of New En ;mctio}fl}’- Washington was a far cry from the :Zanl
2,000 white peog iml. e h'acl left. According to the 1880 census fe"c .
eattle, had a p OPUIatioI; eo flVCCf in the expansive territory. The large;t C‘;‘;er
L b 3 tiny village in hon y 3,553, and Blake was bound not for Seat f’
- iner of Washings Ogn . t. e wilderness. He was to guard the northwt e
¢ peing Americafzmtory fror‘n people smuggling goods from Canaiist
Jod the many small wi t;?(es. This was not a simple job. His territor inal
nds: a smuggler’s para dr,l 1111\5/%1 Vi]aterwa}’s and hidden bays of the San },u -
RN lse.d ainland terrain was not much easier: twe nj !
o (present_day};geﬂ-eﬂ; and scarcely populated coastland 'thW y-
L b it ;23 am)'and Semiahmoo, adjacent to the Canadjzn
ation was too rough son in Port Townsend, likely deciding that h'n
- s fiora Blifkeilsn{(ii un;ettled for his family. i B
el constituti rst day in Sehome that he did n :
. 1881,11;21:;1 {5;{(:;1 H:};e stieguous task of pa\trollingcglc}:1 ab‘;erciz e
It “very un 4, but Blake recorded in his di :
. tlze ﬁ::telvlv izmhheadache,‘ indigestion, and a cold in thicclziersyt ia;
i b d ) : Ii wr}tl)te“hls wife daily and, in a rare show of em
stoms offic onths passed his};' atf e felt very lonesome, so far.” As the we 12—
 ac Frid , i chest E;ain ISSttl l(; Ighy}sllcal co.mplaints grew to include insomr(:ias
Harbot, p him from Performil’lg ;Sis z;sl;lg b ab-o ut him. Blake’s illnesses dki
ing to neighboring towns, i : meeting locals, walking along the
s detailed re E inspecting steamers that passed th h
] ports to his superiors.>® rougt

Sound.” This 1891 map depicts the land and sea border
and Canada. The maze of waterways and islands in
olumbia facilitated clandestine entry, undermining border
hington Libraries Map Collection, C. G. Maring, map-

Co., publisher, UW295562.

“Birds-Eye View of Puget
between the United States
Washington and British C
control. University of Was
maker, Charles H. Baker &

h argued that there were nine

scriptions of treacherous te

e trails was highly probable
ated near the Boundary line in British C

but one man in Eastern Washingto
s must necessarily remain uf
s Bash’s opinion that “no
small boats and oth
ehend Chinese -

possible overland trails, not

rrain had been exagge
because “a numbe

In addition, Bas
five, and that Horr's de
ated. Tllegal entry using thes
of Chinese mining camps are loc
lumbia” and “the department allows
and consequently the balance of the trail
guarded.” As for the coastline and islands, it wa:
few have already crossed over in Indian canoes and
will surely follow,” because «; would be difficult to appr
in an archipelago of more than fifty Islands wich only two cu

stationed in that quarter and one of them being obliged to remai
harbor the Sub Port of entry.”?® With his colleague based at Friday
patrol the .slands and coastland—the most porous P
undary—was Deputy Tnspector Arthur Blake.

the only man free t

of the U.S.-Canadian bo
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Francisco rumor that Lummi Indians, hired to smuggle Ch
ally Killi ) ’ uggle Chinese migr
wh};se W‘ilfi tznt-h'io dlnve}sltlgate, Blake spoke to Jason Ta)g’lzzt;’v?;ir;zzu-
“pot credit the report’?Lll)i tt;rr (‘:i its}:ed Cthiif of the Lummi tribe. Taylor diz
cerned, B o “enquire further.” Obvi
oy truthlilsiﬁgiiZ?ChEd Taylor age'xin a week later to find outivilfoll}fclt}r’ecv(‘)zn_
v officersalso tuif, (lilt}'lfffl}’lor did “not think it is so.”4* Blake and hajs
 crics, While the Reszlt.? t eir attention to identifying smugglers and th, N
L prancs, it came - :}Cltm; Act mandated deportation for undocument?c;
o nd one yéar o -ar er on smugglers, threatening a thousand-doll
‘ ) prisonment. But this, like o
proved difficult to enforce. ) so many aspects of the law,
It was rare for officials to witness smuggli
rumors. The de ggling; more often they on
ety retiillz C;)E Roc;e.Harbor learned from his boat caf};eni}errh::lii
L hedon saforcrll 1-m18h Columbia, that “Chinamen [were] P,a in,
A Cdef 1ver[27?] and $100 in advance.”® Sometimez o{i
ed, “thaca ml:m \: Else. I received information,” Deputy J. H. P;ice
ache Willey was engagetd cienn:;l::yzfxﬁ.ey had told a number of persons ‘
" ) inamen across fr ictoria i |
ﬁ “Ypbrzttt[lslljcc]})‘f;icteh Oti ﬁftefn dollars per man and “a share o? tmh:/(:;z:: t‘}lll a
i em.d But h.e also added, “This man Willey was druna;z
o ,han it is 111'<e1}’ that there is nothing in it.” A ‘
ported that he had investigated the matter and found II:)O: t‘h ‘
vi-

mentally, Congress, imagining major ports like San
send as America’s western gates, had designed alaw ill-suited

a continuous border like the one in Washington Territory,
ntry abounded. Blake was undermined, in part, by the

federal govemment’s missteps and lack of power.

Many of Blake’s difficulties, however, were dueto
mises and choices that had deliberately weakened the ]
one had the impossible tas

appropriation meant Blake al
incoming traffic in a district too large for one mounted i

quately monitor. The lack of a pass
America’s good relations with the C
forced to rely on subjective and vague
dents to distinguish between new, unautho
residents. The presence ot absence of umbrell
identification. The challenges Blake faced inc

pansive terrain and the difficulties one would ex
but also a distinct lack of

hinese migration.

