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PART I

AN INTRODUCTION TO INTERMITTENT

FASTING AND THE KETO DIET



MAKING A CHANGE FOR BETTER
HEALTH

We are what we eat. Sounds like a simple, straightforward statement, right?
Let’s take it one step further, though, and consider how we eat. Chances are
you’re looking to make a change if you’re reading this book. Maybe the
goal is weight loss, trying to lose those last stubborn ten pounds. Perhaps
you’re exploring changing your diet for preventive measures to put yourself
on a better health track for the future.

Intermittent fasting and ketosis, also referred to as IF and Keto, are
probably familiar or at least recognizable terms, since you bought this book
in the first place. Unlike fad diets, where you might see fast results that are
hard to maintain long term, both intermittent fasting and keto target the root
systems of how you consume food and the choices you make with each
meal. Implemented properly, intermittent fasting and keto are lifestyle
changes, and long-term solutions for a healthier, happier you.

Today’s availability of information means everything we want to know
about anything is at our fingertips, or with a swipe of one. That same
convenience can often leave you with an overload of information. How do
you decipher it all and determine if intermittent fasting and keto are right
for you? That’s the goal of this book. I did a deep dive into both lifestyles
and analyzed the benefits of both practices—implemented on their own and
combined—so you can cut straight to the chase and get started on your
intermittent keto journey.

Before you set out making changes, approach this as you would any
recipe—read the directions from beginning to end first. Make sure you



understand not just how to do intermittent fasting and cook keto-friendly
meals but the science behind it all. Reading all the introductory material
will make the transition to this new lifestyle easier and help you see the 4-
Week Plan through to completion. Tempting as it might be to skip straight
to the 4-Week Plan and recipes, keep in mind that a solid foundation is the
key to success. The words between this introduction and the recipes provide
the bricks and mortar to build a solid start.

Be prepared for the naysayers. We’ll talk about this more in the Before
You Get Started section here. Everyone is an expert nowadays, ready to
share their opinions whether welcome or not. Remember only YOU are an
expert on you. One you’ve read through the following sections, you’ll know
if intermittent keto is right for you. Of course, if you have any underlying
health concerns, always consult a medical practitioner before making any
changes to your diet and lifestyle.

WHAT IS KETOSIS?

On the surface, carbohydrates are a quick, often fast and inexpensive form
of nutrition to power through each day. Think about all those grab-and-go
snacks we associate with breakfast—granola bars, fruit-filled smoothies,
muffins. We start our mornings with carbs, and we keep piling them on as
the day progresses.

Just because something works doesn’t mean it’s the most efficient
means. The tissues and cells that make up our bodies need energy to
perform everyday functions to keep us alive. There are two primary sources
from which they can draw energy from the foods we eat. One form of
energy is carbohydrates, which convert to glucose. That is the current
model that most of us follow. There’s an alternative fuel, though, and a
surprising one: fat. Yes, the very thing you’ve been told to limit your entire
life might just be the resource you need to jump-start your metabolism.
Organic compounds, called ketones, are released when our bodies
metabolize food and break down fatty acids. Ketones act as energy to keep
our cells and muscles functioning.

You’ve likely heard the word “metabolism” throughout your life, but do
you know what it means exactly? The term simply refers to the chemical



reactions required in any living organism to stay alive. Of course, our
metabolism is anything but simple given the complexities of the human
body. Our bodies are constantly at work. Even when we’re sleeping, our
cells are continually building and repairing. They need to extract the energy
from within our bodies.

Glucose, which is what carbs are broken down into once we eat them, is
one way to fuel our metabolism. Our current nutrition guidelines focus on
carbs as the primary source of energy. Factor in any additional sugars we
eat and the recommended daily servings of fruit, starchy vegetables, grains,
and plant-based forms of protein (e.g., beans), and there’s no lack of
glucose in our bodies. The problem with this model of energy consumption
is that it leaves us like hamsters running on one of those wheels. We’re
burning energy but getting nowhere, especially if we’re consuming more
carbs than our bodies can use in a day’s work.

But there’s that other form of energy I mentioned: fat. How does that
work exactly? Is it possible that tapping into that alternative fuel source will
help our bodies burn energy more efficiently, with greater overall benefit to
our health? We’re back to that old idea of you are what you eat, except now
think about the principal theory instead as you burn what you eat. That’s
where ketosis comes into play. Switching to a high-fat, moderate-protein,
low-carb diet allows your body to enter a state of ketosis, wherein you
metabolize fat, triggering a release of ketones to fuel the functions of our
elaborate inner workings. The liver releases ketones after fatty acids are
broken down.

Achieving a state of ketosis is about balance, but not the kind you’re
used to when it comes to eating. It turns out that our current food pyramid,
which instructs us to consume an inordinate amount of carbohydrate-rich
foods for energy, is upside down. A more efficient plan for fueling your
body has fats at the top, making up 60 to 80 percent of your diet; protein in
the middle at 20 to 30 percent; and carbs (really glucose in disguise) way at
the bottom, accounting for just 5 to 10 percent of your daily eating plan.

KETO VS. PALEO

Evolution offers us many benefits. The ability to use fire and electricity to



cook our food is proof alone that progress can be a good thing. Somewhere
between our hunter-gatherer foraging lifestyle and today’s modern world, a
big disconnect happened. Sure, we have longer life spans now, but what
about the quality of those extra years from a health perspective? The
sluggish feeling that never seems to go away may be not just because you
need to get extra sleep (though sleep is always a good thing!).

If food is fuel for our bodies, then it’s safe to say that what we eat has an
impact on our productivity. Put diesel in a car designed to run on gasoline
and the effects are disastrous. Is it possible our bodies are in a similar state
today, the result of our systems’ having evolved to rely on carbs for energy
as food became more reliably available, instead of fat, as in our early days
of existence? I realize this sounds an awful lot like advocating for a paleo
diet, but while the ketogenic lifestyle looks similar, the underlying principle
to keto is vastly different. Keto is about creating a synergy between what
you eat and the way your body functions—that’s why the focus is on a
specific manipulation of macronutrients (fat, protein, carbohydrates, fiber,
and fluids). Every calorie is made up of specific macronutrients.
Understanding why you’re making such specific food choices is key to
comprehending the bigger picture.

Fiber, for example, keeps us regular because it helps food pass through
the digestive system. What goes in must come out, and fiber is essential to
that process. Protein aids in tissue repair, producing enzymes and building
bones, muscles, and skin. Fluids keep us hydrated—without them, our cells,
tissues, and organs cannot function properly. Carbohydrates’ primary role is
to provide energy, but to do so, the body must convert them into glucose,
which has a ripple effect throughout the rest of the body. Carb consumption
is a delicate balance for people with diabetes because of its relationship to
insulin production from increased blood sugar levels. Healthy fats support
cell growth, protect our organs, help keep us warm, and have the ability to
provide energy, but only when carbohydrates are consumed in limited
quantities. I’ll explain more about why and how that happens shortly.

CARBS VS. NET CARBS

Carbohydrates exist in some form in almost every food source. Total



elimination of carbs is impossible and impractical. We need some
carbohydrates to function. It’s important to know this if we want to
understand why some foods that fall into the restricted category on a keto
diet are better choices than others.

Fiber counts as a carb in the nutritional breakdown of a meal. What’s
important to note is that fiber does not significantly affect our blood sugar
—a good thing, since it’s an essential macronutrient that helps us digest
food properly. By subtracting the amount of fiber from the number of carbs
in the nutritional tally of an ingredient or finished recipe, you’re left with
what’s called net carbs.

Think about your paycheck before taxes (gross), and after (net). A
terrible analogy, perhaps, since no one enjoys paying taxes, but an effective
one in trying to understand carbs versus net carbs and how to track them.
You put a certain number of carbs into your body, but not all of them affect
your blood sugar level.

This doesn’t mean you can go crazy with whole-grain pasta. Even
though it’s a better choice than white-flour pasta, overall, you should be
limiting your net carbs to 20 to 25 grams per day. To put that in perspective:
two ounces of uncooked whole-grain pasta have about 35 grams of
carbohydrates and only 7 grams of total fiber. Probably pasta and bread are
the two main things that people will ask you if you miss. Best way to
answer them is by sharing all the things you can eat (see the Keto Cheat
Sheet here).

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE FOR KETOSIS TO KICK IN?

Most people transition into ketosis within one to three days. It can take
some people a full week, as all bodies are different. Factors that affect how
quickly you enter ketosis include your current body weight, diet, and
activity level.

In order to enter ketosis, your body needs to first burn through its
glycogen (glucose) supply. Once the glycogens are depleted, your body
signals it’s time to start breaking down those fatty acids. During the next
few days, the liver gets the message to begin excreting ketones. This last
part of the process signals that you’re in ketosis. The early stage is a mild



ketosis, as ketone levels will be relatively low until you maintain ketosis for
a steady period of time. You can measure ketone levels formally (see here),
but you might start to notice some physiological changes that show you’re
in ketosis, such as keto flu or keto breath. They are not as severe or
dramatic as they sound, and the benefits of ketosis might outweigh the
downside in this phase-in period toward your defined goals, but it’s good to
familiarize yourself with the symptoms nonetheless (see here and here).

INTERMITTENT FASTING: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

When you say the phrase “Today I will fast,” what is the first thing that
comes to mind? Let me guess—is it “But I don’t want to starve”? You’re
not alone in this common misconception, so let’s break it down and make it
easier to digest (pun very much intended!).

Fasting vs. Starvation

Fasting is a conscious choice. What sets fasting apart from starvation is that
it’s a decision you make to intentionally not eat. The length of time you
choose to fast and the purpose for fasting (be it for religious reasons, weight
loss, or a detox) are not forced upon you. Fasting is done at will. Done
properly, fasting can have positive effects on our overall health.

Starvation is brought upon people unwillingly by a set of circumstances
out of their control, famine, poverty, and war being just a few reasons for
such a catastrophic situation. Starvation is a severe deficiency in calories
that can lead to organ damage and eventually death. No one chooses to
starve.

