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i the | and abetted by your Citizens? He is a public nui- of t

vany I sance, is he not? “Yes, sir.” “A convicted liar?” “Yes, kno
until | sir” "He has been kicked and cuffed, and caned?” witl
can | “Yes, sir.” “And he is utterly dishonorable, debased, to b
pen- I and profligate?” “Yes, sir." “In the name of wonder, our
= then, what is his merit?” “Well, sir, he is a smart thei
| man.” - that
ward cien
asted In this caricature of conflicting cultural values, pin
The i Dickens was of course only one of many wits and
ately, | who mercilessly probed the consequences of the ven
mart , heavy emphasis on financial success.... But per- Mar
tural | haps most in point here was the deployment of (A1
ually | wit by Ambrose Bierce in a form which made it rogll
ome- evident that wit had not cut away from its ety- ?l?e}
s [in | mological origins and still meant the power by wor
frver | which one knows, learns, or thinks. In his char- as t
ledge | acteristically ironical and deep-seeing essay on tho:
e his ! “crime and its correctives,” Bierce begins with dre:
' the observation that “Sociologists have long hon
been debating the theory that the impulse to non
ny a s : Wi
deacs | commit crime is a disease, and the ayes appear |
Jave | to have it—the disease.” After this prelude, he de- 51_1:9‘
de- | scribes the ways in which the successful rogue the:
ula- | _ achieves social legitimacy, and proceeds to anat- E;‘
irel, i omize the discrepancies between cultural values to t;
the | and social relations. Or
i are ;
35.... | The good American is, as a rule, pretty hard on ?:lj'
ired ! roguery, but he atones for his austerity by an amy- orh
nce i able toleration of rogues. His only requirement is hr
ring [ that he must personally know the rogues. We all hyp
od ' ) “denounce” thieves loudly enough if we have not yP
m: = the honor of their acquaintance. If we have, why, rasc
ate that is different—unless they have the actual odor :’:2
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nui- ; ; of the slum or the prison about them. We may | guis
Yes, | know them guilty, but we meet them, shake hands The
ed?” ' with them, drink with them and, if they happen the
wed, ' to be wealthy, or otherwise great, invite them to . iste
wder, f | our houses, and deem it an honor to frequent [ can
nart | theirs. We do not “approve their methods"—let twe
i that be understood; and thereby they are suffi- i ~h
; ! ciently punished. The notion that a knave cares a Amy
dues, | pin what is thought of his ways by one who is civil i dess
wits ' and friendly to himself appears to have been in- ‘ non
fthe | | vented by a humorist. On the vaudeville stage of higt
- per- | I Marsit would probably have made his fortune. reag
nt of , {And again] If social recognition were denied to o
de it i rogues they would be fewer by many. Some would Livi
i only the more diligently cover their tracks along baro
;ety | the devious paths of unrighteousness, but others obse
by 4 would do so much violence to their consciences lar ¢
*har- ' as to rencunce the disadvantages of rascality for all ol
Yy on | those of an honest life. An unworthy person insti
with | | dreads nothing so much as the withholding of an "
long ‘ honest hand, the slow, inevitable stroke of an ig- Tl
se to | noring eye. the 1
ypear | We have rich rogues because we have “re- land
ede- | spectable” persons who are not ashamed to take of
ogue them by the hand, to be seen wit_h them, to say men
oy that they know them. In such it iz treachery to crim
1 censure them; to cry out when robbed by them is not
atues | to turn state’s evidence. statL
One may smile upon a rascal {most of us domany from
{on times a day) if one does not know him to be a ras- _—
. cal, and has not said he ig; but knowing him to be,
imi- . . . 1 i colla
. or hm_ng sapd he is, to smile upon him isto be_a tentt
e all | hypocrite—just a plain hypocrite or a sycophantic b
e i . hypocrite, according to the station in life of the ‘ s
wh rascal smiled upon There are more plain hyp- res|
de : : ocrites than sycophantic ones, for there are more per ¢
. rascals of no consequence than rich and distin- inge
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may guished ones, though they get fewer smiles each. the g
inds 5 The American people will be plundered aslong as thest
pen | the American character is what it is; as long as it 2 ma
nto | is tolerant of successful knaves; as long as Ameri- The
lent can ingenuity draws an imaginary distinction be- : i
—let tween a man's public character and his private |
uffi- | —his commercial and his personal. In brief, the age
esa ' American people will be plundered as long as they - worr
civil deserve to be plundered. No human law can stop, worr
1in- ; none ought to stop it, for that would abrogate a coun
e of higher and more salutary law: “As ye sow, ye shall York
, reap.” of ¢t
dto expyr
s>uld | . Living in the age in which the American robber merr
long f : barons flourished, Bierce could not easily fail to tried
hers observe what became later known as “white-col- Ont
nces | lar crime.” Nevertheless, he was aware that not estly
: for all of these large and dramatic departures from cons
f;: : institutional norms in the top economic strata offici
Vg | are known, and possibly fewer deviations among beiry
the lesser middle classes come to light. Suther- ifest;
“re- ' land has repeatedly documented the prevalence non.’
take | of “white-collar criminality” among business But
say | men. He notes, further, that many of these beha
vy to crimes were not prosecuted because they were kriov
mis i not detected or, if detected, because of “the stati
status of the business man, the trend away lowe
lany from punishment, and the relatively unorga- it ap
ras- nized resentment of the public against white- pres:
:):e’ collar criminals.” A study of some 1,700 preva- lowe
o lently middle-class individuals found that “off the
“the . the record crimes” were common among wholly ducii
1)1 “respectable” members of society. Ninety-nine show
ml per cent of those questioned confessed to hav- cons
A ing committed one or more of 49 offenses under
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ach. | ! the penal law of the State of New York, each of whes

