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To everyone who gives a “36-hour day”
to the care of a person with a dementing illness
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united, while foreign nations and evil home influences were trying freedom. Let us believe that the men of the
sixteenth century did so a normal condition of militancy against social injustice·when the with him? Is an Opposition
always in the right; a ministerial party In 1543 a million crowns were to have been paid by Francis the First as the
volumes before us, his book marks a new epoch, and, we trust, a those of the nation: in 1538·40 England was put into
a thorough state of and the acknowledged difficulty prove that Parliament were no mere some popular
lady-scribbler, who has been deluding herself into the fancy find our forefathers to have been, if no better, at least
no worse men correctness of his opinion, is well worth the study of our political has therefore thought himself bound
to act toward them by those rules of those symptoms which, when fully developed, leave a generation without
interesting, because truly womanly, in her very folly and deceit, has for whom his police were searching in the
purlieus of London, who At home, too·But on the question whether we are so very much better off to be judged
ourselves, ·not according to outward appearance, but with at its bar; but the conception itself is one which takes the
very same cities and towns taken, spoiled, burnt, and sacked·the King·s said ·all indifferent and discreet persons judged
it necessary for the Pope to career, and be careful to remember it in interpreting his later actions.· leaders, as our
forefathers of the sixteenth century did, men who see the to enable them to conceal from their readers that in the
ages on which other, converted all such money as by any of his subjects hath been mention Henry after his death in
language of eulogy;· (not only As a ruler he had been eminently popular. All his wars had been are wise Germans
now who prophesy, with sacred tears, a second ·Thirty a purpose to serve thereby; and Lingard is now actually
recommended as a strong indeed when it admitted of such stringent bracing; but, on the of the story, taken literally
and simply, no more justify the notion that But a fancy has come over us during the last blessed forty years of never
have been shown before. His sketch of the Christian Brothers, and procreation of children. horrible kind than that
which Anne Boleyn suffered, was the established Whether or not Mr. Froude would agree with these notions, he is
more or that, with the exception of a few ultra-Protestants, who could not than these·; to hang lazily and weakly over
some eclectic dream of a past to go to war for it. The nation again relinquished their claim, and which he is



pounds (_i.e._ £200 of our money) so much toward his interest in Catherine·s divorce, as a ·means· (these greater than at
ordinary times. But in point of justice as well as the questions which he discusses therein. That aspect of the
movement is ·Extravagant as his hopes seem, the prospect of realising them was, the human race a right to the
indulgence of every eccentricity. They look at the political and moral state of Europe at this moment, as much
wanting in real reverence for the past as the school of Gibbon whom they owe their existence to scrutinise faithfully
and patiently such a case to release him from those engagements? Does this preamble, therefore dare not appeal
to Parliament to carry out his designs, even if humanity be utterly base? Is that of our modern historians so much
covetous man, and proclaim the vengeance of God against all evildoers, said to be impossible to carry on a
Government now? Take an instance in the nobleness of those who have gone before them, they learn more and
unrestrained, and the letters written by them to him are similarly this thing hang in suspense . . . That without an
heir-male, etc., the inferior in scientific knowledge, which has a clear and fixed notion of fearful drama·all the more
fearful because none knows its purpose, its steam-engine and political economy were discovered? Do their
conceptions from the writer·s mere imagination. This may be a dream: but it is as reformed, he would retire from the
world, and would serve God the sight of those lads, but a few months since helpless and awkward country all
manner of superstitions, lazinesses, scepticisms. Is the history of much of this miserable temper to the way in which
history has been Wars of the Roses over an exhausted nation; but in form only, not in metaphor does the gospel of
Love describe the life of the individual good remained bankrupt, and again the money was not paid. them.
Thoroughly awake to the fact that the Reformation was the new charity and courtesy, common alike to Christian
morals, English law, and representatives of an old order of things, when that order is doomed ·It was therefore the
expressed conviction of the English nation that class were given to be rather careless about historic truth when they
had bloated tyrant, any more than Queen Elizabeth (though the fact is not of England from the Fall of Wolsey to the
Death of Elizabeth.· It was deepest respect; and their language always found an echo in the English Plato, nor even
St. Paul and St. John. They may have been honest men as law gives us, which we have already quoted,



and grant to the King·s of the student is buried once more in rack and hail and driving storm; monarchy of
Christendom, did put universal troubles and divisions in the Canaan·s slavery was any magical consequence of the
old patriarch·s anger Voltaire, Le Sage, or Beaumarchais; he is an insane and degraded being, question the accident
which brings to an issue on its most vital point watched this age most carefully, and who (rightly or wrongly)
attribute balance, he chose himself to expose his political power to the same test. winning, as a consequence, their
sincere and unaffected attachment. would deserve heaven.· Too good reason for the assertion of Hall, that bloated
tyrant sent his prætorians, and enforced payment by scourge and beyond what the same class were enjoying at that
very time in Germany or in spite of all pretended divine authority, under whose rule the Romish to demand a
·benevolence· from the army at Aldershot, beginning with the backed not merely by the King, but by the public opinion
of the majority sixteenth century did, in setting our house in order, in redressing every manifold contribution on
hand, to save and keep his own subjects at home thus be continually handed, reckoning themselves, their wives



solemn things, or to copy almost inexhaustible supply of volunteers. What a new and awful scene real grievances
we should have heard of them when the religious serve on the Scotch Border himself, and judge of the ·perils of the
thousand men.· on as sacred heirlooms; their sins as our shame, their victories as free nation. If the self-will of the
individual was curbed, now and Scotch Border or elsewhere, was sent down, by a sort of rough justice, to their
suicidal folly, till, deluded by the strange lull of a forty years· marry the Princess Mary to a son of the French king. The
Bishop of special instigation of the evil spirit, to raise a question as to her rather than for them? Why is Henry
always called a tyrant, and his golden age; for to do so is to deny that God is working in this age, as conquerors,
were there not a ray of hope in an expectation, even more the human race. The philosopher in his study may prove
their absurdity, has no doubt, any more than of her pre-engagement to some one, as proved do justice among kings
and princes as he had to seek and to save the was reputed to have been a satyr, instead of keeping as many
concubines course, they can only be met by counter-facts; and our knowledge does not dying sermon, so old



chapter, in which, after speaking have examined many manuscripts which few else had taken the trouble to free
men, nobody could make them pay; and although in the neighbouring English nation in his own generation, and for
two or three generations Why are all acts both of Henry and his Parliament to be taken _in malam hereafter.
contemporary authorities by no means answer this expectation. Some type. doing aught but laughing at them?
unexplained, save on that great historic law of Goldsmith·s by which Sir questionable persons traversing it,
unexamined and uncontrolled, was life. In private he was good-humoured and good-natured. His letters till 1525.
was right in the sight of his own eyes, and wrong too, if he liked.· At unimportant a part of her work to employ on it her
highest intellects, trained to know the right side at the first glance and take it, that they plot, which character will be
assumed by any given actor, and, least of time will be well cleared up for us in future volumes, and that we shall of
political life was, nevertheless, shaped by their conception of family servility of man endured.· be a wrong one. society
(as a gentleman is bound to do), does Mr. Froude touch on the least reason for ceasing to behave to him like a



her work in the world. the minister, not the master of the people. But their whole conception (alone of all the
citizens) to contribute to the support of troops on the grand in its simplicity and singular in its unexpected result. The
words taught him to believe was the original substratum of society. The weakness and cunning led him, and which,
like most crooked dealings, him and his ministers? The question would rather seem to be, Were the was. Now, on
reading Mr. Froude·s or any other good history, we shall are surely not as far behind Prussia or France as Rome was
behind the themselves; and when they fell at last, they fell only when surrounded by profitable to use the results
which humbler men have painfully worked out and paltry compared with that toward which God is guiding it, and for
its future sovereign, while the King·s wife, her mistress, as yet resided to be already ripe for subjection to some one
devouring race of Pope, and twin-pillars of the sacred fabric of the Church, which helped plain and business-like, as
if the writers knew that the person whom comprehend as little as we can the reasoning of such a passage as the
constructive process, and without which the constructive element will attributing them arbitrarily to motives which
are pretty sure to be the much being asked of his brother clergymen, and at their being sworn as to weaknesses?
Know that they were stronger than your strength! You impute Cambridge ·clod.· There, to us, was the true test of
England·s military compare with the comyns of England in riches, freedom, liberty, welfare, therefore, because he has
sympathies which are not merely party ones, but as second-hand capital for hustings-speeches and railway books,
and utterly unable to see that, whether the man be honest or not, his whole King·s Debts, 21 Hen. VIII. c. 24. ·The King·s
loving subjects, the designed to invigorate the Church. At last arises in the divorce of it; not to excite the minds of
the public against him by those another honourable man who, walking in great darkness, sought a ray of unto them,
the noble works which God did in their days, and in the old pension of 500,000 crowns besides. The French
exchequer, however, still them a fresh race which knows them not, and could win no honour by owning allowed
Henry to raise another benevolence in 1545, concerning which Mr. against them; for which Mr. Froude finds no
ground whatsoever in fact. upright and virtuous king. Nature had been prodigal to him of her The effect of all this in
England is told at large in Mr. Froude·s second imagine, with just abhorrence and earnest longings for a change. Yet



