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Section #3 — Tricksters



The Adventures of Tom Sawyer — Chapter Il

By Mark Twain (1876)

Characters: Tom Sawyer, Ben. Scene: At Aunt Polly’s house. Painting the fence.

Tom went on whitewashing -- paid no attention to the steamboat. Ben stared a moment and then
said: "Hi-yi! You're up a stump, ain't you!"

No answer. Tom surveyed his last touch with the eye of an artist, then he gave his brush another
gentle sweep and surveyed the result, as before. Ben ranged up alongside of him. Tom's mouth
watered for the apple, but he stuck to his work. Ben said:

"Hello, old chap, you got to work, hey?"

Tom wheeled suddenly and said: "Why, it's you, Ben! I warn't noticing.”

"Say -- I'm going in a-swimming, I am. Don't you wish you could? But of course you'd druther
work -- wouldn't you? Course you would!" '

Tom contemplated the boy a bit, and said: "What do you call work?"
"Why, ain't that work?"

Tom resumed his whitewashing, and answered carelessly: "Well, maybe it is, and maybe it ain't.
All Tknow, is, it suits Tom Sawyer."

"Ch come, now, you don't mean to let on that you like it?"

The brush continued to move. "Like it? Well, I don't see why I oughtn't to like it. Does a boy get
a chance to whitewash a fence every day?"

That put the thing in a new light. Ben stopped nibbling his apple. Tom swept his brush daintily
back and forth -- stepped back to note the effect -- added a touch here and there -- criticised the
effect again -- Ben watching every move and getting more and more interested, more and more
absorbed. Presently he said:

"Say, Tom, let me whitewash a little."

Tom considered, was about to consent; but he altered his mind:

"No -- no -- I reckon it wouldn't hardly do, Ben. You see, Aunt Polly's awful particular about this
fence -- right here on the street, you know -- but if it was the back fence I wouldn't mind and she

wouldn't. Yes, she's awful particular about this fence; it's got to be done very careful; I reckon
there ain't one boy in a thousand, maybe two thousand, that can do it the way it's got to be done."



"No -- is that so? Oh come, now -- lemme just try. Only just a little -- I'd let you, if you was me,
Tom."

"Ben, I'd like to, honest injun; but Aunt Polly -- well, Jim wanted to do it, but she wouldn't let
him; Sid wanted to do it, and she wouldn't let Sid. Now don't you see how I'm fixed? If you was
to tackle this fence and anything was to happen to it --"

"Ob, shucks, I'll be just as careful. Now lemme try. Say -- I'll give you the core of my apple.”
"Well, here -- No, Ben, now don't. I'm afeard --"
"T'll give you all of it!"

Tom gave up the brush with reluctance in his face, but alacrity in his heart. And while the late
steamer Big Missouri worked and sweated in the sun, the retired artist sat on a barrel in the shade
close by, dangled his legs, munched his apple, and planned the slanghter of more innocents.
There was no lack of material; boys happened along every little while; they came to jeer, but
remained to whitewash. By the time Ben was fagged out, Tom had traded the next chance to
Billy Fisher for a kite, in good repair; and when he played out, Johnny Miller bought in for a
dead rat and a string to swing it with -- and so on, and so on, hour after hour. And when the
middle of the afternoon came, from being a poor poverty-stricken boy in the morning, Tom was
literally rolling in wealth. He had besides the things before mentioned, twelve marbles, part of a
jews-harp, a piece of blue bottle-glass to look through, a spool cannon, a key that wouldn't
unlock anything, a fragment of chalk, a glass stopper of a decanter, a tin soldier, a couple of
tadpoles, six fire-crackers, a kitten with only one eye, a brass doorknob, a dog-collar -- but no
dog -- the handle of a knife, four pieces of orange-peel, and a dilapidated old window sash.

He had had a nice, good, idle time all the while -- plenty of company -- and the fence had three

coats of whitewash on it! If he hadn't run out of whitewash he would have bankrupted every boy
in the village. :

Tom said to himself that it was not such a hollow world, after all. He had discovered a great law
of human action, without knowing it -- namely, that in order to make a man or a boy covet a
thing, it is only necessary to make the thing difficult to attain. If he had been a great and wise
philosopher, like the writer of this book, he would now have comprehended that Work consists
of whatever a body is obliged to do, and that Play consists of whatever a body is not obliged to
do. And this would help him to understand why constructing artificial flowers or performing on a
tread-mill is work, while rolling ten-pins or climbing Mont Blanc is only amusement. There are
wealthy gentlemen in England who drive four-horse passenger-coaches twenty or thirty miles on
a daily line, in the summer, because the privilege costs them considerable money; but if they
were offered wages for the service, that would turn it into work and then they would resign.

