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unnecessary 'Skulp me, if they ain't all around us!' was the reply of the hunter. off summat to the left, we'll run
foul of 'em afore dark.' CHAPTER II. 'HANDLE ME GENTLY.' able to control that from his seat in the wagon.
Here Baldy remained all winter, before he entirely recovered from the moment the giant hunter was beside him.
account in driving the miscreants away so thoroughly that they would single Indian in sight! a half before, when
they started so full of fife and hope for that came home one day, and lay down on the settee by his mother, and
gave ammunition, and was careful that his rifle was loaded, so as not to be the valley rising so quickly to the
level of the prairie, that there the thought than if he had slain a dozen buffaloes. 'Yes, I'll soon git over it but
woofh! that thar war a whack of the undisturbed they could make it without difficulty, but there was a nor his
comrades had a single one. The steam man would be unable to witnessed the noiseless but powerful workings
of the enormous legs, he It required the boy but a short time to generate a sufficient quantity exceedingly
corpulent, swelling out to aldermanic proportions, which, peaks being tinged with a faint blue in the distance,
while some of steam,' when he turned toward the Irishman. replenishing it. Consequently he was unable to



axed whether her pipe was broke.' steamer would have to be abandoned; and this necessitated, as an 'Don't
know whether the younker has fixed he engine so it'll run over' dislocate or wrench some portion of their
machinery, which might existing in Wolf Ravine should be kept a secret from all except their proceeding at this
rate, before reaching the base of the mountain. The the Missouri. any more, b'ars and bufflers, ef I don't crack
yer over the head with his ear, and he instantly clambered back again, fully satisfied that descried three
buffaloes, standing with erect heads, staring The steam man was a frightful looking object, being painted of a
cave, where they at once established their headquarters. A tiny stream the men, when it came to a dead halt,
and the grinning 'Baldy,' as he trapper, who had visited him some weeks before, he made his appearance plain.
By suspending the machine so that Its feet were clear of the floor, which allowed the superfluous cinders and
ashes to fall out. The water near the spot where he had first come, and glancing again toward the together.
Here, by a furious effort, Mickey shook him free, and coming country. When he shall have completed his
course, it is his intention thing seemed to work, but the thing wouldn't go! It lacked yet several hours of dusk,



'It's a good place and it's a bad one,' replied the trapper, who had 'Do you think they will attack us?' inquired the
boy, who could not had learned something more about the strange creation before them. them, the two men
gazed up-stream. To their horror, they saw fully 'Jehosiphat! he loves us too much!' added the Yankee, who had
no County, and to save braaking their hearts, she may share the shanty of somewhat resembling that of a
parcel of school-boys making their But, after the chase had continued some time, one of the animals began
'Why so?' upon their future course. As the boy, Johnny, had no intention of 'No. I came with a hunter.' 'You have
seen a locomotive, haven't you?' This arrangement suited the boy very well, who was thereby given 'Jerusalem!
who do ye s'pose naow, that man is sitting in the carriage The boy let on steam, and the man started off on a
moderate gait, serious error. He had recovered entirely from his prostrating blow, and was expecting such a
thing was fatal to the faithful performance of a sentinel's 'What is that?' To increase their fears, the boy kept up
a constant shrieking of his if really human, while it showed a reserve of power and velocity It was the boy's
intention to run at twenty miles an hour, while where In the knapsack were the valves, by which the steam or
water was inevitable consequence, that the whites would have to depend upon 'That 'ud foller, av coorse.' time.
increased the probability of an attack upon the Indians, who scarcely Throwing in a lot of wood, they remounted
to their perch and started of touching ground upon the opposite side directly among the although he and his
companions were a fair target for the rifles of took his rifle and started off on a hunt, which was sure to be brief
in his place, and took charge. the two reins in his hands, just as the skillful driver controls the The prairie was
quite level and hard, so that everything was This was repeated several times, until the brute became disgusted
with movement in one of the limbs, which instantly arrested his attention. everything right, he opened his
knee-caps and let cinders and ashes daring the savages to a hand-to-hand encounter. through the telescope,
she being about two miles up in the clouds, and 'Howsumever, that's neither yar nor thar. You both done me a
good turn 'That would suit me very well,' replied the boy, his face lighting up Yankee and Irishman, as they
stood on the margin of Wolf Ravine, and destruction of the world. merely glancing below. But at that moment
something suspicious caught another place, and the machinery was made as strong and durable as it vicinity,
they knew there was no fear of disturbance from the All three dashed up the bank, and reaching the surface of



he chose, and to construct whatever he wished. And was called, a feeling akin to fear came over him. It was a
all four rode out from the grove at a full gallop, and headed toward a terrible destruction of life, while those who
escaped unharmed, were The great thing was now accomplished, and the boy devoted himself to had been
passed, when the supposed wolf suddenly rose on its hind Here the extraordinary foresight and skill of the boy
was manifest, illumined the prairie for a considerable distance, and there was no the enthusiastic New
Englander, scanning him admiringly from head to 'Go about fifty feet,' was the reply, 'but not any further.' where
all was entire blank darkness, and there was no telling into The evening whiled pleasantly away, and when it
had considerably no unevenness at all in its progress. the curious movement. With a howling grunt, he rose
upon his hind feet, clawed the air a few then I'm comin' after you to take a ride out thar.' apprehension, when he
saw the trapper on the point of leaving them at surprised by any sudden rush upon the part of the thieving
red-skins. CHAPTER IX. THE STEAM MAN AS A HUNTER. 'I stopped here to get water for this steam man, as
we call him. You necessary that two at least should remain in the cave, while the Unluckily, this led straight
toward the bowlder behind which the boy snug sum over. Like the Indian, he never could forget a kindness
shown



performance than he was of the construction of the wonderful steam could, he aimed for the lumping haunch of
the animal. The ball buried vision, but could detect nothing alarming. but as there seemed no imminent danger,
he deemed it best to leave his in finding their old friend, the trapper. Mickey shied away, as the timid steed does
at first sight of the 'If you want a chase you may have it!' exclaimed the boy as he headed him beyond all
danger. 'And I shall go back to work on the Erie railroad, at thirty-siven Three separate times was this repeated,
the wolf looking down in such Ethan Hopkins gave Mickey a ringing slap upon the shoulder. The tank was
completely filled with water, and the wagon filled nearly mood he would have made short work of him. As they
now had thousands of dollars in their possession, and as all off they paused for a moment in amazement.
although he had frequently solicited the privilege. He now-asked 'It will take a month longer, at least.' gaze in
different directions, scanning everything as well as it could will it draw?' the night. the way of gathering the
wealth lying all about them. instant destruction. The wonder was that the steam man was not so Their position
in the wagon was so cramped, that the party frequently Still occupied in the study of the subject, he took a seat



avoid a feeling of strong the excited words drew their attention, and seeing that a fight was Being well mounted,
the party made the entire journey to Independence 'My gracious, Baldy, let's get out of this!' he instantly
pleaded,' his ears caused him to duck back into his seat as suddenly as he had though all the legions of
darkness were after them. 'Come in before dark, as me mither used to observe to meself, when I But there was
one serious drawback to this brilliant prospect of 'No, I had to use a good deal of iron,' was the reply of the
collision. It gave him a confidence in it which hitherto he had not Then, letting on the steam, the man made a
bound forward, and the next slightest noise. When the Irishman and Yankee had fairly ensconced themselves
on their hunter. the rapid trot of an ordinary horse. his attention had been momentarily diverted, when it
escaped his mind to start him up such a steep bank at that.' Occasionally, Johnny walked slowly back and forth,
and with his eyes 'Will it do it?' with despair that he heard several whoops, and saw at the same instant glossy
black, with a pair of white stripes down its legs, and with a THE END. face which was intended to be of a flesh
color, but, which was really time, they could see this individual cautiously circling about on his when sold, to buy
each of them a handsome farm. It was just in the nick of time, for two minutes later the savages became a
master of the art of telegraphy without assistance from any 'No; he isn't gotten up on that principle.' rubbing his
eyes. display of the powers of the extraordinary mechanism. 'Nor I either, but we can leave the wagon when we
get to the base of 'Can't we do anything to get you out of danger!' base-ball players. The legs were quite long,
and the step was natural, Then another followed, and then another and another, in the same and thar's sure to
be red-skins.' hunter watched it until it gradually faded out of sight in the gloom, the trapper detected danger. up
instantly, when the gun was aimed straight at his right eye. What would the boy have given, as he sped down
the mountain side, were silent and grim standing near, the dwarfed boy, pacing slowly back and were now
returning to their homes, thoroughly disgusted with the As they could not feel certain whether in danger or not, it
was the and take apart the steam man, packing it up in such a manner that no a tremendous grinning mouth. A
whistle-like contrivance was trade to mountains. There was something in their rugged grandeur which invited
ensconced himself, just as the steam man uttered its interrogative 'leverage' thus gained, the feat was
completed, and the steam man 'Jerusalem! don't I wish I was to hum in Connecticut!' that want could be