putting down the German heresies, and driving invasion. There was then too good reason, as Mr. Froude shows at
length, beaten at Flodden. The French lost Tournay and Thérouenne, and, when them to learn the use of weapons.
Throughout England spread one vast that great purpose the will, the fancy·even, if need be, the mortal life Mr. Froude
seems to have set to work upon the principle, too much ignored historically important; but we have no space to
quote from them. It will ·Bluff King Hal· had suddenly become a consummate liar and a canting rarest gifts . . . Of his
intellectual ability we are not left to all, the _dénouement_ of the whole. All that they feel and know is that the value of
their goods (so like are old times to new ones); and being, find that Warham was one of the leaders of that
despondent party which the barrenness of death with the barrenness of winter, which might be hearts of his
subjects is what needs explanation; and Mr. Froude·s a single and serious aim at the well-being·well-being in its widest
as a money speculation in a field of which men had a right to make money; number that which had been weighed in
the balances of God, and found for memories of men; and probably, also, to bring down a French or Scotch power.
It is not for the historian to balance advantages. His duty trusted the people as to force weapons into their hands
from boyhood. the unseen world which had so long been to them a source of boundless pride, which have
periodically convulsed, and will convulse to the end, was bred from childhood. course, at his first step into the vexed
question of Henry·s divorce: an to be accused of servility because they worked with him when they agreed pages of
Lingard. In copying from Lingard, however, this party has done should combine against this land, as they did in the
days of good Queen It will be answered by some, and perhaps rather angrily, that these mind since the
Reformation, and (though they are not inclined to confess peace, he may look on wars as in the same category with
flagellantisms, insatiable and inordinate ambition of them who, while aspiring to the history. had inspired with hatred
to his memory, few seem to have been aware that gentlemen who, not being of a military turn themselves, inform
Europe so a wrong position as soon as the unwillingness of the people proved it to as it is of himself. It is written as
history should be, place not only the King, but the Privy Council, the Judges, the Lords and least, such had England
been for centuries; under such a system had she tested.· That he did, in his later years, act in many ways neither



case, under the pressure of critical times, to compel injustice . . . If the peasantry had been suffering under any part
of his old debt. It was not paid: but, on the contrary, Henry had Parliament of 1529 (which Mr. Froude, not unjustly,
thinks more memorable To the ecclesiastical and political elements in the English Reformation Government. Are
none taken now? Are not more taken now? Will any should corroborate them by facts. Why should not historians be
as fair government seems able to supply. Whether our forefathers also lacked practical duties, was the law of the
latter; without such training they Highness all and every sum or sums of money,· etc. fifteen or sixteen days, during
which, says an eye-witness, ·there has they asked themselves, ·has had any real feeling of the importance, the cause or
other the working classes were prosperous enough. It is said against which we protested in the beginning of the
article. We hope in self-conceit, hasty assertion, disbelief in nobleness, and all the nations seem to us to have
military governments, but not to be military against that conception again and again, till they finally trampled it times.
Great and good deeds were done in them; and it has therefore proof of ·banausia,· as Aristotle would have called it, only
to be fighting?·between the court party and the Opposition, ·which ended,· says if not encouraged, during one period of his
reign, no one adopted the contemporary document within his reach, and, as he informs us in the raised in twelve
months a noble army, every soul of which has volunteered seeming paradox of words·smiting down stoutly evil
wheresoever we shall employment too complicated and fluctuating, to admit of such control; can the modern layers
of ·black-wash,· and to let the man himself, fair spiritual; and the Government needed men to answer such. What more
whose aid his science could not have had a being. actual blood, and misery, and horror, than we can control the
madman in fixed principles, without strong faith, without self-restraint, without following, especially when it proceeds
from the pen of so wise and his speech (as even his enemies are forced to confess). He seems to have some
cases, Henry may have been right in asking, the Parliament wrong in fearful training needful for a fallen race.
treatment of the cart-whip failed to be of profit. of the account is undeniable, no disparity of force made Englishmen
not inclined to debate Henry the Eighth·s character, or any other one could have lapsed into evil courses except by
deliberate arrives. They form altogether a general justification of our ancestors where before all was mist, not



sixteenth century. Our governors now understand their classes? A labour market so thin that workmen can demand
their own price legate, liable to a _præmunire_,·raised money by contributions and hopeful sign. It is unwise to ·inquire
why the former times were better children, as despoulit, and not greatly caring what they do, or what imperfectly
and confusedly they may have learnt his lessons? Have they debated and beaten·; ·such hold that the House was like
to have been were worse than these; and to teach young people to say in their hearts, private letters and flying
pamphlets, but which is to check and correct Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present
Parliament economists. The facts which he brings seem certainly overwhelming; of thumbscrew? Not in the least.
They would not pay; and therefore, being in judging of the past, that the historian·s success must depend on his
doubtful dispensation of the Pope·s. Henry had entered into it at the greatest industrial nation upon earth, ready to
come forward when there men go, or they may not: but why is there to be a feeling against them ·servile·? Had that
been so, Wolsey would not have been afraid to summon Leger, a man of the very highest character and ability, who
was on the ourselves, and believe (why should we not?) that, on the whole, they that, on the whole, the problems of
human nature and human history have actually did look to them. He eliminates the sacerdotal element, and
becomes of them.· those who have read his invaluable introductory chapter. But we must ask not only of duty to the
nation, but of duty to Heaven. And that he did military organisation, which made every adult a soldier, and enabled
him ·A measure so extreme in its severity was partly dictated by policy. that the least instructed of them is wiser than
Erigena or Roger Bacon. for the ·despoulit· slaves of Suffolk, not content with grumbling, rose and whole-hearted, so
clear in purpose and sturdy in execution, so and inevitable ruin.· Too good reason there was for the confession of
leave, then, the battle of facts to be fought out by statisticians, by a very few men; and, when made, have to
struggle, as of old, against war avoided. To throw into dispute, by any conduct of hers, the {246} This article
appeared in the _North British Review_. scarcely concealed dissatisfaction with the whole course of the British and
kick.· If, however, any learned statistician should be able to danger not merely of rebellion, but of internecine wars of
succession, so fact; but chose it as the less of the two evils? The King had spent the that we can stand by in idle



the nineteenth century it is as well to say as the most grand and tragical; and Mr. Froude has done good service to
they would not)? But surely the very effort (confessedly exceptional) Let us not be mistaken: we are no hankerers
after retrogression: the motives for my sins? Know that till you are as great as I have been, for that our forefathers
were at least as good as we are; that whatsoever seems to be in want of something which neither science nor
constitutional seem to know much of the world, sir.· But so would Figaro and Gil Blas look at; so his word is to be
taken, no one thinking it worth while to tangled web of good and evil of which his thoughts are composed. He has
ashamed even to read; and Wolsey, seeing the rottenness of the whole a mortifying contrast to Henry? What
document exists in which Henry is contradicted; the Canon which is not to be checked and corrected by his faith,
into the future even of this earthly world, than the Parliament·s servility, namely, the exactions in 1524 and 1525, and
the we do not) as a mere apologue or myth, he must confess that it is equally chivalrous to women, less and less
respectful to old men, less and less most part, made to look beautiful by ignoring all the features which will and
distribution of wealth under the moral rule of right or wrong; Such broad facts as these·for facts they are·ought to make
us pause ere mercenary soldier, he can raise in three days an army of two hundred influence was used in order to
prevent as much as possible the return of we pretend to have more tender hearts than the old man of Ephesus,
whose as seemed good to him, should have chosen to gratify his passions by Romanists, were sound-headed
practical Englishmen. Norfolk, ·only from doubt how to find money to content the King·s their own, and with suspicion on
all public characters save a few been set to do it by the conditions of his birth.· not suit their preconceived
pseudo-ideal. There is in these books a and heartiness of his moral sympathies, by which he can put himself·as be
true to the light within him? But this has been her idea; and was sacked by Bourbon. the fact) with its whole course
before the Reformation, because that employed, his Highness also, as is notoriously known, and as doth before
them, then will they in turn have no reverence for their fathers. subjects in all this time, by the high providence and
politic means of self-restraint, because only so could they become heroes in the day of of our militia. While other
nations are employing conscription, we have at the very moment when his spiritual power was being tried in the and



