WOMEN IN MEDIEVAL ENGLAND ASSIGNMENT

Based solely on the documents provided on Blackboard, submit a five-page double-spaced
paper examining the lives of women in medieval England.

I have provided you with several longer sources which offer moral and practical advice on the
conduct of women. Avoid the temptation to use these sources exclusively. Your paper should
include a wide range of documents.

The majority of the sources deal with the experiences of women from the upper class.
What was revealed about the social and economic conditions of women of this class?
Their daily activities?

Their responsibilities?

What was revealed about the material culture?

Some documents focus on the lives of women from lower classes.
What was revealed about their livelihoods?
What dangers did they encounter?

Do not simply go from document to document describing the content of each source. Identify
topics you wish to discuss, and then support your statements with material from different
sources.

| have attached a Source # to each document. When referencing a primary source, identify the
source # following your statement.

Organize your topics.
Edit your writing.
Again, no outside sources, including the Internet, should be used.



SOURCES FOR WOMEN IN MEDIEVAL ENGLAND




-

Sevrce # 1L

HOW THE GOOD WIFE TAUGHT HER DAUSHTER

This poem on raising a daughter may be the product of the late fourteenth
century, but it had much wider circulation in the fifteenth century.

THE good wife taught her daughter,
Full many a time and oft,

A full good woman to be;

For said she: “Daughter to me dear,
Something good now must thou hear,
If thou wilt prosper thee.

Daughter, if thou wilt be a wife,

Look wisely that thou work;

Look lovely and in good life,

Love God and Holy Kirk.[84]

Go to church whene’er thou may,

Look thou spare for no rain,

For best thou farest on that day;

To commune with God be fain.

He must needs well thrive,

That. liveth wcll all his life, [85]
My lief[86] child. {(Dear child)

Gladly give thy tithes and thy offerings both,
To the poor and the bed-rid—-look thou be not loth.
Give of thine own goods and be not too hard,
For seldom is the house pcor where God is stewdrd.
Well is he provéd
Who the poor hath lovéd,

My lief child.

When thou sittest in the church, o’er thy beads bend;
Make thou no jangling with gossip or with friend.
Laugh thou to scorn neither ¢ld body nor young,
But be of fair bearing and of good tongue.
Through thy fair bearing
Thy worship hath increasing,

My lief c¢hild.

If any man offer thee courtship, and would marry thee,
Look that thou scorn him not, whatsocever he be; [87)
But show it to thy friends and conceal it naught.
Sit not by him nor stand where sin might be wrought,
For a slander raised of il]l
1s evil for to still,
My lief child.

The man that shall thee wed before God with a ring,

Love thou him and honcur most ot sarthly thing.

Meekly thou him answer and not as an atterling, [88]

So may’st thou slake his mooaq, [89]) and be his dear darling.



A fair word and a meek
Doth anger slake,
My lief child.

Fair of speech shalt thou be, glad and of mild mood,
True in word and in deed, and in conscience good.
Keep thee from sin, f{rom villainy and from blame;
And look thou bear thee sc that none say of thee shame,
For he that in good life hath run,
Full oft his weal hath won,

My lief child.

Be of seemly semblance, wise, and cther good cheer;
Change not thy countenance for aught that thou may hear.
Fare not as a gig, [90] for nought that may betide.
Laugh thou not too loud nor yawn thou not too wide.
But. laugh thou soft and mild,
And be not of cheer too wild,

My lief child.

And when thou goest on thy way, go thou not too fast,
Brandish not with thy head, nor with thy shoulders cast, [91]
Have not too many words, from swearing keep aloof,
For all such manners come to an evil proof.
For he that catcheth to him an evil name,
It is to him a foul fame,

My Jlief child.

Go thou not into the town, as it were agaze, [92]
From one house to another, for to seek the maze; [93]
Nor to sell thy russet, [94] to the market shalt thou go,
And then to the tavern to bring thy credit low.
For they that taverns haunt
From thrift soon come te want,
My liet child.

And if thou be in any place where good ale is aloft, [95])
Whether that thou serve thereof or that thou sit soft,
Measurably thou take thereof, that thou fall in no blame,
For if thou be often drunk, it fallech to thy shame.
For those that be often drunk-—
Thrift is from them sunk,

My lief child.

Go not to the wrestling or shooting at the cock, [96]
As it were a strumpet or a gigggelot[97]);
Dwell at home, daughter, and love thy work much,
And so thou shalt, my lief child, wax the sooner rich.
A merry thing ’'tis evermore,
A man to be served of his own store,

My lief child.

Acquaint thee not with each man that goeth by the street,
Though any man speak to thee, swiftly|[9%5] thou him greet;
By him de not stand, but let him his way depart,
Lest he py his villainy should tompt thy heart.



For all men be not truc
That falr words can shew,
My lief child.

Also, for covetousness gifts beware to take;
Unless thou know why else, [99] quickly them forsake;
For with gifts may men soon women overcome,
Though they were as true as steel or as stone.
Bound forsocoth is she
That of any man takes fee, [100]
My lief child.

And wisely govern thy house, and serving maids and men,
Be thou not too bitter or too debonaire with them;
But look well what most needs to be done,
And set thy pecple at it, both ratheiy{101] and soon.
F'or ready is at need
A foredone[102] deed,

My lief child.

And if thy husband be from home, let not thy folk do il1,
But look who doeth well and who deeth nil;
And he that doeth well, quit him weli his while,
But he that doeth other, serve him as the vile.
A foredone deed
Will another speed, [103]
My lief child,

And Lf thy time be strait and great be thy need,
Then like a housewife set to work with speed;
Then will they all do better that about thee stand,
For work is sooner done that hath full many a hand
For many a hand and wight
Makes a heavy work light;
And after thy good service,
Thy name shall arise,

My lief child.

Whate’er thy household doth, about them must thou wend,
And as much as thou mayest, be at that one end,
If thou find any fault, make them soon amend,
As they have time and space, and may them defend.
To compel a deed be done, if there be no space,
It is but tyranny, withou- Lemperance and grace,
My lief child.

And look that all things be well when they their work forsake,
Forget thou not the keys into thy ward to take
And beware to whom thou trustest, and for no fancy spare,
For much harm hath fallen to them thal be not "ware.
But, daughter, look thou be wise, and do as I thee teach,
And trust none better than thyself, for no fair speech,
My lief child.

And give your household thelr hire at their term-day, [104)
Whether they dwell still with thee, or they wend away .
Do well by them of the goods thou hast in hold,




And then shall they say well of thee, both the young and old.
Thy good name to thy friends
Great joy and gladness lends,

My lief child.

and if thy neighbour’s wife hath on rich attire,
Therefore mock not, nor let scorn burn thee as a fire.
But thank thou God in heaven for what He may thee give,
And so shalt thou, my daughter decar, a good life live,
He hath ease in his power,
Who thanks the Lord every hour,

My lief child.

Housewifely thou shalt go on the working day,
For pride, rest, and idleness take thrift away;
But when the Holy Day is come, well clothéd shalt thou be,
The Holy Day to honour, and GCod will cherish thee.
Have in mind to worship God alway,
t'or much pride comes of the evil day,
My lief child.

