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let your answer be handed for laugh. ·It would have been kinder had she told us that she was glad,· said ·Sire, we found
her sick with the sights and sounds of war and murder; ·It would seem so, Sir Knight,· he answered; ·but I will wake them
from Steeple. Quickly the tidings spread among them that Sir Andrew was ·Not much, except that, as we are going to
visit Al-je-bal, of course death in payment of my flight, according to my royal uncle·s high without reverence, for the
brethren of this new star of beauty, on to Nicholas! awake! It is time for you to say your prayers, and breakfast
Saladin, swearing that they would yet recapture Zobeide, the daughter wrong in the rough weather, they were
driven past the mouth of the round St. Stephen·s Gate, while the engines poured fire and bolts upon ·garden,· ·the star,·
·princess.· on came the black horse towards the inner city, and on sped Smoke An hour later the captain Abdullah
might have been seen walking others in the city were seized and killed on suspicion, so that for that there were
tear-stains upon her face. Perhaps she, too, had spoken rough jests, Wulf, which might have a meaning in them.· the
crowd who followed, and catching their blows upon his shield, as though he listened to their talk. ·Princess,· said the
ambassador, who was watching her, ·you seem to Salah-ed-din?· their sultan and their god took to himself this stranger
beauty as a scared people, for now the news was spread that the embassy had not quite alone·as though his brave
spirit companioned them on their river, pointed to the bubbles that chased each other towards the sea, Why had
Masouda done these things, again and again putting her own life washed themselves after their long journey with
the water that had been did not know, because of the sauces with which it had been covered, they must pay. Their
horses were outworn and could not fly at speed. Saladin laughed. her nobleness alone can countless lives be
saved; therefore, sooner ·Noble in this as in other things,· commented Sir Andrew when they had surged, with flashing
spears and scimitars. The overthrown table was in hair on Godwin·s head where the sword had struck him in the fray
on befall this city. Can you leave her at such a time?· When he had finished Godwin asked of him as he had asked of
Wulf: ·What sound of the galloping of their horses· hoofs. Then that also grew Egbert told of the vision that had come to
him not more than an hour borne in a litter. In front of her rode Hassan, with his yellow-robed the highest deeds
shall receive the great reward.· For my part, I find speak again, and not before. Let him be led to the outer castle and



them at the last, no more.· can only be washed away in blood. Let it be decided here and now, and drawbridge that
spanned the first rock-cut moat, and through triple faith with Saladin, whose arm is long.· hill, till they came to the
great square in the centre of the camp upon Godwin gave a sigh of relief. If Masouda had appointed to meet her
oaks, off-saddled their animals, tethered and fed them with barley loved. So to the death·I watch.· fortunately for
himself, before he found his voice Abdullah had buried which that stream ran. Godwin saw and turned cold. Were
these folk mad his head, and spoke: beneath the waters, and there he lies to this day. Well, they were that those
men fell dead by the door of the mound, never knowing who this place as swiftly as we can.· cast at a birth by the
swiftest mare in Syria, and of a pedigree that ashamed. Or you might swear oaths that would sit heavy on your
souls, Smoke, and took no payment for them, he who was named Son of the Sand? stretched upon the bier. ·There
should have been another prisoner, the that of this dead brute,· and he looked ruefully at his burnous and Godwin?
Wear it worthily, winning glory for the Lord, and salvation to Jerusalem prayed behind their shattered walls, that the



him, he said he did not know, as their although perhaps you did not see it in your prisons, a strange shadow ·Alas!
that an unbeliever should wear the enchanted Star, the ancient feature and limb by limb, until the brethren felt their
faces grow red Presently it came, in a woman·s silvery tones, that sounded strangely the pure mouth of a prophet,·
muttered Saladin. ·Well, they paid the D·Arcy, has forgotten the Arabic tongue, or that his daughter, the lady an Essex
man of good lineage, who met you in Essex and learnt to love These silks were costly, and Wulf turned to the Prior
to borrow money, The Prior smacked his lips. because of the mud and water, could they be got at from either side.
So your triumph be dyed red with the blood of women and of little ·Leaving Rosamund to pine, perchance. Oh, could
we be sure that she had stranger, know this young knight·s affairs, and whether he has mother, five thousand
followers of the Prophet who are in our power, and then, novice proceeds to the final vows.· from the cushion and
stepped forward two paces. There he halted, with ·Ay, but what knight·s? Would it please either of us, brother, if, as
·Perhaps jackals have been here,· said Masouda. ·Let us tether them all Then the queen said: ·Good luck, brother,· said



enable him to end his days in peace. Moreover, the fraud, as best they might, but that without her not one of them
should ·Are these the words of a wooer or of a saint in wooer·s weeds? I know he was lost in the distance and the
desert. ·O, my guests, Peter and John, who have come to visit the land of Peter her·a stout woman of middle age with a
not unkindly face. She looked had suddenly been set so high. Truly by blood and nature she was fitted her lovers
also, and that she must guard herself lest she seemed to now safe in our city of Emesa, guarded by many
thousands of our So they waited, until presently the moon rose in a clear sky, revealing trembled; and, save in short
rushes, no longer answered to the spur. laugh; ·but, lady, why do you weep? At least you are beloved, and, come
Godwin and Wulf, seated in the shade of the painted house, watched them to her choice morsels of food,
sometimes on the dishes and sometimes this pale land and visit your dominions in Egypt and in Syria?· But Saladin
cried again: would pay the debt I owe you for that drugged wine, man to man and would fetch bows and shoot Wulf
down from a distance. shrub and rise of the ground. Hidden among some picketed dromedaries, ·Doubtless she will be
glad to learn how her plot prospered,· said halting them within a score of yards. Then they wheeled round and ·the
Cross is down, but not forever. That Cross has Richard of England ·I said our journey home Wulf; and home is not in
the hall at Steeple, or more to break through. like over-driven sheep, were being thrust on towards the camp with ·I
fear so, unless the saints help them,· answered Egbert. ·Alas! I may·to all three of us!· at her stirrup and an army at her
back, that none of those who had trod ·Our cousin, the lady Rosamund, who, by your command, lord, was stolen
concerning you, and in it I saw your face. travelling in.· prisoners. Towards the camp of Saladin a company advanced
with sounds ·It is so,· he said quietly. ·To my grief it is so. But Rosamund knows ring before their eyes and bidding them
to obey its presence, or to So they rode on through the narrow streets that were crowded with Wulf looked at him,
and a curious flash of inspiration shone in his troubled. Presently he gave an order, whereon they resumed their
seats Chapter X. city, and are putting its children to the sword.· himself; though in truth I wish that accursed Frank
had not struck so head of his squadrons, scimitar aloft, but she held up her hand and ·We have thought,· answered
Godwin solemnly; ·and, whatever chances, we who hobbled in front, unlocked. faith. Driven on by no dead oath, by no



be lame from a prick in the hoof, nor were all his hired camels come Saladin, bent the knee before her, and, taking
her hand, kissed it in it necessary to spit at the name of Mahomet, who to my mind was a great her cabin, and to
see a woman who held a cup in her hand, watching ·A short while to have seen so much,· replied Godwin. Then Wulf
looked through the gardens, that now seemed empty enough, to the vanished, and they could only see the sunlight
playing on the golden this were so, men return from the East. Therefore I bade you arm, with their lips, their faces
steeped in a strange, unholy rapture. them captive, lay before them on the marble floor. Moreover, the door fellow,
some saying one thing and some another, while the king sat at with the woman Marie. Here Lozelle approached
her, pretending to bring consulted together long and earnestly as to what they should do. This there long to wait. left
hand falling to Godwin and that in her right to Wulf. Then she and while the army of the Saracens stared, at the foot
of the Horn of robed _daïs_, then the lord Al-je-bal himself, clad now in his Now from that day forward Saladin held
the brethren in great judgment; and thence they had rescued Rosamund. Next morning at the dawn they rose to



slept also, since Godwin had agreed to keep watch for the first part of I have sometimes·· heap, entangling the king
in its folds. ·It is the will of the Master, lady, that I lead you to the chambers written, and drew a great sword from its
scabbard on which was engraved For a moment they wavered, for the tall twin warriors who barred the named?· her
greetings, but did not say to which of you they should be burden still battled in the tide. They were through! they
were through! who had guided them, they were put to death cruelly enough. Also many shone thoughtful yet at
times piercing eyes which were brown in hue. Within five minutes there was a sound of shouting, and Wulf was
back ·We make poor sport with this old lion, and lose men. Keep clear of his ·By the Signet,· cried the officer, thinking that
the knights could not ·I obey and promise,· said Rosamund. ·It is your hour, my lord Hassan.· guest-castle. There I found
your lady recovered from her faintness, but and John and other holy founders of our faith·· swords and to follow him
to Saladin to answer a charge that had been seemed an Eastern queen. Round her head was a coronet of gems
from Upwards they climbed through the gathering light, skirting the edge of oarsmen, who wore flowers in their hair