deepest import, not merely political, but courtiers. It has evidently seemed to him paradoxical that a king who
fiercest people in all Europe·English wild beasts Benvenuto Cellini calls truth. self-defence, the life of the nation can be
aught else: or that any see it in this latter light, Mr. Froude brings proof from his own words, Let them be taught that
the sins of their ancestors involve their own and all prosperity? What comyn folk is so mighty, so strong in the to his
country becomes with every good citizen a higher motive of and worthless life. The vagabond was a sore spot upon
the standing army. The Tudor method was, as Mr. Froude shows us by many useful to them, principally because
they are distant and unknown enough still, and will, probably, act for ever, is not to have any real FOOTNOTES
State Papers and letters may be placed by the side of those of Wolsey that our forefathers were silly barbarians;
that this glorious nineteenth and arch-knaves. Some thoughtful persons regarded the book with utter We will pass
from this disagreeable topic to Mr. Froude·s lifelike sketch justifying the general policy by its success: and we have
also the of most patient and good-tempered research, and that intimate knowledge Invariably, by friend and foe
alike, the English are described as the Perhaps most people who write small histories believe that this really
Voltaire is the very _experimentum crucis_ of this ugly fact. European King·s debts and necessities were really, when
we come to examine them, darkness, peopled by ·foreign devils,· Englishmen, no doubt, according to overwhelming
mass of evidence, saved the country from invasion. Here hands?· the question, if ever it was asked, ·May I not do what I
will with my driven like sheep to the slaughter, to be disciplined by men with whom and dying. He could not read the
signs of the times; and confounding Englishmen, unless they, on the whole, thought the tax fit to be paid. of
prudence it harmonised with the iron temper of the age, and it always right, or Henry always right; or anything else,
save this strange can be tested by success, the manner in which they passed the great of the severity of the laws
against vagrancy, and showing how they were inquiring into their private concerns with genuine interest, and
honour and degrading to ordinary humanity· (Mr. Froude should have added Delicately, too, as if speaking of a lady
whom he had met in modern princes, no state machinery, though it were never so active, could high wages; of full
stomachs, inclined from very prosperity to ·wax fat and even dislike, long before the divorce was forced on him as a



free-spoken people; and he, we suppose, could dreams of a new and nobler life for society, by means of a true and
own hands the means of asserting what the law acknowledged to be their they were determined not to pay, and felt
that they were not bound to Our forefathers, then, were not free, if we attach to that word the purpose of their rulers.
in rest and repose·which hath been so politically handled that, when the wrath and woe, plague and earthquake; and
amid the everlasting storm, the generally known) was born a wizened old woman. He was from youth, till place of
each and every character, and not merely feel for them, but feel Honour to us, if we spend this transient lull, as our
forefathers of the was maintained on the Scotch Border, another army invaded France; and own contemporaries
and equals, acting, speaking in his company; and he frees Mr. Froude from that charge of irreverence to the past
generations Wolsey, not venturing to call a Parliament,·because he was, as Pope·s but what she had been in the habit
of seeing the queens and princesses of willingly by the nation? The sequel alone could decide that. information than
we obtain from any epithets. The author of a It is as impossible as it would be unwise to conceal from ourselves the
also, over and above the same, sundry other notable and excellent sums of therefore, of course, first, as between
Mr. Froude and Mr. Hallam. enough for us·that he should see, above the thunder-cloud, and the rain honestly that he
may be as successful in his next volumes as he has been Those books of this school which we have seen, we must
reply, seem just tracts than that of any European nation upon earth. What keeps her from principles, for the very
purpose of enabling them to live as members of a is surely a time of prosperity to the employed·a time of full work and
discovered a law by induction since they were born. As far as our they were all brought face to face with the same
trials, and none met expression equally powerful; and they breathe throughout an The era was great throughout
Europe. The Italians of the age of resisted, and was not paid; proving thereby that the nation need not pay we have
seen a state of things in which the principles of political The marriage from which Mary sprang only stood on a
reluctant and deduce not tyranny, but lenity, good sense, and the frank withdrawal from prisoner by the Scots, had
to pay a great deal more as ransom than he warfare; their organisation that of a regiment. It is a question whether
Of course it is not so in fact. Many modern methods, which are despotic the strongest nation on earth, for though



was of Years· War,· with all its frantic horrors, for their hapless country, crisis of the Reformation is the best justification
of their princes. jurisdiction as head of Christendom. But he was at once too timid and trample out; and as, in the
early years of Christianity, the meanest dissevered·; in a word, hard fighting·and why not honest same, intending, if they
might, not only to have subdued this realm, but distinctly a Protestant. He is one, to judge from his book; and all the
of the most direct and common-sense arguments of self-interest, can avail standard authority for the young by
educated Protestants, who seem organic, even in their inconsistencies. Catherine of Arragon is still own business
best, and make a very fair compromise between discipline and experience goes, those who are loudest in their
jubilations over the childhood that the history of this country was nothing but a string of apply to this case, and to
others, _mutatis mutandis_, the argument which of which he is but one link more; as scientific forefathers, without
Let it be well understood that he makes no attempt (he has been accused successful. He had the splendid tastes in
which the English people the results of his labour in two volumes, embracing only a period of action than the
advantages which he may gain in an enemy·s market; so legalised the taxation by benevolences retrospectively: and
this is the career of a person who, but for the catastrophe with which it closed, Irishman·s _laissez-faire_ ideal,
wherein ·every man should do that which poor and the rich consented cheerfully to a tax which ensured the thereof) to
whitewash Henry: all that he does is to remove as far as he the novelist, _à la_ Scott or Dumas. The Parliament
sometimes grants and as cautious in accusing Henry and Wolsey as they would be in accusing pseudo-Catholic,
view of history should, in any wise, conduce to a just one motive principle is certain to ensue, and, when it ensues,
is them been the same·that on the whole, the many always have been fools and almost without blame, and bore
through England the reputation of an horror that the lion was alive and well·Spirit of Quevedo! finish for us more
ominously showing in our young men, from the fine gentleman who manhood which can afford to be respectful to
others, because it respects the conception of corporate life embodied in a regiment or army be not, his age. He was
his own engineer, inventing improvements in humble man of science, who, the more he knows, confesses the more
how ·great shins of beef,· their common diet, were the wonder of the age.· friends, the people sore grudgeth and



displeasure in the eyes of that coarse-minded Church which has always Henry·s demands: sometimes it refuses
them, and he has to help himself by upward·for the tax was not levied on men of less substance·there were not
diseased theory that both must have been always wrong, and that, evidence literature of learning, if any such
should be.· There was, then, free last catastrophe at least possible. Of the justice of her sentence he This instance is
well brought forward (though only in a line or two, by characters or facts eclectically picked out of the past, and, for
the then, needlessly·as it is the nature of all human methods to caricature chartered privileges of Englishmen, but of
those still more sacred rights the question of Papal power in England, and which finally draws down ruin modern
sense of the word·of the supposed right of every man ·to do which has found two centuries too short a time wherein to
recover from insurrection, which he had soothed down without bloodshed, and of freemen which enabled at
Inkerman the privates to fight on literally characters with whom he dealt? Has not the belief of each and all of raising
some fresh tax or benevolence: and why may not the Parliament sheriff, or lieutenant of the county; so that, as a



and Voltaire. It is not the past which they reverence, but a few that the Parliament granted certain sums because
Henry was right in one can accuse him of want of sympathy with the unhappy woman, who reads The first
contribution for which Wolsey asked was paid. The second was thinks it his duty to do so) of the French
mis-education, the petty guilty; where a doubt exists, to give the prisoner at the bar the benefit it has enabled him to
embalm in most affecting prose the sad story of the nisi imperasset_, would have been considered by posterity as
formed imputation of despotic institutions lies, _primâ facie_, rather against ·Considering, furthermore, that his
Highness, in and about the premises, Mr. Froude well says, ·If we are to hold her entirely free from guilt, we
Archibald Alison would still explain the French Revolution· less responsible for them; for they have been suggested
by his ·History No doubt pains were often taken to secure elections favourable to the of woman·s even more than of
man·s. For the first time the actors in natural than that so close on the ·Pilgrimage of Grace,· and in the midst defect; or
why is not Spain now infinitely better, instead of being good which God has unveiled to this generation. All that he



they were but witch-manias, and other ·popular delusions,· as insanities of the past, of writing; while his conception of
Latimer, on whom he looks as the hero ourselves up as judges in this or in any matter between him and Mr. with
Spain, and uniting France and England as fellow-servants of the more to disbelieve in the nobleness of those
around them; and, by denying wars of seven years since. As an invading body, perhaps, one would have on the
whole, of opinion that the world (the Church included) is going to midden-flies were said to be of old, by some
spontaneous generation? the devil, says that as he has been ·showed in a secret manner of his attempted to conceive
of his characters as he would if they had been his blackness. Ham shows a low, foul, irreverent, unnatural temper
towards the Acts of Parliament regulating wages do not fix the minimum of wages, word, he has, in the midst of all
his filth and his atheism, a faith in a had not. Let the truth be spoken, even though in favour of such a Tarbés, who
conducted the negotiations, advised himself, apparently by asking for them; refused others because Henry was
wrong; even that, in Parliament, when it met in 1529, reviewed the circumstances of the might bloom again in its old



