/; A Question of Perspective
Matvinas

Only in recent decades have alter-
native views of the globe made
their way into maps. In 1974, Amo
o Peters offered a projection that cor-
{ARGENTINA rected Gerhardus Mercator’s 1569
map of the world, which placed the
equator deep in the bottom half of
the map, thus distorting the size of
the Northern Hemisphere, In 1982,
Jesse Levine created a “turnabout
map” of the Western Hemisphere,
with its view from the south.
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The Anglo-Saxon and the World's Future

Josiah Strong

Josiah Strong, a Congregational minister, advocated rapid territorial expansion
of the United States based on Darwinism, Protestantism, and the supposed su-
periority of the Anglo-Saxon “race.” North America, according to Strong, “is to
be the great home of the Anglo-Saxon, the principal seat of his power, the cen-
ter of life and influence." In 1885 Strong published his ideas in the book Our
Country, which sold more than 167,000 copies. Strong believed the United
States would take over the world and that “the powerful race will move down
upon Mexico, down upon Central and South America, out upon the islands of the
sea, over upon Africa and beyond.”! John Fiske and Senator Albert Beveridge of
Indiana echoed Strong’s views; Admiral Alfred T. Mahan and President
Theodore Roosevelt would build naval and political strategies based on his
ideas. Strong’s ideology is remarkable considering that racism, religion, sci-
ence, and imperialism converge, reflecting both popular and academic thinking
at the time.

Every race which has deeply impressed itself on the human family has been the
representative of some great idea—one or more —which has given direction to
the nation’s life and its form of civilization. Among the Egyptians this seminal
idea was life, among the Persians it was light, among the Hebrews it was pu-
rity, among the Greeks it was beauty, among the Romans it was law. The Anglo-
Saxon is the representative of two great ideas, which are closely related. One of
them is that of civil liberty. Nearly all of the civil liberty in the world is enjoyed
by Anglo-Saxons: the English, the British colonists, and the people of the
United States. To some, like the Swiss, it is permitted by the sufferance of their
neighbors; others, like the French, have experimented with it; but, in modern
times, the people whose love of liberty has won it, and whose genius for self-
government has preserved it, have been Anglo-Saxons. The noblest races have
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20 Josiah Strong

always been lovers of liberty. That love ran strong in early German blood, and
has profoundly influenced the institutions of ail branches of the great German
family; but it was left for the Anglo-Saxon branch fully to recognize the right
of the individual to himseif, and formally to declare it the foundation stone of
government.

The other great idea of which the Anglo-Saxon is the exponent is that of a
pure spiritual Christianity, It was no accident that the great reformation of the
sixteenth century originated among a Teutonic, rather than a Latin people. It
was the fire of liberty burning in the Saxon heart that flamed up against the ab-
solutism of the Pope. Speaking roughly, the peoples of Europe which are Celtic
are Catholic, and those which are Teutonic are Protestant; and where the Teu-
tonic race was purest, there Protestantism spread with the greatest rapidity. But,
with rare and beautiful exceptions, Protestantism on the continent has degener-
ated into mere formalism. By confirmation at a certain age, the state churches
are filled with members who generally know nothing of a personal spiritual ex-
perience. In obedience to a military order, a regiment of German soldiers files
into church and partakes of the sacrament, Just as it would shoulder arms or
obey any other word of command. It is said that, in Berlin and Leipsic, only a
little over one percent of the Protestant population are found in church. Protes-
tantism on the continent seems to be about as poor in spiritual life and power
as Catholicism, That means that most of the spiritual Christianity in the world
is found among Anglo-Saxons and their converts; for this is the great mission-
ary race, If we take all of the German missionary societies together, we find
that, in the number of workers and amount of contributions, they do not equal
the smallest of the three great English missionary societies. The year that Con-
gregationalists in the United States gave one dollar and thirty-seven cents per
caput to foreign missions, the members of the great German State Church gave
only three-quarters of a cent per caput to the same cause. Evidently it is chiefly
to the English and American peoples that we must look for the evangelization
of the world.

