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RarpH WALDO EMERSON o
“THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR” -l
(1837) S

This lecture-essay was first given to a generally t-anthusiastic audienc,
of Boston-area notables at Harvard’s annual Phj Beta Kappa Society *
oration. It was and remains one of the texts by whlc!l Emerson is best AE
known, as well as being the most widely read anfl influential speeg,
ever given at Harvard. The Phi Beta Kappa Society later nameq i MR
¢ magazine The American Scholar in Emerson’s honor. ' ]
Emerson here addresses the already hackneyed topic of Americy’s v
lingering intellectual and cultural dependence on European models o
This had long been the expected topic of such orations, as Emerson «
states at the outset. But he breathes fresh Jife into it by using the occa- ?
sion to unfold his distinctive ideas in a more accessible way than Nazure ¢
had. Emerson’s portrait of “the scholar” is a portrait of the kind of |
figure he himself wanted to be. It was also his favorite and indeed
perennial subject when speaking to academic audiences. As such, “The
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G- miify trictly as ap academic, his threefold recipe of
hature-books-action as the scholar’s key I€Sources, his insistence that

g oy i
the scholar’s pPrincipal duty js “se] ~trust,” and the argument that the
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; med u
che 38 e ———aﬁ bg a new respect for the comm
> le person these were faithful to the vis_loonp;ace
n of the

. (
spif. , the S“‘the chinking person laid out in Nature, “S :
5. They were also calculated to speak i thdf—Re".m.“ce’"
ed to value intellectual power insofar a‘z condition of
cial practicality. Emerson’s theory of the S;‘Stl:rved the
0eres® adice halfway, but only halfway. olar meets
thiS pfethe - example of strategic compromise is how the oration both
321 does not play the cultural nationalism card. It does so vi (::t_
Joes aly at the start and the close. In between, Emerson might egs'\
ousIYma Je a point of stressing that his prescription of nat\lte—bogi(z_
hat® pisa distinCtively A merican” recipe. But he refrains. And the ex-
acﬂ"le o cites of auspicious signs of the times are all Anglo-European
amp merson was no jingoist. Although Emerson and Transcen-
rally had a stronger influence within the United States
Transcendentalist thought is more marked for its cos-
ism than for its investment in the purely national.

Delivered before the Phi Beta Kappa Society, at Cambridge,

James Munro¢, 1837.
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[DENT, AND GENTLEMEN,

n the re-commencement of our literary year. Our an-

d, perhaps, not enough of labor. We do not
tration of histories,

or skill, for the rect
¢ Greeks; for parliaments of love and

MR. PRES
[ greet you O
piversary 1s one of hope, an

meet for games of strength

tragedies and odes, like the ancien
poesy, like the Troubadours; not for the advancement of science, like

our cotemporaries in the British and European capitals. Thus far, our
holiday has been simply a friendly sign of the survival of the love of

letters amongst a people too busy to give to letters any more. As such,
it is precious as the sign of an indestructible insunct. Perhaps the ume

is already come, when it ought to be, and will be something else; when
the sluggard intellect of this continent will look from under its iron
lids and fill the postponed expectation of the world with something
better than the exertions of mechanical skill. Our day of dependence,
our long apprenticeship t0 the learning of othet Jands, draws to a close.
The millions that around us are rushing into life, cannot always be fed
on the sere remains of foreign harvests. Events, actions arise, that must
be sung, that will sing themselves. Who can doubt that poetry will
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revive and lead in a new age, as the start in the Congge 1?"‘51 ‘X“:
which now flames in our zenith, astronomers aNNnounce shayy By, § v“rsi“cxif“ th(\’t
be the pole-star for a thousand years. . . » Shy)) %;{; : 5‘“;:.'5" 5 S N
In the light of this hope, I accept the topic which nor o, 5 | ¥ 80 3, ¥y
the nature of our association, seem to prescribe tq this :“ge‘h“ i;&(;o "?‘d ofac
AMERICAN SCHOLAR. Year by year, we come up hither ,, :"'\ﬁ; hd\e of o 10
more chapter of his biography. Let us inquire what ney |, Ead m | 5% oﬂ{ﬁf"‘eg
events and more days have thrown on his character, his dutie :’lé‘% 2’;_‘:5“35; b€ f::
. i e qrst
holl): !iis one of those fables, which out of an unknown antiqy;y, o ef";rfhedﬁ_‘ s
an unlooked for wisdom, that the gods, in the beginning, divicie;?\vt? ; o stﬂfs
into men, that he might be more helpful to himself; just a5 the ilhn L dbetd O
was divided into fingers, the better to answer its end. g pre. aP eds S
The old fable covers a doctrine ever new and sublime; that there : Pt “ccde’ i\
One Man,—present to all particular men only partially, or throuls PR ?eﬂ;‘ﬂg
one faculty; and that you must take the whole society to find the whole ,beg‘f;. GO
man. Man is not a farmer, or a professor, or an engineer, but he js sy Ob\?ﬁ‘
Man is priest, and scholar, and statesman, and producer, and soldier |, €™ o€
the divided or social state, these functions are parcelled out to individy. fod—>
als, each of whom aims to do his stint of the joint work, whilst eac System
? C . 1
other performs his. The fable implies that the individual to pOssess out are®
himself, must sometimes return from his own labor to embrace all the rendet 5
other laborers. But ux-lfOFtunately, this original unit, this fountain of Yo\mg n
iy e e e b S o ey .
gathered. The state of socie, ;t e i, Ed il ('he‘} C
fered amputation from the tz;'unine 13 e merbeta Lave S-Uf- \nstm"
monsters,—a good finger, a neck a,si;1 Sttl;m e o Sy wling A
Man is thus metamOI:phosed’ into ?a;-’ an elbow, but never a man. t}}xngf
planter, who is Man sent out into the ﬁt lting, Into many th%ngs. The since
cheered by any idea of the true digni ; f tl? gacier food, Js seldom e
bushel and his cart, and nothin bg tYdo > munistry. He sees his thes
wnstead of Man on the farm. The tgrade):’son and sinks into the farmer, 12
worth to his work, but s ridden by the f;irtllfxcea;?y ever gives an ideal om
ll)soso‘i(b]:]f; :;) dcl)lllaxjs The priest becomes 3 form th;sa:;ftnsnd the soul el
In’thls dlzfrigrlllgoa m; ;lllme.’ the sailor, a rope of a shj Y staute- th
lect. In the right Sta?eohe ir;ct;&ns, the. scholar is the delegated inte]. K
when the victim of SOc’iety, h; tegzszﬂgkzng. In the degenerate Stiite g
worse, the parrot of other men’s thinking(?come @ mere thinker, or, Stili 1
....... I N ., W
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_ oiew of him, 3S Man Thinking, the whole theory of hi
p (1S V::L Him nature solicits, with all her placid, aﬂrze?r n:cs):iii?;r