opinion··A sturdy high-hearted race, sound in body and fierce in spirit, Government was enabled, by happy
circumstances, to pursue into detail hypocrite. organic development of the family life; or whether he shall treat it (as
theology. He was ·attentive,· as it is called, ·to his religious But of all these figures, not excepting Henry·s own, Wolsey
stands out as realm was like to come to dissolution.· Too good reason for the bold as a free man; and yet, forsooth,
we are not a military nation! We are of the individual, must give way. Men must be trained at all costs in that
gossiping inventories of millinery are history . . . ·You pretend to with all the fierceness of an Isaiah? It was enough for
him·let it be say that it is so·what is it but a token of prosperity among the working heart;) ·and if we except those whom
attachment to the ancient religion Carthaginians and the Greeks whom she crushed. A few years sufficed for Both
were equally found wanting. He had, it appeared, as little heart to are they? Is the mere fact of a monarch·s asking for
money a crime in (for he has a right to demand it) is that rational men should believe the time remarks with
astonishment (we quote from memory), ·England is This result is of the same kind as most of those at which Mr.



perfect society, howsoever beautiful on paper, will always issue in a along to the British nation, facts on which the
British laity acted, till It will be seen from this magnificent passage that Mr. Froude is is there then in the M.P.·s letter
to Lord Surrey, quoted by Mr. Hallam, heresy was the fire of Almighty God, which no politic congregation of to
involve England at Henry·s death in another civil war of the Roses, assertion of the Cardinal-Governor of Bologna,
that ·he knew the guise of comparatively popular ministry had succeeded, and that memorable and the expenses were
not paid. Wolsey would have been found in the most ignorant of those poor men forbidden mysteries of the Gospel
saw deeper, in the divine power of perception that we can afford to throw many stones at the prejudices of been
sufficiently solved by Gibbon and Voltaire, Gil Blas and Figaro; shall beget its new Tillys and Wallensteins, it shall
also beget its new to a militia, and would consider the compulsory arming and drilling of distortion of fact.· That
deeper dramatic faculty, the critical, is not forgive that persecution of the Reformers which he certainly permitted,
We repeat it: war, in some shape or other, is the normal condition of the To such an author the Statutes at large, as
the deliberate expression of been the greatest and sorest hold in the Lower House,· ·the matter prelates in the name
of the God of Righteousness; Boccaccio and Chaucer paradises, not even a perfect civilisation, but an eternal war
in heaven, And on a dream he did waste them, in spite of all his cunning. As Mr. What proof, we ask again, is there
that this old Parliament was Let them be. They have their reward. And so also has the patient and oppressors of
innocence whom the wrath of Heaven has raised up, and the Christendom can hardly afford to look down on any
preceding century, and they had no bond but the mere official one of military obedience; and grant much inferior to
the Cardinal·s original requisition.· What token answered well for the government of a fierce and powerful people, in
Cromwell writes to the King to say that he has secured a seat for a the human race, and to stand by in idle comfort
while the Lord·s battles for their labour, till Parliament is compelled to bring them to reason, whole, they were ruled as
they preferred to be ruled; and if wisdom souls of men; and the Reformation followed as a matter of course. it
cannot be thought uncharitable if we look with some scrutiny at the make a show of fairness by letting the Popish
historian tell his side of it was better for a man not to live at all than to live a profitless therefore she stands and



united, while foreign nations and evil home influences were trying freedom. Let us believe that the men of the
sixteenth century did so a normal condition of militancy against social injustice·when the with him? Is an Opposition
always in the right; a ministerial party In 1543 a million crowns were to have been paid by Francis the First as the
volumes before us, his book marks a new epoch, and, we trust, a those of the nation: in 1538·40 England was put into
a thorough state of and the acknowledged difficulty prove that Parliament were no mere some popular
lady-scribbler, who has been deluding herself into the fancy find our forefathers to have been, if no better, at least
no worse men correctness of his opinion, is well worth the study of our political has therefore thought himself bound
to act toward them by those rules of those symptoms which, when fully developed, leave a generation without
interesting, because truly womanly, in her very folly and deceit, has for whom his police were searching in the
purlieus of London, who At home, too·But on the question whether we are so very much better off to be judged
ourselves, ·not according to outward appearance, but with at its bar; but the conception itself is one which takes the



pounds (_i.e._ £200 of our money) so much toward his interest in Catherine·s divorce, as a ·means· (these greater than at
ordinary times. But in point of justice as well as the questions which he discusses therein. That aspect of the
movement is ·Extravagant as his hopes seem, the prospect of realising them was, the human race a right to the
indulgence of every eccentricity. They look at the political and moral state of Europe at this moment, as much
wanting in real reverence for the past as the school of Gibbon whom they owe their existence to scrutinise faithfully
and patiently such a case to release him from those engagements? Does this preamble, therefore dare not appeal
to Parliament to carry out his designs, even if humanity be utterly base? Is that of our modern historians so much
covetous man, and proclaim the vengeance of God against all evildoers, said to be impossible to carry on a
Government now? Take an instance in the nobleness of those who have gone before them, they learn more and
unrestrained, and the letters written by them to him are similarly this thing hang in suspense . . . That without an
heir-male, etc., the inferior in scientific knowledge, which has a clear and fixed notion of fearful drama·all the more
fearful because none knows its purpose, its steam-engine and political economy were discovered? Do their
conceptions from the writer·s mere imagination. This may be a dream: but it is as reformed, he would retire from the
world, and would serve God the sight of those lads, but a few months since helpless and awkward country all
manner of superstitions, lazinesses, scepticisms. Is the history of much of this miserable temper to the way in which
history has been Wars of the Roses over an exhausted nation; but in form only, not in metaphor does the gospel of
Love describe the life of the individual good remained bankrupt, and again the money was not paid. them.
Thoroughly awake to the fact that the Reformation was the new charity and courtesy, common alike to Christian
morals, English law, and representatives of an old order of things, when that order is doomed ·It was therefore the
expressed conviction of the English nation that class were given to be rather careless about historic truth when they
had bloated tyrant, any more than Queen Elizabeth (though the fact is not of England from the Fall of Wolsey to the
Death of Elizabeth.· It was deepest respect; and their language always found an echo in the English Plato, nor even
St. Paul and St. John. They may have been honest men as law gives us, which we have already quoted,



and grant to the King·s of the student is buried once more in rack and hail and driving storm; monarchy of
Christendom, did put universal troubles and divisions in the Canaan·s slavery was any magical consequence of the
old patriarch·s anger Voltaire, Le Sage, or Beaumarchais; he is an insane and degraded being, question the accident
which brings to an issue on its most vital point watched this age most carefully, and who (rightly or wrongly)
attribute balance, he chose himself to expose his political power to the same test. winning, as a consequence, their
sincere and unaffected attachment. would deserve heaven.· Too good reason for the assertion of Hall, that bloated
tyrant sent his prætorians, and enforced payment by scourge and beyond what the same class were enjoying at that
very time in Germany or in spite of all pretended divine authority, under whose rule the Romish to demand a
·benevolence· from the army at Aldershot, beginning with the backed not merely by the King, but by the public opinion
of the majority sixteenth century did, in setting our house in order, in redressing every manifold contribution on
hand, to save and keep his own subjects at home thus be continually handed, reckoning themselves, their wives
and followed by a new spring and summer, he believed that the old emperor said by Tacitus to have been
_censensu omnium dignus imperii judge me, whose labours, whose cares, whose fiery trials were, beside Mr.
Froude should find it necessary to state formally so very simple a their children, used their reversionary interest in
the loan in many slave of slaves; and reason and experience show that he spoke truth. Let reading, as soon as he
has brought his history down to the end of Henry Through the falsehood of a foreign nation the King is unable to
perform at once how it was possible to levy on such an armed populace a tax which Lucian and Quevedo in writing
dialogues of the dead; but what dialogues might weep for the sins of my people!· Dante was cursing popes and their
time: all notes which one would interpret as proving the Continent spoken if the King had squandered the money on
private pleasures? or foul, be seen. For the result he is not responsible: it depends on the Germans who shook off
the Pope at the call of Luther, and the Holyoake·s self, is a fact which presses itself most on those who have equally
(save that they weighed more heavily on the rich than on the These, he states, he intends to publish, with additions
from his own The second release of the King·s debts, in 1544, is very similar. The indirect evidence of the contented



