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very different matter when they were put on to other, tasks less spec-
tacular but more laborious still, such as the construction of the tiers of
seats in the Circus and the excavation of the Cloaca Maxima, or Great
Sewer, designed to carry off the sewage of the entire city by an under-
ground pipe-line. The magnitude of both these projects could hardly
be equalled by any work even of modern times. It was Tarquin’s view
. that an idle proletariat was a burden on the state, so in addition to the
major works I have mentioned he made use of some of the surplus
population by sending settlers out to Signia and Circeii. This had the
further advantages of increasing the extent of Roman territory and of
providing points of resistance against future attack either by land ot
sea, :

" About this time an alarming and ominous event occurred: a snake
slid ‘out from a crack in a wooden pillar in-the palace. Everyone ran
from it in a fright; even the king was scared, though in his case it was
not fear so much as foreboding. About signs and omens of public im-~

- port the custom had always been to consult only Etruscan sooth-
sayers; this, however, was a different matter: it was in the king's own
house that the portentous sight had been seen; and that, Tarquin felt,
justified the unusual step of sending to Delphi, to consult the most
famous oracle in the world. Unwilling to entrust the answer of the
oracle to anybody else, he sent on the mission two of his sons, Titus
and Arruns, who accordingly set out for Greece through country
which Roman feet had seldom trod and over seas which Roman ships
had never sailed. With them went Lucius Junius Brutus, son of the

: king’s sister Tarquinia.

Now Brutus had deliberately assumed a mask to hide his true char-
acter. When he learned of the murder by Tarquin of the Roman
aristocrats, one of the victims being his own brother, he had come to
the conclusion that the only way of saving himself was to appear in
the king’s eyes as a person of no account. If thete were nothing in his
character for Tarquin to fear, and nothing in his fortune to covet, then
the sheer contempt in which he was held would be a better protection
than his own rights could ever be. Accordingly he pretended to be a
half~wit and made no protest at the seizure by Tarquin of everything
he possessed. He even submitted to being known publicly as the ‘Dul-
lard” (which is what his name signifies), that under cover. of that
opprobrious title the great spirit which gave Rome her freedom might
be able to blde its time, On this occasion he was taken by Arruns and
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Titus to Delphi less as a companion than as a butt for their amuse-
ment; and he is said to have carried with him, as his gift to Apollo, 2
rod of gold inserted into a hollow stick of cornel-wood - symbolic, it
may be, of his own character, '

The three young men reached Delphi, and carried out the king’s
instructions. That done, Titus and Arruns found themselves unable
to resist putting a further question to the oracle. Which of them, they
asked, would be the next king of Rome? From the depths of the

* cavern came the mysterious answer: ‘He who shall be the firse to kiss

his mother shall hold in Rome supreme authority.” Titus and Arruns
were determined to keep the prophecy absolutely secret, to prevent
their other brother, Tarquin, who had been left in Rome, from
knowmg anything about it. Thus he, at any rate, would be out of the
running. For themselves, they drew lots to determine whlch of them,
on their return, should kiss his mother first.

Brutus, however, interpreted the words of Apollo’s priestess in a
different way. Pretending to trip, he fell flat on his face, and hns lips
touched the Earth — the mother of all living things.

Back in Rome, they found vigorous preparations in progress for
wat with the Rutuli. The chief town of the Rutuli was Ardea, and they
were a people, for that place and period, of very considerable wealth.’
Theitr wealth was, indeed, the reason for Tarquin’s preparations: he
needed money to repair the drain on his resources resulting from his
ambitious schemes of public bmldmg and he knew, moreover, that
the commons were growing ever more restive, not only in view of’
his tyrannical behaviour genem]ly but also, and especially, because
they had been so long employed in manual labour such as belonged
properly to slaves, and the distribution of plunder from a capturcd
town would do much to soften their resentment.