It is not necessary to argue to those for whom I write that the two great needs
of mankind, that all men may be lifted up into the light of the highest Christian
civilization, are, first, a pure, spiritual Christianity, and, second, civil liberty.
Without controversy, these are forces which, in the past, have contributed most
to the elevation of the human race, and they must continue to be, in the future,
the most efficient ministers to the progress. Tt follows, then, that the Anglo-
Saxon, as the great representative of these two ideas, the depositary of these two
greatest blessings, sustains peculiar relations to the world’s future, is divinely
commissioned to be, in a peculiar sense, his brother’s keeper. Add to this the fact
of his rapidly increasing strength in modern times, and we have well nigh a
demonstration of his destiny. In 1700 this race numbered less than 6,000,000
souls. In 1800, Anglo-Saxons (I use the term somewhat broadly to include all
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English-speaking peoples) had increased to about 20,509,000, an.d ir? 1880 they
numbered nearly 100,000,000, having multiplied alrnos.t flvg-fold inei ghty years.
At the end of the reign of Charles II, the English color‘nsts in Amenca numbered
200,000. During these two hundred years, our population has increased two hun-
dred and fifty-fold. And the expansion of this race has beep no less Femark'able
than its multiplication. In one century the United States l?as increased its te.rrl.tory
ten-fold, while the enormous acquisition of foreign territory by (.}rea't Brltam.—
and chiefly within the last hundred years—is wholly unp.aralleled in history. ’I_'h1s
mighty Anglo-Saxon race, though comprising only one-fifteenth part of mankind,
now rules more than one-third of the earth’s surface, and more than one-fourth of
its people. And if this race, while growing from §,QO0,000 to 100,000,000, thu.s
gained possession of a third portion of the earth, is it to be supposed that when it
numbers 1,000,000.,000, it will lose the disposition, or lack the power to extend
its sway?

This race is multiplying not only more rapidly than any other European
race, but far more rapidly than all the races of continental Europe. There is no
exact knowledge of the population of Europe early in the century; we know,
however, that the increase on the continent during the ten years from 1870 to
1880 was 6.89 percent. If this rate of increase is sustained for a century (and
it is more likely to fall, as Europe becomes more crowded), the population on
the continent in 1980 will be 534,000,000; while the one Anglo-Saxon race,
if it should multiply for a hundred years as it increased from 1870 to 1880,
would, in 1980, number 1,343,000,000 souls; but we cannot reasopab]y ex-
pect this ratio of increase to be sustained so long. What, then., will be the
probable numbers of this race a hundred years hence? In attempting to answer
this question, several things must be borne in mind. Heret‘oforle, the great
causes which have operated to check the growth of population in the world
have been war, famine, and pestilence; but, among civilized peoples, the:se
causes are becoming constantly less operative. Paradoxical as it seems, the. in-
vention of more destructive weapons of war renders war less destru?tlve;
commerce and wealth have removed the fear of famine, and pestilence is be.—
ing brought more and more under control by medical skill and sanitary sci-
ence. Moreover, Anglo-Saxons, with the exception of the peopl.e of Great
Britain, who now compose only a little more than one-third of this race, are
much less exposed to these checks upon growth thal?l the races of Europe.
Again, Europe is crowded and becoming more so, which will tend to reduce
continually the ratio of increase; while nearly two—thil."ds of the Anglo-Saxons
occupy lands which invite almost unlimited expansion—the United Stat.es,
Canada, Australia, and South Africa. Again, emigration from Europe, which
is certain (o increase, is chiefly into Anglo-Saxon countries; while these for—
eign elements exert a modifying influence on the Anglo-Saxon stock, their
descendants are certain to be Anglo-Saxonized. From 1870 to 1880, Germany
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lost 987,000 inhabitants by emigration; in one generation, their children will
be counted Anglo-Saxons. This race has been undergoing an unparalleled ex-
pansion during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and the conditions for
its continued growth are singularly favorable.

We are now prepared to ask what light statistics cast on the future. In Great
Britain, from 1840 to 1850, the ratio of increase of the population was 2 49 per-
cent; during the next ten years, it was .60 and from 1870 to 1880, it was 10.57
percent. That is, for forty years the ratio of increase has been rapidly rising. Tt is
not unlikely to continue rising for some time to come; but, remembering that the

n is dense, in making our estimate for the next hundred years, we will

populatio
suppose the ratio of increase to be only one-half as large as that from 1870 to

1880, which would make the population in 1980, 57,000,000. All the great
colonies of Britain, except Canada, which has a great future, show a very high
ratio of increase in population; that of Australia, from 1870 to 1880, was 56.50
percent; that of South Africa was 73.28. 1t is quite reasonable to sUppose that the
colonies, taken together, will double their population once in twenty-five years
for the next century. In the United States, population has, on average, doubled
once in twenty-five years since 1685. Adopting this ratio, then, for the English
colonies, their 11,000,000 in 1880 will be 176,000,000 in 1980. [. . .1 It is not
unlikely that, before the close of the next century, this race will outnumber ail
the other civilized races of the world. Does it not look as if God were not only
preparing in our Anglo-Saxon civilization the die with which to stamp the peo-
ples of the earth, but as if he were also massing behind that die the mighty power
with which to press it? My confidence that this race is eventually to give its ¢iv-
ilization to mankind is not based on mere numbers—China forbid! 1 look for-
ward to what the world has never yet seen united in the same race; viz., the great-
est numbers, and the highest civilization.

