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American readers. The Transcendentahst.s were particularly IMpresyy ¥ it
by his journalistic accounts of German hteratu'{)e1 and dthc_)ught, Which done &
helped make German philosophy seem accessible an dlreCteq then, e Sif
to the significance of Goethe. Erl}ersop sought Carlyle out during A
1833 visit to England after resigmng_hls pastorate and. struck up alife. are 2
long——though at times strained——fnendshlp with thxs.fellow lapsed- ol
Protestant iconoclast. Later they became each other’s literary agentin ansi
their home countries. ; ; fall
Carlyle was also the first prominent Anglo-American critic to diag- 1o
nose the wrenching change ushered in by the industrial revolution W
S
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The combination of wonder and severity with which he viewed its dis-
ruption of traditional social arrangements struck a responsive chord
throughout the English-speaking world. The social reform thrust
within Transcendentalism had a distinctly Carlylean ring. Orestes
Brownson, Theodore Parker, Henry David Thoreau, and others all
wrote about the mechanization of labor and exploitation of the work-
ing man with Carlyle’s charges at least partially in mind. Both the sub-
stance and the sarcasm of Thoreau’s assertion, in Walden, that “men
have become the tools of their tools” goes right back to Carlyle—on
who’m. Thorfeau had earlier written an appreciative essay. When Car-
lyle’s ]erem.lads later turned reactionary, siding, for example, with
masters against slaves, even his forbearing friend Emerson Ob"ected-
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But his early discourses on the consequences of industrialization left a

ermanent mark.
In this particular reading, Carlyle’s satire is directed not so much at

concerns about economic or material conditions as more abstractly—

or profoundly—-at the mechanization of thought and social activity

chat industrialization seemed to portend: the displacement of individ-

ual initiative by corporatism and of individual creativity by the effi-
ciency ethic. The emerging Transcendentalist movement would have
been additionally gratified by the link Carlyle draws between the age
of machinery and the “mechanical” philosophy of Locke.

soURCE: “Signs of the Times,” Edinburgh Review, 49 ( June 1829).

Were we required to characterise this age of ours by any single epithet,

we should be tempted to call it, not an Heroical, Devotional, Philo-

sophical, or Moral Age, but, above all others, the Mechanical Age. It is

the Age of Machinery, in every outward and inward sense of that word,

the age which, with its whole undivided might, forwards, teaches, and
practices the greater art of adapting means to ends. Nothing is now
done directly, or by hand; all is by rule and calculated contrivance. For

the simplest operation, some helps and accompaniments, some cun-
ning, abbreviating process is in readiness. Our old modes of exertion
are all discredited, and thrown aside. On every hand, the living arti-
san is driven from his workshop, to make room for a speedier, in-
animate one. The shuttle drops from the fingers of the weaver, and
falls into iron fingers that ply it faster. The sailor furls his sail, and
lays down his oar, and bids a strong, unwearied servant, on vaporous
wings, bear him through the waters. Men have crossed oceans by
steam; the Birmingham Fire-king has visited the fabulous East; and
the genius of the Cape, were there any Camoens now to sing it, has
again been alarmed, and with far stranger thunders than Gama’s.
There is no end to machinery. Even the horse is stripped of his har-
ness, and finds a fleet fire-horse yoked in his stead. Nay, we have an
artist that hatches chickens by steam—the very brood-hen is to be
superseded! For all earthly, and for some unearthly purposes, we have
machines and mechanic furtherances; for mincing our cabbages; for
casting us into magnetic sleep. We remove mountains, and make seas
our smooth highway; nothing can resist us. We war with rude nature;
and, by our resistless engines, come off always victorious, and loaded

with spoils.
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