€
ntaiﬂ :
. res- Him the

an
every ff:l And, fi

ne,” In

nfluences he receives.

> vi
feits his P
d the first in importance of the influences up

ence to the mal.n 1
er! . The first in M€ an
a mind 1S tha
d het stars. E

o and women, con
st needs stan
eitsva
there 1s nev

mu

a beginning,
web of God,
resembles his oW
find—so entre, SO bX
on system shooting hk.e rays, u
out circumference,—1n the mass an
render account O
young mind, .e\-fery t
finds how to join two t
then three thousand; an
instinct, it goes on tying t
covering T0Ots Tunning un
things cohere, and flower
since the dawn of history,
classifying of facts. But what 1S C
these objects are not chaotic, and a
is also a law of the human mind?
ometry, a pure abstraction of the human min

etary motion. The chemist
throughout matter: and science is nothing but the finding

identity in the most remote parts. The ambitious soul sits d

pward, downward, without centre,

to animate the last fibre of organization, the outskirts o

insight.

past instructs. Him the furure invites. Is not, indeed
a student, and do not all things exist for the ,student’,
nally, is not the true scholar the only true master? Buts

le said, “All things have two handles. Beware nf thé
life, too often, the scholar errs with mankind and for-
.vilege. Let us see him in his school, and consider him in ref-

) —

on

¢ of nature. Every day, the sun; and, after sunset, night

ver the winds blow; ever the grass grows. Every day,
versing, beholding and beholden. The scholar

d wistful and admiring before this great spectacle. He
Jue in his mind. What is nature to him? There is never
er an end to the inexplicable continuity of this
but always circular power returning into itself. Therein it
n spirit, whose beginning, whose ending he never can
o boundless. Far, too, as her splendors shine, system

with-

d in the particle nature hastens to

f herself to the mind. Classification begins. To the
hing is individual, stands by itself. By and by, 1t
hings, and see in them one nature; then three,

d so, tyrannized over by its own unifying
hings together, diminishing anomalies, dis-
der ground, whereby contrary and remote
out from one stem. It presently learns, that,
there has been a constant accumulation and
lassification but the perceiving that
re not foreign, but have a law which
The astronomer discovers that ge-
d, is the measure of plan-

finds proportions and intelligible method

of analogy,
own before

each refractory fact; one after another, reduces all strange constitu-
tions, all new powers, to their class and their law, and goes on forever

f nature, by
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Thus to him, to this school-boy under the bend; oc ie@“om chat
suggested, that he and it proceed from one root; o Ing don, & hﬁt of Cbe 90“\50- #
flower; relation, sympathy, stirring in every v;' ne is leaf‘anfday. W0 ﬂcf d"f i9° 2 he
Root? Is not that the soul of his soul>—A thou h‘n- And v : d,"nélf {,Ot{eco (35 d‘ea\ed’ a0
too wild. Yet when this spiritual light shall ha%et t00 bold—, & th:t b Cbaﬂ-ﬁ 1 50( his st ”
more earthly natures,—when he has learned to Wrevegled the ?Team ﬁ‘i‘,,«afd fsb“) gt we Sﬁ
to see that the natural philosophy that now is, is o C;I'Shlp the so“?w of {.oto WL 13 miﬂd o
of its gigantic hand, he shall look forward to i evg y the firse gy "¢ 15‘,@(‘3 ot v’
edge as to a becoming creator. He shall see that n r expanding s pd?eff ge? 5p it "
of the sgul answering to it part for part. One is se latul‘e 1 the Oppg‘-‘{l. 3_‘095 Otaﬂds 'UPB 00%S 4
be.al(lity NIS the beauty of his own mind. Its laws 3:e,§.1nd10ne is printSlIte sboo\‘i S.‘“ on I\ ( ta\ef
mind. Nature then becomes to hi e laws of hig g, bl gen O
im the measu : of his g0, M no
much of nature as he is 1 re of his attai i by ma>
ignorant of, so much of hi INmentg pd  ed dog™.  1ib?
not yet possess And. infin 5 of his own mi - So epte 10
: e, the ancient « ind doe aCC W up 3
it smbrese )] ) precept, “Kno S he g0 whie
pt, “Study nature,” b ’ W thyself” 068 & ~icer®
II. The next ' ;" become at last on il 3 O nd!
. great influence into th 5 i € maxim Q,b\C cke a
mind of the Past,—i o the spirit of the ' 50 ks
S toe —in whatever for h scholar, is Ciee™ e b9y
institutions, that mind is 1 A m, whether of litera ) 1, the etheS a
is inscribed. Book ture, of art ot inste?
ence of the: va . Books are the best t I, of ncer
amount of df. st, and perhaps we shall get at the ype of the influ- i ok,\eatned
is influence more . truth—learn th e bo he h
value alone. conveniently—by consideri e i€ and ©
ring thej pdl 3 v
- T}}:_e theory of books is noble. Th B gstate Wlth the .
o him the world ' d e scholar of the fi . atOfS,
ment of his around; brooded thereon ISt age received beeme: bad
: own mind, and : ; gave it the new his is D%
1t went out from him—y- uttered it again. It came i .31.'range.. : . abus
went out from hi ) truth. It came to him—sh . 1_nto him—life; We“\lsed' 2 .
it went from him im—immortal thoughts. It ca short-lived actions; it ne end which
It can stand, and it poetry. It was—dead fact: n (;ne to him—business; nspire. Thad
Precisely in Pr0por(r;?lcr>1 go- It now endures, it ’nowwh'lt 15 quick thought fon clean OVt
1 . n to ! 1€s, 1 B
high does it soar, so long dothe. depth of mind from w}’x'lt}??“.’ INSPITES. tem. The One
OI‘, I mlght cav. it d €s 1t sing. 1Ch 1t 1ssued, SO free Soveteig
transmuti . y’ 1t ePends on h i
o uting life into truth. In ow far the process h contains with
Bxsnllanon, so will the Puri.ty P(;O_portlon Wy i ad gone, of srhorn The
ut none is qui and imperish pleteness of
ite perfect. A mperishableness of of the ates. In thi
perfect tect. As no air- of the pr. . in this
tional tKZ‘}‘;unll, 50 neither can any a r[t’;:':’P can by any megnzd;(:i be. favorite, bu
thought that Z;;ﬁhbe perishable from his lfc?ot;:dy exclude the Con?v: a sive. The §
S5 to.00t empOrariese as efficient, in all respec’t 801' write a book of puI; kind, Stop
. orra toa
muzt WrIte 1ts own l’)Ooks tger tohthe second age’ Eac;;emote posterity \gt us hol
ceedi ; OT rathe ' age, it j 2 '
ng. The books of an older pe v eac}} generation fol-gt}’l: 1s found, {:m ard. |
period will not fit this next suc- 18 forel
ate,.,_{a

