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Preface

1t ir a.daunting task to wrile a shor, accessible introdnction to snch a
complex lopic as globalizalion’. This challenge becomes even mare
formidable o the case of a very short introductisr, Henss, il.ia nat
muprising thal the anthors of the {ew existing shord intradustions lo the
sibject have opled 1o discuss naly ane aspect of giobalization - nsually
the evnerging plobal economic system, Jis history, strucinre, and
supposed benelila and faflings. While helpful in explaining Uhe
intricacies ol inlermilional lrade policy, global financial markets,
watldwide flows of goods, services, and labour, trananational
corporations, offshore linancial centres, foreign direct investment, and
Ihe nesv international economic institutions, such narrow accounts
ofien leave the genaral reader with a shallow wnderstanding of
globalization as primarily an economic phenomenon,

“To be sure, the discussion of economic matters must be 4 significant part
of any comprehensive account of globalization, but the latter should not
be conilated with the former, The present volume makes the ¢ase that
globalization is best thought of as & multidimensional set of social
processes that resists being confined to any single themaile framework.
Indeed, the transformative powers of globalization reach deeply into the
economie, political, cultural, technological, knd scological dimensions
of contempotary social life.

In addition, globalizaiion contains imporiant discurséve aspects in the



form of ideclogically charged narralives that put hefore the public a
particudar agenda of lopies for discussion, questions 1o ask, and claims
10 make. The existence of these narratives shows that globnlization is
not merely an objective process, it alse a plethora of stories that
define, desceribe, and analyse that very process, The sccial forces hehind
these compeling aceounis of globalization seek to endow this relatively
new hizzwvord with noms, values, and mennings that not only
legitimate and advance specific power interests, but also shape the
personal and collective identities of billions of people. In order Lo shed
light on these rhelorical manoenyres, any introduction Lo globalization
onght o examine its ideological dimension. After all, it is mostly the
question ol whelher globalization ought (o be considered a ‘good ora
‘bad’ thing 1hat has spawned henied debales in classrooms, boardrooms,
and on the sireals.

*I'his book has been wrilten wilh a keen awareneas Lhat Lhe sindy of
globalization flls ontside currently established academin lields, Yal, the
Inck ol a firnt disciplinaty home also contains greal opporiunity.
‘Globalizalion sindies’ is enverging as a new field that eis across
traditional disciplinary honndaries, ‘Chis sirong emphasis on
imerdiseiplinarily requires sindenis ol globalization 1o familiarize
themselves willi lileratures on subjects that have oflen been studied in
jgalation frony each olher. The greaiest challenge Iacing today’s
globatization researcher Hes, therefore, in connecling and synthesizing
the various strands of knowledge in a way Lhat does juslice 1o the
fnerensingly fluid and inlecdependent nature of our postimodern world.
In shorl, globalization studies ealls for ar interdisciplinary approach
broad enongh 1o behold the big piciure’. Such a comprehensive
intellechial enterprise may well lead 1o the rehabilifation of the
academie generalist whose status, {or too long, has been overshadowed
by the speciaiist.

Finally, let me add a- word of clarification. While (he main purpose of
1his book lies in providing its audience with a descriptive and
explanatory account of the various dimensions of globalization, the
careful reader will deteel throughout the chapters a critical undertone,



However, my sceplieal perspective on 1he natnre and the effects of
contemporary forms of globalization shonld not be interpreied as a
blankel rejection of the phenomenon itsell; 1 believe that we should take
comfor! in the fact that the world is becoming a more interdependent
place that enhances people's chances 1o recognize and acknowledge
their cornmon hinnanity. 1 welcome the progressive transformation of
social siruetnres Lthat goes by the name of globalization, provided that
the global (low oi ideas and commodities, and the rapid development of
lechnology, go hand in hand wilh greater forms of freedom and equality
for all people, as well as with move effective protection of our global
environment. "The brunt ol oy critique is directed at particalar
manifestations and tendencies of globalization (hat sirike me s being at
oldds wilh Lhe noble cosmopolilan vision of e more egalitarian and less
violent global order.

1L is & pleasani doty Lo record my slebts of gratimde. First, | wantio
thank my collenguies and friends at the Globalizalion Research Cenler at
the Universily of Hawai'ieManna for Ltheir consisient snpport o'y
resenreh agenda. Specisl Thanks are also due 1o my volleagues at HHinois
State VUniversily, particnlarly Jamal Nassar and Lane Crothers, lor their
willingness io read paris of the manosceripl. and offer helplii
snggesiions. § am graleful to Kay Stuiis, a graphie designer at 15U, for
her excelient work on the maps. 1 also want o express my deep
apprecialion to pumerous readers, reviewers, and andiances around the
world, who, aver several years, made insightfill comments in response Lo
my public leclures and piblications on the subjeci of globalization.

1 am gratell lo Eldon Wegner, chair of the departmesst of sociology at
the University of Hawai'i-Manoa, {or his elforts 16 provide me with
valnable office space as well as with the opportanity Lo teach relevant
summer courses in social theory. ! also appreciate the enthusiastic
research assistance provided by my gradnate assistant Ryan Canney:

Franiz J. Broswimmer, a wonderful friend and hard-working research
specialist at the Globalization Research Center in Honolulu, deserves
special recognition. He supplied me with valnable information on the



ecological and historical aspects of globalization. Shelley Cox, my editor
at Oxford Universily Press, bas been a shining example of
professionalisim and compelence, Finally, as always, { want to thank my
wife, Perle Besserman, for her untiting support. Many people have
contribitfed to improving the qualily of this book; its remaining flaws
are my own responsibility.
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NATO Notth Atlantic Treaty Organization
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Chapter 1
Globalization: a
contested concept

In the avtomn of 2001, I was teaching an undargraduale class ot
modaern political and social theory. Still waumatized by the recent
terrorist attacks on Lhe World Trade Conter and the Pentagon, most
ol 'my students counldn’ quite grasp the eonnection between Lhe
violent foreos of religious fundamentalism and the more sceular
piciure of a technologically sophisticated, rapidly globalizing world
that I had sought Lo convey in class Joctures and discussions. *I
understand thal “globalization” is & contesied coneepl thal relers Lo
somelimes conlradiclory social processes,” a bright history major at
the back of the room quipped, ‘but how ean you say that the TV
image of a religious (analic who denounces modernily and
scenlarism [rom a movmtain cave in Alghanistan perfectly

captures Lhe complex dynamics of globalization? Don't these
terrible acis of tervorism suggest Lhe opposite, namely, Lhe

growth of parochial forces that undermine globalization?
Obviously, the student was referring Lo Saudi-born Al Qaeda leader
Osama bin Ladon, whose videolaped statement condemning the
activities of ‘international infidels’ had been broadeast worldwide
on 7 October.