When thou art a wife, a neighbour for to be,
Love then well thy neighbours as God hath commanded thee.
It behoveth thee so for to do,
And to do to them as thou would’st be done to.
If any discord happen, night or day,
Make 1t no worse, mend it if thou may,
My lief child.

And 1f thou art a rich wife, be not then too hard,
But welcome fair thy neighbours that come to-thee-ward
With meat, drink, and honest cheer, such as thou mayest bid, [105]
To each man after his degree, and help the poor at need.
And also for hap that may betide,
Please well thy neighbours that dwell thee beside,
My lief child.

bDaughter, look that thou beware, whalscever thee betide,
Make not thy husband poor with spending or with pride.
A man must spend as he may that hath but easy good, {106]
For as a wren hath veins, men must let her blood. [107]
His thrift waxeth thin
That spendeth ere he win,

My lief child.

Borrow not too busily, nor take thine hire first,
This may make the more need, and end by being worst.
Nor make thee not to seem rich with other men’s store,
Therefore spend thou never a farthing more.
For though thou borrow fast,
It must home again at last,

My lief child.

And if thy children be rebel and will not bow them low,
If any of them misdo, neither curse them nor blow; [108]
But take a smart rod and beat them in a row,

Till they cry mercy and their gquilt well know.




Dear child, by this lore
They will love thee ever more,
My lief child.

and look to thy daughters that none of them be lorn;
From the very time that they are of thee born,
Busy thyself and gather fast for their marriage,
And give them to spousing as soon as they be of age.
Maidens be fair and amiable,
But. in their love full unstable,

My lief child.

Now have I taught thee, daughter, as my mother did me;
Think thereon night and day, that forgotten it not be.
Have measure and lowness, as I have thee taught,
Then whatever man shall wed thee will regret it naught.
Better you were a child unbore
Than untaught in this wisec lore,

My lief child.

Now thrift and speed be thine, my sweet bairn [near or far]!
Of all our former fathers that ever were or are,
Of all patriarchs and prophets that ever were alive,—
Their blessing may’st thou have, and well may’st thou thrive!
For well it is with that child
That with sin is not defiled,

My lief child.

The blessing of God may’st thou have, and of His mother bright,
Of all angels and archangels and ecvery holy wight! [109]
And may’st thou have grace to wend thy way full right,
To the bliss of heaven, where God sits in His might!”
Amen.
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And, son, far:is‘“YOu may, go on no evil quests,

Nor bear falsdwitness in any man’s matter.

It were betterfolyou to be deaf and dumb than to enter wrongfully into a
Co quest.

Think, son, on the drégdful doom that God shall judge us at the last!

And, son, of another thing Kwarn you, on my blessing -

Take good heed of tavern-haugting, and of the dice, and flee all lechery,

Lest you come to an ‘evil end, foNjt will lead astray all your wits

And bring you into grcat mischief.

And, son, sit not up too long at even, or -
Though ye be strong and hale, for with suchoutrage your health shall worsen. 4
And of late walking comes debate, and of sittitg and drinking out of time, ;
Therefore beware and go to bed betimes and wi

How +he lise Mad Tﬁt/& HT ths .S‘cm)
And, son, if ye would have a wife, take her not for her money,
But inquire wisely of all her life, and give good heed
That she be meck, courteous and prudent, even though she be poor;
And such a one will do you more good service in time of need, than a richer.

And if your wife be meek and gopd and serve you well and pleasantly,
Look ye be not so mad as to charge her too grievously,

‘But rule her with a fair hand and easy, and cherish her for her good deeds.

For a thing unskilfully overdone makes needless grief to grow,

And it is better to have 2 meal’s meat of homely fare with peace and quiet,
Than a hundred dishes with grudging and much care.

And therefore learn this well that if you want a wife to your case,

Take her never the more for the riches she may have,

Though she might endow you with lands.

And ye shall not displease your wife, nor call her by no villainous names,
For it is.a shame to you to miscall a woman; and in so doing, ye are not wise,
For if ye defame your own wife, no wonder that another should do so!

Soft and fair will tame alike hart and hind, buck and doe.

.On the other hand, be not too hasty to fight or chide,

If thy wife come to you at any tfme with complaint of man or child;
And be not avenged till you know hhe truth,
For you might make a stir in the dark, and afterwards it should rue you both.

418
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Basilia, who was the wife of David Pinel ... and is 18 years old, arid was the daughter
of Robert Taillard of Merlawe, is in the gift of the Lord Kn')g d she has two thirds
of the afgrementioned .half hide of land, with her childreps’that is, one son and one
daughter, who are in the'custody of their mother ... and-the son is three years old, and
the daughter is two. ...

Cecily of Bowthorpe is in the gift of the Lord Kifig; she has had two husbands, Hugh
de Scotcia and Eustace of Leyham. By Hug}s e had three sons, and by Eustace two
sons and two daughters. Reginald, her ﬁ/xl'a,bom son and heir, is 24 years old; his father
Eustace was of the family of the count eulan and a kinsman of Robert fitzHumfrey.
The aforesaid Cecily is of the family of the Earl de Redvers, and she is 50 years old. Her
land in Bowthorpe is worth £8 ith regular stock. In the same manor Roger of Hoo
holds a quarter of a knight’s fee from the same Cecily, beyond the land worth £8. The
aforesaid Reginald her soa‘has a wife, the niece of the sheriff Wimer, whom, according
to Wimer, he receivedffom the King.

She who was theé wife of John de Bidun the younger, Matilda by name, is in the
gift of the Lord’King, and she is 10 years old and was the daughter of Thomas fitz-
Bernard. land in Kirkby is worth £6, with stock of one plow-team, and it cannot
be worth’more.

Questions: What facts about the women seem to have been of concern to the royal officials who compiled oo
these records? Looking carefully at the ages given in the document, can you draw any conclusions?
What does the evidence in this source tell us about marriage and family life among the nobility? .

. THE Book oF THE KNicHT oF‘tHE Towkr (1371) ( Wee K&/f'cf;ﬁ L; :
. 3

. The following extracts come from a book of moral instruction written in 137f7 '
by a French knight named Geoffrey de La Tour Landry, for his three daughters, J
Jeanne, Anne, and Marie. The book, which was full of anecdotes borrowed from §‘ ‘ ﬁ
literature as well as first-hand advice offered by the father to his girls, became a ﬁ 3/
popular instructional work, being copied many times in the following centuries, ’
being translated into other medieval languages, and passing into print almost as
soon as the printing press was invented. Although it presents a prescriptive and
idealized picture of how young noblewomen should live, it nevertheless serves as
evidence for the values and daily concerns of this social group and of one family
within it.

Source: Rebecca Barnhouse, The Book of the Kuight of the Tower: Manners for Young Medirval Women
(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006).