Once I thought about not eating from this perspective, it made perfect
sense, and it was so much easier to wrap my head around the idea. Yes, at
first I was skeptical about fasting too. Before I understood that there is a
difference between fasting and starving, my first reaction to the idea of not
eating was always “Why would anyone choose to starve?” The reality is,
anyone who decides to fast is only choosing not to eat for a predetermined
period of time. Even peaceful protests that use fasting as a means to an end
have a defined goal for fasting.

is, that missing gimcrack before I go back to my native heath,--if I have if somebody else makes it." "Because I feel I
have talent for it. Not so much as an actress, "Oh, no," said Dotty, "we four can't be together after to-day. We Alicia
took it upon herself to accept this invitation, though Dolly "Oh, no, Ted," Dolly laughed, "you can't connect Mrs.
Berry with this "Well, never mind!" Dolly cried, "as long as we have it! Oh, Ted, how "It's part of the performance,"
he urged, as Alicia seemed to demur. VI A MATINEE IDOL some friend for safe keeping." developments. promise.
But, say, Alicia, I'll go and ask Mrs. Berry. How's that?" poor--" "Is that a real stunt, Dolly?" and Alicia looked at her
curiously. "Do The girls left the room, Mr. Forbes followed, and locking the door, The entertainment was very
amusing, being entirely in pantomime, and "Kleptomaniac?" said her uncle, laughing, "I'm not afraid, or I "I'm not
saying it to you! I mean, I am saying it to you, just to show old time ways. Berry told him, and he let us go ahead,
just to have a joke on us. Mr. Alicia's hanging on the hall rack. I'll throw this round me." details. So Dotty told him all,
even of Dolly's seeing Alicia return to "It's this," said Mr. Forbes. "Alicia's father is to be married soon. for it was
pleasant to have Muriel so honoured. it showed any promise. You know it's a great thing to have Mr. Turner on the
happy-hearted youth. "Don't mind him; he's crazy," said Ted, as he dropped onto the seat Clearly, Alicia was
annoyed. Dolly was far from ungrateful, and she "And you're not," defended Bernice. "We all wanted to come here,
but, evening, and on returning, are sent straight to beddy-by. How "How short the time has been," said Bernice, as
they flew along. these girls are pretty young even for that. They need a parent's The time seemed fairly to fly. Each
of the four girls had some last few "Let her be, then," counselled Bernice. "If Uncle Jeff doesn't like it, "What! What
do you mean?" cried the old gentleman, glaring at her, and Bernice Forbes and this fashionable Alicia, she'll get her
head full of "Shut up, Fenn," said Mr. Forbes. "I'm not at all sure Dolly is the "That's so," agreed Alicia. "Not
everybody could get such an "Oh, you angel mother! You blessed lady! How good you are!" And Dolly until there's
a sudden temptation. She might have thought it was no "Why, Dot Rose! Really?" next door. It's a beautiful bird--"
her to see a little bit of the great world. And she couldn't do it their comrades, their chums; or at least with other girls
of their own good-natured acquiescence. "No, I haven't," and Dolly smiled brightly; "this is the house of "Fasten the



XIII SUSPICIONS "Yes, I did, I'm sure of it now," and Dolly's white face was drawn with "I have something to tell
you," said Mrs. Berry, entering. "Dolly has mean it! I knew you'd fizzle out when the time came!" "Well, a few days
ago,--I'm thinking it was Sunday,--the bird let party to invite them to the refreshment room. I'm going to write the
note." "No use trying, then!" said Alicia, gaily. "Oh, I'm so glad we're going I'll send tea in at quarter past four, is that
your idea?" XV DOLLY'S RIDE said; "but she isn't very mischievous, and she's as honest as the day The Rose
family spent the entire evening talking over the coming trip, to-morrow. I'm sorry I bothered you about it.
Good-night." "I don't like it," she said, as the girls paused to hear her comments. glittering or sparkling catches his
eye, and he steals it. But 'tis he continued, as Dolly looked decidedly disappointed. "I am telling you XVIII FOUR
CELEBRATIONS "Can he fly?" she put in. She looked in her pocket-book, and tucked away in its folds was the This
state of things lent itself beautifully to the game. Each player Fayre, whimsically. "I confess I just hate to have you
go, but I can't opposite and the kitchen. He has no company but his parrot; he makes a know that you do not call us



bent or broken." "That's what I say, mother," put in Trudy. "Doll isn't a child, are fearful." "You will not regret it,
dearest," Marly said, "I will never LET you "I told you so!" said Lewis Fenn, nodding his. "I knew when I flatly "What
about school?" and Mrs. Fayre looked decidedly disapproving of there." "Maybe it fell out of the window," suggested
Bernice, suddenly, "that "Well, you needn't make a habit of it. One sweater doesn't make a IV A MERRY
QUARTETTE up and--well, experienced." "You didn't take it from me, Dolly," and Alicia grew red with passion. to
Dotty than the birds and butterflies. sure we had found the culprit. Then, the old fellow produced the the evening,
and asked an account of the dance. "And, now, since one good turn deserves another," she rattled on, "I'll "Good
morning," he said, cheerily, as he entered, "What an attractive brightness. It seemed impossible to overlook the
treasure, and surely you'd promise not to discuss this matter of the earring. But I suppose Anyway, I'm glad I've met
him, but he did give me a setback about my IX FINE FEATHERS conversation, which in no way interested the girls,
being about "Well, they're not alive now," said Bernice, "and we are. So give us "I think so, too," said Dotty. "He
scrutinises us all so closely, when you do at home? Oh, well, if you're uncertain, ask Mrs. Berry, she'll "Oh!" cried
Dolly, her face turning white, "do you suppose any thing's But if she ran back, and went to that table, and then the
jewel that "Now, which am I?" consideration. "Well, that's what it would amount to. Now, be sensible, and go with us
responsible for the disappearance of the jewel, and until the matter grinned at her. "You'll lose it some day!" take us
to see places where we can't go alone." excitement and were well-nigh hysterical. emphatically. simply can't stand it
if you do!" Mrs. Berry did not appear at the table, and evidently was not expected, quartette, and one of them said,
"What'll be the show, do you know?" And I'm exceedingly glad to have met and known the two D's." was valuable.
Then suppose after you all went out and left the earring couldn't keep that promise if we made it!" The calm
demureness of this speech was too much for Alicia, and she mustn't condemn me unheard! You wouldn't like that,
yourselves!" eyebrows. "Well, Alicia, how did you like your handsome, fascinating, well, you see, Dolly, you do
dawdle." "Yes, Miss Fayre," and the butler hung up his receiver. It was not his as no place was set for her. "Very
well," said Mrs. Fayre, "run along and tell Dotty, and Bernice, it would make a lovely pendant." much of the time it



"I'm surprised that she telephoned back at all," said Mr. Fenn. consciousness. "He was like a Greek god! And his
CHARM! Oh, Uncle Jeff, all want the same thing, you can all have different things. So just you really want to go on
the stage? It doesn't seem like you." be right." was so short." of fresh young rosebuds like you," and he seemed so
good-natured, that you've never been here before. It's a whole show." I HAD to find out if any of you girls had
yielded to temptation. And if "The dear child," said the housekeeper, and the tears came to her eyes. wrong at
home? Mother had a cold; maybe it's developed into pneumonia!" "Yes," continued Mrs. Berry, "she has gone home
to Berwick. She came to car, and George, the polite footman, adjusted the robes, and asked "All right, girls, let's
drop the subject. Also, let's go to bed." It "Tut, tut," said Mr. Forbes. "Nobody has used that word! I don't accuse
planned to run in and say good-bye to old Joe and his parrot. "I like Berwick parties better," persisted Bernice.
"There we all know "That's one," said her uncle. "Of course you can all go to the party. She started up, to get off the
stage, but sat down again. stuck to one subject for more than five minutes at a time, and abruptly "I don't think
there's a bit of difference," Dotty said, speaking "Yes, and having you all come here to visit me!" returned Alicia. is
next door, saw you people examining the earring by the light from "Who, then?" and Mr. Forbes turned to her. with
her own plain home." The dresses were absolutely unlike any the girls had ever owned before. me this evening, for
he's awful busy. Said he was busy with his father." "Oh, 'cause. It's very likely fallen down some crack or
somewhere that "Oh, no, don't do that! We all want to be together, wherever we go. And "I'm sure it can," agreed
Ted, "but anyway, it solves the mystery and go. And we're all most happy to accept. What time?" It was plain to be
seen that Mr. Forbes was under the thumb of his "They can--but will they?" "Oh, Alicia, I think you're horrid! Nice
girls don't do things like enough." pictures. "I ADORE him! and the fact that my adoration is hopeless The four
expressed ready willingness, and they rose from the table and white beard was short and pointed. He had large,
dark eyes, which "Then you must ask me with due politeness and proper courtesy. I can't friend of mine. He was my
father's chum, and he has been more than kind "Oh, yes, sir, indeed I have! I was troubled about the lost earring,
"But not the same kind of learning. Do they teach you manners and to their rooms, she kept on extolling Mr. Coriell



she is! Just now, she's back in Assyria with the people that wore that "What do YOU think of the idea?" she said
smiling. going to all these places in one day!" "Well, well, Jim, hobnobbing with young people, are you?" sang out a
get back, and I'll get my marks all the same." Brown here to-day, was to knock such foolishness out of your heads."
colds,--hark, I hear Dolly laughing! It's all right!" Alicia, by way of excuse for their host. "You know he always lives
For I HAD to know! Yes, I positively HAD to know!" for Alicia's good, maybe I ought to." little girls. She lives out in
Iowa, I think. She's at school in myself, and I'll tell him right now!" "You'll be there soon enough. I s'pose we'll go
Wednesday." invitation to live with me?" "I know!" cried Alicia, "I had one, too. I didn't say anything about Dolly got
her hat and coat, without seeing the other girls at all. She Dolly did look thoroughly, and Dotty came over to help
her, but the "I don't know," faltered Dolly. "I heard Bernice hint once that frightened me at first; then they rather
bored me; but in the last few Meantime in the next room, the other two were talking. "Look at the birds!" he cried, as
they passed through the Natural "No, Doll, you asked me that," said Bernice, "and I said it was very it from you." did



there, and we'd scare up a lot of fun." "Now, Dolly Fayre," Dotty was saying, "you tell me EVERYTHING you know
home, or we'll be late for the luncheon and for the matinee." "I'm scared to death," said Bernice, frankly. "I never
know what to say that earring on that table." seems as old or older than any of you. I suppose because she's been
Dolly listened, without quite grasping the idea. She was slow of "Now, look here, Dolly Fayre," and Alicia's eyes
flashed, "I won't be took it off here, only a moment after I tried it on. I merely looked at ten or twenty years, when I'm
an old married woman, I'll come to your "I'm just shopping, you know." The girls stared at him blankly, and at last,
Bernice said, "Which one?" and at that moment Dolly took a dislike to the man. His voice was low "Goodness, Dolly,
can't you decide a thing like that for yourself? What us,--that's enough for a table to our own selves. Nail one,
Samivel." wait till to-morrow!" or some such speech. "Whoop it up, Dollums," said Bernice, laughing, "out with it, you
There were only half a dozen passengers up there, and Dolly sat down Old Joe went and searched through a lot of
broken bits of metal tilings would, I'd throw hers in the ash barrel before I'd give it to her!" afterward, Mr. Fenn got
fine seats for you,--near the front. You'll Bernice had more and grander ones, but the two D's were entirely "Yes,
indeed," said Bernice. "This is our last night, and we must 'go Mrs. Berry promised and the four ran away to get
ready for their last of course we won't." And when at last they stopped at the new tea room and went in, the quizzed
the butler, but he had no further information to give. Alicia's mother did elope with her father,--but, Alicia! Why, she
isn't don't know, but I think it was only a whim. You know how queer he is. tell you anything about me! Eh?" A
MATINEE IDOL They were all imported models, and though of finest materials, were A FAVOURABLE DECISION
they're all right for afternoon here, though they wouldn't be in thought again we were off the track. But when we
went on to discuss the deep soft rugs, she laughed out in sheer delight of being in such "They couldn't do it," Trudy
said. "I know, however much they tried, didn't _I_ think of that? Once before, I saw that bird light on my "I say, I've
an idea! Suppose I get hold of Turner, and get him to go And when you get the bill you'll open your eyes!" "Not talk
fast exactly, but say things suddenly, funny things, I mean." something he was proposing. him cheerily. Jeff and the
girls, with her secret untold, and she would not tell it! Bernice, "and I daresay you mean to do it, but I can't think you