More funda
and Port Town,
to the reality of
where points of ¢

congressional compro-
aw, Congress’s small
k of inspecting all
nspector to ade-
o maintaining
nt Blake was

port system—=2 concession t
hinese government—mea
descriptions provided by 1
rized migrants and curre
a5 was hardly a failsafe form of
luded not only harsh and ex-
pect in the operations of 2
enthusiasm on the part

ocal resi-

nt legal

Jarge, young bureaucracy,
of Congess to truly end C

Smugglers in the Borderlands

it created a

e migration underground,

| As the Restriction Act forced Chines
\ booming business in smuggling. Chinese workers had long relied on mid- v < his tall tal
| . . - all tale m
*\’ dlemen to help them secure transpacific passage, the required fare, and work ether or not Willey’s - lcllave been due to his “state of intoxication.”4¢
on arrival. The law was intended to halt this business, but it may actuall Chinese a Sub'ec}t’ Wofh s held truth, it is curious that he found sm;l |
. . I . . W H -
have expanded the trade, as Chinese migrants found it increasingly difficul ese senti ) orth bragging about publicly. Despite general 8 |
onstantly about who 2 ésé sentiment, some must have believed the risky busi B ax‘m- |
ese into the country was an exciting and manl Y business of bringing
' and manly endeav
or. ~
|

to arrange their own passage. Rumors circulated ¢
w much money they earne

running Chinese and ho
cad during the early years ©

to twenty-five dollars per h
and over one hundred by the late 1880s.4% If such rumor

gling Chinese “contraban

toms offici
; :icc;inaals c;ﬂso heard rumors that Indians as well as white s
u i i
i di{ztrin o}clumcntefi migrants. As Blake patrolled the northug
. ;t, i vl;fas highly aware that Chinese “might easily pzm
- ion” because “ >
ot B ol ;S;t ) :}er; are so many Indians and canoes
" : ndian canoes comi i :
L ing and going al
o Cl';y‘l‘:gl passengers from logging camps in BritisthOIi?n?)lilg
well i harge canoe left the Indian camp opposite the 'a.
) the Gulf and heading for Lummi island. There \fvilt’
. re

in her, on ing.” Fi
: e only, paddling.” Finding it suspicious that the canoe

£ Chinese restrictio
s were accurat

han smuggli

d” was often more lucrative t

| smug
l‘ actual goods.

E Since customs officers were more concerned with capturing smuggle
than regulating their business, traces of this history of exploitation are fe
and far between. Blake, for his part, did show moments of concern for t
undocumented migrants. In the summer of 1883, he heard a disturbi
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Blake watched through his telescope. The
s blouses of Chinamen” but were too
often reported suspicious behavior of

ny Indian smugglers.®®

carefully stayed far from shore,
rs “seemed to wear the loo

to capture. Although Blake

¢ never successfully arrested a
there were also Chinese smugglers, but they proved particu-

r customs officers to identify. When deputies managed to
undocumented migrants, the officers could rarely discern
d organized the crossing.? But as Blake investigated

one name came up repeatedly: Wa Chong*
be the name of a man, it was in fact the name of

a company. Wa Chong Company, formed in Seattle in 1868,
oldest Chinese import/ export businesses in Washington Territory. It was a

partnership between Chin Ching-Hock, Seattle’s first Chinese resident, and

Chin Gee Hee”! Although the company’s original business was merchan-
dising, Chin Gee Hee was more interested in labor contracting. He traveled
king labor contracts for Chinese workers in coal mining, rail-

farming, and domestic labo
negotiate a CONLract, then prov
1 boss. After the passage of th

n Gee Hee continued his contrac

passenge
far away
this sort, h
No doubt
larly difficult fo
capture a group of
who among them ha
undocumented migration,

Though he believed this to

was one of the

the territory see
road construction,
employers, he would
workers and a bilingua
mors circulated that Chi

the help of a network of smugglers.”
Blake’s investigations give some credence to rumors t

involved in smuggling. In July 1883, a community informant brou

Chinese man whom he had captured

Ah Sin and he was in possession ofar
d he was a legal resident in the
After a long conversation with A
he is the man wh

imperfectly,” he ex

eturn certificate,

which prove
as he pleased.
lector Bash: “In my opinion,
across.” “He speaks English very
I could make out, he offered to pay me
allow to come in.” Blake pretended to consider the offer

from the man and noted that Ah Sin mentioned “Wa Ch
tand what he said about him.” Despite

quently, tho' I could not unders

Sin’s apparent confession to smug «did not detain him.” W
the Restriction Act made the act of ai ntap!
ishable misdemeanor, it did not crimina Chin

. Sin, Blake reported to C

to learn all he co
ong’s name

gling, Blake
dingan unauthorized migra
lize the intent to smuggle

.. When he found willing
iding gangs of Chinese
¢ Restriction Act, ru-
ting business with

hat Chin was deeply
ghtina
on the road. The migrant’s name was
written by Blake,

territory and could come and go

o is piloting the Chines’
plained, “hut as well
$2 per head, on all Chinamen Iwoult

T
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Ah Sin could directl
y offer Blake a bri

charges e a bribe, and the deputy could still not press
Though he monitored

the border every d ‘

: . y a}’, Blake i
thf‘:jgrowmg tfafﬁffkn.lg business. And even when he l:j:lv c(r):gb%hml.)ses of
ann: ‘Sc;n(lilgghl)er within his reach, the law denied him the O;, ) iwfieme
vene. er .
e zu“t not the man has been engaged in pilotin tlil o (3 lBriter
o P a'me » “but can prove nothing.”>* Blake fought to : in.” Blake
" migration, but limited congressional appropriati dStoP undocumented
. riation and th
Jaw repeatedly undermined his battle to control the northeerfrll)guzge of he |
order. |