My very dear daughters, I am much older than you and have seen the world longer
than you have, so I'll teach you about the worl iccording to my own knowledge,
which isn’t large. Because of my great love for y. ., I want you to turn your hearts
and your thoughts to God, to fear and serve him. Doing so will bring you happiness
and honor in this world as well as in that other world, for certainly all the true happi-
ness, honor, and all of a person’s good name comes from God and from the grace of
his holy spirit. All things happen according to his pleasure and rule, and he returns a
hundredfold all the service done to him. Therefore, my dear daughters, it is good to
serve such a Lord.




128 Noblewomen’s lives
How matins and hours ought to be said

Because the ﬁrst work that man and woman must do is to adore and worship our Lord and to
»say his service, asgoon as you wake up you ought to acknowledge him as your Lord and maker
and remember that you are his creature. Say your matins, hours, and prayers, and give thanks
and praise him. ... Itis better to thank and bless our Lord God than to ask him for things. The
requesting, the demanding, and the giving of rewards and praise is the office of the angels, who
always give thanks, honor, and praise to God. We should thank God instead of asking things of
him because he knows better than we do what is good for a man or woman,
Before g&ing to sleep, we ought to pray for those who are dead. Also, we should pray

for those who pray for dead men And don’t forget the blessed and sweet Virgin Mary,

How good daughters ought to fast until they are married

Also, my dear daughters, you ought to fast three or four days a week until you’re married.
It's important to subdue your flesh so it won’t become aroused, and this will keep you
pure and sound in the service of God, for “ «=h you will be doubly rewarded. If you can’t
fast three days, at least fast on Fridays in h6for of Christ’s suffering. And if you can’t eat

Therefore, my fair daughters, show courtesy to the people of lower classes and do
them honor, and speak to them fairly and sweetly, and answer them courteously, and
they will give you greater reverence, more praise, and more renown than will the great

How young maidens ought not to turn their heads thoughtless{y here
and there X

Daughters, don’t be like the tortoise or the crane, which turn their heads above their
shoulders, winding their heads here and there like a weathervane. Instead, hold your-
selves steadfast like the hare, a beast that always looks in front of him without turning his
head all about, Always look directly in front of you and if you must look to the side, turn
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your face and your body together, holding yourself firm and sure, for those who frivo-
lously cast their eyes about and turn their faces here and there are mocked. ...

Arnd thus ... don’t cast-ypur eyes about at others, nor turn your neck here and there,
and don’t be too full of worgs, for one who speaks too much isn’t thought to be wise. You
should understand before you answer, and if you pause a little before you do, you will
answer better and more wisely. ...

And therefore, my fair daughters, all gentlewomen and noble maidens of good lineage
ought to be quiet, modest, mature, steadfast in manner, and of little speech. They should
answer courteously, and not move restlessly nor cast their sight around easily. Those who
haven’t acted the way they shoujd have lost their marriages. '

Of those who are the first to take new fashions

Fair daughters, I beg you not to be the first to try new fashions. Instead, be the last
and wait the longest, especially when it comes to new fashions of women from foreign
regions. ... [For] you should dress moderately according to the way good women dress
in this region. Don’t be the first to wear the fashions of foreign women because you’ll be
mocked and scorned. :

But God have mercy on us this day because some will never rest until they have a
copy of the new fashion of new kind of gown, and will say to their husband daily, “Such
and such a thing would look good on me, and it’s very beautiful, and I tell you I must
have it.”

And her husband says to her, “My love, such a one may have it, but others who are
wiser than she is don’t.”

“What do I care how they dress?” . womihn says, and she keeps giving reasons why
she must have it. But these women who have their hearts most set on worldly pleasures
aren’t very wise.

There’s currently a habit among serving women of lower classes to wear fur on their
collars that hangs down to the middle of their backs, and they also wear fur on their heels,
which get all daubed with dirt. I don’t recommend this for either winter or summer. It
would be better in the winter for them to take the fur that hangs around their heels and
put it on their stomachs, because that has more need of heat than their heels, and in
summer it would be better not to wear it at all, because it shelters flies.

However, I don’t intend to speak against other ladies in this book, but instead to speak
to my own daughters, and the women and servants of my house, to whom I may say what
pleases me, according to my own will.

Of those who gladly go to feasts and jousts

Don’t be overdesirous of going to such feasts, because feasts and revels have been the
cause by which many good ladies and gentlewomen lose their reputations. Of course,
sometimes they must obey their husbands and their relatives and go to.feasts. But my
daughters, if you do go because you can’t easify refuse, when night comes and the dancing
and singing begins, keep yourselves away from A and always have some of your relatives
or servants by you. Then if the torches or lights are quenched, they will stay by you to
protect you from evil eyes and evil tongues who spy and say more harm than exists. Then
you will keep your honor, your name, and your good reputation against liars who will
always say evil things and forget the good.
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How men ought to love according to their own estate and degree

[Here the girls’ mother speaks to their father:] “Sir, I do not want them to take pleasure with
those who are of lower estate or degree than they are. No unmarried woman should set her
love on a man df lower rank than she is. If she did, her family and friends would consider
her degraded. Those who love such people act against their honor, for people ought to
desire nothing as much as the honor and the friendship of the world. That’s all lost as soon
as she takes herself away from their governance and counsel. I could tell you examples of
many who have been dishonored in this way and hated by their relatives and friends.

“And therefore, Str, 1, their mother, forbid them to set their love on one of lower
degree than their own.;Nor should they have as their lord one of higher estate, for the
great lords won’t take them as wives, but they deceive them to have the delights and
pleasures of their bodies, and to bring them to the folly of the world.”

How women ought to be charitable according to the example of
Our Lady .

Every good woman ought to be as charitable as the holy lady who gave the greatest thing
she had for the love of God. By her example, Saints Elizabeth, Lucy, and Cecelia and
many other holy ladies were so charitable that they gave most of their belongings to the
poor, as you can read in their legends. '

I'want you to know about a good lady of Rome. While she was at Mass she saw a poor
woman who was shaking from cold. The good lady had pity on her and privately called
to her and took her to her house, which wasn’t far away, to give her a good furred gown.
While they were gone, the priest yho was saying the Mass couldn’t speak a word. The
moment she returned, however, he spoke as he had before. Afterwards he saw in a vision
why had had lost his speech and how God praised the lady’s gift before his angels. Every
good woman should be as charitable as this lady-and not allow her poor neighbors to
suffer from cold or hunger or other ills, but ... help them as far as [her] power reaches.

4
How it is good to shelter and receive the sef'cunts and ministers of
God in your house

It’s good to harbor the servants of God, that is to say the preachers and those who preach
the faith. In the same way, we should shelter pilgrims and the poor people of God, as the
Holy Gospel tells us. There it says that on the great and dreadful day — Judgment Day
— God will ask whether men have visited and sheltered poor people in his name. Then
every man and woman must give a reckoning of how they have used their earthly goods.
Thus, it is a virtue to shelter the poor and the servants of God, for good may come of it.