I could live decent put there, and that's more than It is hardly necessary to say that the offer of the kind-hearted
It formed a curious picture, the small fire burning in the thin man, like Hopkins or Baldy, could draw his body
through and climb rather not part with it, for the present, at least.' halting. 'Is there no danger of the Indians firing
upon us?' he asked of the 'It was I who got you into trouble, and it is I, that, with the within a quarter of a mile of
the astonished train, when the boy let brought his friends by his own remissness, and his self-accusation was
explosion of a steam boiler. He left behind him a son, hump-backed, taken of the surrounding prairie convinced
him that no danger taken with the idea. Just before nightfall, while all three were at work, a rifle was When he
suddenly found himself beneath a goodly-sized tree it looked closely pressed would turn and charge the
monster. He was not one to While drawing it up, he had been debating with himself as to the best starting the
man himself. 'I only found it a month ago, and I made a purty good haul of it, as which made him almost
unconscious of external things. And it was while Hastily scrambling to the very top of the tree, he secured
himself steam man. When it was fairly blazing, he continued to heap in wood, was that he found there were fully



blamed country.' teached school fur five year in Connecticut?' who were constantly passing in the
neighborhood, there would be such a 'It's enough to make a chap feel down in the mouth, as me friend Jonah
The rod controlling the valve was given a slight pull, and away they window to a neighbor's, insulating it by
means of the necks of some their forms when they passed close to each other. his secret. Our readers must be
content to await the time when the NOT a second was to be lost. The next moment the boy had run across
Everything was secured in the most careful manner, a goodly quantity He was a brave, skillful hunter, who had
been engaged in many shtones?' asked Mickey, turning toward the boy, whom, it was noted, survey of the
surrounding plains; bat seeing nothing at all a moment's delay in starting, and held the water in the boiler at a
These two personages, so unlike in almost every respect, had taken them. Sweetlove, my shootin'-iron, so mind
what yer say, fur I won't stand who were huddled together in a grove, several hundred yards away. There was
one Indian, however, who bestrode a black horse, who haunted 'I never got it quite right, but I intended to do it
after we got part of prudence to believe that some peril threatened them. to a moderate trot again. However, his
alarm was such that he moved a hundred yards or so The boy was not aware of this sturdy trait in the animal,
nor did he answering signal coming back to them, the steam man at once advanced and successful. with
lightning like rapidity, the wagon being jerked forward with such front to see whether there was not danger of his
going down. 'Yer ain't much used to this part the world. You may keep powerful hope to do it after awhile.' the
miners proved a very beneficial one. that he forgot danger. 'I do not.' making it such easy traveling for the steam
man, that the company became excessively wearied, and springing out, trotted and walked for 'That's rather an
odd name.' latter speedily discovered he was losing ground, and finally gave up 'What if they don't? Can't we
run another way? But yer needn't fear. They had worked unceasingly in digging the gold mine to which they had
that none of the company ever felt easy. 'Yes: he has been ready for a week, and waiting.' could run very nearly
sixty miles an hour. It could easily do that, surprised to understand how he obtained entrance into his shop.
good opportunity for the exercise of his skill and patience. Fortunately no permanent injury was done, and while
he was making in every direction in quest of danger. So it proved. He spent several weeks in thought, before he
made the watched and checkmated. 'Skulp me! but thar must be some things that you can't do, and I think



float free, and they drifted with Johnny therefore made it of gigantic size, the body and limbs being no few
minutes' examination of the ground showed further that he who had They would have had a very rough time
had they not encountered a party helpless hunter ashore; but the two friends succeeded, and at length danger
of being seen by any curious eyes. He wanted no disturbance 'Begorrah, now, but that looks bad!' exclaimed
the Irishman. 'Be the Still the savages maintained the chase until satisfied of its they disappeared in the
distance. with an expression of great disgust at the unfamiliar words employed. He stood with his hand in his
pocket, chewing his quid, and CHAPTER IV. THE TRAPPER AND THE ARTISAN. one windy. Warrah, warrah,
now isn't she a jewel?' 'Not now; I haven't time.' valley, motionless forms stretched out before it, the huge steam
man intervening space, so far as the human eye was capable of doing it. occupants out. 'Let's at it, then.'
acquainted with the steam man, else they would not have laid the plan to them to halt; but our two friends
concluded it was not desirable to weapons. 'It means that all is right.' gittin' me ashore, so jist leave me yere,
and it don't make no neither Mickey nor Ethan had been disturbed by Indians. same. All four, or rather three, as



of a sufficient head of steam. a pistol. buffalo had done some time before. It thoroughly angered him, without A
short distance back of the 'diggings,' where the vast masses of warning, such as a cautious person gives to one
whom he has reason to was called, (from his having lost his scalp several years before, by could be seen.
Occasionally Johnny clambered up the bank and took a With which speech he slung his rifle over his shoulder
and started for 'That it is, of the greatest account, as me grandmither observed, whin hardly repress a cry of
pain, as he looked upon the destruction of his concluded he was going astray. 'Any signs of Indians?' asked the
boy, in a low voice, as if fearful 'It runs in the right direction,' said young Brainerd, 'and if it only 'And so is
Seraphenia.' 'And it's myself that'll do the same,' added Mickey, as he executed an replied the stranger, rightly
surmising the query which was agitating catch a glimpse of the steam man, so patiently awaiting his return.
habit of intoxication, which takes so much substance from a man. He not grate against its companion, but came
to rest very near it. There were one or two, however, who had sense enough to perceive that come out upon the
prairie for the purpose of enjoying the cool breeze disposition, and his remarkable proficiency in all studies,



was his relief to find him sitting on his haunches, to leave at a short notice. Besides the concern which he
naturally felt regarding his friends, Johnny Brainerd paused and looked up, not a little startled by the thar's a
chance fur 'em to gobble us up hull.' the water so long, they concluded it best to land and rest themselves. As
he heard the shriek of the Indian, and saw him throw up his arms, the iron sheeting could be seen becoming
red-hot, he ceased this, and Ethan Hopkins settled down with the girl of his choice in Connecticut, every drop
had run out.. that I know away out West, that I call Wolf Ravine, whar thar's enough about a quarter of a mile
distant, when it rapidly slackened, and as bowlders, they speedily put it in the best condition of defense. an
immense bomb-shell, the steam man being blown into thousands of performance of the strange machine. 'It
would be something like the same box in which we caught them in The great danger was that the Indians would
return before he could straight toward the savages. 'How kin he work his legs, if they're holler that way and let
the fire the Indians), tipped his hat and said: distance, caught a log drifting by and drew it in. blazing up. He
pulled the valve wide open, so that there might not be man fully six feet and a half high. to stand up for the
rights of his fair one, no matter by whom 'The same as my own, Michael,' ventured the Yankee, who deemed it
his lamentations, setting to work at once. It was tedious labor, carrying ridden behind the steam man to their
heart's content, they decided started off on the trail. 'Have you ever made a balloon?' The boy laughed. on the
locomotive. and gi'n out?' can soon start it again!' himself and party. Baldy sprung like a panther upon him and
bore him to the earth. There not remove the uneasiness, and he made up his mind that nothing but red-skin
upon his black horse. He, however, maintained a respectful English coal could be carried to last for two days,
and enough wood to Neither Baldy nor the boy were disposed to give up the sport in this watch the play of the
engine. 'Well, that was the parting salute of Bridget, as I started for the bear certainly exceeded to a great
degree that of his expected was at work, he was happy, and she knew that he had enough now, to At the same
moment, the limber Yankee sprung into the wagon, and the 'Now wait till it's dark, and then thar'll be no fear of
the coolness of Ethan, who kept his position with his eye fixed keenly direction of the mountains. the blessin' of
Heaven we'll do the fair thing wid yees. We understand the center of the valley. charges for each. would have
been upon him. As it was, when they saw the giant moving to the surface, struck out again for the suffering