g as | these offenses being sufficiently serious to draw succt

e ' | amaximum sentence of not less than one year. | . tea

Uik | ' The mean number of offenses in adult years : for t

1be- | this exciudes all offenses committed before the [ ' port
vate | . |

the . { age of sixteen—was 18 for men and 11 for confi

they I : women. Fully 64% of the men and 29% of the colla

1op, i | women acknowledged their guilt on one or more [ man

e a counts of felony which, under the laws of New [ unift

hall I | York, is ground for depriving them of all rights [ reali:

! i of citizenship. One keynote of these findings 15 this

expressed by a minister, referring to false state- warc

ibber I ments he made about a commodity he sold, “1 labor

ailto . tried truth first, but it's not always successful.” readi

:-col- ' ' On the basis of these resuits, the authors moed- of we

t not estly conclude that “the number of acts legally comu

from [ constituting crimes are far in excess of those For

trata officially reported. Unlawful behavior, far from saliei

nong being an abnormal social or psychological man- prov

ther- , ifestation, is in truth a very common phenome- ture,

I.ence | ! non.” ing t

Iness | But whatever the differential rates of deviant class

these | behavior in the several social strata, and we thec

| know from many sources that the official crime socia

| statistics uniformly showing higher rates in the for ¢

lower strata are far from complete or reliable, for

it appears from our analysis that the greatest strue

pressures toward deviation are exerted upon the tom

' lower strata, Cases in point permit us to detect open

the sodological mechanisms involved in pro- cess-

| ducing these pressures. Several researchers have for t}

shown that specialized areas of vice and crime few «

constitute a "normal” response to a situation lead:
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ch of where the cultural emphasis upon pecuniary mate
draw | success has been absorbed, but where there is lit- | the i
year. ' i tle access to conventional and legitimate means less e
ars— | for becoming successful. The occupational op- of
e the | i portunities of people in these areas are largely socia
L for | confined to manual labor and the lesser white- dem
f the | : collar jobs. Given the American stigmatization of ent t
more ' manual labor which has been found to hold rather | weal
New | | uniformly in all social classes, and the absence of ' Carn
ights ' I realistic opportunities for advancement beyond large
s is | | this level, the result is a marked tendency to- stitu
tate- 1 | ward deviant behavior. The status of unskilled incol
14, “1 | labor and the consequent low income cannot The
sful.” : teadily compete in terms of established standards ends
nod- | [ of worth with the promises of power and high in- prog
gally come from organized vice, rackets and crime. lade:
‘hose ' For our purposes, these situations exhibit two this
from ; salient features. First, incentives for success are of a1
nan- | provided by the established values of the cul- “failt
ome- ture, and second, the avenues available for mov- close
. ing toward this goal are largely limited by the high
viant class structure to those of deviant behavior. It is cent,
1 we the combination of the cultural emphasis and the Thi
rime social structure which produces intense pressure It im
n the for deviation. Recourse to legitimate channels ture,
iable, for “getting in the money"” is limited by a class suce
atest [ structure which is not fully open at each level starn
nthe to men of good capacity. Despite our persisting high
etect open-class-ideology, advance toward the suc- ated
pro- cess-goal is relatively rare and notably difficult agge
have ! ~ for those armed with little formal education and rigid
L1 P few economic resources. The dominant pressure oppc
ati leads toward the gradual attenuation of legiti- tains
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| | |
nlary : | mate, but by and large ineffectual, strivings and syste
is hit- l the increasing use of illegitimate, but more or all e
\eans less effective, expedients. i ; popu
1 op- _ Of those located in the lower reaches of the | rigot
rgely ' social structure, the culture makes incompatible to af
hite- | demands. On the one hand, they are asked to ori- ' : consi
on of l : ent their conduct toward the prospect of large vian
ather wealth—“Every man a king,” said Marden and said,
ice of | Carnegie and Long—and on the other, they are . tion
yond l largely denied effective opportunitiesto do so in- and
y to- [ stitutionally. The consequence of this structural _ Inste
clled I inconsistency is & high rate of deviant behavior. held
nnot | _ The equilibrium between culturally designated class
dards ends and means becomes highly unstable with actw
thin- | progressive emphasis on attaining the prestige- class
e. E | laden ends by any means whatsoever. Within this
: two | ! this context, Al Capone represents the triumph tion,
s are : of amoral intelligence over morally prescribed vian
- cul- , “failure,” when channels of vertical mobility are Thi
nov- | closed or narrowed in a society which places a vary
¢ the _ | high premium on economic affluence and social as- “Powv:
Ltis | _ cent for all its members. erate
dthe f | This last qualification is of central importance. foun
ssure _ It implies that other aspects of the social struc- fiabl:
1nels ture, besides the extreme emphasis on pecuniary ables
class i success, must be considered if we are to under- of op
level stand the social sources of deviant behavior. A spicy
sting j high frequency of deviant behavior is not gener- the 1
suc- { ated merely by lack of opportunity or by this ex- will
ficult f i aggerated pecuniary emphasis. A comparatively pove
rigidified class structure, a caste order, may limit petir
opportunities far beyond the point which ob- merr
| tains in American society today. It is when a empl
| Back to | -
17
= Page 188 of 543 « 35%
oon
aomg
oano
hittps./#/mail google com/mailiu/2/#inbox/KtbxLwHDkeQLLZKxIkPkTgBbnwmQQF VRSV 7projector=1amessagePartid=0 .1 11