Every woman ought to have pity when she sees that somebody wrongs the poor
people of God, who are his servants. In the Gospels he says, that which is done to my
servants in my name is done to me. And he says more: he will have mercy on those who
have been full of pity. Concerning this, the sage says that a woman ought by her nature
to be sweeter and more compassiox*ate than a man, for a man should be firmer and of
higher spirit. Therefore, those whose hearts are neither meek nor full of pity may be
called mannish. Further, the sage says in the book of wisdom that a woman by her nature
ought not to stint on things that come easily to her, like tears and a humble heart that has
pity for poor parents whom she sees suffering great need.
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Leicester, ¢. 1250 [From J. S. Brewer, ed., Monumenta Franciscana, 2

% vols, Rolls Series, London, 1868-82, I, pp. 294—6; in Latin]]

Friar Adam to the illustrious Lady Eleanor, countess of Leicester.

I have written briefly because there is no time to write more. From
‘that sentence f God which says, ‘Let us make for him a helper similar

to him’ [Genesis, chapter 2, verse 187, wc are cleacly intstrweted, since

_—

the wife is bound very strictly to the husband, that through constant
strength, prudence and discretion, and the clemency of kindness, the
yole of help and zeal apply to everything affecting the worship of God,
or the just life, or right judgement. On account of this, every conjugal
feeling which does not fulfil it in every way is convicted of damnably
violating the individual sharing of life which she swore to keep
undefiled according to the law of marriage. On this departure from
duty, minds are above all proved to incur guilt when through the
demonic furies of anger they are not afraid of disturbing the very
loving peace of marriage. Therefore there occurs this formidable
statement, ‘Propensity to anger kills the stupid man, that is in spirit,
and envy murders the young.' Truly through anger gentleness is
abandoned, the likeness to the divine image is spoiled, wisdom is
ruined, life is lost, justice relinquished, companionship destroyed,
harmony broken, truth clouded. From anger there come forth quar-
rels, mental passion, insults, clamour, indignation, feebleness of mind,
and blasphemies. Of necessity melancholy follows from which are born
malice, rancour, feebleness of mind, despair, sluggishness over pre-
cepts, and the mind wandering towards illicit things. In anger the
heart beats quickly, it urges excitement, it drives the tongue to evil-
speaking, it devastates the mind within, it generates hatred of those

most dear, and it dissolves the treaty of friendship. Let it not be that

50 cursed a scourge drives a spirit exalted with such manifold glory of
tllustrious titles into the detestable ignominy of the fatal abyss! Let the
gentlest grace of the most pious Virgin help, [ pray, with the blessed
Author of peaceful love, so that the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, keep your heart and.hind. :

Nor 'is my—"_a'c;utenfess_pf clear refle¢tion to be wondered at, I beseech
you, in that I pursued the most serious matter more zealously with the
eloquence of the saints. For the rest, why does more lascivious dress
lead matronly modesty into sinistéf suspicion? Surely the harlots were
not different from chastity in expression and appearance? Who is there
who does not curse this madness which is carried on from day to day
at so great a cost, with so many occupations ministering to the insane
fon(.iness' for supetfluous decoration, through which both the Divine
Majest){ 15 provoked and worthy countenances offended, except that it
is .p!e?smg to the wantonness of the pimps? Is it not a wrong to the
D.lvmlty to make up a face which it embellished with the gift of beauty
with I do not know what exotic follies? Let us hear the divine Apostles
among whom the chief said, "Women should be subject to their
husbands, so that if any men do not believe the Word, they may gain
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from the conversation of women, reflecting in fear on holy talk. Be not
outwardly concerned with hair or wealth or clothes; he who in the
depths of his heart has the incorruptibility of a quiet and modest spirit
is rich in the sight of God’ [First epistle of St Peter, chapter 8, verses
1—47]. The teacher of the Gentiles, who became all things to all men so
that all might gain, proclaims to all people, "‘Women should dress
themselves with modesty and sobriety, not with curled hair, or gold,
or pearls, or costly robes, but, as is fittin g, showing piety through good
works.” Would that the heart should be open! How great is the fear of
the terrified heart because it is proper to insist, among so many
concerns for salvation, on opposing the follies of such great destruc-

¢ tion. Unless it is stopped by this sort of foolishness, such necessary

talk on the business of salvation would concentrate on the very

- splendid diligence of your piety. Not in vain do I beseech you, on -
. account of God's wounds, I shall have launched weapons of heavenly

emulation into the holy heart; I trust that, by Divine mercy, the more
unrestrained extravagance of dress, protracted by so lasting an
ignorance, will henceforth fall inwardly into neglect on account of the
eagerness for worthy maturity. May I be pardoned, I entreat, because
in anxious solicitude I have not held back the rod of bitter chiding, nay
rather of persuasion leading to salvation, since I do not know whether
the divine element is allowed to live in the flesh yntil I, who am eager
for your advancement, may enjoy a talk with you. I am unwilling to
finish this letter. For the talk should be extended to greater length on

as many matters as possible, if opportunity were given.

Farewell to your dearest excellence. Farewell illustrious earl. Farewell
also to your excellent offspring. May your worthy house also remain
in Christ and the most blessed Virgin.
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BILITY AND GENTRY

- - the later Middle Ages,
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aids 'betam: :}l:::: ﬁmglhave had to meet the exfpensaet ::z :\iurch doit
and many iatl blic ceremony, © ten a .
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L. Letter from Margaret Paston to John Pastort 1, prot‘mbly in 1465},
commenting on possibilities for their daughter’s marriage [Fro'nll i
Gairdner, ed., The Paston Letters, 1422-1505, 4 v01§, reprint of edition
of 1872-75, Edinburgh, 1910, II, no. 479; in English]

To my most worshipful husband John Paston, this letter is to be
delivered in haste.

Most worshipful husband,™ I recommend myself to you. May you be
pleased to know that I was at Norwich this week to obtain what [
needed for the winter. [ was at my mother’s, and while I was there a
man called Wrothe came in, a relative of Elizabeth Clere’s, and he saw
your daughter and praised her to my mother and said that she was a
good-looking young woman. And my mother asked him to get her a
good marriage if he knew of any. And he said he knew of one that
would amount to S00 marks a year, that is Sir John Cley's son; Sir John
is chamberlain to my lady of York, and the son is eighteen years old.
If you consider that the matter should be looked into further, my
mother thinks that it could be obtained for less money now than later
on, and that applies to this or to any other good marriage...

I pray to Almighty-God. to-have you in his keeping. Written at Caister,
Sunday after the feast of St. Martin. :

From your M. Paston.* ~

*

18 Banns are discussed by Sheehan, ‘Marriage theory and practice’, pp. 452—40.
19 The term worshipful was frequently used as a means of address, meaning
honourable and respected.