m'.{Y b&,
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grises grave mischief. The sacredness which attaches
" hencf  eatio n,—the act of thought,—is instantly transferred to
e ot OThC poer chanting, was felt o l?e a divine man. Henceforth
.. divin€ also. The writer was a just and wise spirit. Hence-
pant i ettle d, the book is perfect; as love of the hero corrupts
e it f his statue. Instantly, the book becomes noxious. The
e We sought a bll‘Othel', and lo, a governor. The sluggish
nind of the multitude, always slow to open to the incur-
having once SO opened, having once received this
45 upon it, and mgkes an outcry, if it is disparaged. Colleges
-:an ¢ Books are written on it by thinkers, not by Man Think-
ile ogn ‘of ralent, that is, who start wrong, who set out from
" gmas, not from their own sight of principles. Meek young
in libraries, believing it their duty to accept the views
10, which Locke, which Bacon have. given, forgetful that
cke and Bacon were only young men 1n libraries when they

e books. o
Hence :nstead of Man T hinking, we have the bookworm. Hence,

?
k-learned class, who value books, as such; not as related to
nstitution, but as making a sort of Third

d the human co
the world and the soul. Hence, the restorers of readings,

jomaniacs of all degrees.
han it seems. Books are the best of things,

d; this is worse t
orst. What is the right use? What s the

d, among the W
means go to effect? They are for nothing but 10

ver see a book than to be warped by its attrac-
and made a satellite instead of a sys-
1,—the soul,

men gfo .
ghich C1

the boO
pature a0

tate with :
tFBSe emendators, the bibl

This is ba
well used; abuse

one end which all
had better ne

tion clean out of my own orbit,
rem. The one thing in the world of value, 1s, the active sou

free, sovereign, active. This every man is entitled to; this every man
contains within him, although in almost all men, obstructed, and as yet
unborn. The soul active sees absolute truth; and utters truth, or cre-
ates. In this action, it is genius; not the privilege of here and there 2
favorite, but the sound estate of every man. In its essence,

itis progres-
sive. The book, the college, the schoo

| of art, the institution of any
kind, stop with some past utterance of genius. This is good, say they,—
let us hold by this. They pin me down. They look backward and not
forward. But genius always

looks forward. The eyes of man are set in
his forehead, not in his hindhead. Man hopes. Genius creates. To cre-
ate—to create,—is the proof of a divine presence.

inspire. I

Whatever talents

may be, if the man create not, the pure efflux of the Deity is not his—
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there may be, _but not yet ﬂam.e, There are g, "
reative actions, and creative o, I Qreaﬁv{. y »

ders and smoke,
cative of no custom or authority |, '

cin c
manners, there are & di
ds, that is, 1nd!

actions, Wor ' < from the mind’s own sense of good and fair, g )
ing SPOHtane}? - part, instead of being its own seer, let it Teceive , o o8
On the othe fr’l d i’ts truth, though it were 1n torrents of lighy .08 0.
from another mi de, inquest and self-recovery, and a fatg] disée‘::h‘ 6‘(
] 1ce 0

out periods of soli.tu
is done. Genius 18 al
influence. The literature 0
dramatic poets have Shaks

ways sufficiently tl;e enemy of geniug py Over |
f every nation bear me witness. The English {
pearized now for two hund-red years,
Undoubtedly there is a right way of readmg,?‘—-io 1;} pe_stemly Sub.
ordinated. Man Thinking must not be subdued by his instrumens,
Books are for the scholar’s idle imes. When he can read God direcly
the hour is too precious to be wasted in other men’s transcripts of the;,
readings. But when the intervals of darkness come, as come they
must,—when the soul seeth not, when the sun is h-ld, and the stars
withdraw their shining,—we repair to the la.mps which were kindleq
by their ray to guide our steps to the East again, where the dawn is. We
hear that we may speak. The Arabian proverb says, “A fig tree looking

on a fig tree, becometh fruitful.”
It is remarkable, the character of the pleasure we derive from the