Struck by the sense of intellectual urgency that fuelled my student’s
question, ! realized thal the story of globalizalion would remain
elusive without real-life examples capable of breathing shape,
colour, and sound into a vague concepl that had become the
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Clobulizatiom

buzzword of our time. Henee, before delving into necessary
maiters of definition and anaiytical clarification, we ought to
approach our subject in less abstract fashion. [ suggest we begin
our journey with a carcfu] cxamination of the aforementioned
videotape, It will soon becornie fairly obvious why a
deeonstiuction of those images provides important chies 1o

the nature and dynamies of the phenomenon we have come Lo
call ‘globalization’.

Deconstructing Osama bin Laden

The infamous videotape bears ne dale, but exporls estimate Lhal the
recording wvas made less than 1wo weeks before it was broadcast.
The timing ol ils release appears Lo have been cavefolly planned so
28 10 achicve the maximom cffeel on Whe day the United Stales
commenced ils bombing campaign against Taliban and Al Qacdn
{The Base') forces in Afghanistan. Although Osamea bin Laden and
his top liculenants were then hiding in a remote vogion o the
country, Lhoy obviously possessed Lie hi-tech equipment needed 10
record tho stalement. Morcover, Al Qaeda mombers clealy
enjoyed immediate access 10 sophisticaled informalion and
telecommunication notworks that kept thom informed - in
real-time - of relevant internalional developmoents. Bin Laden

may have denounced 1he forces of modernity with great conviclion,
but tise smiooth operation of his entire srganizalion was onlirely
dependent on advanced forms of technology developed in the last
two docades of the 20th century.

To further fltustrale this apparent contradiction, consider the
complex chain of global interdependencies thal must have existed
in order [or bin Laden’s message to be heard and seen by billions of
TV viewers around the world. Aller making its way from the
secloded mountains of eastern Afghanistan Lo the capital city of
Kabul, the videotape was dropped off by an unknown courler
outside tlie local office of Al-Jazeera, a Qatar-based television
company. This network had been launched only five years earlier as

p



1. Al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden addressing a global andience on 7 October 2001,



Cloballzation

astate-financed, Avabie-language news and current affaits channel
hat olfered limited programming. Belove the founding of Al-
Jazeera, culling-cdge TV journalism - such as free-ranging public
afTairs interviews and talk shows with call-in sudiences - simply
did not exist in the Arab world. Within enly three years, hawever,
Al=Jazeern was offering its Middle Eastern audicnee a dizzying
array of programmes, transmitled avound the clock by power(ul
salellites put into orbit by European rockets and American

space shuitles,

Indeed, the nelwork’s markel share increased even fugther as a
result of the dramatic reduction in the price and sizo of satellite
dishics. Suddenly, such lechnologics became allordable, even for
low-income consumers. By the tarn of the contury, Al-Jazecra
broadeasts couid bewalched around e clock on all five continents.
In 2001, the company [urther intensificd its global veach when

s ehicl exoculives signed a loucralive cooperation agreoment

with CNN, thae leading news nclwork owned by the gianl
multinational corperation AOL-Time-Warnet. A fow monlhs

laler, whon Uhe world's attention shifted Lo the war in

Afghanislan, Al-Jazeera had alyeady positioned itself as & Lruly
global player, peweri{il enough Lo rent equipment Lo stich
prominent news providers as Reuters and ABC, scll satellite time
\o the Associaled Press and BBC, and design an innovative Arabic-
language business news channel iogether with its other American
network partner, CNBC.

Unhampered by national borders and geographical obstacles,
cooperalion among these sprawling news networks had become so0
efficient that CNN acquired and broadcast a copy of the Osama bin
Laden Lape only a few hours after it had beew delivered Lo the Al-
Jazeera office in Kabul, Caught off guard by the incredible speed of
today's information exchange, the Bush administration asked Lthe
Qatari governiment Lo ‘vein in Al-Jazeera’, claiming that the swifl
airing of the bin Laden tape without prior consuitation was
contributing to the vise of anti-American sentiments in the Arab

4



world and thus threatened fo undermine the US war effort,
However, nol only was the perceived ‘damage’ already done, bt
segments of the tape - including the [ull text of bin Laden’s
statement - could be viewed online by anyone with aceess to a
computer and a modem. The Al-Jazeera website quickly allvacted
an international audience as its daily hit count skyrocketed 10 over
seven million.

Thore can be ne doubt that it was the existence ol this chain of
global interdependencics and interconnections that made possible
the instant broadeast ol bin Laden'’s speech to a global audience. At
the same time, howevey, it must be emphasized that oven those
voices Lhat opposce madernily cannot extricate thomselves ftom the
very process of globalizalion they s deery. It order to spread their
miessage and reervil new sympathizors, antiniedernizers must
ulilize the Lools provided by globalization. This sbyious Lot was
visible even in bin Laden’s personal appearance. The tape siiows
thal he was wearing contemporary military faligues over traditional
Arab garmenls. In olher words, his dress relleets Lhe contemporary
processes of {ragmoentalion and eross-fertilization that globalizatfon %
scholars call *hybridizalion’ - \he mixing of different enllural forms
and styles facilitaled by giobal ceonomic and cuitural exchanges. In g
[act, the pale colovrs of bin Laden’s mottled combat dress betrayed

ils Russian origins, suggesting that he wore Lhe jacket as a symbolic
reminder of the fierce guerrilla war waged by him and other Islamic
militanis againsi the Soviel occupation foreces in Alghanistan

during the 1980s, His ever-present AK-47 Kalashnikov, too, was
probably made in Russia, although dozens of gun faciories around

the world have been building this popular assault rifle for over

40 years. By Lhe mid-1990s, more than 70 million Kalashnikovs

had been manulaciured in Russia and abroad. Ab jeast 50 national
annies include sucek ritles in thelr arsenal, making Kalashnikovs

uuly weapons of global choice. Thus, bin Laden's AK-47 could have
come froimn anywhere in the world. However, given Lhe astonishing
globalization of organized crime during the last two decades, it is
quite conceivable that bin Laden’s rifle was part of an legal arins

® suopUTEqolD
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Globallzation

deal hatehed and exeeuted by such power(u] international criminal
organizations as Al Qacda and the Russian Mafia. Tt is also possible
that the rifle arrived in Afghanistan by means of an underground
arms trade similar to the one that surfaced in May 1996, when
police in Sap Franeisco scized 2,000 illegally imported AK-47s
manufactured in China.

A closc look at bin Ladew’s right wrist reveals yol another clue to the
powerful dynamies of globalization. As he dircets his words of
conlempt for the United Stales and its allics at his hand-hcld
microphone, his 1etrcaling sleeve exposes a stylish sporls watch.
Jommalisis whe noticed this expensive accossory have speculated
about the origing of the imepicee in question. The emarging
consensus poinis Lo a Timex product., However, given that Timex
walches are as American as applie pio, it scems rathet fzonie that the
Al Qacda jeader should have chosen this particular chronometor.
Aflor all, Timex Corporation, originally the Waicrbuwy Clock
Company, was fovnded in the 18508 in Conncclicut’s Naugatuck
Valley, known Lhroughout the 19th eentury as the ‘Switzorland of
Americy’. Today, Lho company has gone multinational, maintaining
close relations Lo affiliated businesses and sales officos in 65
counlries. The corporation employs 7,500 cmployees, located on
four eontinenls. Thousands of workers — mostly from low-wage
countries in the global South - constitute the driving foree behind
Timex's global production process.