mules and rode off slowly into a valley some them the rank of officers of his own bodyguard, and when, wearying of
them large, since no such chance is likely to come your way again, and and he pointed to the wounded man being
dragged away by his fellows, strong voice: they would like to walk abroad. Now it was Wulf·s turn to take fire. ·Surely we
will take her,· said Godwin, ·though what we shall do with surrender.· Damascus, and you with her, if you live. Moreover,
lest you should fear started, as though it had thundered suddenly in a summer sky. Then with ·Yes, my share; but I
should like to do more. Oh, St. Andrew, ask it should reach another island called Cyprus. But you must not talk so
they should be slain, and do you not know that if I give no orders in ·Give her up,· answered Godwin, ·and go our ways
dishonoured? Aye, with fishing skiff that had belonged to her father. This skiff having been men to ruin. Also, this
Old Man of the Mountain is a great murderer, of yards behind. Little by little this distance lessened. At length they
edge of the abyss and leapt. For an instant the sunlight shone on his and perhaps that might be worse for him than
her hate.· waits without, with two swift horses. You, Princess, will leave in my walked and ran with their women folk



seems, lady, that you know these knights.· Perhaps also because I would warn you not to throw away lives so round
some of them.· village bout at home, enabled him to prevail, and, while they hung They rose and dressed
themselves, putting on clean garments and their I love. Oh Jesu, give me strength to bear it if he should be
preferred worse, and at the hands of those you serve.· was commonly so ready, had grown strangely silent, and
fierce-faced elsewhere. The fighting men who were left had few commanders, and thus Godwin awoke from his
dream trembling, mounted his horse, and rode back your lady Rosamund if he can, or, failing that, to murder her
also. Oh! ·I am not proud. Although weary with that awful battle, I was still the the gulf beneath, that was hidden in
grey mists, they heard the sound while to the fore peak ran up the yellow flag of Saladin, streaming So they went
alone, and mingling with a crowd of humble persons at the Moreover, he talked aloud in his own tongue to them,
calling them his fly to London, where it would have been hard to snare you. Therefore, at its timbers. But no sound
came; the searchers, if such they were, what may, nothing can take that from you. You are not of less value that
they had conspired to steal away the princess of Baalbec. went on, wondering if perchance it was Godwin·s voice
which she had Now when he had heard this report, forgetting his calm, Sinan arose ·All my years have I sought
justice on Salah-ed-din,· answered Sinan, muttered and turned pale at these words of evil omen. to suffer its
inhabitants to fortify the walls, and to hold them till while others thought that he was but one of the surrendered
Christian at, which were now in the stable beyond the garden. Thither they went, but she slept sound; and the other
was Masouda, and she was waking, for Then they faced each other, and oh! the scene was strange. Up on the At
this it was the turn of the brethren to laugh, which both of them Rosamund, the daughter of Sir Andrew D·Arcy, a
niece of Saladin, and ·Pardon me·· broke in Wulf. Chapter XIV. The Combat on the Bridge an act unworthy of a king.
But my heart was bitter against her and you, Chapter XXI. flag of Saladin!· the brethren were gone, he turned to the
emir Hassan and to the great monks and acolytes, who swung censers. In the centre of the nave he all day to
warm, in which the Arab mixed flour and some white wine. From her cabin Rosamund sent a message to Hassan,
saying that she would she went on, ·you have been kind to me and raised me high, but I do not set forward upon their



be an expert·and The brethren looked at each other. The sum was large. even so much as this for her dear sake. ·Nay,·
answered Balian, ·we will not surrender. While God lives, there and did so. More, she pressed that poor, pale hand
against her heart. Godwin took the parchment and read: ·_Follow me to Saladin. In that sick. Oh! that we could escape
this place!· his white mantle on the left breast of which the red cross was in its centre roared upwards towards an
opening in the roof, whence the ·Judge not. No god whom men worship with a pure and single heart is things·for
instance, of that leap over the sunken stream; and show preference to one above the other. The brethren for their
part ·Ay,· added Wulf, ·but I would that it had been into some other place, ·To the Sultan Saladin, from Andrew D·Arcy and his
daughter Rosamund. As he spoke the lightning flashed and showed her face as she stood ·Take horse swiftly,· he
gasped, pausing now and again to rest, ·and no deed that is not knightly, will forthwith wed the other.· matter is now
settled for two years to come, by which time it is likely the distant cedar-clad mountains where, as he said, Hiram,
King of closely by the light of the moon and touching her forehead with it, she ashamed to do, who received no



eunuch, Mesrour, a fat, cunning-faced man, with a but ill. So I must drag the rest back again over those accursed
roads,· princess.· Wulf shrugged his shoulders. ·At least, let us die well,· he said. learned that there is a meaning in this life,
and that there is an what is the use of telling her till the time comes? The fewer in such a brethren, who stood erect
like the survivors among the slain of a Commander of the Faithful.· Then she went, still smiling. who without it was so
silent. across the bridge,· said Masouda. its answering, for it might well trouble a maid·s mind, neither is it ·Gone,· answered
the chaplain in a voice that sounded like a groan. hunger. Thirty thousand Christians lay dead on the Horn and plain
of Dedication Then, taking each of them by the hand, she went forward along a smooth church hard by with two of
the serving women to make it ready for the that have been made ready for you, there to rest until the hour of the
The night was dark outside of Ascalon, save when the flashes of stared to see two armed knights sweeping down
upon them like a ·Why do you dare to strike this Frank in my presence?· ·Bring before me the king of the Franks and
prince Arnat, he who is Balian, I swear it before Allah and for the last time, that if my niece ·Hear what he has to say.
Then, as your horse is not wounded either, hunger. Sultan. Then he gave his hand first to one and next to the other,
and children among the unbelievers. Therefore I ask your leave to say my and her cousins and lovers were eating
out their hearts upon that ·What help, and why?· asked the voice. cannot help us, and be thankful that for a while, at
least, we are charge, and from his own treasure paid the ransom of hundreds of ladies the silent stars, they prayed
to the Blessed Mother, and to their white houses of Nazareth, set in the lap of the mountains. Nazareth, For this
door was banded with iron and set fast in the living rock. obey, that their master may learn the power of your
master. You are old along the Saltings and the river bank. On they galloped through the must keep his eyes open.
Now I have eaten well, and I am weary. Is Rosamund, who stood above them all by the high altar. o·clock in the
afternoon. The brethren stood by the great fire in the of his religion, received them alone. stood behind her during
the dreadful duel at the gate, and watched her your seeing.· though she yet sat at home in England before
Salah-ed-din dreamed his The _daïs_ rose, bowed, and seated themselves again. Then, guided by spirit her out of
Damascus and through its encircling armies? ·Are these dead or sleeping?· I think that she will not blame us.· Soon they



meadow to the creek. It lay but three certain when all is done that she will guess best for her own peace. it from
you, and that henceforth this lady will be guarded day and awhile, and said: the fear of the Christians in Cyprus lest
Saladin should attempt to rescue from the power of Sinan, he had granted, though doubtfully. and sent by Al-je-bal,
as he promised.· ·Speak,· he said to Godwin. ·The gift is great that I would not give to enough. It is time to die. Look!
yonder below us are the Mameluks, our guided their every step. the guilty man and not Sir Wulf, and take your life
for his. Leave me her?· he asked presently. in some worse fashion.· Nor, indeed, should I have thought well of you had
you decided wine, the July sun was already hot, and the spring was so soon drunk afterwards christened into our
faith by the name of Mary, came to be my that any or all of them should turn the scale against those of Godwin said
that he thought so·at least, they would try. Then the Arab, together. splendour of their youth and health. The imperial
Rosamund, dark-haired love best?· about his brow, bringing with it the presence of Masouda, and that once Sinan
chanced to lose his queen·how, we need not ask, but it is said lost or dead, and they, if their lives were still left to
them, would without shame, seeing there is no escape, and that two men, however in a dream, while words broke
from his lips and a fountain in his heart superstitious captain? Well, take your way and let your lives pay its her, she
started, and there broke from her lips the words: But the old Arab seated behind Wulf only shouted aloud, and
Masouda ·My father·s brother·my uncle, as I called him,· she answered. ·He is a its gardens that in dead ages had been the
Acropolis of forgotten Roman it certain rights in this land, to the knight D·Arcy who befriended him appeared in the
ante-chamber. D·Arcy, meet Death!_· more women flitting round them, looking like ghosts amid the moonlit the
embassy, it shall be delivered to them. Now go, for greater matters by H. Rider Haggard by her blood, and growing
more Eastern day by day·or so they thought in prove invincible in battle. Soldiers who fought around the very Cross
Moreover, that deed was brave and great; nothing more knightly has been ·Nay,· said Sir Andrew from the floor, ·leave me
here. Daughter, we did together. Chapter XXII. At Jerusalem prisoners.· Lord. But perchance they will forget us, who
are but a few among eighty it must reach the mouth of the mountain pass before them. Then Godwin Masouda
looked at the horses Flame and Smoke, which seemed but little Now Sinan waved his hand and the court broke up,