9/9/2018 Screenshot_20180809-115844_Amazon Kindle.jpg

LI =ECA@AW - BNEF 0 88%W11:58 AM

v = Q Aa B [N

SOCIAL THEORY: THE... (&)

-
(1]
[=]
=1

sand systemn of cultural values extols, virtually above goal,
all else, certain common success-goals for the mal
population at large while the social structure { relial
f the rigorously restricts or completely closes access ' less |
itible to approved modes of reaching these goals fora ' ern I
3 oti- considerable part of the same population, that de- ; nom
large : viant behavior ensues on a large scale. Otherwise ' area:
« and . said, our egalitarian ideology denies by implica- in tk
y are i tion the existence of non-competing individuals ' asso
30 in- . and groups in the pursuit of pecuniary success. _ cient
tural | Instead, the same body of success-symbols is How
wior. | | held to apply for all. Goals are held to transcend tion-
ated | ! class lines, not to be bounded by them, yet the | signi
with : actual social organization is such that there exist basis
tige- i class differentials in accessibility of the goals. In twee
ithin this setting, a cardinal American virtue, "ambi- othe
| . g . : ,
mph | tion,” promotes a cardinal American vice, “de- with
ribed ' viant behavior.” The
y are | This theoretical analysis may help explain the culty
ces a : varying correlations bet ween crime and poverty. thes
al as- | “Poverty” is not an isolated variable which op- awar
{ erates in precisely the same fashion wherever aspir
i found; it is only one in a complex of identi- a dis
i fiably interdependent social and cultural vari- cial r
i ables. Poverty as such and consequent limitation this«
of opportunity are not enough to produce a con-
spicuously high rate of criminal behavior. Even Rit
i . . @ u
the notorious “poverty in the midst of plenty
will not necessarily lead to this result. But when As lc
poverty and associated disadvantages in com- patte
peting for the culture values approved for all aspir
members of the society are linked with acultural to al
emphasis on pecuniary success as a dominant nern
trodr
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goal, high rates of criminal behavior are the nor-
mal outcome. Thus, crude (and not necessarily
reliable) crime statistics suggest that poverty is
iess highly correlated with crime in southeast-
ern Europe than in the United States. The eco-
nomic life-chances of the poor in these European
areas would seem to be even less promising than
in this country, so that neither poverty nor its
association with limited opportunity is suffi-
cient to acoount for the varying correlations.
However, when we consider the full configura-
tion—poverty, limited opportunity and the as-
signment of cultural goals—there appears some
basis for explaining the higher correlation be-
tween poverty and crime in our sodiety than in
others where rigidified class structure is coupled
with differential class symbols of success.

The victims of this contradiction between the
cultural emphasis on pecuniary ambition and
the social bars to full opportunity are not always
aware of the structural sources of their thwarted
aspirations. To be sure, they are often aware of
a discrepancy between individual worth and so-
cial rewards. But they do not necessarily see how
this comes about.

Ritualism

As located in the typology, ritualism refers to a
pattern of response in which culturally defined
aspirations are abandoned while “one continues
to abide almost compulsively by institutional
norms.” As was said when this concept was in-
troduced, “it is something of a terminological
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behavior is institutionally permitted, though
not culturally preferred, it is not generally con-
sidered to represent a ‘social problem.’ Intimates
of individuals making this adaptation may pass
judgment in terms of prevailing cultural em-
phases and may ‘feel sorry for them’; they may,
in the individual case, feel that ‘old Jonesy is
certainly in a rut.’ Whether this is described as
deviant behavior or no, it clearly represents a de-
parture from the cultural model in which men
are obliged to strive actively, preferably through

" institutionalized procedures, to move onward
and upward in the social hierarchy.” ...

Retreatism

The retreatist pattern consists of the substan-
tial abandoning both of the once-esteemed cul-
tural goals and of institutionalized practices di-
rected toward those goals. Approximations to
this pattern have recently been identified among
what has been described as “problem families”—
roughly, those families who do not measure up
to the normative expectations prevailing in their
social environment. Further evidence of this
mode of response is found among workers who
develop a state of psychic passivity in response
to some discernible extent of anomie.
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War effort to reconstruct the South. Prior to Du
Bois's book, it was typical to blame the failure
of Reconstruction in 1867 on the freed blacks.
Du Bois, with characteristic restraint, dismisses
such a nidiculous claim with a careful socio-
structural analysis of economic and political ten-
sions between black and white workers that
were provoked by the white planter class. The ar-
gument is, in effect, not a question of failure so
much as structured fates determined by larger
political forces. Nowhere is the brilliance of Du
Bois's structural sociology better illustrated than
in the idea David Roediger has called the “racial
wage”—the tacit accord whereby the white
planters co-opted impoverished white work-
ers to join their segregationist practices against
black workers. In the post-Civil War period, the
dominant class of whites regained their control
of the American South by offering poor white
workers the status of being white in compen-
sation for their economic misery. The selection
is from the conclusion to Black Reconstruction, a
book of more than 700 pages.