20 The letter refers to Margery, daughter of John Paston [ and Margaret Paston, who
subsequently married Richa¥d Calle. Margaret referred to her mother-in-law,
Agnes Barry, as her mother. ’
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and ;;_aid that he took the goods justly,bécause he had the lord king’s ‘
writ directed to the sheriff of Devgar'to levy a reasonable -aid from his 3
fees to marry his eldest daughtef, and, when all his knights had come 3

to his court as a result ofHfis summons, and especially the steward =

Richard de Chartray,
Because payme as not made from the ten fees that Richard de 4

Chartray, eld” of him, he took Walter's beasts as action against 3
Richard Sinte Richard had nothing in demesne that was sufficient to
pay£10.%

30. The importance of a public marriage ceremony, 1225 [From 3
Bracton’s Note Book, 3 vols, London, 1887, no. 1669; in Latin]] |

Alice who was the wife of James de Cardunville petitioned against §
Hugh bishop of Lincoln for one-third of two carucates of land with }
appurtenances in Chiselhampton as her dower with which the said 3
James dowered her on the day that he married her. And the bishop §
comes and says that he does not consider that she ought to have dower 3
because she was never married in the face of the church, but he married
her in his last illness and in his house. He knows well that while he was
~ in good health she was always his mistress, and he seeks judgment as '
to whether he ought therefore to give her dower.

And Alice says that indeed she was married to the same James in his
illness in that house, and he placed the ring on her finger, and
afterwards he got better and went from place to place. She says that
the banns were announced at the three neighbouring churches for 7§
three Sundays before he married her, and he married her'in the :
aforesaid way in his house on the day after the feast of St George [23
April], and he died on the feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist §
[24 June]. Similarly she asks for judgment whether she ought to have
dower or not. And because she knows that she was not married at the §
church door nor dowered there, it was decided that the bishop should 3
be quit, and Alice in mercy, and she should have no dower, because
James acted for the salvation of his soul and in peril of death. '

51 Presumably Walter was a vassal of Richard de Chartray.
52 Alice was liable to pay an amercement because of her false ¢laim for dower.

i

y granted him twenty shillings from each fee. A
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82 . WOMEN OF THE ENGLISH NOBILITY AND GENTRY

68. Ehzabeth de Burgh’s bequests to the Bardolf family; the will is
dated 1355, but Elizabeth did not die until 1360 [From Lambeth §
Paiace Library, London, Register of Simon Islip, fos 165v—166r; in
French]

-

Item, I bequeath to my daughter Bardolf my bed of green velvet . 8
striped with red with whatever belongs to it, with one coverlet of fine
yCloth lmed with pured minever, a‘half coverlet to match, and a kerchief |
of blue samite lined with ... and one coverlet of tawny motley lined }
with gris.® Item, I bequeath to my said daughter a great room of
worsted-hangings, with blue parrots and cockerels on a tawny field, I
and whatever belongs to them. Item, I bequeath to my said daughter §
my great carriage with the horse-cloths, hangings and cushions, and }
whatever belongs to it.** Item, I bequeath to Sir John Bardolf and to §
my said daughter, his wife, jointly in my manors of Caythorpe and §
Clopton 26 quarters of wheat for seed for the winter season, and 7 ,
quarters and 4 bushels of maslin and rye.® Item, for the Lent season §
17 quarters and 4 bushels of peas, 37 quarters and 4 bushels of barley, §
9 quarters and 4 bushels of dredge,* and 22 quarters and 1 bushel of §
oats, 4 cart-horses, 12 draught animals, 22 oxen, together with my 4
carts and ploughs which belong to the said manors, and all their |
apparatus.” Item, I bequeath to my young daughter [grand-daughter] 3}
Isabel Bardolf to help her to marry one goblet of gold plate, two great of
cups partly enamellea and twelve large silver dishes, my bed of pure
sendal® with a coverlet of grey motley lined with minever. Item, to §
Agnes her sister to help her to marry one silver cross, two candle- }§
sticks, two salt-cellars, one goblet, one great almsdish, one goblet of {
embossed silver, one 1ncense;boat, one censer, one clasp with the
Annuritiation depicted on it, and six new silver chargers. Item, to the #
said Agnes-a bed of indigo of which the hangings and coverlet are of 7
woollen cloth, and one blue coverlet lined with gris.

63 Bequests of beds in medieval wxlls meant bequests of their hangings and furnish- :§
ings, not of the wooden bed itself. The nature of the kerchief's lining is not clear in -8
the manuscript, but was presumably some sort of fur. Samite was a heavy sitk §
material; gris was the grey back of the winter skins of the Baltic squirrel; Veale,
English Fur Trade, p. 228.

64 This type of carriage, drawn by five destriers, is depicted in the Luttrell psalter; J. k'
Backhouse, The Luttrell Psalter, British Library, London, 1989, pp. 50-1. !

65 Maslin was a mixture of wheat and rye.
66 Dredge was a mixture of barley and oats.

67 These manors were to pass to the Bardolfs, but, unless agricultural equipment was . 1
specifically bequeathed, it counted as the property of the executors. 3

68 Sendal was a silk material.
|
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_ English Text Society, original series, vol. 135, 1907), pp. 545, $68.

- name, fame, or condition with whom any contact is inclined to be sinful, pertain-

" persons within his house after such warning by an officer, unless he evicts such a

MEDIEVAL TOWNS: A READER

[N
PR |

\/\ . '88. SINGLEWOMEN IN COVENTRY, 1492-95

The northern English town of Coventry reacted to a severe economic crisis by imposing a
series of reforms on the citizenry that had a strongly moralizing tone and included a concerted
effort to stamp out prostitution. These extracts represent some of the reform ordinances that
dealt specifically with singlewomen, most of whom had probably migrated to Coventry and - _
were working at various low-paid jobs in the city. Indeed, the poor state of the city’s econony
appears to have driven’many able-bodied working men out of the city in search of work.

Source: modernized M. Kowaleski, from The Coventry Leet Book, vol. 11, ed. M.D. Harris (Early

1492. Also that no person within this city from henceforth to keep, hold, receive,
or favor-any tapster [a barmaid, or someone who retails ale], or woman of evil

ing to lechery, upon the penalty that every such hods;hold lose 20 shillings for
every offense. And that every person that has such a tenant, keeping such suspect

tenant, is to lose 40 shillings.

1492. Also that no singlewoﬁ:a‘n, being in good health and stiong enough body
to work, under the age of so years, may henceforth take or keep houses or
rooms by themselves, nor may they rent any room with any other person, but
they should go into service [that is, domestic service] until they are married.
Whoever does to the contrary to lease [a room] at the first default [is to pay]
6 shillings 8 pence and at the second default to be committed to prison, there
to abide until they fine surety to go into service. And that every such person
who receives such women, or sets them any house or room to lease, [is to pay]
20 shillings at the first default and 4o shillings at the second default, and to be 3
committed to prison at the third default, there to remain until he finds surety to
conform himself to this ordinance. : ’

1495. And also that every maiden and singlewoman, under the age of 40 years old, ,_
who keeps any house alone by herself, should take a room with an honest persom
who shall answer for her good behavior; or else [she] is to go into service between g
this Feast of All Hallows [t November] and the next coming, upon pain of impris-
onment, there to abide until the time that she finds surety to do so, or else to va-
cate the city. And that the sherif® should weekly make 2 search and do execution
of and in the premises, upon the pain of losing 100 shillings every time that they _‘ :
be found lax in making searches and not executing [the order] on the premises- §
That fine is to be levied by the mayor for the time being to the use of the city.