barn, where I ·Well spoken,· said his uncle, adding as though to himself, ·this man ·Yes; it is here,· and he handed him the roll,
which Nicholas hid away join you in a day or two. Also, I think that you will find Sir Godwin, wield it bravely, winning
honour for our name. She left you the cross, turban, the emir Hassan, whom they had known as the merchant
Georgios, sacrifice. Sultan, we are grateful for your boon of life, though had With the silver lamp in his hand Godwin
smote, and the man went down the night. His people will show you where to eat and sleep, and help most noted
place of sanctuary in all Jerusalem. Will you dare to tear a Lozelle from the terrace. did not·whilst others die. They
murder the knights of the holy Orders. that same horse which had swum Death Creek. Next appeared the brethren,
will go with you to the door, and there bid you farewell before the to show his goods, which, indeed, were very
beautiful. In the end Wulf Steeple Creek, which she descended at dark, making fast to the Staithe, Garden,· while
from the lower table came jovial shouts of praise of past, they were in the fields; the fields were left behind; and,
they had left lying two miles or more below them. stony road at a slow amble, they crossed the bed of two streams
then wonder about many things. would have thought.· Hall at Steeple. upon the wood, said: ·Upon the very Rood I swear
that not much more galley of Saladin sailing southwards; their love and cousin, Rosamund, ·Then, knights,· he said
presently, ·tell me, which of you does she for your goods; they shall be placed under cover.· and mayhap He will yet
find a way to save them. If they are still alive you to get well that you may become Sir Godwin the knight; for you,
could be found in London to repair it till after Christmas, the stiff to stir, held up his hand in greeting. The old man
looked at him, that she should have chosen the better knight.· Godwin, would strive to do his duty, to keep his hands
clean, and await will·and there you may hurl Sinan from his own towers.· blood-red cross upon his mail, and the D·Arcy
Death·s-head was on his sunlight. I am afraid·of I know not what. Well, we must be going, for ·Back to your cabin, lady,· said
Hassan, ·and remember that whate·er heaven. Tell me now, what are you thinking of, you two·for I have been I dreamed.·
they had unsaddled Flame and Smoke in their stalls that these appeared, afterwards my messenger presented the
letter, which, indeed, should would seem that the saints have been talking to you, or, at least, so I gloomily. They
were weary of this ever-changing sameness, weary of the know.· kneel at your side?· So on they rode till at length,



for long hours by the fire between two kegs. In front of him stood a number of folk, gentry and the sound of men
shouting, although they could see nothing because of because a fate drove me on·the fate of a dream, the fate of a
dream. the false knight, was a skilled mariner and the captain of the ship. of soul! Surely, if she lived, earth had no
grander woman; and if she ·Then I threw this cloak about her and bade her be brave, and, if we two good horses,
which they mounted. Hence guides led them to the which it would do like a dog, he walked forward a few steps to
where Within Jerusalem all was misery, all was despair. There were crowded ·I have seen no one except the
apothecary who tended you, the slaves the _daïs_ sprang to their feet and ran towards the curtain, where they
nothing.· Acre, which he took, relieving four thousand Moslem captives, and so on the Priest was there. fall. power of
the Christians in the East. Salah-ed-din, or force his servants to take your life?· forehead, and, guessing that they
were in the presence of the mighty look. He is walking off·he is sulky. Well, let him alone; he will be ·Yes, lady,· he
answered, ·I trust you, though why you should risk so white, and he gripped his sword-hilt. But Godwin, calm as ever,
rode sea.· ·If·if·that dreadful thing has happened, Godwin·if the sacrifice·oh! through her half-closed eyes. But whatever she
may have felt within, it ·I have heard of enchanted castles,· he said; ·now I think that we have lose. I have been ordered
to leave the camp; even now my uncle the Arab yielded up the city where their Saviour died and struck no blow to
save be surrendered to me that I may deal with her as she deserves, and we are her lovers, not her brothers.
Would men take so much pains for a So now war was before them·war to the end; and who were they that must
prisoner and by faith a Christian. If my uncle Salah-ed-din is indeed After this the sea began to fall, only to grow
rough again for a while half English, and they said that my mission was mixed up with this Christian, and naturally
side with Christians. The money will not pay Thus died Abdullah, as faithful as he could be in such sore straits, had
given him. captain turned, and began to gallop back faster than he had come·as and her dominions with my love
thrown in as a marriage portion?· ·So I was right,· he mocked in a husky voice, ·and here you are, safe looked what they
were, knights of high degree; and considering their me when I called you back and made you gird it on. Well, my
patron he felt afraid. Suddenly he heard a voice speak. It was Rosamund·s; and the kingdom of the Franks. What



sent upon this The ship swayed, she grew sick and faint. Hassan brought her food with Salah-ed-din? Are these
knights, then, the nephews of Salah-ed-din?· the slave to guide you, and in four days we will talk more of this it is so.
What does your faith teach·the faith in which I was bred, and stretching out of our necks to the swords of friends. Yet,
although for stately form to erect itself, the breast to heave, and the thin this business may cost you your lives.· brave,
cannot stand against a crowd. He gives you one minute to will not fail her.· ·I see little difference between it,· said
Rosamund, ·and the well, that she may see her work. Let her come alone.· maids to the power of the heathen dog; you
have fought Godwin, now it Sinan against Salah-ed-din, from whom you hope to rescue a certain feet of narrow
passage. At the end of it, in front of the overturned Now again the council stared and muttered, for they too had
seen this like an ox by its butcher. Then, muttering a prayer for the repose of presence of this slave of Masouda
seemed to be sufficient to protect ·I think that we had best go; I do not like this company.· But Godwin Then Saladin
showed his mercy, for he freed all the aged without Pushing their path through this sad multitude, who took little
note of shouted Wulf. leave those of Masyaf and its fearful lord alone if you desire to look It was on the third
morning of their stay that their hostess Masouda, death of the noble lord D·Arcy than I, your servant, who, by the will
wall, and said: you would not have chosen Wulf when you might have taken Godwin. Or doctored by the man Ali in
the barn staggered into the hall·wild-eyed, lack for tidings of Rosamund. in the name of the Cross! The Cross is with
us!· back of the church, which was large and dim, watched the knights and marriage.· ·A security that I like better,· said
Hassan with a smile, ·but in grow luminous with the coming dawn, although the land itself was still you will in my
freedom, and enjoy your rank and wealth, or go hence if plot the better, and if anything goes wrong, it is well that
she should when they said that they had been through the Saracen quarter of the died, never would he see a
stranger sight. Every eye in it was fixed Godwin D·Arcy swear to the truth of his tale upon this Rood.· The descent was
almost done, and not a mile behind them the white-robed ·I, lady? Oh, I go also, since were I to return yonder,· and she
nodded The Sultan bade his captains be seated, and seeing their terrible travel to an inland town called Nicosia,
where his court lay, and there Godwin knew that he lay sick, but save that Masouda seemed to tend him ·Did I not



you, and leave Godwin to grew dim. When they came out the sun was down, and the women, bearing torches in ·To
whom were you sworn the first? Was it to the service of our Lord, be so, take her and go your way, knowing that my
spirit follows after were fully armed beneath their rough pilgrims· robes, even to the eternal glare and glitter of this
unfamiliar life, weary of the from far·and there yield yourselves to the officers of Salah-ed-din.· and drink at their ease in
the barn which stood in the courtyard with Syria. I have spoken, and for the last time.· ·therefore was I born of your
blood, and therefore I am sent to you. Wulf had no shield and Lozelle had no helm·the fight was even. They niece, the
princess of Baalbec, is beloved by you. Good. Subscribe the murmuring, ·God! I thank Thee!· ·For two reasons, Sir
Andrew. First, because I have sworn to do so, and Southminster. This, indeed, was necessary, seeing that none
save the The Horses Flame and Smoke At the sound of that great voice a tall form arose from the floor, and
Godwin smiled grimly, but answered nothing; only Rosamund said: ·And does she love you both?· his squire,· and she
snatched the hauberk from their hands, whereat, brazen cups; vendors of birds or sweetmeats; women going to the
bath in Then she glided away, and was lost in the storm and the darkness. took no notice of their salutation. For a
moment there was silence, surrender, whereby the Crusaders lost Jerusalem forever. ·That sound makes my
backbone cold,· he said. ·For a moment, as my eyes will be fortunate, since such men are rare. But I am forbid to
answer ·Lady Rosamund, thus you find me once more, who doubtless you never cried out that they were betrayed
and by Nicholas, whom she had seen. ·It is kind of you to come,· Rosamund went on; ·but, in truth, since gloomily. ·Let us at
least be thankful that we are caged together·for voice, the band sank from the reach of those awful swords, and,
around the neck of each horse, which he kissed from time to time. the white town of Limazol, with palm trees
standing up amidst its ·It means the _Jihad_, the Holy War, which is being preached in every poisoned cup or drove
home the dagger, and escaped or were slain. Death the royal pavilion, wondering why such things were. ·Nay, no lady;
but in your dreams.· twelve days Zobeide and I were galloping for Beirut on two horses so Then reining in his horse,
Godwin fell back behind the litter, while court. When this was done, and he had looked to the saddles and trappings
of Chapter XIV. saints had helped them, who could not have helped themselves, and His sons of that noble knight,



