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1.1 Why Is Inclusion Important for All Students? 5

Table 1.1 « Disability Categories

Definitions Adapted from IDEA 2004

Learning disability (called specific learning
disability in IDEA 2004)

Speech or language impairment

Other health impairments

Intellectual disabil
in IDEA 2004)

Emotional and behavioral disabilities (called
emotional disturbance in IDEA 2004).

ies (called mental retardation

Autism (often referred to as autism spectrum
disorders)

Multiple disabilities

Developmental delay

Characterized by difficulty making adequate academic progress in school, especially
in basic skill areas such as reading, writing, and/or mathematics.

Characterized by communication disorders (e.g., difficulty articulating certain
speech sounds or difficulty using or understanding words) that adversely affect
educational performance.

Includes students with a range of health impairments (e.g., epilepsy or diabetes)
that adversely affect educational performance. Attention-deficit/hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD) is included as part of this category.

A broad range of students, from those with mild to those with significant
impairments in intellectual and social/adaptive skills.

A broad range of students, including those who exhibit aggressive behavior and
those who have more internalized emotional disorders (e.g., pervasive unhappiness
or depression).

Characterized by a developmental disability that significantly affects verbal and
nonverbal communication and social interaction.

Includes students who have disabilities in more than one area (e.g., intellectual
disability and blindness, or intellectual disability and orthopedic impairment) that
often result in substantial impairments and significant educational needs.

Characterized by delays in physical, cognitive, communication, emotional, or
adaptive development. This category is used at the discretion of states and can
be used for students ages 3 through 9.
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Developmental delay Characterized by delays in physical, cognitive, communication, emotional, or
adaptive development. This category is used at the discretion of states and can
be used for students ages 3 through 9.

Hearing impairments and deafness Includes students who have hearing impairments (those who have some residual
hearing that may be used to understand oral speech) and those who are deaf
Q (those who lack such residual hearing).
3 Orthopedic impairments Includes students who have physical limitations and may use a wheelchair.

These students have a full range of intellectual abilities but may have difficulty
demonstrating this ability without specialized supports.

Visual impairments including blindness Includes students who are blind and students who have significant visual
impairments.
Traumatic brain injury Characterized by an acquired injury to the brain caused by an external physical
< force, resulting in a disability that adversely affects educational performance. >

This is the only category limited to students who acquire a disability after birth.

Deaf-blindness This is the smallest disability category and includes only individuals with significant
educational needs.

with disabilities, and most students who are identified with multiple disabilities and deaf-
blindness fall into this category. In addition, some students in several other categories (c.g.,
autism and incellectual disabilities) may be identified with significant disabilities.
About 8.3% of all students ages 3-21 in the United States are identified with dis-
abilities (U.S. Deparement of Education, 2015). Special education services and supports
are designed to meet the needs of these students. Several factors make instructional strate-
Iy gies used collaboratively by general and special educators effective, including the follow-
ing (Archer & Hughes, 2011; Kauffman & Hallahan, 2005; McLeskey & Waldron, 2011a): A
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