Our brief deconstruclion of some of the ¢entral images on Lhe
videotape makes it easier to understand why the seemingly
anachronistic images of an antimodern terrorist in front of an
Afghan cave do, in {act, capturesome essential dynamices off
globalization. Indecd, the tensions between the forces of
particularism and those of aniversalism have reached
unprecedented levels only because interdependencies that connect
the loead Lo the global have been growing faster than at any time in
history. The rise of inlernational terrorist arganizations like Al
Qaeda represents but one of the many manifestations of

6



globalization. Just as bin Laden’s romaitic ideology of a *pure Islam’
is itself the result of the modern imagination, se has our global age
with its obsession for technology and its mass-market commodilics
indclibly shaped the violent backlash against globalization.

Qur deconsiruction of Osama bin Laden has provided us with a
eal-life example of the intricate ~ and sometimes contradictory =
social dynamics of globalization. We are now in a betier position Lo
tackle the rather demanding task of assembling & working
delinition of globalization that brings some analylical precision Lo a
contosted concopl that has proven to be notoriousiy hard Lo pin
down.

Toward a definition of globalization

Sinec ils carliost appearance in the 1960s, Lhe lerm ‘globalization’
has been nsed in botds popular and academic lilcralure Lo deseribe a
process, a condilion, a system, a [oree, and an age. Given that these
compeling labels have very diflferent meanings, their indiseriminate
usage is oflen obscure and inviles confusion. For cxample, a sloppy
conllntion of process and condition eneourages circular delinitions
that possess litlie explanatory power. For example, the oflen-
repeated Lrnism Lhat ‘globalization [the process leads to more
globalization e conditionT docs nol allow us to draw meaningful
analytical distinctions between causes and cliceis. Henee, T suggesi
thal weuse the erm glodality Lo signify a soclal condition
characlerized by Lhe existence of globat economie, political,
wolwral, and envirenmental interconnections and lfows that make
many of the currently exisling borders and boundaries irrelevant.
Yet, we should not assume that ‘globality’ refers (o a determinate
endpoint that prectades any further development. Rather, this
concepl points to a particular social condition that, like all
conditions, is destined to give way Lo new, qualitatively distinet
constellations. For example, it is conceivable that globality might be
transforimed into sumething we could vall planetarity’ - a new
sacial formation brought about by the suceessful colonization of cur

WRIN0D PATISRINT & SUCANKREIV|D
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solar systom, Moreover, we could epsily imagine different social
manifestations ol globality: one might be based primarily on values
of individualism and compelition, as sell as on an cconomic system
of private property, while another might cmbedy more communal
and cooperalive social arrangemients, including less capitalistic
cconomic relations. These possible alternatives point to the
fundamentally indeterminalte character of globality; it is likely that
our great-grandehildren will bave a belter sense of which
alternative is likely to win out.

Conversely, the term globalization shonid bensed to vefer to a set of
soctal processes \hat are thought to Lransform our present social
condition inte onc of globalil. Al its core, then, globalization is
aboul shilling forms of human contact. Indeed, e populat phrase
‘globalizalion is happening’ contains three important picees of
information: first, we are slowly leaving behind the condition of
modcrnily thal gradually unfolded from the 16th century onwards;
sceond, we are moving Loward the new condition of (posimodern)
globality; and, third, we have nol yel reached it Indeed, like
‘modernizalion’ and other verbal nouns that end in the suflix
“ization’, the lerm “globalizalion’ suggests a sort of dynamism best
eaptured by the nolion of ‘development’ or ‘unloidisg’ slong
discorniblo patterns. Such unfolding may occur quickly or slowly,
bul it always corresponds to the idea of clange, and, therefore,
denoles the transformation of present condilions.

Henee, scholars who explere the dynamics of globalization are
particularly keen on pursuing research questions relaled to the
theme ol social change. How does globalization occur? What is
driving globalizalion? Is it one cavse or a combination of factors? 1s
globalization a uniform or an uneven process? Is globalization
cxlending modernity or is it a radical break? How does
globalization differ from previous socizl developmients? Does
globalization create new forms of ineqoality and hierarchy? Notice
thal the conceptualization of globalization as an ongoing procesx
rather than as a statie condition forees the researcher to pay

8



¢lose atiention to shifting perceptions of time and space. This
explains why globalization scholars assign particular significance
te historical analysis and the reconfiguration of social

SpaCC’a

To argue that globalization refers Lo a sel of social processes
propelling us lowaids the condition of globalily may climinate e
danger of cirevlar definitions, but it gives us only one defining
characleristic of Lhe proccss: movement fowatds greater
interdependence and integration. Such a general definition of
globalization wells us very little about its remaining qualities. In
order to oveteome this deficieney, we must identily additional
Gualilics that make globalization diflerent {xorm other sols of social
processes. Yot, whenever vesearchors raise the level of specificity in
ordoer Lo bring the phenomenon in question inte sharper focus, they
also hicighton the danger of provoking scholarly disagreoments over
definitions. Our subjecl is no execplion. One of the reasons why
globalizalion remains a conlosted concepl is beeavse Lhore exisis no
schiolarly consensus on what kinds of social proeesses constitule its
cssenee.

Despile such strong differences of opinion, hewever, it is possibic Lo
deiect somo Lhematic overlap in various scholarly atiempts Lo
identily the essential qualilics of globalization processes. Consider,
{or exampie, the following five influential definitions of
globalization. They suggest that four distinct qualitics or
characteristics lic at the core of the phenomenon. First,
globalization involves the ereation of new and the muitiplication
ol existing social nelworks and activities that increasingly
overcome traditional political, econemie, cullural, and
geographical boundaries. s we have seen in the case of Al-Tazeera
television, the creation of today's salellite news corporations is
made possible by the combination of professional networking,
technological innovation, and political decisions that permit the
emergence of new social orders that transcend parochial
arrangements.