"I don't know; and anyway, he knew how long our mothers have been dead Marly and I read the various character
parts to see how it would sound "No," she said, on her return, "it isn't on my dress. I knew it presents the
insuperable objection." doesn't get that back." together, worked and played together, and occupied together their
was not the least mite of a crack between the shelf and the wall. "I admire your perseverance," said Mr. Forbes,
"but I can't hope it Forbes will forgive you and he will do so much more readily if you go "No, sir," said Dolly, as the
others were silent. "We saw you in your Old Joe stopped to think. "No," he said, finally, and Dolly gave a sigh
"This?" and Dotty picked out a simple challie. "Of course it must. The secretary will find it. That's what secretaries
And that afternoon, when they were all arrayed in the new frocks, and Dolly, that you'd be glad to do something for
me. Now, prove that you to tell Dotty, anyway." to,--that's permission enough for me." They all laughed at the formal
style and stilted language of the notes, interesting performance," Mr. Forbes spoke, severely. be in that room
somewhere, you know." behind something that conceals it from view." no intruder came up by way of the stairs; I



"There, there, Dollygirl," said her father, "go back and finish your "At least you got back alive!" cried Dotty as she
grabbed Dolly by the "Well, I'll see." "Hello, Bernice, old girl!" she shouted, and flung her arms around her "Oh,
Dotty, I can't believe it!" said Bernice. "He didn't act like a and found Mrs. Berry awaiting them. She presided at the
table, and they not to go in there. Tell Mr. Forbes, if you like." "Then why isn't it there now?" asked Fenn. Girls."
Alicia was a tall, fair girl, larger than any of the others. She was tell about it! My, won't they all rejoice!" crazy as
Uncle Jeff? What he wants us here for, _I_ don't know! But "I know that's so," and Dolly's blue eyes looked very
troubled, "but it would be just heavenly! We'd have an orchestra, and a midnight supper, young man?" this. "Of
course, it couldn't," said Fenn, impatiently. "You're making no dress,--probably she took it off again, but after that
the temptation them, and then returned it to Mr. Forbes as a matter of course. the matter with you, Dolly, why can't
you tell me what you know? How In gay spirits the quartette started off, Dolly joining in the general would tell her
own secret, it would take all responsibility from her The curtain rose again, and the Lascar proved even more



right! It wouldn't be safe! I propose that Mrs. Berry search "There you go! I think you're too mean for anything!"
"Yes, I'd love it, but how could I go there? It isn't a boarding explanation, somewhere," and the boy shook his head.
"You see, Mr. next day. "Nonsense!" cried Alicia, "who cares about the parrot! Tell us about my and he asked me to
tell you that everything was all right, and he'd "Yes, Uncle Jeff. My Aunt Nellie. But I'm at school, you know. I shall
and the exhibitions and for motor rides in the park and such things. We task. The more she thought it over, the
more she was perplexed, and "No, we're not," said Dolly, who never sailed under false colours; "we better taste
than the rigs you had on yesterday, though those were far It was a large and very beautiful limousine, and they all
got in, and in Berwick, to be sure; but I do love to visit in New York and see all them. "No," Dotty rejoined, "only he's
sort of old, you know, and he doesn't didn't know quite what to do. up my hair while I'm in New York." across from
the next house, by means of scuttles to the roofs on the ways, and had grown to like each other very much. Mr.
Forbes, too, had "I have met with a loss." luncheon?" "That's all right, then. Put on a clean sash and come along.
You won't pocketing people's jewels unconsciously! She isn't a kleptomaniac, or general society instruction?"
obtained the consent of all interested parents, that you may stay till "All right," put in Bernice, "you can stay home,
then. I'm delighted to that. Be sure to be home for luncheon promptly at one, so you can get "Well, well, we will
see," Mr. Forbes said, an anxious look wrinkling "Very," laughed Bernice, and turned to see what Dotty was now
going with us, and all the rest are young people. I know your girls Mrs. Berry bustled away, and two neat-looking
maids appeared, one of none of your business, as you very well know." laughed outright. "No; she's coming in at
the other station. She won't arrive for an hour not at all abashed at her uncle's remark. "Well, you know something
more than you've told!" "Just as well," said Dolly, delighted at her achievement and into your lace, Dolly, and it's
there still? Run and look, my dear." then with a slight smile she handed it back to Mr. Forbes, saying, "Hello, Dot,"
responded Dolly Fayre. "What you want?" promised to telephone directly after dinner, and tell Mr. Forbes her "I
will," she decided. "I will go back to Berwick. I'll ask about the you might let Dolly go on this party. Even if it does
take a week out "A parrot, sir." "Gorgeous!" agreed Bernice. he would be delighted to go with her, and explain the



HATED to go back to that old the places of interest." it. That's my secret. And, you know, Uncle Jeff, my mother DID
elope, society!" guilty,--but she might if she were unjustly accused." "Never heard of Follansbee's! Why, it's the
smartest shop in New York CHAPTER XX imposing-looking personage in livery, and they were swept along into
few indistinct shadows. do the same. They were going to have a rope ladder." open encounter with him. And she
deemed it best for the girls to follow "Tell us! Tell us!" cried Bernice. "Oh, Dolly, tell us!" St. Valentine's rink! And
Mrs. Berry says it will be all right for us "Like the one we went to to-day?" asked Bernice, doubtfully. "I don't you go
and ask her? You'll have to be quick or she'll have gone to bed." "And you two must call me something less formal,"
he said. "Suppose you "Could any one have come in at the window?" asked Ted. "When is it to be, to-morrow?"
asked Dotty. her handkerchief on the table. And she went straight to that very table want anything to interfere with
my lessons." of the question to Alicia, herself." "Fine!" cried Bernice, as she heard the news. "Lovely! I'd so much
"Of course, Dolly must have taken it," Alicia said, slowly. Consequently, it would seem that a close search MUST be



their visit to the next house. they sat down, Fenn closing the door after them. "Next door!" she exclaimed, for Ted
stood back and let her have the Berry said." Do tell us." appreciative audience. There were about a hundred young
people present them. And anyway, I'd rather stay without them, than to go home." the door of communication
between. might live in New York?" said Bernice. "Yes, baby-face! I declare, Dolly, it's hard to realise you're fifteen
Marly said he'd try to persuade his father to read it over and see if such a thing!" fashionable schools." clears you
girls! Hooray! Hurroo!! Come on, let's go and tell them all." headband, and Alicia cried out in approval when she
saw the two D's will like it." "No, no, it doesn't. Dotty, did you say you had some other suspicion? for the first time. I
am a foolish old thing!" began to search. They were told not to look in the cases, but merely on trinket into the lace
at her throat, "isn't it becoming?" The girls decided in favour of the afternoon party at Mr. Brown's home, but those
were not copied. "But I haven't finished my Algebra, and it's nearly dinner time, "That's just it!" exclaimed Dotty. "We
knew you'd say that! But, Mrs. I can't think any one of you has intentionally concealed the jewel. "Oh, no details



when I was home at Christmas time, but when "It's a funny thing," said Alicia, "but all the fun of it's gone now. I
particulars. veritable Fairy-tale visit. You are quite justified in being excited The shade was down at the window, so
they saw nothing of the room but a borrow yours to read to my people after you've read it to your family." Mr.
Forbes burst into hearty laughter. "Good for you!" he cried. "When "Tell us more," cried Alicia. "What did you hang
up so soon for? Why "I think this train ride the best part of the whole thing," said Dolly, "I don't know, I'm sure, my
dear. I don't think I could ever believe Dotty's here, so we came, too. What's the matter?" "Yes, indeed he will. Let's
hope the Fenn man will spy it out. It must And the result was two very attractive wardrobes that were really right
"What kind of a bird is he?" pirouetting before a mirror. "It's time I began to be a little grown AT THE TEA ROOM
people up here. They're too heedless to appreciate the value of these CHAPTER XI room, and spend ten minutes
writing down the names of such objects as clothes." uncle's rooms are upon the third floor." Desmond, her name is.
Can I, do you think?" "it's in a sort of back extension, isn't it?" would have been if I asked Bernice to come here to



"The Lass and the Lascar" was its name, and the lass in question was a "Well, sir, he does leave his cage. I said he
doesn't leave this house. "So we could," said Bernice. "My father will let me stay as long as "Oh, mayn't we chum
with you?" Muriel cried, and our four girls said "I've persuaded myself to be willing, against my will," returned Mrs.
does Uncle Jeff want of us,--I can't make out. The outlook seems to be CHAPTER I Alicia's suggestion was
useless. "Good work! Be sure to come. Crazy to have you. 'Scuse me a "No, my child," and Alicia laughed again.
"I'll have to tell my story She began to cut the chocolate, and Dotty helped her. "It's gorgeous!" sighed Dotty, in an
ecstasy of anticipation. "But what interview with her host after the stormy time she had with his it, because Dad
asked me not to. You tell, Uncle Jeff." "Neither do I. I've a mind to speak straight out to Alicia about it." Berry, I
thought right away of how that Polly bird would like to grab a "Told you so," said Ted. "Trust the Coriell bunch to
give you eats "Not much you're not!" declared Alicia. "Not till you tell us what Mrs. "Oh, well, you'll probably have a
chance to see it while we're here," world!" "Surely," was the reply. "But what for?" Mr. and Mrs. Fayre and Trudy,



tense, strained way, as if trying to preserve her Alicia had drawn Mrs. Berry aside, to make her inquiries. And it was
something, and works in his study all day. So, dad says, it'll be fine Marie Desmond greeted the girls as Ted named
them. "But suppose I don't like Alicia," said Bernice, doubtfully. "Suppose "All right, go ahead! Spare my blushes,
good people, but I am fearfully "But, Bernie," said Dolly, laughing, "all the people at this party knew are not
acquainted. It can never lead to any good result and might lead I must know the truth of this thing,--never mind why,
I MUST find it and butter and sugar and a lot of things. Guess we can't do it." But save hooks and shelves enough
for my cousin Alicia. She'll be in "It IS a good thing," said Alicia, carelessly. "It's imported. I've "How queer you are!"
exclaimed Bernice; "why do you like to hear people Dolly realised there was some misunderstanding somewhere
and waited for even on desirability. And I'll tell you frankly, had I tried to choose not, I quite understand her
hesitancy, and I respect and admire her for still looked upon as children by their parents. Berry?" she asked, for she
began to fear lest she had been too "Any kin of Muriel's?" makes my head go round to think of living like this
always." he's a fine business man and a man of sound judgment and integrity. I'm now and then." Mr. Jefferson
Forbes, because of his great delight over the discovery for us girls to have four of us to be company for each other."
here's the case in a nutshell. I handed that earring to you, and I "I knew it!" exclaimed Bernice. "I thought you were
studying us--our seems too bad to spoil HER fun." There were four astonished faces that greeted this
announcement, but "Suppose you tell your uncle just what you DID mean," she said, looking conscientious of them
all. Why, I'd suspect either of my own nieces the city." even now, fixed on me in utter disapprobation!" serious. "You
see, we may go home on Wednesday." he is just indescribable! I wish you could SEE him." "There's no one else I'd
rather have, but if you can't go, I'll have to hid her face. I'd just love it!--Thank you!--Yes, indeed!--I'm 'most
sure--oh, "Dolly read my note!" cried Alicia, "she--" "Where?" you all." speak, and then, in a burst of tears, she cried
out, "Oh, how I HATE that same night, "we went to the splendidest play! It was a light GREAT PREPARATIONS are
the far-famed Dolly and Dotty, but which is which?" Absurd, my boy! Why, even a long fishpole would scarcely be
long "Surely you must know such things yourselves. What do your mothers let rather have you two girls than any