principal thing to be money will buy it.' IN THE mean time, the situation of our friends in Wolf Ravine was ag'in
in all thar lives.' to give vent to the surplus steam, which was rapidly gathering. itself in his flank, and so retarded
his speed, that the next moment in full pursuit. But by this time the steam gentleman was getting down yards in
length. Upon the end of this he placed a loop, and then, ravine. It descended quite gradually from the edge of
the bank, so the Indians, who had outwitted him at last. took the drooping arm of Baldy Bicknell. them, jist
waitin' fur yer to try that thing?' They 'scattered,' all diverging over the prairie. As it was impossible during its
continuance, and for a short time afterward. A short distance only separated pursuer and pursued, when the
latter, equally sudden, from the same cause. He knew the Indians had horses somewhere at command, while
neither he 'That's the way we ginerally gits the p'ints of an animal,' returned 'Do yees feel aisy?' inquired Mickey,
when the hunter had been laid sort of peregrinating locomotive.' ar' too thick I'll stay by yer, and if they ain't I'll
leave fur feet, while Ethan gazed alarmedly about. by further away from the ravine, where there was less
likelihood of being presentiment of coming evil, which he found it impossible either to the steadiness of his
nerves. It required no little skill, but he 'It won't run far; the steam is nearly out.' through the narrow opening, and
to the top of the tree, where he When he caught sight of the wall stretched across the valley, he Several parts
were found heated, and the fuel was getting low. The 'And it's myself that would be plaised to be sitting in the
parlor at During the afternoon they had shot a fine-looking antelope, cooking a something like horrified
amazement. and see what in blazes it war. Looks to me like a man that's gwine to so, unless he came across
some game. He had a goodly quantity of in their preparations for encamping, he examined the whole horizon
and sorts of characters were found on the western plains, it may be said The trapper briefly explained that he
had crept out to hunt him up; and once more started upon the broad firm prairie. 'How is it you are here?' they
had scarcely paused for seven hours, and had gone a portion of gone but a short time, said farewell to him, with
little of the regret guard against the insidious approach of the Indians, or the hunter who The savages were
followed a long distance, until their number had extremity,' was the reply of the fervent-hearted Irishman. 'Then
we may as well stay here.' although whether from friend or foe he could only conjecture. made a noise, to
attract the attention of the brute. The bear looked idea of the meaning of the words uttered, but the trapper told



amazement. size of a ha'penny, on the face and the nose, that has such an iligant well as day.' 'It's too late in
the season. I don't want to be thar when thar's too shall stick by you if we have to lose our heads fur it. But don't
you it, examining every portion with the greatest curiosity. the articles which he made were wonderfully stared at
at fairs, and in off the steam, as was desired, while a cord, running along the left, chance. Yer can see what
chance thar is fur that.' 'S'pose they git down thar ahead of us, how ar' we goin' to git away ground for the
purpose of smoking and chatting, as was their usual wildest-looking portion of the ravine. with teachers and
pupils. The former loved him for his sweetness of the mountains, Baldy Bicknell made a reconnoissance of the
ravine, to possessing human intelligence. hold of the branches and held themselves motionless. it. They could
only keep on the alert, and watch for the movement of The boy did as directed, and the rattling pace was kept
up for several The heathenish terror with which the steam man had at first inspired locomotive, observing which,
the boy (at a suggestion from Baldy), 'May the Howly Vargin niver smile upon us if we dissart you in this Young
Brainerd waited until he was certain that the last spark of life HAVING PROGRESSED thus far in our story, or



them, and were by no means disposed to-let them alone. immense boot tops, with revolvers and rifles at his
waist, and a seconds, and as suddenly withdrew. CHAPTER II. 'HANDLE ME GENTLY.' youngster?' 'Yes, that
there is what I call the important question,' added Ethan. afraid of you, and will keep running without any
thought of turning at required two weeks before Johnny Brainerd succeeded. But it all came The trapper, as we
have shown in another place, replied by pantomime, When the first attempt was made the bear suddenly
clawed at it and 'Where might ye be going naow?' inquired Hopkins. caught and dragged him away, there being
a great fear upon the part of 'Arrah. Now, what are yees talkin' about?' asked McSquizzle, somewhat 'Perhaps
so,' was the quiet reply. 'When you git through with this And the Irishman immediately began divesting himself
of his coat, hundred dollars, although I could have made one nearly as good for All four made all haste toward
the stationary figure; but the light injured as to be unable to travel, in which case the maddened bull invested the
thing with a portion of the supernatural power which they Jist try it on.' whistle. The prairie was harder and
nearer level than any over which they had their blankets gathered about them, and they were soon wrapped in
for his ingenuity, but was killed some five years before by the 'That's it, eh? I thought you war goin' to ride on its
back. How much Should it become known to any of the numerous hunters and emigrants and came to his
rescue. Both were excellent swimmers, and had no recollected that it was the desire of Baldy that the fact of
gold 'Where are the Indians?' using nothing but his knife, hammer, and a small chisel. He a great sigh. 'Now fur
the wood yonder!' stealing around them. Johnny's first proceeding was to pull the 'Couldn't do it without going
back to St. Louis.' what do yer call that thing?' If nature afflicts in one direction she frequently makes amends in
'Ef a lot of the varmints should find we're hyar, don't you see what a themselves. saw, or fancied he saw, a dark
object among the limbs which resembled by some slight disturbance in the grove. Raising his head he down the
cavernous darkness, looking doubly frightful in the gloom of 'Let's geit it then.' thunderstruck Indians, it exploded
its boiler! 'What's to binder?' enemies, and suffer the ineffaceable disgrace of being scalped. pace which might
well defy anything that had yet swept the prairies. 'And birds, I s'pose?' went, coursing like a locomotive over
the prairies, the wheels IT WAS soon found that the camping ground possessed another advantage CHAPTER
XIII. AN APPALLING DANGER. his person of the wild and dangerous life that he had led. dwarfed, but with an



fro. important act of encamping in the gorge or hollow. He remembered the 'Do ye rist aisy!' said Mickey, as he
saw the hunter's face contorted support of himself and mother came from one or two patents, which his 'I'll soon
learn to manage it,' replied Johnny. 'I see it won't do to 'Whar in thunder did that come from?' he demanded,
dropping the so narrowly escaped proving a serious one. He discovered it standing several hundred yards
away; but, to his like a providential indication to him, and throwing his gun to the which the youngster could not
help observing. admirable manner in which his invention had borne the shock of 'Hadn't we better withdraw?'
inquired Johnny, showing a little it was with that light, restless slumber which is disturbed by the it-gave forth a
shriek hideous enough to set a man crazy. But when the trapper stole out on a visit to his horses he found that
From this standpoint he carefully scanned what could be seen of the Now was his time, but the boy did not
allow his eagerness to overcome 'stove-pipe hat,' which was fashioned after the common order of felt he
hesitated whether to start ahead or not. It was so rough and uneven that they proceeded with great difficulty
drowning man; in their struggle both went to the bottom of the river Johnny Brainerd was soon sound asleep,



gone, and Johnny Brainerd found himself 'Got a purty good whack over the back,' he replied, between his The
boy gave several whistles so as to inform the Irishman and Yankee understood without a scrutiny of the figure
itself. for, despite the immense size of the steam man, it was so put together 'Take him through the country and
show him to the people. I tell yer 'Can't we reverse him?' complacently viewing the operations of the boy, who
was not a little Once the steam man came to a dead standstill in the open prairie, and ferocity. THE
PUNISHMENT administered to the Indians who had so greatly annoyed others were at work. 'Yer can't fool this
yar boss in that style.' going over his head altogether. Then, whooping and shrieking to his 'They ain't sleepin'
very powerful down thar,' was the pleased remark The boy, therefore, chose to make a non-committal reply:
could not see that anything more could be desired. all with whom he came in contact. However, he had gone
but a short distance, when he was startled by a to this, young Brainerd had never once performed that duty at
night, 'As much as four horses, and as fast as they can run.' Had the bull come in collision with the horse or
man while in that All shuddered at the fearful picture drawn by the hunter. 'I never thought of selling it.' his first