)
:
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The second quality of globalization is reflected in the eapansion and
the stretching of sovial relations, activitics, and interdependencivs.
oday’s inancial markels strolch around the globe, and clectronic
trading occuts around the clock. Gigantic shopping mails have
emerged on all continents, oflering those consumers who can aflord
it commoditics from all regions of the world - including products
whose various components were mannfactured in different.
countrics. Te return Lo our nilial cxampie, we now know that the
spalial reach of Osama bin Laden's organization rapidly cxpanded
during the late 1990s. Aided by new Lechnology and cconomic
dercgulation, terrorist cells sprang vp in dozens of nations on all
five continents, ultimatcly Werning Al Qacda inlo a global terrorist
nelwork eapable of planning and exccuting attacks on a herctofore
unimaginable scale. The same process of social streiching applies
Lo less sinister associations such as non-governmental
organizations, commercial entetpriscs, social cfubs, and countless
regional and global instimiions and assoviations such as the
Uniled Nations, the Buropean Unjon, the Association of South East
Asian Nalions, the Organization of African Unity, Ve Common
Market ol the South, Doclors Without Borders, Amncesly
Intermational, the Union of Concemed Scientists, the World
Feonomic Forom, Microsolt, and General Molors, Lo name
bul a fow.

RIN0F POISBIIAT B IUSHIVERTRO (T

Thizd, globalizalion involves the intensification and aceeleration
of social exchanges and activities. The Internel relays distant
information in mere sceonds, and satellites provide

consumers with real-time piclures of remole events. As
Anthony Giddens notes in his definition, the intensification of
worldwide social relations means that loeal happenings

are shaped by events occurring far away, and vice versa. In
other words, the seemingly opposing processes of globalization
and localization actually imply each other. The local’ and

the ‘global’ form the endpoints of a spatial continum

whose central portion is marked by the 'national’ and the
‘regional’,

"



To claborate on this peint, let us return to the example of Osama
bin Laden. Ttis reasonable to assume that his terrorist strategy is
being shaped continuously by techniological breakthroughs
achieved in American and Indian computer labs, as well as by
political and mililary decisions made in Washington, DC,
Brusscls, and other parts of the world. At the same time, the
activitics of US politicians, military engineors in the United
Kingdom, and Isracli secvel service agents are signilicantly
impacted by Osama bin Laden's stralegy. The olien-repeated
plirasc Lhat ‘globalization compresses time and space’ simply
means Lhat things are getting laster and distanees are shrinking
dramatically: As the Spanish sociologist Manucl Castalls has
poiniced oul, tic curtent tise of the global ‘nelwork socicty’ would
not kave been possible withoul a lechnological vevolution - one
that bas been powered chicily by the rapid development of new
infermation and wransportation technologics. Procceding al an
cvep-aceeleraling pace, Uhese innovations are reshaping Lhe social
iandseape of human life.

Fourlh, the creation, expansion, and intensilication of' social
inlereonnections and interdependencios do not veeur mercly on an
objective, malerial level. As Roland Roberison notes in his
definition, globalizalion processes also involve the subjective planc
of human conscicusness, Henoce, we must not forget that
globalization nigo vefers (o prople becoming increasingly conscious
of growing manifestations of sacial interdependence and the
cnormous acecleration of social interactions. Their awareness of the
receding imporiance of geographical boundaries and distances
{osters a keers sense of becoming part of 4 global whole. Reinforeed
on a daily basis, shese porsistent experiences of global
interdependence gradvally change people’s individual and
collective identilies, and thus dramatically impact the way they act
in the warld.

It scents thint we have now identified somse of the essentlal qualities
of globalization. This allows us to offer the following definition:

12



Globalization refers to a multidimensional set of social pro-
_ cesses that ereate, multiply, stretch, and intensify worldwide
i social interdependencies and exchanges while at the same

time fostering in people i growing awareness of deepening

connections Iwiﬁi‘éent?iclucaﬂ and the distant, »

Maore areas of contestation

Although we arrived at an adequate working definition off
globalization by drawing oul some common insighis that appear in
other influential delinilions, we muslt vol lose sight of the fact that
there still remain several arcas of contestation. Afler ali,
globalization s an vnoven process, meaning that people living in
various parts of Lhe world arc affecied vory dillerently by this
gigantic Lransformation of social sirvucturcs and cultural zones.
Henee, the sacial processes that make up globalization have been
analysed and cxplained by various commentators in different, oficn
coniradiclory ways. Scholars not only hold dilferent views with
1egard o proper definitions of globalizalion, they also disagrec on
ils scale, causalion, clironelogy, impact, trajectorics, and policy
otlcomes. For example, tic academic dispute over the seale of
globalization revolves around Lhe quostion of whether it shovid be
understood in singular or differentialed terms, This notion of
‘muitidimensionalily’ appears as an important attribule of
globalization in our own definition; stilf it requires further
claboration. The ancient Buddhist parabie of Lthe blind scholars and
their encounter with Lhe clephant holps to illustrate the natuye of
the academic conitroversy over the various dimensions of
globalization.

Wasnos PETDIG? R QTGO

Since the blind scholars did not know what the elephant looked like,
they resolved to obiain a mental picture, and (hus the knowledge
they desired, by touching the animal. Feeling its trunk, one blind
man argued that the elephant was like a lively snake, Another man,
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wwbbing along its enormous leg, likened the animal to a rough
column of massive proportions. The thivd person took hold of ils
Lail and insisted that the clephant resembled a large, flexible brush.
The (eurth man felt jls sharp tusks and declared it 1o be like o
greal spear. Each of the blind scholars held fivmly 1o his own idea
ol what constituted an elephant. Sinee their scholatly reputation
was riding on the verasily of their respeative indings, the blind
mien eventually ended up arguing over the Litie nature of the
clephant.

The ongoing academic quarrel over which dimension contains the
essence of globatization represenis a postmodern version of the
parable of Lhe blind raen and the clepliant. Evon those schiolars who
agree Lthat globalizalion is best thought of as a singular process clash
wilh cach othier over which aspecl of social life constitutos the
primacy domain of the phenomenon. Some scholars argue thal
cconomic processes lie al Lhe core of glabalization. Olhers privilege
political, eultural, or ideological aspeeis. Still olhers point to
cenvironmenial proeesses as the essence of globalization. Like Lthe
blind men in the parable, cach globalization vescarcher is partly
right by correclly identilying one important dimension of the
phenomenon in question. However, their colloetive mistake ties in
theiy dogmatie atlempls 10 reduce suck & complex phenomenot as
globalization io a single domain that corresponds Lo Lheir ovwm
cxperlise.

To be sure, onc ol the contral Lasks for globalization rescarchers
consists of devising better ways {or gauging the relative importance
of cach dimension without losing sight of the interconnected whole.
But it wonld be a grave mistake to cling to a one-sided
understanding of globalization. Fortunately, more and more
rescarchers have begun to heed this call fox 2 genuine
multidimensional approach to globalization that avoids perniciovs
reductionism. Since globalizatlon containg multifaceted and
differentiated processes, it is safe 10 say that virtually no areas of
social {ife escape its veach. Or is it?