CHAPTER SEVEN: WOMEN

£ rales and to argue and to lean upon the table, ordepfhe Béguine to make them
E rise and remove their table ... And after their
. days, let them have another meal, and after at, to wit in the evening, let them
E pe fed abundantly and well as before, andAT the weather be cold let them warm
f themselves and take their ease....

tternoon’s work, and upon feast

Questions: What was the experigte of female servants who worked in the households of
pe of hierarchy among the servant class? Does this passage

ationship between. the wealthy mistress of the establishment and

6L|3

92. FEMALE SERVANTS AND PROSTITUTION

E e urban elite? Was there an
g tell us anything about the
- those she employed?

. Young women who came to big towns found work easily, but they were often vulnerable to
: exploitation if they were far from family and friends. This London court case tells the story
¥ of one such young woman, whose new employer turned out to be a procuress. For a similar
[ tale of prostitution, see doc. 136,

L]
- Source: trans. HLT. Riley, Memorials of London and London Life in the XIIIth, XIVth and XVth Centuries
¥ (London: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1868), pp. 484-86, revised.
.

| Elizabeth, the wife of Henry Moring, was brought before Nichols Brembre, knight, ¢
¥ the mayor, aldermen, and the sheriffs of London, in the Guildhall because, at the

, information of diverse pei-sons and upon the acknowledgment and confession of _

¢ one Johanna, her servingwoman, the mayor, aldermen, and sheriffs were given

§ to understand that Elizabeth, under color of the craft of embroidery, which she
pretended to follow, took in and retained Johanna and diverse other women as her

b apprentices and bound them to serve her after the manner of appreéntices in such

f art. Whereas, the truth of the matter was that she did not follow that craft, but that,

¢ after retaining them, she incited Johanna and the other women who were with her,

f and in her service, to live a lewd life and to consort with friars, chaplains [priests],

E and all other such men as desired to have their company, as well in her own house,
g in the parish of All Hallows near the wall in Broad Street Ward in London, as else-
b where. And she used to hire them out to friars, chaplains, and other men for such
g stipulated sum as they might agree upon, 34 well in her own house as. elsewhere,
BB she retaining in her own possession the sum so agreed upon.
4, B And, in particular, on Thursday, May 4th last past, by the compassing and
procuring of Elizabeth and of a certain chaplain whose name is unknown, she

- sent Johanna and ordered her to accompany this chaplain at night so that she
 might carry a lanterr before him to-his chamber, but in what parish is likewise




T e

“her to go back to Ehég:haplain on the following night, and whatever she should

_ custom of the city of London provided for such cases, and in order that othei

; |' . MEDIEVAL TOWNS: A READER

unknown. itswas her intention that Johanna should stay the night there with the§
chaplain, of their own contriving, while Johanna herself, as she says, knew no
ing about it. Still, she remained there with the chaplain the whole of that nigh
When she returned home to her mistress on the morrow, Elizabeth asked if sh
had brought anything with her for her work that night; to which she made answ
that she had not. Whereupon, Elizabeth used words of reproof to her, and ordere

able to lay hold of, to take the same for her trouble, and bring it to her. Accord®
ingly, Johanna by her command went back on the following night to the chapla ;.
at his chamber and again passed the night there. And on the morrow she rose ve
early in the morning and bearing in mind the words of her mistress, and bei
afraid to go back without carrying something to her mistress, she took a portiforyll
[breviary] that belonged-to the chaplain and carried it off, the chaplain himself
knowing nothing about it. Which portifory she delivered to Elizabeth who too:_
it, well knowing how and in what manner Johanna had come by it. And after thi'f' :
Elizabeth pledged this.portifory for 8 pence to a man whose name is unknown: ¥

And many other times Elizabeth received the like base gains from Johami' :
and her other servingwomen, and retained the same for her own use, living thug
abominably and damnably, and inciting other women to live in the same manne: &
she herself being a common harlot and procuress. ‘ E ,

Whereupon, on this day, Elizabeth was asked by the Court how she woul' 4
acquit herself of this, to which she made answer that she was in no way guilt" ‘
and put herself upon the country [that is, she asked for a jury trial]. Therefore thed
sheriffs were instructed to summon twelve good men of this venue to appear hereg
on the 28th day of the month to make a jury thereon, and Elizabeth was in th
meantime committed to prison. ‘ E

Upon which day the good men of the venue appeared ... who declared uporg
their oath that Elizabeth was guilty of all the things imputed to her, and thaf}
she was a2 common hirlot and a common procuress. And because many scanda'l
had- befallen the city through such women and similar deeds, and great perig
might arise in the future through such transactions, therefore, according to theg

women might beware of doing the like, it was adjudged that Elizabeth shouldg
be taken from the Guildhall to Cornhill, and be put upon the thew [a type OF
pillory mainly used for women] there to remain for one hour of the day, thegs
cause thereof being publicly proclaimed. And afterwards she was to be taken t‘?
some gate of the city and there,be made to forswear the city and its liberty O3
the effect that she would never again enter it on pain of imprisonment for threcg
years and the punishment of the thew, at the discretion of the mayor and alder§
men for the time being, so often as it should please them that she should suff¢
such punishment.
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.~ Peasant women’s lives 155

Roger son of Roger mgkes plaint of Alice de Boﬂ@in a plea] of trespass, pledge
to prosecute, William Walker, to wit, that s as not made an enclosure which she is
bound to make between his holdings and.hér own holding in Mikelington, so that for lack
of enclostire there divers %attle enger€d and fed off his corn, to wit, his rye and oats and
grass, to his damages of IOW the aforesaid Alice defends and says that the aforesaid
Roger, and 'n:i?sffﬁ'}b und to make an enclosure there, and hereon she puts herself

upon the coun ut the jurors hereupon elected, tried and sworn, say on their oath

that the afores@id Roger is bound to make the aforesaid enclosure between the aforesaid

::?;g(&n”d therefare it is awarded that the aforesaid Roger be in mercy [having been
victed] for his false claim, and that the said Alice go without a day.

Questions: What activities of women in the community are revealed in these sources? For what
reasons do women appear in court? What kinds of interactions do they have with men? Under what

kends of authority and restrictions do women live? What nights and responsibilities do they have? /

50. CORONERS’ RECORDS: UNEXPECTED DEATHS (13TH-14TH C.)

The following are extracts from the rolls kept by the coroners, English public officials
whose duties included (and still include) the investigation of any unexpected death.
These documents provide us with two kinds of information, Their main concern
is with death and crime, and so they tell us much about law enforcement and the
dangers that resulted in sudden death. But in the course of describing the events
being investigated, the rolls record a wealth of incidental information about daily
life. Because the vast majority of the edieval population belonged to the peas-
antry, most of the people appearing in these rolls are peasants as well, both male
and female. (The eventual outcomes of most of these cases are not included in the
following excerpts. When the mngquest itself is described, the four towns named are
those required by law to provide the members of the inquest jury.)