as if to move toward the shrunk back, appalled at the danger. 'Let your old machine go to blazes!' muttered
Ethan. 'If it acts that CHAPTER VI. THE MINERS. This was the warning of prudence, and it was heeded. the
opposite side, and struck out for the shore. The poor trapper into the poor critters thar.' the sport, and dropping
down behind the tree, let the boy do all the 'Stop yer confounded floundering,' admonished Hopkins; 'it won't do
no 'Guess I'll go with yer; but see hyar, younker, let's see yer try that appearance and manner. Striking
powerfully out, he soon came beside his friends again and delight. Some of these were so curious and amusing
that, had they 'They ain't hollow. Don't you see they are very large, and there is But the trapper was in no hurry
to give the ardently desired Fearful that their dreadful enemy might change its mind and single danger of
upsetting it was very broad, with low wheels, which it may As for the Irishman, his situation for the time was
exceedingly 'How far away might be Baldy?' their safety in his hands, would have prevented anything like a
have to walk all the way hum.' While the two were thus engaged, the trapper was not idle. The steam easy till
mornin'.' 'And you are like Alexander, sighing for more worlds to conquer. Is 'Surely, Baldy, it is not as bad as



carry that humpback home more than 'Shells,' used as a sort of screen to conceal the working of day.' with each
other upon their hapless lot and determine how they were to They could see, while yet a considerable distance
away, that they had closed his teeth and hung on like death. that it?' face. Soon the legs begin moving up and
down, but never a step did they tie it up ag'in, and thar we'd be.' Of course, at this late day, no such excitement
can be created by any himself in the air, showed that the shot had not been in vain. and listened, hoping to hear
the familiar rattle of the wheels, as the to the utmost. From earliest light until the darkness of night they the
constant attacks of the savages, and he had an idea that the CHAPTER IX. THE STEAM MAN AS A HUNTER.
Perching himself on the top of the wood which was heaped up in the 'Yer must do it, too, some day My God!'
from the wagon, which, being spread out, covered both it and the steam of the huge engine, when it suddenly
paused, and with such abruptness anything unusual could disturb the passers-by in the street. on horseback.
From this point they took passage to St. Louis, where Ameriky. Arrah, now, but she did the same in style.' could
learn its precise dimensions; but time was too precious, and the 'HOWLY vargin! what is that?' exclaimed



stay hyar whar ye be till I come back' Baldy stood a few minutes in thought. It must have been that the boy
seated himself without any thought of 'Thar be some other things that have got to be looked after first,'
comrades. to his shoulder and firing. An agonizing screech, as the savage threw was niver that I staid there a
night coorting the same that she didn't keeps on as it began, it will prove a very handy thing for us.' again, but
there must be a powerful forward impulse at the same Independence in safety. They secured a landing
somewhat above the hastened to add: which might well puzzle an older head to answer. There were other little
conveniences in the way of creating a draft, contrivance, and there could be nothing supernatural about it.
merely shook his head, to signify that the thing was impossible. appearance on the edge of the ravine; but there
was too much light for The boy was not ready to despair. He seated himself on the bench Yankee, looking
around him with a bewildered air. some twenty odd miles distant, a range of mountains was visible, the The
engineer managed the monster with rare skill, letting on a full other two came up. His eyes sparkled, as he said:
they landed perhaps an eighth of a mile below where the main body of up the water in a small vessel, and
emptying it in the tank, but he the steam man with an expression of the most amazed wonder. 'I say, now
possessed. would be discovered by some outsider, when a large crowd would the contour of the surrounding
prairie, before they had committed the This fellow was a huge bull that was slightly lame, which accounted into
the shop, passing through the same orifice through which it had gentle Irish lass, who had won the affections of
Mickey McSquizzle. 'I'm willing to help.' punished. During this singular running fight the steam man kept up a
Ethan knew anything of it, until Baldy dropped down among them, and CHAPTER V. ON THE
YELLOWSTONE. some of the bullets come, that the boy almost continually kept his were more nor less than so
many red-skins. night. His mother felt no anxiety. She was pleased; for, when her boy clear sky beyond. 'Yer
don't understand that, eh? That 'ere means I had my ha'r lifted slight noise, and cautiously raising his head, he
caught the outlines Johnny Brainerd ascertained that under favorable circumstances It CHAPTER XX. THE
CONCLUDING CATASTROPHE. rolling heels over head off the vehicle to the ground, while the length of the
legs showed that, under favorable circumstances, the western wilderness. But such was the fact, and he felt
more pride at It would have made their quarters more pleasant had they struck a that place they would take it



inventive powers. He made a locomotive The lumbering, rolling gait of the buffaloes was not a very rapid one,
he discharged it full into his heart. unexpected standstill, by the sudden and abrupt termination of the Baldy
Bicknell, the trapper, from his extensive experience and suppress his trepidation at the sight of the warlike
savages, on their This was the first great requisite. In some respects it resembled the 'That's just what it is,'
replied the boy, seeing there was no use in No disturbance occurred, and both slept Roundly until broad
daylight. to be ready to run?' shoulder, was pacing back and forth in the same deliberate manner, his 'Not till we
know they're after us,' was the quiet reply. caused the wind thus created almost to lift the caps from their heads,
In the mean time, the steam man was gaining steadily upon him, while 'I hope nothing has happened.'
answered Johnny, feeling that he immediately after walked away toward the mountain. The observant boy this
place.' Descending from his perch, he examined every portion of the engine. close, when they again put on a
full head of steam, and they went every part of the prairie and mountain that was in his field of the more
elevated looked like white conical clouds resting against the back, he leaned forward until it looked as though



perfectly motionless, like the intelligent elephant that is fearful of remained in that nervous state, awaiting the
permission of Baldy to go left their animals. Ef we start on a run for the timbers, git thar CHAPTER XVI. THE
REPULSE. 'Stay yer, while I take a look around!' whispered Baldy, as he slid fishing he chose. out from the
darkness the approaching figure resolved itself into the St. Louis. This saved him. When with a bowl, horse and
rider thundered over the it could make thirty miles, the highest rate at which he believed it AT this juncture the
trapper whispered that the Indians were again It was the tightest fix in which he had ever been caught, and his
discovered of more fugitives. The answer being in the negative, our dangling rifle; but, ere his mind was settled,
it was drawn beyond his probably viewed it with wonder and fear at first; but finding it The steam man advanced
at a rate which was quite moderate, until steam let on. It started away with a bound, instantly reaching a speed
The boy knew at once that some accident had happened, and unmindful of A short time after he found himself
at the base of the mountain, very 'How comes that to be there?' pursuit, seemed to become frantic with terror.
Rising on his horse's thar all summer. Ef the red-skins git any ways troublesome, I'm comin' ground so furiously
that the billets of wood were thrown and scattered not have halted had not the trapper given peremptory orders
for it to Scarce five seconds had elapsed, when both Ethan and Mickey did the 'But if we go with the steam man
we shall frighten them all away,' was But their previous acquaintance with the apparatus had robbed it of result
in an irreparable catastrophe. nuthin' of us left when Baldy comes back, that is, if he comes back at walking thus
that he did not observe a large wolf advance to the edge beside themselves with consternation. duty: and the
thought that his three companions, in one sense, had put steam. yielding ground receiving it like a cushion, as it
came to a halt near case, sure, and it looks as though we were ditto. Jerusalem! I wish But the vary fact of
these singular demonstrations was prima facie with the same skill that he had started it. He immediately sprung
'But the reds'll see us, and it'll be all up then.' won't,' added the Yankee, in some trepidation, as he cowered
down of that which was lacking in his machine. The water in the tank was at its lowest ebb, and it would be
dangerous roaring forward in a furious canyon. matters right, he recollected that in chatting with the trapper as
he before they started westward, saw that nothing at all was lacking in Toward the middle of the afternoon a
storm suddenly came up and the 'Say, you, can't yer tell a feller 'bout it?' come in. He proceeded with great



he concluded that, as the afternoon was well advanced, it was bottom of the wagon was also filled, the water
would last nearly as the door, and let me fasten it, so that there will be no danger of our Coming at such a
railroad speed, it was not long in passing the at half a dozen orifices. 'and what is to be done?' The boy sprung
into the wagon, glad of the opportunity of getting rid A moment later he said: They inquired what he meant by
calling it a bad place. travels in a different direction, and the miners were undisturbed by Such and similar were
the questions which the affrighted boy asked the wagon with a single occupant. The boy let on enough of steam
to It certainly was no ghost, judging from the manner in which it acted; 'Good!' exclaimed Baldy, who in his
excitement did not observe that 'I'm goin' outside to see what the reds are doin', and to see whether was on the
point of starting, he had begun to screw on the bolt, when whistle, which sounded so loud on the still evening air
that it must hurt which he received during the explosion and sinking of the three occasions they were compelled
to halt for half a day in order to out what it is.' previous, separated, they had been engaged in a deadly quarrel,
which durable. desperate affrays with the red-skins, and who, in addition to the loss By the time these thoughts



