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: contend that Michael stopped his wife’s therapy and used the money
(o pay lawyer’s fees in ap attempt to have his wife’s feeding tube removed. Terri’s
husband stated that he Wwanted to fulfill his wife’s wishes that she not be kept living in
4 Comatose or vegetative state. Her parents opposed having the tube removed, declaring
that she is not comatose byt rather appears to smile, blink, and is able to follow balloons
and her parents as Ihc_\ move about her room.

Physicians who examined Terri over the years indicated that she could respond to
pain, blink her eyes, and raise her leg when asked to do so. In 2003, a speech pathologist
stated that Terri uttered “stop™ in response to a medical procedure that was being done
to her. One doctor stated that she was not in a “persistent vegetative state,” based on
the evidence he found when he examined her.

Terri's feeding tube was removed as ordered by the court. There was a great amount
of media attention over her case, including a photo of Terri Schiavo smiling up at her
mother on the front page of many national newspapers. One week after the feeding tube
was removed, Governor Jeb Bush and the Florida legislature ordered that the feeding tube
be reinserted. It was. In fact, Terri’s feeding tube was removed and reinserted three times
before the final removal. She died 13 days after the feeding tube was removed, which was
1S years after her collapse at the age of 26, and seven years after her court battle began.