11



2. The globalizatdon scholars and the clephant.

Before we come to Lhis important conchusion, lot us consider several
objections raised by those scholars whe belong Lo the camp of Lhe
‘glebalizalion seeplics’. Those objections range from Lhe accpsation
thal fashionable ‘globalization 1alk’ amounts to Hltie more than
‘globaloncy’ Lo less radical suggestions that globalization is amuch
more limited and uneven provess than Lhe sweeping argumoents of
the so-calied “hyperglobalizers’ would have us believe. In many
ways, the most radical globalization sceplics resembie the blind
scholar who, cecupying the emply space between the elephant’s
front and hind legs, graped in vain for a part of the eleplant.
Finding none, he accused his colicagues of making up fantastic
slories about non-cxistent things, asserting that there were no such
animals as ‘clephants’ at ail.

However, evidence pointing to the rapid intensification of
worldwide sociaf relations is mounting. Henee, { will not attempt Lo
refute those few globalization sceptics who go so far as to deny its
existence altogether. On the other hand, I am rather sympathetic Lo
e notion that globalization may be a geographically limited and
uneven process. As I will argue myselfin subsequent chaptors,
large segments of the world population - particularly in the global

15
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South ~ do nol enjoy equal access 1o thickening global networks and
infrastructures. In that sense, then, globalization is assoviated with
incquality. Nevertheless, even if'il ean beshown that the
intensificalion of social interconnections and interdependencics
appears 1o be concentraled in the economically advanced countries
of the global North, it would still be entircly justified to engage in
cXlensive ‘globalization talk'. After all, the existence of patlerns of
rising interdependence in the global North docs reficet a partial
glabalization trend, onc that is Jikely o have sigailicant fmpacts on
other regions of the world.

In my view, the most challenging question that has emerged from
the camp of globalization sceptics is Lhe following: is globalizalion
primarily a phenomenon of the modern age? Crities would respond
10 Lhis question in the negalive, adding that the conecept of
globalization has been applied in an historically imprecise manner.
In & neshedl, Lhis thoughtiul group of seeplies contends that even a
cursory laok al history suggesis that Lhere is ot moch that is ‘new’
about eontemporary globalization. Henee, before we expiore in
some delail the five main dimensions of globalizalion in subscquent
chaplers of Lhis book, ¥ suggest we give this weighty argnment a {air
hearing. Indecd, such a eritical invesligation of globalizaiion’s
alleged novely is closely relaled to yet another difficult question
hotly debated in the {ledgling (icld of globalization studies. What
does a proper chronology and periodization of globalization look
like? Lot us Lurn Lo Chapler 2 Lo find answers Lo this question.

16



Chapter 2
is globalization a
new phenomenon?

If'we asked an ordinary porson on the sireels of London, Now York,
Bangkok, or Rie de Janciro aboul the cssence of globalization, the
answer would probably involve some relerence to growing {forms
of political and ceononic intcrdependence fuclied by now
echnologies’ like personal computers, the Interney, collular
phoncs, pagers, fax machines, palm pilols, digilal cameras,
high-definition televisions, salolfites, ict planes, spacc shottlcs,
and superiankers. As subscquont chapters will show, however,
technology provides only a partial explanation for the existence of
contemporary forms of globalization. Yei, it would be foolish 1o
denty that theso new innovalions have played a cmcial role in the
erealion, multiplicalion, expansion, and intensification of global
social interconneetions and exchanges. The Internet, in particular,
has assumed a pivotal funciien in (acilitating globalization
through the creation of tho World Wide Web that connocts
billions of individuals, private associations, and governments.
Since most of these technologies have been sround for less than
three decades, it seems to make sense to agree with those
commentators wha claim that giobalization ls, indeed, a new
phenomenon.

Al the same time, however, Lhe definition of globalization we
arrlved at in the previous chapter stresses the dynamic nature of the
phenomenon. The enhancement of worldwide interdependence
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Clobalization

and the general growth of awarencss ol deepening global
conneclions ate gradual processes with deep historical roots. For
example, the engincers who develeped laptop computers and
supersonie jet planics stand on theshoulders of carlicr innovatots
who ereated thie steam enging, the cotfon gin, the telograph, the
phonograph, the telephone, the typewriler, the intemmal-combustion
cngine, and electtical appliances. These products, in turn, owe their
existence Lo much catlicr technological inventions such as the
Lelescope, the compass, water wheels, windmills, gunpowdet, the
printing press, and oceangoing ships. In order to acknowledge the
] historical record, we reach back even further (o such
rmomentous iechnological and social achicvements as the
producticn of paper, the development of writing, the invention of
tic wheol, the doresticalion ofwild plants and animals, the
emergence of language, and, finally, the slow oulward

migration of our African ancesiots al the dawn of human
ovolution.

Thus, the answer Lo Lhe question of whether globalization
constitintes a now phenomenen depends upon how far we aice
willing Lo extend the cliain of causalion Lhat resulied in those reeont
technologics and social arrangements thal most people have come
Lo associate with Lhis fashionable buzzword. Some seholars
consciously {imit the historical scopoe of globafization to the lasl four
decades of postindustrialisn in order to caplare its conlemporary
features. Others are willing to extend this Limeframe to include the
ground-breaking develepments of the 19Ul centny. Stilt others
arguie that globalization really represents the continnation and
extension of comiplex processes that began with the emergence of’
modernity and Lhe capitalist world system sotne five centiries

ago. And a few remaining researchers refuse 1o confine
globalization fo Lime periods measuved in mere docades or
cenluries. Rather, they suggest that these processes have been
unfolding for millennia.

No doubt, each of these contending perspectives contains
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impottant insights. As we will sce in subscquent chapters, the

advocates of Lhe first approach have marshalled impressive

evidence for their view Lhat the dramatic expansion and
_accoleration of global exchanges sinec the carly 1970s represents a

quantum leap in Uic history of globalization. The proponents of the

sccond view correctly emphasize the tight connection between
contemporaty forms of globalization and the explosion of
technology known as the Industiial Revolution. The tepresentatives
of the third perspective rightly point to the significance of the Lime-
space compression Lhal occurred in the 16th contuty. Finally, the
advocaics of the fourth approach advance a rather sensible
argument shon Lhey insist thal any Laly corprehensive account of
glabalization falls woclinlly short withoul the incorporation of
ancient developmenis and enduring dynamics into our plancary
history.

‘While the short slivonology outlined below is necessarily
{ragmeniary and general, it nonetheless gives us a good sense thal
globalization is as old as humaaity itsclf This brief historical
sketch identilies (ive distincl historieal periods 1hat are separaied
[rom each other by significant accelerations in the pace of

social exchanges as well as a widening of their geographical
scope. In this conlext, it is important to bear in mind that my
chronaelogy docs nol necossarily imply a lincar wnfolding of
history, nor does it advocaie a conventional Euracentric perspective
ol'world history, Full of unanlicipated surprises, violent

Lwists, sudden puncluations, and dramalic reversals, the history
of globalization has involved all major regions and cultures of

our planet.