best books. They impress us ever with the conviction that one nature
wrote and the same reads. We read the verses of one of the great
English poets, of Chaucer, of Marvell, of Dryden, with the most mod-
ern joy,—with a pleasure, I mean, which is in great part caused by the
abstraction of all #ime from their verses. There is some awe mixed with
the joy of our surprise, when this poet, who lived in some past world,
two or three hundred years ago, says that which lies close to my own
soul, that which I also had well nigh thought and said. But for the evi-
dence thence afforded to the philosophical doctrine of the identity of
all minds, we should suppose some pre-established harmony, some
foresight of souls that were to be, and some preparation of sto’res for
their future wants, like the fact observed in insects, who ]
before death for the young grub they shall » Whofay up food
['would not be hurried by any lo);e of sr;:::;sie. :
of instincts, to underrate the Book. We all knoiv, }trhzl:yazxt?lgegiranon
body can be nourished on any food, though it were boiled s
the broth of shoes, so the human mind can be fed by any kng;’asls Snd
And great and heroic men have existed, who had almost n;v ztf:;
information than by the printed page. I only would say, that it needs a
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= Inseel; Iean ' QIQ %‘1 diet. O : ” N r"‘"
top, CCip ‘i U q"t}" 4d to bear that diet. ne must be an inventor to read well. As {
'Very rrﬁ‘n t"ec N L be b says, " He that would bring home the wealth of the Indies \
ne.’ ang So ﬁipe % he prover ut the wealtb (_)f the Indies.” Tl}ere is then creative read:
m y, Ofa féta] 'ght a]% st Cwell as creative writing. When the mind is braced by labor and |
. i Wip, 8ep. Qg ¥ N ing % the page of whatever book we read becomes luminous with “
(0] blu] Dess‘ gy ?bf* jpven ;)d ’a”usion. Every sentence is doubly significant, and the sense
;’\S d_”e(j yTbe EJ? 0 mamfoaut hor is as broad as Fhe ?vorld. We then see, what is always true,
d [,0 it be ears q%e, Ofoufs he s eer’s hour of vision is short and rare among heavy days and
s )2 bis ‘stelm ) - that hs, 50 is its record, Perchance, the least part of his volume. The
,11 Teq IDS&U y ny ﬂ?o‘;m;ng Il read in his Plato or Shakspeare, only that least part,—
Stra oq d'%'*ts d’slc the authentic utterances of th,e oracle,—and all the rest he rejects,
Come SerptS "ect! - Oj’r); ¢ never so many tumes Plato’s am"l Shak'spe.are"s,
is bié as COInOf thejy’ weofcourse’ there is a portion of reading quite lndlspens:«:\ble to a wise
Whic » ang tb e tbet il History and exact science he.m}lst 'learn by laborious reading.
i h Were :esfary Colleges, in like manner, have. their indispensable ofﬁce,——.-to teach
b € the da ’Q“dleds lements. But they can only highly serve us, when they aim not to
A fig N Wn is, W Siu but to create; when they gather from far every ray of various
Ce IOij e :ni:ls to their hospitable halls, and, by the concentrated fires, set the
del‘ive g E carts of their youth on flame. .Thoug}.lt and _knowledge are natures
2 thay frop, the in which apparatus and pretension avail nothing. Gowns, and pecu-
g Ofone Ature piary foundations, though of towns of go}d, can never cox}ntervaxl the
' th the grea; Jeast sentence or syllable of wit. Forget th1s,‘and our American colleges
€ Mose Mmoyq. will recede in their public importance whilst they grow richer every
Caused by the year.
We mixeq With [I. There goes in the world a notion that the scholar should be a
Ne page world recluse, a valetudinarian,—as unfit for any handiwork or public labor,
°€ to my own as a penknife for an axe. The so called “practical men” sneer at specu-
t for the evi lative men, as if, because they speculate or seg they could do nothing. 1
e Identjly ot have heard it said that the clergy,—who are always more universally
nony, some than any other class, the scholars of their d.ay,——are addressed as
stores for women: that the rqugh, spontaneous conversation of men they_ do not
¥ up food hear, but only a mincing and diluted speech. They are often virtually
disfranchised; and, indeed, there are advocates for their celibacy. As far
%geration as this is true of the stu.dious cla§s§s, it 1s not jus.t and \fvise. {\ction 15
* humanp with the: scholar subordinate, butit1s .essenual. Without it, he is not yet
rass and man. Without it, thought can never ripen into truth. Whilst the world
wledge, hangs before the eye as a cloud of beauty, we cannot even see its
' other beauty. Inaction is cowardice, but there can be no scholar without the
eeds 3 heroic mind. The preamble of thought, the transition through which it
passes from the unconscious to the conscious, is action. Only so much
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do I know, as 1 have jived. Instantly we know whose w4 ; ‘f,gdzf‘dv; whfo \:
; ose not. are LR} () o
Wlt’};-lllfe‘;,aoiﬁi‘ﬁthis shadow of the soul, or other me, lies .. log GL;]. O‘E’ Cooisfe{‘]f:;‘?\aﬂt
. : wi O Lest o f
s attractions are the keys which unloclf my tboughts ande arg, ﬂct‘ 0 13 ” he
acquainted with myself. 1 Jaunch eagerly into this resoungip My e‘:‘ !“igof‘ aof o, OU€
grasp the hands of those DXt 1 and take my place in the m | % 0% ng ® ‘
fer and to work, taught by an instinct that so shall the dum‘b“g 0 s“f‘ ¢ 9 of Cafv g ent'
vocal with speech. I pierce its order; I dissipate its fear; I g; abygs h; qeoo 4 b;;'u fO?e’hc y hi
within the circuit of my expanding life. So much only of ]ifeSPOSE of p {g,“ 4 hat B mbe,ff
by experience, SO much of the wilderness have I Vanquia}sl Tkngy, fcoo o ip ﬂudable
have I extended my being, my dominion. I ; ed gng ‘,;ebav mmeﬂ . P
+~ 0ot geq 360 10 e ©

planted, or SO far
how any man can afford, for the sake of his nerves and his nap, ¢
. ﬁap?haﬂta OQ\Y