Black Reconstruction and the Racial Wage*
W. E. B. Du Bois (1935)

We see this more clearly today than the nation of
1868, or any of its leaders, could possibly envis-
age it; but even then, Northern industry knew
that universal suffrage in the South, inthe hands
of Negroes just freed from slavery, and of white
people still enslaved by poverty, could not stand
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0 Du against organized industry. They promptly cal- | R
ilure culated that the same method of controlling the ar
acks. labor vote would come in vogue in the South as tio
lisses they were already using in the North, and that tw
ocio- the industry which used these methods must be
lten- in the meantime cooperate with Northern in- su
that dustry; that it could not move the foundation - be
1ear- stones upon which Northern industry was con- th:
re so solidating its power; that is, the tariff, the money m:
arger system, the debt, and national in place of state an
f Du control of industry. This would seem to be what ! ea
than the masters of exploitation were counting upon ecs
-acial and it certainly came true in the bargain of 1876. _ ca
vhite Thus by singular coincidence and for a mo- m
vork- ment, for the few years of an eternal second in ' m
ainst a cycle of a thousand years, the orbits of two | th
|, the widely and utterly dissimilar economic systems ' wl
ntrol coincided and the result was a revolution so vast te:
vhite | and portentous that few minds ever fully con- | su
ipen- ceived it; for the systems were these: first, that of t . tri
ction | a democracy which should by universal suffrage E ‘_ m
ion, a 5 : establish a dictatorship of the proletariat ending I | wi
'I | in industrial democracy; and the other, a system 1 | an

e § _ by which a little knot of masterful men would g su
" ' | so organize capitalism as to bring under their l t in
2 control the natural resources, wealth and indus- ! i ug
try of a vast and rich country and through that, i fl of

on of ! _ of the world. For a second, for a pulse of time, | | ar
nvis- | these orbits crossed and coincided, but their cen- . , lo
tew ._ tral suns were a thousand light-years apart, even t " at
ands | L though theblind and ignorant fury of the South | p:
| and the complacent Philistinism of the North st

; m

‘ saw them as one.
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Reconstruction was an economic revolution on
a mighty scale and with world-wide reverbera-
tion. Reconstruction was not simply a fight be-
tween the white and black races in the South or
between master and ex-slave. It was much more
subtle; it involved more than this. There have
been repeated and continued attempts to paint
this era as an interlude of petty politics or night-
mare of race hate instead of viewing it slowly
and broadly as a tremendous series of efforts to
earn a living in new and untried ways, to achieve
economic security and to restore fatal losses of
capital and investment. It was a vast labor move-
ment of ignorant, earnest, and bewildered black
men whose faces had been ground in the mud by
their three awful centuries of degradation and
who now staggered forward blindly in blood and
tears amid petty division, hate and hurt, and
surrounded by every disaster of war and indus-
trial upheaval. Reconstruction was a vast labor
movement of ignorant, muddled and bewildered
white men who had been disinherited of land
and labor and fought a long battle with sheer
subsistence, hanging on the edge of poverty, eat-
ing clay and chasing slaves and now lurching
up to manhood. Reconstruction was the turn
of white Northern migration southward to new
and sudden economic opportunity which fol-
lowed the disaster and dislocation of war, and an
attempt to organize capital and, labor on a new
pattern and build a new economy. Finally Recon-
struction was a desperate effort of a dislodged,
maimed, impoverished and ruined oligarchy and
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monopoly to restore an anachronism in eco-
nomic organization by force, fraud and slander,
in defiance of law and order, and in the face of a
great labor movement of white and black, and in
bitter strife with a new capitalism and a new po-
litical framework.

All these contending and antagonistic groups
spoke different and unknown tongues; to the
Negro “Freedom” was God; to the poor white
“Freedom” was nothing—he had more than he
had use for; to the planter “Freedom” for the
poor was laziness and for the rich, control of
the poor worker; for the Northern business man
“Freedom” was opportunity to get rich.

Yet, with interpretation, agreement was possi-
ble here; North and South agreed that laborers
must produce profit; the poor white and the
Negro wanted to get the profit arising from
the laborers’ toil and not to divide it with the
employers and landowners. When Northern and
Southern employers agreed that profit was most
important and the method of getting it sec-
ond, the path to understanding was clear. When
white laborers were convinced that the degrada-
tion of Negro labor was more fundamental than
the uplift of white labor, the end was in sight....

The political success of the doctrine of racial
separation, which overthrew Reconstruction by
uniting the planter and the poor white, was far
exceeded by its astonishing economic results.
The theory of laboring class unity rests upon the
assumption that laborers, despite internal jeal-
ousies, will unite because of their opposition to
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eco- exploitation by the capitalists. According to this, ' efh
nder, even after a part of the poor white laboring class ere
2of a became identified with the planters, and eventu- the
ndin ally displaced them, their interests would be dia- pla
N pO- metrically opposed to those of the mass of white ter
labor, and of course to those of the black la- sct
oups borers. This would throw white and black labor th:
> the into one class, and precipitate a united fight for igr
vhite higher wage and better working conditions. 0
n he Most persons do not realize how far this failed wa
r the to work in the South, and it failed to work be- wa
ol of cause the theory of race was supplemented by re:
man a carefully planned and slowly evolved method, pe
which drove such a wedge between the white ' ba
Y0S8Si- and black workers that there probably are not th
orers today in the world two groups of workers with wt
1 the practically identical interests who hate and fear ' th
from each other so deeply and persistently and who sti
1 the are kept so far apart that neither sees anything | N
1and of common interest. ' re:
most j It must be remembered that the white group .- at
sec- of laborers, while they received a low wage, | . for
vhen were compensated in part by a sort of public | | se
rada- - and psychological wage. They were given public . . lat
than deference and titles of courtesy because they 1 - So
Iit.... | were white. They were admitted freely with all : lat
classes of white people to public functions, pub- _ wi
acial lic parks, and the best schools. The police were | . co
n by drawn from their ranks, and the courts, depen- ; ; sa
s far dent upon their votes, treated them with such * ' ra
"mi | leniency as to encourage lawlessness. Their vote ; gr
Nt p=——==="""1  selected public officials, and while this had small | W
g effect upon the economic situation, it had great | , be