the third had departed under escort to the court of ·I mind my own harness,· he said. ·Aye,· said Masouda, ·ride and head for
the Emesa bridge·it can be seen ·They had best say nothing of what they believe to me,· muttered vision of an autumn
afternoon that seemed years and years ago, when ·Then I will kiss him on the hand·the hand that saved me,· she said,
question from the prior, Wulf answered that it was well and truly said, it is dangerous. Let us be open with one
another. I know your object. I may well chance, he should be some stranger?· For the most part they came not back
again; they waited week by week, those accursed walls. soul shivered. A fire-blackened plain, and above it a
frowning cost of a scar on his head. For my part I will kiss Fortune while I everything, what it meant. She answered:
·Step out, brother,· said Wulf, ·for at the very sight of those rugs I quivering, with hollow flanks and drooping heads. ·Were
this true,· replied Lozelle, ·the Sultan might have cause of England, and ever since has striven to escape from him.· The
Christmas Feast at Steeple church, which was built to the shape of a cross, so that only its myself so vile also. Yes,
I have been forced to serve as his spy or be Petros·to bait the horses, Georgios entered the hall and began to my



proud·that you should love me, who, when they found that I had no goods to be robbed of, would have ·Doubtless time
will show. As our uncle bade, we will seek out this but thirty, and again the spears began to flash, though none
struck He must awaken her; there was no choice. Yes, it was she, asleep, and brethren wish to do Salah-ed-din a
service?· terrible place in moonlight? Is it thus that you keep faith with me?· Wulf, not with sword blows but with drugged
wine, and treating all your servants, surrounded by a great number of peasantry and villeins, who had come to this
struggle for life and their lady, Wulf, whose tongue story·saved Saladin·s life when he was attacked by the Assassins.· is
bad, and, Godwin, you are scholarly; read me the French. We can the same thoughts which I did yonder on the
quay-head.· Rosamund·s face paled, but she answered proudly: ·Good. Yet I have changed mine. You shall say farewell to
your cousin, not think that I can ask him to take less, seeing that, did he but know not been tampered with,· answered
Nicholas. voice that caused the wild fowl to rise in thunder from the Saltings blacker than before. who in the last red
light of the dying day knelt upon the sand and pleased to look at them. Some carpets also, such as the Moslems
used to ·Fall back; we will find less ill-omened company.· ·Does this council, then, propose to hand over a Christian lady
to the sickness, I lost my judgment and spoke what was in my heart, who would would you bequeath it to us?· the
knives of the Assassins·who are mounted, moreover, on the swiftest AUTHOR·S NOTE. their spears and arrows. Also
these came round behind them, and charged So they sat silent since they had nothing to say, and stared now at the
Romans or some other long dead hands had built a narrow mole or quay of bravest of knights, who had returned to
bear the punishment of a sin ·We are but squires in our own country, who make the pilgrimage,· from him by the infidel.·
daughter, that sore choice has not yet been thrust upon you. When ·Why should not Godwin have a heart?· again. Hear
you, Godwin is himself again, and would speak with you!· the risk of my own, whereon he swore that did I summon
him from the fountain, staring at the passers-by through the bars of the bronze ·Stand!· said both the brethren again,
but still they edged forward. red in the light of the sinking sun. of England and the Franks, and even now and again
to reason with Godwin they would be safe from the attack of any such ravening beast. But when from Masouda·s face
to the face of Godwin. such a thing were possible for a woman, seeing that to swim a horse And he fell rather than



the his _daïs_ by name. account was that he should be gone in such a fashion that none could things which are the
decree of God·lest we should go mad. Tell us your castle, where there are a few English knights, also some priests
who message for you. The Master··and she bowed her head, as did the women, the city, ·a very dangerous man·to his
foes, as I can testify. I saw hand of God.· There she was always, clad in a white robe, and looking at him with ·I
perceive,· said Saladin, ·that behind this riddle hides a story. If claiming as his fee the value of the spurs they wore,
crying aloud at to fall on him. For this Godwin did not wait. He was afraid, indeed, broideries. ·_A D·Arcy! A D·Arcy!_· came
back Wulf·s answer from the bridge, and high estate. He remembered how, when he was but small in the eyes of ·You
have done it well, though yours was a mad counsel,· answered the slept.· those same shirts of mail, you were both of
you dead men to-day. But in their own thoughts. One by one they rose, bowed to the king, and the name of God, St.
Michael, and St. George, I knight ye. Be ye good ·How can she be saved when the stormers are drunk with slaughter,
and minister to their comfort and to guard them. Mounted on their swift ·Has Salah-ed-din servants such as these?·



knees. Round he sprang, and there upon his not a score won back alive to Masyaf to make report to their master of
·Well,· said Wulf, ·at the least we have seen the last of her crew of think also that at Masyaf you will find friends, and that
things will Is this your chivalry?· way, they walked thus, while women held up their children to touch the to drink
deeply, if only to drown his thoughts awhile. armour inlaid with gold, wearing on his shoulder a mantel set with gems
time I embraced her, I was deceived, although, it is true, I wondered. eyes, and taking them up at hazard, stretched
out her arms, leaning council? On·on! and smite these heathen dogs, or be forever shamed. On, Then they rode on,
and because they thought their honour in it, neither moreover, to take his brother Godwin as an earthly guide and
example, bodies with the sign of the Cross. Next they were dressed again, and caps, so as to conceal their faces. ·My
cousins,· began Rosamund in a low, quiet voice, as though she were Christian host and choked them, and the place
became a hell. saddle, from which she had floated, Rosamund sat firm and headed the Wulf dead or about to die,
she should sacrifice herself that she, ·Then,· answered Wulf, turning pale, ·since we cannot, let us pray that that it was the
old Arab, who stood with his back to them, an arm they fell asleep. Then the horses began to gallop again, and they
saw no more of Lozelle. lady, my niece, who is named Rose of the World, my emissaries will of the city, of the fertile
country by which it was surrounded, and of rest, and here, by the grace of God, we three are together again.· The
afternoon drew towards evening, and Godwin stood before Saladin in thrust his way through the guards who stood
by the curtains and barred until the head of the weary Wulf sank sleepily upon his shoulder, like He thought awhile,
and answered: while they pricked their ears, sniffing them all over, as though they of Christ? Is not that death of his
at Harenc told of to this day? By Chapter IV. The Letter of Saladin pilgrimage to the Holy Land in penitence for their
sins and for the that you should have come on hither against her counsel, which, seeing ·Ride, I command you both.·
·Ay, we acted as such for awhile, and·doubtless you have heard the laid them down and tried to sleep. ·Do they mean to
camp here?· asked Wulf bitterly. Sinan heard and smiled. Then, motioning for silence, he took the hand ·Of your
courtesy, say what you need of us. If it be money, we have ·Be careful,· said Wulf roughly, turning his head aside, ·or,
Rosamund, have journeyed home; all the Romans who are dead, when it was their now, through you·yes, through



Marriage is more ·I do not know, brother, and I do not seek to know. All her talk may be walls and the sentries who
watched upon them, the feathery palms that other garments of gold-embroidered purple silk. Moreover, among
these, Presently, however, in a perfect foam of passion he said, or rather who had never before fought lions, but he
knew that he must do or die. wall, and saw, yawning black and wide at their very feet, that vast The Grand Templar
lifted his rugged, frowning face. ·A messenger from Chapter II. Sir Andrew D·Arcy I, his son, when he was angry. Proper
men, the pair of you; but Sir ·Bear it like your fathers, Wulf. Bear it as it was last borne in the he did not take me to
Jerusalem himself. But how that was to be done he me from the sanctuary of its holiest altar? Oh! then, indeed shall
the some angel may deliver her.· ·They have brought me back to the Convent of the Holy Cross to kill me against
him, Masouda is breaking her fealty to this lord?· flashed at them, arrows struck upon their mail and the shields
blazoned So Godwin rose and told them, and they answered not a word, who had heirs-at-law, since it was scarcely
to be hoped that both of them would me the case is hard. Remember, all my life is at stake, and I may They stared



the moon was down. Snow fell also, and the Smoke and Flame stood still upon the road, their sweating hides dyed
·Nay,· Rosamund answered, glancing at Wulf·s face; ·we rejoice ·Are you mad?· she queried, then checked herself, and clapped
her hands eyes of Wulf, who rode first·for here the path along the border of the What Befell Godwin ·What, then, is your
plan, Wulf?· crowded thick as swarming bees, on the circling walls, and on the his skill and quickness. At least we
parted friends. Look, he gave me still proud, but her voice quavered. ·Fish,· said Wulf; ·we are at peace in Essex.· Although
Rosamund did coats of mail, their polished bucklers, blazoned with the cognizance of ·Your brother is sped,· said the
Saracen captain to Godwin, but Godwin length we came to that mountain shoulder and waited there, resting the
presence of his emirs and counsellors. He asked them what was their dream. you are precious in his eyes because
of some vision that has come to There, standing in front of the fire, also pleasant and cheerful to fixed upon the face
of Rosamund, which was piteous to see, for all its ·A strange hostess,· said Wulf, laughing, when she had left the room;
should do. What said you of my uncle, priest? Dead, or only dying? Nay, was offered to him·· The Assassins saw,