The ‘attempt was made to take Ardea by assault. It falled, sicge
operations were begun, and the army settled down into permanent
quarters. With litcle prospect of any decisive action, the war looked
fike being a long.one, and in these circumstances leave was granted,
quite naturally, with considerable frecdom, especially to officers. In-
decd, the young princes, at any rate, spent niost of their leisure enjoy-
ing themselves in entertainments on the most lavish scale, They were
drinking one day in the quarters of Sextus Tarquinius ~ Collatinus,
son of Egerius, was also present ~ when soméone chanced to mention
the subject of wives. Bach of.them, of course, extravagantly praised
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his own; and the rivalry got hotter and hotter, until Collatinus sud-
denly crled ‘Stop ! What nced is there of words, when in a few hours
“we can prove beyond doubt the incomparable superiority of my
Lucretia? We are all young and strong: why shouldn’t we ride to
Rome and see with our own eyes what kind of women our wives are?
There is no better. evidence, 1 assure you, than what a tnan finds when
be enters his wife’s room unexpectedly.’

They had all drunk a good deal, and the proposal appealed to them;

s0 they mounted their horses and galloped off to Rome, They reached

the city as dusk was falling; and there the wives of the royal princes
were found enjoying themselves with a group of young friends at a
dinner-party, in the greatest luxury. The riders then went on to Col-
latia, where they found Lucretia very differently employed: it was
ahcady late at night, but there, in the hall of her house, surrounded by
her busy maid-servants, she was still hard at work by lamplight upon
her spinning, " Which wife had won the contest in womanly virtue was
no longer in doubt. :

With all courtesy Lucretia rose to bid her husband and the princes
welcome, and Collatinus, picased with his success, invited his friends
to sup with him. It was at that fatal supper that Lucretia’s beauty, and
proven chastlty, kindled in Sextus Tarquinius the flame of lust, and
determined him to debauch her. '

Nothing further occurred that night. The little jaunt was over, and
the young men rode back to camp.

A few days later Sextus, without Collatinus’s knowledge, returned
with one companion to Collatia, where he was hospitably welcomed
in Lucretia’s house, and, after supper, escorted, like the honoured

visitor he was thought to be, to the guest-chamber, Here he waited .

~ till the house was asleep, and then, when all was quiet,. he drew his
sword and made his way to Lucretia’s room determined to rape her,
She was aslcep Laying his left hand on her breast, ‘Lucretia,’ lie
whtspercd not a sound! I am Sextus Tarquinius.. I am armed ~ if
you utter a word, I will kill you,’ Lucretia opened her eyes in terror;
death was imminent, no help at hand, Sextus urged his love, bcggcd
her to submit, pleadcd threatened, used every weapon that might
conquer a woman’s heart. But all in vain; not even the fear of death
could bend her will, ‘If death will not move you,” Sextus cried, * dis-
honoye shall. I will kill you first, then cut the throat of a slave and lay
his naked body by your side. Will they not believe that you have been
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caught in adultery with a servant — and paid the price?’ Even the most
resolute chastity could not have stood against this dreadful threat,

Lucretia yielded. Sextus enjoyed her, and rode away, proud of his
success. _

The unhappy gitl wrote to her father in Rome and to her hushand
in Ardea, urging them both to come at once with a trusted friend ~
and quickly, for a frightful thing had happened. Her father came with
Valerius, Volesus’s son, her husband with Brutus, with whom he was
returning to Rome when he was met by the messenger. They found
Lucretia sitting in her room, in deep distress. Tears rose to her eyes as
they entered, and to her husband’s question, ‘Is it well with you?' she
answered, ‘No, What can be well with 2 woman who has lost her
honour? In your bed, Collatinus, is the impress of another man. My
body only has been violated, My heart is innocent, and death will be
my witness. Give me your solemn promise that the adulterer shall be
punished — he is Sextus Tarquinius. He it is who last night came as'imy
venemy disguised as my guest, and took his pleasure of me. That
pleasure will be my death — and his, too, if you are men.’

The promise was given, One after another they tried to comfort
her. They told her she was helpless, and therefore innocent; that he
alone was guilty. It was the mind, they said, that sinned, not the body
without intention there could never be guilt. :

“What is due to him,’ Lucretia said, ‘is for you to decide. As for me
I am innocent of fault, but I will take my punishment. Never shall
Lucretia provide a precedent for unchaste women to escape what they
deserve.! With these words she drew a knife from under her robe,
drove it into her heart, and fell forward, dead. ‘

Her father and husband were overwhelmed with grief. While they
stood weeping helplessly, Brutus drew the bloody knife from Lu-
cretia’s body, and holding it before him cried: ‘By this girl’s blood -
none more chaste till a tyrant wronged her - and by thie gods, I swear
that with sword and fire, and whatever else can lend strength to my
arm, I will pursue Lucius T'quuinius the Proud, his wicked wife, and all
his children, and never again will I let them or any other man be
King in Rome.’ '