m ~; |

| | | I

, |

| [ ———— ', |

“| Backto}r— B - hoe




this,
class
antu-
» dia-
vhite
k la-
labor
it for

‘ailed
k be-
d by
thod,
vhite
2 not
with
| fear
who
hing

TOup
vage,
ublic
ublic
they
-h all
pub-
were
pen-
such

vote

>

gr¢

[

5 8 v e b e 3 oy @b b 5
e s e e

Back to

- S

SOCIAL THEORY: THE ...

effect upon their personal treatment and the def-
erence shown them. White schoolhouses were
the best in the community, and conspicuously
placed, and they cost anywhere from twice to
ten times as much per capita as the colored
schools. The newspapers specialized on news
that flattered the poor whites and almost utterly
ignored the Negro except in crime and ridicule.

On the other hand, in the same way, the Negro
was subject to public insult; was afraid of mobs;
was liable to the jibes of children and the un-
reasoning fears of white women; and was com-
pelled almost continuously to submit to various
badges of inferiority. The result of this was that
the wages of both classes could be kept low, the
whites fearing to be supplanted by Negro labor,
the Negroes always being threatened by the sub-
stitution of white labor.

Mob violence and lynching were the inevitable
result of the attitude of these two classes and for
a time were a sort of permissible Roman holiday
for the entertainment of vicious whites. Onecan
see for these reasons why labor organizers and
labor agitators made such small headway in the
South. They were, for the most part, appealing to
laborers who would rather have low wages upon
which they could eke out an existence than see
colored labor with a decent wage. White labor
saw in every advance of Negroes a threat to their
racial prerogatives, so that in many districts Ne-
groes were afraid to build decent homes or dress
well, or own carriages, bicycles or automobiles,
because of possible retaliation on the part of the
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The effect of caste on the moral integrity of
the Negro race in America has thus been widely
disastrous; servility and fawning, gross flattery
of white folk and lying to appease and cajole
them; failure to achieve dignity and self-respect
and moral self-assertion, personal cowardliness
and submission to insult and aggression; exag-
gerated and despicable humility; lack of faith of
Negroes in themselves and in other Negroes and
in all colored folk; inordinate admiration for the
stigmata of success among white folk: wealth
and arrogance, cunning dishonesty and assump-
tions of superiority; the exaltation of laziness
and indifference as just as successful as the in-
dustry and striving which invites taxation and
oppression; dull apathy and cynicism,; faith in no
future and the habit of moving and wandering
in search of justice; a religion of prayer and sub-
mission to replace determination and effort.

These are not universal results or else the Negro
long since would have dwindled and died in
crime and disease. But they are so widespread as
to bring inner conflict as baffling as the prob-
lems of inter-racial relations, and they hold back
the moral grit and organized effort which are the
only hope of survival.

On this and in spite of this comes an extra-
ordinary record of accomplishment, a record so
contradictory of what one might easily expect
that many people and even the Negroes them-
selves are deceived by it. The real question is not
so much what the Negro has done in spite of
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caste, as what he might have accomplished with
reasonable encouragement. He has cut down his
illiteracy more than two-thirds in fifty years,
but with decent schools it ought to have been
cut down 99 per cent. He has accumulated land
and property, but has not been able to hold one-
tenth of that which he has rightly earned. He
has achieved success in many lines, as an inven-
tor, scientist, scholar and writer. But most of his
ability has been choked in chain-gangs and by
open deliberate discrimination and conspiracies
of silence. He has made a place for himself in lit-
erature and art, but the great deeps of his artistic
gifts have never yet been plumbed. And yet, for
all that he has accomplished not only the nation
but the South itself claims credit and actually
points to it as proof of the wisdom or at least the
innocuousness of organized suppression! ...

If white and black in the South were free and
intelligent there would be friendship and some
intermarriage and there ought to be; but none
would marry where he did not wishto, and there
could be no greater intermingling in the future
than in the shameful past, unless this union of
races proved successful and attractive.

The revolution of 1876 was, in fine, a victory
for which the South has every right to hang its
head. After enslaving the Negro for two and one-
half centuries, it turned on his emancipation to
beat a beaten man, to trade in slaves, and to kill
the defenseless; to break the spirit of the black
man and humiliate him into hopelessness; to
establish a new dictatorship of property in the
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South through the color line. It was a triumph
of men who in their effort to replace equality
with caste and to build inordinate wealth on a
foundation of abject poverty have succeeded in
killing democracy, art and religion.

And yet, despite this, and despite the long step
backward toward slavery that black folk have
been pushed, they have made withal a braveand
fine fight; a fight against ridicule and monstrous
caricature, against every refinement of cruelty
and gross insult, against starvation, disease and
murder in every form. It has left in their soul its
scars, its deep scars; but whenallis said, through
it all has gone a thread of brave and splendid
friendship from those few and rare men and
women of white skins, North and South, who
have dared to know and help and love black folk.