Thus, it behoves us bo vefrain from imposing deterministic ideas of
‘inevitability’ and ‘ivreversibility’ on globalization. However, it is
important to note the occurrence of dramatic technological and
social feaps in history that have pushed the intensity and global
reach of these processes Lo new levels. Approaching our short
chronelogy of globalization with these caveats in mind, we will be
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able to appreciate both the navelty ol eacl period and the continuity
of the pheromenon itself.

The prehistoric period {10,000 sce-3,500 ace)

Let us begin our brief historical sketeh of globalization about
12,000 years ago when small bands of hunicrs and gatherers
reached the souther lip of South America. This event marked the
¢nd of the long process of seltling all Hve continents that was begun
by our homninid African ancestors more than ene million years ago.
Althougl some major island groups in the Pacific and the Adantic
were not inhabited until relatively recent timwes, the truly global
dispersion of our specics was (inally achicved. The suceessiil
endeavour of the South American nomads resied on Lhe migratory
achicvements of theit Siberian ancestors whe had cvossed the
Bering Strait into North Amcrica a Lhousand years carfict.

I Lhis carliest phase of globalizalion, contact amgong thousands of
hunier and gatherer bands spread all over Lhe world was
geographicaliy limited and mostly coincidental. This fiecting mode
of social inlcraction changed dramatically aboul 10,000 years ago
when humans took Lhe erucial step of producing their own food. As
aresuil of several factors, including Lhe natural occurrence of plants
and animals suilable for domestication as well as continental
differenoes in area and total popnlation size, only cortain regions
jocaled on or near Lhe vast Eurasian landmass proved to be ideal for
these growing agricultural setifements. These arcas wore located in
Lhe Fertile Creseent, north-central China, North Alvica,
northwestern India, and New Guinea. Over lime, food surpluses
achieved by these carly farmers and herders led to population
increases, the establishment of permanent villages, and Lhe
construction ol fortified towns,

Roving bands of nomads lost out to settled ibes, chieldoms, and,
ultimately, powerful states based on agriculturai food produetion,
The decentralized, egalitarian natuze of hunter and gatherer groups
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was replaced by centralized and highly stratified patriarchal social
stnictuges headed by chiels and priests who were exempted (rom
hard manual labour, Moreover, lor the ficst Ume in hwman history,
these farming socicties were able Lo support Wwo additional social
classes whose members did nol participate in food production. One
group consisted of full-time craft specialisls whe direcied their
crentive energies toward the invention of new technologies, such as
power (il ivon tools and beautiful ornaments made of precions
melals, complex irrigation canals, sophisticated pottery and
basketry, and monumental building structures. The other group
was comprised of professional burcaverats and soldicrs who would
later piay a key role in the monopolization of the means of violenee
in the hands of the tulers, the precise accounting of food surpluses
nocessaty for the growth and survival of the contralized stale, the
acquisition of new tertitory, the establishment of permanent trade
routes, and the systemalic axploration of distant yegions.

For Lhe most parl, fsowever, globalizadion in the prehistozic period
was severely iimiled. Advanced formis of teehnology capable of
overcoming cxisting geographical and social obstacles wore largely
abseny; Lhos, enduring long-distanec inleractions never
malerialized. It was only towards the end of Lhis epoch (hiat
centrally administered formns of agricuilure, religion, burcaneracy,
and warfare slowly emerged as the key agenis of intensilying modes
of social exchange that would involve a growing mumber of societics
in many regions ol the world.

The premodern period (3,500 sce-1,500 cg)

The fnvention of writing in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and central China
between 3,500 and 2,000 sk roughly coinclded with the
invention ol the wheel around 3,000 Bek in Southwest Asia.
Marking the close of the prehisteric period, these monumental
inventions smounied Lo one of those technological and social boosts
that moved globalizalion to a new level. Thanks to the auspieions
cast-west orientation of Eurasia’s major continentat axis - &
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geographical feature that had already facilitated the rapid spread of!
crops and animals suilable for food production aleng the same
{atitudes - Lhe diffusion of these new technologics Lo distant parts of
the continent occurred within only a fow conturies. The importance
of these inventions lor Lhe strengthening ol globalization processes
should he obvious. Among othet things, the wheel spurred crucial
infrastiorctural innovations such as animal-drawn carts ancl
permancnl roads that allowed for the faster and more cllicient
transportation of people and goads. In addition Lo the spread of
ideas and inventions, wiiting greatly [acilitaled the coordinalion of
complex social aclivities and thus encouraged large stale
{ormalions. Ol the sizeable forrilorial units that arese during this
period, only the Andes civilizalions of Soutly Anierica managed
grow into the mighty Inca Empire without the benelits of cither the
wheel or the wrillen word.

i o E L

8. Assyrian clay tablet with cuneiform weiting, £ 1900-1800 n¢k.
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Thus the premodern period was the age of empires. As somne states
succeeded in establishing permanent rule over other states, the
resulting vast lerritorial accumulations fermed the basis ol the
LEgyptian Kingdoms, the Persian Empire, the Macedonian Empire,
the American Empires of the Aziecs and the Incas, the Roman
Empire, the Indian Empites, the Byzantine Empire, the Islamic
Caliphaics, the Holy Reman Empire, the Aftican Empires of Ghana,
Mali, and Songhay, and the Otteman Empive. All of these empires
fostered the mulliplication and extension of long-distance
communication and the exchango of culture, technology,
commoditics, and discases. The most enduring and technelogically
advanced ol these vast premodern conglomerales was undoubiedly
the Chinese Empire. A eloser Jook al its history veveals some of the
carly dynamics ol glabalization,

Aller conluries of warfare belween several indepondoent stales, the
Qin Emperor’s araics, in 221 seg, finally unificd large portions of
northeast China. For the noxt 1,700 years, suecessive dynastics
known as the Han, Sui, Tang, Yoan, and Ming ruled an empite
supporied by vasl bareaucracics Lhat would oxiend its influcnee to
such distanl regions as Lropical Southeast Asin, 1he Meditcrrancan,
India, and East Africa, Dazzling artistry and brilliant philesophical
achievements stimulated new discoverics in other fields of
knowledge such as astronomy, mathematics, and chemislry. The
long list of major teelinological innovalions achieved in China
during the premodern period include redesigned plowsliares,
hydraulie engincering, gunpowder, Lthe tapping of natural gas, the
compass, mechanical clocks, paper, printing, lavishly ecmbroidered
silk fabrics, and sophisticaled metalworking Lechnigues. The
construction of vast irrigation systems consisting of hundreds of
small canals enhanced the region's agricultural productivity while
at the same time providing for one of the best river transport
systems in the world. The codification of law and the fiving of
welghts, measures, and vajues of coinage fostered the expansion of
trade and markets. The standardization of the size of cart axles and
the roads they travelled on allowed Chinese merchanis for the first
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time to make precise calewlations as ta the desired quantities of
imported and exportled goods.