 communal Border Control

_ Asaresult, Blake .
- L solu;nd Ocher customs of§c1als in Washington Territory turned
. UHQUthoriZezn(; r u}Sgtlrated by his inability to tell authorized Chinese
ko ch act irse Wen‘isi,moak; devised his own system of identification.
hite men who employed Chein;c: ll:;ttrr ave.led through his district to visit
, )
bze“ “;e“iﬁcatgs of discharge when p;zg%}il:;g iltvtehteheeliz th h'lelsae
h such a certific otajob.
o ;t;;rt}vfoflj‘;vv;?szffyeq laborers could travel Witjhin
ndocumented migrants. Blake asked C lcl)usmg suspicions that they were
ileal svs : ollector Bash to institute a simi
alg;,go . cz’r;;m On”a regional level. He believed “a system of local a:lar
ugh i alre:atesd would prevent “Chinese contraband” from mf(’)V;::
ny Chinese L;zigcrt:;iei Wlth such @ system in place, Blake could af
E&Cagerly e o n rzt lm pos'sessmn of a certificate of discharge.
e ple certificate and included it with his pro-
g that Congress had deliberately rejected provisions for

nal pass .
;SP ports. When Bash ignored the suggestion, Blake gave up the

3

e’s solution to
the lack of federal appropriations for enforcement and

ulting lac
’fofmanli;; rgir;i:;{ve; \fivas' to enlist.members of the local commu-
i —— ed for information from anyone he met on the
b :r aC rllle.tworlf of collaborators who sent tips when
i — 1hn-esz in the district. For example, on Sep-
e n his diary that while riding to Lummi “to
. met a man who said he had passed two coming
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¢ meet them,
ared to
p - use members of the community—civilians and militi .
to enforce the Chinese Restriction Act.”® ilitiamen alike—
As it turned o ]
e, Blake did hUt, three hundred Chinese did not attempt to storm th.
. , ho
oot would be c;Nfever,h spread the news that citizens could arrest Chin, e
aid for their labor. Wh ese
. . ether motivated T
the Chinese or desi . vated by hostility towar
o hsxre for the reward, within a few days citizens arr}; ted :
, an . . S i
D - others sent information of “large gangs on thei de SIx ‘
n December 3, a . eir way down.”
e who I 3(; gr}(l)up of five Chinese were arrested by Solomori’ All
\¢ i .
 edodh € HWIt in a half mile of the border. In an expens Cn,b a
~ ed to the colle : e report sub-
ol citzens Ct<')r the next day, Blake requested bounty paylflents f
s 5 W
o — “Paml‘ng that smugglers were willing to pay those who lo koci
; . “Permit me to say, that I thi oke
think a little liberali
of the Gov’t towa " e liberality on the pa
rds the farmers, in this Chinese matter, will have a b . gt
> enefi-

before. Rode on but did no
day he met two men from Semiahmoo
erndale at 1030 a.m. and took either
intercept the six men on the trail,
aundry in Whatcom. There he

towards Whatcom, five minutes
hid in the brush.” The same
6 Chinamen crossed ferry at F
| or 10 mile road.” He tried to

failed, he tried the Chinese |

probably
“who said
the Diagona
and when that

“found three men only.”®
By the time he received a tip, Blake often disc

complained to his supervisor, “At midnight of the 26t
came to a saloon here, got drinks here, and asked for fo
had just come from Westminster [British Columbial. A
the saloon at the time, came to my hotel to inform me,

| the house, but could not find me. I was not informed of this u
s of Chinese mounted and B

overed he was too late. He
h inst. three Chinamen
od, stating that they
man who was in
and went all over
ntil the eve-

lake felt

1\ ning of the 27th.” As such sighting
‘ increasingly powerless to stop the flow of undocumented migrants, he envi- 2l effect. . .. Wa Hine, th
sioned a possible solution. He wrote to Bash: “The question is frequently Fie would not pay O;i:; proprietor of the wash house here, asked me
asked of me, ‘Has a private citizen the right to arrest Chinese entering this | etter to take $2 or $3 a head and let chinaman
ked, “If he has the right, will . T |
& ; Federal liberality was not forthcoming. Two months after All
: after Allen arrested

the Border line?” Also I am as
2> Tocals were clearly aware that

border and wished to i

ie Chinese .
ad never be’exl13 lak'zvzrote tg his supervisor to remind him that the farm
. thia;n -O iﬂinl,:. he wrote, “is a poor man, and has already askee;
; : . : |
;'n’s bt to pay himy()ut ;r;ali}z km zAllen%, Blake gave up and rode out to
“Chinese affair.” The Treasi c De t the six and a half dollars promised for
nt until October 13, 1884, t y Department did not authorize reimburse-
o arresat Chi;l en months after the original arrest. Although
ms officers, the federal Zieejvas farles eXP.)enSiVC than hiring additional
.. budgetﬁ é; nment was still reluctant to pay out of their

country, across

the Government sup

Blake was struggling sin
offer help.”’

Bash was more receptive ©

o the Treasury Department,

right to arrest a Chinese entering

a right to arrest the smuggler or man

omise three to four dollars a
and told him to visit citizens who live ‘o

ests. In December 1883, Ba

port him in so doing
gle-handedly to protect the

Without writing
itizen has th
r and als

o improvisation in this area.

he responded that “a private ¢
this country across the borde
in charge.” He granted Blake permis

day to any citizen who arrested a

sion to pr
unauthorized Chinese migrant,
ourage them t0 make such arr

’Q plte tlle lack Of fede[al SuppOIt locals COn.tlIlued to COIltIIb
> ute to tlle

the line” to enc
was particularly worried about infractions because he had heard reports th ement effort. Blak
che Canadian Pacific Railway had recently discharged three hundréd Ch riginally em;isioileedwlj;nr;ver la'lllzlez:l)l e :
: , en like Allen continued to arre i |
st Chinese |

port their
i Vir;clzlelrt:e;?. Some locals did not need the promise of re-
e fm;mgt? Fo defend the border. One American cit- |
o dr1t1sh Columbia to Port Townsend spotted |
iy lear ;.nd alerted a policeman as soon as they
L OfWhit,e ss than .three miles from the U.S.-Canadian
community members created their own defense