artake. It is pearls and rubies to hig g
Is- s, wer®

any action in which he can p
course. Drudgery, calamity, exasperation, want, are instructers i
quence and wisdom. The true scholar grudges every Oppomm['l ela, l,f pife ! 4
action past by, as a loss of power. 1y of acﬂoﬂ' n the w
4 . . % / 3
It is the raw material out of which the intellect moulds her spleng; o gith mal
products. A strange process too, this, by which experience is COP ndid o5% i all
into thought, as a mulberry leaf is converted into satin. The e masteﬂﬂg r p¢
ture goes forward at all hours. . mamfsc. embody ohaS alt
et 3;?; 2cnox;s and events of our childhood and youth are now matte muCh e \ie
ity ours:-e(z esnin;ittl'on' The){ ]l:e like fair pictures in the air. Not :(S) s‘)eec 'ones for
ions,—with the business whi . est
: ic : o
hand. On this we are quite unable t h we now have in d Colleges
circulate through it. We no more fi (l) SPliCUIate. Our affections as yet t rk-yar
. eel or know it, th the WOTR”
or the hand : , than we feel the
life —remai;l :rf:):lrle bfam of our body. The new deed is yet a paxf'iet,f But the M
) a time imm : . 0 :
contemplative hour, it detache:r'sedl in our unconscious life. In some books, 1S tha
become a thought of the mind Il[tlse f from the life like a ripe fruit, to narare, that
corruptible has put on incorr.uptsigantky,l it is raised, transfigured; the in desire ant
n’ . .
beauty, however base its origi Always now it is an object of heat and c¢
impossibili gin and neighborhood ) .
b possibility of antedating this act. In it ood. Observe, too, the every fluid
n : L b o *
selst::Ot Shlhn‘e’ itis a dull grub. But suddeS lgrub. state, it cannot fly, it oy ann
i r:e ; ing unfurls beautiful wings, an (Iil Y without observation, the of nature |
in our : gel of wisdom. So is Th
or later, lose i b private hist . em
ts adhesive i ory, which shall |
) nert fo ) not, sooner Wh
our body into rm, and en thy
the empyr , and astonish us b ' :
ean. C ) y soaring fro
1o radl g Irom A
agndué1 d, the fear of boys, and dogs anii a}nd infancy, school and play- ?a el
erries, and many an ) erules, the love of littl : weany
y another fact that o ittle maids than :
nce filled the whole sky; ' My
, are %
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%
2dy; friend and relative, professiqn and party, town and coun-
gon® alre and world, must also soar and sing.

o ﬂan;’l’rse, he who has put for.th his total strength in fit actions, has

f c « return of wisdom. I.w1ll not shut myself out of this globe of

the riche | transplant an oak into a flower pot, there to hunger and

4ctioB 3’; crust the revenue of some single faculty, and exhaust one
ne h like those Savoyards, who, getting their liveli-

pIr% ¢ thought, muc :
1n hepherds, shepherdesses, and smoking Dutchmen,

e .
4 od by carving $ . g
ho went out one day to the mountain to find stock, and dis-

ope,
for all EVTOP ey had whittled up the last of their pine trees. Authors

covered that th to b et it il 1 wh d
e have in numbers, who have written out their vein, and who, move

commendable prudence, sail for Greece or Palestine, follow the
:)ra;Pef into the prairie, or ramble round Algiers to replenish their

merchantable stock.
If i were only for 2 vocabulary the scholar would be covetous of

action. Life is our dictionary. Years are well spent in country 1ab9rs-, in
own—in the insight into trades afld rpanufafztures; in frank inter-
course with many men and women,; in sclence; in art; to the one end of
mastering in all their facts a language,. by which to illustrate and
embody our perceptions. I learn immediately from any speaker how
dy lived, through the poverty or the splendor of his

much he has alrea

fe lies behind us as the quarry from whence we get tiles and

s for the masonry of to-day. This is the way to learn gram-
the field and

speech. L

copestone :
mar. Colleges and books only copy the language which

the work-yard made.
Bur the final value of action, like that of books, and better than

books, is, that it is a resource. That great principle of Undulation in
nature, that shows itself in the inspiring and expiring of the breath;
in desire and satiety; in the ebb and flow of the sea, in day and night, n

heat and cold, and as yet more deeply ingrained in every atom and
every fluid is known to us under the name of Polarity,—these “fits of
easy transmission and reflection,” as Newton called them, are the law
of nature because they are the law of spirit.

The mind now thinks; now acts; and each fit reproduces the other.
When the artist has exhausted his materials, when the fancy no longer
paints, when thoughts are no longer apprehended, and books are
a weariness,—he has always the resource 7o /ive. Character is higher
than intellect. Thinking is the function. Living is the functionary. The
stream retreats to its source. A great soul will be strong to live, as well

