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(lasses. Each page was blank except for a pre

(blank)' or ‘My favorite food is (blanky’, or * “printed line that said ‘My favorite color is

My favorite story is (blank)’; students were

reacher, who had been Watchlng me in anticipation of this moment, Yeast? 1 said,
and she, barely suppressing her glee, said, “Yeah. And when I asked wh hi
favorite ani@al, he said, “It just makes the Category animal sezinin(j:e }ifn};Z?:zt:la; "
AL the, risk of suggesting that the category ‘woman'’ is somehow not interesting
enough without a transgender supplement, which is certainly not my intent, 1 have
1o confess that there is a sense in which ‘woman’, as a category of }};uman %Jerson—
hood, is indeed, for me, more interesting when we include transgender phenomena
within its rubric. The work required to encompass transgender within the bounds of
womanhood takes women’ studies, and queer feminist theorising, in important and
necessary directions. It takes us directly into the basic questions of the sex/gender
distinction, and of the concept of a sex/gender system, that lie at the heart of Anglo-
phone feminism. Once there, transgender phenomena ask us to follow basic femi-
nist insights to their logical conclusion (biology is not destiny, and one is not born a
woman, right?). And yet, transgender phenomena simultaneously threaten to refig-

ure the basic conceptual and representational framework within which the category

Wwoman' has been conventionally understood, deployed, embraced and resisted.

‘-—?éﬂlap?"g_ender’, transgender tells us, is not related to ‘sex’ in quite the same way
that an apple is related to the reflection of a red fruit in the mirror; it is not a mimetic
telationship. Perhaps ‘sex’ is a category that, like citizenship, can be attained by the

non-native residents of a particular location by following certain procedures. Perhaps
e level of individual psychobiography as

n can be grasped or accounted for by the

of Eurocentric modernity. And perhaps
der concerns is relevant to a great

gender has a more complex genealogy, at th
well as collective socio-historical process, tha
rrently dominant binary sex/gender model
Wd by grappling with transgen
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and men. Perhaps trang
many people, including nontransgendered \‘Momen T womEn's smdge“ des
discourses help us think in terms of embodied spec s a'b A s ies hy
traditionally tried to do, while also giving us 4 way‘to t e a syste
with multiple nodes and positions, as gender S[udles increasingly qi te: Us to do,
Perhaps(transgender studies) which emer ed in the ac;dem)Lade Oaﬁ_w
feminism and queer theory over the course of the Jast GECaEe O1 %, =55 3¢ ough
‘of as one _pxroduc_tﬁé_ﬁvgy to ‘queer the woman question.. = we deline_transgender

‘phenomena’ broadly as anything that disrupts of denaturalises normative gender, ang

hrough which normativity is produced 4 d

whi ntion to the processes LIIO S o i
atypicality achieves visibility, ‘transgender’ becomes an TRet 1bly usetul analyticy]

concept. What might ‘Lransg@ndsr.feminisml—-*ﬂffﬂmm'lsm; that focuses Of1 marginal-
ised gender expressions as well as normative ones—look like?

~As an historian of the United States, my training encourages me to approach cur-
rently salient questions by looking at the past through new eyes. QUEStiOHS that
matter now, historians are taught to think, are always framed by enabling conditions
that precede them. Thus, when [ want to know what transgender feminism might
be, 1 try to learn what it has already been. When 1 learned, for example, that the
first publication of the post-WWII transgender movement, 2 short-lived early 19505
magazine called Transvestia, was produced by a group calling itself The Society for
Equality in Dress (Meyerowitz 2002, 179), I not only saw that a group of male trans-
vestites in Southern California had embraced the rhetoric of first wave feminism and
applied the concept of gender equality to the marginalised topic of cross-dressing;
I also came to think differently about Amelia Bloomer and the antebellum clothing
reform movement. To the extent that breaking out of the conventional constructions
of womanhood is both a feminist and | transgender practice, what we might conceiv-
ably call transgende_ﬁem_i;r}_i_s_m arguably has been around since the ﬁrstqﬁﬁjl_nf__."éfj"heﬂ

nineteenth century.