He put the knife into Collatinus’s hands, then passed it to Lucretius,
then to Valerius, All looked at him in astonishment; a miracle had
happened — he was a changed man. Obedient to his command, they
swore their oath. Grief was forgotten in the sudden surge of anger, and
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when Brutus called upon them to make war, from that instant, upon
the tyrant’s throne, they took him for their leader,

Lucretia’s body was carried from the house into the public square.
Crowds gathered, as crowds will, to gape and wonder - and the sight
was unexpected enough, and horrible enough, to attract them, Anger
at the criminal brutality of the king’s son and sympathy with the
father's grief stirred every heart; and when Brutus cried out that it
was time for deeds not tears, and urged them, like true Romans, to
take up arms against the tyrants who had dared to treat them as a
vanquished enemy, not a man amongst them could resist the call. The
boldest spirits offered themselves at once for service; the rest soon fol-
Jowed their lead. Lucretia’s father was left to hold Collatia; guards were
posted to prevent news of the rising from reaching the palace, and with
Brutus in command the armed populace began their march on Romc.

In the city the first effect of their appearance was alarm and con-
fus:on but the sight of Brutus, and others of equal distinction, at the
head of the mob, soon convinced people that this was, at least, no
mere popular dcmonstration Moreover the horrible story of Lucretia
had had hardly less effect in Rome than in Collatia. In a moment the
Porum, was packed, and the crowds, by Brutus’s order, were im-
medlately summoned to attend the Tribune of Knights - an office held'
at the time by Brutus himself. There, publicly throwing off the mask
under which he had hitherto concealed his real character and feelings,
'he made a speech painting in vivid colours the brutal and unbridled
lust of Sextus Tarquinius, the hideous rape of the innocent Lucretia
and her pitiful death, and the bereavement of her father, for whom
the cause of her death was an even bitterer and more dreadful thing

~than the death itself. He went on to speak of the king’s arrogant and
tyrannical behaviour; of the sufferings of the commons condemned to
labour undcrglound clearing or constructing ditches and sewers; of
* gallant Romans ~ soldiers who had beaten in battle all nc1g11b0ur1ng
peoples ~ robbed of theit swords and turned into stone-cutters and
artisans, He reminded them of the foul murder of Servius Tullius, of
the danghter who drove her carriage over her father’s corpse, in
violation of the most sacred of relationships — a crime which God
"alone could punish. Doubtless he told them of other, and worse,
things; brought to his mind. in the heat of the moment and by the
sense of this latest outrage, which still lived in his eye and pressed upon
hls heart; but a mere historian can hardly record them.,
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The effect of his words was immediate: the populace took fire, and
were brought to demand the abrogation of the king’s authority and
the exile of himself and his family.

With an armed body of voluntcers Brutus then marched for Ardea
to rouse the army to revolt. Lucretius, who some time previously had
been appointed by the king Prefect of the City, was left in command
in Rome. Tullia fled from the palace during the disturbances; where-
ever she went she was met with curses; everyone, men arid women
alike, called down upon her head the vengeance of the furies who
punish sinners against the sacred ties of blood.

When news of the rebellion reached Ardea, the king immediately

started for Rome, to restore order. Brutus got wind of his approach,
and changed his route to avoid meeting him, finally reaching Ardea
almost at the same moment as Tarquin arrived at Rome. Tarquin
found the city gates shut against him and his exile decreed, Brutus the
Liberator was enthusiastically welcomed by the troops, and Tarquin's
sons were expelled from the camp. Two of them followed their father

into exile at Caere in Etruria. Sextus Tarquinius went to Gabii-~ his |
own territory, as he doubtless hoped; but his previous record there of

robbery and violence had made him many enemies, who now took
their revenge and assassinated him.

Tarquin the Proud reigned for twenty-five years. The whole period
of monarchical government, from the founding of Rome to its libera-
tion, was 244 years. After the liberation two consuls were elected by

popular vote, ander the presidency of the Prefect of the City; the

voting was by ‘centuries’, according to the classification of Servius
Tuilius. The two consuls were Lucius Junius Brutus and Lucius Tar-
quinius Collatinus.
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