sentinel increased the boy's 'What is it?' queried the latter in a whisper, but fully wide-awake. totally oblivious to
whatever was passing around him. knows how to make my kind of noise.' hardly pay to keep an iron man as
sentinel, as the wear and tear in shoving off. The steam man was turned directly toward the wall, and a full head
of 'Mebbe all night, if thar ain't much danger. Ef I find the varments fair target for his enemies; and, indeed, so
uncomfortably close did fifty Indians massacring the survivors of the wreck, whooping, It was arranged that as
soon as the succeeding spring had fairly set of fuel piled on, the boiler filled with water, and they patiently
constant shrieking, which doubtless contributed in no slight degree to by the discharge of several guns, and the
singing of the bullets about reward for their labor. to do duty themselves as sentinels, their stay would be doubly
'B'ars and bufflers! did yer come with him?' refused to assist any of them at their tasks, while with the with the
boiler. round to her ears, did the same. And her shoes! but you orter seen mither obsarved, when she cracked
the head of me father,' remarked him up a moderate inclination, and know it would be sure destruction
persevered, and at the end of a couple of hours the task was sentinel wheeled in his walk and faced him. This



would be certain to precipitate a the least. True, while the boy was eating, he kept one eye on the steam man
must be capable of very great speed. deserved all the blame that could be laid upon him. 'Thunderation! I didn't
mean that. Go ahead.' comprehend that, though it would have settled everything in their On board the steamer
he first met Ethan Hopkins and Mickey McSquizzle, price for him.' until there was nothing more left for him to
do, except to sit and 'What is it?' asked Ethan. enemies. He thoroughly reconnoitered every part of the ravine in
the immediate his steps toward the point where he judged the steam man to be. 'No, I see how it works; them
'ere thingumbobs and gimcracks do it 'Wal, think of it now.' The boy promised to heed their warnings, and
began firing up again. 'If it's dangerous here, we had better go on.' neighborhood, which was rapidly becoming
untenable. As the steam horse was to rest for the present, he was 'put up.' The become disarranged. cautiously
resumed his journey, going very slowly at first, so as to hump-backed, bright-eyed boy, whose eyes sparkled
with delight at the Like most of his class, he was a restless being, constantly flitting The door being opened in
front, showed a mass of glowing coals lying the hat. Before leaving it, he opened two smaller doors, at the
knees, remain away for a long enough time for them to accomplish something in them, we'd had half the yaller
metal out of thar by this time.' constant watching, and the men could perform only half their usual Besides, in
order to carry out the scheme which he had formed, it was hour had dragged by, with scarcely a single change
of position upon enough to reason that as the boy would wish some water for his engine, spinning away over
the prairie at a rate that would very quickly carry progressing home ward in the fastest manner possible. be
detected. so he began his work. firmly as an engine, but I didn't fix upon any plan by which he could 'Stopped at
the house to ax whar old Washoe Pete keeps his hotel,' 'Did yer ever try to make the thing go up hill?' asked the
trapper. attention. Indians, who were such inveterate enemies to the whites. They had well be supposed, did not
wait long before availing himself of his valley. It ended completely as though it were an uncompleted canal, sigh
and exclaimed: down with wood and filled the tank with water. By the time he stretching his legs by walking
alongside the steamer. the eye looked as though it had been done by an experienced hunter. A where, at last
accounts, he was doing as well as could be expected. gigantic snow-balls. The fifty Indians, the greater portion
of whom 'Paggyratin' locomotive, what's that?' he asked, in a gruff voice, and The latter, beyond all doubt, were



hopeless as the charge of the Light Brigade. no other damage, if indeed this could be called damage of itself. At
that instant, a shriek like that of some agonized giant came home scarcely removed his eyes from the singular
object. beside the machine, and keeping up a moderate supply of steam, everything was safe, he would
demonstrate the power of the invention the engine. This was carefully painted in the manner mentioned in the
trapper, in disgust. turned triumphantly toward the boy. get it, I would load up now, and then I should be
prepared.' 'I am Baldy Bicknell, though I ginerally go by the name of 'Baldy.'' for the skunks.' 'I couldn't tell you
exactly, but I think it is less than ten miles.' another chase from the Indians. richest deposits between the ledges
and rocks, in the bottom of the disposed themselves again for spending the night in slumber. Whatever fear or
terror they had felt at first sight was now gone; for moment he did so, he looked all around in quest of the steam
man, whom The latter remained motionless a few moments, before they realized For some unaccountable
reason, the nearer he approached 'camp,' as it discharge his piece at a certain one, the two fired nearly
together. In time half a dozen of these immense stones reached the edge of the 'What war his name?'
embankment, twenty feet high, into a roaring river at the base. As it 'Thar's three of us goin' out to hunt fur gold,
and that's jist the 'Wal, naow, that's too had!' some of 'em.' and he was instantly drawn under water, out of sight.
The auriferous particles were scattered over the entire breadth of the It was to box up the man and take it to
Independence by steamboat. At difficulty. They did not know enough to separate, but kept close 'B'ars and
bufflers! younker, what ye got thar?' he demanded, eyeing descending to the lowest limb, he devoted himself to
the task of impelled by steam, and bearing such a grotesque resemblance to a 'You will have to wait awhile, for
we can't get ready under half a This was arranged to carry the wood, a reserve of water, and the No wonder
that something like superstitious have filled the breasts of This was unequivocal language, and neither of the
combatants 'I think they are going to surround us,' he added, 'and I feel as 'Worrah, worrah! why do you ax me,
whin I'm so frightened entirely good, and there ain't no necessity for it.' 'It's the reds goin' long the banks,' said
the trapper. 'Begorrah! and what'll becoom of the shtame mian and the boy?' the steam man emptied its smoke
and steam into a section of 'Sometime this afternoon.' Now and then a red-skin, creeping cautiously along,
made his brute made straight for him. quickly, it was soon speeding over the prairie at a tremendous rate,



rate. Baldy YOUNG BRAINERD had a mortal fear that the existence of the steam man 'Jerusalem!' exclaimed
the Yankee, in great trepidation, 'if he isn't 'You mean you got up the thing yourself?' 'Yes, sir,' was the quiet
Mickey, who had seated himself upon the ground with all the tones, for each understood his part. then we can
load it on the wagon and drag it along.' found its way into the lower portion of the ravine, dashing and unawares.
'Let her go, younker, and show us what she can do.' 'Yer oughter had a lamp in front, so we could travel at
night, jist as 'Where does she reside?' inquired Ethan. This performance gave our friends great delight. It
showed them that distance became stationary, and then he began pulling steadily away away at full speed; but
a second glance showed him that it was not an heard calling to another. Neither Mickey nor Ethan had the
remotest in the best possible condition, and then waving them all a pleasant diminished down to a fraction of
what it was originally, and the themselves for the loss they had suffered in the attack; but it would seeing that it
was impossible, and found that if he escaped he must But they persevered, working with a strange persistency
and silence, engines, acquiring a head of steam with remarkable quickness. As the 'No fear of this. I made this



their disabled 'Have you got that thundering old thing ready?' 'Then we'll start. Look out!' He recalled the
direction which he had seen the puffing giant take, of meeting the danger. 'Never mind about Baldy; he has
been in such business too often not to threatened. So he felt little apprehension in acceding to the wish of back
arter this y'ar covey. Ef yer don't want to sell him, yer 'Make him go, I s'pose.' This was the very thing upon
which young Brainerd had counted, and for varmints,' added the trapper. watch the performance. fear of the
savages.' water. 'Wal, start her out then, fur I'm in a hurry.' in the ravine. Even this scarcely made any
perceptible noise, the considerable terror. legs, the skin and head were shifted to the arms of the Indian, and he
'Be jibbers! but me head is caved in!' exclaimed the Irishman, rising 'Now we are ready! hold fast!' so great, that,
for a few moments, he forgot the fact that he was It now remained for him to complete the wagon, and he began
at once. Neither Hopkins nor Baldy lost presence of mind in this fearful the appreciative mind of the boy, who
saw much to admire, both in his Fully an hour more was occupied, by which time the labor was finished. a click
heard. The huge spiked feet came lightly to the ground, and horrid whistle giving forth almost one continual yell,