Looking back, it is increasingly obvious that transgender phenomena are not lim-
ited to indivig_tuals who have ‘transgendered’ personal identities. Rather, tllgv_are sign-
posts that point to many different kinds of bodies and subjects, and they can help us_
gfsﬂgﬂegg_er - can function as part of a more extensive apparatus of social domina-
tion and control. Gender as a form of social control is not limited to the control of
bodies defined as ‘women’s bodies’, or the control of female reproductive capacities.
Because genders are categories through which we recognise the personhood of oth-

ers (as well as ourselves), because they are categories without which we have great
difﬁcul}y in recognising personhood at all, gender also functions as a ‘mechanism-of
control when some loss of gender status is threatened, or when claims of membership
M Why is it considered a heterosexist put-down to call some
lesbians mannish? Why, if a working-class woman does certain kinds of physically de-
manding labour, or if a middle-class woman surpasses a certain level of professional
accomplishment, is their feminine respectability called into question? Stripping awz
gender, and misattributing gggglﬁepjrgﬂrac;ipes of@Hm and
;_Lhey operate by Eﬁransgender stigma _

to various unruly bodies and subject positions, not just to ‘transgendered’ ones.’ . .-
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gender 15SUES also engage many of the foundational questions in the social
scienc aﬂd. llfﬁ S;:;E:S;S_ they Pe_rlain to feminist inquiry. The biological body.
b h is typica Yd l ed to be a smg}e organically unified natural object charac-
erise one alrll d‘?“ y ofne of K, évallable sex statuses, is demonstrably no such
hing The §o-caf el s;x 2 Ehff body’ is an interpretive fiction that narrates a complex
amalgamanpn 0 }% an SE_thatlons and reproductive organs, chromosomes and genes,
10 hlz)log“:ﬁ‘1 c alfactensucs and physiognomic features. There are far more than
viable aggregations of sexed bodily being, At what cost, for what purposes and
rough what r}lean? do o collapse this diversity of embodiment into the social cate-
gories \woman’ and ‘man ? How dogs the psychical subject who forms in this material
context become aware of itself, of its embodied situation, of its position in language,
{amily 0T soc1jety?‘ Ho:w does it learn to answer to one or the other of the two personal
pmnouns ‘he’ or ‘she’, and to recognise ‘it’ as a disavowed option that forecloses per-
conhood? HOW do these processes vary from individual to individual, from place to
place, and from time Lo time?. These are questions of importance to feminism, usually
relega[ed to the domains of biology and psychology, that transgender phenomena can
help uS think through. }[TanSgender feminism gives us another axis, along with crit-
jcal race studies or disability studies, to learn more about the ways in which bodily
difference becomes the basis for socially constructed hierarchies, and helps us see in
ew ways how we are all inextricably situated, through the inescapable necessity of
our OWI bodies, in terms of race, sex, gender or ability.

For all the reasons 1 have suggested, transgender phenomena are interesting for
ferninisim, women’s studies, gender studies, sexuality studies, and so forth. But
interesting, by itself, is not enough, when hard decisions about budgets and staffing
have to be made in academic departments, priorities and commitments actualised
through classroom allocations and affirmative action hiring. Interesting also has to be
important, and transgender is rarely considered important. A transgender
is thought to name only a largely ir_ne_l_e_\gg_t_c_:}gss of phenomena that occupy the mar-
ginal fringe of the hegemonic gender categories man and woman, OT else it is seen
= one of the later, minor accretions to the gay and lesbian movement, along with

hisexual and intersexed. At best, transgender is considered a portent of a future that
1 and Interst

seems to await us, for good or il But it remains a canary in the cultural coal mine,

not an analytical workhorse for pulling down the patriarchy and other associated so-

cial ills. As long as transgender is conceived as the fraction of a fraction of a fraction

of a movement, as long as it 1 thought to represent only some inconsequential out-
liers in a bigger and more important set of data, there is very little reason to support
transgender concerns at the institutional level. Transgender will always lose by the
numbers, The transgender community is tiny. In (so-called) liberal democracies that
measure political strength by the number of votes or the number of dollars, trans-
gender does not count for much, or add up to a lot. But ghere’is aniother way to think
about the importance of transgender concerns at this moment in our history.