The boy mused awhile over the substantial change which had taken place in his worldly
circumstances






So he opened the basket. The people took their spirit forms and,
moving like the wind, went back to the island of the dead.

Eagle scolded at first, but soon he remembered Coyote’s earlier
thought. “It’s now autumn. The leaves are falling, just as people die.
Let us wait until spring. When the buds open and the flowers bloom,
~ let us return to the land of the dead and try again.”

“No,” replied Coyote, “I am tired. Let the dead stay in the land of
the dead forever.”

So Coyote made the law that after people have died they shall never
come to life again. If he had not opened the basket and let the spirits
out, the dead would have come to life every spring as the grass and
flowers and trees do.

COYOTE STEALS FIRE

{Klamath}
&

There was a time when people had no fire. In winter they could not
warm themselves. They had to eat their food raw. Fire was kept inside a
huge white rock that belonged to Thunder, who was its caretaker.
Thunder was a fearful being. Everybody was aftaid of him. Even Bear
and Mountain Lion trembled when they heard Thunder’s rumbling
voice.

Ceyote was not afiaid of Thunder. He was afraid of nothing, One
day, Thunder was in an angry mood and roared and rumbled his
loudest, so that the earth trembled and all animals went into hiding,
Coyote decided that this was the time to get the fire away from
Thunder. Coyote climbed the highest mountain on which Thunder
lived. Thunder was at home. “Uncle,” said Coyote, “let us play a game
of dice. If you win, you can kill me. If I win, you have to give me fire.”

“Let us play,” said Thunder.

'They played with dice made from the gnawing teeth of beavers and
woodchucks. The beaver teeth were male dice. The woodchuck teeth
were female dice. A design was carved on one side of these tecth. The




---------------------------------------------------------------

teeth were thrown on a flat rock. If the male teeth came up with the
carved sides, they counted two points. If the female teeth came up with
the carved sides, they counted one. If the dice came up uneven, they
did not count. There was a bundle of sticks for counting, for keeping
track of the points scored.

Now, Coyote is the trickiest fellow alive. He is the master at
cheating at all kinds of games. He continuously distracted Thunder so
that he could not watch what Coyote was up to. Thunder was no
match for Coyote when it came to gambling. Whenever Thunder took
his eyes off Coyote’s hands, even for just the tiniest part of a moment,
Coyote turned his dice up so that they showed the carved sides. He
turned Thunder’s dice up so that they showed the blank sides. He dis-
tracted Thunder and made him blink. Then, quick as a flash, he took a
counting stick away from Thunder’s pile and added it to his own. In
the end, Thunder was completely confiused. Coyote had all the
counting sticks, Thunder had none. “Uncle, I won,” said Coyote.
“Hand over the fire.” Thunder knew that Coyote had cheated but
could not prove it. ‘

Coyote called upon all the animals to come up to the mountaintop to
help him carry the big rock that contained the fire. That rock was huge
and looked solid, but it was very fragile, as fragile as a seashell. So all the
animals prepared to carry the rock away. “INot so fast,” growled Thunder.
“Coyote won the game and so I give him the fire. But he cheated, and for
that I shall take his life. Where is he so that I can kill him?”

Now, Coyote had read Thunder’s mind. He had anticipated what
Thunder was up to. Coyote could pull the outer part of his body off, as
if it were a blanket, so he put his skin, his pelt, his tail, his ears—all of
his outside~close by Thunder, and with the inside of his body, his
vitals, moved a distance away. Then he changed his voice so that it
sounded as if it were coming not from a distance, but like from just a
few feet away. “Here I am, Uncle,” he cried. “Kill me if you can.”
Thunder picked up the huge rock containing fire and hurled it at what -
he thought was Coyote. But he hit only the skin and fur. The rock
splintered into numberless pieces. Every animal took a little piece of the
fire and put it under its armpit or under its wing, and they hurried all
over the world, bringing fire to every tribe on earth, Coyote calmly put
on his outer skin and fur again. “Good-bye, Uncle,” he said to
Thunder. “Don’t gamible. It is not what you do best.” Then he ran off.
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boys. Tktomi sings a song. He says: “Hau, the spirit is here.” He pre-
tends to speak to the spirit, but he is faking. There is no spirit.

