rol, Delinquency may result when life cireum- Social Learning Theory of Delinquency
os weaken the attachment a child has to fam-
peers, school. and society. Because their bonds to
s institutions are severed. some adolescents fecl
s (o exercise antisocial behavior, This view assumes Deviant values Exposure

t people are born bad and then must be taught to Significant others, such Youths are exposed to
ptrol themselves through the efforts of parents and 45 PORBIESANE PRBES. deviant norms and values
S ore lmllci yalues that gondone whltle in intimate contact
§ criminal and delinquent with significant others.
beling. Some kids are considerced to be winners: eavion
hey are admired and envied. Others are labeled as
ublemakers, losers, or punks. They are stigmatized
d find themselves locked out of conventional soci-
and into a deviant or delinguent way of life. This
ew holds that kids are born neither bad nor good.
become what they are through the reactions of
hers. Delinquent behavior Leaming
: Youths learn the Norms and values
h of these views is discussed in the following sections. attitudes, technigues, are transferred to
values, and perceptions youths through
needed to sustain learning experiences. g

_ i:, delinquent behavior.

LR L

learning theorics hold that children living in even

‘most deteriorated arcas can resist inducements to

ime if they have learned proper values and behaviors,

linquency. by contrast. develops by learning the values and behaviors assoctated
th criminal activity.'* Kids can learn deviant values from their parents. relatives.
peers. Social learning can involve the techniques of crime (how to hot-wire a car)
as well as the psychological aspects (how to deal with guilt). The former are needed
s commit crimes, whereas the lutter are required to cope with the emotional tur-
oil that follows.

The best-known social learning theory is Edwin Sutherland’s differential asso-
ation theory.'™ Sutherland believed that as children are socialized. they are ex-
posed Lo and leamn prosocial and antisocial attitudes and behavior from friends.
elatives, parents. and so on. A prodelinquency definition might be “don’t get mad,
et even” or “only suckers work for a living™ (sec Figure 4.4). Simply put.if the pro-
elinquency definitions they have learned outweigh the conventional ones. an ado-
Jescent will engage in antisocial hehaviors.' The prodelingueney definitions will
be particularly influential if they come from significant others. such as parents or
peers. and are frequent and intense. Some kids may meet and associate with crimi-
nal “mentors.” who teach them how to be suecessful eriminals and gain the greatest
benefits from their criminal activities."™ In contrast. it a child is constantly told by
her parents Lo be honest and never harm others. and is brought up in environment
in which people “practice what they preach.” then she will have learned the neces-
sary attitudes and behaviors 1o allow her to avoid environmental imducements ta
delinquency.

While it is difficult to test the principles of differential association. there are indi-
cations that the theory has validity. Criminal careers appear to be intergencrational:
adolescents whose parents are deviant and eriminal are more likely to become crim- Asserts that criminal
inals themselves and eventually to produce criminal children. The more time Kids behavior is learned primarily
are exposed Lo, learn from. and are involved with eriminal parents. the more likely in interpersonal groups and |
they are to commit crime themselves. 7 that youths will become

Kids are more likely Lo engage in antisocial or deviant hehavior when the at- delinquent if definitions they l
titudes that support it are reinforeed by peers and friends. ™ They learn a lot from  learn in those groups that are
their boyfriends or girlfriends. and those who find law-abiding romantic partners  favorable to violating the law
are less likely to develop antisocial attitudes and behaviors,' ™ In contrast. adoles-  exceed definitions favorable to
cents are more likely to embrace deviant values if they are shared by close fricnds  obeying the law.
or associates.'™ Learning deviant values may also involve a cognitive shift: exposure

Posit that t
delinquency is learned through |
close relationships with others;
children are born good and
learn to be bad from others.
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to dciinquunc_\—rcinl'urcin«__' cues in the environment forces teens to rethink
Uheir attitudes and values, perhaps developing a more cynical and detached

view of life.

Social control theories. the second main branch of the social process
approach. suggest that the cause of delinquency resides in the strength of
the relationships a child forms with conventional individuals and groups.
Those whao are socialized 10 have close relationships with their parents.
. ! friends. and teachers will develop a pusitive self-image and the ability to
CRITICAL THINKING Design & communtty cosist the lure of deviant behaviors. They develop a strong commitment
service program that would help SOME” {0 conformity that cnables them (o resist pressurss to violate the law. If.
ane like Jay adjust to more conventional hawever, their bonds to society become fractured or broken, youths will

Jay was helped by supportive service
agencies who worked closely with him
and his foster parents.

behavior patterns. feel free Lo violate the law because they are not worried about jeopardizing
their social relationships (sec Figure 4.5).
The most prominent control theory is the one developed by sociologist
Travis Hirschi.'*! In his classic book Causes of Delinguency. Hirschi set out
the following arguments:

o All people have the potential 1o commit crimes because they are pleasurable
and immediately gratifying: money without work: sex without courtship: revenge
without process.

e Peopleare keptin check by their social bonds or attachments 10 society.

o If these social bonds are weakened. kids are able to engage in antisocial but per-
sonally desirable behaviors.

Hirschi argues that the social bond a person maintains with society contains four
main clements:

o Artclunent 1o parents. pecrs. and schools

o Commitment W the pursuit of conventional activities. such as getting an ¢duca-
tion and saving for the future

Elements of the Social Bond
Conforming Behavior @
'3
Posit that . ’ ) .
. Attachment Commitment Belief Involvement i
delinquency results from a ; Y oo
IELRNGY = ) » Family « Future + Honesty « School activities
weakened commitment {0 the o Friends » Career » Morality = Sports teams
major social institutions (famnily, « Community + Success » Fairnass . _Cgmmun}tv
peers, and school) lack of such « Personal goals . Patriotisqn_r orga?izations
commitment allows youths to « Responsibility * Religious groups
: . ) « Social clubs
exercise antisoclal hehavioral 1 . - i
choices. -
Ties a
person to the institutions and
processes of society: elements ) i
of the bond include attachment,
commitment, involvement. and Detinquent Behavior %

belief.
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