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o Christians, the Bible is canon, the standard of faith and practice. According to Calvin, 1
r of the soul that helps us understand ourselves better. Further, the Bible is the Word of Go
ike a “seed” (Mark 4:1-20) that serves as an agent of transformation from death to life if pl
right soil, a receptive heart. Most significantly, it is the self-revelation of God himself. In t
of the Bible, we come to know God through Jesus Christ, who he is and who we are in
onship with him. Thus, the importance of the Bible for our spiritual formation cannot be
stimated.

e are honest, though, the Bible is not always easy to understand. The main message is clea
h, but much remains obscure. After all, the books of the Bible come from a variety of time
ds, are written in a number of different genres and literary styles, and refer to customs that
foreign to us. The places named in the Bible are strange, and the number of people mention
lly countless. We are distanced from both the Old and New Testaments by vast periods of't
ulture.

e Baker Illustrated Bible Dictionary intends to help people read the Bible with increased
standing. The more than five thousand articles written by well over one hundred contributo
on centuries of scholarship to help make clear what is enigmatic on first reading. This

nary contains articles on major topics (for example, Jesus, God, all of the biblical books)
as places and people, even if they just appear in a single verse in the Bible. The primary Bi
on used for article titles and content is the 2011 revision of the New International Version,
gh articles also cover some of the more obscure terms used in the King James Version, and
ngs from a wide range of Bible versions are noted. The dictionary includes visual illustrati

, pictures, and maps to supplement the articles. In a word, this dictionary is a helpful resou
port everyday Bible reading as well as to prepare for group Bible studies or to follow up
ns, and for many other reasons.

e editors wish to thank a number of people for their work in bringing this vast project to a
ssful conclusion. We thank Baker Publishing Group, and in particular Jack Kuhatschek, for
ng us to serve as editors of this book. Baker, as always, supported us with their excellent st
ing Amy Donaldson, Brian Brunsting, Mike Williams, Trinity Graeser, and Brian Vos, the
rial and interior design team. Robert Hand and Robert G. Maccini did an excellent job mak
hat the manuscript was ready for press. And, finally, thanks go to Kim E. Walton for organi
otos and maps and Cheryl Van Andel for the cover design.
rly in the project Baker hired two of my students at Westmont College to start collecting the
subjects that we cover in this dictionary. Thank you Shane B. Kelly and Thomas G. Lengye
work as editorial assistants as well as writing some articles yourselves.
eed, we are very thankful for our writers, all of whom are named in the contributor list. We
you for sharing your knowledge with our readers as well as for your timely submissions.
eartfelt thanks go to all our contributors, special thanks go to Jessie Rainbow, Karen Traph
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parallels

k. Akkadian

ab. Arabic

am. Aramaic
circa
confer

p(s). chapter(s)

S Dead Sea Scrolls
for example
especially
feminine
fragment

. Greek

b. Hebrew
that is

t. Latin
literally

X Septuagint

sc. masculine
margin
Masoretic Text
New Testament
Old Testament

(s). parallel(s)
plural
reigned
singular

lg. Vulgate

BLE VERSIONS

A% American Standard Version
E Bible in Basic English
\Y Contemporary English Version
Vv English Standard Version
T Good News Translation
God’s Word
SB Holman Christian Standard Bible

Jerusalem Bible



New American Bible

New American Standard Bible
New Century Version

New English Bible

New English Translation

New International Version
New Jerusalem Bible

New King James Version

New Living Translation

New Revised Standard Version
Revised English Bible

Revised Standard Version
Today’s English Version
Today’s New International Version

OCRYPHA AND SEPTUAGINT

2 Esd.

4 Kgdms.
4 Macc.

1-2 Esdras

Judith

1-4 Kingdoms

1-4 Maccabees
Sirach

Tobit

Wisdom of Solomon

D TESTAMENT PSEUDEPIGRAPHA

Levi

4 Baruch (Paraleipomena Jeremiou)

1 Enoch (Ethiopic Apocalypse)

3 Enoch (Hebrew Apocalypse)

Jubilees

Liber antiquitatum biblicarum (Pseudo-Philo)
Letter of Aristeas

Martyrdom and Ascension of Isaiah 1-5
Psalms of Solomon

Sibylline Oracles

Testament of Dan

Testament of Levi

AD SEA SCROLLS

-A
-B
apGen ar
Ha

Damascus Documenta
Damascus Documentb
1QGenesis Apocryphon
1QHodayota



S 1QRule of the Community

28a 1QRule of the Congregation
51 4QSamuela

76 4QMinor Prophetsa

418 4QInstructiond

Q13 11QMelchizedek

Q19 11QTemplea

BBINIC TRACTATES

Babylonian Talmud
Mishnah

Tosefta

Jerusalem Talmud

ot "Abot
Bat. Baba Batra
r. Berakot
uv. ‘Eruvin
. Gittin
1. Hullin
tub. Ketubbot
d. Middot
. Niddah
sh Hash. Rosh HaShanah
nh. Sanhedrin
abb. Shabbat
eqal. Sheqalim
g TIg. Fragmentary Targum
. Neof. Targum Neofiti
. Ps.-J. Targum Pseudo-Jonathan
2 Clem. 1-2 Clement
d. Didache
rm. Shepherd of Hermas
. Smyrn. Ignatius, To the Smyrnaeans
rt. Pol. Martyrdom of Polycarp
l. Phil. Polycarp, To the Philippians

W TESTAMENT APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA






























































































































