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Table 3.1 Questions to Consider When Developing a Research Study and Study
Rationale

* What do I intend/hope to accomplish by conducting this study? For example, do I intend to
improve something? Explain something? Understand sets of relationships between phenomena?

* What do I hope to understand or explain?

* Is the goal to evaluate effectiveness? If so, toward what goals and how are these defined?

* What guides the main goals of the study (e.g., wanting to refine a theory, improve a program,
goals with/for the setting and participants, inform my practice)?

* What guides the next layer of goals (e.g., specific career goals, interests in a topic, desire to
understand something better)?

* Who are my intended audiences for this study and why? What do I hope to share with these
audiences and why?

* What do I seek to learn, know, understand, and/or explain?
*  Why do I/we need to know, understand, or explain this?

* Who is the “we”? A specific field, subfield, or discipline? Multiple or intersecting fields or
disciplines? Which ones and why?

*  Why is this study worth conducting?

* What will this study contribute to the field(s) (e.g., filling in a gap in terms of focal context,
theory development, practical implications)?
What can/will this study contribute to theory, research, and/or practice?