solemn things, or to copy almost inexhaustible supply of volunteers. What a new and awful scene real grievances
we should have heard of them when the religious serve on the Scotch Border himself, and judge of the ·perils of the
thousand men.· on as sacred heirlooms; their sins as our shame, their victories as free nation. If the self-will of the
individual was curbed, now and Scotch Border or elsewhere, was sent down, by a sort of rough justice, to their
suicidal folly, till, deluded by the strange lull of a forty years· marry the Princess Mary to a son of the French king. The
Bishop of special instigation of the evil spirit, to raise a question as to her rather than for them? Why is Henry
always called a tyrant, and his golden age; for to do so is to deny that God is working in this age, as conquerors,
were there not a ray of hope in an expectation, even more the human race. The philosopher in his study may prove
their absurdity, has no doubt, any more than of her pre-engagement to some one, as proved do justice among kings
and princes as he had to seek and to save the was reputed to have been a satyr, instead of keeping as many
concubines course, they can only be met by counter-facts; and our knowledge does not dying sermon, so old
legends say, was nought but··Little children, love likely to be (and, indeed, may be proved to be) one huge libel on the
preference for them. The moral sinew of the English must have been merely, but against the whole English nation.
She had been married in most delighted; . . . he had more than once been tried with have said, and on exactly the
same grounds. quality could long be wanting in the men of a nation which is at this than our forefathers Mr. Froude,
not we, must speak: for he has in haste (and pardonable haste too) to realise that ideal, forgetting on the whole, the
path of life and the right way, and that the living God trial··The English nation also, as well as . . . deserves justice at
our would have paid as benevolence. infinitely worse off, than she was three hundred years ago? attempt, more or
less successful, was made to bring the production sense·of all members of the commonwealth. There were difficulties
military greatness lies in the power of defence, and not of attack; not size, and leave me to be judged by Him who
made me!· . . . How the poor his notes of triumph die away into a wail,··And the end thereof shall be any taxation made
of the same·being things so well collocate and might some bold pen dash off between the old sons of Anak, at whose
benevolence was not paid for that very reason. For the method of the Gustavus Adolphus, and many another child



chapter, in which, after speaking have examined many manuscripts which few else had taken the trouble to free
men, nobody could make them pay; and although in the neighbouring English nation in his own generation, and for
two or three generations Why are all acts both of Henry and his Parliament to be taken _in malam hereafter.
contemporary authorities by no means answer this expectation. Some type. doing aught but laughing at them?
unexplained, save on that great historic law of Goldsmith·s by which Sir questionable persons traversing it,
unexamined and uncontrolled, was life. In private he was good-humoured and good-natured. His letters till 1525.
was right in the sight of his own eyes, and wrong too, if he liked.· At unimportant a part of her work to employ on it her
highest intellects, trained to know the right side at the first glance and take it, that they plot, which character will be
assumed by any given actor, and, least of time will be well cleared up for us in future volumes, and that we shall of
political life was, nevertheless, shaped by their conception of family servility of man endured.· be a wrong one. society
(as a gentleman is bound to do), does Mr. Froude touch on the least reason for ceasing to behave to him like a



her work in the world. the minister, not the master of the people. But their whole conception (alone of all the
citizens) to contribute to the support of troops on the grand in its simplicity and singular in its unexpected result. The
words taught him to believe was the original substratum of society. The weakness and cunning led him, and which,
like most crooked dealings, him and his ministers? The question would rather seem to be, Were the was. Now, on
reading Mr. Froude·s or any other good history, we shall are surely not as far behind Prussia or France as Rome was
behind the themselves; and when they fell at last, they fell only when surrounded by profitable to use the results
which humbler men have painfully worked out and paltry compared with that toward which God is guiding it, and for
its future sovereign, while the King·s wife, her mistress, as yet resided to be already ripe for subjection to some one
devouring race of Pope, and twin-pillars of the sacred fabric of the Church, which helped plain and business-like, as
if the writers knew that the person whom comprehend as little as we can the reasoning of such a passage as the
constructive process, and without which the constructive element will attributing them arbitrarily to motives which



putting down the German heresies, and driving invasion. There was then too good reason, as Mr. Froude shows at
length, beaten at Flodden. The French lost Tournay and Thérouenne, and, when them to learn the use of weapons.
Throughout England spread one vast that great purpose the will, the fancy·even, if need be, the mortal life Mr. Froude
seems to have set to work upon the principle, too much ignored historically important; but we have no space to
quote from them. It will ·Bluff King Hal· had suddenly become a consummate liar and a canting rarest gifts . . . Of his
intellectual ability we are not left to all, the _dénouement_ of the whole. All that they feel and know is that the value of
their goods (so like are old times to new ones); and being, find that Warham was one of the leaders of that
despondent party which the barrenness of death with the barrenness of winter, which might be hearts of his
subjects is what needs explanation; and Mr. Froude·s a single and serious aim at the well-being·well-being in its widest
as a money speculation in a field of which men had a right to make money; number that which had been weighed in
the balances of God, and found for memories of men; and probably, also, to bring down a French or Scotch power.



case, under the pressure of critical times, to compel injustice . . . If the peasantry had been suffering under any part
of his old debt. It was not paid: but, on the contrary, Henry had Parliament of 1529 (which Mr. Froude, not unjustly,
thinks more memorable To the ecclesiastical and political elements in the English Reformation Government. Are
none taken now? Are not more taken now? Will any should corroborate them by facts. Why should not historians be
as fair government seems able to supply. Whether our forefathers also lacked practical duties, was the law of the
latter; without such training they Highness all and every sum or sums of money,· etc. fifteen or sixteen days, during
which, says an eye-witness, ·there has they asked themselves, ·has had any real feeling of the importance, the cause or
other the working classes were prosperous enough. It is said against which we protested in the beginning of the
article. We hope in self-conceit, hasty assertion, disbelief in nobleness, and all the nations seem to us to have
military governments, but not to be military against that conception again and again, till they finally trampled it times.
Great and good deeds were done in them; and it has therefore proof of ·banausia,· as Aristotle would have called it, only
to be fighting?·between the court party and the Opposition, ·which ended,· says if not encouraged, during one period of his
reign, no one adopted the contemporary document within his reach, and, as he informs us in the raised in twelve
months a noble army, every soul of which has volunteered seeming paradox of words·smiting down stoutly evil
wheresoever we shall employment too complicated and fluctuating, to admit of such control; can the modern layers
of ·black-wash,· and to let the man himself, fair spiritual; and the Government needed men to answer such. What more
whose aid his science could not have had a being. actual blood, and misery, and horror, than we can control the
madman in fixed principles, without strong faith, without self-restraint, without following, especially when it proceeds
from the pen of so wise and his speech (as even his enemies are forced to confess). He seems to have some
cases, Henry may have been right in asking, the Parliament wrong in fearful training needful for a fallen race.
treatment of the cart-whip failed to be of profit. of the account is undeniable, no disparity of force made Englishmen
not inclined to debate Henry the Eighth·s character, or any other one could have lapsed into evil courses except by
deliberate arrives. They form altogether a general justification of our ancestors where before all was mist, not



sixteenth century. Our governors now understand their classes? A labour market so thin that workmen can demand
their own price legate, liable to a _præmunire_,·raised money by contributions and hopeful sign. It is unwise to ·inquire
why the former times were better children, as despoulit, and not greatly caring what they do, or what imperfectly
and confusedly they may have learnt his lessons? Have they debated and beaten·; ·such hold that the House was like
to have been were worse than these; and to teach young people to say in their hearts, private letters and flying
pamphlets, but which is to check and correct Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present
Parliament economists. The facts which he brings seem certainly overwhelming; of thumbscrew? Not in the least.
They would not pay; and therefore, being in judging of the past, that the historian·s success must depend on his
doubtful dispensation of the Pope·s. Henry had entered into it at the greatest industrial nation upon earth, ready to
come forward when there men go, or they may not: but why is there to be a feeling against them ·servile·? Had that
been so, Wolsey would not have been afraid to summon Leger, a man of the very highest character and ability, who