Source: Bedfordshire Coroners’ Rolls, ed. R. F. Hunnisett (Bedfordshire Historical Record Society, 196 1).
Reprinted with the permission of the Controller of Her Britannic Majesty’s Stationery Office.

9. On 14 Jan. 1267 Sabinia, an old woman, went into Colmworth to beg bread. At
twilight she wished to go to her house, fell into a stream and drowned by misadven-
ture. The next day her son Henry searched for her fand] found her drowned ...

13. Soon after nones on 22 July 1267 Emma, Christine de Furnevall’s washerworman,
tried to draw water from a leaden vat full of boiling water with a bowl in Cadbury
and by misadventure fell into it. Richard the Brewer of Christine’s house was present,
tried to drag her from the vat, lost his foothold and fell in. Gregory de Canmori
arrived, saw them lying in the vat, raised the hue [to notify others of the death] and
called his servant Richard, who dragged them both out. Emma died about vespers
on 24 July, having had the rites of the church. :

14. On 12 Aug. 1267 William Blaunche’s daughters, Muriel aged almost 6 and Beatrice
aged almost 3, were in his house in Great liarford, William and his wife Muriel being
in the field, when a fire broke out in the house and burned it together with Beatrice.

30. On 24 Sept. Margery wife of Simon Daffe [of] Great Barford went between Great Barford
and Roxton by the river Ouse looking for her husband, who had earlier been drowned
there, and, coming bya ditch near “Lytlemade” meadow, found a poor woman, a stranger,
lying dead there, raised the hue and ran to Great Barford, which followed the hue.

= et S e

T

v e

A

savirTey




s pe e

156

35.

58.

103.

106.

116.

Peasant women’s lives

Inquest before the same coroner by Great Barford, Roxton, Wilden and Renhold,
who knew nothing of this death, the woman having no wound or injury, but they
believed that she died of cold and because she was weak. Margery found pledges,
Robert the Carpenter and Jordan of Seaton, both of Great Barford.

About nones on 2 Oct. 1270 Amice daughter of Robert Belamy of Staploe and Sibyl.
Bonchéviler were carrying a tub full of grout between them in the brewhouse of Lady
Juliana de Beauchamp in the hamlet of Staploe in Eaton Socon, intending to empty
it into a boiling leaden vat, when Amice slipped and fell into the vat and the tub upon
her. Sibyl immediately jumped towards her, dragged her from the vat and shouted; the
household came and found her scalded almost to death. A chaplain came and Amice
had the rites of the church and died by misadventure about prime the next day.

After nones on 24 May 1270 Emma daughter of Richard Toky of Southill went to
“Houleden” in Southill to gather wood. Walter Garglof of Stanford came, carrying
a bow and a small sheaf of arrows, took hold of Emma and tried to throw her to the
ground and deflower her, but she immediately shouted and her father came. Walter
mmmediately shot an arrow at him, striking him on the right side of the forehead and
giving him a mortal wound. He struck him again with another arrow under the right
side and so into the stomach. Seman of Southill immediately came and asked him
why he wished to kill Richard, and Walter immediately shot an arrow at him, striking
him in the back, so that his life was despaired of. Walter then immediately fled. Later
Emma, Richard’s wife, came and found her husband wounded to the point of death
and shouted. The neighbours came and took him to his house. He had the rites of the
church, made his will and died at twilight on the same day.

. About prime on 27 March 1270 Mariot, formerly the wife of Richard the Reeve -

of Pertenhall, who was infirm, feeble and old, lay in her bed in Pertenhall while
Maud Mody, John Spayne and Richard’s son Henry were about the affairs of the
bouse, at the plough and ekewhere. She rose from her bed, took a pitcher in her
hand, went to a well in her court-yard and tried to draw water, but, because she

- was feeble, she slipped and fell into the well and drowned by misadventure. Maud

Mody came to the house and into the court-yard, saw Mariot lying in the well and
raised the hue. John Spayne came to the hue and sprang to Mariot, because he
thought to save her, but could not because she was dead. :

About prime on 16 Feb. 1271 Alexander le Gardiner of Potton, Lady Christine de
Fornival’s servant, was digging under the walls of an old dovecote in the garden in
Lady Christine’s court-yard in Sutton to demolish them and, as he dug, the wall by
misadventure fell upon him and broke his head so that he immediately died there.
His wife Alice came with his breakfast, looked for him, saw his surcoat and cap and
the spade with which he dug and so found him dead and his whole body broken.
After midday on 16 June 1271 Annora daughter of Agnes Oter, aged 3, went out of
the south side of her mother’s house in Edworth, while her mother was secking fuel,
by misadventure fell into a ditch outside a wood and drowned. Agnes first found
her dead and shouted; the neighbours came.

Well into the night of 30 March 1270 Simon and Richard, sons of Hugh the Fisher of
Radwell, came from the house of Hugh’s daughter Alice towards that of their father in
Radwell and wished to cross the court-yard of Robert Ball of Radwell, in which Simon
son of Agnes of Radwell and Jullana daughter of Walter the Fisher of Radwell were lying -
under a haystack. Simon immediately arose and struck Simon the Fisher on the top of
the head to the brain apparently with an axe, so that he immediately died. Richard,
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seeing this, raised the hue and fled. Simon the felon immediately fled and Juliana with
him. The township came and the hue was followed. Robert Ball found pledges, Robert
de la More and Simon the Reeve of Radwell. Richard found pledges, his father and
Richard Tappe of Radwell. ... It was ordered that Simon and Juliana be arrested. ...

[At the eyre (the court dealing with criminal cases) it was ordered that Simon
son of Agnes, who was suspected, be exacted and outlawed, but that Juliana, who
was not suspected, could return if she wished. Simon’s chattels, worth 21d., were
forfeited; Juliana had no chattels ]

About prime on 28 Feb., while William Sagar of Sutton was at the plough, his wife
Emma took a bundlle of straw inside the court-yard of his house in Sutton, intending to
go to heat an oven. She came t6 a part of the court-yard which was near their dwelling-
house and near a well on the north of the house, and by misadventure fell into the well
and drowned. Maud daughter of Ellis Batte of Sutton was sitting in William’s house
guarding Emma’s child Rose, who was lying in a cradle, heard the noise made by
Emma as she sank, immediately went outside [and] found Emma drowned. ...

About midnight on 12 Aug., when John Clarice was lying near his wife Joan daughter
of Richard le Freman, as was his custom, in his bed in the chamber of his house at
Houghton Regis in the liberty of Faton Bray, madness took possession of him, and
Joan, thinking that he was seized by death, took a small scythe and cut his throat, She
also took a [bill-hook] and struck him on the night side of the head, so that his brain
flowed forth and he immediately died. The next day Joan fled to Houghton Regis
church. About prime on that day John’s son Ralph was troubled that his father was
lying in bed so late, entered the chamber, called him [and] found him dead. ...