There can be no reasonable doubt that North America is to be the great home
of the Anglo-Saxon, the principal seat of his power, the center of life and influ-
ence. Not only does it constitute seven-elevenths of his possessions, but his em-
pire is unsevered, while the remaining four-elevenths are fragmentary and scat-
tered over the earth. Australia will have a great population; but its disadvantages,
as compared with North America, are to0 manifest to need mention. Our conti-
nent has room and resources and climate, it lies in the pathway of nations, it be-

longs to the zone of power, and already, among Anglo-Saxons, do we lead in
population and wealth. Of England, Franklin once wrote: “That pretty island
which, compared to America, is but a stepping-stone in a brook, scarce enough
of it above water to keep one’s shoes dry.” England can hardly hope t0 maintain
her relative importance among Anglo-Saxon peoples when her “pretty island” is
the home of only one-twentieth part of that race. With the wider distribution of

wealth, and increasing facilities of intercourse, inte

lligence and influence ar¢ :'
less centralized, and peoples become more homogeneous; and the more neatly 4

The Anglo-Saxon and the World's Future 23

homogeneous peoples are, the more do numbers tell. America is to have th

great preponderance of numbers and of wealth, and by the logic of events 'lei
follow the scepter of controlling influence. This will be but the consumm ?“

of a movement as old as civilization—a result to which men have lookedaf1 -
ward for centuries. John Adams records that nothing was “more ancient in l(?_
memory than the observation that arts, sciences, and empire had traveled WesltS
ward; and in Fonversation it was always added that their next leap would be :
the Atlan.tlc into America.” He recalled a couplet that had been “inscribec(i) o
rather drilled, into a rock on the shore of Monument Bay in our old o
Plymouth: colony of

“The Eastern nations sink, their glory ends,
And empire rises where the sun descends.’”

The br'illiant Galiani, who foresaw a future in which Europe should be ruled
by Ar'nenca, wrote, during the Revolutionary War, “I will wager in favor ef
Amerl-ca, for the reason merely physical, that for 5,000 years genius has tumod
oPp051te to the diurnal motion, and traveled from the East to the West.” Coue t
d A}'anda, after signing the Treaty of Paris of 1773, as the represenéative n’f
Spain, wroteT his king: “This Federal Republic is born a pigmy Ada f;l
come when 1.t wi.ll be.: a giant, even a colossus formidable in the'sc: <‘:c‘>untrigs Yf]
EuAdam Smith, in his “Wealth of Nations,” predicts the transfer of empire f.rom

rope to Arpenca. The traveler, Burnaby, found, in the middle of the last ce
tary, thgt an idea had “entered into the minds of the generality of mankind thn_
empire is traveling westward; and everyone is looking forward with ea e, ac:
impatient expectation to that destined moment when America is to give %h; ?;w
i: ht(l)lfe ie:rtltgf the Wf)rld.” .Charie.:s Sumner wrote of the “coming time when the
o ogréeﬁt'i)wuh all its various s_tates, shall be a Plural Unit, with one Con-
o more’puissal ter}t}y, and One Destiny,” and when “the national example will
reeds 1o o0 h:t,t an army Or navy folr t'h'e conquest of the world.” It surely
e s (?n Of; eye Fo see that the civilization of the United States is to be
e United S me;:]lca, and that the future of the confinent is ours. In 1880,
and if the oo ats_ the home of more than one-half of the Anglo-Saxon race;
Wil b hove o1 Enda 1;ms already given are correct, a much larger proportion
Loast » thovsans mi{f’ years henc‘e. It has been shown that we have room for at

ions. According to recent figures, there is in France a pop-

g ilatio
Ulation of 180.88 to the square mile; in Germany, 216.62; in England and

ales, 42 . ,
ko 122% Ilfn Belgium, 481.71; in the United States—not including
. this S;ide:, foif population were as dense as that of France, we should
of Alaska, 537,000,000; if as dense as that of Germany
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But we are to have not only the larger portion of the Anglo-Saxon race for
generations to come, we may reasonably expect to develop the highest type of
Anglo-Saxon civilization. If human progress follows a law of development, if