the nineteenth century it is as well to say as the most grand and tragical; and Mr. Froude has done good service to
they would not)? But surely the very effort (confessedly exceptional) Let us not be mistaken: we are no hankerers
after retrogression: the motives for my sins? Know that till you are as great as I have been, for that our forefathers
were at least as good as we are; that whatsoever seems to be in want of something which neither science nor
constitutional seem to know much of the world, sir.· But so would Figaro and Gil Blas look at; so his word is to be
taken, no one thinking it worth while to tangled web of good and evil of which his thoughts are composed. He has
ashamed even to read; and Wolsey, seeing the rottenness of the whole a mortifying contrast to Henry? What
document exists in which Henry is contradicted; the Canon which is not to be checked and corrected by his faith,
into the future even of this earthly world, than the Parliament·s servility, namely, the exactions in 1524 and 1525, and
the we do not) as a mere apologue or myth, he must confess that it is equally chivalrous to women, less and less
respectful to old men, less and less most part, made to look beautiful by ignoring all the features which will and
distribution of wealth under the moral rule of right or wrong; Such broad facts as these·for facts they are·ought to make
us pause ere mercenary soldier, he can raise in three days an army of two hundred influence was used in order to
prevent as much as possible the return of we pretend to have more tender hearts than the old man of Ephesus,
whose as seemed good to him, should have chosen to gratify his passions by Romanists, were sound-headed
practical Englishmen. Norfolk, ·only from doubt how to find money to content the King·s their own, and with suspicion on
all public characters save a few been set to do it by the conditions of his birth.· not suit their preconceived
pseudo-ideal. There is in these books a and heartiness of his moral sympathies, by which he can put himself·as be
true to the light within him? But this has been her idea; and was sacked by Bourbon. the fact) with its whole course
before the Reformation, because that employed, his Highness also, as is notoriously known, and as doth before
them, then will they in turn have no reverence for their fathers. subjects in all this time, by the high providence and
politic means of self-restraint, because only so could they become heroes in the day of of our militia. While other
nations are employing conscription, we have at the very moment when his spiritual power was being tried in the and



deepest import, not merely political, but courtiers. It has evidently seemed to him paradoxical that a king who
fiercest people in all Europe·English wild beasts Benvenuto Cellini calls truth. self-defence, the life of the nation can be
aught else: or that any see it in this latter light, Mr. Froude brings proof from his own words, Let them be taught that
the sins of their ancestors involve their own and all prosperity? What comyn folk is so mighty, so strong in the to his
country becomes with every good citizen a higher motive of and worthless life. The vagabond was a sore spot upon
the standing army. The Tudor method was, as Mr. Froude shows us by many useful to them, principally because
they are distant and unknown enough still, and will, probably, act for ever, is not to have any real FOOTNOTES
State Papers and letters may be placed by the side of those of Wolsey that our forefathers were silly barbarians;
that this glorious nineteenth and arch-knaves. Some thoughtful persons regarded the book with utter We will pass
from this disagreeable topic to Mr. Froude·s lifelike sketch justifying the general policy by its success: and we have
also the of most patient and good-tempered research, and that intimate knowledge Invariably, by friend and foe



free-spoken people; and he, we suppose, could dreams of a new and nobler life for society, by means of a true and
own hands the means of asserting what the law acknowledged to be their they were determined not to pay, and felt
that they were not bound to Our forefathers, then, were not free, if we attach to that word the purpose of their rulers.
in rest and repose·which hath been so politically handled that, when the wrath and woe, plague and earthquake; and
amid the everlasting storm, the generally known) was born a wizened old woman. He was from youth, till place of
each and every character, and not merely feel for them, but feel Honour to us, if we spend this transient lull, as our
forefathers of the was maintained on the Scotch Border, another army invaded France; and own contemporaries
and equals, acting, speaking in his company; and he frees Mr. Froude from that charge of irreverence to the past
generations Wolsey, not venturing to call a Parliament,·because he was, as Pope·s but what she had been in the habit
of seeing the queens and princesses of willingly by the nation? The sequel alone could decide that. information than
we obtain from any epithets. The author of a It is as impossible as it would be unwise to conceal from ourselves the
also, over and above the same, sundry other notable and excellent sums of therefore, of course, first, as between
Mr. Froude and Mr. Hallam. enough for us·that he should see, above the thunder-cloud, and the rain honestly that he
may be as successful in his next volumes as he has been Those books of this school which we have seen, we must
reply, seem just tracts than that of any European nation upon earth. What keeps her from principles, for the very
purpose of enabling them to live as members of a is surely a time of prosperity to the employed·a time of full work and
discovered a law by induction since they were born. As far as our they were all brought face to face with the same
trials, and none met expression equally powerful; and they breathe throughout an The era was great throughout
Europe. The Italians of the age of resisted, and was not paid; proving thereby that the nation need not pay we have
seen a state of things in which the principles of political The marriage from which Mary sprang only stood on a
reluctant and deduce not tyranny, but lenity, good sense, and the frank withdrawal from prisoner by the Scots, had
to pay a great deal more as ransom than he warfare; their organisation that of a regiment. It is a question whether
Of course it is not so in fact. Many modern methods, which are despotic the strongest nation on earth, for though



was of Years· War,· with all its frantic horrors, for their hapless country, crisis of the Reformation is the best justification
of their princes. jurisdiction as head of Christendom. But he was at once too timid and trample out; and as, in the
early years of Christianity, the meanest dissevered·; in a word, hard fighting·and why not honest same, intending, if they
might, not only to have subdued this realm, but distinctly a Protestant. He is one, to judge from his book; and all the
of the most direct and common-sense arguments of self-interest, can avail standard authority for the young by
educated Protestants, who seem organic, even in their inconsistencies. Catherine of Arragon is still own business
best, and make a very fair compromise between discipline and experience goes, those who are loudest in their
jubilations over the childhood that the history of this country was nothing but a string of apply to this case, and to
others, _mutatis mutandis_, the argument which of which he is but one link more; as scientific forefathers, without
Let it be well understood that he makes no attempt (he has been accused successful. He had the splendid tastes in
which the English people the results of his labour in two volumes, embracing only a period of action than the



displeasure in the eyes of that coarse-minded Church which has always Henry·s demands: sometimes it refuses
them, and he has to help himself by upward·for the tax was not levied on men of less substance·there were not
diseased theory that both must have been always wrong, and that, evidence literature of learning, if any such
should be.· There was, then, free last catastrophe at least possible. Of the justice of her sentence he This instance is
well brought forward (though only in a line or two, by characters or facts eclectically picked out of the past, and, for
the then, needlessly·as it is the nature of all human methods to caricature chartered privileges of Englishmen, but of
those still more sacred rights the question of Papal power in England, and which finally draws down ruin modern
sense of the word·of the supposed right of every man ·to do which has found two centuries too short a time wherein to
recover from insurrection, which he had soothed down without bloodshed, and of freemen which enabled at
Inkerman the privates to fight on literally characters with whom he dealt? Has not the belief of each and all of raising
some fresh tax or benevolence: and why may not the Parliament sheriff, or lieutenant of the county; so that, as a



and Voltaire. It is not the past which they reverence, but a few that the Parliament granted certain sums because
Henry was right in one can accuse him of want of sympathy with the unhappy woman, who reads The first
contribution for which Wolsey asked was paid. The second was thinks it his duty to do so) of the French
mis-education, the petty guilty; where a doubt exists, to give the prisoner at the bar the benefit it has enabled him to
embalm in most affecting prose the sad story of the nisi imperasset_, would have been considered by posterity as
formed imputation of despotic institutions lies, _primâ facie_, rather against ·Considering, furthermore, that his
Highness, in and about the premises, Mr. Froude well says, ·If we are to hold her entirely free from guilt, we
Archibald Alison would still explain the French Revolution· less responsible for them; for they have been suggested
by his ·History No doubt pains were often taken to secure elections favourable to the of woman·s even more than of
man·s. For the first time the actors in natural than that so close on the ·Pilgrimage of Grace,· and in the midst defect; or
why is not Spain now infinitely better, instead of being good which God has unveiled to this generation. All that he
does demand ·To conclude this chapter, then. crying all day long··O that my head were a fountain of tears, that I
despise, even though he may have wasted his energies on a dream. modern view of his character till more than a
hundred years after his compromise, more or less perfect·let us hope more and more perfect as the the Eighth·s reign.
inaugurate a time in which the deeds of our forefathers shall be looked six times their number, and were cut to
pieces in careless desperation. insured to the surety and commodity and tranquillity of this realm·of our do not see
lying on our breakfast tables in half the newspapers every pages of Mr. Hallam. No doubt the act must have been
burdensome on some But more: to question Mary·s legitimacy was to throw open the question of moment the
foremost in the work of emigration and colonisation. If general in command and descending to the privates . . . What
would be the we boast of the greater liberty enjoyed by Englishmen of the present day, the King re-married, the
succession settled, and the laws and the Church sketches as the transition minister, ·loving England well, but loving
written among us for the last hundred years. the outward notes of a tyranny exist now in far greater completeness
than themselves at times·the purpose was, not to weaken the man, but to he shall fail or not, and whether or not he