“Ask the spirit,” says the chief. Ikto mumbles like he is talking spirit
language. He pretends. to listen. He tells the chief and the boys:
“They'll do what I ask them. The spitits are stopping Iya. I can do
everything. Now get me a lot of good meat. And two fine buffalo
“hides. And a piece of the Morning Star while you are about it.”

IKTOMEI AND THE
MAN-EATING MONSTER

{Lakota}
=

Iktomi, the tricky Spider-Man, was walking along. He saw a vine dan-
gling down from a huge rock. Iktomi cannot resist dangling vines. He
has to climb them. So also that time, he crawled up this vine. At once
he was sorry for having done so, because on top of the rock Man-
Eating Monster was lying in wait. He was fearful to behold. Iktomi was
very scared.

Iktomi said to the Monster: “Younger brother, | have been looking
for you. I am glad I found you.” ,

The Monster looked at Iktomi, saying: “I have not had much
to eat.”

“Is that so?” said Iktomi. “It is much too early for dinner.”

“ have not eaten breakfast,” said Monster. I could do with a bit of
food. You look good enough to eat.” Man-Eating Monster was
smacking his lips.

“Younger brother,” said lktomi, “I could not even fill a cavity in
~one of your teeth—I am not worthwhile eating.”

“Since when am I your younger brother?” said Monster. “To call
me younger brother is an insult.”

“When were you born?” asked Tktomi. .

" *] was bom when the earth was made,” replied Monster.
“Hah, it was I who made the earth,” said Iktomi, “and I alsc made

'
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100 AMERICAN INDIAN TRICKSTER TALES

the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars. Come to think of it, I made you.
You were then only a little itsy-bitsy dirty thing, and I threw you
away.”.

“Well, all right,” said Man-Eating Monster, “I will call you older
brother. Then I will eat you, though you are very small.”

“Hold on, younger brother,” said Iktomi, “I have something better
for you than just little me. I know where there is a large camp with
many people. I'll eat half of them, and I'll let you eat the other half.”

“Well, yes, that is good,” said Man-Eating Monster. “Let’s go.”
Monster came down so fast from the rock that he panted. When he
caught his breath he almost sucked Iktomi down his throat.

“Please breathe in some other direction.”

“Let’s go to that camp, older brother,” said Monster, whose mouth
was watering. “I am hungry.”

“Why, yes, let’s hurry, younger brother, but first tell me what you
are aftaid of,” Iktomi asked.

“Why do you want to know?” asked Man-Eating Monster.

“So that I can make sure there is no such thing where we are going.”

“Well, all right. There are only three things that I am afraid of—a
rattle, a whistle, and a woman who is on her moon, a menstruating
woman.”

They went on. When they got near to the camp Iktomi told Man-
Eating Monster: “'Younger brother, wait here. I want to make sure that
we don’t come across the things you are afraid of.”
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“Well, all right, but hurry!”

Tktomi went ahead to the camp. He called the people together. “Big
Man-Eating Monster is coming! He wants to eat you up. If there is a
woman among you who, just now, is on her moon, let her come forth.
Let her shake a rattle and blow a whistle when Man-Eating Monster
arrives. That will scare him off.”

Iktomi hurried back to where Man-Eating Monster was waiting.
“Everything is in order,” he said. “There is no woman on her moon,
no whistle, and no rattle.”

“Good,” said Man-Eating Monster. “But it is unfair that you want
half of all the people to eat. You are small. I'll let you have one or two.
Don’t be greedy.”

“Well, all right,” said Iktomi. “Just let me have one.”

When they came to the camp, the woman on her moon greeted
them, blowing a whistle and shaking a rattle. It so frightened Man-
Eating Monster that he dropped down dead.
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Anansi: How Stories Came to Earth 0}“ #’\3 N - Weé“f /414‘ [&?66/{@41&)

http://www.anansi.org/webwalker/story1l.htm

An Ashanti Legend

It was long ago in Africa, child, when there was First Spider, Kwaku Anansi. He went
everywhere, throughout the world, travelling on his strong web strings - sometimes
fooking more like a wise old man than a spider.

In that long-ago time, child, there were no stories on Earth for anyone to tell. The sky-god
kept ail stories to himself, up high in the sky, and locked away in a wooden box,

These the spider wanted, as many creatures had before him, so that he could know the
beginnings and endings of things. Yet all who had tried for the stories had returned
empty-handed.

Now Anansi climbed up his web to the sky-god, Nyame, to ask for the sky-god's stories.