. >4
mes in your way,

nese laborers for the wi
help corral them.
ble to stop SW

urged Blake, “call upon as

Bash was aware, however, chat citizens alone might not bea
alarge number of Chinese from crossing, Writing: “In the meantime, Iwa
to see General McPherson, and quietly inform him that I may be oblig
)] through the Governor, for assistance of the militia.” He was P

nter. “If a very large number co
many citizens as are necessary to

you
to [request
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out any government support, organizing sea-
nds.®

ones who aided customs official
£ Chinese migrants. In August 1883, Native Americans reported to
ned in eastern Washington that ten Chinese
h Columbia. Unable to leave his post at
Macaulay, a white commu-
nd “dispatched him after
n word came a few days
¢ on the British Co-
ited States,” the
word to “spe-
d messen-

against Chinese migration with
borne patrols of the San Juan Isla

White locals were not the only s in the

arrest O
the local deputy collector statio
had crossed the line from Britis
O’Sooyoos Lake, the deputy appointed Aleck
‘ a temporary “special inspector” a
direction of Fort Colville. Whe
nese were “traveling along the lin
able intent of crossing to the Un
ed an Indian messenger 0 send
the help of Indian informers an
1 Chinese. The Indian messengers and
heir trouble. Although the customs

ted that he was confident that he
62

nity member, as
the celestials” in the
later that six more Chi
lumbia side with the prob
deputy at O’Sooyoos Lake hir
cial inspector” Macaulay. With
Macaulay was able to arrest te
rary inspector were paid for t
ould not leave his post, he repor
ct the border with the help of Ind
Chinese residents were willing to
ants. Deputy Price got a tip from
hinamen into the United States
d that they landed after night.
were Organizing the operation an
he next group came in. The deputy
but thought it best to report it anyw
ese laundryman who promised

gers,
tempo
deputy ¢
could prote
Even a few
gled Chinese migr
ties were shipping C
Discovery as the port an
mant said that white men
tempt to tip off Price when t
¢his was truthful information,
larly, Blake was approached by Chin
him three undocumented Chinese “if
though Blake reported the offer to Bash, h
he should pay.®®
Though Blake would offer a bounty to a whit
Chinese man’s intentions. But perhaps he should hav:
of the white and Indian informants’ motivations,
Chinese meant labor competition; reporting on them coul
sation and good favor. Although the Chinese appeared clann
and organized to white outsiders, there were many internal divis
the Chinese community. Since the Chinese Restriction Act, one of the lar
divisions was between legal residents and unauthorized newcomer

jan informants.
aid in the search for smug-

since undocument
d bring comp
ish, separat
jons Wit

a Chinese man that “par-
and were using Port
» The Chinese infor-
d he would at-
was not sure
ay. Simi-
to show
I would give him $5.00 piece.” Al-
¢ did not dignify it by asking i

e man, he did not trust the
¢. Chinese shared man

—4“
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‘Although man Chi ;
s g " y legal Chinese felt solidarity with their undocumented kinsm
may have r W i e
ym ly ) eseﬁted how the actions of others cast suspicion on all -
media too wi .
08 o bno(;e of 1despread community involvement in poli i
U.S.-C ian border, and some new: P o
Can: newspapers, lik 7
fooked with disf: . . papers, like the Olympia Couri
avor on this practice. Commenting on a case Whyer twi 'm’r)
€ two private

citizens had n «
nese, the Cou,ernve:oiﬁl‘?:f:;e:m:f;?:iry igspectors” to arrest nine Chi-
or
government must depend upon the gengerosiiyi,c; ;l;?‘:a[tiﬂfl‘f Sam’s powcrf}d
ncce'ssary to enforce its laws.”®> Such reports in the citizens for the aid
| pubpc deeply aware of the customs officers’ struggl newspapers made the
thelflr:tegral role the community played in suPPO%tgi:l:gt 2hzriorce the accand
5 e customs service relied on private su i '
thorized migrant Pport not just to capture unau-
i distriit - ;‘ar Zu: Ir;lcllsz to depc?rt them. Rather than seeking convicti)l;
i indocumented mi CPOIta'txon by U.S. marshals, local officers ofte
. compani:s rglgrants directly back to Canada with the help 01}
ion, which existed :;lor}lrglstisdzetr}i’enfzt:;::li ;};is extralegal system of deporta-
n Act, was not wi . ocess prescribed by the Restric-
ne awry landed piltifi;i?}l ted. Buc in 1885, an extralegal deportation
both the particular incid . ZU.S. d.l strict courtroom, and the details
g il tramsce ent an 'the wider practice were recorded in th
s ;CHPB U.S. v. Eliza Anderson (188s). ¢
- arrive%i D cfrfflc"::im:f fon Oct.obel‘ 23, 1885 the steamer Eliza An-
on deck. Their cons 1Cuen ro.m Victoria with thirty Chinese passen-
. Us, Custofns S(;:ils ar}rlwal was observed by Deputy Blake and
d the return certificates fP(’:ltl.e VVO!Cf)tt. While Blake presumably in-
ly engaged in policin t}:) lnes? migrants on deck, the Wolcott crew,
or human contrabang Tli sr;;l%ghng of goods, began scarching below
ok at the Eliza Ana’erso;z’s f:re r(:):: {:;man},l {seorge Burns, went down
ulline do , where he saw a suspicious lookin
Smal? are‘:I[l) il; f:zntl}(; he found eight Chinese migrants crammei
ssed like laborers and Erj;?lzer ltlanks and the coal bulkhead. They
:"ﬁcates. Charles Davi’s, a cusic:m(:sfneslbove def .k’ did ,I,l Ot possess re-
essel that there must be “$600 in it i pector, joshed 1o the master
gh eight Chinese were fi it for somebody."®
e wers jound concealed below deck, Caprain
- n reasons) charged with smuggling only two Chinese




RESTRICTION

and Ah Yuk, who cestified for the prosecution. Through an
hat he was the fourteen-year-old son of a school-
tending school. When he arrived
ged only to work for one day
rica because he had family
pay thirty dollars to the
oard. Ah Yuk was also
for a family in Vic-
¢ chance when a

the line. The

boys, Ah Wy
Ah Wy stated t

d spent his time in China at
und “nothing to do” and mana
de the attempt to enter Ame

in San Francisco. Ah Wy testified that he agreed to
rson for concealing him onb

fireman of the Eliza Ande

just fourteen. Although he had found a job working
ia, he was still eager to g0 0 America and jumped at th
in Victoria’s Chinatown offered to smuggle him across
cwo adolescents did not know each other before the trip, but they
hours below deck together and two or three hours in the small hiding place
by the coal bulkhead.”