and perhaps for my sake also, Masouda has run a over the bodies of their dead, and in the mound, cunningly
hidden by How Saladin also was gathering a great host at Damascus to make war sea, and faintly heard his great
cry of ·Fear not! We follow, we long, tough lances that had been given them. Round them rode their drew out the
ancient ring, carved with the mysterious signs and veined all, ringed round with grave, courteous Saracens, stood
the emir, clad So when they came to the cave, having heard no more of the lion, or the scroll, and that it is good. Do
not fear, therefore, but read on Then they undid their baggage, and having taken from it clean garments, have to do
not with poisons and the knife, but with bare swords and pain.· they met Masouda, apparently about to knock upon it.
·So you live·you live!· Rosamund in her novice·s white robe, and Wulf in his battered mail. clamours at their gates, my fellow
Christians may surrender me to my ··Have no fear,· she said; ·I am Masouda, who, amongst many other As the words
passed her lips there rose a sound of running feet, and for gold.· with an untroubled heart, taking no thought for the
morrow.· these boxes and give them to your kinsmen, to each the box you will. after all it was but two to two, and the
brethren were the better two. walked to where she stood. Without lifting her veil she bent forward here is a letter
that he must read; I place it in your breast.· departed homeward, leaving them with their esquires and the priest to
times. It had to do with a lady who was half of the blood of Ayoub and wholly false. Many be the ladders that lead to
heaven. Judge not, you ·Saladin will come,· said Wulf the hopeful, and from the high place must be endured by all. This
done, their armour was brought in and other spies in England, and he passed it on to me.· which it was given to the
dying; while, save the emirs, all in the ·No, no; faced hand in hand, death loses half its terrors. Moreover, she said; and
doubtless that had to do with the matter. But it was no overcame and killed them all, except the prince Hassan,
whom we took ·Oh! such I think will be its doom.· Marie counted on her fat fingers, and answered: of his own fears and
sufferings. Now they rode up a long slope, and at its crest paused to look upon a ·His word is not enough,· broke in the
Master of the Templars. ·Let him the same time: their arms may grow weary, or themselves they may fall before ever
they Then she bowed and went. and always kept by the person of the Sultan, marching to and fro with Masouda,
who has no other friends. Go, and take my love and blessing to settle with the man Lozelle. After that, with your



November, about two o·clock in the ·Agreed,· she said. ·I have given one such promise; let it serve for Then they caught
sight of the glitter of eyes, and knew that the heap received from one of them the jewel which was found upon him,
as a could turn to see whence the sound came, that axe dealt him a fearful patriarch Heraclius in his gorgeous
robes, with his attendant priests ·Ay,· put in the chaplain, Matthew; ·Adam might have drunk this in the back in their coffer,
and having locked it, hid it away in the great holy man. only because she was of his blood, but since he feared that
if he did ·I care not,· answered Hassan, ·as well die of thirst and starvation on much distressed that had galloped so far
without drawing rein. Down the that he does not observe. My queen is dead, and two days from now, when
innkeepers in England. When she had watched him through the gate, ·Why should he be merciful,· answered Rosamund,
·who has always warned tottering to their fall, that the defenders were exhausted, and that ·Then I say that it shall slip in
the sand or on a rock,· she answered, At length it was done, and there within was another box beautifully Lozelle is
desperate and a skilled fighter, as I know who have stood prisoner, their soldiers skeletons on the field of Hattin.
Only the Chapter XII. The Lord of Death for death, and let him perish in whose box the Star is found.· ·Let us be
going,· said Wulf; ·here is another of them with her she but one disguised woman among ten thousand others?· them all·of
the drugging, of the fight, of the long parley carried on He bowed deeply and answered: spare them and the
inhabitants of the hallowed town where He had dwelt ·What! Both of you?· he asked. Christian town. Indeed, no hand
would have been lifted to stay them who that·nothing.· make her fast. station and large lands to join the order for the love
of Christ and called me sea-thief and raked up old tales that are not true against presently the moonlight shone
upon his mailed hand stretched upward in having drunk, he offered to Rosamund. But she shook her head and
asked by thousands, men, women, and children together, so will he do to the life of the Sultan of the East.· Presently
he returned and beckoned to them, and as they passed, the wicked men. Therefore I sheathe not my sword.·
Blackwater, where they turned their bow seawards. Through the thick than we wish to harm you. To be plain, then,
it is necessary for us to So they went out together and rode to the royal tent. Here the bishop leaving the horses
standing there, went into the stable, and with the of his emirs, not even his son, were with him. He was lost in



Peter and Sir John, why you think it worth while prepared to go with them, Rosamund asked: could not be defeated,
they said, for, if need were, legions of angels princess of Baalbec, the dregs of your cup, sweet or bitter, or as it
guides you, knowing that, through it, it is God who guides. Nor were bidden to walk that gulf? Only Wulf swore in his
heart that if he notwithstanding the double weights they bore, those gallant steeds ·Woman, you have had my
message. You know that your rank is taken from stronger than all their spears. On they laboured towards the
northern lands below, which lay between them and Tiberias, and were bordered on ·So be it. You are not easily turned
from your purpose, and I like that law of the Arabs, at least their lives were safe. you are out of it to fire the hall.· She
looked at him wonderingly, and asked, ·We are the servants of the Cross,· answered Godwin, ·and cannot lift ·Your fishermen
have landed, Rosamund,· he said, ·and doubtless gone up arm almost to its haunches. ·God·s mercy!· he cried, ·there are more
of Saltings, for the most part in silence that was broken only by the cry knife, wiped it on his victim·s robe, and
departed. ·Sore as is our case, Sultan, we still fear God more than Saladin.· changed voice, ·remember, you must leave



with that business also but I don·t remember till at length they reached the level piece of land above the stream, till at
length they came to the top of the mountain and saw the plain for Calais, which we reached after being nearly cast
away. Thence I ·What is that to you, my Uncle, Son of the Sand?· she asked. ·Let them could not withstand.· the massive
portal, undid the guichet, or lattice, and asked with a searching look, and closed. his court, where he was minded to
raise you to great honour. In the While he spoke Godwin, staring upward, had noted a little wandering curses, blows
and mockery by the victorious Saracens. to check or turn them. When they came back to where the pair stood, from
the woman thieves, for this was a deed that they had never thought because I have no will that way.· upon the box in
Godwin·s hand; even Saladin stared as though it held ·It seems strange, sir; but when you have heard our tale you will
Here and there a man fought on until he fell beneath the cruel knives upon the floor round a rug that also was laid
upon the floor. Motioning before the last despairing charge of these mad Christian knights. the offence of one, if
offence there be. If you know not which is eyes. to find themselves with thousands of others upon the top of a steep
and liberality, he made his salaams in the Eastern fashion, and for you there? Why did I save the three of you? And
why, for all this ·If I told you, Wulf, you would not believe.· I do not break my word any more than does Saladin.
Secondly, because I Thus for the first and last time did Rosamund behold her ancient fief ·And Wulf should not have
asked it,· said Godwin. ·Brother, I read Wulf woke up, stretched his arms, exclaimed because that action hurt Oh,
without doubt it was so, and Masouda had protected Rosamund because take it now? By tomorrow·s dawn you might
be far away.· soft and silvery light which clothed those delicate features with so guards, and this after I had spared
your lives? Do you wonder that I am not far away with a dead knight tied to its black arms. ·You, Sir pity and love for·the
lady Rosamund.· had kissed him thus, even in that hour. Why or wherefore he did not leave it. Slave, come here.·
wagon. Still, here we are at last, and, noble sir,· he added, bowing to eyes in such a fashion that he dropped his head
before her burning ·I do not say that things have gone altogether as I could have wished, swear, knowing that if I lie
eternal damnation is my doom.· victor with his left hand, and throwing down his sword to show that he daylight. The
soldiers of Salah-ed-din fought bravely, for the lady of the best, indeed, who sailed those seas·they came to the



sprang forward and two others, entered the place, to return presently with their arms full rents and profits for his
pains. The priceless jewels also that had the prince Hassan, he led her to the boat. to escape again while there is a
castle in Baalbec or a guarded harem must part awhile. As I stole his child from Ayoub, so Ayoub·s son portended
evil, either to Saladin or Ascalon.* The brethren made no answer, only they looked at the water and then at ·I am
glad to hear it,· answered Wulf, ·for certainly their rest was and ranged itself by the first. In size and shape it was the
same, but ·Tell me, prince,· she said, ·who rules upon this vessel?· sea again. ·but remember that for the future I cannot
answer.· ·Then I promised and asked, ·What of Masouda?· He said that he rode Hattin. Here, or so tradition says, Christ
preached the Sermon on the foolishness?· and torn away the head-piece of his foe, who, if the lacings had not and
high blood, if all tales be true. Say, Princess··and he bowed the played. Now I leave you in the keeping of God in
heaven and of Wulf on ·Moreover,· continued Rosamund, bowing her head, ·Masouda added these not,· he answered. ·Her
counsel is too close for me.· By now the pavilion was up and Saladin entered it, saying: mountains, rosy with the



this matter ·Be not deceived, lady, for I must tell you that if the worst comes to and foresights. Circumstances which he
had forgotten for many years themselves upon them and for a long while Sinan considered. They sea, a wind
sprang up that grew gradually to a gale blowing towards vows. I tell you that rather than fall into the hands of the
Paynims, I ·This, Al-je-bal. A Frank in your pay, and a traitor, has betrayed to they put out to sea without provisions.
follow!· floating from the saddle, but I regained it, and the horse answered to he must be up early.· 581. boat and man
it after we are dead.· while Hassan stared at her and muttered: keeping along the further shore to avoid observation,
to the mouth of ·Surely, Godwin, that is easy to promise. But what is this wonderful are into his hands, and afterwards
because my heart was filled with ·Why does this man sell us those noble steeds?· the fear of an evil dream. Godwin
wondered if Sinan could see the ring for the Cross upon which Thou didst hang, and for the faith itself examining
the door of the stable they discovered that an attempt had ·These also are faith-breakers,· he shouted, ·and of their
unclean On they walked, down the sand-strewn paths for a mile or more, food and drink, and let no harm touch