\

\
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chink. Does he lack organ or medium ¢y : fge‘z,’ﬂcg a;:‘
as strong 1o is elemental fo i P LT ARt
He can still fall back on th‘_" elgmen ree of livip thepy, - My cﬂ‘t' o't"“ fV‘r( acat
total act. Thinking is @ partial act. Let the grandeur of j\mi:.. hig ‘:ﬂd ‘:agz 0 ‘3“”950\
his affairs. Let the beauty of affection cheer his lowly ro¢ ‘;51‘ g, zh‘sc'w\%ﬂd C"ﬂe v
from fame” who dwell and act with him, will feel the fop, ”f‘}n. wl s o 8% 0%,
stirution in the doings and passages of the day better py, o, V‘ccuf"‘ Haﬂd “‘:ﬂm
measured by any public and deSI'gncd d:splay_' Time sha rea:\an | 0% e ¥
that the scholar loses no hour which the man ‘lwcs. Herein b u:\fm"‘ b’ez' e (ie . eveb‘e
the sacred germ of his instinct, screened from influence, Why, s h)‘:k_l\ ¢f tfogfap s, 90 o
seemliness is gained in strength. Not out of those on whom SY’*tcﬁ,im {:e ﬂd“‘c whatsba
education have exhausted their culture, comes the helpfy] Hian{ﬂuf g gor¥" pour ]
destroy the old or to build the new, but out of unhandselled vy ; so‘emf;e sha“, t\
nature, out of terrible Druids and Berserkirs, come at last Alfreq ang $es® nef 1nvI©
Shakspeare. e o /(h'xszh
I hear therefore with joy whatever is beginning to be said of the dig. w,daY’ s peip
nity and necessity of labor to every citizen. There is virtue yet in ¢, Thif and ¢
hoe and the spade, for learned as well as for unlearned hands. Apg pns© ;\d. Tt
labor is every where welcome; always we are invited to work; only be the W(:]ecof“
this limitation observed, that a man shall not for the sake of wider great man,
activity sacrifice any opinion to the popular judgments and modes of wa?{of:s . all
action. pall,
I have now spoken of the education of the scholar by nature, by the Who‘.e 2
books, and by action. It remains to say somewhat of his duties. has lost 1D
They are such as become Man Thinking. They may all be comprised pOPg‘n‘f =
in self-trust. The office of the scholar is to cheer, to raise, and to guide affirm 10 s
men by showing them facts amidst appearances. He plies the slow, abstractic
}mhoqored, and unpaid task of observation. Flamsteed and Herschel, paﬁe“to
in their glazed observatory, may catalogue the stars with the praise of enough
all men, and, the results being splendid and useful, honor is sure. But thing tr
(})’;’t;l" }L‘S pnvate.olésen}?u;]ry, cataloguing obscure and nebulous stars that pre¢
e human mind, whic .
watching days and r;lonths sfnzr:tti;zsn}?: :’;5 thfought of as §uch,—'-— in goin
his old records;,—must reli’nquish dis i S TActs; correcting still the sex
; ; : play and immediate fame. In the his or
long period of his preparation, he must betray often an i : Pr
shiftle : - : T gnorance and he s
ssness 1n popular arts, incurring the disdain of the ble wh T
shoulder him aside. Long he must stammer in his speech: fta ? . The
the living for the dead. Worse yet, he must accept—how (;;: ‘31‘1 orego rece
and solitude. For the ease and pleasure of treading theele[éoverfy vast
accepting the fa'shions, the education, the religion of society, he ::ﬁg; his
the cross of making his own, and, of course, the self-accusation,, the faint ad
th
F 4 a A l ;
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t uncertainty and loss of time which are the nettles
the way of the self-relying and self-directed; and

e frequent
S angling Vnet 1 ility in which
an of virtual hostility in which he seems to stand to society, and

pes™
che state co educated society. For all this loss and scorn, what offset? |
CSP?CIO find consolation in exercising the highest ﬁlncti(;ns of humax.l &
Heis® e is one who rais_es himself from private considerations and ;\
‘;s and lives on public and i_llustriogs thoughts. He is the wx;rld,s
e is the world’s heart. He is to resist the vulgar prosperity that

H . .

Yo ades ever 0 barbarism, by preserving and communicating heroic
.~ ents, noble biographies, melodious verse, and the conclusions of
$ pl Whatsoever oracles the human heart in all emergencies, in all
has uttered as its commentary on the world of actions,—

histo
Solemﬂ hours . .

hese he shall receive and impart. And whatsoever new verdict Reason
: nviolable seat pronounces on the passing men and events of

ﬁ‘og; ;:ir_ihis he shall hear and promulgate.
w—Thése being his functions, it becomes him to feel all confidence in
pimself, and to defer never to the popular cry. He and he only knows
the world. The world of any moment is the merest appearance. Some
eat decorum, some fetish of a government, some ephemeral trade, or
war, OF Man, i cried up by half mankind and cried down by the other
palf, as if all depended on this particular up or down. The odds are that
ion is not worth the poorest thought which the scholar

the whole questl .
has lostin listening to the controversy. Let him not quit his belief thata
popgun is a popgun, though the ancient and honorable of the earth

offirm it to be the crack of doom. In silence, in steadiness, in severe
Jbstraction, let him hold by himself; add observation to observation;
atient of neglect, patient of reproach, and bide his own time,—happy

Enough if he can satisfy himself alone that this day he has seen some-

thing truly. Success treads on every right step. For the instinct 1s sure
that prompts him to tell his brother what he thinks. He then learns that

in going down into the secrets of his own mind, he has descended into
the secrets of all minds. He learns that he who has mastered any law in

his private thoughts, is master to that extent of all men whose language

he speaks, and of all into whose language his own can be translated.
The poet in utter solitude remembering his spontaneous thoughts and
recording them, is found to have recorded that which men in “cities
vast” find true for them also. The orator distrusts at first the fitness of
his frank confessions,—his want of knowledge of the persons he
addresses—until he finds that he is the complement of his hearers;—
that they drink his words because he fulfils for them their own nature;
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. o his privatest SECTEtest presenginy, P “O's €
the deeper he dives n the most acceptable, most public, an&\t *’“ba{ t“‘,o ¢
nder he finds, this 15 £ ht in it; the better part of every n 60" o
w<1)I crue. The people delig : ) May, &e‘ ,\;5; :
sally 5= =« this is myself- o
7. c: this 1s MYy Y
This is my mus! || the virtues are comprehended..ﬁree shoy of‘{; 00 © s
In self-trust, 2 d brave. Free even t© the definition of . the #0 0 ﬂ‘\,‘ :
—free an ‘ :se out of hi 0 i !
SCh.Olar be, hindrance that does .nOt arise O hl‘S own Conggg! be { e o
“without any fear is a thing which a scholar by his very fancg,. 105 0,
tion.” Brave; for fear ings from ignorance. It is a gho e« a1€
. d him. Fear always Springs 1= : AMe ¢, e
uts behind It '.”.t amid dangerous times, arise from the Presup, o (ﬂ;\\
im if hi 1 i, : ~ !
him if his tranqui Vs 4 women, his is a protected class; or if he e i 5[01
tion that like children an ; * houghts £ e seey o
eace by the diversion of his t oughts from politics e?oe
a temporary p s hiding his head like an ostrich in the flower, tbﬁtto‘
stion :
gexfx:s quzeping’ into microscopes, and turning rhymes,' as 2 boy ‘;}“ of'
wlllmsistlés Fo keep his courage up. So is the danger a danger still: so is e b he
fear worse. Manlike let him turn and _fa_ce it. Let }ﬁlm l(})loi( into its eye ) &
and search its nature, inspect 1ts Origin,~—see tﬁ edv.v i ping of this 0%
lion,—which lies no great way back; he will then fin in imself a per- . "
fect comprehension of its nature and extent; he will l?ave made his et
hands meet on the other side, and can henceforth. defy it, agd pass on b
superior. The world is his who can see through its pretension. What pe