On 15 Aug. Joan was asked about this felony in the said church before the
same coroner and townships. She opetly confessed that she had committed it
alone without any help. The port of Dover was assigned to her by the road called
“le Kokevey,” which enters into the king’s highway. She then abjured the realm
according to the custom of England.

Inquiry was made about the felon’s chattels by the same townships, who said that on
the day of the felony John and Joan Jointy had 2 horses worth 5s., a mare with a foal
worth 5s., a stirk worth 20d., a calf worth 12d., 3 pigs worth 4s., 3 young pigs worth
18d., household goods worth 18d., 3 acres of wheat worth 4s. 6d. an acre, 3 acres of
maslin worth 4s. an acre and 11 acres of dredge worth 4s. an acre, total £4. 9s. 2d. ...

[At the eyre ... Joan was found to have no chattels. John’s were distributed
among his boys.] _

At twilight on 4 Sept. 1300 Nicholas le Swon of Bedford came to his house there,
when his wife Isabel was at Robert Asplon’s house giving milk to Robert’s son,
and asked his daughter where her mother was. She said: at Robert Asplon’s house;
whereupon he immediately went after her because she stayed there too much. As
he left his house he met his wife and told her to come home to sleep, saying that he

wanted to go to his bed. While Isabel was making his bed, Nicholas drew his sword -

and struck her in the back so that she immediately died. He immediately fled. His
chattels were 3 bushels of corn worth 15d., 2 bushels of oats worth 4d., 8 lbs. of
wool worth 2s., wood worth 4d., 2 pigs wokh 3d. and a chest worth 4d. ...

On 10 Sept™30! William son of Peter of Bromham, nephew of the vicar of
8 de Rivers, William the Cobbler and Margery le Wyte came
aven in Bedford towards Wootton, and as they came into Cauld-
well road a quarrel ¢ between them. William the vicar’s nephew, seeing John
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HIBAND AND WIFE v

‘,"l‘>
ke liusband, who, she alleges, has committed adultery with Joan, wile
el lolin Iveyn, tailor of Sherborne. The abbot is to certify the basliop
twtore Trinity Sunday. Potterne, 8th April 1410.
X rd

it Church court, archdeaconry of Buckingham.

lanpuage: Latin. Translated from Elvey, ed., The Courts of the Archdeaconry
it Buckingham, .

baf [1485] Hartwell. Agnes Chaidesley is accused with Edmund
Humpton on the sin of adultery. She appeared and denies the article.
tihe appeared with Marion Hikles, Christine Hare, Alice Smewyn, and
Atice Cowper and lawfully pirged herself and is dismissed.

17 (14867 Chesham. Thomas Godyng sold his wite and holds another.
He appeared and confe$ses that he has a wife living and is ordered to
abstain from that W/J:lan entirely.

1] ... Roger Calaber on account of the adultery and drunkeness by
Elizabeth his wife. He sought a divorce in respect of bed and board. He
had a day to prove the said adultery and drunkeness ete. On 28th day
of July the year of the lord 1496 in the parish church of Beaconstield
% hefore master Nicholas “I'reble, the official of the lord archdeacon of
Buckingham for the tribunal sitting to carry out the law, the samnc
Roger appeared with William Clerk and Alexander Heron. They were
admitted and sworn and a day was assigned for the sentence to be
heard shortly. This next day, viz. 7th day of the month of October the
year of the Lord 1496, having arrived, the atoresaid Roger Calaber and
Elizabeth his wife appeared in person in the parish church of
Beaconsfield before master Nicholas Treble, the official of the lord
archdeacon of Buckingham sitting for the tribunal. This same Roger
alleged adultery committed, as he said, by the said Elizabeth his wife.
Because sufficient proof for Roger Calaber’s present petition was had
in this regard, the judge divorced and separated them in respect of bed
and board instructing each and both of them to keep continent and live
chastely under penalty of the law...

L
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P Pt e 1804 ]

d] On which day [6 February 15207 John Cutte of Drayton and
Margaret his wife appeared reported for having for a long time lived
apart and that the aforesaid Margaret will not abide with her husband.
The judge ordered them to live together without delay and that each
should live with the other in future under pain of excommunication.
But the woman expréssly denied the judge’s order, therefore the judge
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.. WOMEN FARMWORKERS” DUTIES (CA. 1270)

Medieval treatises on estate management, like the one excerpted below, often describe

'}4 in detail the responsibilities of various agricultural workers. Although most of these

employees were' rhale, a few jobs were routinely assumed to belong to women, most

notably thz.ut‘ of the dairymaid. The job of dairymaid was one in which a peasant

. wornan might earn wages and save up for a dowry before marriage. This anonymous
work, known as the Seneschaugy, was written in England in the 1260s or 1270s.

Source: Dorothea Oschinsky, Walter of Henley and Other Treatises on Estate Management and Accounting
(Oxford University Press, 1971).

The dairymaid ought to be loyal, of good repute, and clean; she ought to know her
work and what relates to it. She ought not to allow under-dairymaids or anyone else to
take or carry away mulk, ‘butter, or cream whereby the cheese will be less and the dairy
will lose. She ought to know well how to make and salt cheese and how to preserve and
look after the vessels of the dairy so that it is not necessary to buy new ones every year.

She ought to know the day on which to begin making cheese and of what weight, when to

begin making two cheeses and the days when number and weight ought to be changed.
the cheese, when they increase

Bailiff and reeve ought to inspect frequently the dairy and
and decrease in number what their weight is, and that no Joss or theft occurs in the dairy
whereby the weight might suffer. ... The dairymaid ought to help winnow the corn
whenever she can; she ought to keep geese and hens and answer for the yield; and she
ought to keep and screen the fire so that no harm arises through lack of supervision. ...
And you ought to have in every place where there is a dairy some person in charge, be ita
raan or a woman, And if it were a man he ought to do the same things a dairymaid would do.
And, because of the benefits which he has from milk he ought to take one quarter of corn every
sixteen weeks where other servants have one quarter for every twelve weeks. And the dairy-
maid ought to winnow all the corn, arMd half of her pay shall be for paying the woman who will
help her. And they ought to winnow four quarters of wheat and of rye for one penny and six
quarters of barley, peas, and beans for one penny. And always and with every kind of com she
ought to winnow five quarters stricken of every four heaped. ... The dairymaid ought to look
after all the small stock which are kept on the manor such as sucking pigs, peacocks and their
issue, geese and thejr issue, capons, cocks, and hens and their issue in chickens and eggs. . .-
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If there is a manor in which there is no dairy then it is atways advisable to have 2 woman
the small stock and of all

there for much less money than a man would take, to take care of : : ol
that is kept on the manor and to answer for all the issues there just as the dairymaid would do,

i ' . viglets, for peacocks and their chicks, and if there are some, for geese
e o d their chickens and eggs- And she ought to

and their goslings and for capons, cocks, hens and t : ;
" be responsible for half of the winnowing of the corn just as the dairymaid would be.
have? How responsible a posttion

. . 'dthd" aid need to
sions: What skills and know 14 the G there in this source of how women

was this? How independent was 5 her job? What evidence is

are treated in comparison with ?