“Time’s noblest offspring is the last,”
our civilization should be the noblest; for we are
“The heirs of all the ages in the foremost files of time,”

and not only do we occupy the latitude of power, but our land is the last to be
occupied in that latitude. There is no other virgin soil in the North Temperate
Zone. If the consummation of human progress is not to be looked for here, if
there is yet to flower a higher civilization, where is the soil that is to produce it?
Whipple says: “There has never been a great migration that did not result in a
new form of national genius.” Qur national genius is Anglo-Saxon, but not Eng-
lish, its distinctive type is the result of a finer nervous organization, which is cer-
tainly being developed in this country. *“The history of the world’s progress from
savagery to barbarism, from barbarism to civilization, and, in civilization, from
the lower degrees toward the higher, is the history of increase in average
longevity, corresponding to, and accompanied by, increase of nervousness.
Mankind has grown to be at once more delicate and more enduring, more sensi-
tive to weariness and yet more patient of toil, impressible but capable of bearing
powerful irritation; we are woven of finer fiber, which, though apparently frail,
yet outlasts the coarser, as rich and costly garments oftentimes wear better than
those of rougher workmanship.” The roots of civilization are the nerves; and
other things being equal, the finest nervous organization will produce the high-
est civilization. Heretofore, war has been almost the chief occupation of strong
races. England, during the past sixty-eight years, has waged some seventy-seven
wars. John Bright said recently that, during Queen Victoria’s reign,
$750,000,000 had been spent in war and 68,000 lives lost. The mission of the
Anglo-Saxon has been largely that of the soldier; but the world is making
progress, we are leaving behind the barbarism of war; as civilization advances,
it will learn less of war, and concern itself more with the arts of peace, and for
these the massive battle-ax must be wrought into tools of finer temper. The phys-
ical changes accompanied by mental, which are taking place in the people of the
United States, are apparently to adapt men to the demands of a higher civiliza-
tion. But the objection is here interposed that the “physical degeneracy of Amer-
icans” is inconsistent with the supposition of our advancing to a higher civiliza-
tion. Professor Huxley, when at Buffalo he addressed the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, said he had heard of the degeneration of the
original American stock, but during his visit to the states he had failed to per-
ceive it. We are not, however, in this matter, dependent on the opinion of even
the best observers. During the War of the Confederacy, the Medical Department
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of the Provost Marshal General’s Bureau gathered statistics from the examina-
tion of over half a million of men, native and foreign, young and old, sick and
sound, drawn from every rank and condition of life, and, hence, fairly repre-
senting the whole people. Dr. Baxter’s Official Report shows that our native
whites were over an inch taller than the English, and nearly two-thirds of an
inch taller than the Scotch, who, in height, were superior to all other foreigners.
At the age of completed growth, the Irish, who were the stoutest of the for-
eigners, surpassed the native whites, in girth of chest, less than a quarter of an
inch. Statistics as to weight are meager, but Dr. Baxter remarks that it is per-
haps not too much to say that the war statistics show “that the mean weight of
the white native of the United States is not disproportionate to his stature.”
Americans were found to be superior to Englishmen not only in height, but also
in chest-measurement and weight, Such facts afford more than a hint that the
higher civilization of the future will not lack an adequate physical basis in the
people of the United States.

Mr. Darwin is not only disposed to see, in the superior vigor of our people, an
illustration of his favorite theory of natural selection, but even intimates that the
world’s history thus far has been simply preparatory for our future, and tributary
to it. He says: “There is apparently much truth in the belief that the wonderful
progress of the United States, as well as the character of the people, are the re-
sults of natural selection; for the more energetic, restless, and courageous men
from all parts of Europe have emigrated during the last ten or twelve generations
to the great country, and have there succeeded best. L.ooking at the distant fu-
ture, I do not think that the Rev. Mr. Zincke takes an exaggerated view when he
says: ‘All other scries of events—as that which resulted in the culture of mind
in Greece, and that which resulted in the Empire of Rome—only appear to have
purpose and value when viewed in connection with, or rather as subsidiary to,
the great stream of Anglo-Saxon emigration to the West.””

There is abundant reason to believe that the Anglo-Saxon race is to be, is, in-
deed, already becoming, more effective here than in the mother country. The
marked superiority of this race is due, in large measure, to its highly mixed ori-
gin. Says Rawlinson: “It is a general rule, now almost universally admitted by
ethnologists, that the mixed races of mankind are superior to the pure ones”; and
adds: “Even the Jews, who are so often cited as an example of a race at once pure
and strong, may, with more reason, be adduced on the opposite side of the argu-
ment.” The ancient Egyptians, the Greeks, and the Romans were all mixed races.
Among modern races, the most conspicuous example is afforded by the Anglo-
Saxons. Mr. Green's studies show that Mr. Tennyson’s poetic line,