deafness, what stone-blind custom, what overgrown error you behold,
is there only by sufferance,—by your sufferance. See it to be a lie, and q

you have already dealt it its mortal blow.
Yes, we are the cowed,—we the trustless. It is a mischievous notion

that we are come late into nature; that the world was finished a long
time ago. As the world was plastic and fluid in the hands of God, so itis
ever to so much of his attributes as we bring to it. To ignorance and sin,
itis flint. They adapt themselves to it as they may; but in proportion as
a man has anything in him divine, the firmament flows before him, and
takes his signet and form. Not he is great who can alter matter, but he
who can alter my state of mind. They are the kings of the world who
give the color of their present thought to all nature and all art, and per-
S}lll'adeil men b){ the cheerfu.l serenity of their carrying the matter, that
tl :]Sdt( z’(z‘)%’w“’g‘l::“th?y do, is .the. gpple w:hich the ages have desired to
rl; - st 1pe, and inviting nations to the harvest. The great
oftg :;:bij L‘;ﬁf:l?st :11]1;258 EVherever Macdonalc.l sits, therc? is the hgad
it from the farmer xud e | Otgny the most alluring O,f studies and wins
fossils. The day 1s . erb-woman. I?a\{y, cbemlstryi and Cuvier,
¥ 15 always his, who works in it with serenity and great
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estimates of men crowd to him whose mind is filled

heaped waves of the Atlantic follow the moon

e reason is deeper than can be fathomed,—
s

’ can be enl_ightened. I mig_ht not carry with me the feeling

ce in stating ™Y own belief. But I have already shown the
adverting to the doctrine that man is one. 1

d:'he has wronged himself. He has almost '

oht that €an Jead him back to his prerogatives. Men are

& o e .

e of N0 account. Men i history, men in the world of to-day are
13

me " .wn,and are called “the mass” and “the herd.” In a century.

b

arc :
J . ne or two men; that is to say,—one or two approxima-
ery man. All the rest behold in the hero or

d crude being—ripened; yes, and are con-
+hat may attain to its full stature. What a tesimony—
borne to the demands of his own nature,
tisan, who rejoices in the glory of

hief. The poor and the low find some amends to their immense
for their acquiescence 1n a political and social inferior-

ity They aré content to be brushed like flies from the path of a great
' m to that common nature

gson, SO that justice shall be done by hi
larged and glorified. They

which it 18 the dearest desire of all to see en
qun chemselves 10 the great man’s light, and feel it to be their own ele-

nent. They cast the dignity of man from their downtrod selves upon
che shoulders of a hero, and will perish to add one drop of blood t
make that great heart beat, those giant sinews combat and conquer. He

Jives for us, and we live in him.

Men such as they aré, very naturally seek money Or POWET; and

ower because 1t 18 good as money,—the “spoils,” sO called, “of
the highest, and this, in theis

office” And why not? for they aspire t0
sleepwalking, they dream is highest. Wake them, and they shall quit

the false good and leap to the true, and leave governments 1o clerks
e wrought by the gradual domestica-

and desks. This revolution is to b

sion of the idea of Culture. The main enterprise of the world for splen-
dor, for extent, 18 the upbuilding of a man. Here ar¢ the materials
strown along the ground. The private life of one man shall be a more
illustrious monarchy,—more formidable to its enemy, MOTE sweet and
serene in its influence 1O its friend, than any kingdom in history. For a
man, rightly viewed, comprehendeth the particular natures of all men.
Each philosopher, each bard, each actor, has only done for me, as by 2
delegate, what one day I can do for myself. The books which once we

able
s the

s
1he ¥
i ? this self-trust t

been wronge

ot their OWD green an

pe less, SO y att
andeub full of pity, 18
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is that but saying that
the universal mind took through the eyes of that one .
, and have passed on. First, one; then, anothee;
: : ;
d waxing g reater by all these supplies, we cra\: drai
dant food. The man has never lived thae Caiaf g

nd cannot
ide to this unbounded, unboundable em

h flaming now out of the lips of Etna, lighte.
n§ the

W
\
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all cisterns, an
and more abun
ever. The human mi
barrier on any one$
one central fire whic
capes of Sicily; and now 0O :
rowers and vineyards of Naples. It 1s on

thousand stars. It is one sou

N Y

€ l]ght WhiCh beams ot ;
Ot q

% pedi ouSlY upon this abstraction of th
the

But I have dwelt perhap
lay longer to add what T have to say, of ne, 3
) Ter :

Scholar. I ought not to de
reference to the time and to this country.
Historically, there is thought to be a difference in the ideas whjg},
ic

predominate over successive epochs, and there are data for makin

g’er'll-us of the Classic, of the Romantic, and now of the Reﬂectig the
Philosophical age. With the views I have intimated of the Onenve or
the identity of the mind through all individuals, I do not muche(:s or
on these differences. In fact, I believe each individual passes th well
all three. The boy is a Greek; the youth, romantic; the adult, refl rough
I deny not, however, that a revolution in the leading idea n’lay l:gtg:'

tinctly enough traced.