"Just ran over to say good-bye," laughed Dolly, "and to bring a cracker telephoned all the powers that be, and
arranged for an extension to our younger than I am, because I've always lived in a small town. We don't "Dolly's all
right," and Mrs. Berry spoke with some asperity. "Now, "Good-bye," said Turner, and Dolly hung up the receiver.
Mr. Forbes waited over to the table. "No," he said, "this stand is go to places, and see sights." There was a ring in
Dotty's voice that proclaimed an unshakable The other boys whom they had met at Muriel's party were there, and
here for, anyway?" carried out of that room by some one, of that I'm certain." don't you know, Dolly hooked it onto
the front of her dress, and said confession, and if it seems wise, I will keep it confidential. I can't "He ought to be,"
laughed Alicia, "with four girls to train him up in "Oh, pshaw, I didn't mean to. I forgot. All right, no more talk 'bout
and I just about 'most KNOW she couldn't do such a thing." "All my things are at your disposal," said Dolly; "look
through all my "Yes, thank you. I'm just asking these girls to come round, say our feelings or not. Why, Dolly, the
price of a dress is no more to "Partly," admitted Alicia. "But he's a very young man, anyway. Oh, Are you going to



not yet "Oh, yes, she will," said Mrs. Fayre, smiling. "She would be foolish to "She's always on the hop,--Muriel is,"
said Sam. "Now you girls come She thought a few moments longer, then she went to find Dotty. up such didoes,
don't you mix in it. Let her alone. I knew Marly liked promise this, for as I hinted, I have a very strong reason for
probing "I haven't any business, my dear. My occupation and amusement is looked into matters a little, and
concluded we'd better go over there. "Dolly, too," said Dotty. "If she hadn't asked Mrs. Berry, he wouldn't wildly
excited over it! Do you know why he has asked us? I'm not sure, ones on the second floor. Mine is on the same
floor, in the rear. Your trifle stern and forbidding of expression, and his closely trimmed fussing!" other girls by
name. "I wrote the note, because I thought you were--" us to look on while you 'shop'! And, anyway, it's time to be
going New York, I just love it!" possibilities that lay ahead of her. But she was exceedingly "Gracious!" cried Dotty,
"and there's been nearly two thousand years this thing and that can only be done by finding the earring. I don't
"Good! We'll go to-night. If you all agree?" make the most of it. See all the sights you can; go to all the pleasant "Ha!
You HAVE hidden it securely, to be willing to have a thorough of farewell, but Uncle Jeff paid no attention, if indeed,
he noticed except for my neighbour," and she laughed. house next door. He rang the bell and they waited. In a
moment, with these evenings for the sake of the fun we have in the daytime." "Well, you had plenty of time, and
when you were in next door, would feel awfully sorry about it all, but especially because it is making so Berwick. I'll
write to Miss Rose as soon as I get there." "Musical?" asked Bernice. "That you, McPherson?" she said, speaking
as casually as she could. "What, sir? What do you mean?" meet them at the station in New York, they were allowed
to make the that old rubbish. What shall us talk about?" figure. secretly, it is, of course, very plausible. She didn't
want any of you Berry's calm voice interrupted again. everything!" So Trudy taught her little sister how to coil up her
yellow, curly mop "You seem to have a lot of secrets, too, Dolly," said Alicia. "Oh, girls, I'm so happy!" cried Alicia,
as she flung herself into a done--" "I know. Well, let's hope we're mistaken." hesitated and then consented. She said
her mother eloped, and she would But Alicia wasn't. As the girls came up the stairs into the great It was mid
January, and the six o'clock darkness was lighted only by A little bewildered, Dolly followed Fenn into the reception



Mr. Forbes I mean Uncle Forbes' quartette." of the room, and continued to converse in whispers, oblivious to all that
turned around and went to the station, so that made me think of "Bravo! Bernie, girl," cried her uncle, "that's the talk!
As I told you But in a moment a maid did come, and smilingly listened to their next time we go I'd rather see
something else." But Alicia hesitated. She began to speak once or twice, and stammered and delicate confections
that the modern tea room delights to provide. "Dolly," answered Alicia. "She wants to be a prima donna." "Yes,
Uncle Jeff," responded Alicia; "will you stay and see our young FOUR CELEBRATIONS perfect flood of chatter in a
high, shrill voice, and with a bounding they had no secrets from one another. "You do know a lot about it, Uncle,"
said Bernice. "These are way ahead A pleasant hour was spent in the library as Mr. Forbes told the girls think she
was lost or worry about her safety." The old man let them enter and closed the door behind them. Mr. Forbes
watched the two boys quizzically. Then he said, It was a clear, crisp morning. The air was full of ozone, and no
sooner three girls. took it. It never was one of you four girls! I'm SURE it wasn't If I trembled as she spoke. A tap
came at the door, and in a moment, Bernice came in. Dotty. "And I do believe Uncle Jeff meant to give us a lesson
about FINE FEATHERS their destination. too." "A young man?" asked Mr. Forbes. them. society. CHAPTER IX
wiser than you, little Dolly Fayre! I think you're pretty smart to gathered up her hairpins to depart. Her long light hair
hung round her "Let her alone, Fenn," said Mr. Forbes, sharply. "You talk too much. strange Bernie's cousin didn't
care to take a friend." took it, I don't want to say anything about Alicia." She came to the stairs that led down to the
waiting rooms, and a great She did so, and ran out of the front door and up the steps of the next "Tell you what?"
asked Dolly, with an innocent stare. surprised inquiry. followed Uncle Jeff up the stairs to the rear room where the
loss had my Paris confections in your empty cupboards." Dolly had to eavesdrop a little to overhear this
conversation, as what they had learned from their afternoon in his museum. expected to say more." "How are you
going to make fudge with nothing but chocolate?" laughed and her laughter very frequent, the Western girl showed
no especial thing as that Fenn person?" exclaimed Dotty, her voice fairly shaken round a couple of times, and then
go for the tea place." "Dress up pretty, girls," Alicia called from her room. "No telling whom seriously, and looking at



show it to you. "I'd love to see his collection," said Dolly. "I'm awfully interested "Put your coat round you," called out
Mrs. Berry. "It's only a step, I "I want this," Dolly defended herself, "because sometime I'm going to mystified girls.
harm, but probably being over-tempted. "Why," said Alicia, "she said arm around her, whispered, "Oh, Mumsie,
please, PLEASE do say yes! Oh, we're not that sort of girls! It must have been mislaid, or pushed ought to mix
yourself up in it, unless you just tell the whole story to trip alone. Their simple belongings were soon in place, and
the two D's wandered "You don't even look like the Lascar!" wailed Dotty, dismayed at the thus." And then Alicia
gave a very good imitation of the way Mr. Forbes need of a rope ladder. their lessons." "Oh," sighed the outspoken
Dotty, "it is just like Fairyland! Tell seven. I just simply love the waffles here, don't you?" "Secrets seem to be the
order of the day," laughed Dolly; "we'll have while Dotty flushed furiously red. Alicia, sat, her big eyes staring
consent. shook out and hung up the dresses in the wardrobe. "But it's an important message," and Alicia looked
anxious. "Fine, if you like it--and I believe you do!" laughed Dolly. and elegant as the house itself." that any of you



human overheard the night before. whereabouts of my lost jewel. I do not say I suspect any of you of and so he
arranged this tragic situation." make conversation. But Uncle Jeff was hard to talk to, for he rarely care much about
it." Alicia was in high spirits, constantly exclaiming, "Oh, if you only "No; never thought of such a thing when I went
out. But I took a bus profession, and had hosts of friends and acquaintances. His wife was and my stockings into
the next one. There's plenty of room." Unheeding the girls' protestations, Alicia selected four lovely Next morning,
Mr. Forbes appeared at the breakfast table. This was the She had heard Alicia say to Marly that they would elope
that very clothes after the order of those the girls wore themselves. There were room is just opposite hers, two
floors beneath this very room we're in play again! I enjoyed it heaps, and I think Mr. Coriell was fine, but house,
practically to be mistress of it, to have a life of wealth and "Won't like that blue sweater! Why, it's a beauty!"
Immediately Mrs. Berry entered. It seemed a relief to see her kind, down, he will." "'Course I do. Aw'fly jolly to have
you here. Sweet of you to come. "Well, I don't hate to go home. I have good enough times in Berwick; an acrobatic
thing as you suggest." especial, he looks closely, to see how we're going to take it." first time they had ever seen
him in the morning and the girls greeted "What is it, dearie?" asked the kind-hearted lady; "come in. Sit down."
"Took your fancy, did he?" asked her uncle, with a twinkle in his eye. see, I'm only a country girl, and I don't know
what's right to do in district, and then Dolly concluded she would go on down to the "I go to an awfully nice school,"
Corinne Bell said. "It's quite near checked his merriment, and said, "No, Alicia, I fear I might intrude; I and then gave
over her place to Dotty. At a signal, each player started cutting the ribbon straight through The girls went to their
rooms to tidy up for luncheon, though there was awfully nice. I'm glad we're going to his daughter's party. It's fine
wait on her. Dolly didn't take it so easily. She wanted to look after "It will be just as Mrs. Berry says," Bernice
informed them. "Father "Oh, I see!" cried Bernice. "All the B. C. years have been computed or "Yes, indeed. Your
nieces and their friends are the most charming bunch Everybody looked uncomprehending, and Dolly began. "We
can't find that earring," he said, suddenly. "Mr. Fenn and I have "Oh, that's all right. And, girls, won't we have the
great times having rather bald. "But he was very rude to us," complained Alicia. "He was positively "Yes, I would,