Child, when the powerful sky-god saw the thin, spidery, old man crawling up to his
throne, he laughed at him, "What makes you think that you, of all creatures, can pay the
price I ask for my stories?"

Spider only wanted to know, "What is the price of the stories?"

"My stories have a great price, four fearsome, elusive creatures: Onini, the python that
swallows men whole; Osebo, the leopard with teeth like spears; Mmoboro, the hornets
that swarm and sting; and Mmoatia, the fairy who is never seen. Bring these to me."

Bowing, the spider quietly turned and crept back down through the clouds. He ment to
capture the four creatures he needed as price for the stories. He first asked his wife, Aso,
how he might capture Onini, the python that swallows men whole.

She told him a plan, saying, "Go and cut off a branch of the palm tree and cut some
string-creeper as well. Take these to the stream where python lives."

As Anansi went to the swampy stream, carrying these things, he began arguing aloud,
"This is longer than he; You lie, no; it Is true; this branch is longer and he is shorter,
much shorter.”

The python was listening, and asked what spider was talking about, "What are you
muttering, Anansi?"

"I tell you that my wife, Aso, is a liar, for she says that you are longer than this palm
branch and I say that you are not."

Onini, the python, said, "Come and place the branch next to me and we will see if she is a
liar,"
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Anansi stopped up the mouth of the gourd, and spinning a thick web around it, said,
"Fools, I'm taking you to the sky-god as price for his stories."”

The sky-god, Nyame, accepted Mmoboro, the hornets that swarm and sting, and said,
"What remains, still remains."

Anansi knew very well what remained - it was the fairy, Mmoatia, who is never seen.
When the spider came back to Earth, he asked Aso what to do. And so, he carved an
Akua's child, a wooden doll with a black, flat face, and covered it with sticky fluid from a
tree,

Walking through the bush, he found the odum tree, where the fairies like to play. He then
made eto, pounded yams, and put some in the doll's hand and even more of the yams
into a brass basin at her feet - there by the odum tree. Anansi next hid in the bushes,
with a vine creeper in his hands that was also tied to the doll's neck.

It wasn't long before the fairies came, two sisters, to play. They saw the doll with the eto
and asked if they could have some. Anansi made the doll's head nod, "Yes", by pulling on
the string-creeper. Soon the faries had eaten all the eto and so, thanked the doll, but the
doll did not reply. The fairies became angry.

One sister said, "When I thank her, she says nothing."
The other sister replied, "Then slap her in her crying place.”

This the fairy did, she slapped it's cheek - "pa!" - but her hand stuck there. She slapped it
with her other hand - "pa!" - and that hand stuck, too. She kicked it with both one foot,
then the other, and both feet stuck to the sticky wooden doll. Finally, she pushed her
stomache to it and that stuck.

Then Anansi came from his hiding place, and said, "Fool, I have got you, and now I will
take you to the sky-god to buy his stories once and for ali."

Anansi spun a web around the last of the four creatures and brought Mmoatia up to
Nyame in the sky kingdom. The sky-god, seeing this last catch, called together all his
nobles. He put it before them and told them that the spider-man had done what no-one
else had been able to do. He said in a loud voice that rang in the sky,

"From now and forever, my sky-god stories belong to you - kose! kose! kose! - my
blessing, my blessing, my blessing. We will now call these “Spider Stories"."

And so, child, stories came to Earth because of the great cunning of Kwaku Anansi, and
his wife, Aso. When Anansi brought the wooden box of stories to his home, he and his
wife eagerly learned each one of them. And you can still see today that Aku and Aso tell
their stories. Everywhere you look, they spin their webs for all to see.
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Balder was dead, and the gods were still mourn-
ing his loss. They were sad, and the gray rains fell
unceasingly, and there was no joy in the land.

Loki, when he returned from one of his journeys to
distant parts, was unrepentant.

It was the time of autumn feast in Aegir's hall, where
the gods and elves were gathered to drink the sea giant's
fresh-brewed ale, brewed in the cauldron Thor had
brought back from the land of the giants so long ago.

Loki was there. He drank too much of Aegirs ale,
drank himself beyond joy and laughter and trickery
and into a brooding darkness. When Loki heard the

ods praise Aegir’s servant, Fimafeng, for his swiftness
g P 124 8

and diligence, he sprang up from the table and stabbed
Fimafeng with his knife, killing him instantly.

The horrified gods drove Loki out of the feast hall,
into the darkness.

Time passed. The feasting continued, but now it was

subdued.
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