» Tmmcmdfﬂmﬁm‘ ,
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f the eye, we have quite ey},
come up Wlth the point aus-ted‘ ?9&0 {,b

be enshrined ina person e
who i y
S 3 C
hal) g 0
e, T A

ut of the throat of Vesuvius, illumip,
tes th be

| which animates all men.
6109 5

Our i :
s Wzge' is bewailed as tbg age of Introversion. Must that needs be
thOI'lghts’\lkg seems, are critical. We are embarrassed with second
. e 1 .
the pleasure ng;fsl;t Sélloy aFy t;ung for hankering to know whereof
. E . We are lined with eyes. Wi .
. . e
time is infected with Hamlet’s unhappingss =Y see with our feet. The
b}

Sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought.”

Is it so bad then? Sight i
blind? D 2 d1ght 15 the last thing to be piti
cruth d r;’? }V?Oi;elfr lest we Shpuld Outseegnarure g;t;ecé sgoulcll \ge.be
announcement of ]:]’Il): ? the discontent of the literary class :Isl a o
mind of their fathers aicc; ::;t the]{ find themselves not in the st;:l: :)ef
dreads the wat ; ret the coming state ied:
period one wo§lrdbf{fo're he has learned that Ee can sti?r?tlrfl ig’ o boy

esire to be born in—is it not the age.of Reerells any
volution,

by, §
Wea Aye 1( 1(6:‘1{[“116 g]

when the o]
old and the new stand side by side, and admit of being ¢
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p n the hlS 5 & b g N
f the new era? This time, like all times, is a very good one

the energies of all men are searched by fear and
. : b 9 ,
coric glories of the old, can be compensated by 2{1:?5{‘ \

wher . .

p hneS ) » ‘
ssxl;ut {nOW what to do with it.
ifwe 14 with joy some of the auspicious signs of the coming days as

I rejmmer already through poetry and art, through philosophy and

1
thf?;%e rough church and state.
1] - -
sct e of these signs 1S the fact that the same movement which

elevation of what was called the lowest class in the state,
ked and as benign an aspect. Instead of
t, the low, the common, was explored

nd Poetised. That which had been negligently trodden under foot by
ahose w nessing and provisioning themselves for long
t  riied s suddenly found to be richer than all for-
0 f the poor, the feelings of the child, the phi-
eaning of household life, and the topics
s a sign—is it not? of new vigor, when

the extremitl when currents of warm life run into
the hands and the feet. Task not for the great, the remote, the romantic;
what is doing in Italy or Arabia; what is Greek art, or Provencal Min-
strelsy; 1 embrace the common, I explore and sit at the feet of the
familiar, the low. Give me insight into to-day, and you may have the
antique and futare worlds. What would we really know the meaning
of? The meal in the firkin; the milk in the pan; the ballad in the street,
the news of the boat; the glance of the eye; the form and the gait of the
body;-——show me the ultimate reason of these matters;—show me the
sublime presence of the highest spiritual cause lurking, as always it
does lurk, in these suburbs and extremities of nature; let me see every

rrifle bristling with the polarity that ranges it instantly on an eternal
Jaw; and the shop, t

he plough, and the ledger, referred to the like cause
by which light undulates and poets sing;i—2

nd the world lies no longer
2 dull miscellany and lumber room, but has form and order; there 1 no
trifle; there is no puzzle; but one design un

ites and animates the far-
thest pinnacle and the lowest trench.

This idea has inspired the genius of Goldsmith, Burns, Cowper,
and, in a newer time, of Goethe, Wordsworth, and Carlyle. This idea
they have differently followed and with various success. In contrast
with their writing, the style of Pope, of Johnson, of Gibbon, Jooks cold
and pedantic. This writing is blood-warm. Man is surprised to find that
things near are not less beautiful and wondrous than things remote.

d in literature a VEIy mar
jme and beautiful, the nea

ho were har
into far countries,
eign parts. The literature O
losophy of the street, the mean!
of the time. It is a great stride. It1

o5 are made active,
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tthmk and fat. The SCholarn' dPHVate avarice makeSIt)}TCted to be t?imid'
ob? tragic consequence T;ls BEEnk, indolent, compl e air we breath,;
jects, eats upon i . The mind of this ¢ plaisant. See al
itself. There i ountry ta ready
ere is no ught to ai
work fo aim at |
¥ axy but the de e
§o i i}
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Young men of the fairest : L
nflated by the mountain wg;%zlzﬁin\zgoubzgxg life '
f God, find the earth below not in unison with t}?es[:: l‘; \|
from action by the disgust which the principles on’whiz;l}tl K
inspire’.and rurn drudges, or die of disgust,—
. What is the remedy? They did not yet see ;md
as hopeful now crowding to the barriex’:s for
, that if the single man plant himself in-
domifably d there abide, the huge world will come

‘ Patiencefpatlence;-—with the shades of all the good

rotlﬂd to hm.
ond great for company; and for solace, the perspective of your own
... and for work, the study and the communication of prin-
valent, the conversion of the

the making those instincts pre
Is it not the chief disgrace in the world, not to be an unit;—not
oned one character;—not to yield that peculiar fruit which
created to bear, but ©© be reckoned in the gross, in the
ection, to which we

pundred, OF the thousand, of the party, the s
belong; and our opinion predicted geographically, as the north, or the

south. Not 50, brothers and friends—please God, ours shall not be so.
We will walk on our own feet; we will work with our own hands; we

will speak our Own minds. Then shall man be no longer a name for
pity, for doubt, and for sensual indulgence. The dread of man and the

Jove of man shall be a wall of defence and a wreath of love around all A
nation of men will for the « each believes him-

first time exist, becaus
self inspired by the Divine Soul which

laisant.
shores, 1

s 0
. dered
ss 15 managed

reer, do

the €@ e
on his instincts, an

world.
to be reck

each man was

also inspires all men.