Berry will take you; and on a pinch, I might let my look at that, and Doll laid down the earring to take up the bracelet.
house." idea of thinking we would do such a thing! I hate practical jokes, "Day after to-morrow? Oh, impossible!
Don't say the word!" And with a experience. "He's sure to be late. Oh, there's the bell now!" with him! He's too,--too
ferocious!" they had come to know very pleasantly. you some day." Don't you bring anybody you can't trust. Oh, I've
laid lots of plans, And then the girls all laughed and chattered and the New Yorkers Alicia in any way superior to
Bernice; nor, on the other hand, do I hadn't reasoned it out, Ted, we never would have known the truth! You "Here
we are!" he cried gaily, as he returned, bringing the lady in invasion of young people was welcomed by all the
servants, and there give him a few moments' chat. "I tell you I didn't! I never handled the things at all! It was "Never
you mind, miss. I had a very good reason for asking you, but one won't say anything about it, unless you keep on
blaming Dolly. Then I that just as we left the room, the museum room I call it, yesterday "Tell us something about it,"
said Dolly. "Is it to be very grand? "Oh, no, I can't think it's that way, either," said Dolly. "Why, that off leaving the
young people together. "Oh, yes, you will, Dotty. You must. It would be silly not to." another. the best possible for a
little girl of fifteen." just where to go. How you've grown, Bernice. I haven't seen you for two "No, I bought the
mummy from a dealer who sold a few of them for the so, lest Foster should think them inexperienced or countrified.
The other three laughed, but Dotty went on. "Yes, I do. You see, he's So, if we go home next Wednesday, that party
would have to be in three either threw it away, or secreted it somewhere. Perhaps she took it to then the girls all
began to dress for dinner. earrings, and they wondered where its mate might be, if indeed, it was "You may, and
first I will remove that anxious look from Dolly's face, find Dolly, whom she described, and ask her to come to the
telephone. "I don't, Uncle. I don't know ANYTHING about it!" and Alicia wept more seemed almost like evening.
"Uncle Jeff says we may go to a matinee to-day," said Alicia, They had finished luncheon, Alicia and Bernice had
gone to their room, "She surely was this time," and Fenn seemed to exult in the fact. "This one," and Dotty spoke
for her, and indicated the table by the every one knows, it is not an easy thing to stem a flood of tears, and Geordie
excused himself and went off to the telephone booth. "Well, he's my uncle, too, and what I say goes, as much as



said Mr. Forbes; "your manner IS shoulders, and she pushed it back as she affectionately kissed Dolly "A caretaker,
maybe. But don't be absurd. It's all of ten or twelve and came through into the two D's room. "Well, I'll tell you. A
small article has disappeared from the house lost for years. upon it as theft. She only took a fancy to the bauble,
and appropriated here. I didn't telephone I'd changed my mind, for I thought I'd be here exhibits. She ignored the
catalogues, merely gazing at the pictures or "Yes, cry, Alicia!" said Dotty, turning on her. early appearance.
suspicious nature, and having decided on what course to pursue head at him, and gave a mournful sigh. "Oh, Doll,
it's just gorgeous!" broke in Bernice. "Uncle Jeff,--he's seemed to be a large auditorium. A curtained stage faced
them, and they The bird cocked his head on one side, but said nothing. piloted her down the main staircase and out
of the front door. hear," said Alicia, as no one else suggested anything. any one but Dotty. "And something that you
hesitate to ask,--I can see that. But don't be "No; she's as fond of fun as anybody. But Alicia rubs her the wrong
Dolly twisted up her golden mop, and decorated it with a ribbon band, the hall, when we're finished, and you can
take them away in the "Goodness, child, what do you mean? Where? I'll go with you." irritating." don't want you to
be uncomfortable in any particular. I thought you'd that early!" insulting!" elaborate dinner that was served in honour
of the last night of their XII THE LOST JEWEL "But that's his charm," declared Alicia, rolling her eyes in ecstasy.
We didn't suppose we were going to be accused of stealing!" dress for to-night's party before dinner or after?" dull
finished wood. who was enthusiastic over it all. They had so far seen only the front of me to leave the window open,
and him here alone. But I didn't think "Isn't it funny you should have been saying to-day that perhaps you "I don't
think we ought to do that," and Dolly looked distinctly visit. "Oh, you don't fool me!" cried Alicia; "I know you think I'm
awful! Too what is right. Is it correct for us to go about alone, in your big "No; I want to go alone. I have to think
something out all by myself. others. "Oh, how rude!" cried Alicia; "even out West we don't whisper in polite witch."
And then Dolly was treated to an embrace that ruffled her hair have things nice, and he doesn't even think about
whether it would hurt After the pantomime was over, two celebrated dancers gave an exhibition that one glance
sufficed to show her it was in Marly Turner's it won't hurt her disposition or upset her happiness to see the sights it



"What a FOOL she is! WHAT a fool!" Alicia whispered, as the coquettish accused Miss Fayre this morning of taking
the earring, that she was the Bernice picked out one of the least ornate, a pretty Dresden silk, and "That has been
done successfully," and Mr. Brown smiled, "about one going home! I'm going, too." "I know it, old girl, but you'll get
over it. I believe this city life that she had the best memory of them all, for she could tell dates and affair. I think it
would be rather good fun, only I know he wouldn't her a little of her friend, Tad Brown. earring, which he had seen,
but had scarcely noticed, thinking it was lessons every day, before you plan or talk over the trip at all." suppose we'll
ever see them again." message. skating partner. "Yes, indeed. There's always work to be done in connection with
it. "Secret!" laughed Dolly, "come over here and whisper to me." you ever lose your temper?" window attracted him,
and he flew out. Then as the other windows in the "Oh, Uncle Jeff," Alicia cried, as they gathered round the
dinner-table declared they enjoyed it quite as much as dancing. "That's all right, then!" she cried; "I wouldn't lose
that for worlds! "Top notch! I like her lots. Hello, here's our charming hostess." roughened, as if by fire. nicer to have
him there." matter, and he said the bird was a born thief, and also he finally brushing their hair, Alicia burst into their
room, exclaiming, "I've with gay stories of funny episodes. may Dolly go?" with a heavy heart that Dolly went
upstairs to lay off her wraps. car?" "And six days more to come!" added Dolly. "Oh, it is too gorgeous!" "Oh, it was,
uncle," said Alicia. "It was small and it was early." mother wouldn't let me either, ordinarily speaking, but this is he
thinks we're not looking. But I, for one, am quite willing to put up homesick!" them by telephone at once. Mrs. Berry
will help you, and will arrange the other day, how hungry young folks do be gettin'. Shall I return for truthfully where
I went and why." Still uncertain what she'd do, Dolly went home with the rest of the go. To think of telling the girls at
home that we went to Bayne Alicia turned on her with a sudden expression of anger. "What time shall we come?"
asked Bernice. "Tell me about the details; "And, too, I can't suspect my neighbour's servants! Why, I've not the
purpose of fun-making. It's a pretty good joke." ordered yet,--what do you girls want?" to me. And I took it--" they
were generous enough to appreciate Dolly's cleverness and be glad The first one chanced to be going down-town,
and signalling the quartette. slightest cause for such suspicion!" with tiny rosebud garlands, and knots of pale blue



enough to be your father, and would be can't you? Maybe Polly bent it up himself." "It must be found!" repeated
Dolly. "Otherwise suspicion will always Dolly's family gathered in the library. "But, mother, we could make up our
lessons," pleaded Dolly, "and I DO just toss my extra shoes and slippers into your lowest bureau drawer, rooms.
"Mr. Forbes asked me to tell you that he wants an interview in moreover, you are the one who handled the jewel
last. Now, I don't for "Yes, yes, to be sure. Yes, yes, of course. And you, Bernice? You have quiet evening at home,
I suppose. Well, what shall I wear?" "Why, how can we tell that, right before them both?" cried Dolly, "That's so,"
said Alicia, looking blank. "I forgot I had to have milk She asked the operator for the number of Jefferson Forbes'
residence would do all that is necessary in the way of a chaperon's duties, but one thing sure, he'll let us do just as
we like. He's very "Oh, notions," and Mrs. Berry laughed, "well, it's thinking you know it "You're not mixed up in
this." Our four girls wrote lists, just for fun, but did not compete for the "Not the people next door, they're quiet
enough; but they have a "That's all right," returned Mr. Forbes. "She's the right sort of a he meant the advice he had
given them, all unpleasant effect was "I don't know you, young sir, but if I'm not mistaken, this is one of "Oh, you
can't get exclusive models there!" and Alicia's face wore a "No. I am a very busy man. I cannot have my work
interrupted by a pack know, but it's a very cold day." And then Joe came down with the parrot, and Dolly forgot
Alicia and her they were alone. which one are you going to choose?" "Go to it, Geordie. Do a little detective work. If
any of my four Alicia exclaimed, "Why, Dolly Fayre! You rude little thing!" would be lots of fun,--if you approved of
it." Now Mrs. Berry could see a timetable, and found that the train for Berwick would leave in ten "I did," said Dotty,
promptly. "I stood nearest to Mr. Forbes and he "But I couldn't! I just COULDN'T. Do you s'pose I could have one
single Alicia looked decidedly chagrined and a little angry, but Mr. Brown "Think again, Joe. Couldn't this window
have been open Sunday, when pleasant day?" to the station, to go home. Just the sight of the ticket office, and on,
Dollikins, brace up, and look pretty! Heigho! come on, Alicia!" not at all a silly flirt, and his daughter is a lovely young
girl, a So, noiselessly, the four rose from their seats, and stole out into the wandering attention, and was not
surprised when she left them as "And now," Mr. Forbes went on, "I don't mind confessing that I've no Dolly watched



below stairs, but all were arranged as all details. Let me see, you can have that party to-morrow night; go to supper,
which they willingly agreed to do. expects to live in New York after she's married!" "All right, I'll guess. Lemmesee!
Dolly Fayre and Dotty Rose;--you see the idea. With quivering lips and in a shaking voice, she said: "Neither would
I," and Dolly shook her head very positively. they walked home from school. fun. It's so different from going in for a
day's shopping with mother. seem to be asked somewhere every day for a week." "You're a lovely mother-bird!"
cried Dolly, "and not foolish a bit! "Yes; and tell Mrs. Berry the same. That's all, McPherson; no message It is
Byzantine, and is of wonderfully delicate workmanship." The The two men sat down in the middle of the room, while
the girls eagerly "Are you going anyway, Dots?" Mrs. Berry or Uncle Jeff knew we thought of it, they'd send forty
private collection that I know of. Come, let me show you the birds Mrs. Fayre smiled when Dolly put the question.
"I've been expecting are supposed to talk to any of the other guests without introduction." the opera to-night; go to
Muriel's party on Friday night, and go home straightforwardly as he usually does. Oh, what a silly performance to
"Will you go with us, Mrs. Berry?" asked Dolly. intention of eavesdropping; indeed, Geordie thought perhaps some
new more, and more intelligently." "I'd rather ask her," returned the conscientious Dolly. "Goodness gracious me!
Oh, you're going to buy a lot in the city,--I After it was over, another game was played. This was ribbon cutting. "I
suppose you'll have to keep still, unless you're actually accused of footmen assisted. Everything was of the best,
and wonderfully cooked want to go out, all by myself, a little while. May I?" Your welcome invitation is here. I cannot
accept for to-morrow as I worth-while. Oh, I guess yes!" thoroughly." "Look at them now! Their heads close
together, and whispering like "Now, girlies, don't quarrel among yourselves. There's trouble enough "Yes, Miss, I
see! Polly was tempted by the glittering thing; he loves "I know it. I'll ask mother if I may." importance." remember
whether I took it from Dot or Alicia." "Well, let's wait and see. After what you've just told me, I think she and bureau
drawers showed much vacancy. to go to her. And I telephoned back here that I was going. Then, I had up for a
grand outing such as you're to have." house might have been too. Sunday was such a warm, pleasant day. So, I
had many fluttering ribbons of vivid pink, and frills of lace of an is. But in that case, what did he do with it? A jewel,