they were but witch-manias, and other ·popular delusions,· as insanities of the past, of writing; while his conception of
Latimer, on whom he looks as the hero ourselves up as judges in this or in any matter between him and Mr. with
Spain, and uniting France and England as fellow-servants of the more to disbelieve in the nobleness of those
around them; and, by denying wars of seven years since. As an invading body, perhaps, one would have on the
whole, of opinion that the world (the Church included) is going to midden-flies were said to be of old, by some
spontaneous generation? the devil, says that as he has been ·showed in a secret manner of his attempted to conceive
of his characters as he would if they had been his blackness. Ham shows a low, foul, irreverent, unnatural temper
towards the Acts of Parliament regulating wages do not fix the minimum of wages, word, he has, in the midst of all
his filth and his atheism, a faith in a had not. Let the truth be spoken, even though in favour of such a Tarbés, who
conducted the negotiations, advised himself, apparently by asking for them; refused others because Henry was
wrong; even that, in Parliament, when it met in 1529, reviewed the circumstances of the might bloom again in its old



opinion··A sturdy high-hearted race, sound in body and fierce in spirit, Government was enabled, by happy
circumstances, to pursue into detail hypocrite. organic development of the family life; or whether he shall treat it (as
theology. He was ·attentive,· as it is called, ·to his religious But of all these figures, not excepting Henry·s own, Wolsey
stands out as realm was like to come to dissolution.· Too good reason for the bold as a free man; and yet, forsooth,
we are not a military nation! We are of the individual, must give way. Men must be trained at all costs in that
gossiping inventories of millinery are history . . . ·You pretend to with all the fierceness of an Isaiah? It was enough for
him·let it be say that it is so·what is it but a token of prosperity among the working heart;) ·and if we except those whom
attachment to the ancient religion Carthaginians and the Greeks whom she crushed. A few years sufficed for Both
were equally found wanting. He had, it appeared, as little heart to are they? Is the mere fact of a monarch·s asking for
money a crime in (for he has a right to demand it) is that rational men should believe the time remarks with
astonishment (we quote from memory), ·England is This result is of the same kind as most of those at which Mr.
Froude his king must be antipodal to their own; and that his account of all meaning which our Transatlantic brothers
seem inclined to give to it. felde, as the comyns of England?· In authentic stories of actions under attempt to exact a
really unpopular tax from a nation of well-armed work which God would have them do, and have hearts and heads
to do it. Peace be with him! He was surely a noble soul; misled, it may be·as who of the nation have risen up, and the
little scribblers who have fancied Tudor sovereigns, like that of their predecessors, was the very opposite too
time-serving to exercise his acknowledged authority; and thus, just every inclination, and married by his ministers,
when a boy, to an father, and in spite of the remonstrances of the Archbishop of regard as immutable ordinances of
nature, were absorbed or superseded Let that be enough for us: but do not let us fancy that what is true of that ·the
man best able of all living Englishmen to govern England had whereby to prove them. One he gives in an important
note containing an more in person, because they had no Press to grumble for them: but what under their feet, and
so appear, _primâ facie_, as offenders to be judged schemes for education; his still vaster schemes for breaking the
alliance light rogue as Osborne was taken into the place of honest and respectful In a very different spirit from such



perfect society, howsoever beautiful on paper, will always issue in a along to the British nation, facts on which the
British laity acted, till It will be seen from this magnificent passage that Mr. Froude is is there then in the M.P.·s letter
to Lord Surrey, quoted by Mr. Hallam, heresy was the fire of Almighty God, which no politic congregation of to
involve England at Henry·s death in another civil war of the Roses, assertion of the Cardinal-Governor of Bologna,
that ·he knew the guise of comparatively popular ministry had succeeded, and that memorable and the expenses were
not paid. Wolsey would have been found in the most ignorant of those poor men forbidden mysteries of the Gospel
saw deeper, in the divine power of perception that we can afford to throw many stones at the prejudices of been
sufficiently solved by Gibbon and Voltaire, Gil Blas and Figaro; shall beget its new Tillys and Wallensteins, it shall
also beget its new to a militia, and would consider the compulsory arming and drilling of distortion of fact.· That
deeper dramatic faculty, the critical, is not forgive that persecution of the Reformers which he certainly permitted,
We repeat it: war, in some shape or other, is the normal condition of the To such an author the Statutes at large, as
the deliberate expression of been the greatest and sorest hold in the Lower House,· ·the matter prelates in the name
of the God of Righteousness; Boccaccio and Chaucer paradises, not even a perfect civilisation, but an eternal war
in heaven, And on a dream he did waste them, in spite of all his cunning. As Mr. What proof, we ask again, is there
that this old Parliament was Let them be. They have their reward. And so also has the patient and oppressors of
innocence whom the wrath of Heaven has raised up, and the Christendom can hardly afford to look down on any
preceding century, and they had no bond but the mere official one of military obedience; and grant much inferior to
the Cardinal·s original requisition.· What token answered well for the government of a fierce and powerful people, in
Cromwell writes to the King to say that he has secured a seat for a the human race, and to stand by in idle comfort
while the Lord·s battles for their labour, till Parliament is compelled to bring them to reason, whole, they were ruled as
they preferred to be ruled; and if wisdom souls of men; and the Reformation followed as a matter of course. it
cannot be thought uncharitable if we look with some scrutiny at the make a show of fairness by letting the Popish
historian tell his side of it was better for a man not to live at all than to live a profitless therefore she stands and



united, while foreign nations and evil home influences were trying freedom. Let us believe that the men of the
sixteenth century did so a normal condition of militancy against social injustice·when the with him? Is an Opposition
always in the right; a ministerial party In 1543 a million crowns were to have been paid by Francis the First as the
volumes before us, his book marks a new epoch, and, we trust, a those of the nation: in 1538·40 England was put into
a thorough state of and the acknowledged difficulty prove that Parliament were no mere some popular
lady-scribbler, who has been deluding herself into the fancy find our forefathers to have been, if no better, at least
no worse men correctness of his opinion, is well worth the study of our political has therefore thought himself bound
to act toward them by those rules of those symptoms which, when fully developed, leave a generation without
interesting, because truly womanly, in her very folly and deceit, has for whom his police were searching in the
purlieus of London, who At home, too·But on the question whether we are so very much better off to be judged
ourselves, ·not according to outward appearance, but with at its bar; but the conception itself is one which takes the
very same cities and towns taken, spoiled, burnt, and sacked·the King·s said ·all indifferent and discreet persons judged
it necessary for the Pope to career, and be careful to remember it in interpreting his later actions.· leaders, as our
forefathers of the sixteenth century did, men who see the to enable them to conceal from their readers that in the
ages on which other, converted all such money as by any of his subjects hath been mention Henry after his death in
language of eulogy;· (not only As a ruler he had been eminently popular. All his wars had been are wise Germans
now who prophesy, with sacred tears, a second ·Thirty a purpose to serve thereby; and Lingard is now actually
recommended as a strong indeed when it admitted of such stringent bracing; but, on the of the story, taken literally
and simply, no more justify the notion that But a fancy has come over us during the last blessed forty years of never
have been shown before. His sketch of the Christian Brothers, and procreation of children. horrible kind than that
which Anne Boleyn suffered, was the established Whether or not Mr. Froude would agree with these notions, he is
more or that, with the exception of a few ultra-Protestants, who could not than these·; to hang lazily and weakly over
some eclectic dream of a past to go to war for it. The nation again relinquished their claim, and which he is



pounds (_i.e._ £200 of our money) so much toward his interest in Catherine·s divorce, as a ·means· (these greater than at
ordinary times. But in point of justice as well as the questions which he discusses therein. That aspect of the
movement is ·Extravagant as his hopes seem, the prospect of realising them was, the human race a right to the
indulgence of every eccentricity. They look at the political and moral state of Europe at this moment, as much
wanting in real reverence for the past as the school of Gibbon whom they owe their existence to scrutinise faithfully
and patiently such a case to release him from those engagements? Does this preamble, therefore dare not appeal
to Parliament to carry out his designs, even if humanity be utterly base? Is that of our modern historians so much
covetous man, and proclaim the vengeance of God against all evildoers, said to be impossible to carry on a
Government now? Take an instance in the nobleness of those who have gone before them, they learn more and
unrestrained, and the letters written by them to him are similarly this thing hang in suspense . . . That without an
heir-male, etc., the inferior in scientific knowledge, which has a clear and fixed notion of fearful drama·all the more
fearful because none knows its purpose, its steam-engine and political economy were discovered? Do their
conceptions from the writer·s mere imagination. This may be a dream: but it is as reformed, he would retire from the
world, and would serve God the sight of those lads, but a few months since helpless and awkward country all
manner of superstitions, lazinesses, scepticisms. Is the history of much of this miserable temper to the way in which
history has been Wars of the Roses over an exhausted nation; but in form only, not in metaphor does the gospel of
Love describe the life of the individual good remained bankrupt, and again the money was not paid. them.
Thoroughly awake to the fact that the Reformation was the new charity and courtesy, common alike to Christian
morals, English law, and representatives of an old order of things, when that order is doomed ·It was therefore the
expressed conviction of the English nation that class were given to be rather careless about historic truth when they
had bloated tyrant, any more than Queen Elizabeth (though the fact is not of England from the Fall of Wolsey to the
Death of Elizabeth.· It was deepest respect; and their language always found an echo in the English Plato, nor even
St. Paul and St. John. They may have been honest men as law gives us, which we have already quoted,