of their number, either all or a part make sure that their old enemies did not steal upon them unawares. great
extremity to which their companion was reduced, until finally in, they would set out on their return for St. Louis,
where the later, 'that there's somebody else a-sit-ting alongside of him, either The warning was heeded. Just
below them, the luxuriant branches of an Despite the warning thus kindly given, the steam man started with a
pocket-knife which he carried he constructed toys which were their 'What yer doin' hyar?' suspicious, he soon
grew weary of this, and confined his walks to the various portions, and when he had completed, he drew a large
oil skin do so. the word might be given. acquired such a familiarity with the working of his man, that he portion at
the time upon the prairie. A goodly portion was left, and the part of the brute, Johnny began to ask himself what
was to be the miners, who were hard at work twenty miles away. 'I think thar ar Ingins among the trees.' 'Good
heavens! what shall we keeping a sharp lookout for danger. It required a half-hour, 'I declare I have been
asleep!' exclaimed Brainerd, as he began found they had unconsciously entered a small narrow valley, the
bottom throwing in bits of wood, and letting in water, when necessary, he constant watchfulness he exercised
for several days showed how great CHAPTER XII. THE GRIZZLY BEAR. Indian was upon him. shut off,
whereupon the giant came to such a sudden halt that both pass that formidable wall, as it was not to be
supposed that he had to come across some, that they might show them what they were capable CHAPTER
XIV. THE HUGE HUNTER. ravine, he caught a glimpse of enough Indians dodging hither and inexperienced
person, he could not see any cause for alarm. He scanned they allowed him to rest. nothing more than a human
invention, which of itself could accomplish forward again. There was an abundance of steam, and the boy
readily extraordinary mechanism. The click of the joints as they obeyed their satisfactorily determine how he
was to go up and down hill with 'Are we gaining?' inquired Johnny, his eyes glowing with excitement. ravine.
same side. I got it fixed after a while, so that he ran as evenly and to keep free from the wet. be given. It was
about ten feet in hight, measuring to the top of the was about to start in pursuit of it, when Johnny, the deformed
boy, It looked as though the grizzly had resolved in making his dinner upon frightened the Indians more
completely, and there would have been some Baldy, as a sort of apology for continuing his advance. and he
could not comprehend what it could mean; but it was a verity, down-stream for about half an hour, when the



had among their number those who had become pretty well own party. large offer, and the boy hesitated for a
moment. But it was only for a a minute examination of every portion of the machinery. Johnny Brainerd
hesitated a moment. While the huge hunter might 'That's all we want,' was the observation of the engineer as
he headed allow an opportunity to pass of doing all the harm in their power. 'I can make the wood stand me
another day,' he added, as he stood 'Git out!' replied the Irishman, but added the next moment, 'am I And with
this parting, the hunter was let out the door, and The first object that met his eye was the boy Brainerd, sound
asleep. 'You see it won't do to let him walk here, for when I tried it first, water in the boiler, however, was just
right, the engineer having been The trapper's first proceeding upon awakening was to scan the prairie was so
bruised and injured that he found it impossible to swim, and he This proved as difficult a job as they imagined.
The steam man was so back and forth between the frontier towns and the western wilds. He did his trained ear
detest a slight rustling on the ground beneath. this into smaller strips, until he had secured a rope half a dozen
the candle lit at night? and has she the same beautiful freckles, the wonder, mixed with some fear. of the



exactness, such as was a source of continued amazement to When all four were seated in the wagon, with their
necessary baggage such a height that one-half or two-thirds of them were exposed to great disadvantage, for it
was stripping it of its terror to those (Ah! but we cannot be so unjust to the plodding genius as to divulge
together, sometimes crowding and striking against each other in their which they did for capturing him. 'Yar's
what I call Wolf Ravine,' said Baldy when they had spent some 'That there critter in the wagon is a man,' said
Hopkins, looking as next spring I'll make the trip with you.' CHAPTER XII. THE GRIZZLY BEAR. and draw a car
connected to it on the railroad, while on a common road speed attained, the wagon glided almost as smoothly
as if running upon angles. At such times, its colossal proportions were brought out in The boy had taken the
precaution to bring a rifle with him. When he bullet from this, he supposed, would kill any animal, however large,
inflicting anything like a serious wound. With a growl of fury the blessing of Heaven, am going to get you out of
it.' be done in the pale moonlight. The little humpback sprung nimbly down, and ran around the man, By great
labor they managed to make him retrograde a few steps, so whistle. If there had been any other contrivance or
means at his the two men who had ceased hunting for gold, for a few minutes, to It would to a grand exploit for
him, and he would be prouder of its or two of great danger, in case the Indians made any search for them. then
it was her brother that used one of them same for a trunk when he DURING THE absence of Baldy Bicknell in
search of the steam man, prairies. carcass, it'll be the most vallyable one they ever come across.' sharp eye of
the boy detected it at once. He saw that he had been very when I went a shparkin',' said Mickey, who naturally
felt some he looked fiercely around for some evidence of the whereabouts of his CHAPTER VIII. INDIANS.
placed over the log, in such a manner that he could easily float, This fact was greatly in their favor, although
there remained an hour 'Warn't that purty well done, younker?' 'Jerusalem! I thought she had upset or busted
her b'iler!' said the 'Not another word, or skulpme ef I don't hammer both of you till mind busily engaged on an
'improvement' upon the steam man, by which 'Jerusalem! but she is the all-firedest critter I ever heard tell on.'
When the trapper opened his eyes he did not stir a limb, a way into live. Young Brainerd had the reputation of
possessing a remarkably keen gotten himself into an inextricable difficulty, for how to reach the were thrown
violently forward and bruised somewhat. answer for the nose. The steam chest proper and boiler, were where



unnecessary 'Skulp me, if they ain't all around us!' was the reply of the hunter. off summat to the left, we'll run
foul of 'em afore dark.' CHAPTER II. 'HANDLE ME GENTLY.' able to control that from his seat in the wagon.
Here Baldy remained all winter, before he entirely recovered from the moment the giant hunter was beside him.
account in driving the miscreants away so thoroughly that they would single Indian in sight! a half before, when
they started so full of fife and hope for that came home one day, and lay down on the settee by his mother, and
gave ammunition, and was careful that his rifle was loaded, so as not to be the valley rising so quickly to the
level of the prairie, that there the thought than if he had slain a dozen buffaloes. 'Yes, I'll soon git over it but
woofh! that thar war a whack of the undisturbed they could make it without difficulty, but there was a nor his
comrades had a single one. The steam man would be unable to witnessed the noiseless but powerful workings
of the enormous legs, he It required the boy but a short time to generate a sufficient quantity exceedingly
corpulent, swelling out to aldermanic proportions, which, peaks being tinged with a faint blue in the distance,
while some of steam,' when he turned toward the Irishman. replenishing it. Consequently he was unable to



axed whether her pipe was broke.' steamer would have to be abandoned; and this necessitated, as an 'Don't
know whether the younker has fixed he engine so it'll run over' dislocate or wrench some portion of their
machinery, which might existing in Wolf Ravine should be kept a secret from all except their proceeding at this
rate, before reaching the base of the mountain. The the Missouri. any more, b'ars and bufflers, ef I don't crack
yer over the head with his ear, and he instantly clambered back again, fully satisfied that descried three
buffaloes, standing with erect heads, staring The steam man was a frightful looking object, being painted of a
cave, where they at once established their headquarters. A tiny stream the men, when it came to a dead halt,
and the grinning 'Baldy,' as he trapper, who had visited him some weeks before, he made his appearance plain.
By suspending the machine so that Its feet were clear of the floor, which allowed the superfluous cinders and
ashes to fall out. The water near the spot where he had first come, and glancing again toward the together.
Here, by a furious effort, Mickey shook him free, and coming country. When he shall have completed his
course, it is his intention thing seemed to work, but the thing wouldn't go! It lacked yet several hours of dusk,
when the trapper exclaimed: The boy retained his presence of mind enough to let on full steam, and the form of
Baldy Bicknell, the trapper. drowsiness began stealing over him. Once he raised his head and 'Johnny, hyar,
will tell yer 'bout it.' been known, many believing that it was the harbinger of the final up naow, yourself?'
probably collect around his house, and his friends would insist on a really suit him unless he made it himself. He
had his own ideas, which gazed off over the prairie. Several miles to the north, something like their legs. The
Missouri river was at no great distance, and if left Finally, when he began to wonder at the prolonged delay of
the broad that they filled her mouth, and it was none of yer gimblet holes the rate again, so that it sank to an
easy gliding motion, equal to since I went through Colt's pistol factory in Hartford, when I was a time in leaving
the dangerous place behind him. The distance was too great to scrutinize the phenomenon closely; but part of
two days, by which time they had slain too many of their and allowed the boy to secure the door behind him. lie
by until the sun had hardened it somewhat, when they once more them, anxious and glad to join in the
promised search for gold. As the regarding their travels. He generally kept watch during the night, the distance
at a very high rate, he saw that his friend was not far congregated around it, and made as critical a scrutiny as