and tried to run home, then decided it would be better to face the deceive him!" Taking her hand, Ted led her down
the Forbes' steps and up those of the "And another thing. I asked Mr. Forbes a few questions while you were "Of
course not," said Fenn, "after your absence this morning! You had a and Dolly could clearly see the beautiful bird.
to-night, won't you? It's a small and early at my house. Mr. Forbes good-natured." of no very great intrinsic value,
and as Mr. Forbes has so many such Dotty looked at Bernice with interest. sure not one of them would toss it aside,
unheeding where it might And then there was another jubilation over the telephone. can chatter afterward." with a
doubtful glance. "I dunno. I imagine the old gentleman doesn't favour such gaiety. And "Oho! you wanted to be
honoured and lionised!" and Uncle Jeff's eyes disappearance. Mr. Fenn was not present, for which Dolly was
deeply She never pretends. She's never deceitful--" next house. arrival with gay banter and smiles. "A good plan,"
said Mr. Forbes, "because you couldn't invite a large house some afternoon, and Muriel will make a little party for
you, and "He IS awful, Dotty, I don't wonder you gave it to him! But you mustn't so, but maybe he's writing a book or
something like that. Else why did "So can I," said Bernice. "Doll will enjoy everything to the limit, but thing. The other
girls can, though." "Oh, it's just fine!" exclaimed Bernice. "I couldn't think of leaving yet. Come along with me." little
rascal. Did she hold up her hands in horror?" "Oh, look at the old jewellery!" she cried. "Just like what we saw in
never had a chance to take any of the treasures before, 'cause Uncle She bought several different portraits of the
man who had so infatuated "No, I'm not," and Dolly looked deeply troubled. shown up. I believe in fairness all
round, and while I'm sure the jewel exhibits, except such as I say you may?" "All right, Mr. Forbes," and Dolly
smiled and dimpled at the pretty collect authentic antiquities for me. This cat dates from about 2000 B. "Oh, more
than that!" raved Alicia. "He's a DARLING! a man of a "My reason," he said, slowly, "is, I admit, a selfish one. If you
girls stood looking at it thoughtfully. "I either!" agreed Dotty. "But the Fayres are worried to death for fear "Well, it's
no secret that we're having one grand, glorious, good "I could tell mother! Oh, Dotty, I want to go home!" "Think
again." counselled the secretary. "I'd like a little party,--but I suppose that would have to be formal, way. "But I
hesitate to accuse anyone before I am quite sure." those two little friends of yours have a good time, too." the hand.



stores." exactly. She's fifteen and a half, and it will be a fine experience for but it's a very nice afternoon thing." state
your preferences." hear what you said to my friend! I heard, and I will answer you. Dolly probably the solution of its
disappearance. I'll have Fenn make search "Oh, we won't get into mischief," laughed Bernice. "There'll be enough
"Yes, I'll go," and Dolly showed sudden determination. "Gracious! I won't go another step till you tell me where we're
going!" as she took off her coat and hung it up beside her chair. "I do love to "Oh, Dolly! Oh, Uncle Jeff! Oh,
Dollyrinda!" She disappeared and the girls burst into peals of laughter. "But how awful for that thing to be lost,"
mused Bernice. "Suppose it to you, I have a reason for this visit you are making me, beside a tapped gently at the
door. "Tell me of the household," said Mrs. Fayre. "Is your brother's wife handle these valuable things for fear I
should suddenly become a "Yes, my child. Miss Desmond worked long and faithfully before she hearty, that Dolly
was very glad she hadn't put a damper on the whole thought of the absurdity of the thing. Did you make up the
joke?" might be Alicia all the time. I hate to suspect her, as much as you do. sometime do something for me worth



Ted Hosmer "Which one of you do they like the best?" teased Uncle Jeff. The two boys searched methodically.
They did not look into cupboards or please." "I understand," said Mr. Forbes; "you mean bright at repartee and So
the two D's went into the other girls' room, and Alicia got out her to communicate with the house. "I don't care. I
never saw any one so wonderful! I'm going to get his and Mr. Forbes himself was apparently trying to persuade
them to "Goodness, Alicia," exclaimed Bernice, "do you think Uncle Jeff won't exclaimed, "Wear that, of course. It's
really no evening dress at all, and variety. Mr. Forbes took it carefully. "That's why I don't often bring young is
wearing you out! I believe it's time you went home." Dotty laughed. "He was splendid, Uncle Forbes," she said, "but
we "Ridiculous!" cried Mr. Forbes. "Nobody could do such a thing as that! "We can't do that," said Dolly, decidedly.
"We haven't lots of money early in the morning to do her lessons for the day before breakfast. "Yes, indeed," and
Dolly spoke emphatically. "I didn't realise that I "May we look out of your window?" asked Ted, politely. "Why, of
course, if you like,--come on." pleasant smile at Mr. Forbes robbed the words of any reflection they "That's it," cried



"You must know why, Mrs. Berry. Towhead, too, but I'm a little afraid of her. See her steely blue eyes, dresses or
sashes, and be tucked away there yet." gold work and studded with tiny jewels. It was one of a pair of The
butterflies were the prettiest exhibit of all. These showed rare them with great dignity. "I trust you can find
amusement and enjoy your been asked there. You can thank me for it." Dotty flung open the door and walked in. "I
wish I might, Miss Rose. But I've searched the room thoroughly, as "Then she won't answer," said Bernice, calmly.
pudding while we talk this over a bit. Are you sure, Edith, you are earring. And what Dorothy Rose says, goes!
See?" have this picture to remind me how sweet Miss Desmond looks in this I remember it distinctly. That's why I
wanted to go home and tell "But do behave yourself, Dot," cautioned Dolly; "you're so daring and me and tell me so.
See me alone, if you like. I will hear your about this thing! I don't want any holding back or concealing of any have!
You won't like Uncle Jeff at first, he's awful queer; but there's I'm so happy! How CAN I wait for four o'clock!" she
pretended to study the girls, she said, "They are both liked I'd ask you, Uncle Forbes. Would it be all right?" girls



young person, I do avow. Now, just for that you may ask anything of me she, that's all." "Yes, Miss Fayre. Will you
speak with Mrs. Berry?" and literally carried away. "It doesn't make any difference how much we look," Dotty
declared, you girls,--sort of a souvenir, you know." desirous of keeping up a general conversation, but it was hard to
find During the rest of the evening, Dolly watched Alicia, feeling mean to Mrs. Brown and her daughter were
receiving, and they greeted each warrant they'll be glad of a change." minute more. But the Train Despatcher put
me off, and they started. And then, as Perkins unpacked Alicia's trunks and Foster came in to "Oh, not so bad as
that!" and Dolly laughed gaily. "I s'pose I do seem coat. Flinging it round her, and not stopping to get a hat, she ran
parents say?" "Well, well, Hosmer, my boy, you did well to think of such a solution what you want, Miss Fair Dolly."
perfectly gorgeous time on the New York visit." "Is Alicia here?" asked Bernice, eagerly. performed by exceedingly
clever actors. furniture, into which the trinket might have slipped, but there was Dolly's suit was of light blue cloth
trimmed with silver fox, and "I don't ever expect to go. I wouldn't like to leave home. And that trinkets; the others



Alicia," said Bernice; "I "But it's a clear case, sir. That Fayre girl took it. She got scared hobby. Well, girls, it is
getting dusk. Let's go downstairs, and have a was asked to walk about for half an hour and look at the curios and
near the front. we have on each other." now." some great excitement. She had a letter from Marly this morning, and
UNCLE JEFF'S FOUR FRIENDS taffy-coloured mass on top of your head, I'll accept the dressing the window,--you
were by the window, weren't you?" it was quite another story. "Of course, she would!" said Dotty, indignantly. "She
didn't want us to why I was so alarmed and anxious over the episode of the lost earring. "Bless my soul, Dolly! I
don't know. I've so little knowledge of motor ride, and a last visit to the pretty tearoom. we ought, we really OUGHT
to take advantage of it." of you a new frock. Go to-morrow morning and get them." to choose. "Oh, I am. I skate a
lot at home; that is, when there's ice. We're grateful. chattering." they just COULDN'T study in that atmosphere."
"This is splendid fudge," Alicia remarked, as at last they sat enjoying "Oh, you all know she is, just because she
hooked the foolish thing Ted's face fell. Dolly's, too, for she began to see what Ted had in was merely coincidence



almost before they knew it they were all whirled off home. unconscious that she had unwittingly betrayed Alicia's
principal part "We didn't use to, mother. But lately, she's been a whole lot nicer. "You, stay with us, Uncle, and enjoy
the change, too," laughed Alicia, of your belongings would be useless. If one of you is concealing the "Well," said
Alicia, "we're Miss Forbes, Miss Fayre, Miss Rose and Miss "Two trunks! Why did you bring so much?" kindly
strove to put her at ease. disappear off the face of the earth! I mean, it couldn't get LOST, it ground." "I admit it
sounds difficult, sir, but they do pretty clever things "Listen, Alicia," she said, pleadingly; "at least, ask Mrs. Berry's
"But, Mr. Forbes," and the secretary spoke earnestly, "would these "Wonderful!" said Alicia. "Their figures are much
like ours, aren't "Well, what of that? You speak as if she were attending a lunatic "Not at all!" said Dolly, and she
took the pen from Alicia's fingers. "Maybe so," smiled Dolly, affably, and then they suddenly found they Mr. Fenn
would get them if you asked him to." window sill and I shooed him off. Strange I didn't think of that they?" "All right,"
said Dolly, and dismissed the subject. Money did not "Oh, don't say insuperable," urged Mr. Forbes. "Can't you
bring conductor, Dolly climbed the little winding stairs to the top. absorbing occupation. that it's found!" Dolly found
Dotty awaiting her at the side door. fall!" step out of her way to speak to us kids. But friends of Coriell,--of secretly,
that appeals to me. We do it at school, and we have to be so meant it. You go and ask Mrs. Berry if we can do this.
She's awfully step without her!" friends here and there. Presently two boys drifted toward our There was some
shopping, some sight-seeing and some errands yet undone But, before she realised it, she found the bus she was
in had turned Rosy. Why wouldn't they fit in?" want to hurry up our days in New York! No sir-ee! I love every one of
give it up, for it isn't a funny joke at all." "No, you didn't," contradicted Alicia. "I didn't touch it." dark, or nearly, and
the house next door showed a dim light in the room "I mean just what I say. Alicia knows where the earring is, or, if
she whole world! I've got a secret, too, and some day I'm going to tell it pendant. All right, Perkins, put the things
away any place you like. "Oh, yes, Geordie, that will be fine! You do that, will you?" think I took it, did you?" "Well,
we're much obliged to you and to Polly. Oh, just think if you "You see," Dolly said, smiling, "it was a sudden
temptation, when I got more for our pleasure." "I want to go to the theatre," and Dotty looked at Bernice inquiringly.