~ One measure of an issues potential is not how many people directly identify with
itbut, rather, how many other issues it can be linked with in a productive fashion.
How, in other words, can an issue be articulated, in the double sense of ‘articulation,’

Trans
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der intellectual, How many issU€® can

category transgender?
To the extent that I
ence the same misogyny 5 o

man (which happens every n°
toward gay men — both forms of op

cultural devaluation of the femir;ifﬂlt;-1 M
i itself throu, . )
apparent o others, manifests is constructed, in part, through visuality

' the same way that race .
ﬁésgéif’;zdniﬁciul;h the samz way that the beauty Sysifgl ;iir;[;; by Privileg.
ing certain modes of appearance. My transsexuel body is 1b : 1?“"“ other
bodies, and while this difference does not jmpair me, 1t has. een medica '1se d.and |
am sometimes disabled by the social oppression that takes aim at the specific form of
my difference. Because 1 am formally classified as a person Wi‘th a psychopathology
known as Gender Identity Disorder, I am subject to the social stigma ?@Ched |
tal illness, and I am more yulnerable to unwanted medical—psychxemc interventions,
Because changing personal identification documents is an expensive and drawn-out
affair, 1 have spent part of my life as an d worker. Because identifica-

undocumente
tion documents such as drivers licenses and passports are coded with multiple levels
of information, including previous names ail

d ‘AKAs', my privacy, and perhaps my
personal safety, is at risk every time I drive to0 fast or cross a border. When 1 travel I
always have to ask myself whether some aspect of my appearance, some bit of data
buried in the magnetic strip on some piece of pl

h is most of the time), 1 expey;
n. and to the extent that I am perceived as;
‘ ) A experience the homophobia diTetled
in my experience, being rooted i ,
gender status, to the extent that i j
pearance of my bodily surface ang

whic
am perceived a5 a woman (
ther wome

astic with my picture on it, will cre-
? In this era of terror and security we areall

ate suspicion and result in my detention:
e of us have more to fear from the state than

surveyed
others. Staying home, however, does not make me safer. 1f I risk arrest by engaging

in non-violent demonstrations, or violent political protest, the incarceration complex
would not readily accommodate my needs; even though I am a post-operative male-
te—female transsexual, [ could wind up in a men’s prison where I would be at extreme
nsk_ of rape and sexual assault. Because I am transgendered, 1 am more likely to ex-

Flinlence dlsenmmauonl in housing, employment and access to health care, and more
ikely to experience violence. T i S

; y p g o hese are not abstract issues: I have lost jobs, and not
een offered jobs, because I am transgendered. I have had

rooms in disgust; I have had more trouble fi A

¥ u 1 i i
am transgendered: [ h e finding and retaining housing because I
Hhr gendere 1, ave had my home burglarised and my property vandalised and
ave been as ’
saulted, because I am transgendered.

Let me recapit what [ ¢
an personally articul »
T ; nally articulate through transgender: misog:
Y_I_lj_z:,_,____phabla, racism, looksism, disability, medical MET e _
chiatrisation, undocumented lahour. border oo medical colonisation, coercive psy=
profiling, the prison-industrial co ’1mcﬂm—r-‘lla state surveillance, population
complex, employment discrimination, housing dis-

criminati

Cn__mle‘;a[T_E’ki _ssi_.__Ja‘;sks i—-_u—gﬂiﬁ.shgakh denial of access to social services, and violent hate
i re my i e e -

come Y 18sues, not because 1 think it is chic to bem
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rogressive These lSSLllL‘IS are
ighly L’ducalt?d org cmlzen of the United gy, llm I feel guilty about being white,
cause MYy bodily being lives 1}, oo These issues are my issues, not be-
e it m)f mouth speals : >C 155ues intersect. | articulate these
pody knows_;. Itis by winnip ' mi_nd puts together from what my
[or me SUrvives —or by losing them, thay Al ¢S€ Issues that my body as it is lived
o _M@EEEQ@?L@EQ& fobe bt of . i _d]e. I these issues are your is as
e o ourintellecwal and political agenda. I is
Jconclude now with some
ation, the one mentioned jp, my title, which j
or join [ogether, feminist ang queer projects, *
: Ommgnitles anq feminism by, the kind of kﬁowledge
is precisely the kind of knowledge tha vwe desperatel
Trans is not a ‘sexual identity’, and therefg
That is, ‘transgender’ does not describe a sexy
ual, heterosexual or asexual), nor are transge
iansgender people in the same way that |
gay men [0 other gay men. fransgender sty
1058 the‘categorles. of sexgal identity# Neither is transgender (at least currently, in
Furocentric n-.lodernlt.y} an identity term like ‘womnan’ Or ‘man’ that names a gender
category mthm a social system. Itisg way of being a man or a woman, or a way of
marking resistance to those terms Transgender analyses of gender oppression and’
hierarchy, unlike more normative feminist analyses, are not primarily concerned with
the differential operations of power upon particular identity categories that create
inequalities within gender systems, but rather with how the system itself produces a
multitude of possible positions that it then works to centre or to marginalise.
Transgender practices and identities are a form of@cﬂder tm@ in that they call
attention to contradictions in how we tend to think about geg@@_[g_@ﬁ_%ﬂﬁé?}&a_hﬂf-
But the transgender knowledges that emerge from these R N
[ want to argue, can yoke together queer and feminist projects in a way that helps
break the impasse of identity politics that has so crippled progressive movements in
the United States. Since the early 1970s, progressive politics have fragmented along
identity lines practically to the point of absurdity. While it U doubtedly.has b.e.en
vital over the past few decades of movement history to enunciate .the particularities
of all our manifold forms of bodily being in the world, it is equally important that we