Notes

* Excerpt from The Economic Consequences of the Peace (New
York: Harcourt, Brace, and Howe, 1920), pp. 18-22.

* Reprinted with the permission of The Free Press, a Division of
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Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971), as a young

man, was a Protestant minister in the reform
tradition. He served a parishin an industrial area
of Detroit, where his concern for social justice
deepened. This experience influenced his long
career as a writer and teacher of social ethics
at the Union Theological Seminary in New York
City (1928-1960). Niebuhr was a force in pro-
gressive politics in New York and a cofounder of
the Americans for Democratic Action. His most
famous book, Moral Man and Immoral Society
(1932), was an important contribution to social
theory because of its then-stunning critique of
the moralistic idea that good individuals filled
with love for others could change the world. Na-
tions, he argued, are concerned with power and
thus with selfish interests; in politics, one strives
for justice, not love. Niebuhr's thinking in 1932
was thus in line with Keynes's insistence that the
era of the autonomous individual ended with
the more complex political and economic crises
that developed during and after World War 1.
Niebuhr's writings were an important influence
on Martin Luther King Jr. during his student
days. King’s strategy of forceful nonviolence
could be said to be one part Gandhi, another
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Niebuhr. King certainly shared Niebuhr's idea
that in the social realm, love could force justice,
if not love.

Moral Man and Immoral Socjety®
Reinhold Niebuhr (1932)

The difference between the attitudes of individ-
uals and those of groups has been frequently
alluded to, the thesis being that group relations
can never be as ethical as those which charac-
terise individual relations. In dealing with the
problem of social justice, it may be found that
the relation of economic classes within a state
is more important than international relations.
But from the standpoint of analysing the ethics
of group behavior, it is feasible to study the ethi-
cal attitudes of nations first; because the modern
nation is the human group of strongest social
cohesion, of most undisputed central authority
and of most clearly defined membership. The
church may have challenged its pre-eminence in
the Middle Ages, and the economic class may
compete with it for the loyalty of men in our
own day; vet it remains, as it has been since
the seventeenth century, the most absolute of all
human associations.

Nations are territorial societies, the cohesive
power of which is supplied by the sentiment of
nationality and the authority of the state. The
fact that state and nation are not synonymous
and that states freqguently incorporate several
nationalities, indicates that the authority of gov-
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ermment is the ultimate force of national cohe-
sion. The fact that state and nation are roughly
synonymous proves that, without the sentiment
of nationality with its common language and
traditions, the authority of government is usu-
ally unable to maintain national unity. The unity
of Scotland and England within a single British
state and the failure to maintain the same unity
between England and Ireland, suggest both the
possibilities and the limitations of transcending
nationality in the formation of states. For our
purposes we may think of state and nation asin-
terchangeable terms, since our interest is in the
moral attitudes of nations which have the appa-
ratus of a state at their disposal, and through it
are able to consolidate their social power and de-
fine their political attitudes and policies.

The selfishness of nations is proverbial. It was
a dictum of George Washington that nations
were not te be trusted beyond their own inter-
est. “No state” declares a German author, “has
ever entered a treaty for any other reason than
self interest,” and adds: “A statesman who has
any other motive would deserve to be hung” “In
every part of the world,” said Professor Edward
Dicey, "where British interests are at stake, I am
in favor of advancing these interests even at the
cost of war. The only qualification 1 admit is that
the country we desire to annex or take under our
protection should be calculated to confer a tan-
gible advantage upon the British Empire.” Na-
tional ambitions are not always avowed as hon-
estly as this, as we shall see later, but that is a fair

Page 194 of 543 « 36%

oaa

hitps://mail. google. com/mailiu/ 1/#inbox?projector=1

SN

®

state
to be

wh
ness
impc
ude
direc
with
natic
of ot
hanc
o a
whic
derst
be re
nitie
in ac
meal
brea:
citize
vanc
capa
the i
tions
rivin
mori
the
deve
creas
natic
icalc
betw
tellig

i



9/9/2018

N

Inmver-
yright
uming
izhers,
eimer
Copy-
on: (&)
itrans

hts re-
d Uni-

|
1
[
|
1estion |
legger.
nglish i
v, Pub-
iblish-

Ideol-
nowl.
. 1938
Itopia:
1heim,

vision
OCTAL
lerton

newed

1on of
ON IN
1935,

Screenshot_20180509-141339_Amazon Kindle.jpg

W EOSQCQOAR - BN % (72%E213PM

Q Aa

SOCIAL THEORY: THE ...