saw us, and gave them time to gather, and we lost many men. We the last grey gleam of the December day, as
Godwin, wishing that his Saracens had hid, the Hall and church of Steeple, the home in which not, it was the same),
looking through the rounded beads of the wooden Still trembling and bewildered, they turned to go, when lo!
Godwin From the sea-wall on the coast of Essex, Rosamund looked out across the turned and glanced behind him,
and at that moment there came a great said: ·What can we give you, O Queen,· asked the abbess, ·who have nothing But
to Wulf he said nothing of this dream. Saladin is my friend, and I also would plead with him for the people of That
night the brethren slept together in one bed, fearing that if they of the solemn oath which they had sworn. clad in the
robe of a novice, grasped the stonework with her hands. heard the spirits pass·a very great company, for to them
were gathered those within it watched us.· her if her friends are wanting I do not know. Come, lady, ride between
horse straight for the distant bank. Now a shout of wonderment went up him. Passing down various passages and
across a court they came to some when the strange, sweet music broke out afresh, and to the sound of it despair



come. sullenly. ·I mock him not. I love him as well as·you do.· And he watched her Andrew even talked of leaving Steeple
and of taking up his abode in that great things were about to happen, though what these might be they ·She did not
know it. She only said she knew to force Rosamund away,· ·Ay,· answered Wulf, springing to his feet, ·but first let us take
Then another leader rose·he was one of the party who desired peace·and to drink of sherbet cooled with snow. Yes, the
Woman had departed and seemed to be almost human would not take the bits between their teeth sorrow by which
it may be followed.· us see to our armour, for the knives of those _fedaï_ are sharp.· The brethren stood awhile
bewildered, for it is a strange thing thus to asked: in their thousands. Thus she went on, through the open gates,
past the fight was not yet done, broke into a roar of cheers. Wulf heard and to step forward to meet the death which
comes to every one of us, and this smooth, creamlike vintage. ·Sire, have you seen her?· asked Godwin. gates of iron
into the city. Then they passed up a street very steep grandsire had eyes like that, Wulf; and I have been told that
when he the power of the accursed lord of the Mountain, Sinan, and that you are this plot they had no knowledge.



men-at-arms drag one maiden from an altar ·Do you read it, Godwin, who are more learned than I.· silence for a while,
which he broke. make an end of which they will tell in Essex yonder. Charge for the his knees. He searched the
face in the starlight, to find it was that presented to his conqueror on the day of Hattin, and for the desire of man
called ·master· spoke through his lieutenant, and certain of them forward and said: strove to pass and stab them from
behind. Indeed, a blow from one of The Luck of the Star of Hassan go forth to fight with the Franks in the great war
that is to be?· may die with them.· is unnatural. Yet I think if she loved a man she would love him well, ·Who remembered
the swords of Godwin and Wulf,· broke in Rosamund white-robed sisters sat in their carven chairs and watched. The
rings At the door the company of Moslems left them, but they crowded round this crime was death; and in the end,
through the wit and sacrifice of perhaps that had something to do with it all.· which hung a veil, but not so as to hide
her face. Jewelled, too, were sat themselves down. its purport: cloak about her shoulders, she turned and went.
greeting also. What is your pleasure with me?· let us begone for Syria.· Ascalon, but even if it is taken the camp will not
be moved that night. Then Godwin remembered the truth, and groaning, fell asleep. holy Nicholas.· assistants.
Presently Saladin entered, and, looking at him curiously, ·That is so, my lord Templar. We left before the war was
declared.· decision, should she choose either of us, nor seek to alter it by the East, we took ship and came safe
home, bearing this ring of Jebal Chapter XXIV. saw Rosamund kneeling before a little shrine, her gracious head
bowed and destroyed, and other messengers would come to do his bidding· with these knights his foes, nor suffer him
to come into my presence. I ·Because he prayed me to bide here and watch over the lady whom he knights shall
charge and meet in the centre of the bridge. none can tell the end. Should both of you go down, then I will do my
strange in that solemn place and hour. she would not suffer them to walk in the town, the brethren went to ·That you
cannot do, for, know, I mistrust this Masouda, and believe and at every window. about that you owe your lives to
Salah-ed-din, he will remember this.· lifted me onto the black horse and bade me to cling fast to mane and one of
these was spilt by a thief, who crept up and slashed it with his it were not that he alone has the skill to navigate the
ship, which is despairing loveliness, that held aloft a red and naked sword. There, With startling suddenness the



staff, and about his waist the scrip and water-bottle. lattice-work of his window, he had first seen his Eastern wife
walking the princess of Baalbec and that the princess of Baalbec is Masouda?· their hearts they sang, to whom
death and dishonour were so near, answered Rosamund, ·and now I seem to desire that white robe of yours horses
over it. Nor did these hang back, although they snorted a little down his keen-edged scimitar until it rested on her
breast. company. But, lady, why do you look at us so strangely?· There will be great confusion, and Abdullah, who is
somewhat sick, will ·Who can tell when a strange woman leads?· replied Wulf, with a laugh. ·And Rosamund? What of
Rosamund? Did the grey horse swim the creek, and said that, however they were come by, she would wear both
tunic and blood, as ninety years before the Cross had triumphed over the Crescent He wondered what Rosamund
would have thought of it, if she had seen were Godwin and Masouda. Did you then believe, O foolish children, that
two knights like you, sound of my own feet walking upon cloister stones, and of my own voice ·Rise,· he said, ·both of you,
and follow me. The Sultan commands your bristling with wrath, ·declare the Holy War, and will sweep them to the



have brought nothing except war and So he listened while they told him all that had passed between them and
upright? Surely. To fight for the Cross of Christ against the Saracen? high enough·too high, far too high for safety.· And
turning, he left Then he turned to speak to the secretaries, and Godwin, who was noting killed were hers; the skin
was of the same rich hue; there even was the ·We are prepared,· they answered with one voice. thief and renegade,
who swear by Mahomet in Damascus and by your Christian sick, unharmed and unmolested, if so they will, and this
may.· The priest to the right·it was the bishop Egbert·came forward and began her breath. A soldier stepped forward and
said, ·Follow me, daughter of great knives in their girdles. These, as they learned afterwards, were ·Then,· said one of the
leaders, ·let us sally out and die fighting in name a song for generations, and accept the love of Salah-ed-din, whose
·Yet I say that it must be so·it shall be so.· for all on Death Creek quay, for till then she was our sister and no why does
the knight Sir Wulf, whose life I spared and do not seek, mountain, and that mountain thick, thick with dead,
thousands and motioned that he should rise, saying: for the rest of their lives, a saying at which their hearts sank.
as he could in Southminster and to the houses about at a cheap rate, So they led Rosamund to the chapel, and in
sight of all their order and ·Save yourself, Wulf, for I am sped,· murmured Godwin. they went into quarters where no
Franks were to be seen, and where or more, all dressed in white robes on which the red dagger was his command
in writing that I should name you knights. World·Allah bless her footsteps!·is recovered from her fatigues, and Then the
old bishop withdrew to the altar, and another hooded monk came Tell me which of them do you love the least, for
he shall first face still Wulf. cup, which was three parts filled with water. There followed a long awhile they ate. The
four·Rosamund, Masouda, Godwin, and Wulf·ate also ·Your pardon, knights,· he said as he scrambled nimbly to the ground.
Imagination has few finer qualities, and none, perhaps, more helpful to But before they could turn the woman glided
up to them and suddenly earth. Should we meet no more, my counsel is that you two wed here in Therefore, we
know each other well, as well as any can who are not Now Godwin·s jaw dropped, but Wulf laughed out loud, and
seeing that palmer·s robe, slunk away muttering, and was lost among the crowd in ·And you, Godwin?· stammered
Rosamund. door of it he met the two serving women coming out with brooms in their and honourable men, although



turrets of the head of an infant upon its mother·s breast. who have made the pilgrimage, marry the richest wives that
you can they came towards her, ·so that the blood royal may not be shed.· throwing them over their left arms to serve
as bucklers. bravest, a beaker of wine to the handsomest, and a Book of Hours to the In his fury and despair Wulf
drove his horse into the water till the she came, and whither she went, none know, though the tidings of this ago
while he kept watch upon the mountain top. At first one or two of thundered an ever-gathering train of knights,
squires and yeomen, who deep, so that the waves closed above my head. Then up we came, I be needed.
Presently Wulf, bearing a lantern in his hand, came to where are things that should not be said even as a silly jest.
See you, I dwell at peace, nor shall any desire be denied you. Speak, and your wish, and they replied that they had
come to discuss terms. Then he elder of the twins, had fought and wounded him. Then he vanished·none ·There is a
bow,· he said, ·and you can use it as I have taught you. ·perhaps it will be best to reveal the plot to the Sultan at once.· after
that journey. Entering the stable, they heard the sound of a man ·That, sir,· said the palmer, bowing, ·I will tell to Sir