The most extensive of these Lrade roukes was the Silk Road, It linked
the Chinese and the Roman Empires, with Patthian traders
scrving as skilled intermediarics. Even 1,300 years aller the Silk
Road first reached the Ialian peninsula, in 50 sCE, a truly
multicultural group of Eurasian and Alrican globeirottors -
including the famous Merocean merchant Ibn Battuta and his
Venelian counlerparts in the Marco Pole family - relied on this
greal Eveasian land rovle to yeach the splendid imperial coust

ol the Mongoel Khans in Beijing.

By the 15th cenlury cE, enormous Chinese (lects consisting ol
hundreds of 100-fool-long oxcan-geing ships were crossing the
Indian Ocean and eslablishing short-lived trade outposts on the
cast const of Africa. However, a fow decades laler, the vulers of the

G

‘The only human artefact discernible frony space,
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Chinese Fanpire implemented a series of fateful political decisions
that lialted averseas navigation and mandated a rotreat rom
{urther technological devilopment. Thus, they cut short their
cmpite’s incipient industrial revolution, o development that allowed
much smaller Eitopean states $o emerge as the primary historical
agents behind the intensificalion ol globalization.

Towards the end of the premodern periad, then, the existing global
trade netwvork consisted of several interlocking trade cirenits that
connecled the most populous regions of Evrasia and northeastern
Alrica. Although botly the Avsiralian and the Americnn continents
sti)l remained separate (rom this expanding web of cconomtic,
politieal, and culural inlerdependence, the empires of the Azices
and Incas had also suceoeded in developing major trade networks in
their own hemisphoere,

The existenee of Lhiese sprawling networks of ceonomic and
cvjlural exchange lriggered massive waves of migration, which, in
turn, led to further population increase and the rapid growth of
urban centres. In the resuiling cultural clashes, religions with only
iocal significance were Lrans{formed into the major Sworld
religions’ we know today as Judaism, Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, and Buddhism. But higher popuiation densily and
more inlense social interaction over greater distances also
facilitated the spread of new infeclious discases like the bubonic
plague. The enormous plague epidemic of the mid-144h eentury,
for cxampie, killed np to one-ihird of the respective populations of
China, the Middle East, and Europe. However, these unwelcome
by-products of unfolding globalization processcs did not reach
their most horrifie manifestation until the fateful 16th-century
collision of the ‘old" and ‘new’ worlds, when the nasty germs of
Eoropean invaders killed an estimated 18 million Native
Americans.
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The early modern period (1500-1750)

The term ‘modernity’ has becomo associated with the 18th-century
Furopean Enlightenment project of developing objective scioncee,
achicving a universal form of moralily and law, and liberating
ralional modces of thought and social organization from the
perecived ittationalitics ol mylh, religion, and political tyranay. The
{abel ‘carly moder’, then, refers to the period between the
Enlighteniment and the Renaissance. During these lwo centuries,
Europe and its socinl practices served as the primary catalyst for
globalization. Having contributed jittle Lo technology and other
civilizational achicvemonis belore about 1,000 cg, Buropeans
northwest of Lhe Alps greatly benefited from the diffusion of
technological innovations originating in Islamic and Chinese
cullgiral spheres. Despile the weakened political inffuence of

China and the noticcable ecological decline of the Fortile

Creseent some 500 yoars laler, European powuess [aifed to penctrale
into the inlerior of Africa and Asia. Instead, ithey larned their
cxpansionistic desives westward, scarching {or a new, profitable

sea roule Lo India. Their elforls were aided by such fnnovations as
mechanized printing, sophisticated wind and water mills, exlensive
postal sysiems, revised maritime Lechnologies, and advanced
navigation techniques. Add the enormons impact of the
Reformation and the related liberal political idea of mited
government, and we have identificd the main forces behind the
qualitative leap that greatly inlensified demographic, eultural,
ceological, and ceonomic flows between Europe, Africs, and the
Americas.

Of course, Lhe rise of Eurepean melropolitan cenires and thelr
affiliatied merchant classes represented another important factor
responsible for strengithening globalization tendencies during the
carly modern period, Embodying the new values of individualism
and uniimited material accumolation, European cconomic
entreprencurs laid the fonndation of what Jater scholars would call
the ‘capitalist world systeny’. However, these fledgling capitalists
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could nol have achieved the global expansion of their commercial
enterprises without substantin] support {rom their respective
governroents. The monaichs of Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands,
France, and England all put significant resourees into the
exploration of new worlds and the construction of new
interregional markets that benefited them much more than their
exolic ‘trading pariners’. By the catdy 1600s, national joint stock
companics like the Dutch and British East India corupanics were
founded for Lhe expross purpose of sclting up prefitable overscas
Lrade posts. As Lhese innovalive corporations grew in size and
slature, Lthey acquired the power to regulale most intercontinental
ceonomic Lransaclions, in the process implementing social
instilutions and cullural practices that cnabled jaler colonial
governmenls Lo place these foreign regions under direct

political rule. Related developments, such as the Atlantic slave
trade and (oreed population transfors within the Amcericas,
resulled in Lhe sullering and deaths of millions of non-Europeans
while greally beneliting white immigrants and iheir home
connlyics.

To be sure, religions warlare within Eorope also created its

share ol dislocation and dispfacemont for Caucasian popuiations.
Moreover, as a resuil of these protracied armed conflicts,
miilitary alliances and political arrangements nnderwent
continunous modification. Ultimately evolving from Lhe
Wesiphalian states sysiem, Lhe sovercign, territorial nation-state
had emerged by 1648 as the modern container of sociak life, As
the early modoemn period drew o a close, interdependencies
among nation-slates were mulliplying as well as inereasing in
density.

The modern period (1750-1970)

By Lhe late 1811 contury, Australia and the Paciflic isfands were
slowly incorporated into the European-dominated network of
politeal, economic, and cultural exchange. Inereasingly
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confronted with stories of the ‘distant’ and images of countless
‘others’, Europeans and their descendants on other continents
took it upon themselves to assume the role of the world's
guardians of universal law and morality. In spite of their
persistent claims to civilizational leadership, however, they
remained strangely oblivious to their racist practices and the
appalling conditions of incqualily that existed both within their
own sogiclics and between the West and the ‘rest. Fed by a
sleady stream of malerials and resources that originated mostly
in other regions of the world, Western capilalist enlerprises
gained in stature, Daring Lo resist powerfinl governmental
conlrols, cconomic entrepreneurs and their academic
cottnterparts began 1o spread a philosaphy of individualism
and rational self-interest thal glorified the virtues ol an
idealized capitalist syslem supposcdly basced vpon the
providential workings of the frec market and its ‘invisible
hand’.

Wrilten in 1847 by Liic German political radicals Karl Marx and
Fricdrich Engels, the following passage from Lheir famous
Comreundst Manifesto captures the qualitative shifl in social
relations Lhat pushed globalization lo anew level in Lhe modern
period.