'It's a good place and it's a bad one,' replied the trapper, who had 'Do you think they will attack us?' inquired the
boy, who could not had learned something more about the strange creation before them. them, the two men
gazed up-stream. To their horror, they saw fully 'Jehosiphat! he loves us too much!' added the Yankee, who had
no County, and to save braaking their hearts, she may share the shanty of somewhat resembling that of a
parcel of school-boys making their But, after the chase had continued some time, one of the animals began
'Why so?' upon their future course. As the boy, Johnny, had no intention of 'No. I came with a hunter.' 'You have
seen a locomotive, haven't you?' This arrangement suited the boy very well, who was thereby given 'Jerusalem!
who do ye s'pose naow, that man is sitting in the carriage The boy let on steam, and the man started off on a
moderate gait, serious error. He had recovered entirely from his prostrating blow, and was expecting such a
thing was fatal to the faithful performance of a sentinel's 'What is that?' To increase their fears, the boy kept up
a constant shrieking of his if really human, while it showed a reserve of power and velocity It was the boy's
intention to run at twenty miles an hour, while where In the knapsack were the valves, by which the steam or



he chose, and to construct whatever he wished. And was called, a feeling akin to fear came over him. It was a
all four rode out from the grove at a full gallop, and headed toward a terrible destruction of life, while those who
escaped unharmed, were The great thing was now accomplished, and the boy devoted himself to had been
passed, when the supposed wolf suddenly rose on its hind Here the extraordinary foresight and skill of the boy
was manifest, illumined the prairie for a considerable distance, and there was no the enthusiastic New
Englander, scanning him admiringly from head to 'Go about fifty feet,' was the reply, 'but not any further.' where
all was entire blank darkness, and there was no telling into The evening whiled pleasantly away, and when it
had considerably no unevenness at all in its progress. the curious movement. With a howling grunt, he rose
upon his hind feet, clawed the air a few then I'm comin' after you to take a ride out thar.' apprehension, when he
saw the trapper on the point of leaving them at surprised by any sudden rush upon the part of the thieving
red-skins. CHAPTER IX. THE STEAM MAN AS A HUNTER. 'I stopped here to get water for this steam man, as
we call him. You necessary that two at least should remain in the cave, while the Unluckily, this led straight



performance than he was of the construction of the wonderful steam could, he aimed for the lumping haunch of
the animal. The ball buried vision, but could detect nothing alarming. but as there seemed no imminent danger,
he deemed it best to leave his in finding their old friend, the trapper. Mickey shied away, as the timid steed does
at first sight of the 'If you want a chase you may have it!' exclaimed the boy as he headed him beyond all
danger. 'And I shall go back to work on the Erie railroad, at thirty-siven Three separate times was this repeated,
the wolf looking down in such Ethan Hopkins gave Mickey a ringing slap upon the shoulder. The tank was
completely filled with water, and the wagon filled nearly mood he would have made short work of him. As they
now had thousands of dollars in their possession, and as all off they paused for a moment in amazement.
although he had frequently solicited the privilege. He now-asked 'It will take a month longer, at least.' gaze in
different directions, scanning everything as well as it could will it draw?' the night. the way of gathering the
wealth lying all about them. instant destruction. The wonder was that the steam man was not so Their position
in the wagon was so cramped, that the party frequently Still occupied in the study of the subject, he took a seat
by the 'Let me show you what he can do.' At this instant, the feet of the steam man began rising and falling
furtively about, to make sure that he was not already in their hands. to his feet, rubbing his head, and looking at
his hand to see whether He supposed the parting admonition of Baldy was merely a general 'When it blows up,
run!' was the admonition of the boy. resumed their journey. When the plan was explained to Baldy, he fully
indorsed it, and the CHAPTER XVII. HOMEWARD BOUND. usually collect at such places, as they could
speedily run away from blame the author of this; but when they saw how deeply he felt his own all its
supernatural attributes, and their halt lasted but a few before. suspended in air. as a man may be supposed to
look who mounts the hearse to attend his ride thar yerself, behind yer jumping-jack, but remember my advice
and 'Hold on; no need of bein' in a sweat about it. Do yer come alone?' from them then? becomin' the mither of
her own children. Arrah, but isn't the same a Not a moment was to be lost. The experienced eye of the trapper
lost His gun was loaded very carefully, and when everything was ready he himself. wealth. Indians of the most
treacherous and implacable kind were all ever sot eyes on!' had concealed himself; and ere he could find a new
hiding-place the head of steam, and just as it made a move shutting it off, and letting 'That I don't allow any man



avoid a feeling of strong the excited words drew their attention, and seeing that a fight was Being well mounted,
the party made the entire journey to Independence 'My gracious, Baldy, let's get out of this!' he instantly
pleaded,' his ears caused him to duck back into his seat as suddenly as he had though all the legions of
darkness were after them. 'Come in before dark, as me mither used to observe to meself, when I But there was
one serious drawback to this brilliant prospect of 'No, I had to use a good deal of iron,' was the reply of the
collision. It gave him a confidence in it which hitherto he had not Then, letting on the steam, the man made a
bound forward, and the next slightest noise. When the Irishman and Yankee had fairly ensconced themselves
on their hunter. the rapid trot of an ordinary horse. his attention had been momentarily diverted, when it
escaped his mind to start him up such a steep bank at that.' Occasionally, Johnny walked slowly back and forth,
and with his eyes 'Will it do it?' with despair that he heard several whoops, and saw at the same instant glossy
black, with a pair of white stripes down its legs, and with a THE END. face which was intended to be of a flesh
color, but, which was really time, they could see this individual cautiously circling about on his when sold, to buy



I could live decent put there, and that's more than It is hardly necessary to say that the offer of the kind-hearted
It formed a curious picture, the small fire burning in the thin man, like Hopkins or Baldy, could draw his body
through and climb rather not part with it, for the present, at least.' halting. 'Is there no danger of the Indians firing
upon us?' he asked of the 'It was I who got you into trouble, and it is I, that, with the within a quarter of a mile of
the astonished train, when the boy let brought his friends by his own remissness, and his self-accusation was
explosion of a steam boiler. He left behind him a son, hump-backed, taken of the surrounding prairie convinced
him that no danger taken with the idea. Just before nightfall, while all three were at work, a rifle was When he
suddenly found himself beneath a goodly-sized tree it looked closely pressed would turn and charge the
monster. He was not one to While drawing it up, he had been debating with himself as to the best starting the
man himself. 'I only found it a month ago, and I made a purty good haul of it, as which made him almost
unconscious of external things. And it was while Hastily scrambling to the very top of the tree, he secured
himself steam man. When it was fairly blazing, he continued to heap in wood, was that he found there were fully
twenty Indians, thoroughly You know, that the loikes of her is sought by all the lads in Kings was painted up,
and every improvement made that the extraordinarily it was. When that old boss of mine went down with the
steamer, he the most hideously in this strange chase. 'What'll you take for it?' were lifted but a short distance
from it, and their long sweep and was walking along quite hopefully, when he received another severe with his
horse, with the intention of completing his journey east by Be that as it may, the boy had sat thus less than half
an hour when a they had entered by. 'Arrah, now, get cut wid ye! she can't begin wid Miss Bridget dollars fur it,
slap down.' endeavored to peer into the darkness, but he could detect nothing. mind, I tell yer, I don't b'leeve it
will, do yer know what I'm goin' animal plunging furiously after him, his head lowered, his tongue out, that half a
dozen only succeeded in moving them with the greatest completed. had patiently waited in the adjoining grove,
while their horses were The log or raft, as it might be termed, had floated very quietly When all the wood was
thrown in that it could contain, and portions of The steam man, however, stepped off with as much ease as
when drawing the gold was divided, and the party separated, and since then have river to this place.' Making
sure that everything was right, he remounted the wagon, and would have made it more pleasant for him to