Instead of arresting and trying the undoc
the white men who were trafficking them, as
Blake simply “told Captain Wright to take them
The Eliza Anderson was due at Seattle before ret
Blake put the Chinese “in irons” on the trip to Seattle.

explained to the defense lawyer, “That is the custom. We

back with the master of the vessel.” When questioned furth:

that “sometimes we put them in jail,” but more often captains
ke them back.” Blake testified that this was “general practi
rs of ships caught smuggling and was “sanctioned by the
of the Government.”®* He must have bee
because there is no record that such deport
Department of the Treasury. Whether sanctio
formal and extralegal system of deportation was
than the alternative, which required detention,

back across the border..

interpreter,
teacher. He ha
in Victoria he fo
as a cook, so he ma

tor

man
spent four

umented Chinese passengers and
the Restriction Act required,

must ta
the maste

ng with the orders to ret

To make sure Captain Wright was complyi
o Canada, Blake again boarded the stea
document

the undocumented passengers ©

after it returned from Seattle and confirmed that the eight un

migrants were still aboard. The Eliza Anderson then proceeded t

and Blake trusted that the captain would land the Chinese passeng
able to land Ah Wy and AhYu

when Captain Wright was un
se Canadian customs refused them, that the case entefe

ers th

It was only
Victoria, becau

back” to British Columbia.
urning to Victoria, so
During the trial, he
always send them
er, he admitted
were told “they
ce” among
officers

1 referring to local government
ations were ever reported to th
ned or unsanctioned, this i
much simpler (and cheaper
trial, and an escorted trij

o Victott
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U.S. legal system and the “customary” practice of
. ' iceof e ion i
Washington Territory left a trace.® slegel deporton

The Contested U.S.-Canadian Border

After several yea
dian gover years of successful deportations to Canada why did the C
; nm ) -
e dﬂmngcas : 'ent suclldenly turn away Ah Wy and Ah Yuk? The E[C' fjlla
‘ e brings to ight anu . { iza An-
nrecognized hi
U.S.-Canadian b . story of contestation al
9 ord on along th
L “binani ;r. P‘revrous scholars have characterized Chinese eg | e
nd the British ]f:’na or “intercolonial” project in which the United ch w
; ritish Empire, thr nited states
, through the auspic
: es of the Canadi
 worked togeth . : p anadian govern
y g ehr to police Chinese mobility.”® But such co 5 ment
scarce aurin f g . ’ operati
clashed it e Restriction Period when the United State : d ((Z)n e
clashed over their ; s ana Can
loverco nllu;ual desire to bar Chinese migrants. As the govern o
ntro. . . me.
! of the border, Chinese migrants were caught in bet nts
etween,

figuratively and literally.

,' In many ways thC hiSt() [o] h nese m b
N r f Chines i i iti olumbia

. . ) ' gratlon to BrltlSh C 1 i
(i[ subseq uent alltl-ChlIlCSG legrslati(m tIICrC, paraﬂels events in t S
n the U.S.

est. Chinese migra i i

e i 1ct‘rerrts, Oalldong W:;h white nriners, first poured into British
i Cagl;i . I?fas iscovered in the Fraser River. At first the
T 1aé lamd later they came directly from China.

e oona y lasted less th'an a decade, and eventually Chine

: agriculture, lumbering, and railroad work in the sparsei;

ﬂ]a‘e(l IHH row I;IHI II ((}()Ily I cactlio O ( Il nese I S
g lng S 1 arly r 10n t S mlg ant.

IXCd. SOHIC Wh‘ i \%% \% €
o o ite Canadlans Sa Chinese as aluable members Of th
unity, l)u (o] W W W €
- y i hCI'S 163.1‘6(?1 that they oul,d undercut hitC ages In th
> some 1t18 i \4 . n
olumbrans fOI‘l’IlCd outspoken but ShOI‘t ll ed anti
B h ( - 1-

CS‘c SOCICUCS, 1nciu lllg th.e cc ()Iklll mans I rotective Association aIld
1 d
.
g

st ] . .. . F . ] ] [ H
tlr . 3 y me
C inese Assoclation. At a time o €conomic downturn, they clai d
ite WOIkéIS VV()uld Iatlle] starve tlla]l 0 to VVOIk al()ll 1de
g d
gS a

ough
gtt ilvzyal:lzaid tl(rle clarrror'o.f anti-Chinese British Columbians, of-
L Brict)rlhon prrorrtrzed the needs of the developing C;na-
e Canrsd. trade in China. In 1881, the Canadian federal
e adian Pacrﬁe Railway Company in arranging with
ng Kong for the importation of Chinese labor. If 1882
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Chinese arrived in British Columbia, raising the total population of
w0 around 12,000.”2 With the recruitment of Chinese railroad
d news that the United States had passed the Chinese Restric-
many British Columbians began to fear that Chinese mi-

6,784
Chinese

workers an

tion Act in 1882,

grants would soon overrun the province.
ned when it became clear that the railroad could

ce year-round, and British Columbia saw a
crime, and strikes in the winter months.

The British Columbia provincial government responded by passing two
anti-Chinese bills in 1884: “An Act to prevent the immigration of Chinese”
and “An Act to regulate the Chinese population in British Columbia.”
While the first banned all new immigration of Chinese to British Co-

Circumstances wWorse
not reliably sustain its workfor
sharp increase in starvation,

lumbia,
opium for nonmedical purposes,
placed minimum size requirements on rooms occu
shifted the “burden of
struck down by the British col

ister Sir John MacDonald to instigate an investigation of the Chinese

problem in British Columbia.