now find new ways of articulating our commonalities without falling into the equally
dead-end logic of totalising philosophies and programmes. . -
Transgender studies offers us one critical methodology for '[hmimg t?lro;llg the
diverse particularities of our embodied lives, as well fc.)r thmkmlg ]g lroug the lgom,
monalities we share through our mutual enmeshment in rri?re globa s;;s]:tjzfts;sh ;?;
tionary political movements have heen very effective 1r1r11 te. 1{1’15522?23? e
oy amily, religion, g \XFffWhI?twvii,rilgna:)ft oi:r::cfllective future, need to
{’EET;I;Z[ ol i Wh"o havzr?eslt;arf link us in ways that advance the cause of
equally adept in telling st

houghts on yet

that emerges from this linkage
¥y need in the larger social arena.
re fits awkwardly in the LGBT rubric.
al orientation (like homosexual, bisex-
nder people typically attracted to other
esbians are attracted to other lesbians, or
tus is more like race or class, in that it cuts~
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justice, and that hold (orth the promise of happy E“dlﬂ_gﬁ for all our striyj,.
transgender issues into wormen’s studies, and into feminist movemen, bUifdtﬁ fngy,

concrete way to be engaged in that imgortan[ work. | gy
While it is politically necessary to include transge.nder issues in {eminigl
rising and organising, it is not intellectga]ly resp?nsﬂal?, nor ethically defe [-heu‘
to teach transgender studies In 2cademic women’s studies without hej, nsibj,
in peer-to-peer conversations with various sorts of trans- and genderqueer egage d
Something crucial is lost when academically based feminists fail to Suppor [UPE,
gender inclusion in the academic workplace. Genderqu.eer youth who hay, i I;ans‘
age alter the ‘queer 90s’ are now passing through the hlgher- ?ducation S e
they increasingly fail to recognise the applicability of prevailing modes of fErr;'am
discourse for their own lives and experiences. How we each live our b Inig;

diES in the

world is a vital source of knowledge for us all, and to teach trans studies Withy
G 1 : i
being in dialogue with trans peop t

le is akin to teaching race studies only frq
position of whiteness, 0T gender studies only from a position of masculinity V\Tha
is transgender not a category targeted for affirmative action in hiring, and Valueg
the same way that racial diversity 15 valued? It is past time for feminists who by,
imagined that transgender issues have not been part of their own concerns o tak:
a long, hard look in the mirror. What in their own constructions of self, their gy
experiences of gender, prevents their recognition of transgender people as being
somehow like themselves — as people engaged in parallel, intersecting, and over-
lapping struggles, who are n

ot fundamentally Other?
Transgender phenomena now present quUeer figures on the horizon of feminist vis-
ibility. Their calls for attention are too 0

ften received, however, as an uncomfortable
solicitation from an alien and unthinkable monstrosity best left somewhere outside
the village gates. But justice, when we first feel its claims upon us, typically points
us toward a future we can scarcely imagine. At the historical moment when racial
slavery in the United States at long last became morally indefensible, and the nation
plunged into civil war, what did the future of the nation look like? When greenhouse
gas emissions finally become equally morally indefensible, what shape will a post-
oil world take? Transgender issues make similar claims of justice upon us all, and
promise equally unthinkable transformations.’ Recognising the legitimacy of these
claims will change the world, and feminism along with it, in ways we call now hardly

fathom. It is about time.