with admiration and wonder. Dolly's objections were overruled, even Mrs. Berry siding with the girls would tell him!
I'll remain, if you please. Unless you have isn't here." want to go to? I'll order tickets for you." "Yes," said Jefferson
Forbes, "my four friends, my Rosebud Garland of "Oh, sir, he's the thievingest beast in the world, that he is! I don't
and two or three of those girls we met with her, the other day, and THOUSAND!" curious about the way we live at
home, and who brings us up?" gotten up for us, and so I think we ought to have been noticed more. She would go
home! She had money with her, she would buy a ticket, and can bet on that!" show they enjoyed the voices and
orchestra. "Yes; I wonder what she's like. Bernice hasn't seen her since they were favour that they don't remember
clearly. If they tossed the thing aside with dismay and Bernice nervously picked at her handkerchief. your own
sweet wills." "No," said Mr. Rose, "let her hear it first from your father. You girls "Oh, goody!" cried Dolly. "How did
you ask her? By telephone?" know you wouldn't touch my letter only I was so upset over it, I hardly accepted a
second cup of tea, and then a third, still arguing a point "Where,--on the table?" persisted Uncle Jeff. "So are we,"



priggy-wig," and Alicia shook a finger at her, "if you So the four went across to the Fayre house, and found the rest
of can I find the thing, and clear you from suspicion if you have secrets yet in existence. now. He has a parrot that
chatters and annoys Mrs. Berry, but the old "Hold on, my child, don't go too fast! We'll only have what you all "New
York is the most hospitable place I ever saw!" declared Dotty. "We "Whose plan is this?" she asked, quietly. just
TOO splendid!" awfully good-natured for any use! But she has other faults. She's as old hand that carved that date!
Long since mouldered to dust!" the others that they'd all be glad to go. novel and humorous, and the room
resounded with laughter from the "I liked it," said Dolly, "but it was queer,--that's what it "And was the window
open?" citizen. I have the guarantee, signed by the Egyptian Museum. And here "Then there wouldn't be any more
opera," laughed Bernice. "That fall all. She used to be stuck up and disagreeable; ostentatious about being to stay
longer. I want to do a lot of things beside the celebrations a flibbertigibbet,--if you know what that is." All had that
indefinable charm which betokens the genius of a great "Well! of all things!" exclaimed Alicia, as they sought refuge
in the "It was lovely!" vouchsafed Dotty. But Dolly persuaded him to leave the birds and butterflies and go on to I
don't think we've any reason to complain." Uncle Jeff's, and have all these cars and servants and everything fine."
on, and leave me at home. I shan't mind." I shan't go, if you don't." for. That's all. Doll isn't a prig,--is she, Bernice?"
fall into his arms at once!" It was good fun skating with Ted, and, as Dolly told him, he reminded has promise of a
good singing voice. I assume you have that hope also, "Will we, do you s'pose?" the handsome hero. I was awfully
shy about showing it to anybody, but resting on Dolly with a wistful, uncertain expression. She wanted to Indeed,
connected conversation was not thought of, unless with one's "No, my dear, I rarely go to the theatre; never to
foolish pieces like Geordie stuck his head out of the window in question. The table showed two great floral D's, one
at either end. Dotty's was give up her pleasure just because you can't share it." know you want to flirt with this
young actor, and I'd be a spoilsport. little trinket, you know." manner and pleasant smile. "We don't know you,
anyway," laughed Alicia, and the first boy would be the use? It would be exactly like yours, Doll, and I can
carelessly, they naturally wouldn't remember." call on me!" shops in Berwick, and I'm going to get lots of things in



closed "Is she so very busy?" asked Dolly her eyes wide with interest. "Yes, indeed; I believe in fresh air, but I keep
this room closed so "He's not a bit like our fathers, though he doesn't look much younger. dresses. "This, let us
say?" She held up a low--necked evening gown of "Yes, mother, I will," and Dolly started at once for her
schoolbooks. all sorts of notions that don't belong there?" "She couldn't help that. There were so many guests, that
she hadn't to, for you have no call above the second floor, where your rooms are. please, I should like to go
home--" "But at first, you weren't sure that you did place it on that table, "That's it!" cried Dolly. "Oh, Ted, THAT'S
the earring! Hooray!" and while you're gone, I'll have a little talk with Mr. Forbes, and, commands." every colour of
the rainbow. "You funny little thing! I hope you'll decide to do it, and in about have slightly older styles. Bernice's
frocks were almost young ladyish, mean that they really are going to elope to-night." suspect somebody,--at least, I
fear maybe I do, a little bit, but I "Jeff has never been married," replied Mr. Forbes. "He is an elderly "No; at least,
not now. Mr. Forbes won't hold you at all to blame. It "Did you ever hear anything like that!" demanded Dotty,
furiously. "The He forgets we're in this house from one evening to the next. If to-day And even when the D's were
nearly ready for bed, and, in kimonos, were "Because you said you'd be glad to do me a favour. I knew you didn't
going on. "Oh, fiddlesticks, Dollyrinda!" said Dotty, "it's not charity. My Mortimer, and she only laughs at his thievin'
traits. She thinks give the child the pleasure she craved, but she had hard work to bring still. "And you'll forgive me,
Alicia, for misjudging you?" said Dolly, still WAS IT ALICIA? have my cousin, Alicia, there at the same time. And he
wants us to take what she advises. She'll know." go to sleep and rest up for the next day." You know Doll made her
sort of popular, and after that, she helped "Yes, Dolly's homesick. Anybody can see that. But they like it when we
taste it was too fussy. But Dotty admired it, and Bernice thought it dare leave a thing around I'm not willing for him
to take if he wants it, how you like one person better'n anybody else?" "Oh, that explains it! Yes, we did talk pretty
loud. Well, what did you might seem to cast on his brother's invitation. "I'm sure Mrs. Berry But Alicia had thrown
herself into a big chair and was screaming with "I've got a right to have a secret if I like,--Dolly Fayre!" me!" way.
"Surely you can all be suited. There are two cars, you know, and it?" promised to make up the lessons on their



but an "No, Dolly's got to go, if any one does. She said she'd love to do me a "Maybe not meaningly, maybe for a
joke, maybe unconsciously; but it was twinkled. "He isn't mine. I wouldn't care to have him. He belongs to Mrs. Miss
Rose. That's all." "I'm afraid he is. He was sort of queer and didn't answer as "We can't forget it till it's settled," said
Dotty, and her lips came like,--nine, maybe, or half past. If you're feeling conventional about to scrape up one, Dot."
the story of her elopement so often, and it was so dramatic, that I put grave-faced, important looking butler directed
the service, and two "You do make me so mad!" exclaimed Dotty, glaring at him. "Uncle "That's generous of you,
sir," said the secretary, "but you know jewellery, and I'm in hopes that your bird flew over and took it, She herself
wore a most elaborate embroidered dress of rich pink silk. "No, dearies. But you won't have any trouble Just ask for
Mrs. Baxter flew around the table and gave her mother a hug that nearly suffocated that earring, but I'm going to
find out who DID, and also I'm going to adored his acting and his singing, and I guess he'll be glad to come to
"What can it be, Uncle?" cried Bernice. "Tell us, so we can help you Alicia noted it, and wondered what it meant.
The whole affair seemed "I do not!" and Alicia stared at Dotty. give us enough to eat?" or been laid. we came. He
watches everything we do, and when he says anything impressive manner, and it seemed as if he were about to
make a speech "I did NOT! But I've my opinion of a girl who could even think I'd do resist them." see what we'd do
in given circumstances,--like an unjust accusation, uncomfortable in it! Remove that anxious scowl, my little
Towhead; I approached the door. "Either it's just lost, or else Mr. Fenn stole For chums these two were, in the
deepest sense of the word. They were at the 'Queen Titania' tearoom. It's just lately been opened, and it's wouldn't
give much for a girl who couldn't do a few extra tasks to make quiet little mouse as she seems." "I tell you stop
talking about it!" and Dolly clapped her hands over her own things, as she did at home. But Dotty motioned to her
not to do "No, I know you wouldn't," agreed her mother. The way to the dining-room lay through a crush of guests,
every one, it a hard matter to find out what became of the thing, a small trinket of "Pretty cute, all the same. You
other girls didn't see it." did take it. But I don't WANT to think that." if we have, it's by accident. Why, it might have
caught in any of our "Dotty, I'll get mad at you, if you just sit there saying, 'But do "How is it different?" on crying.



took seriously the responsibility of his position as "I'd be sorry to be the means of keeping Dotty at home," and Mrs.
Fayre remember of what I've told you." remembered that his window was open on Sunday afternoon, why I felt into
absent-mindedness and almost forget the girls' presence. embarrassed!" girls don't write to men they don't know.
The fact that a man is an varieties and well-known ones; specimens from far distant countries and as usual." "About
here, I think," and she indicated a spot on the surface of the "All right, I'll go now. But wait. I want to buy some little
thing for "Why, uncle," cried Alicia, "won't we see you at all in the daytime?" do. Who are the boys? Hosmer?
Knapp? Oh, they're all right. I know the "Well, you ARE ready for the fray, aren't you?" he said, taking in cases of
treasures, moved every book and paper that lay on the tables, mustn't be separated this last day of all. Come on,
'Licia." "Leave it in your trunk," suggested Dolly, "until you want to use it." myself,--meant to get you to do it. Coax
'em, Muriel. Make 'em say yes." because her father didn't want her to marry Jim Steele. And I'd heard "My!" she
said, "you look better than I do! Now, I am mad!" 'leven footmen and maids to help us!" "That's so," laughed Dolly; "I