British Columbians were not so easily placat
again passed an act to prevent Chinese immigrati
was nearly identical to the one that had been disall

ed; the provincial governmen
on in February 1885. Th

law
government the previous year,
stand. Neve
its provisions into practice. On April 2, 188
toms wrote to the American attorney genera
ficials had attempted to dep

to Canada, “the country from
bian officials had refused to receive the migrants. The letter was quickly fo
warded to local and federal officials in the United States and Canada,
within 2 month the issue was moot. The dominion government had ag
disallowed the act on March 28, 1385, and U.S. deportation of Chinese
Canada continued unabated in the spring of 1885. The incident gave b
the Canadian and American governments notice that if Canada were

pass a restriction act in the future, it would affect U.S. deportation pol
But the United States did not heed this warning/4

the second taxed current Chinese residents, banned the use of
prohibited exhumation of Chinese bodies,
pied by Chinese, and
proof” onto Chinese defendants.”? Both laws were

onial government, but prompted Prime Min-

owed by the dominion
so there was little chance Ottawa would let i

ctheless, the British Columbian government attempted to pu
5, a U.S. commissioner of cus

I to complain that customs of

ort a group of undocumented Chinese migrant
whence they came,” but the British Colum:

ﬁ
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lll 1|l€ summer 01 885 \4% tll rauroa constructio raw 0a Cl()SC, th.e
I > 1 11 d rua n d a lng t

dominion government fin i
ally yielded to
. pressure from British Columbi
ia;lsed an act designed to restrict Chinese migration. The law Izulzbl;;nd
< ‘ ' . ce -
ollar tax on each new Chinese migrant (the equivalent of two ionths’aw M
ages

for an unskilled laborer) and . o
poor workers nd was designed to discourage Chinese,

P> L especiall
paced that thismm mlgr.atmg to Canada. The Canadian government antici)-’ |
R new policy would interfere with U.S immigration poli |

nd sen o

:he US. g ¢ U.S. government a copy of the new act.> Under the nevfs)rol o
.S. government would have to aw,

. i pay fifty dollars for every Chi ;
kgfait they WlS}-md to deport to Canada. But the U.S. federsﬁ oxlrnese o
took no proactive steps in addressing the inherent conflict in tlg1e ternnrlent
WO gov-

ernments’ laws a i
nd did not warn customs officials in Washi Terri
to expect PrObICmS_ ngton erntory

uI; ngtgehC$aj;zn :;ag tax law'that prevented the £liza Anderson from
Lo rﬁ; s uk to chtoria, threatening legal U.S. deporta-
édiately U o el cad tax went into effect on August 27, 1885, and im-
- rH;e .new on;s officers found it impossible to deport Chinese
jgrants. collector of customs at Port Townsend, Herb
cher, \.mred the Department of Treasury: “On 25th inst Al”l T e
gcé C.hmesc Merchant arrived here from Victoria B C? ' e
| ;:f;l bt})r me se?t back to Yictoria on 27th. [He] was're-tt'lr.n'ejalfe: il;zi
. égf $e;)1.1 re lgc;dhadmmsion by Victorian authorities except upon
o Corpus. ‘.}V.hiCh as no mone.y. Brought him before court yesterday
| e mhid Lemande.d h1{n back to Victoria. Cannot lawfully
%espond q;liCkl s ; I do with him[?]” The Treasury Department did |
e I, )E,t Islz hee;her se.nt another urgent message the following :4
L baci . ea t‘ax’]’ in order to carry out order of court[?] If it
iy PO; igil(rzlgir;l;tz eventual response from the Treasury |
{’ : °Cl appropriation exhausted. Authori
?r:i;tc(i rf;lcf;tmyizic()jllars denied.””” Beecher was disturbed to learfllotr}i?t,
| owntu'rn,. the Treasury Department had run out of |
e und:e res;nctlon. Even if the Treasury Department had |
i az) w ether. they could legally apply their funds to
= undermin.ed E;efeadg:rx;l, i;lj ﬂc:ustoms se;vice in Washington
/ ifference, i ibili i
ice Blake’s job was dependent on this fund,nBee:clft:;lrlt\:/’;sa ?iggi:

£
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oned them in L

e b II?htf; lici Pem;?tl?tr}’, which is illegal, but even if I did not do

made between the tWoG is is a question that unless some settlement is |

Chinamen are bein overnmffnts, will soon lead to Trouble, as the

this Territory have {i’ ru; over the line in large numbers and the citizens of

el here th already begl}n to take very decided steps and much fear i
at open bloodshed will be the result if something decided znde:erfis

nite is not done b i
efore long. . .. Will the Department give me a decisi
1510n

officially fire him on September 1, 1885, and rehire him as regular customs

inspector.”®

inese during the summer of
ited States suddenly in-
and limited job avail-

o the Department

Just as it became nearly impossible to deport Ch
hinese trying to enter the Un

1885, the number of C
creased, a product of continued new arrivals in Victoria
ability in British Columbia. Collector Beecher reported ©
of Treasury: “Some 800 or 900 Chinese arrived at Victoria Jast week, direct
m China. Six hundred more are expected to arrive very shortly.” This was
particularly concerning because [fhe construction of the Canada Pa-
cific R.R. is drawing rapidly to 2 cose” meaning that the six t
Chinese working on the railroad were gradually being discharged. Beecher
predicted that it would be “impossible for that Province to employ all these
men, and every effort will be made to smuggle large numbers of them into
this country.” This was particularly easy during the summer months, when
the space between British Columbia and Washington Territory effectively
narrowed, as Chinese migrants found it increasingly fast and simple to cross
che divide in small boats or canocs. Beecher believed that few on the East

Coast understood the true threat of Chinese undocumented
he subject here is very strong.””’

warned that “public feeling upon t
1885. When thirty-seven Chinese

Violence broke out on September 7,
k Valley, Washington Territory,

rrived in the small town of Squa
some local workers decided to strike back. White

p at night, blindly shooting at
town. On September 23, Col-
Secretary of the Treasury.
£ the Chinese Restrictio

Chinese violence.

how under the circumstances to act[?]®°

fro
B ] ::”l:]“]:l :Vviylj . l :fll (:I H A I I
. R .