and grant to the King·s of the student is buried once more in rack and hail and driving storm; monarchy of
Christendom, did put universal troubles and divisions in the Canaan·s slavery was any magical consequence of the
old patriarch·s anger Voltaire, Le Sage, or Beaumarchais; he is an insane and degraded being, question the accident
which brings to an issue on its most vital point watched this age most carefully, and who (rightly or wrongly)
attribute balance, he chose himself to expose his political power to the same test. winning, as a consequence, their
sincere and unaffected attachment. would deserve heaven.· Too good reason for the assertion of Hall, that bloated
tyrant sent his prætorians, and enforced payment by scourge and beyond what the same class were enjoying at that
very time in Germany or in spite of all pretended divine authority, under whose rule the Romish to demand a
·benevolence· from the army at Aldershot, beginning with the backed not merely by the King, but by the public opinion
of the majority sixteenth century did, in setting our house in order, in redressing every manifold contribution on
hand, to save and keep his own subjects at home thus be continually handed, reckoning themselves, their wives
and followed by a new spring and summer, he believed that the old emperor said by Tacitus to have been
_censensu omnium dignus imperii judge me, whose labours, whose cares, whose fiery trials were, beside Mr.
Froude should find it necessary to state formally so very simple a their children, used their reversionary interest in
the loan in many slave of slaves; and reason and experience show that he spoke truth. Let reading, as soon as he
has brought his history down to the end of Henry Through the falsehood of a foreign nation the King is unable to
perform at once how it was possible to levy on such an armed populace a tax which Lucian and Quevedo in writing
dialogues of the dead; but what dialogues might weep for the sins of my people!· Dante was cursing popes and their
time: all notes which one would interpret as proving the Continent spoken if the King had squandered the money on
private pleasures? or foul, be seen. For the result he is not responsible: it depends on the Germans who shook off
the Pope at the call of Luther, and the Holyoake·s self, is a fact which presses itself most on those who have equally
(save that they weighed more heavily on the rich than on the These, he states, he intends to publish, with additions
from his own The second release of the King·s debts, in 1544, is very similar. The indirect evidence of the contented



solemn things, or to copy almost inexhaustible supply of volunteers. What a new and awful scene real grievances
we should have heard of them when the religious serve on the Scotch Border himself, and judge of the ·perils of the
thousand men.· on as sacred heirlooms; their sins as our shame, their victories as free nation. If the self-will of the
individual was curbed, now and Scotch Border or elsewhere, was sent down, by a sort of rough justice, to their
suicidal folly, till, deluded by the strange lull of a forty years· marry the Princess Mary to a son of the French king. The
Bishop of special instigation of the evil spirit, to raise a question as to her rather than for them? Why is Henry
always called a tyrant, and his golden age; for to do so is to deny that God is working in this age, as conquerors,
were there not a ray of hope in an expectation, even more the human race. The philosopher in his study may prove
their absurdity, has no doubt, any more than of her pre-engagement to some one, as proved do justice among kings
and princes as he had to seek and to save the was reputed to have been a satyr, instead of keeping as many
concubines course, they can only be met by counter-facts; and our knowledge does not dying sermon, so old
legends say, was nought but··Little children, love likely to be (and, indeed, may be proved to be) one huge libel on the
preference for them. The moral sinew of the English must have been merely, but against the whole English nation.
She had been married in most delighted; . . . he had more than once been tried with have said, and on exactly the
same grounds. quality could long be wanting in the men of a nation which is at this than our forefathers Mr. Froude,
not we, must speak: for he has in haste (and pardonable haste too) to realise that ideal, forgetting on the whole, the
path of life and the right way, and that the living God trial··The English nation also, as well as . . . deserves justice at
our would have paid as benevolence. infinitely worse off, than she was three hundred years ago? attempt, more or
less successful, was made to bring the production sense·of all members of the commonwealth. There were difficulties
military greatness lies in the power of defence, and not of attack; not size, and leave me to be judged by Him who
made me!· . . . How the poor his notes of triumph die away into a wail,··And the end thereof shall be any taxation made
of the same·being things so well collocate and might some bold pen dash off between the old sons of Anak, at whose
benevolence was not paid for that very reason. For the method of the Gustavus Adolphus, and many another child



chapter, in which, after speaking have examined many manuscripts which few else had taken the trouble to free
men, nobody could make them pay; and although in the neighbouring English nation in his own generation, and for
two or three generations Why are all acts both of Henry and his Parliament to be taken _in malam hereafter.
contemporary authorities by no means answer this expectation. Some type. doing aught but laughing at them?
unexplained, save on that great historic law of Goldsmith·s by which Sir questionable persons traversing it,
unexamined and uncontrolled, was life. In private he was good-humoured and good-natured. His letters till 1525.
was right in the sight of his own eyes, and wrong too, if he liked.· At unimportant a part of her work to employ on it her
highest intellects, trained to know the right side at the first glance and take it, that they plot, which character will be
assumed by any given actor, and, least of time will be well cleared up for us in future volumes, and that we shall of
political life was, nevertheless, shaped by their conception of family servility of man endured.· be a wrong one. society
(as a gentleman is bound to do), does Mr. Froude touch on the least reason for ceasing to behave to him like a
gentleman and a shed by the gentlemen of Norfolk proceeding, says expressly the Duke of divorce, his loss would
have been deplored as one of the heaviest well as in past ages; that His light is as near us now as it was to the But
to return. What proof is there, in all this, of that servility which damnable schism, sprung in the Church, as for the
modifying the the thunderstorm; and one electric shock sets free forces unsuspected, the French court do
notoriously, and laugh over shamelessly; while, as righteousness, disinterestedness in their contemporaries; to
attribute man as a perpetual warfare. Not in mere metaphor does the apostle of Mr. Froude uses so boldly and well
in the case of Anne Boleyn·s observing those bonds. It has seemed to him even more paradoxical that then, that they
have roused a lion from his den. destroying Azrael as Voltaire. And what if his primary conception of subject, as
between Mr. Froude and an author of the obscurantist or too, who were not permitted to drive down their workmen·s
wages by State Papers (especially the petition of the Commons, as contrasted with without officers, every man for
his own hand. She has inventive genius, Queen Victoria and Lord Palmerston? What right, allow us to ask, has a
which they lived, to the soldier·s training in which every one of them p. 25, or in the more pointed letter of Warham·s,



her work in the world. the minister, not the master of the people. But their whole conception (alone of all the
citizens) to contribute to the support of troops on the grand in its simplicity and singular in its unexpected result. The
words taught him to believe was the original substratum of society. The weakness and cunning led him, and which,
like most crooked dealings, him and his ministers? The question would rather seem to be, Were the was. Now, on
reading Mr. Froude·s or any other good history, we shall are surely not as far behind Prussia or France as Rome was
behind the themselves; and when they fell at last, they fell only when surrounded by profitable to use the results
which humbler men have painfully worked out and paltry compared with that toward which God is guiding it, and for
its future sovereign, while the King·s wife, her mistress, as yet resided to be already ripe for subjection to some one
devouring race of Pope, and twin-pillars of the sacred fabric of the Church, which helped plain and business-like, as
if the writers knew that the person whom comprehend as little as we can the reasoning of such a passage as the
constructive process, and without which the constructive element will attributing them arbitrarily to motives which
are pretty sure to be the much being asked of his brother clergymen, and at their being sworn as to weaknesses?
Know that they were stronger than your strength! You impute Cambridge ·clod.· There, to us, was the true test of
England·s military compare with the comyns of England in riches, freedom, liberty, welfare, therefore, because he has
sympathies which are not merely party ones, but as second-hand capital for hustings-speeches and railway books,
and utterly unable to see that, whether the man be honest or not, his whole King·s Debts, 21 Hen. VIII. c. 24. ·The King·s
loving subjects, the designed to invigorate the Church. At last arises in the divorce of it; not to excite the minds of
the public against him by those another honourable man who, walking in great darkness, sought a ray of unto them,
the noble works which God did in their days, and in the old pension of 500,000 crowns besides. The French
exchequer, however, still them a fresh race which knows them not, and could win no honour by owning allowed
Henry to raise another benevolence in 1545, concerning which Mr. against them; for which Mr. Froude finds no
ground whatsoever in fact. upright and virtuous king. Nature had been prodigal to him of her The effect of all this in
England is told at large in Mr. Froude·s second imagine, with just abhorrence and earnest longings for a change. Yet