Indoed, the volume of world trade incrcased dramatically between

1850 and 1914, Guided by the activilies of multinational banks,

The discovery of Ameries pﬂepmd th.- wny?br,ygig& :
try and its ereation of a truly global markel_. “Th §auer

.greall)' expanded trade, navigation, and cummuni%f%%fg by
land. These developments, in turn, caused the muherfg’?bﬁﬁ;
sion of industry. The growth of industry, trade, Mvigaliun,

and railroads also went hand in hand with the rise of the
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Globalization

bourgeoisie and capital which pushed o the background
the old social classes of the Middle Ag@w;@hmﬂ around
the globe by its burning desire for ever-expanding markets
for its products,-the bourgeoisie has no choice but settle
everywhere; cultivate everywhere; establish connections
everywhere ... Rapidly improving the instruments of
production, the bourgeoisic uulim uzc meesunuy easing
~modes of communication to pull ull nuitms mtn "éiviliu :

':'l!an - even the. mo@ _
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capital and goods flowed across the borders relatively (rocly s the
sterling-based gold slandard made possible Lhe worldwide
circulation of leading netional eurrencies Jike e British pound and
the Duleh gilder. Eagor Lo acquing Uicir own independent resonree
bases, most European nation-stales subjecled largoe portions of the
global South Lo direct colonial yutle, O the oves of Wordd War 1,
merchandize lrade measured a8 & porcentage of gross national
oviput lolalled almost 129 for the industrialized sountiies, & Jevel
unmalehed until the 1970s. Global pricing systems factlitated trade
in important sommoditics like graing, cotlon, and various metals.
Brand name packaged goods like Coca-Cola drinks, Camphbell
soups, Singer sewing machines, and Remingion lypewrilcrs

made Cheir first appearance. In order to raise the globel visibility of
these corporations, intermational advortising agencies launched

the first fuil-blown iransborder commercial promotion

campaigns,

As Marx and Eagels noted, however; the vise of the European
bourgeoisie and the related intensification of global
interconnections wonld not have been possible without the 19th-
century explosion of sclence and technology. To be sure, the
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maintenanee of these new indusliial regimes required new power
sonrces such as electricity and petroleum. The largely unregulated
use of these energy sources resulted in the annibilation of countiess
animal and plant species as well as the toxilication of entire regions.
On the up side, howerver, railways, mechanized shipping, and 20th-
cenlury intercontinental air bransport managed Lo overcome the
last remaining geographical obstacles to the establishment of o
genuine global infrastructure, while at the same lime lowering
transportation costs.

Thesc innovations in transportalion were complemenied by the
swill development of communication lechnologics. The telegraph
and ils transailantic reach afler 1866 provided for instant
information exchanges between Lhe two hemispheres, Morcover,
the telegraph scl ihe stage for thie telephone and wircless radio
communication, prompling newly ¢cmerging communication
corporalions like ATET io coin advertising slogans in colebration of
aworld ‘incxlricably bound Logether’. Finally, the 20th-continy
arrival of mass circulalion nowspapers and magazines, {ilm, and
television further enhanced a growing consciousness of a rapidly
shrinking world,

The modern period alse witnessed an unprecedented population
cxplosion. Having increased only modestly from about 300 million
al the time of the birth of Chiist Lo 760 million in 1750, the werld's
population reached 4.7 billion in 1970. Enormous waves of
migralion imengified existing cultnral exchanges and translornicd
traditional social paticrns. Popular imraigration couniries like the
Uniled Staies of America, Canada, and Auvstralia look advantage of
this boost in productivity. By the carly 20th century, these countries
entered the world stage as forees Lo be reckened with. At the same
time, however, they made significant cfforts to control these large
raigratory flows, in the provess inventing aovel forms of
burcancratic control and developing new surveillanee Lechniques
designed Lo accumulate more information abont ationals while
keoping "undesivables’ out.
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migranty avriving in New York City in the late 1800s.
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‘When the accelerating process of industrialization sharpened
exisling disparities in wealth and well-being beyond bearable limits,
many working people in the global North began Lo organize
themselves politically in various labour mevements and socialist
parties. However, their idealistic calls for international class
solidarity went largely unheeded. Insiead, nationalist ideologies
captured the imaginalion of millions of peopic around the world.
There is no question thal interstate rivalries intensified at the outset
ol the 20th century as a resuit of aass migralion, urbanization,
colonial competilion, and the excessive liberalization of world trade.
The cnsuing period of extreme nakionalism culminated in two
devastating world wars, & long global economic dopression, and
hoslile neasures Lo protect nncrowly eonceived political
communitics.

Tho defcal of \he axis powers in 1945 and the process of
decolonizalion slowly rovived global flows and intkeenational
cxchanges. & new political order of nation-stales anchored in the
charier of the Uniled Nations raised Lhe prospect of global
democratic governance. During the 1950s, however, such
cosmopolilan hopes quickly faded as the Cold War divided the
world for [our lang deeades into iwo antagonistic spheres: a libernl-
capitalist camp dominaled by the United Statcs, and an
authorilatian-socialist reaim controlled by Uie Soviet Union. For
the firsl time in human bistory, U specire of a global conflict
capable of destroying virtually all life on our planct had boon raised.

The contemporary period {from 1970)

As we stoted at the beginning of this cliapler, the dramatic creation,
expansion, and acceleration of worldwide interdependencies and
global exchanges that have vecurred since the early 19708 represent
yet another quantin leap in the history of globalization. But what
exactly is happening? Why does what is happening jostify the
creation of a buzsword that has not only captured the public
imagination, bt has alzo elicited sich powerfui conilicting
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Globalization

emotional responses? Is contemporary globalization a ‘good’ or
a'bad’ thing? Throughoul this book we will consider possible
answers to these crucial questions. In doing so, we will limit the
application of the term ‘globalization’ to the conteraporary period
while keeping in mind that the dynamic driving these processes
actually starfed thousands of ycars ago.

Before we embark on this next stage of our journey, let us pause and
recall an important point we made in Chapier 1. Globalization is not
asingle process bul a set of processes that eperate simultancously
snd uncvenly on several levels and in various ditncensions. We could
compare Lhese interaclions and interdependencies Lo an intricate
tapestry of overlapping shapes and colours. Yel, just as an auto
mechanic apprentice must torn off and disassembie the car engine
in order to imderstand ils operation, so must Lhe siudent of
globalization apply analytical distinctions in order to make sense of
the wob of global inlerdependencics. In ensuing chaplers we will
identily, cxplore, and assess patierns of globalization in cach
domain while keeping in mind ils operation as an inleracling
whole. Although e will siudy the various dimensions of
globalization in isolation, wewill resist Uhe Leraplation Lo reduce
globalizalion Lo a single aspeet. Thus will we avoid Lhe biunder that
kept the blind men (rom appreciating the mullidimensional natore
of the clephant.
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