1.S.-Canadian boundary gi
‘ y given the Canadian h m
o : n head tax and compl
; :ideutrlll eslaFor the previous three years, local customs officials had Poe: -
o vs; to malli)e enforcement more manageable and aﬂ:ordablg betm}llt—
g S 1 o

was now beyond such local ingenuity. Beecher could not negot't i

iate

housand

% th .
; 1 ( :allada Or raise fullds fOI Cnf()rccment, t}le federal overnment in D
W’ ‘ g C.
(»] lleas]ll I)e al““elllslll"lal reaction was to pass 18 pr lC (0]
th. p Ob m ont

mi ration bu 1 y
g s t other department. Forwarding Beecher’ 1 h n n
s letter to the attorne ge eral

e treasur y SCCICtaIy aSde f()[ a[ly 0[)1111011 as to What action can be takCIl to

ieve governmen “seri
- dfi;d ern diretC S}ffizzlr(s ii;roﬁl serious embarrassment.” Although the
b o dreaty sk the Department of Justice could offer any
e t};at ca rney gerilcr'al understood the subtext. In his reply
| cerda appropriation for expenses of the United States
y those expenses of the Chinese emigration cases in

workers a
to work as hops-pickers,
and Indian men attacked the Chinese cam

¢heir tents, attempting t0 drive them out of
Jector Beecher sent a long, pleading letter to the
He did not know how to continue enforcement O
Act and knew that his inaction could lead to further anti-

In the letter, his distress is palpable:

ington TC[‘Ilt()Iy VVlllCll are IIlCuIIed 1n the courts pI()pCI. ”lC DCpaIt—
= g > h C

t Of JuStlce vy Ould not Pa‘5 fO[ th‘e cost Of dep ortation or tlle Can'ad‘lan
d tax. Ille atto[lley gel’leral adIIlltth h.e Saw nNo w ay Of llIIIIlCdlately

the difh ioned”
g ifhiculty mentioned” and suggested that the issue “must be laid

e De
. farrnt(r)nenth of the Treasury did not reply to Collector Beecher until
. d;tail r; th an three weeks after he wrote his pleading letter Th1
; ed the lengths to which the department had gone to in;re st‘e
1‘ |
|

we are unable to decide how to act. - . - Jam

met with a demand for fifty dollars per head by the Canadian Customs au-

thorities before I can land them, this of course 1 cannot pay from my own
pocket, nor can I get it from the funds now already exhausted, hence I hav
to bring the Chinamen back to our shores again, paying again their fares an
meals, for the steamboat company will not transport them free. I have so fa
to the U.S. Marshal pending a decision and he has impris

As it now stands in this District

matte i

. ber;:?‘; :; the;1 end oﬁ’er'ed no advice. It assured Beecher that the

i atine of considerable importance” and had been for-

. . r - attorney general. Unfortunately, it appeared that the
priation whatever available for the purpose of paying tliz

turned them over
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al sees no Arrested Chi
hinese who could not pay their own way found themselves i
ves in

nd that the attorney gener
s mentioned.” The only option
ress and ask for additional
promised to do. The
ny definite instruc-
f the said act
llector of

an un S . 3
S 1 Xa ple comes from he E
ellvlal)le la(e()l lllll)() ”Ielll() tv VI(IC m O t ast

arrying out the said act, a
way at this time of relieving the difficultie
remaining was to lay the expenses before Cong
which the secretary of the treasury
“The Department is unable to issue 2
ing out the requirements ©
»82 Tys message was clear: the co
cive no federal aid in resolving

expenses of c

Wi ere a y
]] I ttCIIlpted entries b ChlIlCSC were faI ICSS common but not ull}lea[d

(lf. O O > > i P
n CtObCI I1I 1888 fOuI Clllllese attem ted to Cross tlle lIlteIIlathIlal

border via the Niagara Suspension Bridge. Literally suspended in the air b
, e air be-

appropriations,
Jetter concluded,
your guidance in carry

tweel’l pp . e
‘lle two C()untrles, tlle (:lll“ese men found tthIlSClVCS tra ed U S

officials refused thei
their entry because they were Chinese laborers with
out

tions for
under the existing circumstances.
ington Territory would rec

~ return certificates i i
, and Canadian officials refused their return because th
se they

~ had no papers proving they had paid the head tax and no money to d
o do so.

customs in Wash

the brewing migration crisis.
ral alternatives for re-

Local officials in Washington Territory had seve
1 deadlock. One solution was to simply ignore

A U.S. i P
Officlal re O[th tllat unwanted men r mained on the b i
tlle W d (] l‘ldge,

@ . H “ H l H ]
[] I €y were certain to sutter IIlllCh dlSCOIn ort, to sa Ilothl.[lg to the

annoya € b[ldge . c Ia ed unau I]()r]Ze( migerants b
! nce Of tll companie g y
P S D clar d

sponses to this legal and financia
the stream of undocumented Chinese migrants crossing the U.S .~Canadian
boundary. Collector Beecher was well aware that his officers were failing to both the United States and Canada, th
ction Act, focusing instead on the policing of imports and fhicials legally had nowhere to put )thexe:le ’I[nheelilrhad nOWil;r e to go, and U.S.
. eventual fate is unknown.3¢

enforce the Restri
The crisis prod
uc .
; p ed the first known incidents of indefinite immig
rant

exports. In July 1887,
sury that the present circ
officers to disregard this law,
without let or hindrance.

o the secretary of the trea-

tendency among our
enter the United

e to stop this

Collector Beecher wrote t
umstances had created “a
and allow Chinamen to
»83 Beecher had no recours

ention in the United S 87
tates.?” When Chi
inese were turned a
way at the

Canadi ..
anadian border starting in August 1885, U.S. marshals in Washingt
gton

rritory be i
itory began to bring them to the U.S. penitentiary at McNeil Island, in

thi
ern Puget Sound. Collector Beecher acknowledged that this practi
ice

StateS’
negligence.
Those officers who remained dedicated to border control had to find cre- s “without any reason or allo by th
‘ ‘ | wance by the law,” but he di
tured. Sometimes cus- ¢ to i e migganes g
] ; - to do. The unlawful detention of unauthorized migrants b o
ants began as an

punish the Chinese they ca
fy Canadian law and “force
itiously.#* This practice beg
¢ and continued for years.