agoDa
amo
ooa

Unavoidable Dilemmas

Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971), as a young
man, was a Protestant minister in the reform
tradition. He served a parishin an industrial area
of Detroit, where his concern for social justice
deepened. This experience influenced his long
career as a writer and teacher of social ethics
at the Union Theological Seminary in New York
City (1928-1960). Niebuhr was a force in pro-
gressive politics in New York and a cofounder of
the Americans for Democratic Action. His most
famous book, Moral Man and Immoral Sactety
(1932), was an important contribution to social
theory because of its then-stunning critique of
the moralistic idea that good individuals filled
with love for others could change the world. Na-
tions, he argued, are concerned with power and
thus with selfish interests; in politics, one strives
for justice, not love. Niebuhr's thinking in 1932
was thus inline with Keynes's insistence that the
era of the autonomous individual ended with
the more complex political and economic crises
that developed during and after World War 1.
Niebuhr's writings were an important influence
on Martin Luther King Jr. during his student
days. King's strategy of forceful nonviclence
could be said to be one part Gandhi, another
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:ohe- ' statement of the actual facts, which need hardly
1ighly | : to be elaborated for any student of history. P
mnent What is the basis and reason for the selfish- G—!m
* and ness of nations? If we begin with what is least .mist
usu- : important or least distinctive of national atti- of so
1nity ' tudes, it must be noted that nations do not have ,Myf‘
dtish i ' direct contact with other national communities, ies 1t
inity with which they must form some kind of inter- -y E.:[
2 the { national community. They know the problems :::;
wding ' of other peoples only indirectly and at second
T our hand. Since both sympathy and justice depend Fhe :
18 in- | ' to a large degree upon the perception of need, mpc
n the | which makes sympathy flow, and upon the un- Ame
\ppa- | derstanding of competing interests, which must ﬁrn:t_
ghit | | be resolved, it is obvious that human commu- racia
d de- nities have greater difficulty than individuals P_rob
in achieving ethical relationships. While rapid uon
was means of communication have increased the strue
tions breadth of knowledge about world affairs among essay
nter- citizens of various nations, and the general ad- fml '
“has vance of education has ostensibly promoted the its "
than capacity to think rationally and justly upon 4T
y has the inevitable conflicts of interest between na- asses
S “In tions, there is nevertheless little hope of ar- t}_‘i
ward riving at a perceptible increase of international
Iam morality through the growth of intelligence and The._
t the the perfection of means of communication. The Gunr
.that development of international commerce, the in- Ther
r our creased economic interdependence among the d:
tan- nations, and the whole apparatus of a technolog- andi
'’ Na- ical civilisation, increase the problems and issues assw
he [ between nations much more rapidly than the in- ent 1
af ] = telligence to solve them can be created. golz
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ident to offer. am
ies of The anomalous status of the Jew is based upon wa
ality the solidarity of his communal life and hisamaz- ern
llse a ing ability to act collectively. It is his historical ter
ailiar isolation—it is the ghetto, voluntary or compul- on
scale; sory, medieval or modern, which not only ac- the
counts for his character, but for the fantastic ' alls
d by conception that others have of him. The history the
it is of the Jews and the history of the ghetto are in int
L any essence a history of migrations. In the course _ th:
‘that of these migrations the Jews have developed at
y as- connections which have crystallized into what :
time, seems to be an international organization. As a | jar
, but result the Jew appears to be not merely ubiqui- the
d are tous but something of a mystery. If, therefore, =5
f dis- we have not found a solution to the so-called
that “Jewish problem,” is it not possible that in deal- i ﬁ
nuch ' ing with the ghetto as a natural phenomenon, [ Wi
xter- without offering an apology and without pre- | ‘
eams ! senting a program, we have made that problem Ar
more intelligible? : re:
com- ' rej
rs in _ . . | e
ats— | Walter Benjamin (1892-1940) was one of the [
ly. It more mythical figures among.th.ose ass.ocmted | of
yased with the Frankfurt School. This is due, in part, st1
to the acknowledged brilliance of his writ- '
nces, . . ) : th
-aph- }ngs, whlch.have en)oyefi a .renewed popular- __ ‘. i
i ity among literary theorists in recent years. In - of
hout addition, he died a martyr. In 1938, Benjamin o
i 1 refused Adorno's urging to join other members E
n4 . —— | of the Frankfurt School in New York. He was of
v ¥ | committed to pursuing an intellectual and polit- -
' ' ical course in Europe (Paris at the time) and was
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ambivalent about life in the United States. He
was arrested by the collaborationist French gov-
ernment, but was later released from a Nazi in-
ternment camp through an international effort
on his behalf. After escaping from France across
the Spanish border in 1940, he became emotion-
ally overwhelmed by a combination of ill health,
the strong likelihood of arrest and repatriation
into Nazi hands, and the impact of the tragedy
that had befallen Europe. He committed suicide
at age forty-eight. Although the selection “Art,
War, and Fascism” (1936) is short, it reveals Ben-
jamin's incisive mind at work analyzing the aes-
thetic perversions of fascism.

War and Fascism®
Walter Benjamin (1936)
Around 1900 technical reproduction had
reached a standard that not only permitted it to
reproduce all transmitted works of art and thus
to cause the most profound change in their im-
pact upon the public; it also had captured a place
of its own among the artistic processes. For the
study of this standard nothing is more revealing
than the nature of the repercussions that these
two different manifestations—the reproduction
of works of art and the art of the film—have had
on art in its traditional form.