“Saxon and Norman and Dane are we,”

must be supplemented with Celt and Gaul, Welshman and Irishman, Frisian and
Flamand, French Huguenot and German Palatine. What took place a thousand
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years ago and more in England again transpires today in the United States. “His-
tory repeats itself”’; but, as the wheels of history are the chariot wheels of the
Almighty, there is, with every revolution, an onward movement toward the goal
of his eternal purposes. There is here a new commingling of races; and, while
the largest injections of foreign blood are substantially the same elements that
constituted the original Anglo-Saxon admixture, so that we may infer the gen-
eral type will be preserved, there are strains of other bloods being added, which,
if Mr. Emerson’s remark is true, that “the best nations are those most widely re-
lated,” may be expected to improve the stock, and aid it to a higher destiny. If
the dangers of immigration, which have been pointed out, can be successfully
met for the next few years, until it has passed its climax, it may be expected to
add value to the amalgam which will constitute the new Anglo-Saxon race of the
New World. Concerning our future, Herbert Spencer says: “One great result is,
1 think, tolerably clear. From biological truths it is to be inferred that the even-
tual mixture of the allied varieties of the Aryan race, forming the population, will
produce a more powerful type of man than has hitherto existed, and a type of
man more plastic, more adaptable, more capable of undergoing the modifica-
tions needful for complete social life. I think, whatever difficulties they may
have to surmount, and whatever tribulations they may have to pass through, the
Americans may reasonably look forward to a time when they will have produced
a civilization grander than any the world has known.” [. . .]

Some of the stronger races, doubtless, may be able to preserve their integrity;
but, in order to compete with the Anglo-Saxon, they will probably be forced to
adopt his methods and instruments, his civilization and his religion. Significant
movements are now in progress among them. While the Christian religion was
never more vital, or its hold upon the Anglo-Saxon mind stronger, there is tak-
ing place among the nations a widespread intellectual revolt against traditional
beliefs. “In every corner of the world,” says Mr. Foude, “there is the same phe-
nomenon of the decay of established religions. . . . Among Mohammedans, Jews,
Buddhists, Brahmins, traditionary creeds are losing their hold. An intellectual
revolution is sweeping over the world, breaking down established opinions, dis-
solving foundations on which historical faiths have been built up.” The contact
of Christian with heathen nations is awaking the latter to new life. Old supersti-
tions are loosening their grasp. The dead crust of fossil faiths is being shattered
by the movements of life underneath. In Catholic countries, Catholicism is los-
ing its influence over educated minds, and in some cases the masses have al-
ready lost all faith in it. Thus, while on this continent Ged is training the Anglo-
Saxon race for its mission, a complemental work has been in progress in the
great world beyond. God has two hands. Not only is he preparing in our civi-
lization the die with which to stamp the nations, but, by what Southey called the
“timing of Providence,” he is preparing mankind to receive our impress.

Ariel

José Enrique Rodo

Uruguayan intellectual José Enrigue Rodd published Ariel in 1900. This chap-
ter emphasizes the strength and unifying power of Latin American spirituality
and contrasts it with North American materialism and practical-mindedness.
Critical yet optimistic, Rodo hoped “Arielism” would emerge as a unique fusion
of the two tendencies. His work can be seen as an attempt to bridge, culturally
and intellectually, the growing economic and political chasm that separated and
divided the Americas. Although remarkably divergent in tone and emphasis, the
published works of Strong and Rodd offer two distinct yet searing searches for
identity. Rodd’s reliance on French authors to build his thesis (fo the nearly com-
plete exclusion of Spanish and Spanish American thinkers) is somewhat typical
of turn-of-the-century Latin American intellectuals who uncritically accepted
French literature, language, and philosophy. Referring to North American cul-
ture as “admirably efficient,” Rodd states that “our confidence and our opinion
must incline us to believe . . . that in an inferred future their civilization is des-
tined for excellence.” A narrow reading of Rodé might focus only on his crifi-
cism of the United States; a more complete reading would frame his work within
a wider search for identity, meaning, and fusion between south and north.

The inextricably linked concepts of utilitarianism as a concept of human des-
tiny and egalitarian mediocrity as a norm for social relationships compose the
formula for what Europe has tended to call the spirit of Americanism. It is im-
possible to ponder either inspiration for social conduct, or to compare them with
their opposites, without their inevitable association with that formidable and
productive democracy to our North. Its display of prosperity and power is daz-
zling testimony to the efficacy of its institutions and to the guidance of its con-
cepts. If it has been said that “atilitarianism” is the word for the spirit of the En-
glish, then the United States can be considered the embodiment of the word. And
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