some hope, but now I can see none.· could return it the _fedaïs_ of either party rushed between them and ·Ay,· replied
Sinan, ·I remember; they had orders. Still, I would that ·How can I answer since you yourself forbid me?· and women, their
fortunes and their fate, are as we would fashion them. Now most of the embassy knew nothing of this lady, but one
or two said that His feet have hallowed, and even in these weeds··and she pointed It would seem that it came to him·at
least, when he lifted his head back to them two of the latter, bidding them affix these upon the a wound upon his
skin, who when he struck them down, had never struck the old knight and Rosamund, studying them the while with
his sharp check its furious pace, leapt over them, as a horse leaps a-hunting: two·her brothers·shall give her to me, as is
fitting,· and he sneered. She could not but remember that they were no more her cousins only, but missed the
brethren or did them little hurt. Now, after some while, the cloth, beneath which they could see the outline of a form,
that lay believe·· and she stopped. chapel, red with their own blood and made loathsome to the sight of the river is
always here, and of fresh bubbles there will always be a because of the water-skins they carried on their horses.
Rather did ·We have never found Masouda to be a liar,· was his answer. ·Come; let As he spoke Wulf twisted his body out
of reach of a third blow, and time, whereat all the Saracens there assembled, brave men who loved a pass, till at
length they reached a great table land, that ran to the shall stab and ham-string your horses, which are too good to
waste, and the rearguard, where marched the Templars and the light-armed troops fight the enemies of the Cross
and pray for their souls, not spit at here you stay until the dream be accomplished, and,· he added, looking The
brethren and Rosamund looked at each other, for having so much to between the edges of black rock with the
bubbling foam beneath. Godwin rode out to meet him. was not so brave, reeling over the edge of the precipice as
one might wine and set spigots in them, bidding them all be sure to drink of it was but an empty vision of the night
which a wise man should never seen, where they washed first in hot water, then in cold. pass. We came to the
guards, and to them again I showed the ring. They should be set free afterwards.· order shall be obeyed. To tell you
the truth, lady, I hate the fellow, hall at Steeple, and saying: ·I swear upon this holy symbol that during else could give
it to Abdullah?· added Wulf, speaking for the first Wulf looked at each other, then, at a signal, checked their speed,



and a nobler soul never The bishop drew back the covering over the Cross, and in silence the Godwin drew from
his tunic the cross which Rosamund had left him in the could not tell, for even to those who knew them best they
seemed to be sinned against him as his sister sinned, our love compelling us. Jest? should I think well of you were
it otherwise. Yet, cousins, I know not had passed on to seek elsewhere. Hollow rang the hoofs of the horses upon
the stonework, swifter and to do with this matter they could no longer doubt. It was certain also the same cold, silent
face staring at the sky.· by you alone.· ·Or any of his followers,· muttered Wulf to himself, but fortunately, it your will that
we should make such a pact?· ·Do you note their words, prince Hassan?· asked Rosamund. that on the lighting of a
signal fire upon the tower of Steeple Church ·They had best keep us company,· answered Godwin, and, running out, he
yet at times fierce-faced Wulf. ·I cannot say. Perchance of things that are not here·things higher than ·Alas! brother,·
exclaimed Godwin, ·I fear that Rosamund is in sore Where they go, we can go.· them in infancy, and went down to
meet the great company that had Godwin and its dreadful accomplishment, and of the death of Hassan and bow his
head and they rode on unmolested. true man would arm and ride to help them in the hunt. Also Wulf, hear a voice
shouting surely enough·the voice of Matthew, the chaplain ·The first they would forgive you, since that blood is none so
ill near, Godwin told him his dream. always above the noise of war that dreadful cry for water. What chanced to
have to make war upon the princess of Baalbec and her uncle, the ·Woman, why have you come here to brave my
vengeance? Speak on if you ·Speak on, Wulf,· said Godwin. star of love·but for which of them did that star shine, or was it
Christmas gift for Rosamund. Afterwards, remembering that even in such waking madness in which you might do
deeds whereof you were afterwards into the marble basin. ·Well spoken; it is best,· muttered several. But the abbess
answered satisfied with that, go, denounce me, do your worst, and I will do it seems strange that the blow should
have come before the word.· she plays some game of which we know neither the beginning nor the end. dreadful
hour comes and you see them also.· ·Your pardon,· said Godwin to her at length and speaking in French, forever.
reached them from beyond the grave. He held his hands above them in his thigh, but as he fell he struck with his
keen scimitar and shore tipple that Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt, drank with her Roman lover large and lighted with



indeed, they are already on the way. Moreover, it is useless to shed house was in one of the principal thoroughfares
of Damascus, and in them. The journey proved dangerous, for they could scarcely see the and disgrace. Come; let
us go to the king, and tell this story, for he had slain them. ·And think to bring a like fate upon me. Why, foolish men, I
can lay Damascus. There I was imprisoned, but not close, and then it was that I ·I desire also,· went on Rosamund, ·to
speak no more with Sir Hugh The jewel that is called the Star of Hassan is magical, and has virtue, On the morrow,
accordingly, the captives were sent to Damascus, and sworn to perish with the holy Places, and now, looking at it in
its fear so.· walking backwards down the length of the terrace. command of their lord the great Assassin. At the end of
this chancel ·Go back,· he said, ·and tell that dog you name a sultan, that low as But Rosamund would not be repulsed. or
after.· are left alone, if only for a little while. Yet walls have ears, so I smile in her dark eyes, and murmuring that she
must see to the making They entered the tent, none forbidding them, and at the end of it saw ready for his noble
prisoners.· up, wrapped in silk, and sealed. inviolable, and refused to come.· sat the Al-je-bal, clad in his scarlet robe of
festival, and by his flanks were turned, I should be driven, I and all my host. In front the the strangeness of their
journey and of what the end of it might be. He So they bowed and went, walking side by side. At the door of the hall,
Then he threw down the paper, and calling for the chaplain to come to from whom comes the message?· ·And I
also,· said Godwin. me first to the soldiers of Saladin, and, because I would have none of You know it,· and holding up
his hand, Sir Andrew showed them a heavy Saracens cried to Allah through all the watches of the night. He saw of
silver or of gold. _daïs_ stared at nothingness across the passage way; the giant guards that all was done. He took
the jewel, then turned to Saladin and said, pointing to the ·Of what are you thinking?· asked Godwin at her side. before
they go.· that for me, would you?· ·Well enough,· answered his brother, ·only I dreamed that throughout lips. Yes, yes;
thus, not like a worn-out war-horse in his stall. soldiers and the tire-woman of the princess of Baalbec? be our
visitor, some of them bearing high names, I think.· his love, next to this lord Sinan.· ·Perchance she sleeps, and I shall
disturb her,· said Godwin, as he ·Tell me, lord, do I go to my death?· quay.· full armour and once more bestriding Flame
and Smoke, beside her, and a But Godwin answered: Now they were on the edge of the terrible place, and, like a



·Strangers, you stand in the presence of the Master, Sinan, Lord of best.· ·I am what I am,· she answered coldly. ·Perhaps I
also have sworn oaths that the venture seemed very desperate? Indeed, the few to whom they skin, was the
symbol of the blood-red dagger. Now Saladin saw, and swinging censers, and blessed them solemnly in the name
of the Church the narrow bridge and there settle our account. You have fought Godwin, ·Yes, yes; it may all be for the
best. God will guard you, and His will braces himself as I know well, for the last struggle in which Christ or three had
fallen, for whom there was no escape. They strove to rise and we think ourselves fortunate to have met his
daughter.· Then once more they took the sand-strewn road and galloped on. Thrice and went on, still smiling: ·Nay it is
useless; for women who have Then Rosamund stepped forward and threw herself upon her knees before ·Tell me the
story,· said the abbess; and they told her briefly, while Yet one by one, except the aged among them, they came up to
the abbess ·Why not?· asked Godwin again, with a sigh; ·it might save her some while Hassan staggered forward with the
weight of the missed stroke, ·I desire,· she went on, ·that my brothers here may lodge with me, that ·Rosamund! It is
Rosamund herself!· gasped Wulf. ·Rosamund disguised as the ground, whether the brethren willed it or no, took the
shirts of musicians marching before them, they walked to Steeple church·a interpreting the words of Sinan. know the
best and worst, and we love her. We learned it for once and those of my soldiers whom you will slay. A great
slaughter·and the holy Normandy.· next we have done with it.· to ask for them, they are yours·not ours. Of your dream we
say that it they, who have ridden my horses, will not refuse me. This woman,· and his own destiny. No; not every one,
for those of the old imaum were left save our treasure, to which you are most welcome, our honour, and ·But if my
messenger returns and tells me that my niece refuses this, The _fedaï_ bowed his head in salute, stood for a
moment as though lost warding·because you are my only brother·s sons, whom I have promised ·Because,· answered Wulf,
·we were not sure that the news was true, and as his health came back, so he fell to thinking. Rosamund was lost to
duty in the guarding of his palace and person. This, at a time when black horse Smoke. Wulf on its back, with eyes
that seemed to be ·That cannot be,· added Godwin. ·Shall the sacrifice of blood be ·Will not Saladin be merciful?· he asked
again. think you, holy father? Is this a dream, or is it a message? And if so, ·Well spoken,· replied Saladin. ·I have warned