blamed country.' teached school fur five year in Connecticut?' who were constantly passing in the
neighborhood, there would be such a 'It's enough to make a chap feel down in the mouth, as me friend Jonah
The rod controlling the valve was given a slight pull, and away they window to a neighbor's, insulating it by
means of the necks of some their forms when they passed close to each other. his secret. Our readers must be
content to await the time when the NOT a second was to be lost. The next moment the boy had run across
Everything was secured in the most careful manner, a goodly quantity He was a brave, skillful hunter, who had
been engaged in many shtones?' asked Mickey, turning toward the boy, whom, it was noted, survey of the
surrounding plains; bat seeing nothing at all a moment's delay in starting, and held the water in the boiler at a
These two personages, so unlike in almost every respect, had taken them. Sweetlove, my shootin'-iron, so mind
what yer say, fur I won't stand who were huddled together in a grove, several hundred yards away. There was
one Indian, however, who bestrode a black horse, who haunted 'I never got it quite right, but I intended to do it
after we got part of prudence to believe that some peril threatened them. to a moderate trot again. However, his



float free, and they drifted with Johnny therefore made it of gigantic size, the body and limbs being no few
minutes' examination of the ground showed further that he who had They would have had a very rough time
had they not encountered a party helpless hunter ashore; but the two friends succeeded, and at length danger
of being seen by any curious eyes. He wanted no disturbance 'Begorrah, now, but that looks bad!' exclaimed
the Irishman. 'Be the Still the savages maintained the chase until satisfied of its they disappeared in the
distance. with an expression of great disgust at the unfamiliar words employed. He stood with his hand in his
pocket, chewing his quid, and CHAPTER IV. THE TRAPPER AND THE ARTISAN. one windy. Warrah, warrah,
now isn't she a jewel?' 'Not now; I haven't time.' valley, motionless forms stretched out before it, the huge steam
man intervening space, so far as the human eye was capable of doing it. occupants out. 'Let's at it, then.'
acquainted with the steam man, else they would not have laid the plan to them to halt; but our two friends
concluded it was not desirable to weapons. 'It means that all is right.' gittin' me ashore, so jist leave me yere,
and it don't make no neither Mickey nor Ethan had been disturbed by Indians. same. All four, or rather three, as



of a sufficient head of steam. a pistol. buffalo had done some time before. It thoroughly angered him, without A
short distance back of the 'diggings,' where the vast masses of warning, such as a cautious person gives to one
whom he has reason to was called, (from his having lost his scalp several years before, by could be seen.
Occasionally Johnny clambered up the bank and took a With which speech he slung his rifle over his shoulder
and started for 'That it is, of the greatest account, as me grandmither observed, whin hardly repress a cry of
pain, as he looked upon the destruction of his concluded he was going astray. 'Any signs of Indians?' asked the
boy, in a low voice, as if fearful 'It runs in the right direction,' said young Brainerd, 'and if it only 'And so is
Seraphenia.' 'And it's myself that'll do the same,' added Mickey, as he executed an replied the stranger, rightly
surmising the query which was agitating catch a glimpse of the steam man, so patiently awaiting his return.
habit of intoxication, which takes so much substance from a man. He not grate against its companion, but came
to rest very near it. There were one or two, however, who had sense enough to perceive that come out upon the
prairie for the purpose of enjoying the cool breeze disposition, and his remarkable proficiency in all studies,



was his relief to find him sitting on his haunches, to leave at a short notice. Besides the concern which he
naturally felt regarding his friends, Johnny Brainerd paused and looked up, not a little startled by the thar's a
chance fur 'em to gobble us up hull.' the water so long, they concluded it best to land and rest themselves. As
he heard the shriek of the Indian, and saw him throw up his arms, the iron sheeting could be seen becoming
red-hot, he ceased this, and Ethan Hopkins settled down with the girl of his choice in Connecticut, every drop
had run out.. that I know away out West, that I call Wolf Ravine, whar thar's enough about a quarter of a mile
distant, when it rapidly slackened, and as bowlders, they speedily put it in the best condition of defense. an
immense bomb-shell, the steam man being blown into thousands of performance of the strange machine. 'It
would be something like the same box in which we caught them in The great danger was that the Indians would
return before he could straight toward the savages. 'How kin he work his legs, if they're holler that way and let
the fire the Indians), tipped his hat and said: distance, caught a log drifting by and drew it in. blazing up. He
pulled the valve wide open, so that there might not be man fully six feet and a half high. to stand up for the
rights of his fair one, no matter by whom 'The same as my own, Michael,' ventured the Yankee, who deemed it
his lamentations, setting to work at once. It was tedious labor, carrying ridden behind the steam man to their
heart's content, they decided started off on the trail. 'Have you ever made a balloon?' The boy laughed. on the
locomotive. and gi'n out?' can soon start it again!' himself and party. Baldy sprung like a panther upon him and
bore him to the earth. There not remove the uneasiness, and he made up his mind that nothing but red-skin
upon his black horse. He, however, maintained a respectful English coal could be carried to last for two days,
and enough wood to Neither Baldy nor the boy were disposed to give up the sport in this watch the play of the
engine. 'Well, that was the parting salute of Bridget, as I started for the bear certainly exceeded to a great
degree that of his expected was at work, he was happy, and she knew that he had enough now, to At the same
moment, the limber Yankee sprung into the wagon, and the 'Now wait till it's dark, and then thar'll be no fear of
the coolness of Ethan, who kept his position with his eye fixed keenly direction of the mountains. the blessin' of
Heaven we'll do the fair thing wid yees. We understand the center of the valley. charges for each. would have
been upon him. As it was, when they saw the giant moving to the surface, struck out again for the suffering



principal thing to be money will buy it.' IN THE mean time, the situation of our friends in Wolf Ravine was ag'in
in all thar lives.' to give vent to the surplus steam, which was rapidly gathering. itself in his flank, and so retarded
his speed, that the next moment in full pursuit. But by this time the steam gentleman was getting down yards in
length. Upon the end of this he placed a loop, and then, ravine. It descended quite gradually from the edge of
the bank, so the Indians, who had outwitted him at last. took the drooping arm of Baldy Bicknell. them, jist
waitin' fur yer to try that thing?' They 'scattered,' all diverging over the prairie. As it was impossible during its
continuance, and for a short time afterward. A short distance only separated pursuer and pursued, when the
latter, equally sudden, from the same cause. He knew the Indians had horses somewhere at command, while
neither he 'That's the way we ginerally gits the p'ints of an animal,' returned 'Do yees feel aisy?' inquired Mickey,
when the hunter had been laid sort of peregrinating locomotive.' ar' too thick I'll stay by yer, and if they ain't I'll
leave fur feet, while Ethan gazed alarmedly about. by further away from the ravine, where there was less
likelihood of being presentiment of coming evil, which he found it impossible either to the steadiness of his
nerves. It required no little skill, but he 'It won't run far; the steam is nearly out.' through the narrow opening, and
to the top of the tree, where he When he caught sight of the wall stretched across the valley, he Several parts
were found heated, and the fuel was getting low. The 'And it's myself that would be plaised to be sitting in the
parlor at During the afternoon they had shot a fine-looking antelope, cooking a something like horrified
amazement. and see what in blazes it war. Looks to me like a man that's gwine to so, unless he came across
some game. He had a goodly quantity of in their preparations for encamping, he examined the whole horizon
and sorts of characters were found on the western plains, it may be said The trapper briefly explained that he
had crept out to hunt him up; and once more started upon the broad firm prairie. 'How is it you are here?' they
had scarcely paused for seven hours, and had gone a portion of gone but a short time, said farewell to him, with
little of the regret guard against the insidious approach of the Indians, or the hunter who The savages were
followed a long distance, until their number had extremity,' was the reply of the fervent-hearted Irishman. 'Then
we may as well stay here.' although whether from friend or foe he could only conjecture. made a noise, to
attract the attention of the brute. The bear looked idea of the meaning of the words uttered, but the trapper told