ative ways to deport Of
casional and u i .
nofficial practice but soon became common procedure f
ure for

toms officers decided to de
into British Columbia’ surrept
ead tax law went into effec

[the Chinese] badg
an after the Ca-
During an

commissioners i i i
in Washington. Prison and court records reveal that b
e_

‘Il I 5 and 1890 more than a hulld[ed 1Inese men were uniawru y
Ed fOI UIlallth()llzed “Ug] at 10n, lnCludlng Ah W y and Ah Yuk, the

nadian h
investigation in 1890, several Washington customs officials admitted that
when they caught Chinese near che border, they often “sent them back even men found aboard the Eliza And.
. . iza Anderson. Thi
ad no right to do, but d six- . Thirty-one of these m
g . ed six-month sentences from local judges, even though i en had
’ incarceration

iles, which of course We h
at he had been instructed
ing them before a commis
to have Chinese fund their own dep
pay the head tax, they would pus
ts. A federal judge statio
nese managed to pay
ends, or tO estab

authorized by the Chinese Restriction Act. While a few of these pri
ris-

across the line a few m
were released afte i
~ r their terms ended
ed, most were kept :
at McNeil

did.” One official claimed th:
i” Chinese instead of bring
olution to the dilemma was
customs officials could not
raise fifty Canadian dolla
d that most detained Chi
g the money from their fri

by his superior to “p
sioner. Anot

for add.. i i y‘
1tiona. i i
l time 1th0ut CXplanatlon. Se en Jat ChinCS
O \% V ty-one € were

bac
popular s
tations. Since
arrested Chinese to
in Washington reporte
tax themselves, by borrowin
that they had previously paid the tax.®

d with
out de
fined terms and ended up serving between one month

dy three years whil
ly e the << . . » «s
o y “awaited trial” or “instructions from the
une 138 i i W
‘Presﬂgi, Chief Jusuce of Washington Territory C. H. Hanford
‘ ent Benjamin Harrison to plead mercy for some of t}rl
e
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d Chinese. He explained that nineteen Chinese men were
carlier, found to be unlawfully present, and ordered de-

mbia. U.S. marshals were unable to deport the Chi-

nese, however, because they were refused at the U.S.-Canadian border. The

nineteen men were returned to an American courtroom where they were
d deported. After this second deportation at-
detained the Chinese migrants at McNeil Is-
land, where they remained when Hanford wrote to the president. Although
Hanford had not presided over this particular case, the Chinese fell under
and their predicament clearly weighed on him. “[Iln
» he wrote, “the spirit and letter” of the law “required

longest-detaine
arrested two years
ported to British Colu

again convicted and ordere
tempt failed, U.S. marshals

his new jurisdiction
my humble opinion,
such persons to be taken out o
| ~ within it for the pur
than that the officers do n
it was “contrary to the funda
be subjected to repeated imprisonments,
tion for not doing that which he is powerless to do.” He begged the presi
dent from the “goodness of [his] heart” to fi
in this territory from further embarrassment”
poor miserable captive strangers.”®

Hanford’s letter was forwarded to Secretary of State Tho
Canadian government in hopes of a diplomatic
uncil launched an internal investigation into the case ¢
¢ was evidence that these Chinese could be legall
ficials in British Columbia, includinga Chines
insisted that there was n

and “set at liberty ninetee

mas Bayard, wh

contacted the solution. Th

| Canadian privy co
‘ determine whether ther
| returned to Canada. Local o
1 translator working for the Canadian government,
evidence that the nineteen Chinese m
Canadian government refused to receive them without payment of the hea
tax2 As the two governments argued the case, showing none of the cooper:
tion they would display in later decades, the nineteen Chinese men remaine
locked on an island prison off the coast of Washington for another ¢

Restriction may not have slowed Chinese entry to the United States,
w Chi

still had a profound effect on the lives of Chinese migrants. A fe
faced indefinite detention, many more lived in fear of federal officials,

f the country rather than to be detained
pose of undergoing punishment for no other reason
ot know what else to do with them.” He believed
mental law of this nation that any being should
amounting to perpetual incarcera-

nd a way to “relieve the officials

en came from Canada. Therefore, th
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all found themselves i
occupying a newly precari
€c i
advocates had long maintained that thy pCh'anous s A Chines
. e Chinese could
s never become Amer-
OW,C and ederal laws helped make it so. The American state h Id th
urn pre i ial di A die
deanta o Ebsumptlons of racial difference into categories of legal di
. ro .. . . a 1 .
Chineseg . 1bitions on naturalization and restrictions on entr ; d sll
migrants i i o
e }gl . ts Into permanent aliens and some into illegal a}l’ie ’_.[;11
: e . . ns. The
e The o ot yet gained popularity. There was no need for such
. The Chinese were the el
only group to fa i
‘ ' ce systematic bord
soall unautho ) o
rized migrants could be called “coolies,” “Chine b UC?L
S se contraband,”

or sunply “Chinamen.” Wj

Al Chi e Without a system of identification thi

all Chinese, due to their appearance alone » this meant that
$]

| nee ; could be suspected of f;
ntry. Thanks to federal law, the Chinese wore their alienage on theriil;ilzil'em
ies,

nc\[};};elir b}(:dies could serve as evidence of a crime.%!
ile the Restricti i .
e allienatrlc'flon ACF had an unmistakable impact on the meanin
: 'ge, its role in federal centralization and bord i :
ains more ambiguous.”? Congress may have b o e
n state-building, but it was local ofﬁciai’s o:’ih e }lllesnant R
i s on the periphery who vigorousl
- flge nine«:el:s: hszl:}tanc?. Restriction did little to centralfi;ze statz
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