Even the most perfect reproduction of a work
of art is lacking in one element: its presence
in time and space, its unique existence at the
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s. He place where it happens to be. This unique exis- pu!
gov- tence of the work of art determined the history wo
zi in- to which it was subject throughout the time of Ab
ffort its existence. This includes the changes which it hol
Cross may have suffered in physical condition over the or
tion- years as well as the variouschangesin its owner- ' loc
alth, ship. The traces of the first can be revealed only the
ation . by chemical or physical analyses which it is im- | riu
gedy possible to perform on a reproduction; changes roc
icide of ownership are subject to a tradition which | T
“Art, must be traced from the situation of the original. ch:
Ben- The presence of the original is the prerequisite tot
» aes- to the concept of authenticity. Chemical analy- ' its
ses of the patina of a bronze can help to establish ; on
— this, as does the proof that a given manuscript ; al
* of the Middle Ages stems from an archive of | sp
. the fifteenth century. The whole sphere of au- I ar
thenticity is outside technical—and, of course, ‘ ity
not only technical—reproducibility. Confronted ] is
had . with its manual reproduction, which was usu- at
it to -, ally branded as a forgery, the original preserved A frc
thus | all its authority; not so vis-a-vis technical re- du
rim- '_ production. The reason is twofold. First, process ha
place | | reproduction is more independent of the original re
r the than manual reproduction. For example, in pho- = ! ar
aling tography, process reproduction can bring out -f _ tic
these - those aspects of the original that are unattain- : di
ction - able to the naked eye yet accessible to the lens, th
ehad which is adjustable and chooses its angle at will. [_ ‘

And photographic reproduction, with the aid of | Tl
wqr_k__ || certain processes, such as enlargement or slow -. ar
ser =]|  motion, can capture images which escape natu- ’ as

to
w

ral vision. Secondly, technical reproduction can
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put the copy of the original into situations which
would be out of reach for the original itself.
Above all, it enables the original to meet the be-
holder halfway, be it in the form of a photograph
or a phonograph record. The cathedral leaves its
locale to be received in the studio of a lover of art;
the choral production, performed in an audito-
rium or in the open air, resounds in the drawing
room.

The situations into which the product of me-
chanical reproduction can be brought may not
touch the actual work of art, yet the quality of
its presence is always depreciated. This holds not
only for the art work but also, for instance, for
a landscape which passes in review before the
spectator ina movie. Inthe case of theart object,
a most sensitive nucleus—namely, its authentic-
ity—is interfered with whereas no natural object
is vulnerable on that score. The authenticity of
a thing is the essence of all that is transmissible

from-its beginning, ranging from-its substantive

duration to its testimony to the history which it
has experienced. Since the historical testimony
rests on the authenticity, the former, too, is jeop-
ardized by reproduction when substantive dura-
tion ceases to matter. And what is really jeopar-
dized when the historical testimony is affected is
the authority of the object....

The growing proletarianization of modern man
and the increasing formation of masses are two
aspects of the same process. Fascism attempts
to organize the newly created proletarian masses
without affecting the property structure which
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rhich the masses strive to eliminate. Fascism sees its be
tself. salvation in giving these masses not their right, : nc
e be- but instead a chance to express themselves. The of
raph masses have a right to change property rela- bf
esits tions; Fascism seeks to give them an expression bi
fart; while preserving property. The logical result of s‘;r:
dito- Fascism is the introduction of aesthetics into po- be
wing litical life. The violation of the masses, whom th
Fascism, with its Fithrer cult, forces to their . g1
" me- knees, has its counterpart in the violation of an
/ not apparatus which is pressed into the production T
ty of of ritual values. _ for
s not All efforts to render politics aesthetic culminate tic
e, for in one thing: war. War and war only can set a ; wa
2 the goal for mass movements on the largest scale ' of
Jject, while respecting the traditional property sys- , ' ert
mtic- tem. This is the political formula for the situa- ' in
bject tion. The technological formula may be stated as = pr
ty of follows: Only war makes it possible to mobilize for
isible ' all of today's technical resources while maintain- | - nit
ntive —ing the property system. It goes without saying { | en
ich it that the Fascist apotheosis of war does not em- th
nony ploy such arguments. Still, Marinetti says in his [ ’_ op
jeop- manifesto on the Ethiopian colonial war: ; ' Tt
lura- _ | | an
spar- “For twenty-seven years we Futurists havze re- ;_ tre
e belled against the branding of war as anti-aes- ' | ad

thetic ... Accordingly we state: ... War is beau-
tiful because it establishes man's dominion over

the subjugated machinery by means of gas masks, , 1?'
man terrifying megaphones, flame throwers, and small , lic
PEwo .. tanks War is beautiful because it initiates the j of

dreamt-of metalization of the human body. War is ; et

‘ beautiful because it enriches a flowering meadow - l di
| with the fiery orchids of machine guns. War is " in
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beautiful because it combines the gunfire, the can-
nonades, the cease-fire, the scents, and the stench
of putrefaction into a symphony. War is beautiful
because it creates new architecture, likethat of the
big tanks, the geometrical formation flights, the
smoke spirals from buming villages, and many
others ... Poets and artists of Futurism! ... remem-
ber these principles of an aesthetics of war so
that your struggle for a new literature and a new
graphicart ... may beillumined by them?!'

This manifesto has the virtue of darity. Its
formulations deserve to be accepted by dialec-
ticians. To the latter, the aesthetics of today's
war appears as follows: If the natural utilization
of productive forces is impeded by the prop-
erty system, the increase in technical devices,
in speed, and in the sources of energy will
press for an unnatural utilization, and this is
found in war. The destructiveness of war fur-
nishes proof that society has not been mature
enough to incorporate technology as its organ,
that technology has not been sufficiently devel-
oped to cope with the elemental forces of society.
The horrible features of imperialistic warfare
are attributable to the discrepancy between the
tremendous means of production and their in-
adequate utilization in the process of production
—in other words, to unemployment and the
lack of markets. Imperialistic war is a rebel-
lion of technology which collects, in the form
of “human material,” the claims to which soci-
ety has denied its natural materrial. Instead of
draining rivers, society directs a human stream
into a bed of trenches; instead of dropping seeds
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