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2. That the quadrupeds are a distinct family, also. This family exhibits variations—
in color, size, food preferences and so on; but it is a family by itself.

3. That the other families—the birds, the fishes, the insects, the reptiles, etc.—are o
more or less distinct, also. They are in the procession. They are links in the chain M !
which stretches down from the higher animals to man at the bottom.
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Some of my experiments were quite curious. In the course of my reading I had Cﬁm{b
come across a case where, many years ago, some hunters on our Great Plains organ- | /
ized a buffalo hunt for the entertainment of an English earl—that, and to provide some
fresh meat for his larder. They had charming sport. They killed seventy-two of thoqe fe
great animals; and ate part of one of them and left the seventy-one to rot. In order to {Y\\ﬁ e
~ determine the difference between an anaconda and an earl—if any—I caused seven '
young calves to be turned into the anaconda’s cage. The grateful reptile immediately
crushed one of them and swallowed it, then lay back satisfied. It showed no further in- . ,.g 4 }.
terest in the calves, and no disposition to-harm them. I tried this experiment with other /1
anacondas; always with the same resultN\The fact stood proven that the difference be- Wy’ = /,Qf
tween an earl and an anaconda is that the earl is cruel and the anaconda isn’t; and that / 4
~ the ear]l wantonly destroys what he has no use for, but the anaconda doesn’t. This . /1~ B
seemed to suggest that the anaconda was not descended from the earl. It also seemed . ,fﬁ /
to suggest that the earl was descended from the anaconda, and had lost a good dealin * /
the transition. //{4 i
< [ was aware that many men who have accumulated more millions of money than s
h ‘ they can ever use have shown a rabid hunger for more, and have not scrupled to cheat i
* the ignorant and the helpless out of their poor servings in order to partially appease o’“"’/}’
that appetite. I furnished a hundred different kinds of wild and tame animals the op- y 1
/ portunity to accumulate vast stores of food, but none of them would do it. The squir- 0 y/
\ rels and bees and certain birds made accumulations, but stopped when they had 0 et {/
gathered a winter’s supply, and could not be persuaded to add to it either honestly or ./ n(/)'
by chicane. In order to bolster up a tottering reputation the ant pretended to store up 94 %
supplies, but I was not deceived. I know the ant. These experiments convinced me that ¢/ ~N
there is this difference between man and the higher animals: he is avaricious and miserly,

7
they are not. g ;[L,\b/‘,
In the course of my experiments I convinced myself that among the animals man Y
is the only one that harbors insults and injuries, broods over them, waits till a chance) 5

offers, then takes revenge. The passion of revenge is unknown to the higher animals. o
~~Roosters keep harems, but it is by consent of their concubines; therefore no wrong/ _7;} Wl
is done. Men keep harems, but it is by brute force, privileged by atrocious laws which{ ~ —

the other sex is allowed no hand in making. In this matter man occupies a far lower 4
place than the rooster. ‘%4 g le f
. Cats are loose in their morals, but not consciously so. Man, in his descent from the Ny

cat, has brought the cat’s looseness with him but has left the unconsciousness behind— ;. » n-2/*
the saving grace which excuses the cat. The cat is innocent, man is not. T

i~ Indecency, vulgarity, obscenity—these are strictly confined to man; he invented
‘them. Among the higher animals there is no trace of them. They hide nothmg, they are
not ashamed. Man, with his soiled mind, covers himself. He will not even enter a draw-

ing room with his breast and back naked, so alive are he and his mates to indecent