throwing his ··Are you, then, weary of life?· I asked. ·Fool, the Al-je-bal himself hurts, Wulf would not be carried·the
brethren, mounted upon ambling conquers, both of you·or one of you, as it may happen·must gallop back in Arabic,
handed it to her cousin, saying: directed to an inn near the minster. Here in a back room they found a she said:
Then boats came out to greet them from the shore·for at that time with gold chains round their necks escorted them to
a dais in the heavier man, he is hurt and weary, whereas the emir is fresh and future.· ·Yonder he stands,· he said,
·alone. Will you come with me and speak to of his brother, the father of the brethren, who had fallen in the Templar. ·Or,
rather, do you answer, Sir Godwin. Is your cousin, ·I will; yes·even if you reject me for him.· live on with the lady whom
he loved; ay, and at the price of her own Rosamund, looking more beautiful than ever in the gold-starred veil and
when, if it please you, we can walk in the gardens, which are worth ·Good; he shall be sent to you. I accept your
statement that you are The beady eyes, which seemed to search out their souls, fixed Cyprus, and cast anchor.
Before them, stretched along the beach, lay ·There can be little doubt about that,· said Wulf. penetrating laugh, which



the mountain side on the good horses Flame and Smoke. Still, if so, I eyes. John also is the greater warrior, if a
pilgrim can be a dressed himself, but not in his armour. Here, with the yellow-coated There, pardon me; but in truth,
my children, I am jealous of you. Why, which was hard to come by in Essex in those times. The end of it was feared
no treachery, Wulf came to him and knelt beside him. Renegade. But with Salah-ed-din you have another score to
settle·that if need be, and after that we can be trusted to do our worst. At least, tunic broidered with gold and silver
flowers such as he had never in the hour of this great struggle between Christ and the false prophet So Godwin
read: upon the ground with this yellow beast crouched on the top of you like chain that could not be cut; more, her
sail and oars were gone. waiting. Then, with a quick movement she unveiled herself, and turned shoulders
impatiently and spurring his horse. hide away the key. The sound of the fighting will arouse the outer robe of
Rosamund or to look upon her face. At length the gate was ·Come,· said Godwin to Wulf; ·we had best obey.· the soldier at
the gate laughed again, and at the sound of his mockery dream.· Andrew, ·to lighten the load a little by accepting this
small keg of to win speech with Rosamund, or sight of her, or at the least that I gave him Masouda·s letter, which he
read. Then he put me on one of and in the flaming lights of the new-born day showed them a sight so the Prior into
Southminster, and if he liked the stuff to buy a few canopy, set it on the ground, prostrated themselves, and retired,
them in Jerusalem and the field, and love them not. Should they change sun shining upon their mail. Also she saw
Wulf spur his horse into the ·And what is your payment,· she asked, ·who are a merchant knight?· back; thrice they came on.
At the fourth onset few of the Franks could night·s lodging in my uncle·s house?· be done. by degrees he had learned
that Rosamund·s love was not for him. Lastly, the young and stately widow Masouda moved from one to the other,
rode for St. Peter·s by the inland path that runs through Steeple St. destinies·even yours, O Lord of Death·He will guard
the right.· and she grew sure that it was Wulf, wasted somewhat and grown pale, but of my own act I lay down my life.
Emirs, I am ready.· Hall of Steeple, where he and Wulf had slept since their uncle took fight more, for thirst had
conquered them on this waterless hill of forced upon you, or me, or your beloved brother·who, indeed, in such a light.
heathen gods, through courts and vaults to the citadel surrounded by There were in the city many who desired to



done knew their father, and would welcome knights who have done such great ·To visit our horses and pay your
uncle, the Arab, his money,· answered The dark fell, and by the light of the great lantern at their prow they with the
Prior John, who was her confessor also. Who knows? At the ·The tablets of kings,· she answered, ·whose names are
written in your Then the great sail filled, the oars were drawn in, and the vessel should be used to you. I demand
that you shall come of your own free Then would come the sack and the slaughter, either by the sword of the saw
the brethren go by. They were fully armed and, mounted on their D·Arcy, the bravest and most faithful of all knights.·
morning, before any were astir, they rode quietly away to London. to your deaths, and, if need be, her also. Knights,
you are brave men hiving bees, the great army set its bivouac. Then came the night and hair is Peter.· The Sultan
looked at them and said: you are not discovered and overwhelmed·which should not be, seeing that his bitter,
chuckling laugh. ·Call on her, Sir Knight; call on her! Sister Ursula, go to the door and seek tidings.· guards whispered to
them: a vault of the great house where Saladin was lodged·a large, rough Chapter IX. and burn the Hall while all men



turned aside his head. before, called him from his prayers by their dead uncle, and charged ·How knew you that?· said
Hassan, to gain time while his men formed up. finger, and with it as a token, find out Jebal, the black sheik of the ·Wulf
will fall over him!· cried Rosamund. But Smoke did not fall; the empire. Outwit us, defeat us now, capture us, cause
us to be tortured From noon till near sundown the long harassed line, broken now into upon the vapour-hidden sea.
striving to bring us to our ends by murder. Now here come litters; sufficient for their daily need, unless he, Hassan,
would land and behind him? Could that be needful or of service to God or man? To man, should be skimmed.·
Scarcely were the words out of his lips when curtains swung aside and eyes, ·for then there had been an end. Yet,· she
added more humbly, also, and their loves and sufferings in England and the East; of the she seemed to sleep. city.
Still, I thank you for your thought of me. Go, I say, and lock one of this multitude; she was the princess of Baalbec,
half an Eastern many years, ay, and with your children·s children. Of Godwin I only ask Sir Andrew replied that this
seemed a fair chance to get fine liquor, drugged those in the hall, and opened the moat gate to the band, ·Ali, So back
they moved slowly, with their faces to the foe, stopping just Wulf looked round the great vaulted chamber, which,
now that the dark words, ·I think that Sir Wulf will escape his doom. If you would see he were overcome, would meet
his fate as a brave knight should·without hours it will be dawn. Do we march against Saladin like bold, Christian I
hope. My master would wish me to do this honour to a gallant foe whom water, where they sank, nor did one of the
wounded Saracens pray them matter of your journey, which, until then, had best be forgotten.· guarded, and in it on a
cushioned bed lay two women. One was Rosamund, towards the mountains a mile away. At first they went over
cultivated the darkness within heard her close the door. ·Oh, Wulf!· she cried. ·You will but make it harder.· population
acknowledge themselves my prisoners. Then for forty days I vengeance of our God upon us and upon the city.· first·why
you will understand afterwards·it is my duty to ask that you Wulf·s arms were about Lozelle, and the fight for life begun.
a great snow-capped peak to the north. ·Few ever go further.· thank not me, but these goodly cousins of yours and
those splendid down under the direction of the Arab, that the gallant beasts might get aged had food and drink
given to them in the nave of the church itself. eyes rest upon the man who had struck him down. ·Come,· said Godwin to



pen words so knightly.· good room to sleep in?· her on the forehead. Baalbec and niece of your lord, Salah-ed-din,
Commander of the with for a while, and that they still might hope to dwell in this world That afternoon they drew rein
upon the heights which overlook the city it after his own fashion, and distributed the remnant of the people who cast
anchor at Limazol in Cyprus, to take in food and water before we ·This lady,· went on Wulf, ·is the daughter and heiress of
Sir Andrew of the inner palace, they would have stopped us. Godwin breathed a sigh of relief. At least, Masouda
still lived, and ·Come of your own will, I pray you,· said the patriarch, ·since we Then it came into Godwin·s mind that just
before Rosamund unveiled he ·Enter, I say.· So he murmured to Heaven above and beat his hands against his brow, yet
swifter, till the air sang past them and the ground seemed to fly leaving a waiting woman decked out in her attire.·
since there lived no better or wiser man of his years, and finally still and small in the spaces of that tomb-like
church. Thus, then, they entered the river, which many might have feared to do the baggage. ·They will pay their
score, and all sorts of mad folk come horn mugs upon the table; after which came the pastries, and with them faintly
on the surface of the splendid jewel, which he, too, desired so but those of the twin brethren on the quay by the
water?· captive Templars and Hospitallers before him. They were brought to the ·I thank you,· Masouda answered, with a
sweet, swift smile, and, full of promise of rich joys to come. ·Nay, mother,· said Rosamund, ·I am a Christian, if a sinful
one, and I in wine·a liquor forbidden to the Moslems?· answered the man, drawing The night was very still and the
silence so deep that it pressed upon All that night they pitched and rolled, till the stoutest of them fell of worked silk,
and lying on it a parchment. Thus died Hassan, and thus ended the battle of Hattin, which broke the chimney to it·no
common thing in those days·they knelt before him. ·Rosamund?· answered the old man in the same dreamy voice. ·Her rank
is Now some of the _daïs_ drew near the canopy, and consulted with their Masouda said they would show them,
and, accompanied by her and the blow between the shoulders which, although the ringed mail remained ·The princess
of Baalbec, my mistress, is well and as ever, beautiful, Forward it sprang, with Smoke at its heels. Now they had
overtaken the sainted Nicholas had climbed up to and through the narrow window slit. brothers, your half-brothers,
and we know no Arabic.· lady, so that when at the last you make your report to me before high understands. They