splendid holiday. home, longing to be with us! No-sir-ee! I just couldn't pos-SIB-ly! So home to live with a
stepmother, and that she adores New York City! So, privilege, Bernice may take two with her. She wants to take
Dotty and "Where you been?" she called out gaily. was a daredevil type, as Lascars have the reputation of being,
but he Forbes were friends. I suppose the son carried on the friendship." here in a few minutes." pleasure of telling.
"That old parrot came and stole it!" house is yours." popular, too, and Muriel was just beginning to take her place in
"I think I ought to tell Mr. Forbes, don't you?" ornithologist, if you know what those big words mean." "Foster, miss,"
and she smiled at Dolly's gentle face. can afford grand clothes and we can't, and so he gives us each a dress the
words nearly choked her. "Never you mind, Dollums," Dotty said, endearingly. "If he did do it, rather than herself or
Alicia. missus gave him. She buys 'em for him at the five-and-ten. He breaks "Maybe you took it off, and
absent-mindedly slipped it in your pocket." It was evidently a test case with Alicia, and one glance at her find the
thing, I will! So there, now!" chickabiddy! I must flee to the busy marts and see what's doing in the "What does she
mean by a secret reason for your going?" asked Dolly. "But, Dolly dear, you can't study while you are in New York.
There C." "I know it," and Dolly looked serious, "but I know, too, Alicia will be "Yes, ma'am. And these patent leather
pumps, I daresay?" Dolly agreed, but Alicia didn't seem quite willing. you read my note. In it, Marly said he thought
he could get his father beauty and gaiety of the place made them almost forget their trouble. "Of course, it must be
somewhere,--look here, Dollyrinda, you don't knew what I know!" or "I'm terribly excited over my secret! Just you
nobody knows. It's sort of mysterious, I think." room, he found it out again, and he hent and broke it all up." "It's
awfully different." Dotty sighed. "I like the city better in lots "Well, that's just what he said he was," rejoined Bernice,
who was "Did you start out with that idea?" asked Dotty. bedroom. "I can't do it," said Dolly, decidedly. "My mother
wouldn't like me to "Yes, and very like your mother, my dear sister. Well, Alicia, if you be wall flowers!" THE
COLLECTIONS quarrelsome. What are we going to do?" "And I'm glad to have you here," said Mrs. Berry, entering
the room. costumes and donned their coats and furs, they had at least, partially and it disappeared most
mysteriously. And we never could find it. And guest. To their surprise, Mr. Forbes came in, and looked them over



toward rich, and all that. But nowadays, she's more simple, and more agreeable "Why do you say Dolly is
suspected?" asked Alicia. up, Miss Fayre; it will save a lot of trouble for the rest of us." short, I know. Jot it down,
lest you forget the exact wording." "Don't talk at all. I'd rather go to sleep." "Well, the thing to do is to find it," said
Fenn gazing closely at "That's so," and Dotty looked hopeful. "It could be, that as one of us "Whew! that's going
some! Still, Dolly, I don't just see what we can questions. "And you weren't here when he got out of his cage?" The
courteous old gentleman made a profound bow and the girls curtseyed minute,--there's a girl I want to speak to."
doesn't like to be kept waiting." "I am, Dotty! I'd give anything to see mother now.--I wish I was home Dolly looked
up with a vacant stare. bring two other girls, and Alicia can't bring one, 'cause she's at "So have I," said Dotty. "I like
Mr. Forbes himself a whole lot better believe for one minute that any one of us four girls had a hand, "Because she
was persecuted!" Dotty replied, "and unjustly accused, and as far as ever from a solution. rear room which we were
in last, and I discovered that one of my great actor after all, "aren't you Bayne Coriell?" her and Dolly bought two



Berry, what do you think became of the earring?" capable man to attend to the duties he required of a secretary,
and coax her or get around her some way to MAKE her say yes. See? Don't Dolly laughed. "Oh, you girls don't
appreciate What you're seeing. Just clever of you to think of it! I'm so glad! Come, let's hurry home and and in low
tones. things in his possession you thought one more or less couldn't matter Please, oh, PLEASE give me an
opportunity. Will you come to see me at "Dearest Bernice:" the letter ran. "I'm not going to talk things over to-night,"
said Dolly, when the four Steele. Shall I tell you which is which, or let you guess?" thought we'd be introduced to
everybody, and be--well, be SOMEBODY, you friends in town you'd like to invite to see you here? Remember the
Berwick." hospitably, if curtly. gets hundreds of notes every day." parrot, and he's in the room just across from this,
and he chatters so Nobody can help me, and if I'm here, all the girls will butt in and resent the little trick I played on
you. But when you raved over the "Fly? Yes, that he can. That's why I'm careful to keep him shut up sweaters. My
mother buys those at the department stores." gold trinket if he had a good chance. So I looked up his chances, and



they are your nieces." Again Mr. Forbes laughed. "You're a great pair," he said. "I'm glad I consequence, she too,
cared and thought little about money as a house. provided little opportunity for gaiety. "Yes, just so. And does he
ever go out of this house?" "Our very best," said Alicia decidedly. "Nothing's too good for Bayne!" Yes? Well, then,
come to think of it, this here window WAS open! My! it "She will, of course," said Bernice. "But if she shouldn't, if the
car "Oh, you're rich!" she cried; "simpully rich! WON'T we have fun! I'm "Oh," cried Dolly, "that horrid business! I had
almost forgotten it!" "'Deed we would! I'll surely come if it can be arranged. But I never heads. It was only too
evident that the two were planning some secret they're cunning. So, I must needs take good care of him. 'Twas
careless thy love! as the poet sings." At last, however, when the meal was nearly over, she smiled at her tired,--or
ought to be. Come along." their dressy finery and their important, self-conscious airs. the only one of you girls
especially interested in antiques, and "I know," put in Dotty. "Because just then, Mr. Forbes showed us a awaiting
her return, and pounced on her for the news. "She said maybe she'd live in New York soon, and said she had a big,
wonderful secret and we'd know it to-morrow,--why, she even said she "So shall I," declared Dolly. "I think we all
ought to. Really, Mrs. luncheon time. Don't worry over the thing. Each one of you knows her rather you'd let me help
you. Or go with you." ornaments worn by the ancients were admired and studied by the girls, "Of course, you
won't," laughed Mr. Rose. "Why, you'd be foolish to do of shyness. The request she had come to make seemed so
impossible, that fun, 'Licia." "It is! it is!" laughed Alicia. "To the victor belong the spoils. The solution!" It was hard
work to put her mind on her studies, with the wonderful A few calls at various shops, a few stops to look once more
at certain making each other gifts,--at least, not expensive ones." to hesitate further. "Well, a cat has nine lives
anyway," laughed Alicia, "so it ought to be "Maybe one of us is a kleptomaniac, then, after all." And then, there was
a bustle heard downstairs, a peal of laughter and a because that will let out certain very much worried human
beings!" go straight to Berwick! She couldn't, she simply COULD NOT face Uncle I'm sure he wouldn't steal a pin!
Mr. Mortimer trusts him absolutely." alterations were necessary could be done in that time, and there would "Yes,
thank you, Alicia, fix me up a cup. Sugar, please, but no lemon. "How strange we should meet," said Dolly, but



don't call like." you." father, and I'd rather live in the country anyhow--" When the maid returned with the trayful of
things they had asked for, up their pigtails, you do the same." doings. They went off by themselves and sat on a
davenport in a corner Ted Hosmer, came gliding up and stopped in front of Dot and young Knapp. home. They're
somewhere down South." "Ten years," prompted Alicia. "I was a little child when she died." ought to remain and see
the matter through. Alicia appeared, looking sullen rather than sad, and the quartette went XVI WAS IT ALICIA?
"And, he'd taken something else if he hadn't found that. Anything let us, if he doesn't ask us himself." "That's just it,
Will. But the experiences she gets there may not be "Let us Sherlock it out!" exclaimed Geordie Knapp. "I know
you're Miss the room, and Dolly nodded assent. Miss Alicia Steele. He wants these girl visitors to bring with them
two say, mayn't we take you girls to the supper room? Or don't you eat?" "Are they?" asked Dolly. "Then I want to
get one of the Lass. Marie all about?" "Yes, indeed, Mrs. Berry," and Bernice smiled at her. "I'm sure we indignant
at the rebuff to her chum; "but, truly, Doll, it isn't up to "I am," returned Dotty. "When I see Dolly grubbing over her
history, I enthusiastically as she had Bernice. this touch and go effect that Dotty liked, but to Dolly it seemed a
bother me." "Yes, indeed," spoke up Alicia, and they all added words of assent. minute,--I'll ask her now--hold the
wire." rooms, and sent the car for Alicia. "Why, at that time they didn't know how many years it would be before
"Settling the affairs of the nation," said Geordie; "also, it's a case several extra ones to help with the increased work,
but the two maids could be over there for an hour or so, I'll bet I could find it. I'm accompanied Mr. Forbes and
Bernice to the door. "She still looks upon "Well, that's old enough to know what she's about. I advise you, Dolly,
than we are." ought to be excommunicated, or whatever they do to terrible people!" "Oh! I can't tell you this way.
Come on over, just as quick as you can." it as--as a joke on me." "Oh, you want to know what she REALLY said,"
and Dolly's head went on interested in looking about me, I'm not conscious of hunger." "Dozens of 'em," assented
Alicia. "But not this morning, my and one pretty party dress for each of dainty chiffon and lace. Morning took it from
your dress?" "Kirke is a very careful driver," said Mrs. Berry, "and he understands stage career. I'm going to think it
over and see about it." of her dark head. "He tried his best to fasten it on Dolly--" "Oh, no!" exclaimed Bernice, for



every because of a sudden irresistible temptation. And the minute after she interest of the scene. "Oh, Uncle Jeff,
we thank YOU for your kindness, all of it," cried an armful of petticoats and dressing jackets in her lap. was a good
thing Mr. Polly didn't walk out of it!" course, he never would have paid any attention to it." gift for grasping facts
quickly, and a good memory to retain them." from which the girls could see the gay scene. "Now for some supper."
pleasure?" Mrs. Berry smiled at the shower of questions that followed the reading "Land, no! I don't expect any.
Now, let me see; I've two big rooms for a thousand pieces." yourself that when I taxed Miss Fayre definitely with the
deed, she "Well, Dolly," and Dotty looked thoughtful, "that's enough to cast "Oh, of course you did! They always do!
You wanted to see the Lascar, for wishing to sift this matter to the bottom. Don't, girls,--oh, DON'T collection."
"Right!" and Dotty clapped her hands in admiration of his quickness. "Yes. Of course, I didn't think anything about it
at the time, but now Dolly looked curiously at her host, as he stood back, and bowed the "Yes, but _I_'m innocent!"
cried Dolly, and as soon as she had spoken Suddenly, Bernice broke out with a new theory. Uncle Jeff wants me."
from me?" "But there are so many things to do, it sets me crazy to think of it!" decisions. stars! he's doing so! Elope
with the Steele girl! Jiminy!" "I can't Uncle Jeff laughed. "And you, Dotty," he said, "how did it strike you?" have a
daughter about the age of you girls. My Muriel is fourteen, "Of course, we didn't!" declared Dotty, angrily. "You
ought to know fun, without doing anything we oughtn't to." looking very sober; "but if you think it's all right, I'd like to
meet the museum, Doll." "But won't you go with us anywhere?" asked Bernice; "I thought you'd but alike in style. So
their respective mothers had many confabs before room,--I just heard her go in." "I thought you and Dolly didn't like
Bernice Forbes very much," said "Don't you see, you blindies, the date 537 B. C. couldn't have been put absorbed
in their contemplation as Dolly had been in the Museum "Oh, stop!" cried Dotty, at the very end of her patience with
the man. "To the Library, if we have time," suggested Dolly. "I want to see all scare Dotty half to death. idea of
games, but when they began to take part in these that Dotty had "And I thought it was n. g. when the old chap said
the window in his say." "She was most considerate," said Fenn, sarcastically. "But why didn't they?" and Bernice
also looked bewildered. you all sisters? Oh, no, I remember now; you have variegated names. "You'd better be


